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I>IIEF^CE. 


Two  compilations  of  Senate  election  cases  have  been  made,  one  by  Messrs.  Clarke  and 
Hall,  consisting  of  cases  ^m  1789  to  1834,  and  one  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Bartlett,  consisting  of 
cases  from  1834  to  1865.  Each  of  these  compilations  made  np  bat  a  small  part  of  vol- 
umes containing  in  addition  the  contested-election  cases  in  the  Hoase  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  respective  periods.  This  volume  contains  the  Senate  cases  from  1789  to 
December,  1885.  I  have  not  made  use  of  the  early  compilations  referred  to,  for  the 
reason  that,  inasmuch  as  this  volume  is  confined  to  Senate  cases  and  so  more  limited 
in  its  scope,  I  have  been  able  to  take  np  more  cases  of  minor  importance  than  are  re- 
ported in  the  early  compilations,  and  to  include  in  the  important  cases  more  of  the 
matter  comprising  their  history  than  is  found  in  the  reports  of  the  same  cases  in  the 
early  compilations. 

The  volume  contains  not  only  contested  cases,  strictly  sx>eaking,  but  all  cases  in  which 
the  right  to  a  seat  of  any  person  who  has  presented  credentials  has  been  questioned  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  Senate  has  deemed  proper  to  investigate  or  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  general  plan  in  making  up  the  cases  has  been  to  give  the  reports  of  committees, 
majority  and  minority,  in  all  cases  in  which  there  were  reports;  transcripts  from  the 
journals  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating  to  them;  and  inserted  references  to 
the  debates  of  each  day.  In  those  cases  in  which  there  were  no  reports,  extracts  from 
debates  have  usually  been  given.  In  a  few  of  the  early  cases,  in  which  the  reported 
debates  are  brief,  the  whole  debate  is  given.  Each  case  is  accompanied  by  a  head-note 
stating  the  points  in  question  and  the  action  of  the  Senate. 

I  have  separated  into  a  class  by  themselves  those  cases  involving  the  question  of  the 
power  of  governors  of  States  to  fill  vacancies;  and  in  connection  with  these  cases  is  given 
a  list,  prepared  from  the  credentials  on  file,  of  all  the  appointments  of  Senators  by  gov- 
ernors. It  was  my  original  purpose  to  make  a  separate  class  of  the  expulsion  cases, 
and  to  make  certain  other  divisions  into  classes,  but  as  certain  of  the  cases  involve 
several  different  questions,  it  seemed  better  to  arrange  them  all,  with  the  exception  of 
the  class  first  referred  to,  chronologically. 

An  introduction  contains  extracts  from  the  debates  in  the  Federal  convention  of 
1787,  taken  from  the  Madison  Papers,  on  such  parts  of  the  Constitution  as  relate  to  the 
election  and  qualifications  of  Senators;  extracts  from  the  Constitution  relating  to  the 
sanpie;  and  the  act  of  July  25,  1866,  relating  to  the  election  of  Senators. 
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WA8HI}70TON,  December  1,  1885. 
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INTRODXJCTIOlSr- 


EXTRACTS  FROM  TDE  DEBATES  IN  THE  FEDERAL  CON- 

VENTION. 

PORTIONS  OP  THE  BBPOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OP  DETAIL,  MADE  AUGUST  6,  1787,  RE- 
LATING TO  THE  ELECTION  AND  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  SENATORS. 

Art.  v. — Sect.  1.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  States.  Each  legislature  shall  choose  two  members.  Vacancies  may  be 
suppli^  by  the  executive  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature.  Each  member  shall 
have  one  vote. 

Sect.  2.  The  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  six  years;  but  immediately  after  the  first 
election  they  shall  be  divided,  by  lot,  into  three  classes,  88  nearly  as  may  be,  numbered 
one,  two,  and  three.  The  seats  of  the  members  of  the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
expiration  of  the  second  year j  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year; 
of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year;  so  that  a  third  part  of  the  members 
"may  be  chosen  every  second  year. 

Sect.  3.  Every  member  of  the  Senate  shall  be  of  the  age  of  thirty  years  at  least; 
shall  have  been  a  citizen  in  the  United  States  for  at  least  four  years  before  his  election; 
and  shall  be,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  a  resident  of  the  State  for  which  he  shall  be 
chosen. 

Sect.  4.  The  Senate  shall  choose  its  own  President  and  other  officers. 

Art.  VI. — Sect.  1.  The  times,  and  places,  and  manner  of  holding  the  elections  of 
the  members  of  each  House  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  each  State;  but 
their  provisions  concerning  them  may,  at  any  time,  be  altered  by  the  LiCgislature  of  the 
United  States. 

Sect.  2.  The  Legislature  of  the  United  States  shall  have  authority  to  establish  such 
uniform  qualifications  of  the  members  of  each  House  with  regard  to  property  as  to  the 
said  legislature  shall  seem  expedient. 

Sect.  3.  In  each  House  a  migority  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  busi- 
ness; but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 

Sect.  4.  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of 
its  own  members. 

Sect.  5.  Freedom  of  speech  and  debate  in  the  legislature  shall  not  be  impeached  or  ques- 
tioned in  any  court  or  place  out  of  the  legislature;  and  the  members  of  each  House  shall, 
iu  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  dur- 
ing their  attendance  at  Congress  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  it. 

Sect.  6.  Each  House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings;  may  punish  its  mem- 
bers for  disorderly  behavior;  and  may  expel  a  member. 

Sect.  7.  The  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  Senate  when  it  shall  be  acting  in  a 
legislative  capacity,  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceedings;  and  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  publish  them;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  each  House  on  any  ques- 
tion shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fiilh  part  of  the  members  present,  be  entered  on  the 
Journal. 

Sect.  8.  Neither  House,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  shall  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  at  which  the  two  Houses  are  sitting.  But 
this  regulation  shall  not  extend  to  the  Senate  when  it  shall  exercise  the  powers  men- 
tioned in  the -—  article. 

Sect  9.  The  members  of  each  House  shall  be  ineligible  to,  and  incapable  of  holding, 
any  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall 
respectively  be  elected;  and  the  members  of  the  Senate  shall  be  ineligible  to,  and  incapa- 
ble of  holding,  any  such  office  for  one  year  afterwards. 

Sect.  10.  The  members  of  each  House  shall  receive  a  compensation  for  their  services,  to 
be  ascertained  and  paid  by  the  State  in  which  they  shall  be  chosen. 

DEBATES. 

Thursday,  August  9,  1787. 

Article  V,  section  1,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Wilson  objected  to  vacancies  in  the  Senate  being  supplied  by  the  executives  of  the 
States.  It  was  unnecessary,  as  the  legislatures  will  meet  so  frequently.  It  removes  the 
appointment  too  far  from  the  people,  the  executives  in  most  of  the  States  being  elected 
by  the  legislatures.    As  he  had  always  thought  the  appointment  of  the  executive  by  the 
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legislative  department  wrong,  so  it  was  still  more  so  that  the  executive  should  elect  into 
the  legislative  department. 

Mr.  liandolph  thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  inconvenient  chasms  in  the 
Senatxj.  In  some  States  the  legislatures  meet  but  once  a  year.  As  the  Senate  will  have 
more  power,  and  consist  of  a  smaller  number  than  the  other  House,  vacancies  there  will 
be  oi'  more  consequence.  The  executives  might  be  safely  trusted,  he  thought,  with  the 
appointment  for  so  short  a  time. 

Mr.  Ellsworth.  It  is  only  said  that  the  executive  may  supply  vacancies.  When  the 
legislative  meeting  happens  to  be  near  the  power  will  not  be  exerted.  As  there  will  be 
but  two  members  from  a  State  vacancies  may  be  of  great  moment. 

Mr.  Williamson.  Senators  may  resign  or  not  accept.  This  provision  is  therefore  ab- 
solutely necessary. 

On  the  question  for  striking  out  *'  vacancies  shall  be  supplied  by  the  executives  ** — 

Pennsylvania,  ay,  1;  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  no,  8;  Maryland,  divided. 

Mr.  Williamson  moved  to  insert  after  ^ Vacancies  shall  be  supplied  by  the  execu- 
tives," the  words,  '^unless  other  prov^ions  shall  be  made  by  the  legislature"  (of  the 
State). 

Mr.  Ellsworth.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the  legislature  or  the  executive  of  a  State, 
but  not  to  give  the  former  a  discretion  to  refer  appointments  for  the  Senate  to  whom 
they  pleased. 

On  the  question  on  Mr.  Williamson's  motion — 

Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  ay,  4;  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  no,  6. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  order  to  prevent  doubts  whether  resignations  could  be  made  by  Sen- 
ators, or  whether  they  could  refuse  to  accept,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  ailer  *'  vacan- 
cies," and  insert  the  words,  *' happening  by  refusals  to  accept,  resignations,  or  otherwise, 
may  be  supplied  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  in  the  representation  of  which  such  va- 
cancies shall  happen,  or  by  the  executive  thereof  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture." 

Mr.  Gou VERNEUR  Morris.  This  is  absolutely  necessary ;  otherwise,  as  members  chosen , 
into  the  Senate  are  disqualified  from  being  appointed  to  any  office  by  section  9  of  this  arti- 
cle, it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  legislature,  by  appointing  a  man  a  Senator  against  his 
consent,  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  his  services. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Madison  was  agreed  to  neni.  con. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  a  division  of  the  section,  so  as  to  leave  a  distinct  question 
on  the  last  words,  "each  member  shall  have  one  vote." 

On  the  question  on  the  first  section,  down  to  the  last  sentence — 

New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgia,  ay, 

7;  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  no,  3;  South  Carolina,  divided.     (In 

the  printed  Journal,  Pennsylvania,  ay.) 

#  ♦  »*♦  ♦  «  * 

Article  V,  section  ^,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Gonverneur  Morris  moved  to  insert,  after  the  words,  "  immediately  after,"  the 
following:  "they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  of,"  which  was  agreed  to  nem.  con., 
as  was  then  the  whole  section. 

Article  V,  section  3,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  moved  to  insert  fourteen,  instead  of  four  years'  citizenship 
as  a  qualification  for  Senators;  urging  the  danger  of  admitting  strangers  into  our  public 
councils. 

Mr.  Pinckney  seconded  him. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  was  opposed  to  the  section,  as  discouraging  meritorious  aliens  from 
emigrating  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Pinckney.  As  the  Senate  is  to  have  the  power  of  making  treaties  and  managing 
our  foreign  afiairs,  there  is  peculiar  danger  and  impropriety  in  opening  its  door  to  those 
who  have  foreign  attachments.  He  quoted  the  jealousy  of  the  Athenianson  this  subject, 
who  made  it  death  for  any  stranger  to  intrude  his  voice  into  their  legislative  proceed- 
ings. 

Colonel  Mason  highly  approved  of  the  policy  of  the  motion.  Were  it  not  that  many  not 
natives  of  this  country  had  acquired  great  credit  during  the  Revolution,  he  should  be 
for  restraining  the  eligibility  into  the  Senate  to  natives. 

Mr.  Madison  was  not  averse  to  some  restrictions  on  this  subject,  but  could  never 
agree  to  the  proposed  amendment.  He  thought  any  restriction,  however,  in  the  Consti- 
itUioUy  unnecessary  and  improper — unnecessary,  because  the  national  Legislature  is  to 
have  the  right  of  regulating  naturalization,  and  can  by  virtue  thereof  fix  different  periods 
of  residence  as  conditions  of  ei^oying  different  privileges  of  citizei^hip;  improper,  be- 


INTRODtJCTIOX.  VII 

Craase  it  will  give  a  tincture  of  illibcrality  to  the  Constitution;  because  it  will  put  it 
cout  of  the  power  of  Ihe  national  Legislature,  even  by  special  acts  of  naturalization,  to 
confer  the  lull  rank  of  citizens  on  meritorious  strangers,  and  because  it  will  discour- 
age the  most  desirable  class  of  people  from  emigrating  to  the  United  States.  Should  the 
proposed  Constitution  have  the  intended  effect  of  giving  stability  and  reputation  to  our 
Government,  great  numbers  of  respectable  Europeans,  men  who  love  liberty  and  wish  to 
partake  its  blessings,  will  be  ready  to  transfer  their  fortunes  hither.  All  such  wouUl 
feel  the  mortification  of  being  marked  with  suspicious  incapacitations,  though  they  should 
not  covet  the  public  honors.  He  was  not  apprehensive  that  any  dangerous  number  of 
strangers  would  be  appointed  by  the  State  legislatures  it  they  were  lell  at  liberty  to  do 
so,  nor  that  foreign  powers  would  make  use  of  strangers  as  instruments  for  their  pur- 
poses'. Their  bribes  would  be  expended  on  men  whose  circumstances  would  rather  stifle 
than  excite  jealousy  and  watchfulness  in  the  public. 

Mr.  Butler  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  admission  of  foreigners  without  a  long  resi- 
dence in  the  country.  They  bring  with  them  not  only  attachments  to  other  countries, 
but  ideas  of  government  so  distinct  from  ours  that  in  every  point  of  view  they  arc  dan- 
gerous. He  acknowledged  that  if  he  himself  had  been  called  into  public  life  within  a 
short  time  after  his  coming  to  America,  his  foreign  habits,  opinions,  and  attachments 
would  havp  rendered  him  an  improper  agent  in  public  afifairs.  He  mentioned  the  great 
strictness  observed  in  Great  Britain  on  this  subject. 

Dr.  Franklin  was  not  against  a  reasonable  time,  but  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  any- 
thing like  illiberality  inserted  in  the  Constitution.  The  people  in  Europe  are  friendly 
to  this  country.  Even  in  the  country  with  which  we  have  been  lately  at  war  we  have 
now  and  had  during  the  war  a  great  many  friends,  not  only  among  the  people  at  large, 
but  in  both  houses  of  Parliament.  In  every  other  country  in  Europe  all  the  people  arc 
our  friends.  We  found  in  the  course  of  the  Revolution  that  many  strangers  served  us 
faithfully,  and  that  many  natives  took  part  against  their  country.  When  foreigners, 
after  liking  about  for  some  other  country  in  which  they  can  obtain  more  happipess, 
give  a  preference  to  ours,  it  is  a  proof  of  attachment  which  ought  to  excite  our  confidence 
and  affection. 

Mr.  I^ndolph  did  not  know  but  it  might  be  problematical  whether  emigrations  to 
this  country  were,  on  the  whole,  useful,  or  not,  but  he  could  never  agree  to  the  motion 
for  disabling  them,  for  fourteen  years,  to  participate  in  the  public  honors.  He  reminded 
the  convention  of  the  language  held  by  our  patriots  during  the  Revolution,  and  the 
principles  laid  down  in  all  our  American  constitutions.  Many  foreigners  may  have  fixed 
their  fortunes  among  us  under  the  faith  of  these  invitations.  All  persons  under  this 
description,  with  all  others  who  would  be  affected  by  such  a  regulation,  would  enlist  them- 
selves under  the  banners  of  hostility  to  the  proposed  system.  He  would  go  as  far  as  seven 
years,  but  no  farther. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  he  rose  with  feelings  which  were  perhaps  peculiar;  mentioning  the 
circumstance  of  his  not  being  a  native,  and  the  possibility,  if  the  ideas  of  some  gentle- 
men should  bo  pursued,  of  his  being  incapacitated  from  holding  a  place  under  the  very 
Constitution  which  he  had  shared  in  the  trust  of  making.  He  remarked  the  illiberal 
complexion  which  the  motion  would  give  to  the  system,  and  the  effect  which  a  good  sys- 
tem would  have  in  inviting  meritorious  foreigners  among  us,  and  the  discouragement 
and  mortification  they  must  feel  from  the  degrading  discrimination  now  proposed.  He 
had  himself  experienced  this  mortification.  On  his  removal  into  Maryland  he  found 
himself,  irom  defect  of  residence,  under  certain  legal  incapacities  which  never  ceased  to 
produce  chagrin,  though  he  assuredly  did  not  desire,  and  would  not  have  accepted,  the 
offices  to  which  they  related.  To  be  appointed  to  a  place  may  be  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence.    To  be  incapable  of  being  appointed  is  a  circumstance  grating  and  mortifying. 

Mr.  GouVEBNEUR  Morris.  The  lesson  we  are  taught  is  that  we  should  be  governed  as 
much  by  our  reason  and  as  little  by  our  feelings  as  possible.  What  is  the  language  of 
reason  on  this  subject?  That  we  should  not  be  jwlite  at  the  expense  of  prudence.  There 
was  a  moderation  in  all  things.  It  is  said  that  some  tribes  of  Indians  carried  their  hos- 
pitality so  far  as  to  offer  to  strangers  their  wives  and  daughters.  Was  this  a  proper 
model  for  us?  He  would  admit  them  to  his  house,  he  would  invite  them  to  his  table, 
would  provide  for  them  comfortable  lodgings,  but  would  not  carry  the  complaisance  so 
far  as  to  bed  them  with  his  wife.  He  would  let  them  worship  at  the  same  altar,  but 
did  not  choose  to  make  priests  of  them.  He  ran  over  the  privileges  which  emigrants 
would  eiyoy  among  us,  though  they  should  be  deprived  of  that  of  being  eligible  to  the 
great  offices  of  Government;  observing  that  they  exceeded  the  privileges  allowed  to  for- 
eigners in  any  part  of  the  world;  and  that  as  every  society,  from  a  great  nation  down  to 
a  club,  had  the  right  of  declaring  the  conditions  on  which  new  members  should  be  admit- 
ted, there  could  be  no  room  for  complaint.  As  to  those  philosophical  gentlemen,  those 
citizens  of  the  world,  as  they  called  themselves,  he  owned  he  did  not  wish  to  see  any  of 
them  in  oar  public  councils.     He  would  not  trust  them.     The  men  who  am  shake  off 
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• 

their  attachments  to  their  own  country  c:in  never  love  anj'  other.  These  attachments 
are  the  wholesome  prejadices  which  uphold  all  governments.  Admit  a  Frenchman  into 
yoar  Senate,  and  he  will  8tudy  to  increase  the  commerce  of  Franr-c;  an  Englishman,  and 
he  will  feel  an  eiiual  bias  in  I'avor  of  that  of  England.  It  has  Wcnsaid  that  the  legisla- 
tures will  not  choose  foreigners,  at  least  improper  ones.  There  was  no  knowing  what 
legislatures  would  do.  Some  appointments  made  by  them  proved  that  everything  onght 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  cabals  practiced  on  such  occasions.  He  mentioned  the 
the  case  of  a  foreigner  who  lefl  this  State  in  disgrace,  and  worked  himself  into  an  ap- 
pointment from  another  to  Congress. 

On  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gouvenieur  Morris  to  insert  fourteen  in  place 
of  four  years — 

New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  ay,  4;  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Penn.sylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  no,  7. 

On  the  question  for  thirteen  years,  moved  by  Mr.  Gouverncur  Morris,  it  was  negatived, 
as  above. 

On  ten  years,  moved  by  General  Finckney,  the  votes  were  the  same. 

Dr.  Franklin  reminded  the  convention  that  it  did  not  follow,  from  an  omission  to  in- 
sert the  restriction  in  the  Constitution,  that  the  persons  in  question  would  be  actually 
chosen  into  the  legi.slature. 

Mr.  KUTLKIKJE.  Seven  years  of  citizenship  have  Inicn  n^quired  tor  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Surely  a  longer  time  is  requisite  for  the  Senate,  which  will  have  morr 
power. 

Mr.  WiLLi.VMSON.  It  is  more  necessary  to  guard  the  Senate  in  this  case  than  theotbei 
House.  liril>ery  and  cabal  can  l)e  more  easily  practiced  m  the  choice  of  the  Senate,  which 
is  to  l>e  made  by  the  legislatures,  composed  of  a  few  men,  than  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, who  will  be  chosen  by  the  people. 

Mr.  liandolph  will  agree  to  nine  years,  with  the  expectiition  that  it  will  be  reduced  to 
seven,  if  Mr.  Wilson's  nioticm  to  rwonsider  the  vote  tixing  seven  years  for  the  House  ot 
Representatives  should  pnMluce  a  re<luction  of  that  period. 

On  the  question  for  nine  years — 

New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  ay,  6 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  no, -1;  North  Carolina,  divided. 

The  term  "resident  "  was  struck  out,  and  "  inhabitant "  inserted  nem.  eon. 

Article  V,  section  3,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to  mm.  con.  (1U8). 

Article  V,  section  4,  was  agreetl  to  nem.  con. 

Article  VI,  section  1,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Madi.son  and  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  moved  to  strike  out  "each  House,"  and  tc 
insert  "the  House  of  I^prestMitatives'^;  the  right  of  the  legislatures  to  regtilate  the  times 
and  places,  «&c.,  in  the  election  of  Senators  being  involved  in  the  right  of  appointing 
them;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

A  division  of  the  question  lH*ingndled  for.  it  was  taken  on  the  first  part  down  to  **bnt 
thv'iT  provisions  concerning,"  iV:c. 

The  first  |>art  was  agree<t  to  nem.  /vim. 

Mr.  Finckney  and  Mr.  Kutlt^ge  moved  to  strike  out  the  remaining  part,  viz,  "hut 
their  pmvisions  crmcerning  them  may  at  any  time  l)e  altered  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Tnited  States."     The  States,  they  contended,  could  and  must  l)e  relied  on  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  G4)RnAM.  It  would  W  as  iniprf>)>er  to  take  this  |K>wer  Irom  the  national  legisla- 
ture as  to  restrain  theliritish  Parliament  fnmi  regulating  the  circumstances  of  elections, 
leaving  this  business  to  the(*onnties  themselves. 

Mr.  MADI.'HiN.  The  necessity  of  a  genenil  government  supp08«"S  that  the  State  legisla- 
tures will  sometimes  fail  or  rel'use  to  consult  the  i*omnion  interest  at  the  expense  of  their 
local  convenience  or  pn-judictrs.  The  policy  of  referring  the  appointment  of  the  House 
of  Repn*s<*ntatives  to  the  {teople,  and  not  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States,  supposes  tluit 
the  result  will  W*  somewhat  intJuenee<i  by  the  m<Mle.  This  view  of  the  question  seems 
to  decide  that  the  legislatures  of  the  States  onght  not  to  have  the  uncontrolled  right  of 
n^ilating  the  tiroes,  phu^es,  and  manner  of  holding  eU-ct  ions.  The>e  were  words  of  great 
latitude.  It  was  im)iossible  to  fon<see  all  the  ubusi*s  tliat  might  l>e  made  of  the  dis- 
cretionary power.  Whether  the  elwtors  should  vote  by  killot,  or  rira  rorr,  Khonld 
assemble  at  this  place  or  tltat  plac*e,  should  be  divide<l  into  districts  or  all  meet  at  om* 
place,  slionld  all  vote  for  all  the  Representatives  or  all  in  a  district  vote  for  a  number 
allotted  to  the  district — these,  and  many  other  pciints,  would  depend  on  the  legislaturrs, 
and  might  materially  afl*e<'t  tlie  appointments.  Wliem*ver  the  State  legislatures  had  a 
f  ivorit4s  measure  to  mrry  they  would  take  care  so  to  mold  their  regulations  as  to  favor 
the  candidates  they  wi^he<l  to  suft*ee<l.  Besides,  the  inequality  of  the  representation  in 
the  legislatures  of  particular  States  would  produce  a  like  inequality  in  their  representa- 
tion in  the  national  Legislature,  as  it  was  presumable  that  the  connties  having  the  power 
ia  the  f  »rmer  cii»e  would  secure  it  to  themaeWca  in  the  latter.     What  danger  ooold  there 
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be  in  giving  a  eontrolling  power  to  the  national  Legislature?  Of  wh(  m  was  it  to  consist  ? 
First,  of  a  Senate  to  be  chosen  by  the  State  l^islatures.  If  the  latter,  therefore,  could 
be  trusted,  their  representatives  could  not  be  dangerous.  Secondly,  of  Repfesentatives 
elected  by  the  same  people  who  elect  the  State  legislatures.  Surely,  then,  if  confidence 
is  due  to  the  latter,  it  must  be  due  to  the  former.  It  seems  as  improper  in  principle, 
though  it  might  be  less  inconvenient  in  practice,  to  give  to  the  State  legislatures  this 
great  authority  over  the  election  of  the  Representativesof  the  people  in  the  general  legis- 
lature as  it  would  be  to  give  to  the  latter  a  like  power  over  the  election  of  their  repre- 
sentatives in  the  State  legislatures. 

Mr.  King.  If  this  power  be  not  given  to  the  national  Legislature,  their  right  of  judg- 
ing of  the  returns  of  their  members  may  be  frustrated.  No  probability  has  been  sug- 
gested of  its  being  abused  by  them.  Although  this  scheme  of  erecting  the  General 
Government  on  the  authority  of  the  State  legislatures  has  been  fatal  to  the  Federal  estab- 
lishment, it  would  seem  as  if  many  gentlemen  still  foster  the  dangerous  idea. 

Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  observed  that  the  States  might  make  false  returns,  and  then 
make  no  provisions  for  new  elections. 

Mr.  Sherman  did  not  know  but  it  might  be  best  to  retain  the  clause,  though  he  had 
himself  sufficient  confidence  in  the  State  legislatures. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Rutledge  did  not  prevail. 

The  word  "  respectively"  was  inserted  after  the  word  ** State.'' 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Head,  the  word  ** their"  was  struck  out,  and  ''regulations  in 
such  cases "  inserted,  in  place  of  "provisions  concerning  tham  "—the  clause  then  read- 
ing, ' '  but  regulations,  in  each  of  the  foregoing  cases,  may,  at  any  time,  be  made  or  altered 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States."  This  was  meant  to  give  the  national  Legisla- 
ture a  power  not  only  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  States,  but  to  make  regulations  in 
case  the  States  should  fail  or  refuse  altogether.  Article  VI,  section  1,  as  thus  amended, 
was  agreed  to  nem.  can.  (199). 

Adjourned. 

Friday,  August  10,  1787. 

[On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  section  2,  Article  VI,  the  ayes  were  3,  the  noes  7.  The 
debate  is  here  omitted.  J 

[Section  3  of  Article  VI  was  amended  and  agreed  to.     The  debate  is  here  omitted.] 

Sections  4  and  5  of  Article  VI  were  then  agreed  to  nem,  con. 

Mr.  Madison  observed  that  the  right  of  expulsion  (Article  VI,  section  6)  was  too  im- 
portant to  be  exercised  by  a  bare  majority  of  a  quorum,  and  in  emergencies  of  faction 
might  be  dangerously  abused.  He  moved  that  "with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds" 
might  be  inserted  between  **  may  "  and  *'  expel." 

Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Mason  approved  the  idea. 

Mr.  GouVEBNEUR  MoBRis.  This  power  may  be  safely  trusted  to  a  mi^jority.  To  re- 
quire more  may  produce  abuses  on  the  side  of  the  minority.  A  few  men,  from  factious 
motives,  may  keep  in  a  member  who  ought  to  be  expelled. 

Mr.  Carroll  thought  that  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  at  least,  ought  to  be  required. 

On  the  question  requiring  two-thirds  in  cases  of  expelling  a  member,  10  States  were 
in  the  affirmative;  Pennsylvania,  divided. 

Article  VI,  section  6,  as  thus  amended,  was  then  agreed  to  nem.  con.  (202). 

[Section  7  of  Article  VI  was  amended  and  agreed  to.     The  debate  is  here  omitted.  J 

Saturday,  August  11, 1787. 
[Section  8  of  Article  VI  was  amended  and  agreed  to.     The  debate  is  here  omitted.  ] 

Tuesday,  AugustlA,  1787. 

In  convention. — Article  VI,  section  9,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Pinckney  argued  that  the  making  the  members  ineligible  to  offices  was  degrading 
to  them,  and  the  more  improper  as  their  election  into  the  legislature  implied  that  they 
had  the  confidence  of  the  people;  that  it  was  inconvenient,  because  the  Senate  might  be 
supposed  to  contain  the  fittest  men.  He  hoped  to  see  that  body  become  a  school  of  public 
ministers,  a  nursery  of  statesmen.  That  it  was  impolitic,  because  the  legislature  would 
cease  to  be  a  magnet  to  the  first  talents  and  abilities.  He  moved  to  postpone  the  section, 
in  order  to  take  up  the  following  proposition,  viz: 

"The  merabeisof  each  House  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States  for  which  they,  or  any  others  for  their  benefit,  receive  any  salary,,  fees,  or  emolu- 
ments of  any  kind ;  and  the  acceptance  of  such  office  shall  vacate  their  seats  respectively. ' ' 

General  Mifflin  seconded  the  motion. 

Colonel  Mason  ironically  proposed  to  strike  out  the  whole  section,  as  a  more  efifectual 
expedient  for  encouraging  that  exotic  corruption  which  might  not  otherwise  thrive  so 
well  in  the  American  soil;  for  completing  that  aristocracy  which  was  probaMy  in  the 
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contemplation  of  some  among  us;  and  for  invithig  into  the  legislative  service  those  ^eti- 
erons  and  benevolent  characters  who  will  do  justice  to  each  other^s  merit  by  carving  out 
offices  and  rewards  for  it.  In  the  present  state  of  American  morals  and  manners,  few 
friends,  it  may  be  thought,  will  be  lost  to  the  plan  by  the  opportunity  of  giving  pre- 
miums to  a  mercenary  and  depraved  ambition. 

Mr.  Mebceb.  It  is  a  first  principle  in  political  science  that  whenever  the  rights  of 
property  are  secured  an  aristocracy  will  grow  out  of  it.     Elective  governments  also  neces- 
sarily become  aristocratic,  because  the  rulers,  being  few,  can  and  will  draw  emoluments 
for  themselves  from  the  many.     The  governments  of  America  will  become  aristocracies. 
They  are  so  al ready.     The  public  measures  are  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the  governors, 
not  of  the  people.     The  people  are  dissatisfied,  and  complain.     They  change  their  rulers, 
and  the  public  measures  are  changed,  but  it  is  only  a  change  of  one  schi'me  of  emolu- 
ment to  the  rulers  for  another.     The  people  gain  nothing  by  it  but  an  addition  of  insta- 
bility and  uncertainty  to  their  other  evils.    Governments  can  only  be  maintained  by  force 
or  influence.     The  executive  has  not  force;  deprive  him  of  influence  by  rendering  the 
members  of  the  legislature  ineligible  to  executive  offices,  and  he  becomes  a  mere  phantom 
of  authority.     The  aristocratic  part  will  not  even  let  him  in  for  a  share  of  the  plunder. 
The  legislature  must  and  will  be  composed  of  wealth  and  abilities,  and  the  people  will  be 
governed  by  a  junto.     The  executive  ought  to  have  a  council,  being  members  of  both 
Houses.     Without  such  an  influence,  the  war  will  be  between  the  aristocracy  and  the 
people.     He  wished  it  to  be  between  the  aristocracy  and  the  executive.     Nothing  else 
can  protect  the  people  against  those  speculating  legislatures  which  are  now  plundering 
them  throughout  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gerry  read  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  passed  before  the  act  of 
Congress  recommending  the  convention,  in  which  her  deputies  were  instructed  not  to 
depart  from  the  rotation  established  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Confederation,  nor  to  agree, 
in  any  case,  to  give  to  the  members  of  Congress  a  capacity  to  hold  offices  under  the  Gov- 
ernment.    This,  he  said,  was  repealed,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  Congress,  with  which 
theState  thought  it  proper  to  comply  in  an  unqualified  manner.     The  sense  of  the  State, 
however,  was  still  the  same.     He  could  not  think,  with  Mr.  Pinckney ,  that  the  di  quali- 
fication was  degrading.    Confidence  is  the  road  to  tyranny.    As  to  ministers  and  ambassa- 
dors, few  of  them  were  necessary.     It  is  the  opinion  of  a  great  many  that  they  ought  to 
be  discontinued  on  our  part,  that  none  may  be  sent  among  us,  and  that  source  of  influ- 
ence shut  up.     If  the  Senate  were  to  appoint  ambassadors,  as  seemed  to  be  intended, 
they  will  multiply  embassies  for  their  own  sakes.     Ho  was  not  so  fond  of  those  produc- 
tions as  to  wish  to  establish  nurseries  for  them.     If  they  are  once  api>ointed,  the  House 
of  Representatives  will  be  obliged  to  provide  salaries  lor  them,  whetlier  they  approve  of 
the  measures  or  not.     If  men  will  not  serve  in  the  legislature  without  a  prospect  of  such 
offices,  our  situation  is  deplorable  indeed.     If  our  best  citizens  are  actuated  by  such  mer- 
cenary views,  we  had  better  choose  a  single  despot  at  once.     It  will  be  more  easy  to  sat- 
isfy the  rapacity  of  one  than  of  many.     According  to  the  idea  of  one  gentleman  (Mr 
Mercer),  our  Government,  it  seems,  is  to  be  a  government  of  plunder.     In  that  case,  it 
certainly  would  be  prudent  to  have  but  one,  rather  than  many,  to  be  employed  in  it. 
We  cannot  be  too  circumspect  in  the  formation  of  this  system.     It  will  be  examined  on 
all  sides,  and  with  a  very  suspicions  eye.     The  people  who  have  been  so  lately  in  arms 
against  Great  Britain  for  their  liberties  will  not  easily  give  them  up.     He  lamented  the 
evils  existing,  at  present,  under  our  governments,  but  imputed  them  to  the  faults  of 
those  in  office,  not  to  the  people.     The  misdeeds  of  the  former  will  produce  a  critical 
attention  to  the  opportunities  aflbrded  by  the  new  system  to  like  or  greater  abuses.     As 
it  now  stands,  it  is  as  complete  an  aristocracy  as  ever  was  framed.     If  great  powers 
should  be  given  to  the  Senate,  we  shall  be  governed  in  reality  by  a  junto,  as  has  been 
apprehended.     He  remarked  that  it  would  be  very  differently  constituted  from  Congress. 
In  the  first  place,  there  would  be  but  two  deputies  from  each  State;  in  Congress  there 
may  be  seven,  and  are  generally  five.     In  the  second  place,  they  are  chosen  for  six  years; 
those  of  Congress  annually.     In  the  third  place,  they  are  not  subject  to  recall;  those  of 
Congress  are.     And,  finally,  in  Congress  nine  States  are  necessary  for  all  great  purposes; 
here  eight  persons  will  suffice.     Is  it  to  be  presumed  that  the  people  will  ever  agree  to 
such  a  system?    He  moved  to  render  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
well  as  of  the  Senate,  ineligible,  not  only  during,  but  for  one  year  after  the  expiration 
of,  their  terms.     If  it  should  be  thought  that  this  will  injure  the  legislature,  by  keeping 
out  of  it  men  of  abilities,  who  are  willing  to  serve  in  other  offices,  it  may  be  required,  as 
a  qualification  for  other  offices,  that  the  candidate  shall  have  served  a  certain  time  in  the 
legislature. 

Mr.  GouvKRNEUR  MoRRis.  Exclude  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  you  Ibrm 
a  band  having  a  different  interest  from,  and  opposed  to,  the  civil  power.  You  stimulate 
them  to  despise  and  reproach  those  '*  talking  lords  who  dare  not  lace  the  foe."  Let  this 
spirit  be  roused  at  the  end  of  a  war,  before  your  troops  shall  have  laid  down  their  arms, 
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and,  though  the  civil  authority  be  ** intrenched  in  parchment  to  the  teeth,"  they  will 
cut  their  way  to  it.  He  was  against  rendering  the  members  of  the  legislature  ineligi- 
ble to  offices.  He  was  for  rendering  them  eligible  again,  after  having  vacated  their  seats 
by  accepting  office.  Why  should  we  not  avail  ourselves  of  their  services  if  the  people 
choose  to  give  them  their  confidence?  There  can  be  little  danger  of  corruption,  either 
among  the  people  or  the  legislatures,  who  are  to  be  the  electors.  If  they  say,  We  see 
their  merits,  we  honor  the  men,  we  choose  to  renew  our  confidence  in  them,  have  the3' 
not  a  right  to  give  them  a  preference,  and  can  they  be  properly  abridged  of  it? 

Mr.  Williamson  introduced  his  opposition  to  the  motion  by  referring  to  the  question 
concerning  '*  money  bills."  That  clause,  he  said,  was  dead.  Its  ghost,  he  was  afraid, 
would,  notwithstanding,  haunt  us.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  conscience  with  him  to  insist 
on  it  as  long  as  there  was  hope  of  retaining  it.  He  had  swallowed  the  vote  of  rejection 
with  reluctance.  He  could  not  digest  it.  All  that  was  said  on  the  other  side  was  that 
the  restriction  was  not  convenient.  We  have  now  got  a  house  of  lords  which  is  to 
originate  money  bills.  To  avoid  another  inconvenience,  we  are  to  have  a  whole  legisla- 
ture at  liberty  to  cut  out  offices  for  one  another.  He  thought  a  self-denying  ordinance 
for  ourselves  would  be  more  proper.  Bad  as  the  Constitution  has  been  made  by  expung- 
ing the  restriction  on  the  Senate  concerning  money  bills,  he  did  not  wish  to  make  it 
worse  by  expunging  the  present  section.  He  had  sciircely  seen  a  single  corrupt  measure 
in  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  which  could  not  be  traced  up  to  office-hunting. 

Mr.  Sherman.  The  Constitution  should  lay  as  few  temptations  as  possible  in  the 
way  of  those  in  power.  Men  of  abilities  will  increase  as  the  country  grows  more  popu- 
lous, and  as  the  means  of  education  are  more  difi'used. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY.  No  State  has  rendered  the  members  of  the  legislature  ineligible  to 
offices.  In  South  Carolina  the  judges  are  eligible  into  the  legislature.  It  cannot  be 
supposed,  then,  that  the  motion  will  be  offensive  to  the  people.  If  the  State  constitu- 
tions should  be  revised,  he  believed,  restrictions  of  this  sort  would  be  rather  diminished 
than  multiplied. 

Mr.  Wilson  could  not  approve  of  the  section  as  it  stood,  and  could  not  give  up  his  judg- 
ment to  any  supposed  objections  that  might  arise  among  the  people.  He  considered  him- 
self as  acting  and  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  millions  not  immediately  represented  in 
this  House.  He  had  also  asked  himself  the  serious  question,  what  he  should  say  to  his 
constituents  in  case  they  should  call  upon  him  to  tell  them  why  he  sacrificed  his  own 
judgment  in  a  case  where  they  authorized  him  to  exercise  it.  Were  he  to  own  to  them 
that  he  sacrificed  it  in  order  to  flatter  their  prejudices,  he  should  dread  the  retort,  "Did 
you  suppose  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  had  not  good  sense  enough  to  receive  a  good 
government?"  Under  this  impression,  he  should  certainly  follow  his  own  judgment, 
which  disapproved  of  the  section.  He  would  remark,  in  addition  to  the  objections  urged 
'against  it,  that,  as  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  legislatures 
of  the  States,  the  other  by  the  people  of  the  States — as  both  are  to  be  paid  by  the  States, 
and  to  be  appoin table  to  State  offices — nothing  seemed  to  be  wanting  to  prostrate  the 
national  L^islature  but  to  render  its  members  ineligible  to  national  offices,  and  by  that 
means  take  away  its  power  of  attracting  those  talents  which  were  necessary  to  give  weight 
to  the  Government,  and  to  render  it  useful  to  the  people.  He  was  far  from  thinking  the 
ambition  which  aspired  to  offices  of  dignity  and  trust  an  ignoble  or  culpable  one.  He 
was  sure  it  was  not  politic  to  regard  it  in  that  light,  or  to  withhold  from  it  the  prospect 
of  those  rewards  which  might  engage  it  in  the  career  of  public  service.  He  observed  that 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  had  gone  ns  far  as  any  State  into  the  policy  of  fettering 
power,  had  not  rendered  the  members  of  the  legislature  ineligible  to  offices  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  did  not  think  the  mere  postponement  of  the  reward  would  be  any  mate- 
rial discouragement  of  merit.  Ambitious  minds  will  serve  two  years,  or  seven  years,  in 
the  legislature,  for  the  sake  of  qualifying  themselves  for  otlier  offices.  This  he  thought  a 
sufficient  security  for  obtaining  the  services  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  legislature;  althousch, 
whilst  members,  they  should  be  ineligible  to  public  offices.  Besides,  merit  will  be  most 
encouraged  when  most  impartially  rewarded.  If  rewards  are  to  circulate  only  within 
the  legislature,  merit  out  of  it  will  be  discouraged. 

Mr.  Mercer  w&s  extremely  anxious  on  this  point.  What  led  to  the  appointment  of 
this  convention  ?  The  corruption  and  mutability  of  the  legislative  councils  of  the  States. 
If  the  plan  does  not  remedy  these,  it  will  not  recommend  itself;  and  we  shall  not  be  able, 
in  our  private  capacities,  to  support  and  enforce  it;  nor  will  the  best  part  of  our  citizens 
exert  themselves  for  the  purpose.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  paper  we  are 
to  propose  will  govern  the  United  States.  It  is  the  men  whom  it  will  bring  into  the 
government,  and  interest  in  maintaining  it,  that  are  to  govern  them.  The  paper  will 
only  mark  out  the  mode  and  the  form.  Men  are  the  substance,  and  must  do  the  business. 
All  government  must  be  by  force  or  influence.  It  is  not  the  King  of  France,  but  200,000 
janizaries  of  power,  that  govern  that  kingdom.     There  will  be  no  such  for6e  here;  influ- 
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encCf  then,  must  besabstituted;  and  he  would  ask  whether  this  could  be  done  if  the 
members  of  the  legislature  should  be  ineligible  to  offices  of  state;  whether  such  a  disqual- 
ification would  not  determine  all  the  most  influential  men  to  stay  at  home,  and  prefer 
appointments  within  their  respective  States. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  answer  given  by  Mr.  Ellsworth  to  the 
argument  as  to  the  discouragement  of  merit.  The  members  must  either  go  a  second 
time  into  the  legislature,  and  disqualify  themselves,  or  say  to  their  constituents,  '*We 
served  you  before  only  from  the  mercenary  view  of  qualifying  ourselves  for  offices,  and, 
having  answered  this  purpose,  we  do  not  choose  to  be  again  elected.'' 

Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  put  the  case  of  a  war,  and  the  citizen  most  capable  of  conduct- 
ing it  happening  to  be  a  member  of  the  legislature.  What  might  have  been  the  conse- 
quence of  such  a  regulation  at  the  commencement,  or  even  in  the  course,  of  the  late  con- 
test for  our  liberties  ? 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  in  order  to  take  up  Mr.  Pinckney's  motion,  it  was  lost. 

New  Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  ay,  5;  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  no,  5;  Georgia,  divided. 

Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  moved  to  insert,  after  "  office,"  **  except  offices  in  the  Army  or 
Navy;  but,  in  that  case,  their  offices  shall  be  vacated." 

Mr.  Broome  seconds  him. 

Mr.  Randolph  had  been,  and  should  continue,  uniformly  opposed  to  the  striking  out 
of  the  clause,  as  opening  a  door  for  influence  and  corruption.  No  arguments  had  made 
any  impression  on  him  but  those  which  related  to  the  case  of  war,  and  a  coexisting  inca- 
pacity of  the  fittest  commanders  to  be  employed.  He  admitted  great  weight  in  these, 
and  would  agree  to  the  exception  proposed  by  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris. 

Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Pinckney  urged  a  general  postponement  of  Article  VI,  section  9, 
till  it  should  be  seen  what  powers  would  be  vested  in  the  Senate,  when  it  would  be  more 
easy  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  officers  of  state  to  be  chosen  out  of  that 
body. 

A  general  postponement  was  agreed  to  nem  con,  (207). 

[Section  10  of  Article  VI  was  amended  and  agreed  to.     The  debate  is  here  omitted.  1 

Saturday,  September  1,  1787. 

Jn  converUion. — Mr.  Brearly,  from  the  committee  of  eleven,  to  which  were  referred 
yesterday  the  postponed  part  of  the  Constitution,  and  parts  of  reports  not  acted  upon, 
made  the  following  partial  report: 

"  That  in  lieu  of  Article  VI,  section  9,  the  words  following  be  inserted,  viz:  *  The  mem- 
bers of  each  House  shall  be  ineligible  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authorityof  the  United 
States,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  respectively  be  elected;  and  no  person  hold- 
ing an  office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office.'  " 

Monday,  September  3,  1787. 

Mr.  Pinckney  moved  to  postpone  the  report  of  the  committee  of  eleven  (see  the  1st  of 
September),  in  order  to  take  up  the  following: 

'^The  members  of  each  House  shall  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States  for  which  they,  or  any  other  for  their  benefit,  receive  any  salary,  fees,  or  emolu- 
ments of  any  kind,  and  the  acceptanceof  such  office  shall  vacate  their  seats  respectively." 

He  was  strenuously  opposed  to  an  ineligibility  of  members  to  office,  and,  therefore, 
wished  to  restrain  the  proposition  to  a  mere  incompatibility.  He  considered  the  eligi- 
bility of  members  of  the  legislature  to  the  honorable  offices  of  government  as  resembling 
the  policy  of  the  Romans,  in  making  the  temple  of  Virtue  the  road  to  the  temple  of  Fame. 

On  this  question — 

Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  ay,  2;  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  no,  8. 

Mr.  King  moved  to  insert  the  word  "created  "  before  the  word  ** during,"  in  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  This,  he  said,  would  exclude  the  members  of  the  first  legislature 
under  the  Constitution,  as  most  of  the  offices  would  then  be  created. 

Mr.  Williamson  seconded  the  motion.  He  did  not  see  why  members  of  the  legislature 
should  be  ineligible  to  vacancies  happening  during  the  term  of  their  election. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  for  entirely  incapacitating  members  of  the  legislature.  He  thought 
their  eligibility  to  office^  would  give  too  much  influence  to  the  executive.  He  said  the 
incapacity  ought  at  least  to  be  extended  to  cases  where  salaries  should  be  increased,  as 
well  as  created,  during  the  term  of  the  member.  He  mentioned,  also,  the  expedient  by 
which  the  restriction  could  be  evaded;  to  wit,  an  existing  officer  might  be  translated  to 
an  office  created,  and  a  member  of  the  legislature  be  then  put  into  the  office  vacated. 

Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  contended  that  the  eligibility  of  members  to  office  would  lessen 
tlie  ii\flaence  of  the  executive.     If  they  cannot  be  appointed  themselves,  the  executive 
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will  appoint  their  relations  and  friends,  retaining  the  service  and  votes  of  the  members 
for  his  purpose,  in  the  legislature;  whereas  the  appointment  of  the  members  deprives 
him  of  such  an  advantage. 

Mr,  Gerry  thought  the  eligibility  of  members  would  have  the  effect  of  opening  batteries 
against  good  officers,  in  order  to  drive  them  out  and  make  way  for  members  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Gorham  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Without  it,  we  go  farther  than  has  been 
done  in  any  of  the  States,  or,  indeed,  any  other  country.  The  experience  of  the  State 
governments,  where  there  was  no  such  ineligibility,  proved  that  it  was  not  necessary;  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  eligibility  was  among  the  inducements  for  fit  men  to  enter  into 
the  legislative  service. 

Mr.  Randolph  was  inflexibly  fixed  against  inviting  men  into  the  legislature  by  the 
prospect  of  being  appointed  to  offices. 

Mr.  Baldwin  remarked,  that  the  example  of  the  States  was  not  applicable.  The  legis- 
latures there  are  so  numerous  that  an  exclusion  of  their  members  would  not  leave  proper 
men  for  offices.     The  case  would  be  otherwise  in  the  General  Government. 

Colonel  Mason.  Instead  of  excluding  merit,  the  ineligibility  will  keep  out  corruption, 
by  excluding  office-hunters. 

Mr.  Wilson  considered  the  exclusion  of  members  of  the  legislature  as  increasing  the  in- 
fluence of  the  executive,  as  observed  by  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris;  at  the  same  time  that  it 
would  diminish  the  general  energy  of  the  Gobemment.  He  said  that  the  legal  disqual- 
ification for  office  would  be  odious  to  those  who  did  not  wish  for  office,  but  &d  not  wish 
either  to  be  marked  by  so  degrading  a  distinction. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY.  The  first  legislature  will  be  composed  of  the  ablest  men  to  be  found. 
The  States  will  select  such  to  put  the  Government  into  operation.  Should  the  report  of 
the  committee,  or  even  the  amendment,  be  agreed  to,  the  great  offices,  even  those  of 
the  judiciary  department,  which  are  to  continue  for  life,  must  be  filled,  while  those  most 
capable  of  filling  them  will  be  under  a  disqualification. 

On  the  question  on  Mr.  King's  motion — 

New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  ay,  5;  Con- 
necticut, New  Jersey,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  no,  5. 

The  amendment  being  thus  lost,  by  the  equal  division  of  the  States,  Mr.  Williamson 
moved  to  insert  the  words  **  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  in- 
creased,'' before  the  word  '*  during,"  in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  King  seconded  the  motion,  and  on  the  question — 

New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  North  Carflina,  ay,  5;  Con- 
necticut, New  Jersey,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  no,  4;  Georgia,  divided. 

The  last  clause,  rendering  a  seat  in  the  legislature  and  an  office  incompatible,  was 
agreed  to  nem.  con. 

The  report,  as  amended  and  agreed  to,  is  as  follows: 

*^  The  members  of  each  House  shall  be  ineligible  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  increased, 
during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  respectively  be  elected.  *  And  no  person,  holding 
any  office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office.  (251)  • 

Adjourned. 

[September  12,  1787,  the  Committee  to  Revise  the  Style,  &c.,  reported  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  which  the  following  changes  were  made  in  regard  to  the  election  and  qualifica- 
tions of  Senators.] 

Friday  J  September  14,1707, 

Article  I,  section  3,  the  words  **by  lot"*  were  struck  out  nem.  con.^  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Madison,  that  some  rule  might  prevail  in  the  rotation  that  would  prevent  both  the 
members  finom  the  same  State  from  going  out  at  the  same  time. 

'*Ex  officio^ ^  struck  out  of  the  same  section,  as  superfiuous,  nem.  can,;  and  *^or  affir- 
mation, ' '  after  '  *  oath , ' '  inserted  also  unanimously. 

Mr.  Rutledge  and  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris  moved — *'  That  persons  impeached  be  sus- 
pended from  their  offices  until  they  be  tried  and  acquitted." 

Mr.  Madison.  The  President  is  made  too  dependent  already  on  the  Legislature  by 
the  power  of  one  branch  to  try  him  in  consequence  of  an  impeachment  by  the  other.  This 
intermediate  suspension  vnll  put  him  in  the  power  of  one  branch  only.  They  can  at  any 
moment,  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  fhnctions  of  another  who  will  be  more  favorable 
to  their  views,  vote  a  temporary  removal  of  the  existing  magistrate. 

Mr.  King  concurred  in  the  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

* **  By  lot"  had  been  reinstated  tronx  the  report  of  the  oommittee  of  five,  i^aa4^  o^  (h^  (Hl^  of  Au* 
ffqst,  119 II  oQiT^ctioQ  of  the  pHqtecl  report  b^  tae  cqiiiixftt^  of  atyle,  Ao, 
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On  the  question  to  agree  to  it — 

Connecticut,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  ay,  3;  New  Hampshire,  Maesachtisetts,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  no,  8. 

Article  I,  section  4,  *'  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Senators,''  was  added,  mm. 
cim.,  to  the  end  of  the  first  clause,  in  order  to  exempt  the  seats  of  govemmeiit  in  the 
States  from  the  power  of  Congress. 

Article  I,  section  6 — 

'^  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  pablish 
the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may,  in  their  judgment,  require  secrecy." 

Colonel  Mason  and  Mr.  Grerry  moved  to  insert,  after  the  word  '*  parts,"  the  words  **  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,"  so  as  to  require  publication  of  all  the  proceedings  of  tiie 
House  of  Representatives. 

It  was  intimated,  on  the  other  side,  that  cases  might  arise  where  secrecy  might  be 
necessary  in  both  Houses.  Measures  preparatory  to  a  declaration  of  war,  in  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  was  to  concur,  were  instanced. 

On  the  question,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  ay,  3;  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia,  Georgia,  no,  7";  South  Carolina,  divided. 

Mr.  Baldwin  observed  that  the  clause.  Article  I.  section  6,  declaring  that  no  member 
of  Congress,  "during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  shall  be  appointed  to  any  civil 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  increased,  during  such  time,"  would  not  extend  to 
offices  created  by  the  Constitution,  and  the  salaries  of  which  would  be  created,  not  in- 
creased, by  Congress  at  their  first  session.  The  members  of  the  first  Congress,  conse- 
quently, might  evade  the  disqualification  in  this  instance.  He  was  neither  seconded  nor 
opposed,  nor  did  anything  further  pass  on  the  subject. 


^  EXTEACTS  FROM  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section.  3.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from 
each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  therebf,  for  six  Years;  and  each  Senator  shall  have 
one  Vote. 

Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  Consequence  of  the  first  Election,  they 
shall  be  divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into  three  Classes.  The  Seats  of  the  Senators  of 
the  first  Class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  Expiration  of  the  second  Year,  of  the  second  Class 
at  the  Expiration  of  the-  fourth  Year,  and  of  the  third  Class  at  the  Expiration  of  the 
sixth  Year,  so  that  one- third  may  be  chosen  every  second  Year;  and  if  Vacancies  hi^ 
pen  by  Resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  Recess  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the 
Executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  Appointments  until  the  next  Meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  Vacancies.. 

No  Person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  Age  of  thirty  Years, 
and  been  nine  Years  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shaU  not,  when  elected,  be 
an  Inhabitant  of  that  State  lor  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall 
have  no  Vote,  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

The  Senate  shall  chuse  their  other  Officers,  and  also  a  President  pro  tempore,  in  the 
Absence  of  the  Vice  President,  or  when  he  shall  exercise  the  Office  of  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  Power  to  try  all  Impeachments.  When  sitting  for  that 
Purpose,  they  shall  be  on  Oath  or  Affirmation.  When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside:  And  no  Person  shall  be  convicted  without  the 
Concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  Members  present. 

Judgment  in  Cases  of  Impeachment  shall  not  extend  further  than  the  removal  from 
Office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  Office  of  honor.  Trust  or  Profit  under 
the  United  States:  but  the  Party  convicted  shs^l  nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to 
Indictment,  Trial,  Judgment  and  Punishment,  according  to  Law. 

Section.  4.  The  Times,  Places  andManner  of  holding  Elections  for  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives, shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Con- 
gress may  at  any  time  by  Law  make  or  alter  such  Regulations,  except  as  to  the  Places 
of  chusing  Senators. 

Tn^  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  Year,  and  such  Meeting  shall  be  QQ 

tli0  fli«t  Monday  \u  Pw^rob^r,  uolesa  the^  shall  hy  Law  appoint  ^  4>flfere»t  Day-     * 
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Section.  5.  Each  House  shall  be  the  Judge  of  the  Elections,  Returns  and  Qualifica- 
tions of  its  own  Members,  and  a  Majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  Quorum  to  do  Busi- 
ness; but  a  smaller  Number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to 
compel  the  Attendance  of  absent  Members,  in  such  Manner,  and  under  such  Penalties 
as  each  House  may  provide. 

Each  House  may  determine  the  Rules  of  its  Proceedings,  punish  its  Members  for  dis- 
orderly Behaviour,  and,  with  the  Concurrence  of  two  thirds,  expel  a  Member. 

Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  Proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish 
the  same,  excepting  such  Parts  as  may  in  their  Judgment  require  Secrecy;  and  the  Teas 
and  Nays  of  the  Members  of  either  House  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  Desire  of  one  fifth 
of  those  Present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Neither  House,  during  the  Session  of  Congress,  shall,  without  the  Consent  of  the  other, 
a4Joum  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  Place  than  that  in  which  the  two 
Houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Section.  6.  The  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  receive  a  Compensation  for  their 
Services,  to  be  ascertained  by  Law,  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
They  shall  in  all  Cases,  except' Treason,  Felony  and  Breach  of  the  Peace,  be  privil^ed 
from  Arrest  during  their  Attendance  at  the  Session  of  their  respective  Houses,  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  from,  the  same;  and  for  any  Speech  or  Debate  in' either  House,  they 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  Place. 

No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  Time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  civil  Office  under  the  Authority  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have 
been  created,  or  the  Emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  encreased  during  such  time; 
and  no  Person  holding  any  Office  under  the  United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
House  during  his  Continuance  in  Office. 

AKTICLE  XIV,  OF  THE  AMENDMENTS. 

Section  3.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress,  or  elector  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  or  hold  any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  United 
States,  or  under  any  State,  who,  having  previously  taken  an  oath,  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, or  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  as  a  member  of  any  State  legislature,  or  as 
an  executive  or  judicial  officer  of  any  State,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or 
comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.  But  Congress  may  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  House, 
remove  such  disability. 


ACT  OF  JULY  25,  1866. 

SEVISED  STATUTES,    TITLE    II,    CHAPTER  1. 

Sec.  14.  The  legislature  of  each  State  which  is  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration 
of  the  time  for  which  any  Senator  was  elected  to  represent  such  State  in  Congress  shall, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to  elect  a 
Senator  in  Congress. 

Sec.  15.  Such  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  following  manner:  Each  house  shall 
openly,  by  a  viva  voce  vote  of  each  member  present,  name  one  person  for  Senator  in  Con- 
gress from  such  State,  and  the  name  of  the  person  so  voted  for,  who  receives  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  each  house,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  that 
house  by  the  clerk  or  secretary  thereof;  or  if  either  house  fails  to  f;ive  such  n^jority  to 
any  person  on  that  day,  the  fact  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal.  At  twelve  o'clock 
meridian  of  the  day  following  that  on  which  proceedings  are  required  to  take  place  as 
aforesaid,  the  members  of  the  two  houses  shall  convene  in  joint  assembly,  and  the  jour- 
nal of  each  house  shall  then  be  read,  and  if  the  same  person  has  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  in  each  house,  ho  shall  be  declared  duly  elected  Senator.  But  if  the  same 
person  has  not  received  a  m^ority  of  the  votes  in  each  house,  or  if  either  house  has  Mled 
to  take  proceedings  as  required  by  this  section,  the  joint  assembly  shall  then  proceed  to 
choose,  by  a  viva  voce  vote  of  each  member  present,  a  person  for  Senator,  and  the  person 
who  receives  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  joint  assembly,  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  both  houses  being  present  and  votin.%  shall  be  declared  duly  elected.  If 
no  person  receives  such  majority  on  the  first  day,  the  joint  assembly  shall  meet  at  twelve 
o*clock  meridian  of  each  succeeding  day  during  the  sessioi;  of  the  legislature,  {u^d  shall 
tnke  ^t  least  oue  vote,  until  ^  Senator  is  f4ecte4. 
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Skc.  16.  Whenever  on  the  meeting  of  the  legislatare  of  any  State  a  vacancy  exists  in 
the  representation  of  snch  State  in  the  Senate,  the  legLslature  shall  proceed,  on  the  aeeood 
Tuesday  after  meeting  and  organization,  to  elect  a  person  to  fill  such  TacaiK^,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  the  preceding  section  for  the  election  of  a  Senator  for  a  rail  teroL 

Hvx:.  17.  Whenever  daring  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  any  State  a  vacancy  occnrs 
in  the  representation  of  snch  State  in  the  Senate,  similar  proceedings  to  fill  sncb  vacancy 
shall  be  had  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  legislature  has  organized  and  has  notice 
of  snch  vacancy. 

Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  executive  of  the  State  firom  which  any  Senator  has 
been  chosen,  to  certify  his  election,  under  the  seal  of  the  State,  to  the  Pr^^ident  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  19.  The  certificate  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section  shall  be  counteiai^fned  by 
the  secretary  of  state  of  the  State. 


COMMITTEE  ON  PEIYILEGES  AKD  ELECTIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  was  formed  in  the  first  session  of  the 
Forty-second  Congress. 


SENATE  ELECTION  OASES. 


I. 


CASES  CONCERNING  THE  POWER  OF  EXECUTIVES  OF  STATES 

TO  FILL  VACANCIES. 


[Third  Congress — First  seasioiL] 

KENSEY  JOHNS, 
of  Delaware. 

Gteorse  Read,  a  Senator  ft*oin  Delaware,  resigpied  his  seat  in  December,  1793,  during  the  recem  of 
the  legislature  of  said  State.  The  legislature  met  in  January  and  adjourned  in  February,  1794. 
On  the  I9th  of  March,  Kensey  Johns  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  said  State  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
It  was  determined  that  Mr.  Johns  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  a  session  of  the  leg^lature  having 
intervened  between  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Read  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Johns. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Annals  of  Congress,  3d  Cong.,  1793-'95, within  pages  73-78. 

Monday,  March  24,  1794. 

Kensey  Johns  appeared  and  produced  his  credentials  of  an  appointment  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Delaware  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States;  which  were  read. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  that  they  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee 
of  EHections  before  the  said  Kensey  Johns  should  be  permitted  to  qualify,  who  are  di- 
rected to  report  thereon;  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  13,  nays  12;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  fklwards,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Langdon, 
Livermore,  Martin,  Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Taylor.  , 

Nays — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Izard,  Mitchell, 
Morris,  Potts,  Rutherlurd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Wednesday,  Marcli  26,  1794. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
credentials  of  Kensey  Johns,  appointed  by  the  executive  of  the  Stat€  of  Delaware  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States  in  the  place  of  George  Read,  resigned. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Thursday,  March  27,  1794. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Kensey  Johns,  appointed  by  the  executive  of 
the  State  of  Delaware  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  that  the  report  be  recommitted,  it  passed  in  the  negative;  and, 

After  progress,  it  was 

Ordered  J  That  the  further  consideration  of  this  report  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

• 

Friday,  March  28,  1794. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Kensey  Johns,  appointed  by  the  executive  of  the 
State  of  Delaware  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States;  which  report  is  as  follows: 
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BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTBE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Bradley,  Ellsworth,  Mitchell,  Ratherfbrd,  Brown, 
Livermore,  and  Taylor.] 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  an  appoint- 
ment by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware  of  Kensey  Johns  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  report — 

That  George  Read,  a  Senator  for  the  State  of  Delaware,  resigned  his  seat  upon  the 
18th  day  of  December,  1793,  and  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  said  State. 

That  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  met  in  January  and  adjourned  in  Febroary, 
1794. 

That  upon  the  19th  day  of  March,  and  subsequent  to  the  adjournment  of  the  said 
legislature,  Kensey  Johns  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  said  State  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  resignation  aforesaid. 

Whereupon  the  committee  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  Kensey  Johns,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Delaware 
as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  said  State,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  a  session  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  having  intervened 
between  the  resignation  of  the  said  Greorge  Read  and  the  appointment  of  the  said  Ken- 
sey Johns. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  report,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  20,  nays  7; 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brovni,  Burr,  Butler,  Cabot,  Edwards,  Ellswoiih, 
Frclinghuysen,  Gunn,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  King,  Langdon,  Livermore,  Martin,  Mitchell, 
Monroe,  Robinson,  and  Tayjpr. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Izard,  Morris,  Potts,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Besolvedj  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  the  appointment  of 
Kensey  Johns  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  be  transmitted  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate  to  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Delaware. 


UEIAH   TRACY.  3 


[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1801.] 
UEIAH  TEAOY, 


Senator  from  Connecticut  from  December  6,  1796,  till  his  death,  July  19, 

1807. 

Mr.  Tracy's  first  term  expired  March  3, 1801.  On  March  4,  at  a  special  session  of  the  Senate,  he 
produced  credentials  of  appointment  by  the  governor  of  Connecticut  to  fill  the  vacancy.  It  appears 
from  the  credentials,  which  are  dated  February  20,  1801.  that  the  legislature  of  the  State  was  not 
then  in  session,  and  that  he  was  appointed  "  from  the  3d  of  March  next  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature  of  said  State."  Exception  being  taken  to  his  credentials  he  was  admitted  by  a  vote 
of  13  yeas  to  10  nays.  Under  these  credentials  he  occupied  his  seat  during  the  special  session  of  the 
Senate,  March  4  and  5.  In  May  following  he  was  elected  by  the  legislature,  and  on  December  6, 
the  second  day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  he  produced  his  credentials  of  election  and  the  oath 
was  administered. 

The  brief  history  of  the  case  here  given,  taken  from  the  Annals  of  Congress,  6th  Cong.,  1790-1801, 
page  763,  contains  all  that  there  is  relating  to  it,  neither  the  debate  referred  to  northe  grounds  of  the 
decision  being  given. 

Wednesday,  March  4,  1801. 

Exception  being  taken  to  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tracy,  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Connecticnt,  a  debate  ensued ;  and, 

On  motion  that  he  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  10;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chipman,  Dayton,  Dwight  Foster,  Hillhouse,  Howard,  Livermore,  J. 
Mason,  Morris,  Ogden,  Eoss,  Sheafe,  Wells,  and  White, 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong.  Baldwin,  Brown,  Cocke,  S.  T.  Mason,  Muhlen- 
berg, Nicholas,  Pinckney,  and  Stone. 


JAMES   LANMAN. 


[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1825.] 

JAMES  LANMAN, 
Senator  from  Connecticut  from  March  4,  1819,  to  March  3,  1825. 

Mr.  Lanman's  term  expired  March  3, 1825.  March  4,  1825,  he  produced  credentials  of  appoint- 
ment by  the  jjovemor  to  nil  the  vacancy.  The  credentials  of  appointment  were  dated  February  8, 
1825,  and  set  forth  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  desired  the  Senate  to  convene  on  the 
4th  day  of  March,  and  had  caused  olBcial  notice  of  that  fact  to  l)e  communicated  to  the  governor. 
They  were  "to  take  eflfect  immediately  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1825. and  to  continue  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature."  Exception  Iteing  taken  to  the  credentials,  they  were  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  reported  the  facts  as  above.  On  motion  that  ho  be  admitted,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative,  the  gn*ounds  on  which  the  Senate  proceeded  not  being  given. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  18th  Cong.,  1824-'25,  within  pages  272-283.  A  slightly 
fuller  sketch  of  the  debate  than  that  here  given  may  be  found  in  Niles's  Weekly  Register,  vol.  28, 
31,32. 


Friday,  March  4,  1825. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  James  Lanman,  inclosiug 
the  credentials  of  his  appointment  by  the  governor  of  Connecticut  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  **  to  take  effect  immediately  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1825,  and  to  con- 
tinue until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,"  and  expressing  his  readiness  to  receive 
the  usual  qualifications. 

The  letter  and  credentials  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  that  Mr.  Lanman  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath 
required  by  the  Constitution,  a  debate  ensued,  and, 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  5, 1825. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  yesterday,  '*  that  Mr.  Lanman 
be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution,"  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton, 

Ordered,  That  said  motion,  together  with  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Lanman,  be  referred 
to  a  select  oommittee,  to  consist  of  three  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Tazewell  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted  the  following  motion  for  consideration: 

*  *  Besolvedy  That  the  Hon.  James  Lanman  have  leave  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
on  the  question  as  to  his  right  to  a  seat  therein  under  an  appointment  by  the  executive 
of  Conneeticnt. ' ' 

Monday,  March  7,  1825. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the 
motion  ^*that  Mr.  Lanman  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution," 
together  with  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Lanman,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
read: 

report  of  committee. 

[The  oommittee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Eaton,  Edwards,  and  Tazewell.] 

That  Mr.  Lanman's  term  of  service  in  the  Senate  expired  on  the  3d  March.  On  the 
4th,  he  presented  to  the  Senate  a  certificate,  regularly  and  properly  authenticated,  from 
Oliver  Wolcott,  governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  setting  forth  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  desired  the  Senate  to  convene  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  and  had 
caused  official  notice  of  that  fact  to  be  communicated  to  him. 

The  certificate  of  appointment  is  dated  the  8th  of  February,  1825,  subsequent  to  the 
time  of  notification  to  him  by  the  President.  The  certificate  further  recites  that,  at  the 
time  of  its  execution,  the  legislature  of  the  State  was  not  in  session,  and  would  not  be 
until  the  month  of  May.  ( 

The  committee  have  looked  into  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  to  discover  if  they  could 
find  any  authority  or  decision  by  them  on  this  question;  and  the  following  have  been 
found  recorded: 

"  On  the  27th  of  April,  1797,  William  Cocke  was  appointed  a  Senator  from  that  State 
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by  the  >;overu<*r  of  Tenn<»s.Hee;  bis  term  of  service  having  expirt'U  on  the  3d  of  the  pre- 
ceding Man'h,  and  on  the  Inth  of  May  took  bis  seat,  and  was  qualilieil. 

"On  thf  IW  of  March,  18()1,  the  seat  of  Uriah  Tracy  became  vacant,  the  time  for 
which  lie  had  Inn-n  elected  having  expired.  On  the  *2()tb  of  February  preceding  the 
gi»vt'rnor  of  Connecticut  reappointed  him  a  Senator,  and,  in  pursuant^e  thereof,  he  was 
<|ualiiied  and  took  his  seat. 

*'  Joseph  Anderson,  a  Senator  from  Tennessee,  was  ap|>ointed  by  th<'  govi-mor  a  mem- 
l>er  of  tile  Senate  on  the  (Jth  of  February,  1H09.  and  on  the  1th  of  March  after  took  his 
seat;  the  jM-riod  for  which  he  had  l>een  elected  having  on  the  j)ieceding  day  expired. 

".b»hn  William**,  of  Tennessee,  on  the  'ioth  of  January,  HIT.  was  ap]M)inted  a  Sen- 
at«)r  in  Congress,  to  take  his  seat  on  the  4th  of  Man'h.  when  the  term  for  which  he  had 
iK'en  electeil  would  expin*.     Mr.  Williams  appeared,  wils  (|ualilied,  and  took  his  seat.'* 

In  none  of  these  cases  does  it  appear  that  there  was  any  objection  made,  or  (juestion 
niise<l,  except  in  1>M)1,  in  the  case  of  Mr  Tnwy,  when  the  vote  w:is  \'A  for  and  10  against 
the  right  of  the  menilKT  to  take  his  seat.  Those  are  the  only  analogous  vam^  the  com- 
mittee have  l>een  able  to  timl. 

IJy  referencv  to  the  statute  laws  of  Connecticut  the  comniittee  find  that  in  that  State 
there  is  a  law  ujhmi  this  subj#»ct  which  is  in  the  follo>\ing  words:  "Whenever  any  va- 
cancy shall  hap|>en  in  the  repn's«»ntation  of  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  Cnited  States, 
by  the  expinitlon  of  the  term  of  servi<'«'  of  a  Semitor,  or  by  resignation  or  otherwis*% 
the  general  assembly.  »f  then  in  scission,  shall,  by  a  <*(mcurrent  vote  of  the  senat«'  an«l 
house  of  represt»ntatives,  ])iucee<l  to  till  said  vai-ancy  by  a  newele<"tion;  and  in  <5Ls<«  such 
vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  rei't^ss  of  the  geneml  assembly,  the  governor  shall  appoint 
some  person  to  till  the  same  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  general  assembly.*' 

The  Senate  pnK*ec<le<l  to  cimsider  the  motion  of  the  ."ith  instant,  that  the  Hon.  James* 
l^nnian  have  leave  to  l>e  heartl  at  the  l>ar  of  the  Senate  on  the  question  as  to  his  right 
to  a  si«t  theriMu;  and  agr«»e<l  thereto. 

Mr.  FMwanls  submittiKl  the  following  moticm:  wliieli  was  read: 

"  KrMoIn'ii^  That  the  Hon.  James  I^nman.  appoint^nl  a  S^Mwtor  by  the  g(»vernor  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  lie  now  admittinl  to  the  oath  nM|uire<l  by  the  Const itntion." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  1>*. 
nays  2^5. 

The  yeas  and  nays  l>eing  desire<l  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present. 

Those  who  votc^d  in  the  aHinmitive  are  Messrs.  Bell,  lk)uligny.  Chase,  Clayton,  I)*Wolf, 
PMwards,  Harrison.  Hendricks,  John.Hton  of  I.«ouisiana,  Kane,  Knight,  I Joyd  of  Ma.HHa- 
chusetts,  M*llvaine,  Mills.  Noble,  Rowan,  S<'ym<mr.  and  Thomjis. 

Tliose  who  vote<i  in  the  negative  are  M«*ssrs.  Ilarton,  lU*ntoii.  Iterrien,  Hntnch.  Chan- 
dler, Dickerscm,  Eaton,  Findlay,  (raillanl,  Hayne,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Holme's  ot  Mis- 
sissippi, Jackson,  King  of  Alab:ima,  Lloyd  of  Maryland,  Macon,  Marks,  I^uggles,  Smith, 
Tusewell,  Van  Baren,  Van  Dyke,  and  Williams. 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1837.] 

AMBEOSE  H.  SEVIEK, 

Senator  from  Arkansas  from  December  5, 1836,  to  March  4, 1837,  a/ndfrom 

March  8, 1837,  till  he  resigned,  March  15, 1848. 

The  State  of  Arkansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  June,  1836.  In  October,  1836,  the  legisla' 
ture  of  that  State  elected  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  and  William  S.  Fulton  Senators.  On  the  allotment  of 
the  Arkansas  Senators  to  their  respective  classes,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Sevier  was  placed  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  expired 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1837.  The  legislature  of  Arkansas  had  no  opportunity  to  fill  the  vacancy,  not 
having  been  in  session  after  the  result  of  the  allotment  was  known  in  that  State.  January  17, 1837, 
the  governor  of  Arkansas  appointed  Mr.  Sevier  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  would  take  place  on  the 
3d  of  March.  At  the  special  session  of  the  Senate  in  March  the  credentials  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  committee  reported  that  as  the  time  when  Mr.  Sevier  was  to  go 
out  of  ofiicc  was  decided  by  lot,  and  as  the  legislature,  not  being  in  session  after  this  decision,  could 
not  supply  the  vacancy,  it  came  "  fairly  within  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  contained  in  the 
third  section  of  the  first  article,  which  declares,  '  and  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,' 
&c." ;  and  reported  a  resolution  that  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution  be  administered  to  him. 
March  8  this  resolution  passed  and  Mr.  Sevier  took  his  seat.  No  debates  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  are  found.  Under  these  credentials  Mr.  Sevier  held  the  seat  during  the  remainder  of 
the  special  session  March  S-10,  during  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress,  September  4  to 
October  16,  and  from  December  4-13  of  the  second  session,  when  he  presented  credentials  of  elec- 
tion (which  had  taken  place  November  7)  for  term  ending  March  3, 1843,  and  the  oath  was  adminis- 
tered. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Congressional  Qlobe,  2d  sess.  24th  Cong.,  pages  1  and  209,  and  during  the  special 
session  from  the  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  24th  Cong.,  1836-*37,  within  pages  ^8-^67.  No  fuller  account 
of  the  proceedings  during  the  special  session  than  that  taken  from  the  Senate  Journal  is  found. 

Monday,  December  5, 1836. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier  and  W.  S.  Fulton, 
Senators-elect  from  the  State  of  Arkansas.  The  Vice-President  administered  the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  they  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box  three  papers  of  equal  size,  num- 
bered 1,  2,  3.  Each  of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  Arkansas  draw  out  one  paper. 
No.  1,  if  drawn,  shall  entitle  the  member  to  be  placed  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose 
terms  of  service  will  expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837;  No.  2  in  the  class  whose  terms  will 
expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1839;  and  No.  3  in  the  class  whose  terms  will  expire  on  the 
3d  day  of  March,  1841. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  order,  Mr.  Sevier  drew  from  the  ballot-box  No.  1,  and  Mr. 
Fulton  No.  3.  Therefore  Mr.  Sevier's  term  empires  on  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  and  Mr. 
Fulton's  on  the  3d  of  March,  1841. 

Monday,  February  27,  1837. 

Mr.  Fulton  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  governor  of  Arkansas  to  fill  the  vacancy  that  will  occur  on  tiie  4th  of 
March  next,  for  the  term  of  six  years. 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  doubts  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  making  an  appoint- 
ment, no  vacancy  having  occurred. 

Mr.  Fulton  remarked  that  he  and  his  colleague  were  aware  of  this  diflBlculty;  but  he 
{Mr.  F.),  supposing  that  it  would  be  a  matter  for  the  next  Senate  to  act  upon,  presented 
the  credentials  under  that  impression. 

The  Chair  said  that  it  was  not  for  the  Senate  to  consider  the  qualifications  of  Senators 
elect^  to  the  next  Congress.     That  Congress  must  act  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  that  he  had  very  great  doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  appointment,  and 
did  not  at  all  doubt  the  patriotic  motives  which  influenced  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  expressing  himself  as  he  had  done.  Mr.  S.  cared  not  how  the  matter  should 
be  decided,  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Webster  was  sure  that  the  honorable  Senator  was  very  indifferent  as  to  how  the 
question  might  be  decided,  and  would  give  him  credit  as  to  his  motives  in  intimating 
that  there  might  be  some  irregularity  in  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Sevier  expressed  himseff  quite  satisfied  with  the  course  pursued  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
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Satueday,  March  4,  1837. 

The  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  whose  credentials  were  read  the  27th  February,  1837, 
appearing  for  the  purpose  of  being  qualified, 
On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama, 
Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  ot  the  same  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Monday,  March  6,  1837. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier, 
and, 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Fulton, 
Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Tuesday,  MarcJt  7,  1837. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  submitted  the  following  report: 

REPOET  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Grundy  (chairman),  Crittenden,  Morris,  King  of 
Georgia,  and  Wall.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  submit  the  following 
report: 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  State  of  Arkansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union,*and 
the  legislature  of  that  State,  in  the  month  of  October,  1836,  elected  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  and 
William  S.  Fulton  Senators  to  represent  the  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
It  also  appears  that  upon  the  allotment  of  the  said  Arkansas  Senators  to  their  resx>ective 
classes,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  the  said 
Ambrose  H.  Sevier  was  placed  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of  service  expired  on 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1837,  and  that  the  legislature  of  Arkansas  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  filling  the  vacancy,  not  having  been  in  session  since  the  fact  that  the  vacancy  would 
occur  could  have  been  known  in  that  State.  The  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  on 
the  17th  day  of  January  last  commissioned  the  said  Sevier  as  Senator  to  fill  the  vacancy 
which  would  take  place  on  the  3d  of  March.  Upon  this  state  of  the  case  the  question 
is  presented  whether  the  said  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  is  entitled  to  his  seat  under  the  appoint- 
ment made  by  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  ?  In  looking  into  the  practice  of 
the  Senate  upon  the  subject  of  executive  appointments,  no  case  like  the  present  has  been 
found.  Several  cases  have  occurred  in  which  the  executives  of  difierent  States  in  antic- 
ipation of  the  expiration  of  the  regular  term  of  service  have  appointed  Senators  (the  leg- 
islatures not  being  in  session),  and  in  all  of  these  cases  the  Senators  thus  appointed  were 
admitted  to  their  seats,  until  the  called  session  of  the  Senate  in  March,  1825,  when  Mr. 
I^anman,  of  Connecticut,  whose  term  of  service  expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  1825,  pro- 
duced his  credentials  from  the  governor  of  Connecticut  and  the  Senate  decided  he  was 
not  entitled  to  his  seat  by  a  vote  of  23  to  18. 

This  decision  seems  to  have  been  generally  acquiesced  in  since  that  time;  nor  is  it  in- 
tended by  the  committee  to  call  its  correctness  in  question.  The  principle  asserted  in 
that  case  is  that  the  legislature  of  a  State  by  making  elections  themselves  shall  provide 
for  all  vacancies  which  must  occur  at  stated  and  known  periods;  and  that  the  expiration 
of  a  regular  term  of  service  is  not  such  a  contingency  as  is  embraced  in  the  second  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution. 

The  case  now  under  consideration  is  wholly  diflerent  in  principle.  The  time  when 
Mr.  Sevier  was  to  go  out  of  office  under  his  election  made  by  the  legislature  of  Arkansas 
was  decided  by  lot,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  on  that  subject. 
After  the  decision  thus  made,  the  legislature  of  Arkansas,  not  being  in  session,  could  not 
supply  the  vacancy;  and  the  case,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  comes  fairly  within 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  contained  in  the  third  section  of  the  firet  article,  which 
declares,  '*and  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise  during  the  recess  of  the 
legislature  of  any  State  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporarj'  appointments  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies. ' ' 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Sevier  is  entitled  to  his  seat  under  the  execu- 
tive appointment  of  the  17th  of  January,  1837,  and  therefore  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  have  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution  administered  to  him. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resofntion;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  that  the  report  be  printed. 
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Wednesday,  March  8,  1837. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier;  and, 

On  the  question,  "Will  the  Senate  agree  to  the  resolution?  "  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  26,  nays  19. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Grundy,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White, 
Wright,  and  Young. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Prentiss, 
Robbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swifb,  Webster,  and  Williams. 

Whereupon  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sevier,  and 
he  took  his  se»t  in  the  Senate. 
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[Thirty-second  Congress— Second  session.] 

EOBEET  0.  WINTHEOP, 

Senator  from  Massachusetts  from  July  30, 1850,  to  February  7, 1851. 

Mr.  Winlbrop  was  appointed  July  27, 1850,  to  fill  a  vacancy  happening  in  the  Senate  by  tlie  resiip- 
nation  of  Daniel  Webster.  February  1,  1851,  Bobert  Rantoul  was  elected  by  the  legislature  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term.  February  4,  Mr.  Rantoul  not  having  appeared  to  take  the  seat,  Mr.  Winthrop 
offered  a  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to, "  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  and  report 
to  the  Senate,  as  early  as  practicable,  at  what  period  the  terra  of  service  of  a  Senator  appointed  by 
the  executive  of  a  State  during  the  recess  of  the  le^^islature  thereof  rightfully  expires."  The  com- 
mittee reported  that  a  person  so  appointed  had  a  right  to  the  seat  until  the  legislature,  at  its  next 
meeting,  should  elect  a  person  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  and  the  person  elected  should  accept,  and 
his  acceptance  appear  to  the  Senate ;  that  presentation  of  credentials  implied  acceptance ;  that  these 
views  were  sustained  by  precedents.  The  report  was  debated,  but  no  action  taken,  the  whole 
subject  being  laid  on  the  tabic.  Mr.  Winthrop  vacated  the  seat  February  7, 1851,  when  Mr.  Rantours 
credentials  were  presented. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  31st  Cong.,  1850-'51,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  from 
Senate  Reports,  2d  sess.  31st  Cong.,  1850-'51,  No.  269. 

The  debates  on  the  case  are  found  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  2d  sess.  31st  Cong.,  vol.  23,  within 
pages  425-478,  special  references  to  which  are  inserted  below. 

Tuesday,  February  4,  1851. 

Mr.  Winthrop  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

*  'Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate,  as 
early  as  practicable,  at  what  period  the  term  of  service  of  a  Senator  appointed  by  the 
executive  of  a  State  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  thereof  rightfully  expires.*' 

[Mr.  Winthrop  accompanied  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  by  some  remarks  on 
the  practice  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  subject,  expressing  a  desire  in  his  own  case  to 
hold  his  seat  just  so  long  as  he  was  constitutionaUy  entitled  thereto  and  no  longer. 
These  remarks  are  found  on  pages  425,  426  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.  ] 

Wednesday,  February  5, 1851. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  consisting  of  Messrs,  Butler  (chair- 
man), Berrien,  Bradbury,  Dayton,  and  Downs,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  inquire  and  report  at  what  period  the  term  of  service  of  a  Senator  appointed 
by  the  executive  of  a  State  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  thereof  rightfully  expires^ 
submitted  a  report,  which  was  o^ered  to  be  printed. 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEB. 

In  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Febbuaby  5, 1851. — Sijibmitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Butler  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  directing  said 
committee  to  inquire  and  report  at  what  period  the  term  of  service  of  a  Senator  ap- 
pointed by  the  executive  of  a  State  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  thereof  right- 
fully expires,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report: 

The  question  presented  by  the  resolution  turns  mainly  upon  the  construction  of  the 
clause  of  Article  I,  section  2,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  provides 
that  "  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  fill  such  vacancies.''  ^ 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  sitting  member  under  executive  appoint- 
ment has  a  right  to  occupy  his  seat  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  which  he  is  a  Senator  during  the  next  meeting  thereof.  To  fill  such 
vacancy  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  make  an  election,  but  that  the  person  elected  shall 
accept  the  appointment.  And  your  committee  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  such  ac- 
ceptance should  appear  by  the  presentation  to  the  Senate  of  the  credentials  of  the  mem- 
ber-elect, or  other  official  information  of  the  lact — at  which  time  the  office  of  the  sitting 
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member  terminates.  When  the  member-elect  is  present  and  ready  to  qnalify  his  ex- 
press acceptance  is  at  once  made  known;  and  when  his  credentials  are  presented  in  his 
absence  his  acceptance  may  be  iairly  implied. 

These  general  views  are  sustained  by  precedents.  An  early  one  may  be  found  in  the 
SenaJie  Journal  of  1809,  page  381,  where  the  question  was  settled,  after  debate,  by  the 
adoption  on  the  6th  of  June  of  the  following  resolution: 

''Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Samuel  Smith,  a  Senator  appointed  by  the  executive  of 
Maryland  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  happened  in  the  office  of  Senator  for  that  State,  is 
entitled  to  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  during  the  session  of  the  leg- 
islature of  Maryland,  which,  by  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  said  State,  was  to 
commence  on  the  5th  day  of  the  present  month  of  June,  unless  said  legislature  shall  fill 
such  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  a  Senator,  and  this  Senate  be  officially  informed 
thereof ' ' 

The  precedent  in  this  case  has  been  uniformly  followed  from  that  time  to  the  present 
in  the  many  cases  that  have  arisen  involving  the  same  question. 

[A  list  of  precedents  accompanying  the  report  is  found  annexed  to  the  report  in  the 
volume  of  Senate  Reports  referred  to  in  the  head-note.  It  is  not  printed  here,  as  all  the 
cases  are  included  in  the  list  of  appointments  on  page  48  of  this  book.] 

Friday,  February  7,  1851. 

Mr.  Winthrop  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Rantoul,  jr.,  elected  a 
Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Daniel  Webster;  which  were  read. 

[Mr.  Winthrop  stated  that  he  presented  the  credentials  "with  the  understanding 
that,- agreeably  to  the  recent  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  the  presentation  of  the 
credentials  would  imply  an  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  Senator-elect,  so  far  forth  at 
least  as  to  terminate  the  office  of  the  sitting  m&nber."  These  remarks  are  found  on 
pages  459,  460  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.] 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  committee  with  the  view  of  deciding 
whether  the  retiring  member  is  entitled  to  his  seat.* 

[Some  remarks  on  the  report  are  found  on  page  460  of  the  Congressional  Globe  re- 
ferred to.] 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered 
by  unanimous  consent: 

'  'Resolved,  That  a  Senator  appointed  by  the  executive  of  a  State  to  fill  a  vacancy  is 
entitled  to  hold  his  seat  until  the  Senate  is  satisfied  that  a  successor  is  elected  and  has 
accepted  the  office:  Provided,  Such  election  and  acceptance  take  place  during  the  session 
of  the  legislature  held  next  after  the  vacancy  occurs,  and  that  such  acceptance  ought  not 
to  be  inferred  from  the  mere  presentation  to  the  Senate  of  the  credentials  of  the  newly- 
elected  Senator." 

[A  debate  on  the  question  whether  the  right  to  a  seat  under  executive  appointment 
expires  on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  or  not  until  an  election  has  taken 
place  is  found  on  pages  460-463.  ] 

Mr.  Rhett  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  by 
strikmg  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved"  and  inserting  the  following: 

' '  That  a  Senator  holding  a  seat  by  appointment  of  the  executive  of  a  State  can  only  fill 
the  same  '  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature*  thereof,  at  which  time  it  devolves 
upon  the  legislature  of  the  State  to  fill  the  vacancy  then  existing,  "f 

[The  debate  on  the  same  question  is  continued  on  pages  463-£s5  of  the  Congressional 
Globe  referred  to.] 

An  amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Rhett,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hale  that  the 
resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  22,  nays  25. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rhett,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifbh  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Benton,  Bradbury,  Butler,  Chase, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Gwin,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hunter, 
Jones,  King,  Miller,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pratt,  Sturgeon,  Upham,  and  Wales. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Clarke,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,Foote,  Greene,  Man- 
gum,  Mason,  Morton,  Norris,  Rhett,  Rusk,  Smith,  Soul^,  Spruance,  Tumey,  Underwood, 
Walker,  Whitcomb,  and  Yulee. 

[The  debate  on  the  same  subject  is  continued  on  x>a^^  465-467  of  the  Congressional 
Globe  referred  to.] 

*  This  motion  is  taken  from  the  Congressional  Globe.    It  does  not  appear  in  the  Senate  JonmaL 
t  This  amendment  is  taken  from  the  Congressional  Globe.    It  does  not  appear  in  the  Senate  Jour^ 
naL 
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Satubday,  Fe^ruarp  8,  1851. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  yesteday  bj  Mr. 
Bayis,  of  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  the  duration  of  an  appointment  nmde  by  the  execu- 
tive of  a  State  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Senate,  and  after  debate  (which  is  foond  on  p^es 
477,  478  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to), 

Mr.  Baldwin  proposed  the  following  resolution  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts: 

^^Besolvedy  That  a  Senator  appointed  by  the  executive  of  a  State  in  consequence  of  the 
happening  of  a  vacancy  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  is  entitled  to  hold  his  seat 
under  the  temporary  appointment  of  the  executive  until  such  vacancy  is  Ulled  by  the  legis- 
lature at  the  next  session  thereof,  and  the  person  appointed  to  fill  the  same  shall  appear 
and  be  qualified  therefor,  pursuant  to  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution."  * 

[Remarks  to  the  effect  that  nothing  practical  was  before  the  Senate,  Mr.  Winthrop 
having  vacated  his  seat  and  Mr.  Rantoul  not  having  appeared,  are  found  on  page  478  of 
the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.  ] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

*Thi8  resolution  is  taken  from  the  Ck>ni:refl8ional  Globe.    It  does  not  appear  in  the  Senate  Jour 
naL 
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[Thirty-second  CSongress — Seoond  session.] 

AECHIBALD  DIXON, 
Senator  from  Kentucky  from  December  20, 1852,  till  March  3, 1855. 

]>ecember  15, 1851 ,  Henry  Clay  addressed  a  letter  to  the  general  assembly  of  Kentucky  resigning 
his  scat  in  the  Senate,  "  to  take  elfcct  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1852.**  December  30, 1^1, 
Arcliibald  Dixon  was  elected  by  the  legislature  to  fill  that  unexpired  term.  June  29, 1852,  during 
the  recess*  of  the  legislature,  Henry  Clay  died.  July  6,  the  governor  appointed  David  Meriwether 
Senator  '*  until  the  time  the  resignation  of  Henry  Clay  takes  effect."  Mr.  Meriwether's  credentials 
were  presented  and  he  took  his  seat  July  15,  and  held  it  until  Congress  adjourned  August  31.  Decem- 
ber G,  the  Senate  reassembled,  Mr.  Meriwether  did  not  appear,  and  Mr.  Dixon  api)eared  and  pre- 
sented his  credentials.  Objection  was  made  to  his  taking  the  oath  of  office,  on  the  ground  that  the 
seal  belonged  to  Mr.  Meriwether ;  that  Mr.  Meriw-cther  had  been  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  happen- 
ing by  the  death  of  a  Senator,  und  th^t  he  had  a  right  to  the  seat  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  governor  to  limit  his  term  of  office  to  the  first  Monday 
ill  Soptciul)er,  18r)2.  Tlie  seat  was  vacant  until  December  20,  when  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  27  yeas 
to  IG  nays  resolved  that  Mr.  Dixon  had  been  duly  elected  "  to  fill  the  vacancy  m  the  Senate  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  and  was  entitled  to  a  seat  therein." 

Tbe  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Senate  Journals,  1st  and  2d  sess.  32d  Cong.,  1851-'52and  1852-'53.  There  being  no 
report  of  a  commiltee  in  the  case,  an  extract  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Rusk  (page  93  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe,  vol.  26.  2d  sess.  32d  Cong.,  December  20, 1^2)  is  given,  which  states  briefly  the 
main  |)oints  under  discussion  by  the  Senate. 

Special  references  to  each  day's  debates  on  the  subject,  most  of  which  are  found  within  pages 
1-96  of  the  Congressional  Globe  above  referred  to,  are  inserted  below. 

[Extract  f^om  remarks  of  Thomas  J.  Rusk,  of  Texas,  in  Senate,  December  20, 1852.] 


(» < 


The  following  fiicts  make  up  the  case:  On  the  17th  of  December,  1851,  Henry  Clay 
was  a  Senator  from  Kentucky,  chosen  by  the  legislature  for  six  years,  which  would  have 
expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  1855.  Being  so  a  Senator,  he  resigned  by  a  communication 
to  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  declaring  that  it  was  to  take  eflfect  on  the  first  Monday 
in  September,  1852.  The  legislature,  then  in  session,  received  the  resignation,  and  chose 
Mr.  Di.xon  to  till  the  vacancy  thus  tp  occur  from  the  first  Monday  in  September,  1852, 
to  the  lid  day  of  March,  1855.  The  legislature  then  adjourned.  On  the  29th  day  of 
June,  1852,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Clay  died,  and  the 
governor  of  that  State  made  a  *  temporary  appointment'  of  Mr.  Meriwether  as  a  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  to  hold  the  seat  until  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1852.  Mr.  Meri- 
wether immediately  took  the  vacant  seat,  and  held  it  until  Congress  adjourned  on  the 
la»t  day  of  August,  1852.  On  the  6th  of  December,  1852,  the  Senate  reassemblas,  Mr. 
Meriwether  does  not  appear,  and  Mr.  Dixon  appears  and  presents  his  credentials,  and 
claims  the  vacant  seat. 

"  Manifestly,  Mr.  Dixon  is  one  of  two  Senators  'chosen  by  the  legislature '  of  Kentucky 
'  for  six  years, '  and  he  was  chosen  to  fill  a  vacancy  which  has  happened  in  the  term  of 
Mr.  Clay. 

' '  The  whole  question  turns  on  the  point,  how  did  this  vacancy  happen?  Mr.  Clay  re- 
signed, fixing  the  first  Monday  of  September  as  the  day  when  he  should  vacate  his  seat, 
and  died,  nevertheless,  a  Senator  before  that  day  arrived.  Mr.  Dixon  was  appointed  by 
the  legislature  when  in  session,  before  not  only  the  day  which  Mr.  Clay's  resignation 
fixed  lor  his  retirement,  but  also  before  Mr.  Clay's  death. 

"We  who  maintain  Mr.  Dixon's  title  insist  that  the  vancancy  happened  by  Mr.  Clay's 
resignation.  On  the  contrary,  those  who  deny  Mr.  Dixon's  title  insist  that  the  vacancy 
happened  by  Mr.  Clay's  death. 

"Four  questions  arise: 
First.  Can  a  Senator  resign  ? 

Second.  Can  a  Semitor  resigning  appoint  a  future  day  for  kia  retirement  from  the  Senate  f 
Third.  Can  the  proper  appointing  power  receive  such  a  resignation,  and  prospectively 
till  the  vacancy  ? 

"Fourth.  If  the  legislature  so  prospectively  fill  the  vacancy,  can  the  appointment  be 
dcfiatvd  by  the  death  of  the  resigning  Senator  before  the  arrival  of  the  day  fixed  for  his 
retirement  from  the  Senate? 

"If  a  Senator  can  resign,  and  can  so  resign  prospectively,  and  if  the  legislature  can 
so  till  the  vacancy  prospectively,  and  if  their  action  cannot  be  defeated  by  the  death  of 
the  resigning  Senator,  then  Mr.  Dixon's  title  is  good,  valid,  and  complete. 

"The  first  question  is  expressly  decided  by  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that  va- 
cancies may  '  happen  by  resignation.' 

"The  second  question  id  decided  by  an  unbroken  succession  of  precedents  from  the 
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foandatiQn  of  the  Qoyemment.  Mr.  Bledsoe  so  resigned,  fixing  a  future  day;  so  did 
Mr.  Clay  in  1842;  so  did  Mr.  Berrien  in  1852;  and  so  did  Mr.  Foote  in  1852. 

'*  The  third  question  is  answered  with  equal  distinctness  by  precedents.  The  legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  prospectively  filled  the  vacancy  made  by  Mr.  Clay's  resignation  in 
1842;  the  governor  of  Georgia  prospectively  filled  the  vacancy  of  Mr.  Berrien  in  1852; 
and  the  governor  or  legislature  of  Mississippi  prospectively  filled  the  vacancy  of  Mr. 
Foote  in  1852. 

^*  The  only  question  remaining  is  the  fourth:  Can  the  death  of  the  resigning  Senator 
after  the  legislature  has  prospectively  filled  the  vacancy,  and  before  the  day  fixed  for 
his  retirement,  defeat  the  appointment  of  his  successor  already  made?" 

[Transcript  of  proceedings  from  the  Journals.] 

Thursday,  July  15,  1852. 

Mr.  Bright  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  David  Meriwether,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  until  the  first  Monday  in  September 
next,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay ;  which  were 
read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered  to  Mr.  Meriwether,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[A  debate  on  the  question  whether  Mr.  Meriwether's  credentials  should  be  referred  to 
a  committee  on  account  of  the  irregularity  they  contained  of  limiting  the  term  of  service 
to  tiie  first  Monday  in  September  is  found  on  pages  1783, 1784  of  the  Congressional  Globe, 
vol.  24,  part  3,  1st  sess.  32d  Cong.,  1851-'52.  J 

Monday,  December  6,  1852. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon, 
chosen  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  to  serve  for  the 
unexpired  term  rendered  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  to  take  effect 
from  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1862,  until  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  said  Henry 
Clay  was  elected;  which  were  read. 

An  objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Gwin  to  administering  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  to 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Dixon,  a  debate  ensued,  and  the  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Gwin: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  Archibald  Dixon,  esq.,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five,  to  consider  and  report  thereon." 

And  Mr.  Mangum  having  proposed  the  following  amendment:  Insert  at  the  end  of 
the  resolution,  ''  and  that  the  said  Archibald  Dixon  be  now  qualified  and  permitted  to 
take  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  occupy  the  same  pending  the  action  of  the  said  commit- 
tee," 

By  unanimous  consent  the  proceeding  thereon  was  8usi)ended. 

******* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon, 
and,  after  further  debate,  on  motion,  and  by  unanimous  consent,  the  proceeding  thereon 
was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  report  of  a  committee. 

******* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon, 
with  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Gwin. 

[The  debates  of  this  day  on  the  subject  are  found  on  pages  1-^5  of  the  volume  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.  They  include  a  discussion  of  the 
prima  facie  right  of  Mr.  Dixon  to  the  seat  pending  the  action  of  the  Senate.] 

Tuesday,  December  7,  1852. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials,  &c 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  12-19  of  the  Globe.] 

Wednesday,  December  8,  1852. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon, 
with  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Gwin,  and, 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Badger, 
Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Monday,  December  13,  1852. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon, 
with  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Gwin. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hunter,  and  by  unanimous  consent, 

Ordered,  That,  until  the  question  thereon  be  decided,  the  name  of  Mr.  Meriwether  be 
omitted  in  any  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  Mangum  withdrew  the  amendment  which  he  offered,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee, 
offered  the  followinpj  as  an  amendment  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Gwin,  to  strike  ont  all 
after  the  word  ' '  resolved, ' '  and  insert:  ' '  That  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon  wasdnly  elected 
by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Senate  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  and  is  entitled  to  a  seat  therein."  * 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4U-47  of  the  Globe.] 

Wednesday,  December  15, 1852. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  58-62  of  the  Globe.] 

Thuesday,  December  16,  1852. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  69-76  of  the  Globe.] 

Monday,  December  20,  1852. 

The  Senate  resumed  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon, 
with  the' resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Gwin. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out,  after 
the  word  "resolved/'  *'that  the  credentialsof  Archibald  Dixon,  esq.,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  shall  consider  and  report  thereon ; "  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
inserting,  "that  the  Hon.  Archibald  Dixon  was  duly  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Senate  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  and  is  entitled  to  a  seat  therein,"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  27,  nays  16. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  w^ho  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Brooke, 
Butler,  Chase,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Davis,  Dawson,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Fish,  Geyer,  Hale,  Jones 
of  Tennessee,  Miller,  Morton.  Pearce,  Kusk,  Seward,  Smith,  Sproance,  Summer,  Under- 
wood, Upham,  and  Wade. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Bright, 
Cass,  Cathcart,  De  Saussure,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Doaglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Gwin,  Mason, 
Norris,  Toucey,  and  Weller. 

So  the  proposed  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  .resolution  as  amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative; 
and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  Mr.  Dixon,  and  he  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  90-96  of  the  Globe.] 

COMPENSATION  OF  MB.   MEBIWBTHEB. 

Tuesday,  December  21, 1852. 

Mr.  Rusk  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read: 

'  *  Besolvedf  That  the  Hon.  David  Meriwether,  late  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State 
of  Kentacl^,  be  paid  bis  mileage  and  per  diem  up  to  the  20th  day  of  December  inclu- 
sive." 

[Some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  are  found  on  page  105  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Wednesday,  January  5,  1853. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Rusk  the  21st  of  December  last,  to  pay  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Meriwether  his  per  diem  and  mileage,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  it  pass. 

[Remarks  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  are  found  on  pages  220-221  of  the  Congres- 
sional Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

*  This  amendment  is  taken  from  the  Globe.    It  does  not  appear  in  the  Senate  Journal. 
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[Thirty-tbiid  Congress — First  session.] 

SAMUEL  S.  PHELPS, 

Senator  from  Vermont  from  March  4,  1839,  to  March  3,  1851,  and  /ram 

January  19,  1853,  to  March  17, 1854. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Vermont  January  17, 1853j  during:  the  recess  of  the 
legislature,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate  happening  by  the  death  of  William  Upham.  Mis  creden- 
tials were  presented  and  he  took  his  seat  January  19.  The  legislature  met  in  October  and  adjourned 
in  December  without  electing  a  Senator  to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  Mr.  Phelps  had  held  the  seat 
during  the  remainder  of  the  second  session  of  the  Thirty-second  Congress,  ending  March  3,  and 
during  the  special  sesnion  of  the  Senate  March  4  to  April  11.  December  29  he  again  attended.  Jan- 
uary 4, 1^34,  the  Senate  resolved  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  whether  he  was  enti- 
tled to  retain  his  seat.  January  16  the  committee  reported  the  resolution,  "  that  the  Hon.  Samuel 
S.  Phelps  i.s  entitled  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States."  It  was  accompanied  by  a  minor- 
ity report  adverse  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Phelps  to  a  seat.  March  16  the  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  12  yeas  to  26  nays,  and  it  was  **  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Samuel  S. 
Phelps  is  not  entitled  to  retain  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States." 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consistsof  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  1st  sess.  33d  Cong.,  l%3-'54,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee 
(majority  and  minority),  from  Senate  Reports,  Jst  sess.  33d  Cong.,  vol.  1, 1853-'54,  Report  No.  34. 

The  debates  in  the  case,  which  are  extended,  are  found  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  vol.  28,  part  1, 
1st  sess.  33d  Cong.,  and  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe,  vol.  29,  Ist  seas.  33d  Cong;. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Wednesday,  January  19, 1853. 

Mr.  Foot  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Vermont  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  William  Upham ;  which  were  read. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  Mr.  Phelps,  and  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  January  3, 1854. 

Mr.  Seward  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

*' Whereas  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  was  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  Vermont,  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  which  had  happened  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William  Upham,  a 
Senator  whose  term  of  six  years  would  have  continued  until  the  4th  of  Man^,  1855; 
and 

*' Whereas  it  is  understood  that  since  that  temporary  appointment  was  made  the  legis- 
lature of  Vermont  has  been  convened  at  their  annual  session  and  has  adjourned  without 
filling  such  vacancy:  Therefore, 

'  ^Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  whether  the  Hon.  Samuel  S. 
Phelps  is  entitled  to  retain  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.'' 

[Mr.  Seward  accompanied  the  introduction  of  the  resolution  by  a  statement  of  the 
facts  in  the  case,  which  statement  is  found  on  page  103  of  the  Congressional  Globe  re> 
ferred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Wednesday,  January  4,  1854. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Seward  respecting 
the  right  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

[A  short  debate  is  found  on  pages  115-117  of  the  Globe.] 

•  Monday,  January  16, 1854. 

Mr.  Pettit,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  "to  inquire  whether  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  is  entitled  to  retain  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,"  submitted  a  report  (No.  34),  also  the  views  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  in  relation  to  the  subject;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report,  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pettit, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  bo  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 
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EEPOET  OF  CX)MMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Butler  (chairman),  Toucey,  Bayard,  Geyer,  Pet  tit, 
and  Toombs.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Januaky  16,  1854.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pettit  made  the  following  report;  which  was  considered,  postponed  to,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next,  January  18,  1854: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  4th  of  January,  1854,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  directed  me 
to  make  the  following  report: 

The  following  is  the  resolution  referred  to  the  committee,  to  wit: 

''Whereas  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  was  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  Vermont,  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  which  had  happened  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William  Upham,  a 
Senator,  whose  term  of  six  years.would  have  continued  until  the  4th  of  Marcn,  1855; 
and 

''Whereas  it  is  understood  that  since  that  temporary  appointment  was  made  the  legis- 
lature of  Vermont  has  been  convened  at  their  regular  session,  and  has  adjourned  without 
filling  such  vacancy:  Therefore, 

"'Resolved J  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  whether  the  Hon.  Samuel  S. 
Phelps  isi  entitled  to  retain  a  seat  in  the  Sienate  of  the  United  States." 

The  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  bear  upon  this  question  -may  be  found  in  the 
third  section  of  the  first  article  of  that  instrument,  and  read  as  follows: 

"The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof,  for  six  years;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

"  Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled,  in  consequence  of  the  first  election,  they 
shall  be  divided,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  Senatora  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  second  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth 
year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every  second  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by 
resignation  or  otherwise  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  State  the  executive 
thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies." 

The  committee  do  not  think  that  the  last  clause  of  Article  V  of  the  Constitution, 
which  provides  "  that  no  State,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suf- 
frage ill  the  Senate, ' '  has  any  bearing  on  this  question.  I  f  a  State  refuses  to  appoint  t\vo 
Senators  by  some  means  known  to  the  Constitution,  it  does  consent  to  be  deprived  of  its 
equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate.  And  in  such  case  the  Senate  cannot  supply  the  deficiency 
by  creating  a  Senator;  but  it  can  determine  upon  the  validity  of  his  appointment, 
whether  it  comes  from  the  legislature  or  the  executive  of  the  State. 

There  arc  two  modes  by  which  Senators  may  be  appointed,  and  whether  appointed  by 
the  one  or  the  other  mode,  they  possess  the  same  power  and  exercise  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  and  receive  the  same  emoluments.  These  modes  may  be  called  primary  and 
contingent.  The  first  rests  with  the  legislature  and  the  second  with  the  executive  of  the 
State,  when  a  vacancy  happens  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  in  providing  these 
two  modes  by  which  Senators  may  be  appointed,  had  in  view  the  obvious  propriety,  if 
not  necessity,  of  having  two  Senators  from  each  State  at  all  times  in  commission  and 
ready  for  public  service.  The  committee  do  not  think  that  the  language  above  quoted, 
"  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature,"  is  very  perspicuous,  definite,  or  concise  in  its  phraseology  or  meaning, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  subject  to  two  constructions.  By  one  of  these  constructions 
both  the  power  to  appoint  and  the  term  of  office  of  the  appointee  would  terminate  upon 
the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  thus  leave  the  State  for  some  days,  until  the  legisla- 
ture could  appoint  and  the  new  Senator  reach  the  seat  of  government,  without  an  ' '  equal 
suffrage  in  the  Senate,"  a  condition  which  the  committee  think  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  constitutional  convention  to  avoid.  ' '  The  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary 
appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature. ' '  What  may  be  done  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature  ?  May  appointments  be  made  until  that  time?  Or  may 
the  appointee  hold  his  office  until  that  period  and  no  longer?  Or  do  both  determine  on 
the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature? 

The  committee  think  it  is  a  limitation  upon  the  power  of  the  executive  to  make  ap- 
pointments in  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  and  which  cannot  be  exercised  after  its  next 
meeting;  but  that  the  force  or  effect  of  such  appointment,  viz,  the  commission  and  office, 
continue  until  superseded  by  the  action  of  the  primary  appointing  power,  or  the  expira- 
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tion  of  the  Senatorial  term.  In  giving  this  exposition  to  this  provision  of  the  Constitii- 
tion,  the  committee  believes  it  has  consulted  and  gives  effect  to  the  spirit  of  that  instm- 
ment,  and  has  found  the  true  intention  and  design  of  its  framers,  that  the  Senate  should 
be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1809,  the  Senate  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Samuel  Smith,  a  Senator  appointed  by  the  ezecntive  of 
Maryland  to  till  the  vacancy  which  happened  in  the  offi^ce  of  Senator  for  t^^t  State,  is 
entitled  to  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  during  the  session  of  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  which,  by  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  said  State,  was  to 
commence  on  the  5th  day  of  the  present  month  of  June,  unless  said  l^islaiure  shall  fill 
such  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  a  Senator,  and  this  Senate  be  officially  informed 
thereof. '^ 

The  Senate,  in  this  instance,  after  able  and  full  debate,  has  solemnly  determined  that 
the  office  of  a  Senator  appointed  by  the  executive  does  not  end  on  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature,  but  that  it  may  continue  during  its  session. 

The  construction  that  the  office  does  not  terminate  on  the  meeting  of  the  legislature 
has  received  the  uniform  approval  of  the  Senate  from  that  time  till  this;  for  in  all  in- 
stances (and  they  are  numerous)  the  Senator  appointed  by  the  executive  has  not  only 
held  his  office  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  but  until  his  successor  was  ap- 
pointed and  made  his  appearance  here  to  qualify. 

In  the  late  cases  of  Mr.  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Rantoul,  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  Mr. 
Meriwether  and  Mr.  DixQu,  of  Kentucky,  many  able  Senators,  to  whose  opinions  great 
deference  is  due,  expressed  their  convictions  that  it  was  a  limitation  of  time  within  which 
the  appointment  ipust  be  made,  but  that  the  office  continued  until  superseded  by  the 
legislature.  If,  then,  the  office  does  not  terminate  on  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  when 
will  it  terminate?  Can  meeting  be  construed  into  end,  dissolution,  or  adjournment? 
Your  committee  think  not. 

With  these  adjudications  of  the  Senate,  and  the  exposition  in  debate  by  able  Senators, 
and  in  view  of  the  propriety  if  not  the  necessity  of  having  a  full  representation  finom 
each  State  in  the  Senate  before  us,  and  believing  the  language  of  the  Constitution  war- 
rants the  interpretation  we  have  given  it,  your  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  is  entitled  to  retain  his  seat,  and  offer  for  adoption  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  is  entitled  to  retain  his  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 


MINOBiry  BEPOBT. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  4th  instant,  which  reads  as  follows — 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire  whether  the  Hon.  Samuel  S. 
Phelps  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  " — 

Has  reported  thereon. 

As  the  undersigned  dissent  from  the  conclusions  of  a  m^jorityof  their  colleagues,  they 
ask  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  minority.  The  facts  upon  which  the  res- 
olution was  founded  are  as  follows: 

That  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  was  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  which  had  occurred  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William  Up- 
ham,  a  Senator,  whose  term  of  six  years  would  have  continued  untU  the  4th  March, 
1856;  and  that  since  the  temporary  appointment  by  the  governor  of  said  State,  the  legis- 
lature of  Venuont  has  been  convened  at  their  annual  session,  and  a4ioumed  without 
filling  the  vacancy,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  which  reads  as  follows: 

**  And  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies." 

The  qaestion  presented  to  the  committee  by  the  foregoing  resolution  may  be  thus 
stated:  What  shall  be  the  operation  of  an  appointment  of  a  Senator  made  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  a  State  in  the  recess  of  its  legislature  where  the  legislature  has  met  and  failed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  by  an  election?  • 

The  decision  of  this  question  depends  upon  the  construction  of  the  above  words  of  the 
Constitution.  If  the  power  to  fill  the  vacancy  is  devolved  exchisively  upon  the  legisla- 
ture at  its  next  meeting,  then  it  would  follow  that  the  appointing  power  of  the  execu- 
tive would  be  exhausted ;  and  the  Senator  appointed  by  him  could,  according  to  prece- 
dent, hold  his  seat  only  during  the  session  of  the  legislature;  or,  in  other  words,  his 
commission  would  expire  at  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature. 
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The  question  may  be  presented  in  another  point  of  view,  which  might  possibly  lead  to 
a  different  conclusion.  If  the  legislature  has  merely  the  potential  capacitj'^  to  fill  the 
vacancy  according  to  its  discretion,  then  a  failure  to  perform  this  function  might  leave 
the  executive  appointment  good  to  fill  a  continuing  vacancy. 

This  reduces  the  question  to  this  proposition,  viz:  Do  the  words  of  the  Constitution 
impose  a  limitation  upon  the  office  or  the  appointing  power? 

Before  stating  the  conclusion  of  the  undersigned,  it  may  be  proper  to  cite  the  prece- 
dents which  are  applicable  to  the  question  under  consideration. 

The  first  case  upon  record  is  as  follows:  George  Read,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, resigned  his  seat  upon  the  18th  day  of  September,  1793,  aud  during  the  recess  of 
the  legislature  of  said  State.  The  legislature  of  the  said  State  met  in  January,  and  ad- 
journed in  February,  1794.  Upon  the  19th  day  of  March,  and  subsequent  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  said  legislature,  Kensey  Johns  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  said  State 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  aforesaid.     The  Senate  decided — 

That  Kensey  Johns  was  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  as  a 
session  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  State  had  intervened  between  the  resignation  of  the 
said  George  Read  and  the  appointment  of  the  said  Kensey  Johns. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the 
motion  ''that  Mr.  Lanman  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution," 
together  with  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Lanman,  submitted  the  following  report: 

"That  Mr.  Lanman's  term  of  service  in  the  Senate  expired  on  the  3d  March.  On 
the  4th  he  presented  to  the  Senate  a  certificate,  regularly  and  properly  authenticated, 
from  Oliver  Wolcott,  governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  setting  forth  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  desired  the  Senate  to  convene  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
and  had  caused  official  notice  of  that  fact  to  be  communicated  to  him." 

The  certificate  of  appointment  is  dated  the  8th  of  February,  1825,  subsequent  to  the 
time  of  the  notification  to  him  by  the  President.  The  certificate  further  recites  that  at 
the  time  of  its  execution  the  legislature  of  the  State  was  not  in  session,  and  would  not 
be  until  the  mon^rh  of  May.  The  Senate  decided  that  Mr.  Lanman  was  not  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  May,  1809,  the  President  of  the  Senate  laid  before  that  body  a  letter  from  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Smith,  of  Maryland,  stating  that,  being  appointed  by  the  executive  of  that  State 
a  Senator,  in  confortnity  with  the  Constitution,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  will  take  place  on  the  5th  day  of  June  next,  he  submits  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Senate  the  question  whether  an^ppointment  under  the  executive  of  Mary- 
land to  represent  that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  will,  or  will  not,  cease 
on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  thereof. 

The  Senate  decided  that  the  Hon.  Samuel  Smith,  a  Senator  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
was  entitled  to  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  during  the  session  of  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  which,  by  the  proclamation'of  the  governor  of  said  State,  was  to 
convene  on  the  5th  day  of  the  present  month  of  June,  unless  said  legislature  shall  fill 
such  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  a  Senator,  and  the  Senate  b»  officially  informed 
thereof. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  at  the  second  session  of  the  Thirty- 
first  Congress,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  directing  said  committee 
to  inquire  and  report  at  what  period  the  term  of  service  of  a  Senator  appointed  by  the 
executive  of  a  State,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  thereof,  rightfully  expires,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 

"The  question  presented  by  the  resolution  turns  mainly  upon  the  construction  of  the 
clause  of  Article  XVIII,  section  2,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  provides 
that  '  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  fill  such  vacancies.'  " 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  sitting  member,  under  executive  appointr 
ment,  has  a  right  to  occupy  his  seat  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  which  he  is  a  Senator,  during  the  next  meeting  thereof.  To  fill  such 
vacancy  it- is  not  only  necessary  to  make  an  election,  but  that  the  person  elected  shall 
accept  the  appointment.  And  your  committee  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  such  ac- 
ceptance should  appear  by  the  presentation  to  the  Senate  of  the  credentials  of  the  mem- 
ber-elect, or  other  official  information  of  the  fact,  aji  which  time  the  office  of  the  sitting 
member  terminates.  When  the  member-elect  is  present  and  ready  to  qualify,  his  express 
acceptance  is  at  once  made  known;  and  when  his  credentials  are  presented  in  his  absence 
his  acceptance  may  be  fairly  implied. 

Perhaps  it  would  have  been  as  well  if  the  strict  and  literal  meaning  of  the  words, 
^' until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,"  had  been  observed  on  the  first  occasion  in 
>vhich  their  construction  was  brought  in  question;  that  would  have  had  the  merit  of 
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certainty,  but  a  certainty  that  might  have  been  too  severe  for  the  true  and  liberal  in  • 
tcndment  of  the  franiers  of  the  Constitution.  They  certainly  did  mean  to  say  that  on 
executive  np|M>intment  should  terminate  when  legislative  jurisdiction  shall  commence 
or  Ikj  exercised.  To  give  this  severe  construction  to  the  words  quoted  would  in  all  cases 
leave  a  State  unrepresented  for  a  time,  that  depending  on  legislative  action;  rather  than 
lea<l  to  that  result  the  Senate,  under  the  })recedent«  (juoted,  seem  to  have  regarded  the 
*'  next  mating  of  the  leyislaturv  "  a.s  synonymous  with  the  next  session  of  the  legislature, 
during  which  time  the  member  under  executive  appointment  might  hold  his  seat,  unless 
it  should  1h'  fille<l  by  an  election  before  the  termination  of  a  session;  and  this  was  prob- 
ably ill  anal<»g>'  to  that  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution  by  which  power  is  vested 
ill  the  President  *' to  till  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session." 

As  there  was  no  reference  to  a  committee,  and  no  reported  debate  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  which  made  the  precedent,  the  essential  reasons  which  governed 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate  are  not  given;  the  cjise.  however,  seems  to  have  been  well 
ct>nsidtTed.  There  are  two  considerations  which  seem  to  have  entere<l  in*<o  that  judg- 
ment: First,  that  the  State  legislature,  after  their  meeting,  should  liave  an  opptniunitifof 
consultation  in  making  a  choice  of  Senator,  and  the  State,  during  such  term  of  consulta- 
tion, should  not  \>c  deprived  of  a  representative  in  the  Senate.  The  utmost  limit  con- 
templat<»d  for  the  exercise  of  this  legislative  jurisdiction  was  the  term  of  the  sitting  of 
the  legislature.  The  second  consideration  was  a  confident  assumption  that  the  ofhce 
would  l>e  tilknl  during  such  term.  The  idea  that  a  session  would  pass  over  without  an 
election  was  not  in  the  mind  of  the  Senate.  The  Senate  went  very  far  when  it  gave  an 
interpretation  to  the  words  rcferrwl  to  beyond  their  literal  meaning,  limiting  the  tenare 
of  office  of  the  sitting  meml>er  to  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature.  This  met 
with  a  decitled  op|K>sition  from  a  respectable  minority,  and  fn  subsequent  cases  distin- 
guished Senators  maintained  the  siime  view  of  the  Constitution.  By  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee we  are  requinnl  to  n-cognize  as  authority  and  to  enhir)?e  this  liberality  of  <*on- 
struction — to  say  that  the  wonis  "until  the  next  meeting  of  Ihe  legislature''  may  be 
construed  to  mean  not  only  until  and  during  the  session  of  the  next  legislature,  but 
beyond  the  next  me<*tingof  the  legislatun*;  in  other  terms,  that  until  the  next  meeting, 
&e..  may  operate  under  the  authority  of  precedent  to  give  the  sitting  member  a  right  to 
hold  his  seat  beyond  the  meeting  of  the  legislature.  We  cannot  agree  that  by  the  au- 
thority of  any  precM^lent  these  words  ''until  and  beyond"  shall  have  such  a  meaning 
as  will  control  the  import  of  the  Constitution,  l>oth  in  its  spirit  and  letter. 

The  S<*uate  of  the  United  States  is  composted  of  organized  constituencies,  the  State 
legislatures;  to  them  Ixdong  the  power  primarily  of  electing  their  Senatoni,  when  they 
are  in  scission,  at  the  liappening  of  the  vacancy,  and  at  their  tirst  meeting  when  it  happens 
in  their  rwess,  and  on  them  devolves  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  filling  such  vacanciei*. 
Their  right  and  authority  to  till  Ar  supply  vai*ancies  which  have  been  temporarily  tilled 
by  executive  appointment  areas  altsolute  and  exclusive  as  was  their  power  in  an  oriivinal 
ele<'tion.  When  their  power  is  brought  into  exi.steuce  it  must  supersede  all  others,  with 
this  c|uali(}cation,  and  that  ;u*('<irding  to  precedent,  that  they  have  a  session  to  make  the 
choice.  In  our  view  it  <loes  not  depend  on  the  actual  exertion  of  the  power  to  elect, 
but  on  its  existem'c.  A  Senator,  under  an  exei-utivo  appointment,  may  or  may  not  rep- 
resent the  politinil  views  of  his  State;  he  may  be  the  mere  personal  favorite  of  the  gov- 
ernor. The  Senate,  as  far  as  pra<*ticable,  should  be  maile  to  represent  its  constitutional 
constituency,  and  in  this  respe<*t  should  preserAe  the  republitun  feature  of  our  Union. 

In  nothing  that  is  .said  here  would  we  have  it  inferred  that  we  reganl  the  sitting  mem- 
l>er  whose  (*aHi*  is  l>ef<»n*  us  as  one  who  may  not  claim  his  scat  on  high  grounds  aod  re- 
spectable authority.  The  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  committee,  the  opinions  of  emi- 
nent jnrist.H  out  of  this  body,  go  for  to  sustain  his  claim.  Hut  from  the  views  of  the 
undentigned  aUnt*  pns^enteii  we  do  not  think  the  }{on.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  is  entitled  to 
hold  his  s«nit  in  this  Y>ody. 

A.  P.  BUTLER. 
J.  A.  BAYARD. 

Wednesday  January  18,  1854. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
on  the  right  of  the  Hon.  S.  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Pettit, 

Onitrtd,  Tluit  the  fnrfher  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next, 

[.S>me  remarks  on  the  postptmement  of  the  resolution  on  acconnt  of  sickness  of  Mr. 
Phelps  are  found  on  pag«*«  IfXi,  1117  of  the  Congressional  Glofie  niferred  to  in  the  head- 
note.  1 
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Thuesday,  January  26,  1854. 

The  Senate  resttmed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  respecting  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate; 
and, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler, 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  on  the  subject  on  this  day  is  found  on  pages  250-252  of  the  Globa  referred 
to.     It  includes  remarks  by  Mr.  Petti t,  stating  the  position  of  the  committee.] 

Wednesday,  February  1,  1854. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate; and,  ^ 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  303, 304  of  the  Globe  referred  to.  Mr.  Bayard's  speech 
on  this  day  against  the  resolution  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  is  reported 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Thuesday,  February  2,  1854. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Pheli)6  to  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate; and, 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pratt, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  Thursday  next,  the 
9th  instant. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  314-318  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.  It  in- 
cludes remarks  by  Mr.  Butler,  stating  the  position  of  the  minority  of  the  committee.  A 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Phelps  on  this  day  in  vindication  of  his  title  to  the  seat  is  found  on 
pages  356-359  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.] 

Wednesday,  March  8,  1854. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and. 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foot, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

[The  debate,  consisting  largely  of  remarks  by  Mr.  Phelps,  is  found  on  pages  359-365 
of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congres^onal  Globe  referred  to.] 

Monday,  MarchlZ,  1854. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and, 

After  debate, 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  610  of  the  Congressional  Globe.  Mr.  Phelps's  remarks 
are  on  pages  365-369  of  the  Appendix,  and  Mr.  Badger's  reply  to  a  portion  of  Mr. 
Phelps's  argument  is  on  pages  369-371  of  the  Appendix.] 

Wednesday,  March  15,  1854. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  right  of  the  ^on.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

[A  speech  by  Mr.  Foot,  in  vindication  of  the  right  of  his  colleague  to  the  seat^  which 
was  the  only  speech  made  on  the  subject  this  day,  is  found  on  pages  630-632  of  the 
Congressioniil  Globe.  1 

Thuesday,  March  16,  1854. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and. 

After  debate,  on  the  question  of  agreeing  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  12,  nays  26. 
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/^  ^Z^iw  ri;^%y^». :»-,,.  lu  the  f «9C«m  c/f  the  IfyfJaftiie  of  ditt  Stetev  lo  fil  a  ^^acaacj  in  the 
^«»n«»t<»  /v<  ^A^  r  /„^4^  ?^tali0i  wfak'b  had  h^ipeoedbr  tbedoAotf'  tibe  Am.  CloricsG.  Atlh 
^r*/>n   ;»  .^^ma^vyr,  w>y>!M;  Uttd  of  iHniee  would  hsre  witiniird  tOI  tbe  'Mb  of  Mudi 

^'VM'<'^»^  >^  «!4  ^iiKJ^T^fUx^  that  sinee  tliat  ten^ocnj 
Xjy^nr^  '^  ^*rw  H^ffyfCaim  faM  been  eonveoed  at  their  icsnlar: 
*-^  "'^yk  /w^  T**AT^*f^kikj  *4  Makj  next,  withoat  fillii^sadi 
^}<nn)<c  A  f;^(9v^  V  r4^i»i««!trtatiMi  OBder  said  appomtmait,  which 
AMrf ^  f/y  mr^'^fyW  1;^  bix  act  withoat  the  action  of  the  Senate:  At 

fi^^*^4  lyiMt,  ih^,  nny^fyfX  be  nfamd  to  the  Committee  oo  the  Jmdiaarj,  to  inqfime 
;Tt«^/v  lis^,  fj^M  *f0rfr**7fitM  with  it,  and  to  make  such  lepcHt  m  tfaev  deem  proper  tDcnabk 
*V  M's^s^A  */p  *Ui*J!s9m'Toe  "Whether  the  right  of  ropreaentation  under  aoad  appuiniaat 

r  pA^  fhvar  f^mAft^m  the  fjf/mtmiiee  are  reqniied  to  inciinxe  into  tibe  £KtB  ^^nTwrM 
9r:tH  ^M.  '^^wn^.  ;»^  V/  iwal(«  ra/4i  r«^K»rt  as  thej  deem  proper,  to  enable  tlie  Senate  to 
/V^ATfyy-in^.  yrh^^i^  fh^.  n;(|it  c/f  reprefsentotioD  noder  said  aptwaiitnient  lad  #i*|iir>ii 

4«  ^H<*  'y.v^k/Tf  t//  ^#1!!  4eUinmned  most  depend  in  a  great  measoie  an  tbe  pcoceediiy 
A<f  ^)v%  HC^f^ar^.  ;»t>d  efm^itatitm  of  New  Hampshire,  the  eommitteesoliaDift  the  fiiOofw- 
/iHT  »*  >  ^()"^'  ^^  ^h^'  t^ftt,  baring  a  bearing  on  the  case: 

^/mMt.ntt:A7Vf%  nu/M  the  ootebvob  to  the  TJffwr.A 

/  hf'r'^  ^rM/1 ;»))  tb#;  Ml  1.4  and  resolutions  which  70a  have  passed  the 
itnA  ^^^1^^  Pn  my  t%ppttf99l  iexcfi^  tbe  bills  and  lesolatUHis  whidt  I  hmTe  letomed 
<-/>  '•h^  htrr^  f4  f^^ff^m^siXS'fm  with  my  objection  thereto),  and  having  been  inftnned 
ivy  ^  i^iitv^.  f-fffhrnM^*^.  fff  ^Mh  branches  of  the  legislatoie  that  yon  ha;ve  fiii«»iyi*d  ^e  hosi- 
ffP^„  f^ftff^.  y/m  mtA  utti  Tf^lr  Vt  arljoom,  by  tbe  aathoiity  vested  in  me  I  do  hereby  ad- 
'^rffft  f h^  l^j(Mlat^f A  Uf  Xhe  fsmt  Wednesday  of  Biay  next. 

K.  B.  RAingR 

f/^:}ff7th  CrtAmfHKH,  Ju/ff  15,  1854. 

Tb^  ^^TMn^jfi  mt^  htffmf.  Mball  assemble  every  year  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Jane,  and 
^  ^/h  //fi#^  Um^  tm  they  may  judge  necessary;  and  shall  dissolve  and  be  dissolved 
«^vAfr  fifty  ft  nef  t  yff'^yHUnfi  tbe  said  first  Wednesday  of  June,  and  shall  be  styled  tbe  gen- 
^rn^fjtmh  (4  iVfrw  Hampshire/' — ConstUtUion  of  New  Hampshire,  page  23. 

yfffffi  t.fiA  ]Htts^n»nt',  tff  \hf,  ^ovf-mfjT^n  commnnicationto  the  l^islatnre  it  seems  to  have 
fi*^i  h'm  'jwltcmffnf  that  the  session  bad  closed ;  and  from  tbe  language  of  the  oonstitation 
H  wfm)ft  f^ypt^r  thai  it  will  have  terminated  on  the  day  mentioned,  as  by  another  pro- 
7tni/0i  tff  tbA  f'/mstf  tritium  the  governor  on  the  same  day  is  required  to  dissolve  the  legis- 
Isf'ff  f^.  In  this  vi#;w  of  t.h#;  subje<;t  in  proprio  vigore^  the  legislatore  had  no  iK>wer  of  as- 
s^ffblintc  ^<^'^"  '^^  timf>of  its  mljournment,  as  announced  by  the  governor,  until  the  last 
Wf^Ut^^lf^y  of  May  n#;xt,  when  its  existence  terminated. 

'thi^f.  wfM  A  \ifmtrT  in  th#;  governor,  should  the  general  welfare  require  it,  to  call  the 
l^iCJ4latfif«i  Ui^t'.\hf,r  w  an  existing  Ixxlv.  But  when  so  called  together  what  would  have 
\rf*'U  ttm  vhMwU^  ofHWvh  a  meeting 'r  Would  it  not  have  been  a  distinct  session,  car- 
ty\uy(,  with  it/i  fi^rts  and  doings  all  the  incidents  of  a  separate  session?  Such  would  seem 
t/i  }m  t%  fair  Snfpitt^UA.  This  tieing  conceded,  then  it  would  follow  that  the  late  l^isla- 
ittw.  <liil  A/ljmim  liinr.  dir,  in  the  legal  import  of  the  term.  If  this  is  a  legitimate  conclu- 
sion this  (fum  mnnot  in  any  particular  be  distinguished  from  that  decided  by  the  Senate 
in  i\m  <w^  of  the  Hon.  Hamnel  B.  Phelps,  a  Senator  from  Vermont,  and  the  committee 
t^ft^r  Uf  that  ivmtt  as  tl>e  authority  for  their  conclusion  in  the  case  under  consideration. 

Ill  rtminmm  to  the  resell ution  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  '*  the  right  of  repre- 
sffntatimi  under  the  appf^intment ''  has  expired. 

Thttbsday,  August  3,  1854. 

The  Hffnate  nroceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the 
rl^ht  (if  the  lion,  .Tared  W.  Williams,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  continue  to  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  under  tiiat  appointment: 
antl, 

A  fl^ir  debat>e,  hi  concurrence  therewith, 

lii'mlord^  That  "  the  right  of  representation  under  appointment"  had  expired. 

[No  debate  of  uuy  importance  is  ro('orded  in  the  Congressional  Globe.] 
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[Thirty-third  Congress — First  session.] 

JAEED   W.  WILLIAMS, 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  from  December  12, 1853,  to  Augtist  4,  1854. 

Mr.  Williams  was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  happening  by  the  death  of  Charles  G.  Atherton. 
After  his  appointment  the  legislature  met  and  adjourned  without  eleuting  a  Senator  to  fill  the  un- 
expired term.  The  circumstances  of  the  meeting  and  adjournment  of  the  legislature  were  as  fol- 
lows: Th^pconstitution  of  New  Hampshire  provided  that  "the  senate  and  house  shall  assemble 
every  yearonthefirstWednesday  of  June,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they  may  judge  necessary ;  and 
shall  dissolve  and  be  dissolved  seven  days  next  preceding  the  said  first  Wednesday  of  June."  It 
further  provided  (article  50,  part  2)  that  "the  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  during  the  sessions  of  the  general  court  to  adjourn  or  prorogue  it  to  any  time  the  two 
houses  may  desire,  and  to  call  it  together  sooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned  or 
prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  State  should  require  the  same."  July  15, 1854,  the  governor,  in  a 
communication  to  the  legislature,  said:  "Having  been  informed  by  a  joint  committee  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  that  you  have  finished  the  business  before  you,  and  are  ready  to  ad- 
journ, by  the  authority  vested  in  me.  I  do  hereby  adjourn  the  legislature  to  the  last  Wednesday  of 
May  next."  The  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  United  States  Senate  reported  that  this  was  an  ad- 
journment "«ne  diey  in  the  legal  import  of  the  term,"  and  that  "the  right  of  representation  under 
appointment"  had  expired.  Mr.  Williams  claimed  that  even  if  this  were  so,  he  was  entitled  to  his 
seat,  notwithstanding  precedents  to  the  contrary;  but  claimed  further  that  this  was  an  adjourn- 
ment to  a  day  certain,  and  not  an  adjournment  sine  die.  The  Senate  concurred  in  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  "  Resolved,  That  the  '  right  of  representation  under  appointment*  had  expired." 

The  history  of  the  ease  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  1st  sess. 33d  Cong.,  1853-*54,  together  with  the  report  of  the  committee 
from  Senate  Reports,  1st  sess.  33d  Cong.,  vol.  2, 1853-'54,  No.  385. 

The  debate  in  the  case,  which  is  brief,  is  found  on  pages  2208-2211  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  vol. 
2S.  part  3, 1st  sess.  33d  Cong. 

Monday,  December  12,  1853. 

^Ir.  Weller  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Jared  W.  Williams,  appointed  a  Sena- 
tor by  the  executive  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  Charles  G.  Atherton,  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law 
having  been  administered  to  Mr.  Williams,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  July  25,  1854. 

Mr.  Malloiy  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

"  Whereas  the  Hon.  Jared  W.  Williams  was  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  which  had  happened  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Charles  G. 
Atherton,  a  Senator,  whose  term  of  service  would  have  continued  until  the  4th  of  March, 
1859;  and 

"  Whereas  it  is  understood  that  since  that  temporary  appointment  was  made  the 
legislature  of  New  Hampshire  has  been  convened  at  their  regular  session  and  has  ad- 
journed to  the  last  Wednesdxvy  of  May  next  without  filling  such  vacancy,  and  that  said 
State  still  claims  a  right  of  representation  under  said  appointment,  which  the  appointee 
is  not  at  liberty  to  surrender  by  his  act  without  the  action  of  the  Senate:  At  his  re- 
quest, therefore, 

^''Resolved,  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire 
into  the  facts  connected  with  it  and  to  make  such  report  as  they  deem  proper  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  determine  whether  the  right  of  representation  under  said  appointment  has 
expired." 

Wednesday,  August  2,  1854. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Jared  W.  Williams, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  to  continue  to  hold  his  seat 
under  that  appointment,  submitted  a  report  (No.  385)  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Butler  (chairman),  Toucey,  Bayard,  Geyer,  Pet- 
tit,  and  Toombs.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

August  2,  1854. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Butler  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report: 
*'  Whereas  the  Hon.  Jared  W.  Williams  was  appointed  by  his  excellency  the  governor 
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of  New  Haiupshire,  in  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  to  fill  a  vacancy  Id  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  which  had  happened  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Charles  G.  Ath- 
erton,  a  Senator,  whoso  term  of  service  wonld  lubve  continued  till  the  4th  of  March, 
1859;  and 

*' Whereas  it  is  understood  that  since  that  temporary  appointment  was  made  the  leg- 
islature of  New  Hampshire  has  been  convened  at  their  regular  session,  and  has  a4Joumed 
to  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next,  without  tilling  such  vacancy,  and  that  said  State  still 
claims  a  right  of  representation  under  said  appointment,  which  the  appointee  is  not  at 
liberty  to  surrender  by  his  act  without  the  action  of  the  Senate:  At  his  request,  there- 
fore, 

**  Rcsohedy  That  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  inquire 
into  the  facts  connected  with  it,  and  to  make  such  report  as  they  deem  proper  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  determine  whether  the  right  of  representation  under  said  appointment 
has  expired.'' 

Under  this  resolution  the  committee  are  required  to  inquire  into  the  facts  connected 
with  the  case,  and  to  make  such  report  as  they  deem  proper,  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
determine  whether  the  right  of  representation  under  said  appointment  had  expired. 

As  the  question  to  be  determined  must  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  the  proceedings 
of  the  legislature  and  constitution  of  New  Hampshire,  the  committee  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  a  part  of  their  report,  having  a  bearing  on  the  case: 

COMMUNICATION   FROM  THE  OOVEBNOB  TO  THE  LBQIBLATiniK. 

To  ike  Benate  and  house  of  rqftrcaeniatxves  : 

I  have  signed  all  the  bills  and  resolutions  which  you  have  passed  the  present  senioii 
aod  presented  for  my  appro\'al  (except  the  bills  and  resolutions  which  I  nave  retained 
to  the  house  of  representatives  with  my  objection  thereto),  and  having  been  informed 
by  a  joint  committee  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  that  you  have  finished  the  bosi- 
nesB  before  yon  and  are  ready  to  acyoum,  by  the  authority  vested  in  me  I  do  hereby  ad- 
journ the  legislature  to  the  last  Wednesday  of  May  next. 

K.  B.  BAKER. 

Council  Chamber,  July  15,  1854. 

* '  The  senate  and  house  shall  assemble  every  year  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Jane,  and 
at  such  other  times  as  they  may  judge  necessary;  and  shall  dissolve  and  be  dissolved 
seven  days  next  preceding  the  said  first  Wednesday  of  June,  and  shall  be  styled  the  gea* 
eral  court  of  New  Hampshire." — CofutUulion  of  New  Hampshire^  page  23. 

From  the  language  of  the  governor's  communication  to  the  legislature  it  seems  to  have 
been  his  judgment  tha^  the  session  had  closed ;  and  (Vom  the  language  of  the  oonstitatioQ 
it  would  appear  that  it  will  have  terminated  on  the  day  mentioned,  as  by  another  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution  the  governor  on  the  same  day  is  required  to  dissolve  the  legis- 
lature. In  this  view  of  the  subject  in  pro^nio  vigore,  the  legislature  had  no  power  ofas- 
sembling  from  the  time  of  its  adjournment,  as  announced  by  the  governor,  until  the  last 
Wednesday  of  May  next,  when  its  existence  terminated. 

There  was  a  power  in  the  governor,  should  the  general  weliare  require  it,  to  call  the 
legislature  together  as  an  existing  bodv.  But  when  so  called  together  what  woald  have 
been  the  character  of  such  a  meeting  r  Would  it  not  have  been  a  distinct  session,  car- 
rying with  its  acts  and  doings  all  the  incidents  of  a  separate  session  ?  Such  would  seem 
to  be  a  fair  inference.  This  being  conceded,  then  it  would  follow  that  the  late  legisla- 
taro  did  adjourn  sine  die  in  the  legal  import  of  the  term.  If  this  is  a  legitimate  conclu- 
sion this  case  cannot  in  any  particular  be  distinguished  from  that  decided  by  the  Senate 
in  the  case  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  S.  Phelps,  a  Senator  from  Vermont,  and  the  committee 
refer  to  that  case  as  the  authority  for  their  conclusion  in  the  case  under  considoution. 

In  response  to  the  resolution  the  committee  are  of  opinion  thi^  '*  the  ri|^t  of  repre- 
sentation under  the  appointment  "  has  expired. 

Thursday,  Augmi  3, 1854. 

The  Senateprooeeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  oo  the  Jodictaiy  on  the 
right  of  the  Hon.  Jared  W.  Williams,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  govemor  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  continue  to  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  under  that  i^ipointmeDt; 
and, 

After  debate,  in  concurrence  therewith, 

Rewolwd^  That  **  the  right  of  representation  under  appointment"  had  expired. 

[No  debate  of  any  importance  is  rec*orded  in  the  Congressional  Globe.] 
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Fkiday,  August  4,  1854. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  to  reconsider  the  vote  agreeing  to  the  report  of 
tiie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Jared  W.  Williams  to  hold  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  under  his  present  appointment,  as  a  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  19,  nays  16. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Atchison,  Bayard,  Bell,  Brodhead, 
Butler,  Chase,  Dawson,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Evans,  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Houston,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  Mason,  Norris,  and  Weller. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messis.  Allen,  Benjamin,  Bright,  Cooper,  Fish, 
Gillette,  Hunter,  James,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Pratt,  Rockwell,  Seward,  Stuart,  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  and  Wade. 

So  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  report. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cass  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  until 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  37. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Atchison,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Atchison,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge 
of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Houston,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  Pettit,  Sebastian,  and 
Toombe. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messis.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bright,  Brod- 
head, Brown,  Butler,  Cass,  Chase,  Clay,  Cooper,  Dawson,  Evans,  Fessenden,  Fish,  Foot, 
Geyer,  Gillette,  Hunter,  James,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Mason,  Morton,  Pearce,  Pratt, 
Rockwell,  Rusk,  Seward,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Sumner,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Thomson 
of  New  Jersey,  Toucey,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Weller. 

After  debate,  in  concurrence  with  the  report,  it  was 

Re9ohed,  That  *^  l^e  right  of  representation  under  the  appointment  **  had  expired. 

[It  appears  from  the  debate  referred  to  in  the  head-note  that  the  vote  was  reconsidered 
in  order  to  allow  Mr.  Williams,  who  had  been  absent  when  the  subject  was  first  con- 
sidered, to  address  ^e  Senate.] 
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[Forty-sixth  Congress — First  session.] 

CHAELES  H.  BELL, 
Senator  from  New  Raynpshire  from.  April  10,  1879,  till  June  20  j  1879. 

March  18, 1879,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Bell,  appointed  by  the  governor  to  fill  a  vacancy  happening 
during:  tlie  reccHS  of  the  legislature,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  Bainbridge  Wadleif>:b,  March 
3,  were  presented.  March  19,  the  credentials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections.  April  2, 1879,  the  committee  reported  that  by  reason  of  a  change  in  the  State  constitn- 
tiou  in  1878,  two  legislatures  were  chosen  in  that  year,  one,  under  the  old  constitution,  in  March, 
whose  term  of  ofhee  began  in  June,  1878,  and  would  terminate  in  May,  1879,  and  the  other,  under 
the  new  constitution,  chosen.in  November  to  serve  for  two  years,  whose  term  would  l>eg^n  in  June. 
1879;  that  in  the  Forty-fifth  Congress  this  committee  had  reported  to  the  Senate  that  the  last-named 
legislature  was  the  one  entitled  to  elect  under  the  act  of  July  25, 18G6 ;  that  the  vacancy  arising 
under  these  clrcumstunces  was  not  a  vacancy  "  happening  by  resignation  or  otherwise  during  the 
recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  State''  (Article  I,  section  3,  of  the  Constitution);  that  until  the  year 
1817  persons  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  arising  from  the  expiration  of  terms  of  service  had  been 
admitted  to  seats ;  but  that  in  1825,  in  the  Lanman  case  (see  p^e  5),  "  it  was  held, and,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  committee,  correctly,  that  the  Constitution  conferred  upon  the  legislature,  and  upon  it 
alone,  the  power  to  appoint  a  Senator  for  the  beginning  of  a  new  term"  ;  that  this  decision  had 
been  regarded  by  the  Senate  as  final;  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Sevier  (see  page  7),  in  which  it  was 
claimed  that  the  Senate  had  departed  from  the  rule  in  Lanman's  case,  was  m  ail  material  points  dif- 
ferent from  the  one  under  consideration,  in  that  "the  time  when  Mr.  Sevier  was  to  go  out  of  oflSce 
under  his  election  was  decided  by  lot.*'  The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution 
that  Mr.  Bell  was  not  entitled  to  the  seat.  A  minority  report  held  that  there  was  no  historical  evi- 
dence to  show  whether  the  I^mman  case  decided  that  a  governor  could  not  fill  a  vacancy  happen- 
ing at  the  beginning  of  a  term,  or  only  that  a  governor  could  not  lawfully  make  an  appointment 
in  anticipation  before  the  vacancy  had  occurred  ;  that  the  report  in  the  Sevier  case  stated  that  the 
lanman  case  proceeded  upon  the  former  ground;  but  that,  with  the  exception  of  that  statement, 
there  is  no  indication  that  the  Senate  ever  doubted  the  correctness  of  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  in  a  case  where  a  Senator  has  been  appointed  by  the  executive  after  the  happening 
of  a  vacancy  by  the  expiration  of  the  terai  without  an  election  of  a  successor  by  the  legislature, 
the  person  so  appointed  is  entitled  to  the  seat.  April  10,  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee 
was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "  not,"  and  the  Senate  resolved  that  Mr.  Bell  was  entitled 
to  the  seat. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  46th  Cong.,l8t  8ess.,and  the  report  of  the  committee  from  Senate 
Keports.  46th  Cong.,  1st  sess..  No.  1.  ^ 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day,  which  are  found  in  the  Congressional  Record,  voL 
ix,  part  1,  are  inserted  below. 

Tuesday,  March  18,  1879. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  credentials  of  Charles  H.  Bell,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  to  fill  the  vacancy  happening 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  Bainbridge  Wadleigh 
on  March  3,  1879,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  said  State  j  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wallace, 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2,  3  of  the  Congressional  Record  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.     In  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bell  will  be  found  a  list  of  precedents.] 

Wednesday,  March  19,  1879. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wallace, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Charles  H.  Bell  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections  with  instructions  to  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

Wednesday,  April  2,  1879. 

Mr.  Saulsbury ,  fix)m  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  Charles  H.  Bell,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  submitted  a  report  (No.  1)  thereon  accompanied  by  the  following  res- 
olution: 

^^  Resolved,  That  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  Senator  by  virtue 
of  the  appointment  by  the  executive  of  New  Hampshire." 

Mr.  Hoar  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections  upon  the  credentials  of  Charles  H.  Bell ;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  to  accompany  the  foregoing  report. 
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« 

REPOET  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Saulsbury  (chairman),  Hill  of  Georgia,  Eeman, 
Bailey,  Houston,  Vance,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Hoar,  and  ^galls.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Apeil  2,  1879. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Siulsbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  term  of  Bainbridge  Wadleigh,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  ex- 
pired by  constitutional  limitation  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1879,  in  a  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  on  the  13th  day  of  March,  1879,  Mr.  Bell  was  appointed  in  his  place  by  the 
executive. 

By  reason  of  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  that  State,  which  took  effect  in  October, 
1878,  two  legislatures  were  chosen  in  that  year,  one,  under  the  old  constitution,  in  March, 
whose  term  of  office  commenced  in  June,  1878,  and  will  terminate  in  May,  1879;  the 
other,  under  the  new  constitution,  was  chosen  in  November  to  serve  for  two  years,  the 
term  commencing  in  June,  1879. 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  of  the  Senate  in  the  Forty-fifth  Congress, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  question  which  of  these  two  bodies  had  the  right  to  choose  a 
successor  to  Mr.  Wadleigh,  was  of  opinion,  and  so  reported  to  the  Senate,  that  under  the 
act  of  1866  (Revised  Statues,  section  14)  the  last- named  legislature  was  entitled  to  elect, 
because  it  was  the  legislature  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Wadleigh's 
term  of  service.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  this  report,  and  the  action  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  adopting  it,  are  not  important  in  the  settlement  of  the  question  now  presented. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Article  I,  section  3,  provides  aa  follows: 

"The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof,  for  six  years,  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

"  Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  of  the  first  election,  they 
shall  be  divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  Senators  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  second  class 
at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth 
year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every  second  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  State,  the  exec- 
utive thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies.'^ 

It  has  been  noticed  that  this  claimant  bases  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  not  upon 
the  fact  that  a  term  filled  by  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  had  become  vacant  during 
a  recess  of  the  legislature,  but  upon  the  fact  that  the  executive  claims  the  right  to  make 
a  temxx)rary  appointment  at  the  beginning  of  a  term  which  the  legislature  has  not  under- 
taken to  fiii. 

The  committee  cannot  find  in  the  Constitution  any  sufficient  warrant  for  this  claim. 
If  we  look  at  the  provision  authorizing  the  governor  to  make  temporary  appointments 
independently  of  its  connection  with  the  rest  of  the  section,  we  think  it  is  manifest  that 
the  authority  is  limited  to  filling  vacancies  which  happen  in  a  term  which  had  been  pre- 
viously filled  by  the  legislature.  If  it  was  intended  to  vest  in  the  executive  the  power 
to  make  temporary  appointments  to  terms  for  which  no  person  had  been  chosen  by  the 
legislature,  why  should  the  words  '*  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise^'  have  been 
added  to  the  word  * '  vacancies '  ^  ?  They  certainly  did  not  render  it  more  comprehensive, 
and  must  have  been  designed  to  limit  and  restrict  its  meaning  to  vacancies  occurring 
from  accident  or  some  unforeseen  event.  If  any  doubt,  however,  existed  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  language  referred  to,  when  considered  unconnected  with  the  rest  of  the  section, 
such  doubts  would  be  removed  by  construing  the  provisions  of  the  section  together.  Ap- 
plying to  them  the  rules  recognized  for  the  construction  of  statutes  and  constitutional 
provisions,  the  committee  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  legislature  alone  is  em- 
powered to  choose  a  Senator  upon  the  expiration  of  a  Senatorial  term,  and  that  the  exec- 
utive can  only  make  temporary  appointments  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  a  term  which 
has  been  previously  filled.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the  convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution  this  subject  received  careful  consideration.  After  it  had  been  determined 
that  the  States  should  have  equal  representation  in  the  Senate,  the  manner  of  choosing 
Senators  was  considered;  various  propositions  were  submitted,  and,  among  others,  ap- 
pointments by  the  ezecutiyes  of  the  States.    Finally  it  was  detennined  to  vest  in  the 
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legislature  the  power  of  choosing  Senators,  and  in  the  executive  the  power  to  make  tem- 
porary appointments,  if  vacancies  should  happen  in  the  office  after  it  had  been  filled, 
until  such  time  as  the  legislature  could  again  act.  This,  it  seems  to  the  committee,  was 
the  obvious  intent  of  the  Constitution,  gaUiered  not  only  from  the  language  of  the  entire 
section  under  consideration,  but  also  from  the  debates  in  the  convention  in  reference  to 
its  provisions. 

Nothing  in  the  history  of  the  Senate  for  the  last  fifly  years  is  at  variance  with  the 
views  here  presented. 

The  recoitls  of  the  Senate  show  that  down  to  the  year  1617  a  number  of  appointments 
w^re  nuide  by  State  executives  of  persons  to  succeed  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  had 
expired,  and  that  the  persons  so  appointed  were  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  William  Cocke,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

This  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1796.  In  the  month  of  August  of  that 
year,  William  Cocke  and  William  Blount  were  chosen  Senators  in  Congress  by  the  legis- 
lature. By  lot  they  were  assigned  to  the  first  and  second  classes  of  the  three  classes 
directed  to  be  formed  by  the  article  of  the  Constitution  above  quoted,  and  Mr.  Cocke 
having  drawn  the  term  which  expired  on  the  'M  day  of  March,  1797,  during  a  recess  of 
the  legislature,  was  appointed  by  the  governor  to  be  his  own  successor  on  the  22d  of 
April,  1797,  and  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  without  oWje<*tion. 

Tlie  second  case  was  that  of  Uriah  Tracy,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
whose  term  expired  on  the  .'M  of  March,  18()1.  Under  an  appointment  by  the  governor 
he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1801,  afler  a  heated  discussion,  and 
by  a  party  vote  of  13  to  10. 

This  precedent  was  followed  on  the  next  day  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Hindman,  of 
Maryland;  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Condit,  of  New  Jersey,  in  1803;  Mr.  Anderson,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  1809;  Mr.  Cutts,  of  New  Hampshire,  in 
1813;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  in  1817;  all  executive  appointments  to  fill  places 
made  vacant  by  the  expiration  of  full  terms  of  service  during  rei*essesof  legislatures,  and 
all  were  admitted  without  discussion  and  without  objection. 

But  in  1825  the  term  of  James  I^inman,  of  Connecticut,  expire<i  during  a  recess  of  the 
legislature.  In  anticipation  of  the  vaoiucy  he  had  l^een  appointed  by  the  governor  as  his 
own  Huccc!«K)r.  1 1  is  credentials  were  presented  on  the  4tb  day  of  March,  1825,  and  afler  a 
protracted  dcliate  the  Senate  refbsed  to  admit  him  to  a  seat.  No  record  of  this  debate 
has  lieen  preserved,  and  the  committee  have  not  the  advantage  of  the  reasoning  by  which 
the  Senate  was  guided  in  its  action.  Enough,  however,  remains  to  show  that  the  Senate 
decided  that  a  vacancy'  authorizing  an  appointment  by  the  executive  had  not  *'  happened  *' 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  It  was  held,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, 4«rrertly,  that  the  (Constitution  conferred  upon  the  legislature,  and  upon  it  alone, 
the  power  to  appoint  a  Senator  for  the  beginning  of  a  new  term;  and  it  seems  to  the  com- 
mittee that  this  decision  is  clearly  in  accord  with  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  article 
of  the  Constitution  already  quoted. 

This  section  confers  upon  the  legislatore  the  right,  and  imposes  upon  it  the  duty,  of 
choosing  Senators  who  are  to  serve  for  six  years. 

In  every  one  of  the  States  a  legislature  must  be  in  session  at  some  time  preceding  the 
expiration  of  a  Senatorial  term.  We  know  as  a  fact  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  these  sessions  were  mostly  annual,  and,  as  now,  those  not  annual  were 
biennial.  Afler  the  first  assignment  of  Senatois  to  classes,  the  term  of  office  was  fixed, 
and,  under  the  Constitution,  would  expire  at  a  time  certain.  When,  therefore,  the  first 
clause  of  the  third  s(H*ti6n,  fiist  article  of  the  Constitution  directed  that  Senators  should 
be  chosen  by  the  legishitures,  it  appean  roost  manifestly  to  have  been  the  purpose  of  its 
frmmers  to  give  exclusive  power  to  the  legislature  to  make  the  choice,  unless,  as  provided 
by  the  last  cJause,  vacancies  should  *' happen"  by  resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  a 
recess  of  the  legislature,  when  the  executive  should  make  temporary  appointments  until 
the  next  session  of  the  legislatore. 

The  power  to  make  temporary  appointments  was  conferred  upon  the  executive  because 
the  accidents  of  death,  resignation,  expulsion,  or  acceptance  of  another  office  could  not 
be  foreseen  or  provided  for  by  the  legislature.  In  the  one  class  of  cases  the  time  when 
a  term  would  expire  was  fixed  by  law  and  was  well  known.  There  could  be  no  doubt  or 
onoertaintT  in  regard  to  it,  and  in  snch  case  a  vacancy  oonld  occur  only  by  the  willfbl 
disregard  by  the  State  in  framing  its  organic  law,  or  by  the  legislature,  of  constitutional 
obligations.  In  snch  cMe  a  vacancy  conld  not  '*  happen,"  or  occur  by  chance,  casualty, 
or  other  event  that  conld  not  he  goardA  against 

The  decision  in  Ijanman^s  case  has  been  for  more  than  fifty  years  regarded  as  a  correct 
exposition  of  the  Constitntion.  During  this  long  lapse  of  years  its  authority  has  not  been 
questioned,  and  it  has  guided  the  action  of  legislatures  and  of  executives  of  States. 

Biany  cases  have  occurred  when,  under  like  circumstances,  for  months,  and  in  some 
lor  OQiB  or  two  jean,  and  evea  a  longer  time,  States  have  been  represented  upon 
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the  floor  of  the  Senate  by  a  single  Senator,  and  for  the  reason  that  the  decision  in  Lan- 
man's  case  was  regarded  as  final  and  conclusive  of  the  qaestion.  The  following  are 
cases  of  this  character: 

Cases  of  unfilled  seats  or  vcuiancies  at  beginning  of  Senatorial  terms  by  reason  of  non-election. 

ifainc— Vacancy  from  March  4, 1863,  till  February  23, 1854,  when  William  Pitt  Fes- 
senden  took  the  seat  under  an  election. 

Connecticut. — Vacancy  from  March  4,  1851,  to  May  12, 1852,  when  Isaac  Toucey  pre- 
sented credentials  of  election  by  legislature. 

Pennsylvania. — Vacancy  from  March  4, 1855,  to  January  18,  1856,  when  William  Big- 
ler  was  seated  on  an  election  by  the  legislature. 

Maryland. — Vacancy  from  March  4, 1843,  to  January  2,  1844,  when  James  Alfred 
Pearce,  elected  by  the  legislature,  took  the  seat. 

North  Carolina. — Vacancy  from  March  4,  1853,  to  December  6, 1854,  when  David  S. 
Keid's  certificate  of  election  was  presented. 

Indiana. — Vacancy  from  March  4,  1855,  to  February  4, 1857,  when  Graham  N.  Fitch 
was  admitted  on  credentials  of  legislative  election,  which  was  contested,  and  the  contest 
not  decided  till  late  in  the  spring  of  1858. 

Missouri. — Vacancy  from  March  4, 1855,  to  January  12, 1857,  when  James  S.  Green  was 
admitted  on  a  legislative  election. 

California. — Vacancy  from  March  4,  1855,  to  February  15,  1857,  when  William  M. 
Gwin  presented  himself  under  an  election  by  the  legislature. 

Oregon. — Vacancy  from  March  3, 1859,  until  December  5,  1860,  when  Edward  D.  Baker 
took  the  seat  under  a  legislative  election. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  Senate  departed  from  the  rule  in  Lanman's  case  in  the 
case  of  Mr  Sevier,  appointed  as  his  own  successor  by  the  governor  of  Arkansas  in  the 
year  1837. 

The  report  in  this  case,  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  shows  that  the  State  of 
Arkansas  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  the  year  1836,  and  in  September  of  that  year 
elected  two  Senators,  Mr.  Sevier  and  Mr.  Fulton.     Under  the  constitutional  rule  Mr. 
Fulton  was  allotted  to  the  second  class  of  Senators  and  Mr.  Sevier  to  the  third,  and  his 
term  of  service  expired  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837,  during  a  recess  of  the  legislature. 

A  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Sevier  were  referred,  after 
quoting  the  decision  in  Lanman's  case,  say: 

"The  decision  seems  to  have  been  generally  acquiesced  in,  nor  is  it  intended  by  the 
committee  to  call  its  correctness  in  questiori.  The  principle  asserted  in  that  case  is  that 
the  legislature  of  a  State,  by  making  an  election  themselves,  shall  provide  for  all  vacan- 
cies that  mnst  occur  at  stated  or  known  periods,  and  that  the  expiration  of  a  regular  term 
of  service  is  not  such  a  contingency  as  is  embraced  in  the  second  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitutioh.  * ' 

And  the  committee  concludes  by  saying: 

'*  The  case  under  consideration  is  wholly  different  in  principle.  The  time  when  Mr. 
Sevier  was  to  go  out  of  office  under  his  election  *  *  *  was  decided  by  lot  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  on  that  subject,  *  *  *  and  therefore  they  recommend 
that  Mr.  Sevier  be  admitted." 

The  case  in  its  facts  was  identical  with  that  of  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  settled  in  1797, 
but  in  all  material  points  differs  from  the  one  now  under  consideration. 

The  committee,  from  every  view  of  the  case,  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  Senator  Wadleigh  cannot  be  filled  by 
executive  appointment,  and  therefore  report  the  following  resolution,  and  recommend 
its  passage: 

Besoiced^  That  the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  Senator  by  virtue 
of  the  appointment  by  the  executive  of  New  Hampshire. 

E.  SAULSBURY. 
BENJ.  H.  HILL. 
J.  E.  BAILEY. 

F.  KERNAN. 
GEO.  S.  HOUSTON. 
Z.  B.  VANCE. 

VIEWS  OP  THE  MINOBITY. 
1. 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  credentials  of  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell,  claiming  to  be  admitted  as  a  Sen- 
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ator  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  dissent  from  the  oonclusioos  of  a  migority  of 
the  committee. 
The  Constitution,  Article  I,  section  3,  provides  as  follows: 

1  A. 

'*The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof,  for  six  years;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one  vote. 

'*  Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  of  the  first  election,  they 
shall  be  divided  as  etjually  as  may  be  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  Senators  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  second  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth 
year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every  second  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by 
resignation  or  otherwise  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  State  the  executive 
thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
which  .shiill  then  fill  such  vacanci«»8." 

The  term  of  office  of  the  Hon.  Bainbridge  Wadleigh,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  expired  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1879. 

By  the  statute  of  the  United  States,  approved  July  25,  18(>6,  re-enacted  Kevised  Stat- 
utes, 814,  it  is  pro>nded: 

*'The  legislature  of  each  State,  which  is  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the 
time  for  which  any  Senator  was  elected  to  represent  such  State  in  Congress,  shall,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  after  the  meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to  elect  a  Senator 
in  Congress." 

Under  the  new  constitution  of  New  Hampshire  a  legislature  was  chosen  in  November, 
1878,  for  a  term  to  begin  in  June,  1879.  That  legislature  cannot  elect  a  Senator  until 
June,  1879,  becau.He  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  its  legislative  powers  will  not  vest 
until  then.  Its  predecessor  could  not  elei^t  a  Senator  at  its  last  session,  and  cannot  now, 
if  ctalle<l  together  in  special  session,  l>ecause  it  was  not  the  legi.slature  last  chosen  l>efore 
the  ex  pi  nit  ion  of  Mr.  Wadleigh's  term. 

The  governor  of  New  Hiunpshire,  on  the  13th  of  March,  1879,  made  temporary  ap- 
pointment of  the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature.  Mr. 
Bell  now  presents  himself  to  claim  the  seat.  The  only  question  is,  has  a  vacancy  hap- 
pened by  "resignation  or  otherwi.se, ''so  that  the  executive  was  authorized  to  make  thia 
appointment? 

We  are  aide<l  in  determining  this  question  by  considering  the  leading  purpose  of  the 
constitutional  provision,  the  natural  meaning  of  the  words,  and  the  uniform  construc- 
tion given  to  similar  language  used  elsewhere  in  the  Constitution  and  the  previous 
judgments  of  the  Senate  in  like  cases. 

The  purpose  of  the  Constitution  is  to  have  the  Senate  always  full.  Tliis  is  the  int«r- 
<«t  not  merely  of  the  State  whose  right  to  elect  is  in  question,  but  of  the  whole  country, 
for  whom  the  Senator  is  to  legislate,  whose  servant  he  is,  and  to  whom  his  service  is 
due.  To  this  end  the  Constitution  provides  that  **the  Senate  shall  be  composed  of  two 
Senators  from  each  State,"  and  authorizes  Congress  to  make  regulations  as  to  the  time 
anil  manner  of  electing  them.  Congress  has  exercised  this  authority  in  the  statutes 
cited,  HO  that  no  failure  of  duty  of  either  branch  of  the  legislature  may  interrupt  the 
State'H  repres^entation  in  the  Senate.  To  meet  the  case  of  a  va(5incy  happening  in  the 
rtH?css  of  the  State  legislature  the  Con.Htitutlon  clothes  the  executive  with  the  jiower  of 
tem(M)rary  appointment.  The  purpose  to  keep  the  repre9entation  of  the  State  always 
full  re<|uirej«  the  construction  which  authorizes  such  appointment  when  the  vacancy 
happens  at  the  beginning  of  the  terra  as  much  as  if  it  happen  at  any  other  time.  The 
authority  given  to  the  governor  is  to  appoint  '*  until  the  next  met'tingof  the  It^pslature, " 
which  literally  coastrued  would  retjuire  the  Senator  so  appointed  to  vacate  his  seat  on 
the  day  the  legislature  meet.  Yet  the  Senate,  in  furtherance  of  the  controlling  pur- 
|Mme  of  the  Constitution  that  the  place  shall  Im*  always  full,  has  uniformly  held  that 
the  Senator  so  appointe<l  retains  his  seat  until  the  legislature  ch<K)se  his  successor  or 
adjourn  without  making  a  choice. 

The  authority  to  appoint  is  vested  in  the  executive  "if  a  vacancy  happen."  There  is 
no  distinction  indicate<l  between  vacancies  which  happen  when  the  term  begins  and 
vacanci««  which  happen  later.  There  ran  be  no  reason  suggested  for  such  a  distinction. 
It  is  siiid  that  the  term  "vacancy"  is  not  properly  applie<l  to  offices  whose  term  has 
expiretl  by  limitation  at  a  fixed  time  but  only  to  tenns  which  have  once  iH'cn  filled. 

But  the  Constitution  expressly  declares  ''the  seats  of  the  Senators  shall  l>e  vacated  at 
the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  '*  Ac.  Did  the  Constitution  mean  to  declare  that  to  vacate 
m  seat  docs  not  create  a  vacancy  in  it? 

But  it  is  said  a  vacancy  which  occurs  at  a  certain  time  fixed  by  law  is  not  a  vacancy 
which  *'  happens  "  ;  that  the  CoosUtutioD  meant  only  to  vest  the  appointing  power  in  the 
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executive  in  case  of  the  vacancy  occurring  by  reason  of  events  which  cannot  be  certainly 
foreseen;  and  this  is  the  strong  point  of  those  who  diflfer  with  us.  On  the  contrary,  we 
affirm  that  nothing  is  better  settled  in  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  of  legis- 
lation under  it  than  that  the  words  "vacancies  happening"  include  the  case  of  offices 
which  have  a  fixed  term  which  has  expired,  and  which  are  vacant  because  no  new  ap- 
pointment has  been  made.  Article  2,  section  2,  of  the  Constitution,  in  its  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  officers,  declares: 

'  *  The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session." 

Under  this  provision  the  President  exercises  the  undisputed  power  of  filling  offices 
which  have  a  term  fixed  by  law  which  expires  in  the  recess  of  Congress.  Most  impor- 
tant rights  of  the  people  and  of  private  citizens  depend  on  the  legality  of  such  appoint- 
ments which  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  must 
overturn.  In  Revised  Statutes,  section  1769,  ''the  President  is  authorized  to  fill  all 
vacancies  which  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  by  reason  of  death,  or  res- 
ignation, or  expiration  of  term  of  office." 

It  is  not  the  ending  of  the  term,  but  the  absence  from  the  office  of  any  person  author- 
ized to  fill  it,  to  which  the  word  "hapi)en,"  which  expresses*  contingency,  is  applied. 
It  is  certain  that  the  term  will  end.  It  is  still  uncertain  whether  the  office  will  be  va- 
cant, because  that  depends  on  the  contingent  event  of  the  legislature's  having  filled  it. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  our  language  to  apply  the  word  ** happen"  to  the 
simultaneous  occurrence  of  two  events,  both  of  which  are  certain  to  take  place.  **If 
the  fourth  of  July  happen  on  Sunday,  the  next  day  shall  be  a  legal  holiday."  *'  If  the 
last  day  of  grace  happen  to  be  a  holiday,  the  note  shall  be  payable  on  the  day  preced- 
ing." A  fortiori  the  word  may  be  appropriately  used  to  express  the  occurrence  at  the 
«ame  time  of  two  events,  one  of  which  is  contingent.  If  there  happen  to  be  no  Senator 
in  the  office,  the  authority  of  the  executive  exists. 

The  question  has  frequently  arisen  for  judgment  in  the  Senate.  By  a  line  of  decis- 
ions unbroken,  with  one  possible  exception,  it  has  been  held  that  the  governor  of  a  State 
is  authorized  to  fill  a  vacancy  existing  at  the  beginning  of  a  Senatorial  term. 

April  27, 1797,  William  Cocke  was  appointed  a  Senator  from  the  StiEite  of  Tennessee 
by  the  governor,  his  term  having  expired  on  the  third  of  the  preceding  month.  On  the 
loth  of  May,  1797,  he  presented  his  credentials,  and  was  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of 
office  without  objection  or  debate. 

March  3,  1801,  the  seat  of  Uriah  Tracy,  of  Connecticut,  became  vacant  by  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office.  Oh  the  20th  of  February,  1801,  the  governor  of  Connecticut 
reappointed  him  a  Senator.  Objection  being  raised  to  his  credentials,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  oath  by  a  vote  of  3^eas  13,  nays  10. 

William  Hindman,  of  Maryland,  was  afterward,  on  the  next  day,  admitted  to  the  oath 
on  like  credentials,  without  objection. 

John  Condit,  of  New  Jersey,  November  14,  1803,  appointed  a  Senator  firom  New  Jersey 
to  fill  the  vacancy  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  was  admitted  to  take  the  oath.  Mr. 
Condit's  credentials  had  been  presented  October  17,  previous. 

March  4,  1809,  Samuel  Smith,  of  Maryland,  appointed  on  that  day  by  the  governor  of 
his  State  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  expiration  of  his  own  term,  was  admitted  to 
his  seat  and  sworn. 

March  4,  1809,  Joseph  Anderson,  of  Tennessee,  took  his  seat  by  virtue  of  an  apjwint- 
ment  from  the  governor  of  that  State. 

May  24,  1813,  Charles  Cutts,  of  New  Hampshire,  appointed  by  the  executive  to  fill 
the  vacancy  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  was,  without  question,  admitted  to  take 
the  oath.     This  vacancy  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  term. 

March  4,  1817,  John  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  executive  of 
the  State,  to  hold  said  appointment  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, wa-i  admitted.     His  credentials  were  filed  on  the  10th  of  the  preceding  February. 

March  4,  1825,  James  Lanman,  of  Connecticut,  presented  his  credentials  of  his  ap- 
pointment by  the  governor  of  that  State,  "to  take  efiect  immediately  after  the  3d  of 
March,  1825,  and  to  hold  the  seat  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature.'*  Mr.  Lan- 
man was  refused  the  seat  by  a  vote  of  23  to  13.  The  case  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, who  report  the  facts,  but  state  neither  reason  nor  conclusion.  The  committee 
say  they  have  looked  into  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the  cases  of  Cocke,  Tracy, 
Anderson,  and  Williams  are  the  only  analogous  cases  they  could  find.  There  is  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  debate  inNiles'  Register,  vol.  28,  page  32,  but  no  statement  of  the  reason  on 
which  any  Senator  proceeded.  There  is  no  historical  evidence  from  which  we  ^an  deter- 
mine whether  the  Senate  rejected  Mr.  Lanman  on  the  ground  that  the  governor  could 
not  fill  a  vacancy  happening  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  or  on  the  ground  that  the 
governor  could  not  lawfully  make  the  apx>ointment  in  anticipation,  berore  the  vacancy 
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occurred,  and  before  he  could  possibly  know  whether  the  legislature  might  be  called 
together  lielbre  that  time.  All  the  precedents  which  the  committee  cite,  except  that  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  were  tiisea  where  the  appointment  was  made  not  when  the  vacancy  happened 
in  the  recess  of  the  legislature,  but  only  when  the  governor  thought  it  might  happen. 
In  the  case  of  Cocke  the  date  of  the  appointment  is  not  given  in  the  journals,  although 
in  fact  it  was  after  the  vacancy.  The  committee  do  not  cite  the  case  of  Hindman,  Smith, 
or  Condit,  nor  the  then  recent  case  of  Cutts,  in  deciding  which  some  Senators  then  in 
office  took  part,  where  the  appointments  were  made  after  the  vacancy  existed.  There 
is,  thereibre,  nothing  to  show  whether  the  Senate  meant  to  overrule  all  the  precedents, 
Bomt>  of  which  were  not  brought  to  its  attention,  or  only  so  many  of  them  as  recognized 
the  right  of  the  executive  to  appoint  when  a  vacancy  had  not  happened. 

Judge  Story  (Constitution,  J  7ti7,  note  2)  says: 

"'  In  the  case  of  Mr.  I^nman,  a  Senator  from  Connecticut,  a  question  occurred  wfietiiM. 
the  State  executive  could  make  an  appointment  in  the  recess  of  the  State  legislature  in 
anticipation  of  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  im  existing  Senator.  It  was  decided 
by  the  Senate  that  he  could  not  make  such  an  appomtment.  The  facts  were  that  Mr. 
Lanman^sterui  of  .Hervic<»  as  Senator  expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  1825.  The  President  had 
convoked  the  Senate  to  meet  on  the  4th  of  March.  The  governor  of  Connecticut,  in  the 
recess  of  the  legislature  {whose  session  would  be  in  May),  on  the  9th  of  the  preceding 
February  appointed  Mr.  I^nman  as  Senator,  to  sit  in  the  Senate  after  the  Iki  of  March. 
The  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  18,  decided  that  the  appointment  could  not  be  consUtn- 
tionally  made  until  after  the  vacancy  had  actually  occurred.''  (See  Gordon's  Digest  of 
the  I-aws  of  the  United  States,  1827;  appendisc,  note  1,  B. ) 

In  regard  to  the  same  case,  the  National  Intelligencer  of  March  8,  1825,  says  io  an 
<Mlitorial  note: 

*'An  importjint  coastitutional  question  was  yesterday  decided  in  the  Senate  by  the 
refuH:il  to  admit  Mr.  Lanman  to  a  seat  iu  the  Senate  under  a  commission  from  the  gov- 
ernor granted  before  the  expiration  of  Mr.  I^inman's  late  term  of  service.  This  is  the 
first  time  the  question  has  l>een  ai^udicated  under  such  ciri'umstancesas  to  form  a  prece- 
dent; and  we  presume  it  may  now  be  considered  as  a  settled  construction  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision  that  a  vacancy  must  have  literally  *  happened 'or  come  to  pass 
before  an  appointment  v&n  l)e  made  to  fill  it." 

The  State  of  .Xrkansas  was  admitted  to  the  Union  in  laUi.  In  October,  1836,  the  leg- 
islature of  that  State  elected  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  and  William  S.  Fulton  Senators.  On 
the  allotment  of  the  .\rkansas  Senatonito  their  respective  classes,  as  required  by  the 
thinl  section  of  the  fir^t  article  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Sevier  was  placed  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  term  of  service  expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  1837.  The  legislature  of 
.\rkansas  IumI  no  opportunity  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  were  not  in  session  alter  the  result 
of  the  allotment  w:is  known  in  that  State.  January  17,  1837,  the  governor  of  Arkansas 
appointed  Mr.  Sevier  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  would  take  phice  on  the  3d  of  Mjut:h. 
When  Mr.  Sevier's  credentials  were  presented  at  the  winter  session,  Mr.  Webitter  sug- 
gested a  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  appointment,  in  which  Mr.  Sevier  himself  con- 
curred. At  the  March  sewiou  the  credentials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciar>'.  Mr.  (trundy.  from  that  committee,  reported  in  favor  of  Mr.  Sevier's  admis- 
Mion,  and  he  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Gnindy's  report  states  that  it  is  not  intended  by  the  committee  to  call  in  question 
thei*orrfH:tness  of  thede<*ision  in  the  I^juiman  case;  that  that  irase  proceeded  on  the  ground 
"  that  the  legislature  should  provide  for  all  vacancies  which  must  occur  at  stated  and 
known  periods,  and  that  the  expiration  of  a  regular  term  of  ser\'i(«  is  not  such  a  oootin- 
gency  as  is  embraced  in  the  second  sefiion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution.*' 

The  report  farther  says: 

"The  vai*e  now  under  consideration  is  wholly  diflferent  in  principle.  The  time  when 
Mr.  Sevier  was  to  gi>  out  of  office  was  decided  by  lot.'' 

l'n>m  thi*^  review  of  the  judgments  of  the  Senate,  it  appears  that  in  every  case  in  which 
a' Senator  has  been  appointed  by  the  executive  aAer  the  happening  of  a  vacancy  by  the 
c-.Npiration  of  a  term  without  an  election  of  a  successor  by  the  l^sUture,  the  perM>n 
Mi  appointed  has  been  admitted  to  his  seat.  Tliere  is  no  indication  that  the  Senate  ever 
denied  or  doubted  the  correctneiis  of  this  construction  of  the  Constitution,  except  the  nn- 
^upI)orted  statementof  Mr.  Grundy  of  the  ground  of  adecision  made  twelve  years  before— 
a  statement  which  nothing  in  the  journal  of  the  debates  confirms,  and  which  is  opposed 
to  the  understanding  of  Judge  Story  and  the  rontemponineous  article  in  the  Intelligencer. 

The  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  provides:  "When  vacancies 
hap|ien  in  the  representation  from  any  State,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  iasne 
writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. "  In  IKH.  the  law  of  Mississippi  fixed  the  time  for 
the  election  of  Representatives  in  November.  The  President  having  called  a  speciml  ses- 
sion of  Congreai  to  meet  in  September,  the  governor  of  Missmsippi,  on  the  13th  <^  Jane, 
issued  writa  for  an  election  in  July  for  two  Representatives  to  Congress  to  fill  said  Tacancy, 
until  sapenwded  by  the  roembere  to  be  elected  at  the  nextresolar  election  in  Norembar, 
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At  this  July  election  Messrs.  Gk>lilson  and  Claiborne  were  elected  and  claimed  the  seats. 
Their  claim  was  referred  to  acommiitee,  of  which  Andrew  Buchanan  was  chairman,  who 
reported  in  favor  of  their  right  to  seats  for  the  full  term.    They  say  in  their  report: 

*'The  CJonstitution  authorizes  the  executive  power  of  the  States  respectively  to  order 
the  filling  of  all  vacancies  which  have  actually  happened,  in  the  mode  therein  pointed 
out,  no  matter  how  the  vacancy  may  have  happened,  whether  by  death,  resignation,  or 
expiration  of  the  term  of  members  previous  to  the  election  of  their  successors." 

In  the  debate,  John  Quincy  Ad^mis  said  he  believed,  in  relation  to  offices,  that  every 
one  happens  to  be  vacant  which  is  not  full;  and  that,  he  believed,  was  the  meaning  and 
sense  of  the  Constitution,  whether  the  vacancy  occurred  from  casualty,  the  regular  course 
of  events,  expiration  of  term,  or  other  cause. 

The  claimants  were  admitted  to  their  seats.  In  November  following,  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  Wood  were  elected  for  the  same  term.  At  the  next  December  session,  the  resolu- 
tion declaring  Gholson  and  Claiborne  elected  was  rescinded,  but  a  resolution  was  also 
adopted,  by  the  casting  vote  of  Speaker  James  K.  Polk,  that  Prentiss  and  Wood  were 
not  members.  So  that  no  inference  can  properly  be  drawn  from  that  case;  and  it  is  of  no 
value,  except  so  far  as  weight  may  be  attached  to  the  opinions  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
and  James  K.  Polk,  both  favoring  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  for  which  we  con- 
tend. 

Appended  to  the  report  in  the  Mississippi  case  are  opinions  of  two  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Attorneys-General  of  the  United  States,  Roger  B.  Taney  and  William  Wirt,  in 
which  they  discuss  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  **  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess"  with  reference  to  the  power  of  the  President  to  fill  an  office  which  is  vacant  in 
the  recess,  because  the  Senate  adjourned  without  acting  on  a  nomination,  the  original 
vacancy  having  happened  during  the  session.  Both  these  eminent  jurists  agree  that  the 
term  "  happen  "  is  equivalent  to  **  happen  to  exist,"  *'  if  it  come  to  pass  that  there  be 
a  vacancy."     Mr.  Taney  says: 

"  The  Constitution  was  formed  for  practical  purposes,  and  a  construction  that  defeats 
the  very  object  of  the  grant  of  x>ower  cannot  be  a  true  one.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Constitution  that  the  offices  created  by  law  should  always  b^  full." 

We  submit, therefore,  that  the  natural  and  ordinary  meaning  of  the  language  employed, 
the  purpose  which  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  meant  to  accomplish,  the  unbroken 
current  of  decisions  in  like  cases,  and  the  uniform  construction  given  to  the  same  lan- 
guage when  used  elsewhere  in  the  Constitution  and  in  legislation  in  like  cases,  concur  in 
supporting  the  interpretation  which  establishes  Mr.  Bell's  claim.  The  office  of  Senator 
is  a  continuous  office.  When  the  Senator  is  duly  elected  by  the  legislature  beforehand 
no  vacancy  exists  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  His  taking  the  oath  of  office 
relates  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  term  and  preserves  the  continuousness  of  the  suc- 
cession. He  is  when  on  his  way  to  take  the  oath  deemed  to  be  a  Senator  and  privileged 
from  arrest.  A  vacancy  happens,  and  only  happens,  when  the  legislature  has  failed  to 
make  due  election,  or  the  person  chosen  declines  the  appointment,  or  when  the  office 
once  filled  is  vacated  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise. 

But  if  we  adopt  the  narrowest  possible  construction  imputed  by  Mr.  Grundy  in  the 
Sevier  report,  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Lanraan,  the  doctrine  of  the  Sevier  decision 
itself,  is  enough  for  the  purpose  of  this  case.  If  the  failure  of  the  Arkansas  legislature 
to  be  in  session  after  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Sevier's  term  was.  decided  by  lot  made  the  va- 
cancy contingent  in  the  narrowest  sense  of  that  term,  so  that  the  governor  could  appoint, 
certainly  the  fact  that  there  is  no  legislature  in  the  State  able  to  act  constitutes  such  a 
contingency.  Whether  it  so  happens  that  the  person  once  chosen  is  unable  to  remain 
in  office,  or  it  so  happens  that  the  legislature  cannot  meet  and  choose,  the  contingency 
of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  has  occurred.  The  six  months  at  the  end  of  the  term  are  no 
more  important  than  six  months  at  its  beginning.  The  Constitution  makes  equally 
careful  provision  for  either. 

GEO.  F.  HOAR. 
ANGUS  CAMERON. 
JNO.  J.  INGALLS. 

Thubsday,  April  3,  1879. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbuiy,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
yesterday  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  declaring  that  Charles  H. 
Bell  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  Senator  by  virtue  of  the  appointment  of  the  governor 
of  New  Hampshire. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out,  after  the  word  ^'  is," 
the  word  **not," 

Pending  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postpone  to  Monday  next, 

SE  0 3 
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[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  184-169  of  the  Congfessional  Record  reierred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Monday,  April  7,  1879. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 

[The  debate  is  ibund  on  pages  273-286  of  the  Congressional  Record  reierred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Tuesday,  April  8,  1879. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  beiug  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  287-298  of  the  Congresstonal  Record  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Wednesday,  April  9,  1879. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  312-325  of  the  Congressional  Record  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Thursday,  April  10,  187J). 

The  Vice-President  announced  that  the  morning  hour  had  fexpired,  and  called  up  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  Senate  at  its  adjournment  yesterday,  viz,  the  reeolation  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  April  2,  1879,  declaring  ^'that 
Charles  H.  Bell  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  Senator  by  virtue  of  the  appointment  by  the 
executive  of  New  Hampshire";  and 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar,  viz:  After  the  word 
^Ms"  strike  out  the  word  *'not," 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  aflBrmative — yeas  35,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  theaffinnative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Bayard,  Booth,  Bruce, 
Burnside,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chandler,  Dawes,  Edmunds, 
Ferry,  Gordon,  Groonie,  Hamlin,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Ingalls,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kellog«r. 
Kirkwood,  Logan,  McDonald,  McMillan,  Morrill,  Paddock,  Piatt,  Plumb,  Randolph, 
Uollins,  Saunders,  Teller,  VoorRees,  Walker,  White,  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Call,  Carpenter,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
Conkling,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Eaton,  Farley,  Garland,  Grover,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill  of 
Georgia,  Houston,  Johnston,  Jonas,  Kernan,  Lamar,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Ran- 
som, Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Wallace,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  as  follows: 

'^^  Resolved  J  That  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell  is  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  Senator  by  virtne  of  the 
appointment  by  the  executive  of  New  Hampshire," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  35,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Bayard,  Booth,  Bruce, 
Bumside,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chandler,  Dawes,  Edmonds, 
Ferry,  Gordon,  Groome,  Hamlin,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Ingalls,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kellogtc, 
Kirkwood,  Logan,  McDonald,  McMillan,  Morrill,  Paddock,  Piatt,  Plumb,  Randolph, 
Rollins,  Saulsbury,  Saunders,  Teller,  Voorhees,  Walker,  Whyte,  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Call,  Carpenter,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
Conkling,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Eaton,  Farley,  Garland,  Grover,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill  of 
Georgia,  Houston,  Johnston,  Jonas,  Kernan,  Lamar,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Ran- 
som, Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Wallace,  and  Withers. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Bell  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  ad- 
ministered to  him  by  the  Vice-President,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  341-355  of  the  Congressional  Record  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

MILEAGE  OF  MB.    BELL. 

Thursday,  June  19,  1879. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
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directed  to  pay  Hon.  Charles  H.  Bell  mileage  at  the  rate  allowed  by  law  for  attendance 
at  this  session,  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  *  miscellaneoas  items '  of  the  contingent 
fund." 

Feiday,  June  20, 1879. 

Mr.  Rollins  presented  the  credentials  of  Henry  W.  Blair,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  New  Hampshire  ifor  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  of  six  years  com- 
mencing March  4,  1879;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Blair  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  b<«n  administered  to 
him  by  the  President  pro  tempore,  he  took  his  se^t  in  the  Senate. 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1885.] 

HENRY  W.  BLAIR, 

Senator  from  Xew  Hampshire  from  June  20, 1879.   [December  1, 1885,«f«7i 

holding  seat.] 

March  V),  18H5,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  lilair.  np|x>iiitcd  by  the  governor  to  All  a  vacancy  happenhiK 
during  the  reecHs*  of  the  le^tHlatiire  hy  the  expiration  of  hij»  previouH  term,  March  3,  were  preaented. 
A  motion  that  the  credentialet  In*  refern*d  to  the  Comniiltec  on  PrivileKt^n  and  Klectiona  vraa  deter- 
mined  in  the  negative.  A  rentilution  wuh  then  Hul>iuitte<l  that  he  Ih'  athuittcd  to  take  the  nath  of 
otli<*e.  whith  wan  uKreed  to  March  10.  It  iippt-arM  from  th«*d<"ln»teH  that  ilieeaae  preaented  theaame 
tinentions  pri>««-iitfd  hy  the  eane  of  ("harle.H  II.  Ilell  (mc  pane  lli  ,  that  a  IcKinlature  waa  elected  in 
Novt-mlHT.  I'vSJ.  to  M*rve  for  two  yearn,  v\h»)S4> term  of  <»flice  In-Kan  in  June,  IHSTJ;  that  another  legis- 
lature WHH  «'lei  te<l  in  Noveml>er.  lK»*|,io  M*rve  for  two  year!*.  whtMw  term  of  ofBcc  would  l)e|{in  in 
June.  iKs'i;  4hut  the  leKi«lature  electetl  in  l^•<l^  intinj^  in  aeeonlanee  with  ita  interpretation  of  ihe  act 
of  July  'Si.  ls<i»»,  and  in  aceonlanoe  with  a  report  of  thi««  committee  uuide  in  the  Forty-fifth  Confcrean 
on  the  same  nuliject.  ha<l  not  elected  a  HUee<>K.sor  to  Mr.  lilair:  that  the  question  was  whether  a 
\  aean*  y  ur|^•tnK  under  nueh  cireumHtam-eM  was  a  vacancy  **  hap|jenijiR  hy  reaiifnatiou  or  otherwise, 
during  tlu'  rcce»**  <.f  the  leKi^lature  of  any  State.  "  i  Article  I.  M-etion  H.  of  the  Conatitution.)  Ex- 
trai  ta  from  remarkM  (;ivei»  Im'Iow  will  ^how  the  Kroundn  up«)n  whieh  ditferent  Senators  proceeded. 

I'he  history  of  the  eaae  here  Kiven  i>onhiMtH  of  a  tnln^M•ript  of  the  proceedinipi  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing; to  it  from  the  Semite  Journal,  )Sth  l^>nK-.>d  seas.  (Kpeeial  seaMion,  MArch  and  April,  188S),  and 
extract?*  fn»m  remarks  of  Senators. 

The  deUiiea  are  found  in  the  Senate  prt»e«HMlinK!}*  of  March  9  and  in.  IKHS,  in  the  Conipeasional 
U«'eord,  Vol.  xvii,  lairt  1. 

M<>M>AY.  ^fltrch  J),  1885. 

Mr.  Pike  prcsenti-*!  tlu-  inMlniiials  of  llenrv  W.  I'.hiir.  ap{M>inted  a  Senator  by  the 
pneruur  of  New  nu!n|)»*hirt;  tolill  tlie  vai-uiu'y  in  the  repref*enUit ion  from  that  Stat« hap- 
IK'nin^  Maix'h  4,  1S8.">,  during  the  rett».s  of  the  legislature. 

The  (-redential.H  werv  rea<l;  and, 

l)n  tn<»tion  by  Mr.  Ve«t  that  th<'y  be  referre<l  to  the  Committee  on  I  Privileges  and  Elec- 
iiona,  it  was  determineil  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hoar  thereup<m  HubinittiMl  the  following  iv^olution: 

"i:tsolrt(I,  That  Henry  W.  IJlair,  appointed  a  Senator  fmni  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  Ik*  now  admitted  to  take  the  oiith  of  otlice," 

When, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harrin,  and  by  nnanimouH  eoniM'nt, 

Ordered',  That  the  conMideration  of  the  rcHolution  be  |)08tponed  to  to-morrow. 

TiESDAY,  March  10,  1885. 

The  Vii-e- President  laid  tn'fore  the  Senate  the  re!<oIntioD  yestenlay  submitted  by  Mr. 
Hour,  that  Henry  W.  lilair  \w  now  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  office  as  a  Seoator  firom 
the  .Slate  of  New  Hampshire;  ami 

On  the  (|UeMtiuu  to  agree  to  the  resolution. 

Af\er  deluite,  it  waji  determiiUHl  in  the  ailirmative — yeaa  3<J,  nayw  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  VcHt,  the  ye;u«  and  nays  Iwing  de»ire<l  by  one-tidh  of  the  Seoatom 
preM'Ot, 

ThoM*  who  voted  in  the  albrmative  are  .MeH.srH.  .\ldrie1i,  AIHaou,  Cameron, Chaoe, Coo- 
K;er.  (tillom,   Ihtwen,  KdmuiidH,   Kvarta,   Fr>'e,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hoar,   Ingallii,  Jodob  of 
riondu,  .lone<*of  Ne\ada,  Me.Millan,  Mahone,  Mandei.stm,  Miller  of  California,  Miller  of 
NewYoik.  .Milehell.  Morrill,  Palmer,  Pike.  Piatt.  Kiddlcb<»rger,  Sabin,  Sawyer,  Sewell, 
."^herman.  SiaKHicr.  Stanlortl.  Teller,  Van  VVyek,  and  VVil»on. 

Tho»«ewho  vote<l  in  the  negative  are  Me«firs,  lleek,  lU.u-kbum,  Camden,  Coekrell,  Coke, 
iiustis,  Gil)t4on.  tformau.  .lackson.  .Ione»  of  Arkaniuui,  Kenna,  McPherson,  Maxcy.  Mor- 
g.in.  Payne,  Pugh,  l^unom,  Saulsbtiry,  Vance,  and  Veat. 

S<»  ih^  resolution  waa  agntsl  to. 

Mr.  Henry  \V.  Hlair  then  apjx'artsl.  and  the  ojtth  prw«eribed  by  law  having  been  ad- 
luini.HtertHl  to  him  bv  the  VieePre«ident.  he  t(a>k  hi.**  .seat  in  the  Senate. 

[KxlnMt  fr«>ui  renturk<*  of  Mr  Vr<*l.  of  Mf«MMiri.in  opfKmitKMi  i«>  the  rt- Mohttion  aulnnltted  by  If r. 
Iloar  that  .Mr  lllnir  !>«•  a«lmtit*-d  t«>  take  the  oatli  of  otTlee  l-'ound  in  the  proceedings  of  Manah  10, 
IHaa,  In  the  ( 'unt^retmionai  IC»*eord.  vol.  xvii.  part  1  J 

"  Mr.  Pn*Tsident,  ycHterday  I  aakf^l  that  the  re^.^olution  nhould  go  over  nntll  to-day  in 
onler  that  it  might  be  examined  by  the  new  Seuatont  jiutt  wwom  into  this  body,  and  in 

•  Uderencea  to  the  patfcaof  theCoogrcatioual  UccvrU  caouvt  he  i^vcn.at  Um  fiooordf  for  llw  wmr 
•loBareaoial  Uiit  dale  bound. 
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order  that  those  of  us  who  were  members  at  the  time  the  Bell  case  was  under  discussion 
and  was  determined  should  have  an  opportunity  to  refresh  our  recollection  in  regard  to 
the  points  then  made  and  discussed.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  enter  into  a  lengthy  re- 
sume of  that  argument  then  so  exhaustively  made.  I  simply  wish  to  say  now  that  I 
reaffirm  what  was  my  conclusion  then  as  a  lawyer  in  regard  to  this  subject. 

"I  voted  on  the  Bell  case  that  Mr.  Bell  was  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body;  that 
the  governor  of  a  Statahad  no  right  to  fill  an  entire  term  by  original  appointment;  that 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  which  declares  *  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or 
otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  State'  the  executive  authority  of 
a  State  may  make  a  temporary  appointment,  is  that  when  a  va<.*ancy  shall  occur,  not  by 
operation  of  law,  but  by  some  event  which  applies  to  the  individual  asking  for  the  office 
or  applying  for  admission  into  this  body,  by  the  resignation  of  a  person,  by  death  oper- 
ating upon  him,  and  that  the  word  'otherwise'  in  that  connection  means  by  similar 
casualty — when  a  vacancy  shall  happen,  when  it  shall  occur,  not  by  operation  of  statute 
or  of  any  constitution,  but  when  it 'occurs  by  resignation,  death,  or  otherwise. 

"The  terms  of  the  Constitution  as  originally  made — and  I  shall  be  very  brief  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  for  I  only  propose  to  give  my  own  reasons  for  casting  my  vote — the 
terms  of  the  Constitution  are: 

**  'If  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature 
of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  uniil  the  next 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancy.' 

"There  are  three  clauses  in  the  Federal  Constitution  in  which  the  word  *  happen  '  is 
used.     First,  in  Article  II,  section  2,  the  Constitution  says: 

"  *The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session. ' . 

"Article  I,  section  2,  provides: 

"  '  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  State,  the  executive  author- 
ity thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies.' 

"Article  I,  section  3,  which  is  the  clause  now  under  discussion,  provides: 

"  'And  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies.' 

"  In  all  three  of  these  clauses  the  word  *  happen '  is  used,  but  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  in  the  first  two  clauses  in  regard  to  vacancies  in  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives  and  vacancies  during  a  recess  of  the  Senate  as  to  executive  officers,  the 
word  'happen'  is  without  limitation,  ' where  vacancies  shall  happen,'  and  there  is  the 
termination  of  the  power  of  the  President  in  regard  to  executive  appointments;  but  in 
regard  to  Senators  the  Federal  Convention  put  a  limitation  upon  the  word  '  happen. ' 
They  did  not  stop  with  declaring  where  vacancies  may  happen  during  a  recess  of  a  legis- 
lature that  then  the  governor  may  appoint,  but  where  a  vacancy  shall  happen  by  resig- 
nation or  otherwise. 

"If  the  Senators  now  present  are  correct  who  claim  the  power  of  a  governor  to  exist 
to  appoint  in  these  cases,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  words  *  by  resignation 
or  otherwise'  are  void  and  meaningless  as  used  by  the  Iramers  of  the  Constitution,  or  else 
that  the  terms  are  a  limitation  upon  the  word  *  happen. '  They  are  not  found  in  the  other 
two  clauses  of  the  Constitution.  What  makes  this  argument  more  significant  and  con- 
clusive to  my  mind  is  that  the  original  draught  of  the  Constitution,  which  I  have  before 
me,  and  the  debates  show  that  the  clause  as  originally  reported  to  the  convention  of 
1787  was  absolute  and  unlimited,  when  a  vacancy  should  occur,  and  Mr.  Madison  moved 
to  put  in  these  terms  of  Ifmitation,  that  where  the  vacancy  should  occur  by  resignation 
or  otherwise,  or  equivalent  terms,  then  the  governor  of  the  Stato  might  appoint. 

"I  know  it  has  been  said  that  contemporaneous  construction  at  the  time  militates 
against  this  view.  In  the  debate  which  occurred  in  the  Bell  case  an  editorial  was  read 
from  the  National  Intelligencer  of  March  8, 1 825,  and  it  was  said  that  this  had  been  adopted 
by  Judge  Story  and  by  Mr.  Gordon,  who  was  compiling  a  book  in  regard  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  at  that  time.  The  most  authoritative  statement  in  regard  to  the  mean- 
ing of  Congress  and  the  debates(\)f  Congress  at  that  time  is  found  in  Niles's  Register,  the 
authority  of  which  I  take  it  will  not  he  questioned  on  this  floor.  In  Niles's  Register  I 
find  the  following: 

"  'The  following  members' — 

"Says  the  Register  of  March  12,  1825— 

"  'The  following  members,  also  re-elected  for  six  years  from  this  day,  took  the  oath  of 
office,  namely:  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland;  Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina;  Mr.  Gnillard. 
of  South.  Carolina;  Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana;  and  Mr.  Barton,  of  Missouri. 

"  'Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Lanman,  reappointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor in  the  recess  of  ti^e  legislature,  the  question  being,  whether  a  failure  by  the  legis-^ 
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latnre  to  make  a  choice  of  a  Senator  constitntes  the  contingency  in  which  a  goTemor  nuj 
appoint  a  Senator,  the  language  of  the  Constitation  being,  *  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resig- 
nation or  otherwise,  *  *  &c. ' 

"  It  is  said,  and  conspicuously  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  f  Mr.  Hoar],  that  the 
quotation  in  the  National  Intelligencer  and  in  the  book  by  Gordon  showed  that  the  Lan- 
man  case  decided  in  1825  did  not  touch  this  question,  did  not  determine  it,  and  that  the 
Lanman  case,  a  case  from  Connecticut,  went  off  on  the  power  of  the  governor  to  make  an 
appointment  before  the  vacancy  existed.  Niles's  Register  asserts  emphatically  that  the 
very  point  now  at  issue  before  the  Senate  was  decided  in  1825.  I  know  that  other  cases 
were  decided  antecedent  to  the  Lanman  case,  but  they  were  decided,  I  affirm,  without 
discussion,  without  debate. 

* '  In  1825  this  precise  case  was  brought  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  it  was 
decided  then  that  the  governor  could  not  appoint  as  to  a  full  term.  In  1825  for  the  first 
time  this  question  was  elaborately  and  exhaustively  debated  by  the  ablest  lawyers  then 
in  the  United  States,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  governor  did  not  have  the  right  to  make 
such  an  appointment;  and  I  say  to-day,  as  was  said  in  the  Bell  discussion,  that  from  1823 
to  the  decision  of  the  BeU  case  in  1879  not  one  solitary  utterance  was  ever  heard  upon 
this  floor  or  elsewhere  which  questioned  the  accuracy  of  the  position  I  take  here  now. 

"  I  know  it  is  said  that  the  Sevier  case  from  Arkansas,  decided  in  1837,  antagonizes  this 
view;  but  the  report  of  Mr.  Felix  Grundy  on  the  Sevier  case  asserted  that  that  decision 
was  not  in  antagonism  to  the  Lanman  decision,  but  that  it  was  made  upon  the  express 
ground  that  Sevier  had  drawn  his  seat  by  lot,  and  that  therefore  the  term  *'  happen'* 
applied  to  that  case;  but  Mr.  Grundy  expressly  says,  and  I  have  his  report  before  me  as 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  that  the  Lanman  case  was  the  precedent;  that  it 
decided  the  correct  doctrine,  and  it  was  held  so  invariably  until  the  decision  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  1879. 

"Mr.  Wadleigh,  from  New  Hampshire,  in  discussing  this  very  question  admitted  that 
the  Lanman  case  was  decisive  of  the  whole  matter.     Says  Mr.  Wadleigh: 

* ' '  The  Senator  from  Ohio ' — 

**  Referring  to  Mr.  Thurman — 

** '  The  Senator  from  Ohio  would  have  us  believe  that  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
this  legislature  or  the  next  is  entitled  to  elect.  That  is  a  matter  which  greatly  concerns 
the  people  of  New  Hampshire.  It  is  desirable  that  tliat  question  should  be  settled  at  once, 
so  that  they  may  not  put  themselves  iu  a  position  Irom  which  they  cannot  be  extricated 
without  great  embarrassment.  Accordingly  a  bill  was  presented  to  this  body  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Cameron]  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, which  reported  unanimously  that  this  legislature  cannot  elect  the  Senator,  that 
the  next  legislature  must,  elect.  That  shows  to  us  clearly  that  unless  this  bill  passes 
there  must  be  a  vacancy  in  this  Senate  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  for  three  months 
in  the  next  Congress.* 

"In  other  words,  that  the  governor  could  not  fill  the  vacancy;  and  there  is  upon  the 
other  side  of  this  Chamber  a  succession  of  weighty  authority  in  the  same  direction.  Mr. 
Thurman  asked: 

**  *  Is  there  any  probability  of  Congress  being  in  session  during  those  three  months? 

**  *  Mr.  Wadleigh.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

**  *  Mr.  Whyte.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  why  the  governor  of  New 
Hampshire  cannot  appoint  for  the  vacancy  until  the  legislature  meets  in  June  ? 

"  *Mr.  Blaine.  He  cannot  do  that  if  the  previous  term  has  fully  expired.' 

**  Which  is  the  very  case  here. 

**  •  Mr.  Whyte.  Suppose  this  legislature  has  power  to  elect  and  does  not  elect,  is  not 
that  a  vacancy? 

*'  *  Mr.  Blaine.  Then  the  power  of  the  governor  does  not  come  in. 

*' '  Mr.  Whyte.  It  does,  apparently. 

**  *  Mr.  Blaine.  Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Dawes.  Every  precedent  of  the  Senate  is  against  that. 

Mr.  Blaine.  The  Senator  from  Maryland  is  too  good  a  lawyer  to  make  that  asser- 
tion. 

"  *  Mr.  Wadleigh.  Having  examined  the  precedents,  1  am  inclined  to  thif&k  the  gov- 
ernor cannot  appoint. 

**  'Mr.  Blaine.  Of  course  the  governor  cannot  appoint.  Nothing  is  better  settled 
than  that.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman]  will  give  his  assent  to  that, 
if  the  term  has  fully  expired.* 

*'  Never  until  the  Bell  decision  by  the  Senate  was  any  voice  ever  raised  from  1825  to 
1879  which  gave  to  the  governor  of  a  State  the  right  to  fill  a  full  term. 

*'  I  remember  very  well  in  the  Bell  discussion  when  Senator  Conkling,  of  New  York, 
put  a  question  to  Senator  Hill,  of  Georgia,  in  regard  to  the  power  of  the  governor  to  fill 
the  term.    Senator  Conkling  said:    *  If  that  power  exists,  the  governor,  by  collusion 
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with  a  majority  of  the  legislature,  could  from  time  to  time  put  off  an  election  and  fill 
the  vacancy  Out  of  his  own  creatures  aud  to  suit  himself.'  Senator  Hill  replied  to  him 
that  that  was  the  identical  argument  which  he  proposed  to  make,  and  that  that  was  the 
meaning  of  the  constitutional  provision,  which  did  not  give  this  power  to  the  executive 
of  a  State. 

*  *  But  if  I  had  any  doubt  about  the  meaning  of  the  Lanman  decision,  I  find  it  in  Mr.  Ben- 
ton's Thirty  Years'  View,  and  he  was  the  most  accurate  man  who  ever  wrote  .in  this 
country  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  this  body  or  the  other.     Mr.  Benton  says: 

*'  *Mr.  Lanman  has  served  a  regular  term  as  Senator  from  Connecticut.  His  term  of 
service  expired  on  the  3d  of  March  of  this  year,  and  the  general  .assembly  of  the  State 
having  tailed  to  make  an  election  of  Senator  in  his  place,  he  received  a  temporary  appoint- 
ment from  the  governor.  On  presenting  himself  to  take  the  oath  of  office,  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  being  the  first  day  of  the  special  Senatorial  session  convoked  by  the  retiring; 
President  (Mr.  Monroe)  according  to  usage  for  the  inauguration  of  his  successor,  his  ap- 
pointment was  objected  to  as  not  having  been  made  in  a  case  in  which  a  governor  ot  a 
State  could  fill  a  vacancy  by  making  a  temporary  appointment.  Mr.  Tazewell  was  the 
principal  speaker  against  the  validity  of  the  appointment,  arguing  against  it  both  on  the 
words  of  the  Constitution  and  the  reason  for  the  provision.  The  words  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are:  '*  If  vacancies  happen  (in  the  Senate)  by  resignation  cr  otherwise,  during  the 
recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appoint- 
ments, until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature."  ''  Happen  "  was  held  by  Mr.  Taze- 
well to  be  the  governing  word  in  this  provision,  and  it  always  implied  a  contingency, 
and  an  unexpected  one.  It  could  not  apply  to  a  foreseen  event,  bound  to  occur  at  a  fixed 
period.  Here  the  vacancy  was  foreseen;  there  was  no  contingency  in  it.  It  was  regu- 
lar and  certain.  It  was  the  right  of  the  legislature  to  fill  it,  and  if  they  failed,  no  matter 
from  what  cause,  there  was  no  right  in  the  governor  to  supply  their  omission.  The  Sen- 
ators voting  in  favor  of  the  motion  were,  &c.' 

''Showing  from  the  highest  authority  that  in  the  Lanman  case  the  identical  point  at 
issue  here  to-day  was  raised  and  decided  and  remained  an  vmbroken  precedent  from  18*25 
to  1879. 

"But,  Mr.  President,  more  than  that,  and  I  am  speaking  as  rapidly  as  possible,  for 
this  question  has  been  fully  exhausted,  and  I  think  the  decusion  in  the  Bell  case  will 
be  affirmed  here  again  to-day;  and  I  merely  make  this  statement,  as  I  said  before,  in 
order  to  affirm  my  own  established  opinion  upon  this  question  and  the  reasons  which  I 
have  for  it,  it  has  always  been  held  here,  it  has  never  been  for  one  instant  contradicted, 
that  if  the  legislature  of  a  State  had  been  in  session  which  could  have  filled  the  vacaqcj*, 
and  had  the  power  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  refused  to  do  it  under  the  Constitution,  then 
the  governor  could  not  possibly  have  the  power  to  appoint.  Now,  the  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  has  been  in  session;  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  has  had  the  power  to 
fill  this  vacancy.  The  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  applied  to  the  supreme  court  of  that 
State,  under  the  constitution  of  New  Hampshire,  to  ascertain  whether  the  power  existed 
in  the  legislative  assembly.  The  supreme  court  declared  to  them  that  the  power  did 
exist.  They  deliberately  refused  to  exercise  it;  they  adjourned;  and  now  it  is  claimed, 
in  view  of  these  facti<,  that  the  chief  executive  of  that  State  has  the  right,  as  I  hold,  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  to  fill  a  full  term,  and 
that  that  power  exists  not  ex  rt  termini  upon  those  terms,  but  according  to  the  meaning 
of  the  Constitution  itself. 

**  This  Is  all  I  desire  to  say,  sir.  I  shall  vote  against  this  gentleman's  admission,  be- 
lieving the  precedent  in  the  Lanman  case  to  be  the  correct  one;  and  I  shall  do  so  the 
more  cheerfully  because  I  am  not  ashamed  to  be  found  as  a  lawyer  in  company  with  tlie 
memory  of  Carpenter,  of  Wisconsin,  with  the  opinion  of  Judge  Davis,  of  Illinois,  who 
voted  with  me,  and  with  the  present  Attorney-Ueneral  of  the  United  States,  who  made 
a  learned  and  exhaustive  argument  upon  the  same  side.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  assert  the 
same  opinion  in  that  company  and  to  give  feebly  the  reasons  which  were  then  uttered." 

[Extracts  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Hoar,  of  Mnssachupctts,  in  support  of  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  that  Mr.  Blair  l>e  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  office.  Found  in  the  proceedings  of  March 
10, 1885, in  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  xvii,  part  1.] 


it 


Mr.  President,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  profitable  to  enter  upon  the  very  wide  field 
of  discussion  which  the  question  involved  in  this  case  opens.  I  think  the  Senate  ^vill 
prefer  to  rest  its  decision  to-day  upon  the  authority  of  one  of  the  most  authoritative 
precedents  which  have  occurred  in  its  history. 

**If  a  legislative  body  exercising  quasi-judicial  functions  like  that  which  is  exercised 
when  the  Senate  determines  the  right  of  a  claimant  to  a  seat  here  can  ever  be  bound  by  a 
precedent,  the  Senate  has  bound  itselfby  the  precedent  established  iu  the  case  of  Mr.  Bell. 
It  was  established  on  full  discussion  by  great  lawyers  and  great  Senators.  ^  It  was  estab- 
lished by  a  decisive  miO^i'^^Jt  ^^  which  thedivisiouwas  totally  non-partisan.   The  great 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1885.] 

HBNEY  W.  BLAIR, 

Senator  from  N'ew  Hampshire  from  June  20, 1879.   [December  1,  lSS5j  still 

holding  seat] 

March  9, 1885,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Blair,  appointed  by  the  governor  to  fill  a  vacancy  happening 
<lurrn{>:  the  recess  of  the  legislature  by  the  expiration  of  his  previous  term,  March  3,  Mrere  presentecL 
A  motion  that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  wa«  deter- 
mined in  the  negative.  A  resolution  was  then  submitted  that  he  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of 
ollice,  which  was  agreed  to  March  10.  It  appears  fron)  the  debates  that  the  case  presented  the  same 
<luestions  presented  by  the  case  of  Charles  II.  Bell  (see  page  26) ;  that  a  legisIatiTre  was  elected  in 
November,  1882,  to  serve  for  two  years,  whoso  term  of  office  began  in  June,  1883 ;  that  another  legis- 
lature was  elected  in  November.  1884,  to  serve  for  two  years,  whose  term  of  office  would  begin  in 
June,  1885 ;  that  the  legislature  elected  in  1882,  acting  in  accordance  with  its  interpretation  of  the  act 
of  July  25,  1806,  and  in  accordance  with  a  report  of  this  committee  made  in  the  Forty-fifth  Congress 
on  the  same  subject,  had  not  elected  a  successor  to  Mr.  Blair;  that  the  question  was  whether  a 
vacancy  arising  under  such  circumstances  was  u  vacancy  "  happening  by  resignation  or  otherwise, 
during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  State."  (Article  I,  section  3,  of  the  Constitution.)  Ex- 
tracts from  remarks  give»  below  will  show  the  grounds  upon  which  different  Senators  proceeded. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  -iSth  Cong.,  2d  sess.  (special  session,  Mftrch  and  April,  1885),  and 
extracts  from  remarks  of  Senators. 

The  debates  are  found  in  the  Senate  proceedings*  of  March  9  and  10, 1885,  in  the  Congressionsl 
Record,  vol.  xvii,  part  1. 

Monday,  March  9,  1B85. 

Mr.  Pike  presented  the  c red cuti ills  of  Henry  W.  Blair,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
governor  of  New  Hampshire  to  fill  the  vaciincy  in  the  representation  from  that  State  hap- 
pening March  4,  1885,  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature. 

The  credentials  were  read;  -and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Vest  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hoar  thereupon  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

"'EcHohed,  That  Henry  W.  Blair,  appointed  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, be  now  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  office," 

When, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  by  unanimous  consent. 

Ordered.,  That  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  10,  1885. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr. 
Hoar,  that  Henry  W.  Blair  be  now  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  office  as  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution, 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  36,  nays  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Vest,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Cameron^  Chace,  Con- 
ger, Cullom,  Dawes,  Edmunds,  Evarts,  Frye,  Hale,  Harrison,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Jones  of 
Florida,  Jones  of  Nevada,  McMillan,  Mabone,  Mauderson,  Miller  of  California,  Miller  of 
New  York,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Pike,  Piatt,  Kiddleberger,  Sabin,  Sawyer,  Sewell, 
Sherman,  Spoouer,  Stanford,  Teller,  Van  Wyck,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Beck,  Blackburn,  Camden,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
'lAistls,  Gibson,  Gorman,  Jackson,  Jones  of  Arkansas,  Kenna,  McPherson,  Maxey,  Mor- 
gan, Payne,  Pugh,  Hansom,  Saulsbury,  Vance,  and  Vest. 

So  th6  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Blair  then  appeiired,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  ad- 
ministered to  him  by  the  Vice-President,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[Extract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Ve8t,  of  Missouri,  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Hoar  that  Mr.  Blair  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  oflice.  Found  in  the  proceedings  of  Mansh  10, 
1885,  in  the  Congressional  UctK)rd,  vol.  xvii,  part  1.] 

'Mr.  President,  yesterday  I  asked  that  the  reoolution  should  go  over  nntil  to-day  in 
order  that  it  might  be  examined  by  the  new  Senators  just  sworn  into  this  body,  and  in 

*  References  to  the  pages  of  the  Congro8i>iouAl  Keggrd  Qimu^t  Ipc  n^iveii,  a«  the  Records  for  Uie 
•loo  »re  not  »t  tMi  d»Ve  bouncU 
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right  of  the  governor  to  fill  the  Senatorial  office,  by  appointment  exists,  do  not  apply  to 
this  case.  Now,  it  seems  to  me,  and  I  submit  to  the  good  sense  of  that  Senator  himself, 
that  it  is  utterly  incredible,  first  that  the  founders  of  the  Constitution  should  ever  have 
intended  to  let  the  Senate  be  full  if  the  vacancy  happened  during  a  term  and*that  it 
should  be  vacant  until  a  legislature  should  meet  if  a  vacancy  happened  at  the  beginning 
of  a  term.  It  is  utterly  incredible  that  they  should  have  entertained  that  purpose;  but 
entertaining  that  purpose,  it  is  still  more  incredible  that  any  one  of  the  learned  lawere 
and  ^ble  statesmen  who  filmed  the  Constitution  could  have  undertaken  to  efifectuate  it 
by  such  language  as  he  has  described.  Just  think  of  Mr.  Madison  desiring  to  provide 
that  this  power  of  the  governor  of  a  State  to  keep  lull  the  representation  of  his  State  in 
the  Senate  should  have  a  limitation  upon  it  that  he  should  not  exercise  it  at  the  beginning 
of  a  constitutional  term,  and  having  in  mind  the  limitation  and  the  restraint  that  he 
should  have  undertaken  to  express  it,  and  to  give  legal  and  constitutional  effect  to  it,  by 
simply  adding  the  words,  *by  resignation  or  otherwise.'  He  would  have  said,  '  by  res- 
ignation, and  not  otherwise,'  if  he  had  intended  to  give  constitutional  effect  to  that 
idea. 

*'The  Constitution  using,  I  repeat,  substantially  the  same  language  to  provide  for  the 
two  cases  if  a  vacancy  shall  happen,  the  Senator  is  driven  to  say  that  'happen'  means 
one  thing  in  case  of  the  Senatorial  office  and  another  thing  in  the  case  of  the  executive 
office.  But  conceding  that  the  words  have  the  same  meaning,  he  undertakes  to  resort 
to  language  intended  to  amplify,  to  make  clear,  to  make  universal  in  the  important  caye 
of  the  Senator  the  existence  of  the  power,  and  claims  that  that  is  used  as  a  limitation  or 
restriction ! 

"Mr.  President,  the  framerd  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  men  who  filled  these  seats 
from  the  beginning  to  the  year  1825,  beyond  any  question  took  the  view  of  the  matter 
which  was  taken  by  the  Senate  in  the  Bell  case;  and  it  is  conceded,  as  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  himself  has  conceded,  that  in  ten  instances  Senators  were  appointed  and  took 
and  held  their  seats  in  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  the  authority  of  the  executives 
of  their  States  at  the  beginning  of  a  constitutional  term,  when  the  legislature  for  any 
reason  had  failed  to  provide  by  an  election.  These  cases  are  all  cited  in  the  report  which 
was  made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bell  six  years  ago. 

"  The  first  Is  the  case  of  William  Cocke,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The  State  being 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1796,  Cocke  having  drawn  the  term  which  expired  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1797,  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor  to  be  his  own  successor  on  the  22d 
of  April,  1797.  The  second  case  was  that  of  Uriah  Tracy,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  whose  term  expired  on  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  and  under  an  appointment 
by  the  governor  made  on  the  4th  of  March — precisely  the  case  of  Mr.  Blair — he  claimed 
his  seat  and  was  admitted  after  a  very  earnest  and  heated  discussion  by  a  party  vote  of 
13  to  10.  This  precedent  was  followed  the  next  day  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Hindman, 
of  Marylandj  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Condit,  of  New  Jersey,  in  1803;  Mr.  Anderson,  of 
Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  1809;  Mr.  Cutts,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  1813; 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  in  1817;  all  executive  apjiointments  to  fill  places  made 
vacant  by  the  expiration  of  full  terms  of  service  during  recesses  of  the  legislature,  and 
all  were  admitted  without  discussion  and  withouf  objection. 

"  Then  in  the  year  1825  came  the  case  to  which  the  Senator  has  referred,  of  James 
l^nman.  Mr.  Lanman  was  appointed  by  the  governor  dui-ing  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  beginning  of  the  full  term  which  was  to  begin 
on  the  following  4th  of  March.  The  vacancy  had  not  happened  when  the  governor  made 
the  appointment,  and  by  an  unbroken  series  of  precedents  with  but  one  exception  it  had 
been  held  that  the  governor  had  no  authority  to  make  the  appointment  under  this  con- 
stitutional clause  in  anticipation  of  a  vacancy.  In  the  first  place  it  did  not  come  within 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution;  and  in  the  next  place  not  only  did  it  not  come  within  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution,  but  it  was  impossible  for  the  governor  to  know  that  the  legis- 
lature would  not  assemble  and  fill  the  place  before  the  constitutional  term  began.  In  on^ 
of  the  eaily  cases  the  governor  had  made  the  appointment  in  anticipation.  I  think  that 
was  not  noticed  by  the  Senate;  at  least  no  point  was  made  upon  it,  and  the  Senator  was 
admitted  without  objection;  but  in  no  other  case  had  that  happened. 

"In  the  Lanman  case,  therefore,  there  was  a  clear,  unquestionable  objection.  The 
debates  are  not  reported.  Who  knows  what  the  ground  was  upon  which  the  majority  of 
the  Senate  proceeded  ?  The  National  Intelligencer  on  the  next  day  in  a  very  clear  article 
stated  that  the  Senate  had  proceeded  on  the  ground  which  I  have  stated,  that  the  governor 
could  not  exercise  his  authority  until  the  vacancy  actually  occurred.  Mr.  Gordon,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  his  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  who  is  referred  toby  Judge 
Story  as  a  very  able  and  accurate  law  writer  cotemporary  with  that  decision,  and  whose 
book  was  published  a  few  years  after,  stated  that  the  case  went  upon  the  ground  that 
the  governor  had  no  right  to  appoint  until  the  vacancy  actually  happened.  Judge  Story 
in  his  work  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  (^rdon's 
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Digest,  Judge  Story  boing  a  cotemporary  of  the  Senators  who  made  the  decision,  sitting 
here  in  court  at  the  time  it  was  made,  undoubtedly  hearing  and  kDOwing  sonjething  f.n- 
Boually  of  so  interesting  a  historic  event,  says  that  it  was  put  by  the  Senate  npon  the 
ground  that  the  governor  had  no  right  to  appoint  in  anticipation  of  a  vacancy.  And  tl;c 
tjrstsuggestiou,  so  far  as  1  know — 1  do  not  remember  the  Niles's  Register  statement  which 
the  Senator  read — that  anybody  put  the  Lanman  case  upon  any  other  ground  than  the 
ilear,  indisputable  ground  which  I  have  stated  is  in  Mr.  Grundy's  report  made  twelve 
years  after.  Mr.  Grundy,  m  distinguishing  the  Sevier  case,  undertakes  to  make  bis  dis- 
tinction from  the  Lanman  case  by  saying  that  the  Lanman  case  went  npon  the  ground 
that  the  governor  could  not  appoint  when  the  vacancy  happened  at  the  beginning  of  a 

term. 

******  * 

"How  weak  a  proposition — I  do  not  now  apply  the  adjective  to  my  honorable  friend's 
statement,  which  is  a  very  strong  and  clear  one — but  how  weak  a  proposition  that  is, 
whoever  made  it,  that  a  single  man  should  undertake  to  pronounce  the  gronnd  upon 
which  forty  or  lilty  Senators  proceeded  in  determining  a  question  of  constitutional  law, 
when  only  one  or  two  of  them  engaged  in  the  debate.  Suppose  it  to  be  true  that  Mr 
Tazewell  agreed  with  my  honorable  friend  from  Missouri  and  with  the  gentleman  whose 
high  authority  he  has  cited  and  so  argued,  and  every  other  member  of  the  Senate  knew 
perfectly  well  that  whether  that  was  sound  or  unsound  Lanman  was  not  entitled  to  his 
seat  lor  the  clear  and  indisputable  reason  that  his  appointment  had  been  made  by  the 
governor  before  the  vaciincy  occurred.  Docs  the  Senator  from  Missouri  doubt  that  every 
one  of  that  majority  would  have  voted  against  Lanman  for  the  reason  that  the  governor 
had  made  the  appointment  before  he  had  the  right  to  appoint,  just  as  if  Mr.  Blair  had 
been  appointed  six  months  ago  by  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire?  That  being  the 
case,  weare  all  ageced  that  the  majority  of  the  Senatewould  have  been  constraine<l  todeny 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Lanman.  For  that  reason  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  utterly  preposterous 
to  say  that  bec;iuse  one  particular  Senator  made  an  argument  stating  another  ground 
also,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  must  of  course  have  proceeded  on  that,  and  that  is  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate  of  sulhcicnt  strength  and  weight  to  bear  down  an  uninterrupted 
series  of  precedents  cominj^  down  to  the  year  1825,  and  to  bear  down  also  the  latest  and 
gravest  precedent  bearing  upon  the  question  that  happened  six  years  ago. 

*'Mr.  President,  this  is  the  general  history  of  this  case.  It  will  be  found  stated  at 
greater  length,  with  all  the  authorities,  all  the  points  as  far  as  I  could  think  of  them,  in 
the  report  made  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  by  the  minority  in  the 
Bell  case  and  iu  the  discussion  six  years  ago.  If  any  Senator  desires  to  refresh  himself 
on  the  question  he  can  look  at  that  report  and  those  debates.  But  it  is,  it  seems  to  me, 
enough,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  said,  to  remark  that  I  cannot  conceive  it  credible  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  having  for  their  first  and  leading  object  the  keeping  of 
•the  Senate  full,  the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  rights  of  the  States  preserved  by  their  lull 
and  complete  representation,  and  having  given  the  governor  of  the  State  the  right  to 
provide  lor  an  exigency  which  would  arise  at  any  other  period  of  the  term,  should  have 
intended  to  deprive  the  people  of  that  privilege  and  the  governor  of  that  authority*, 
merely  because  the  vacancy  happened  at  the  beginning  of  the  term. 

"You  have  on,one  side  the  ten  or  twelve  precedents  made  by  the  fathers  of  the  Re- 
public; you  have  also  the  decision  of  the  executive  department  acquiesced  in  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  supported  by  the  authority  of  John  Marshall  and  William 
Wirt,  in  regard  to  the  meaning  ot  precisely  similar  language  in  another  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution; you  have  the  great  judgment  of  the  supreme  court  of  Indiana,  your  own  State, 
'Mr.  President,  made  by  one  of  its  mast  accomplished  jurists,  and  you  have  in  addition 
to  that  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  rights  of  the  people  of  these  States;  and  the  one 
thing  opposed  is  a  decision  of  the  Senate,  in  regard  to  which  no  man  can  know  that  003' 
single  Senator  but  Mr.  Tazewell  or  possibly  Mr.  Benton,  who  wrote  about  it  twenty-five 
years  after,  put  his  decision  on  this  ground,  and  a  decision  which  the  Senate  would  have 
been  compelled  to  make  on  another  ground  if  this  ground  had  never  existed;  and  it  is 
that  doubtful,  questionable,  uncertain  precedent  upon  which  the  learned  Senator  and 
those  who  think  with  him  rely  to  bear  the  weight  of  this  case." 

[ReinarkB  of  Mr.  Pike,  of  New  Iluiupsliire.  in  support  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Hoar  that 
Mr.  Bloir  be  adinittod  to  take  Iho  oath  of  office.  Found  in  the  proceedings  of  March  10,  1885,  in 
the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  xvii,  part  1. j 

"  Mr.  President,  ina«?much  as  some  criticism  has  been  made  upon  the  legislature  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  it  has  been  stated  by  some  gentlemen  that  they  had  not  acted  in  the 
<  hoicc  of  a  Senator  when  they  should  have  acted,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words. 

"  We  have  a  legislature  once  in  two  years — a  biennial  legislature.  One  was  chosen  in 
November,  1882,  and  another  was  chosen  last  November,  or  November,  1884.  Now,  the 
question  is,  which  legislature  has  the  right  to  elect?    After  our  constitution  wai  changed 
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that  became  a  mooted  question  in  our  State.     We  had  the  national  law,  to  which  I  will 
ask  the  attention  of  Senators  while  I  read: 

**  'The  legislature  of  each  Stiite  which  is  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the 
time  for  which  any  Senator  was  elected  to  represent  such  State  in  Congress  shall,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  alter  the  meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to  elect  a  Senator  in 
Congress.  ^ 

"By  this  national  law  of  1866  the  legislature  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of 
the  term  was  the  legislature  to  elect.  Our  legislature  supposed  that  the  legislature 
chosen  last  November  in  Mr.  Blair's  case  was  the  one  next  preceding  the  end  of  his  term, 
which  was  to  expire  on  the  4th  of  March.  A  large  majority  of  them  acted  upon  that 
idea.  But  precisely  the  ^me  question  arose  six  years  ago  at  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Wad- 
leigh's  term,  and  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Bell  was  appointed,  about  whom  so  much  t^ilk 
has  been  made. 

*' That  our  legislature  might  put  itself  in  harmony  with  the  National  Government, 
that  it  might  act  in  obedience  to  the  national  law,  application  was  made  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  recent  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Cameron,  introduced 
a  bill  by  which  the  national  law  that  I  have  read  might  be  so  moditied  as  to  meet  the 
condition  of  things  in  our  State.  The  questton  came  up  here  and  was  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  of  this  very  Senate  as  to  whether  the  legislature 
elected  in  the  autumn  before  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Wadleigh's  term,  or  the  legislature 
elected  two  years  before,  was  the  one  that  should  choose  the  Senator  to  succeed  him;  and 
that  bill  and  that  question  were  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections, 
and  Mr.  McMillan,  a  Senator  now  upon  this  floor,  made  the  unanimous  report  of  that 
cx)mmittee  that  the  legislature  elected  immediately  preceding  the  expiration  ol'  the  term, 
that  is,  the  legislature  in  Mr.  Bell's  case,  elected  the  autumn  before,  and  the  legislature 
in  the  present  (Mr.  Blair's)  case,  elected  last  autumn,  was  the  legislature  that  had  the 
power,  and  the  only  legislature  that  had  the  power,  to  elect. 

**That  report  was  submitted  to  this  body,  and  by  a  unanimous  vote,  as  the  record 
shows,  not  a  single  Senator  here  dissenting  upon  adopting  the  report  of  that  committee, 
the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  elected  last  autumn  was  the  one  and  the  only  one  that 
could  elect  a  Senator  for  this  term.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  New  Hampshire  ought  not 
to  be  very  much  criticised  when  she  has  made  this  effort  to  find  what  the  national  will 
was  and  to  find  what  the  will  of  the  Senate  was,  because  she  has  obeyed  it  and  because 
she  has  not  disobeyed  it;  more  especially  after  the  question  as  to  whether  the  governor 
had  the  right  to  fill  the  vacancy  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Wadleigh's  term  in  1879  was  raised 
and  it  was  decided  that  he  had  the  power. 

"  Mr.  President,  I  hold  a  seat  on  this  floor.  I  was  elected  two  years  ago  last  August 
by  the  legislature  assembling  in  June,  but  my  term  commenced  in  the  March  before. 
Our  legislature  acted  upon  the  idea  that  the  national  law  as  they  undei-stood  required,  and 
84  the  construction  given  it  unanimously  by  the  Senate  required,  that  the  legislature  to 
elect,  and  the  only  one  which  could  elect,  was  the  one  chosen  immediately  preceding 
the  end  of  the  term. 

**In  a  discussion  six  years  ago  in  Mr.  Bell's  case  the  then  Senator  from  Delaware,  Mr. 
Bayard,  so  recently  here  and  so  distinguished  when  here,  submitted  his  views  to  the 
Senate,  and  upon  the  question  what  legislature  has  the  right  to  elect  in  New  Hampshire, 
whether  it  be  the  one  elected  in  November  preceding  the  end  of  the  term  or  the  one 
elected  two  years  and  a  half  before,  said: 

"  *By  that  law'— 

**  Having  quoted  immediately  before  the  national  law  which  I  have  read — 

"  *By  that  law  was  indicated  the  legislature  and  the  only  legislature  which  should  fill 
vacancies  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  whether  occurring  by  expiration  of  the  term 
or  from  any  other  cause.  * 

**  That  was  the  opinion  of  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Delaware  then,  as  it  had  been 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Senate  only  four  years  before. 

**  Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  suprettie  court  of  our  State,  As  I  said,  there  has  been 
considerable  division  of  sentiment  in  our  State,  although  our  legislature  has  been  very 
largely  in  favor  of  giving  the  construction  to  the  national  law  that  its  plain  terms  seem 
to  indicate  it  ought  to  have,  and  which  the  Senate  has  given  to  it,  and  which  the  seating 
of  Mr.  Bell  affirmed.  The  opinion  of  the  court  was  asked  three  years  ago.  My  recent 
colleague  and  the  gentleman  who  asks  a  seat  here  introduced  this  question  into  the  Sen- 
ate by  a  resolution  asking  the  Senate  to  reconsider  and  revise  its  opinion  if  it  was  erro- 
neous. There  may  be  found  in  the  Congressional  Record,  which  t  have  here,  the  opinion 
of  the  court  upon  this  question  which  he  cited.  The  opinion  of  our  court  was  read  by 
him,  and,  as  I  said,  it  is  printed  in  the  Record  with  other  opinions.  But  notwithstand- 
ing that,  the  Senate  decided  that  the  national  law  was  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood ;  that 
it  was  necessary  it  should  be  construed  as  it  had  been  construed,  and  refused  to  render 
any  relief. 
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'*Mr.  President,  I  have  but  little  more  to  say.     I  am  not  only  asserttog  the  iact,  bat  I 
have  the  conviction  in  my  own  mind  that  the  clause  in  our  National  Const itution  which 
says  that  '  when  vacancies  happen  from  resignation  or  otherwise, '  instead  of  being  words 
of  limitation,  ought  to  be  construed  to  have  a  very  different  meaning.     This  is  the  only 
branch  of  the  Government  where  States  have  an  equality,  where  one  State  has  ja<t  as 
much  power  as  another.     The  framers  of  the  Constitution  were  so  mach  in  earnest  that 
that  should  be  the  fact  that  they  prohibited  any  amendment  to  the  Const  it  at  ion  depriving 
the  States  of  their  equality  of  suffrage  in  this  body.     My  idea  is  that  when  the  Ihimers 
of  the  Constitution  said  'when  a  vacancy  happens  by  resignation,  or  otherwij*e/  they 
meant  when  it  happens  by  resignation,  or  otherwise,  from  any  cause  whatever;  that  they 
are  words  of  enlargement  and  explanation,  so  that  there  might  not  be  any  doabt  npun 
the  question  that  this  body  should  have  equal  representation,  that  there  shonld  be  (H|Qal 
Kuflrage  on  this  floor,  and  that  if  a  vacancy  occurred  from  any  cause  the  executive  should 
have  the  right  to  lill  it. 

"Now  where  do  we  stand  on  this  question?  The  Government  decided  first  by  the 
national  law,  and  the  Senate  has  decided  upon  the  McMillan  report  and  npon  the  ad- 
mission of  Mr.  Bell,  that  the  legislature  having  the  rightwastheone  elected  immediately 
preceding  the  end  of  the  term.  Then  they  have  settled  in  Mr.  Bellas  case  anotherque^ 
tion,  as  to  filling  th^  vacancy  happening  at  the  end  of  the  term  and  before  the  meeting 
ol'the  legislature,  that  the  governor  had  the  right  to  appoint,  under  which  appointment 
Mr.  Bell  was  seated;  and  that  is  precisely  the  question  before  us  to-day." 

(Kxtractfl  from  remarkBof  Mr.  Edmunds,  of  Vermont,  in  support  of  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  lIoBr  that  Mr.  Blair  l>c  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  office.  Found  in  the  proceedings  of 
March  10, 1885,  iu  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  xvii,  part  1.] 

"I  wish  to  say  one  word,  Mr.  President,  about  what  is  called  the  act  of  Congress  of 
1860.  The  Constitution  provides  that  Congress  may  regulate  the  manner  by  which  and 
the  time  at  which  the  legislature  of  a  State  shall  elect  a  Senator.  That  is  all  the  aut  hor- 
ity  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  reposes^in  Congress  over  that'snbjcft. 
It  says  in  another  place,  but  in  the  same  connection,  that  the  legislature  of  a  State  shall 
ordinarily — I  am  not  now  on  the  question  of  filling  vacancies — elect  a  Senator  tor  a  term 
of  six  years.     It  names  nothing  hut  the  legislature  of  a  State  to  do  that. 

"I  was  here  when  the  act  of  iHfiO  passed,  but  I  had  just  come  into  the  Senate  and  T 
gave  it  no  attention;  I  probably  voted  for  it  if  there  was  a  division,  it  being  repjortetl 
by  a  committee.  But  I  have  been  of  the  opinion  ever  since  I  came  to  examine  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  am  of  opinion  now,  as  1  have  stated  before,  I  think,  in  this  body,  that  the  act 
of  Congress,  in  so  far  i\»  it  undertakes  to  declare  what  legislature,  whether  chosen  before 
or  after  the  expiration  of  a  term,  or  how  long  before  or  how  long  after,  shall  electt  a 
Senator,  goes  beyond  its  constitutional  power.  1  am  also  of  opinion,  and  I  state  it  delib- 
erately, and  I  believe  I  have  stated  it  before,  that  when  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  undertake  s  to  create  a  body  to  elect  a  Senator  which  the  constitution  of  the  State 
has  not  created  and  which  is  not  its  legislature  it  has  gone  beyond  its  power. 

"  By  the  constitution,  I  think,  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  certainly  every  one  that 
I  know  of,  the  legislative  power  is  vested  in  two  separate  and  independent  bodies,  each 
one  of  which  acts  by  itselt  and  for  itself,  and  that  is  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  which 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  spejiks  when  it  says  that  the  legislature  shall  elect 
a  Senator.  Therefore  I  am  of  opinion  that  Congress  has  no  more  power  to  turn  the  two 
iKMlies,  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  a  State,  forme<l  under  its  own  constitti- 
tion  as  two  separate  bodies  of  different  numbers  and  of  different  constituencies,  into  one 
con.solidated  body  voting  per  capita^  than  it  has  to  declare  that  a  town  meetingjn  the  State 
of  Vermont  may  elect  a  Senator  and  call  that  a  legislature,  because  it  is  not  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  its  legislature.  But  that  is  apart  from  this  question,  and  I  should 
not  have  referred  to  it  only  that  the  act  of  Congress  has  been  spoken  of.        * 

**  Now  let  us  come  to  the  question.  First,  I  will  begin  with  the  original  Constitution, 
to  which  my  friend  frolu  Missouri  has  made  reference,  as  he  supposes  supporting  his 
view  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  '*  resignation  or  otherwise.'*  In  the  original  draught 
of  the  Constitution  submitted  to  the  convention,  as  it  appears  on  page  205  of  volume  5 
of  Elliott's  Debates,  in  the  Madison  Papers,  the  third  section  was: 

'*  *0n  the  death,  removal,  or  r^ignation  of  any  Senator,  his  place  to  be  filled  out  of 
the  district  from  which  he  came.  * 

' '  That  was  the  first  draught.  The  scheme  having  been  entirely  changed  and  abandoned, 
later  on,  at  ]>age  377,  Mr.  Kutledge,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1787,  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee of  detail  as  follows: 

"  *Akt.  V,  Sec.  1. — The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  by  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States.  Each  legislature  shall  choose  two  members.  Vacancies  may 
be  supplied  by  the  executive  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature.  Each  member 
shall  have  one  vote.' 
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''TherOf  aa  it  stood  in  that  final  report  in  detail,  final  at  that  time  but  changed  after 
ward,  you  will  see  that  there  was  no  limitation  or  qualification  or  restriction  except 
'  vacancies. '  They  might  occur  during  the  sitting  of  a  legislature.  Whenever  they 
occurred  the  executive  was  to  fill  those  vacancies  until  the  legislature  should  elect,  not 
until  its  next  meeting  even;  but  in  order  to  keep  the  representation  of  the  States  full, 
in  order  to  create  a  national  government  which  should  have  all  its  faculties  and  all  its 
members  in  place  to  perform  their  duties,  this  draught  reported  by  the  committee  of 
detail  provided  for  a  universal  filling  of  a  vacancy  by  the  executive,  and  provided  for  his 
tilling  it  if  a  vacancy  happened  or  occurred  or  existed,  whatever  it  was,  even  if  the 
legislature  were  sitting. 

"  Now  we  come  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Madison.  That  draught  was  under  consid- 
eration on  the  yth  of  August.  Article  V,  section  1,  the  one  I  have  read,  was  taken  up, 
and  I  shall  read  the  whole  proceeding.in  connection,  without  any  observation,  so  that  it 
will  appear  just  as  it  stands  in  these  debates: 

*'  *Mr.  Wilson  objected  to  vacancies  in  the  Senate  being  supplied  by  the  executives  of 
the  States.  It  was  unnecessary,  as  the  legislatures  will  meet  so  frequently.  It  removes 
the  appointment  too  far  from  the  people,  the  executives  in  most  of  the  States  being 
elected  by  the  legislatures.  As  he  had  always  thought  the  appointment  of  the  executive 
by  the  legislative  department  wrong,  so  it  was  still  more  so  that  the  executive  should 
elect  into  the  legislative  department. 

"  *  Mr.  Randolph  thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  inconvenient  chasms  in  the 
Senate.  In  some  States  the  legislatures  meet  but  once  a  year.  As  the  Senate  will  have 
more  power  and  consist  of  a  smaller  number  than  the  other  house,  vacancies  there  will 
be  of  more  consequence.  The  executives  might  be  safely  trusted,  he  thought,  with  the 
appointment  for  so  short  a  time. 

"  '  Mr.  Ellsworth.  It  is  only  said  that  the  executive  may  supply  vacancies.  Wlien 
the  legislative  meeting  happens  to  be  near  the  power  will  not  be  exerted.  As  there  will 
be  but  two  members  from  a  State,  vacancies  may  be  of  great.moment. 

"  '  Mr.  Williamson.  Senators  may  resign  or  not  accept  This  provision  is  therefore 
absolutely  necessary. 

'' '  On  the  question  of  striking  out  'Vacancies  shall  be  supplied  by  the  executives*' — 

'"Pennsylvania,  ay,  1;  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Sout^  Carolina,  Georgia,  no,  8;  Maryland,  divided. 

' '  *  Mr.  Williamson  moved  to  insert,  after  ' '  vacancies  shall  be  supplied  by  the  execu- 
tives," the  words,  '*  unless  other  provision  shall  be  made  by  the  legislature"  (of  the 
State). 

*"Mr.  Ellsworth.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the  legislature,  or  the  executive,  of  a 
State,  but  not  to  give  the  former  a  discretion  to  refer  appointments  for  the  Senate  to 
whom  they  pleased. 

"  'On  the  question  on  Mr.  Williamson's  motion,  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Car- 
olina, Georgia,  ay,  4;  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  no,  6. 

"  'Mr.  Miulison,  in  order  to  prevent  doubts  whether  resignations  could  be  made  by 
Senators,  or  whether  they  could  refuse  to  accept,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  after 
'' vacancies"  and  insert  the  words  "happening  by  refusals  to  accept,  resignations,  or 
otherwise,  maybe  supplied  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  in  the  representation  of  which 
such  vacancies  shall  happen,  or  by  the  executive  thereof  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
legislature." 

''  '  Mr.  GouvERXEUR  Morris.  This  is  absolutely  necessary;  otherwise,  as  members 
chosen  into  the  Senate  are  disqualified  from  being  appointed  to  any  office  by  section  9 
of  this  article,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  legislature,  by  appointing  a  man  a  Senator 
against  his  consent,  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  his  services. 

*' '  The  motion  of  Mr.  Madison  was  agreed  to,  nem  con.^ 

*'Tlius  you  will  see,  Mr.  President,  that  the  motive  for  inserting  the  words  *  resigna- 
tion OF  otherwise  '  (which  was  afterward  trimmed  down  by  leaving  out  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  style  the  words  *  refusal  to  accept; '  so  as  to  leave  it  only  *  resignation  or 
otherwise')  was  distinctly  stated  by  Mr.  Madison  to  be,  not  that  you  were  to  classify  a*  kind 
of  vacancies  by  resignation,  but  they  were  put  in  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing 
the  power  of  a  Senator  to  refuse  to  hold  on  to  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed. 
*  *  *  *  .  *  *  * 

* '  There  never  was  any  question  in  the  debates  in  the  constitutional  convention  but 
what  it  was  of  the  highest  importance,  the  very  purpose  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
vided two  Senators  from  each  State,  that  each  State  should  have  all  the  time,  whenever 
this  body  met,  its  full  representation,  not  only  for  the  general  benefit  of  all  the  people, 
but  sometimes,  as  was  then  thought,  for  its  own  security,  for  the  preservation  of  its  own 
rights. 

"  I  think,  therefore,  that  this  language  of  lU,  Madison  and  the  action  of  the  conven- 
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tioa  clearly  show  that  the  argument  of  my  iriend  from  Missouri  ia  a  mistaken  one  in 
supposing  that  the  introduction  of  the  word  '  resignation '  was  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
a  class,  one  of  a  kind  of  events  that  might  happen^  on  the  occasion  of  which  the  execo- 
tive  might  act  and  not  otherwise;  because  Mr.  Madison  states  the  purpose  to  be  exactly 
the  other  thing,  by  putting  in  one  of  the  words  of  that  kind  and  then  putting  in  the 
word  *  otherwise,^  to  make  it  clear  that  a  Senator  had  a  right  to  resign  his  place,  and 
then,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  whole  operations  of  the  Government  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution, providing  that  the  executive,  if  the  legislature  were  not  sitting,  should  fill  it 
until  the  legislature  met. 

"There  was  nothing  otherwise  in  the  whole  discussion,  I  repeat,  from  beginning  to  end: 
and  as  the  draught  originally  stood  it  went  to  the  extent,  as  every  Senator  will  see,  of 
authorizing  the  executive  to  till  a  vacancy  which  happened  when  the  l^^Iature  itpelf 
was  sitting  until  it  did  lUl  it;  and  the  only  motive  stated  for  the  change,  which  they  all 
agreed  to  unanimously,  was  to  put  iu  some  one  word  that  would  affirm  and  recognize  the 
right  of  a  Senator  to  resign  his  place,  and  then  to  provide  that  the  State  should  not  go 
without  being  represented. 

"Now  let  us  come  to  the  Constitution  just  for  a  moment,  and  I  shall  have  done.  The 
legislature  shall  elect  for  the  term  of  six  years.  That  is  the  power  given  to  the  legisla- 
ture. 

"  '  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composetl  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof,  for  six  years. ' 

"  If  you  stop  there  and  give  it  a  literal  construction,  not  looking  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Constitution — to  have  a  full  Senate — there  would  be  no  power  in  any  State  legislature 
in  this  Union  to  elect  if  they  allowed  the  time  to  go  by  so  that  when  they  elected  they 
could  not  elect  under  the  Constitution  for  a  tenn  of  six  years.  They  must  elect  for  a 
shorter  term;  they  must  in  New  Hampshire;  they  must  in  the  hundred  cases  almost 
which  have  happened,  when  tlie  legislature  has  failed  to  make  provision  in  advance,  so 
that  the  election  was  for  six  yeai*s.  Nobody  maintains  any  such  proposition,  because  it 
defeats  the  object  the  Constitution  had  in  view,  which  was  that  each  State  should  have 
two  Senators.  Now  we  come  to  this  lauguage  about  the  executive,  and  see  where  we 
are  upon  the  construction  of  my  friend  from  Missouri: 

"  'And  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature of  any  State,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill ' — 

"What?— 
*  *  *  such  vacancies. ' 

* '  The  very  ones  that  are  named  in  the  preceding  line.  Therefore,  if  the  authority  of 
an  executive  is  only  to  fill  a  vacancy  which  occure  by  resignation  or  death  or  expulsion — 
the  only  three  ways  that  I  can  think  of,  because  a  refusal  to  accept  does  not  create  a  va- 
cancy, it  leaves  the  old  vacancy  just  where  it  was — if  that  is  the  meaning,  then  the  only 
authority  which  is  left  to  the  legislature  is  to  fill  the  very  vacancy  that  the  governor  had 
a  right  to  fill  temporarily,  and  no  other.  So  if  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire  at  this 
moment  has  not  the  power  to  fill  this  vacancy,  by  the  very  same  sign  and  on  the  very 
same  words  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  when  it  meets  next  June  cannot  fill  it 
even,  for  the  Constitution  says  in  language  as  plain  as  words  can  make  it  that  the  va- 
cancy which  the  legislature  is  to  fill  is  'such'  vacancy,  that  is,  a  vacancy  which  occurs  by 
resignation  or  otherwise,  that  the  executive  of  the  State  may  fill  if  it  happens  during  the 
recess  of  the  legislature.     We  cannot  stand  on  that  construction;  nobody  pretends  that 


we  can. 


By  what  authority  of  logic  or  law  is  it,  then,  that  we  hold  that  the  very  same  words 
three  lines  before  limit  the  power  of  the  executive  to  a  particular  class  of  cases,  and  that 
the  very  same  words  three  lines  afterward  expand  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  every 
kind  of  vacancy  that  may  exist?  *That  won't  do,'  to  use  a  phrase  of  a  late  eminent 
Senator  of  this  body.     We  cannot  st^md  on  it. 

"We  hear  much  of  the  word  'otherwise.'  If  Mr.  Madison  by  proposing,  or  the  con- 
vention by  adopting,  the  words  'resignation  or  otherwise '  had  meant  to  classify  a  series 
of  caftes  like  resignation,  why  would  not  Mr.  Madison,  eminent  in  his  knowledge  of  the 
English  language  and  clear  in  its  expression,  have  said  '  likewise'?  That  is  the  adverb 
which  would  suit  the  class  of  cases  to  which  my  friend  from  Missouri  refers.  *  Other 
things  happening  in  like  manner '  is  the  definition  of  *  likewise,'  while  '  otherwise'  means 
things  happening  in  any  other  manner  than  by  resignation.  That  is  the  dictionary  and 
the  common  sense  and  the  universal  knowledge  of  everybody  who  knows  the  English 
language. 

"What  was  the  object  of  the  Constitution?  It  was  that  the  representation  of  each 
State  should  be  full,  and  the  Constitution  provided  two  means  of  keeping  it  full.  First, 
by  the  legislature  for  the  full  term  electing  in  advance  before  any  vacancy  occurred. 
That  would  provide  for  all  that.     Then  both  the  executive  and  the  l^islatnre,  after  a 
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vacancy  did  happen  at  a  time  when  the  legislature  was  not  in  session,  could  fill  it  then 
and  there,  by  providing  that  instantly  the  governor  in  the  first  instance  and  the  legisla- 
ture at  its  next  meeting  should  fill  up  that  vacancy  so  as  to  carry  out  the  great  objects 
of  the  Constitution. 

"  Wherefore,  then,  upon  any  principle  of  patriotism,  or  law,  or  justice,  should  we  en- 
deavor by  construction  to  narrow  down  the  franchise  of  a  State,  if  I  may  call  it  that,  and 
endeavor  to  find  some  class  of  cases  where  for  some  period  of  time  a  State  shall  go  unrep- 
resented? I  am  unable  to  see  it;  and  this  report  of  the  debates  in  the  convention  shows 
clearly  to  my  mind,  and  I  think  even  to  that  of  my  friend  from  Missouri  and  my  friend 
from  Delaware,  that  the  word  '  resignation '  was  not  put  in  with  the  object  that  my  friends 
think  it  was,  but  for  an  entirely  different  object,  as  was  stated  by  Mr.  Madison  himself. 

''Tliis  question  was  fairly  debated  when  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  in  a 
majority  iu  this  Chaml)er.  Without  a  party  division,  gentlemen  on  both  sides,  voting 
according  to  the  light  they  had  and  not  dividing  upon  party  lines,  settled  this  identical 
question.  The  Senate  in  sitting  upon  such  a  question  sits  as  judges.  The  Constitution 
says  so.  We  are  not  defining  policies;  we  are  not  setting  up  expediencies;  we  are  not 
carrying  on  party  warfare;  we  are  sitting  as  the  solemn  judj^es  sworn  to  try  and  determine 
the  election  and  qualification  of  a  gentleman  who  presents  himself  to  be  a  member  of  this 
body.  We  have  come  to  a  decision,  just  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  sit- 
ting two  hundred  feet  from  us  comes  to  a  decision  in  a  great  variety  of  cases  where  the 
judges  differ — five  one  way  four  another  or  whatever  it  may  be,  a  difference  of  opinion. 
The  decision  of  the  court  is  announced.  What  would  become  of  that  court  if  the  next 
time  a  similar  question  came  up  the  whole  thing  was  opened  again  and  the  contest  was 
gone  over  repeatedly  from  year  to  year  and  time  to  time  in  order  to  see  which  should  get 
in  the  ascendency  upon  all  questions?  Nothing  would  be  settled,  and  the  court  would 
be  destroyed,  and  justice,  too,  for  that  matter. 

'  *  How  is  it  difierent  here  ?  When  we  have  come  to  a  decision,  even  in  a  case  of  doubt, 
having  come  to  it  fairly,  not  in  a  time  of  party  heat,  or  by  a  party  vote,  when  we,  after 
full  deliberation,  have  come  to  a  decision  which  carries  out  confessedly  the  objects  of  the 
Constitution  to  keep  the  representation  of  a  State  full,  should  we  not  stick  to  it;  or  are 
we,  ever>'  time  a  similar  question  comes  up  about  elections,  to  reverse  our  decisions,  retry 
them,  hold  them  of  no  force,  and  thus  keep  this  body  continually  in  a  turmoil  over  ques- 
tions of  representations  in  it  that  come  from  the  States?  However  doubtful  it  might 
have  been — it  did  not  seem  to  me  so,  to  be  sure,  but  however  doubtful  it  might  appear 
to  the  minds  of  gentlemen  who  voted  in  the  minority — it  appeals  to  me  that,  once  de- 
cided and  decided  in  favor  of  representation,  it  would  be  better  to  follow  that  as  an  estab- 
lished precedent  which  carries  out  the  object*  the  Constitution  has  in  view." 
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A  LIST  SHOWING  ALL  THE  APPOINTMENTS  OF  SENATORS  BY  GOVEBN- 
ORS  OF  ST  A  TES,  FROM  THE  FIRST  TO  THE  FORTY-NINTH  CONGRESS, 
ARRANGED  IN  THE  ORDER  OF  TIME  THAT  THE  CREDENTIALS  WERE 
READ  IN  THE  SENATE. 

1.  John  Walker,  Virginia. — Appointed  March  31, 1790;  produced  credentials  and  took 
seat  April  26,  1790;  death  of  William  Grayson,  and  refusal  of  George  Mason  to  act  after 
election.  James  Monroe  elected  November  9,  1790,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  Marth 
3,  1791;  credentials  dated  November  10,  1790;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  De- 
cember 6,  1700. 

2.  Kensey  Johns,  Delaware. — Appointed  March  19, 1794;  produced  credentials  Manh 
24, 1794 ;  resignation  of  George  Reiid ;  Mr.  Johns  not  admitted.  Henry  Latimei  elected 
Fel)ruary  7,  1795,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1797;  prodaced  credentials 
and  took  seat  February  28,  1795. 

3.  George  Walton,  Georgia. — Appointed  November  16,  1795;  credentials  dated  No- 
vember 18,  1795;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  18,  1795;  resignation  of 
James  Jackson.  Josiah  Tatnall  elected  February  20,  1796,  to  fill  unexpired  term  end- 
ing March  3,  1799;  credentials  dated  February  27,  1796;  produced  credentials  and  took 
seat  April  12,  1796. 

4.  William  Cocke,  Tennessee. — Appointed  April  22,  1797;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  May  15,  1797;  expiration  of  his  previous  term  on  March  3,  1797,  and  non- 
election  of  a  successor.  Under  these  credentials  Mr.  Cocke  held  the  seat  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Fifth  Congrdss,  May  15  to  July  10,  1797.  Andrew  Jackson  elected  September 
26,  1797,  for  tenn  ending  March  3,  1803;  credentials  dated  October  19,  1797;  prodaced 
credentials  and  took  seat  November  22,  1797. 

5.  William  North,  New  York. — Apjiointed  May  5,  1798;  prodaced  credentials  and  took 
seat  May  21,  1798;  resignation  of  John  Sloss  Hobart.  James  Watson  elected  Angnst 
17,  179fl,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1803;  produced  credentials  and  took 
seat  December  1 1 ,  1798. 

6.  Daniel  Smith,  Tennessee. — Appointed  October  6,  1798;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  3,  1798;  resignation  of  Andrew  Jackson.  Joseph  Anderson  elected 
to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1803;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  De- 
cember 2,  1799. 

7.  Frapklin  Davenport,  New  Jersey. — Appointed  December  5, 1798;  prodaced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  December  19, 1798;  resignation  of  John  Rutherfurd.  James  Schure- 
man  elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1803;  credentials  dated  February  14, 
1799;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  3,  1799. 

8.  Uriah  Tracy,  Connecticut. — Appointed  February  20,  1801;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  March  4, 1801;  vacancy  about  to  result  from  expiration  of  his  term,  March 
3,  1801,  and  non-election  of  a  successor.  Under  these  credentials  Mr.  Tracy  held  the 
seat  during  the  special  session  of  the  Senate,  March  4  and  5,  1801.  In  the  following 
May  he  was  elected  for  term  ending  March  3, 1807;  credentials  dated  July  8,  1801;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  December  7, 1801. 

9.  Samuel  White,  Delaware. — Appointed  February  28,  1801;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  March  4, 1801 ;  resignation  of  Henry  Latimer.  Mr.  White  elected  January 
14,  1802,  to  fill  unexpired  tenn  ending  March  3,  1803;  credentials  dated  January  15, 
1802;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  21,  1802. 

10.  William  Hindman,  Maryland. — Appointed  March  4, 1801 ;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  March  5,  1801 ;  expiration  of  his  previous  terra  March  3,  1801,  and  non-elec- 
tion of  a  successor.  Mr.  Hindman  held  his  seat  under  these  credentials  March  5,  1801. 
Robert  Wright  elected  November  19,  1801,  for  term  ending  March  3,  1807;  prodace<I 
credentials  and  took  seat  December  7, 1801. 

11.  George  Logan,  Pennsylvania. — Appointed  July  13, 1801;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  Deceml)er  7, 1801 ;  resignation  of  Peter  Muhlenberg.  Mr.  Logan  elected  to  fill 
unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1807;  credentials  dated  December  16,  1801;  prodaced 
credentials  and  took  seat  December  21,  1801. 

12.  John  Taylor,  Virginia. — Appointed  June  4,  1803;  produced  credentials  and  took 
seat  October  17,  1803;  death  of  Stephens  Thompson  Mason.  Abraham  Venable  elected 
to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1809;  credentials  dated  Decembers,  1803;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  December  13,  1803. 

13.  John  Condit,  New  Jersey. — Appointed  September  1,  1803;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  October  17,  1803;  expiration  of  term  of  Aaron  Ogden  ending  March  3, 
X803,    Under  these  credentials  Mr.  Coadit  held  the  "seat  from  October  17  till  Novem- 
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ber  10,  1803.     Mr.  Condit  elected  for  term  ending  March  3,  1809;  credentials  dated 
November  3,  1803;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  November  10, 1803. 

14.  John  Armstrong,  New  York. — Appointed  November  10,  1803;  produced  creden- 
tials and' took  seat  December  8,  1803;  resignation  of  De  Witt  Clinton.  John  Smith 
elected  February  4,  1804,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1807;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  February  23,  1804. 

15.  William  B.  Giles,  Virginia. — Appointed  August  11,  1804;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  November  5,  1804;  resignation  of  Abraham  B.  Venable.  Andrew  Moore 
elected  December  4, 1804,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1809;  credentials  dated 
December  5,  1804;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  17,  1804. 

16.  Andrew  Moore,  Virginia'. — Appointed  August  11, 1804;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  November  6,  1804;  resignation  of  Wilson  C.  Nicholas.  William  B.  Giles 
elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1805;  credentials  dated  December  5, 
1804;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  17,  1804. 

17.  George  Jones,  Georgia. — Appointed  August  27,  1807;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  October  26,  1807;  death  of  Abraham  Baldwin.  William  H.  Crawford  elected 
November  7,  1807,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1811;  credentials  dated  No- 
vember 10,  1807;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  9,  1807. 

18.  Joseph  Anderson,  Tennessee. — AppointedFebruary  6, 1809;  credentials  read  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1809;  oath  administered  March  4,  1809;  vacancy  about  to  result  from  expira- 
tion of  his  term  March  3,  1809,  and  non-election  of  a  successor.  Under  these  creden- 
tials Mr.  Anderson  held  the  seat  during  the  special  session  of  the  Senate  March  4  to 
March  7,  1809.  Mr.  Anderson  elected  April  11, 1809,  for  term  ending  March  3, 1815; 
credentials  dated  April  12,  1809;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  May  22,  1809. 

19.  Samuel  Smith,  Maryland. — Appointed  March  4,  1809;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  March  4,  1809;  expiration  of  his  term  and  non-election  of  a  successor.  Under 
these  credentials  Mr.  Smith  held  the  seat  during  the  extra  session  of  the  Senate,  March 
4-7,  1809,  and  during  the  first  session  of  the  Eleventh  Congress,  May  22  to  June  28,1809. 
Mr.  Smith  elected  November  16, 1809,  for  term  ending  March  3, 1815;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  December  4, 1809. 

20.  John  Condit,  New  Jersey. — ^Appointed  March  21,  1809;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  May  24, 1809;  resignation  of  Aaron  Kitchell.  Mr.  Condit  elected  to  fill  unex- 
pired term  ending  March  3,  1811;  credential^  dated  November  2,  1809;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  November  30, 1809. 

21.  Stanley  Griswold,  Ohio. — Appointed  May  18, 1809;  produced  credentials  and  took 
seat  June  2, 1809;  resignation  of  Edward  Tiffin.  Alexander  Campbell  elected  December 
11,  1809,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1813;  credentials  dated  December  12, 
1809;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  12,  1810. 

22.  Thomes  Posey,  Louisiana. — Appointed  October  8,  1812;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  7,  1812;  resignation  of  John  N.  Destr^han.  James  Brown  elected 
December  1,  1812,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1817;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  February  5,  1813. 

23.  Charles  Cutts,  New  Hampshire. — Appointed  April  2,  1813;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  May  24,  1813;  expiration  of  his  previous  term  March  3,  1813,  and  non- 
election  of  a  successor.  Under  these  credentials  Mr.  Cutts  held  the  seat  from  May  24- 
June  21,  1813.  Jeremiah  Mason  elected  for  term  ending  March  3,  1819;  credentials 
dated  June  10,  1813;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  June  21,  1813. 

24.  William  Bellinger  Bullock,  Georgia. — Appointed  April  8,  1813;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  May  24,  1813;  resignation  of  William  H.  Crawford.  William 
Wyatt  Bibb  elected  November  6, 1813,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1817;  cre- 
dentials dated  November  6, 1813;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  6, 1813. 

25.  Christopher  Gore,  Massachusetts. — Appointed  May  5,  1813;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  May  28,  1813;  resignation  of  James  Lloyd.  Mr.  Gore  elected  May  29, 
1813,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1815;  credentials  dated  May  29, 1813;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  June  4, 1813. 

26.  Jesse  Wharton,  Tennessee. — Appointed  March  17, 1814;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  April  9,  1814;  resignation  of  George  W.  Campbell.  John  Williams  elected 
October  4, 1815,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1817;  credentials  dated  October 
27, 1815;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  4,  1815. 

27.  George  Walker,  Kentucky. — Appointed  August  30,  1814;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  October  10,  1814;  resignation  of  George  M.  Bibb.  William  T.  Barry 
elected  December  16,  1814,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1817;  credentials 
dated  December  17,  1814;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  February  2, 1815. 

28.  Martin  D.  Hardin,  Kentucky. — Appointed  November  13, 1816;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  December  5,  1816;  resignation. of  William  T.  Barry.  Mr.  Hardin 
electeii  December  5, 1816,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1817;  credentials  dated 
Deceml)er  12, 1816;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  24, 1816. 

29.  John  Williams,  Tennessee. — Appointed  Jannary  20,  1817^  credentials  read  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1817;  took  seat  March  4,  1817;  vacancy  about  to  result  from  expiration  of  his 
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term,  March  3,  1817,  and  non-elcction  of  his  saccessor.  Under  thene  credentialB  Mr. 
Williams  held  the  seat  durinj^  the  special  session  of  the  Senate,  March  4-6,  1817.  Mr. 
Williania  elected  (XU>l)er  2.  1S17,  for  term  ending  March  3,  1823;  credentials  dated  Oc- 
tol>er  4,  1817;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  1,  1817. 

'.iO.  John  Henry  ICaton.  Tennessee. — Appointed  Septemlier  5,  1818;  prodaoed  creden- 
tials and  took  .st-sit  NoveniWr  Ifi.  1818;  resijpiation  of  George  W.  Campbell.  Mr.  Eaton 
elected  Octol)er  9,  I81i),  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1821;  credentials  dated 
OctolKT  II,  1H19;  pnjduced  credentials  and  took  seat  De<'ember  6,  1819. 

31.  David  llolnics.  Missis«^ippi. — Appointed  .Vii  gust  :$(),  1820;  product  credentials  and 
took  si'at  NovcmlKT  i:<,  lt^2(>;  resignation  of  Walter  l^eake.  Mr.  Holmes  held  his  seat 
under  tli<'s«'  cnnlcutials  th«'  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3,  1821.  January'  17, 
1821,  he  was  elected  for  the  succeeding  term. 

.'W.  Samuel  L.  Southanl,  New  Jersey. — Appointe<l  January  26,  1821;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  s<»at  February  1(>,  1^21;  resignation  of  James  J.  Wilson.  Under  thesse 
credentials  Mr.  Soutliard  held  the  .seat  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3, 
iHjl.  He  had  Inan  elected  for  the  sucet^eding  term;  credentials  dated  November  15, 
1820. 

3:J.  Henry  W.  Kdwards,  Conneetieut. — Api>ointed  OctolnT  H,  1823;  pro<lucetl  creden- 
tials and  l<M)k  se.it  l>eeemlM'r  1,  1^.*3;  death  of  Klijah  I^Kinlman.  Mr.  Kdwanls  elect e<l 
first  WeilneMhiy  in  .May,  1*^21,  t(»  fill  unexpire^l  term  endini;  March  3,  1827;  credentialn 
dati'<l  May  31.  .1^21;  puxhieed  iTcdeiitials  and  t<Kik  seat  DecemlxT  (i,  1824. 

31.  .lames  i^inman,  Conneetieut. — ApiK)inte<l  rebruaryH,  ls-2.");  credentials  read  Man*h 
4,  H2.');  vaeaney  about  to  result  from  expiration  of  his  term  on  March  3, 1825,  and  nou- 
ele<-ti(m  of  a  successor.  .Mr.  l^inman  was  not  admitte<l  on  these  cre<lontial8.  Calvin 
Willey  was  afterwards  elected  for  term  ending  March  3,  1H31. 

3.'».  Powhatan  Kliis,  Mississippi. — .\ppointe<l  S<»ptenilK'r  2*^,  1825;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seal  DecemlHT  12.  H2.');  resignati<m  of  David  Holmes.  Thomas  B.  Keed  elected 
January  2^,  ls2(),  to  fill  unexpire<l  term  ending  March  3,  1H27:  credentiahi  dated  Jan- 
miry  iUl.  lH-i(j;  pnMlueed  credentials  and  took  seat  March  11,  l^<2<i. 

3«}.  William  Har|MT,  Smth  Carolina  — .Vppointed  Man*h  h,  1H2<>;  prodace<l  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  .March  2^.  l^J(i;  death  of  John  <;aillanl.  William  Smith  elected 
NovemU'r  29.  1H2(»,  to  till  unexpired  tenu  emiing  Man-h  3,  183l;  credentials  date<l 
NovemlKT  39,  iH-^tJ;  pnHluccd  crwlentials  and  took  seiit  iKrember  7,  1826. 

37.  Israel  Pickens,  AlalNima. — Appointe<l  February  29,  1^26;  produced  crwlentials 
and  took  He:it  April  19,  lH-i(»;  death  of  Henry  Chami>ers.  John  McKinley  elei'ted  to 
fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  IKU;  credentials  dated  November  27.  1826;  pro- 
duced cnilentials  and  took  scat  Deceml>er  21,  \f*'26 

38.  Dimiel  Kmlncy,  Delaware. — .\ppointe<l  NivemlM-r  H,  r»<26;  produced  credentials 
and  took  nrat  lKH-eml>cr  1,  1K2(>;  <lealli  of  Nic-holas  Van  Dyke.  li.  M.  Uidgely  electe<l 
January  12,  Hi7,  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1S21>;  credentials  read  Jan- 
u:iry  19,  H27;  took  s«at  .January  23.  lH-27. 

39.  (itiirge  Poiudexter,  MiNsissippi. — Appointe<l  October  15,  IKU);  produced  creden- 
tials and  t<M)k  seat  DiHvml>er  (J.  H39;  death  of  Kobert  H.  Adams.  Mr.  Poindexier 
electi**!  NovemlHT  H.  IKW),  to  fill  unexpirtHl  term  ending  March  3,  lH.'i5;  crredentials 
date<l  NovenilHT  25,  H3{>;  pnHlucinl  credentials  and  t«K)k  seat  Dwember  15,  1830. 

40.  Davi<l  J.  Baker.  Illinois. — .Vppoiutitl  November  12,  l-iJJO;  produced  credentials 
ttni\  tcK)k  »«»at  De<rml»er  i\.  IKU);  death  of  John  McLean.  John  M.  Kobinson  elected  to 
fill  unexpir.'<l  t«rm  ending  Man-h  3,  1h,C);  cr<*dcntials  dated  December  11,  1K30;  pro- 
duce<l  cn'tlentials  and  took  sc»at  January  1,  IKU. 

41.  Kol>crt  Hanna.  Indiana. — Ap|iointed  August  19,  1831;  produced  credentials  and 
to)k  se.it  DtH-emlwr  5,  H31 ;  death  of  James  Noble.  John  Tipton  elected  December  9, 
18.31,  to  fill  unexpiretlterm  cmling  March  3. 18.33;  ere<lentials dated  December  10,  IWl. 
producetl  crtMlentiaN  and  took  m*aX  January  3,  lKt2. 

42  John  HhK'k.  MisHinsippi. — Api>ointe  1  NovemlK'r  12,  \t<i2;  produced  credentials 
and  took  stmt  I>ec<»ml>er  12,  1KJ2;  to  fill  seat  of  Powhatan  Ellis,  vacated  by  his  acrept- 
once  of  oflice  of  judge  nf  a  Tnilwl  J^tates  court.  I'mler  these  credentials  Mr.  Black 
hehl  the  stmt  for  th«*  remaimlerof  the  term  ending  March  3,  IKI.3.  November  22,  IHXI, 
he  wascl<H'te<l  fi»r  thcsucceifling  tenu. 

43.  Lewis  F.  Linn.  .Missouri. — .Vpfiointed  tVtolier  25,  IKW;  prod  need  credent  iala  and 
took  neat  I>ecemlM'r  1(1,  Ki3:  death  of  Alexander  Huckner.  Mr.  Linn  elected  Novem- 
ber 29.  IKM,  to  fill  unexpinnl  term  emliug  March  3.  IKH;  cnnientials  dated  November 
20.  KU:  producetl  cre<leutials  and  took  seat  De4*ember  15,  IKM. 

41.  John  M.  Niles,  Connecticut. — Appointed  IX"ceml>er  14,  1K15;  prod  need  credentials 
and  took  seat  I>e<'eml>er  21.  I'<i5;  di*ath  of  Nathan  Smith.  Mr.  Nilc^selfcte*!  to  fill  un- 
expircil  term  endin-z  Mareli  3.  1KI9;  cn»ilentialH  dated  May  11.  IKWS;  produced  creden- 
tials an<l  t«M)k  Mnit  .May  Mi,  ]<Ui. 

15  Jmlah  Dana,  .Maine. — Appointetl  D«H-en»lMT7,  \<Ul;  pro<1uce<l  credentials  ami  took 
seal  DectuiUr  21.  IKW;  resif^iiatiou  of  Ether  Shepley.     Kuel  Wiiliama  elected  Fehmiuy 
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<62,  1837,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1839;  credentials  dated  February  22, 
1837;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  March  4,  1837. 

4G.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  Arkansas. — Appointed  January  17,  1831';  ciedentials  read 
February  27,  1837;  oath  administered  March  8,  1837;  vacancy  about  to  result  from 
expiration  of  his  term  March  4,  1837,  and  non-election  of  successor.  Under  these  cre- 
dentials Mr.  Sevier  held  the  seat  during  the  remainder  of  the  special  session,  March 
8-10,  1837,  during  the  ^rst  session  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress,  September  4-October 
16,  and  from  December  4-13  of  the  second  session.  November  7,  1837,  he  was  elected 
for  term  ending  March  3,  1843. 

47.  Ephraim  H.  Foster,  Tennessee. — Appointed  September  17,  1837;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  3, 1838;  resignation  of  Felix  Grundy.  Mr.  Foster  held 
the  seat  under  these  credentials  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3,  1839. 
He  was  elected  for  the  succeeding  term  but  resigned. 

48.  Thomas  H.  Williams,  Mississippi. — Appointed  November  12, 1838;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  13, 1838 ;  resignation  of  James  F.  Trotter.  Mr.  Williams 
elected  January  30, 1839,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3»  1839;  credentials  dated 
February  1, 1839;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  February  19, 1839. 

49.  Alfred  O.  P.  Nicholson,  Tennessee. — Appointed  December  25, 1840;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  January  11,  1841 ;  death  of  Felix  Grundy.  Ephraim  H,  Foster 
elected  October  17, 1843,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1845;  credentials  dated 
November  13,  1843;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  4, 1843. 

50.  Leonard  Wilcox,  New  Hampshire. — Appointed  March  1,  1842;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  March  7,  1842;  resignation  of  Franklin  Pierce.  Mr.  Wilcox  elected 
to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1843;  credentials  dated  June  9,  1842;  produced 
credentials  and  took  seat  June  13,  1842. 

51.  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Vermont. — Appointed  April  23,  1842;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  April  30,  1842;  resignation  of  Samuel  Prentiss.  Mr.  Crafts  elected  October 
26,  1842,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1843;  credentials  dated  October  26, 
1842;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  7,  1842. 

52.  William  L.  Dayton,  New  Jersey. — Appointed  July  2,  1842;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  Juljj  6,  1842;  death  of  Samuel  L.  Southard.  Mr.  Dayton  elected  Octo- 
ber 28,  1842,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1845;  credentials  dated  November 
8,  1842;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  7,  1842. 

63.  James  Semple,  Illinois. — Appointed  August  16,  1843;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  4,  1843;  death  of  Samuel  McRoberts.  Mr.  Semple  elected  Decem- 
ber 11,  1844,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1847;  credentials  dated  December 
19,  1844;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  28, 1845. 

54.  David  R.  Atchison,  Missouri. — Appointed  October  15,  1843;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  4,  1843  j  death  of  Lewis  F.  Linn.  Mr.  Atchison  elected  No- 
vember 20,  1844,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1849;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  9,  1844. 

55.  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  Alabama. — Appointed  April  22,  1844;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  May  7,  1844;  resignation  of  William  R.  King.  Mr.  Lewis  elected  to  fill  unex- 
pired term  ending  March  3,  1847;  credentials  dated  December  10,  1844;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  January  28,  1845. 

56.  Henry  A.  Foster,  New  York. — Appointed  November  30,  1844;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  December  9, 1844;  resignation  of  Silas  Wright.  John  A.  Dix  elected 
January  18, 1845,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1849;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  January  27, 1849. 

57.  Daniel  SI  Dickinson,  New  York. — Appointed  November  30,  1844;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  9,  1844;  resignation  of  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge.  Mr. 
Dickinson  elected  January  18,  1845,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1845;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  January  27,  1845. 

58.  Joseph  W.  Chalmers,  Mississippi. — Appointed  November  3,  1845;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  1,  1845;  death  of  Robert  J.  Walker.  Mr.  Chalmers 
elected  January  10,  1846,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1847;  credentials  dated 
January  16,  1846;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  February  4,  1846. 

59.  Benning  W.  Jenness,  New  Hampshire. — Appointed  November  12, 1845;  produced 
credentials  and  took  seat  December  1,  1845;  resignation  of  Levi  Woodbury.  Joseph 
Cilley  elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1847;  credentials  dated  June  13, 
1846;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  June  22,  1846. 

60.  Jefferson  Davis,  Mississippi. — Appointed  August  10, 1847;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  6, 1847 ;  death  of  Jesse  Speight.  Mr.  Davis  elected  January  11, 1848, 
to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1851;  credentials  dated  January  31,  1848;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  Febniary  16,  1848. 

01.  Roger  S.  Baldwin,  Connecticut. — Appointed  November  11,  1847;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  7, 1847;  death  of  Jabez  W.  Huntington.  Mr.  Baldwin 
elected  first  Wednesday  of  May,  1848,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1851;  cre- 
dentials dated  June  1,  1848;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  June  5,  1848. 
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62.  Wyman  B.  S.  Moor,  Maine. — Appointed  January  5,  1848;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  Janxiary  17, 1848;  death  of  John  Fairfield.  Hannibal  Hamlin  elected  Maj 
26,  1848,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1851 ;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat 
June  12,  1848. 

63.  Herschell  V.  Johnson^  Georgia. — Appointed  February  4,  1848;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  February  14,  1848;  resignation  of  Walter  T.  Colquitt.  Under  thae 
credentials  Mr.  Johnson  held  the  seat  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3, 
1849.  William  C.  Dawson  had  been  elected  for  the  succeeding  term  on  November  13, 
1847. 

64.  Solon  Borland,  Arkansas. — Appointed  March  30,  1848;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  April  24,  1848;  resignation  of  Ambrose  II.  Sevier.  Mr.  Borland  elected  No- 
vember 17,  1848,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1849;  credentials  dated  No- 
vember 20,  1849;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  11,  1848. 

65.  William  K.  Sebastian,  Arkansas.' — Appointed  May  12, 1848;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  May  31, 1848;  death  of  Chester  Ashley.  Mr.  Sebastian  elected  November 
17,  1848,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1853;  credentials  dated  November  20, 
1848;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  21,  1848. 

6G.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Michigan. — Appointed  June  8, 1848;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  June  20,  1848;  resignation  of  Lewis  Cass.  Lewis  Cass  elected  January  20, 
1849,  to  fill  his  own  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1851 ;  produced  credentials  apd 
took  seat  March  3,  1849. 

67.  Thomas  Metcalfe,  Kentucky. — Appointed  June  23, 1848;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  July  3, 1848;  resignation  of  John  J.. Crittenden.  Mr.  Metcalfe  elected  January 
3, 1849,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1849;  credentials  dated  Januarys,  1849; 
pro<luced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  26,  1849. 

68.  William  R.  King,  Alabama. — Appointed  July  1,  1848;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  July  13,  1848,  resignation  of  Arthur  P.  Bagby.  Under  these  credentials  Mr. 
King  held  his  seat  the  remaindw:  of  the  term  ending  March  3,  1849.  He  was  elected 
for  succeeding  term  November  30,  1849.  The  seat  was  vacant  during  the  special  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate  in  1849. 

69.  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick,  Alabama. — Appointed  November  25,  1848;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  11,  1848;  death  of  Dixon  H.  Ivcwis.*  Jeremiah  Clemens 
elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1853;  credentials  dated  November  30, 
1849;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  6,  1849. 

70.  David  Stewart,  Maryland. — Appointed  December  6,  1849;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  8,  1849;  resignation  of  Rev«rdy  Johnson.  Thomas  G.  Pratt 
elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1851 ;  credentials  dated  January  12, 
1850;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  14,  1850. 

71.  Franklin  H.  Elmore,  South  Carolina. — Appointed  April  11,  1850;  credentials 
read  April  16,  1850;  took  seat  May  6,  1850;  death  of  John  Caldwell  Calhoun.  Robert 
W.  Barnwell  appointed  June  4,  1850,  on  death  of  Franklin  H.  Elmore;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  June  24,  1850.  R.  Barnwell  Rhett  elected  December  18,  1850, 
for  unexpired  term  of  J.  C.  Calhoun  ending  March  3,  1853;  credentials  dated  December 
20,  1850;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  6,  1851. 

72.  Robert  W.  Barnwell,  South  Carolina. — Appointed  June  4, 1850;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  June  24, 1850;  death  of  Franklin  H.  Elmore,  who  had  been  appointed 
by  governor  to  fill  vacancy  happening  by  death  of  John  Caldwell  Calhoun.  Robert 
Barnwell  Rhett  elected  December  18, 1850,  for  remainder  of  term  of  J.  C.  Calhoun  end- 
ing March  3,  1853;  credentials  dated  December  20, 1850;  produced  credentials  and  took 
seat  January  6,  1851. 

73.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Massachusetts. — Appointed  July  27,  1850;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  July  30,  1850;  resignation  of  Daniel  Webster.  Robert  Rantoul 
elected  February  1,  1851,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1851;  credentials  read 
February  7,  1851;  took  seat  February  22,  1851. 

74.  John  I.  McRae,  Mississippi. — Appointed  December  1,  1851;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  19, 1851 ;  resignation  of  Jefferson  Davis.  Stephen  Adams  elected 
February  19,  1852,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1857;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  March  17,  1852. 

75.  William  F.  Desaussure,  South  Carolina. — Appointed  May  10,  1852;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  May  24, 1852;  resignation  of  R.  Barnwell  Rhett.  Mr.  Desaussure 
elected  November  29,  1852,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1853;  credentials 
dated  December  9,  1852;  pioduced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  20,  1852. 

76.  Robert  M.  Charlton,  Georgia. — Appointed  May  18,  1852;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  June  11,  1852;  resignation  of  John  M.  licrrien.  Under  these  credentials 
Mr.  Charlton  held  the  se;it  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3,  1853.  Itobert 
Toombs  had  on  November  10,  1851,  been  elected  for  succeeding  term. 

77.  David  Meriwether,  Kentucky. — Appointed  July  6,  1852;  produced  credentials  and 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   EXECUTIVES   OF   STATES.  53 

look  seat  July  15,  1852;  death  of  Henry  Clay.  Under  these  credentials  Mr.  Meri- 
wether licld  the  seat  till  September  1, 1852.  Archibald  Dixon  had  been  elected  Decem- 
ber 30,  1851,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1855,  about  to  result  from  resig- 
nation of  Mr.  Clay,  which  had  been  made  and  was  to  take  e'ffect  the  first  Monday  in 
September.  1852.  Mr.  Dixon's  credentials  read  December  6,  1852;  took  seat  December 
20,  1852. 

78.  Charles  W.  Cathcart,  Indiana. — Appointed  November  23,  1852;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  0,  1852;  death  of  James  Whitcomb.  John  Pettit 
elected  January  11, 1853,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1855;  credentials  dated 
January  11,  1855;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  18,  1853. 

79.  Siamuel  S.  Phelps,  Vermont. — Appointed  January  17,  1853;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  January  17,  1853;  death  of  William  Upham.  Lawrence  Brainerd  elected 
to  fill  unexpired  term  emVlng  March  3,  1855;  credentials  dated  October  14,  1854;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  Deceml>er  4,  1854. 

80.  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick,  Alabama. — Appointed  January  14, 1853;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  January  20,  1853;  resignation  of  William  R.  King.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
elected  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,1855;  credentials  dated  December  12, 
1853;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  19,  1853. 

81.  Kobert  W.  Johnson,  Arkansas. — Appointed  July  6,  1853;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  5, 1853;  resignation  of  Solon  Borland.     Mr.  Johnson  elected  Novem- . 
ber  10,  1854,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1855;  credentials  dated  November 
24,  1854;  produced,  credentials  and  took  seat  December  18,  1854. 

82.  Jared  W.  Williams,  New  Hamx>shire. — Appointed  November  29,  1853;  produced 
credentials  and  took  seat  December  12,  1853;  death  of  Charles  G.  Atherton.  Under 
these  credentials  Mr.  Williams  held  the  seat  until  August  4,  1854,  when  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  ''right  of  representation  nnder  appointment"  had  expired.  John  P. 
Hale  elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1859;  credentials  dated  July  30, 
1855;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  4,  1855. 

83.  Julius  Rockwell,  Massachusetts. — Appointed  June  3,  1854,  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  June  15,  1854;  resignation  of  Edward  Everett.  Henry  Wilson  elected  to 
fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1859;  credentials  dated  February  1, 1855;  produced 
credentials  and  took  seat  February  10,  1855. 

84.  John  S.  Wells,  New  Hampshire. — Appointed  January  16,  1855;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  January  22, 1855 ;  death  of  Moses  Norris.  Under  these  credentials 
Mr.  Wells  held  the  seat  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3,  1855.  James  Bell 
elected  for  succeeding  term ;  credentials  dated  July  30,  1855. 

85.  Joseph  P.  Comegys,  Delaware. — Appointed  November  19,  1856;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  4,  1856;  death  of  John  W.  Clayton.  Martin  W.  Bates 
elected  January  14, 1857,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1859;  credentials  dated 
January  14,  1857;  credentials  read  January  19,  1857;  took  seat  December  6,  1858. 

86.  Thomas  L.  Clingman,  North  Carolina. — Appointed  May  6,  1858;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  May  7,  1858;  resignation  of  Asa  Biggs.  Mr.  Clingman  elected 
to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1861;  credentials  dated  November 23, 1858;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  December  6,  1858. 

87.  Arthur  P.  Hayne,  South  Carolina. — Appointed  May  11, 1858;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  May  20,  1858;  death  of  Josiah  J.  Evans.  James  Chestnut,  jr.,  elected 
December  4,  1858,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1859;  credentials  dated  De- 
cember 7,  1858;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  5,  1859. 

88.  Matthias  Ward,  Texas. — Appointed  September  27, 1858;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  6,  1858;  death  of  J.  Pinkney  Henderson.  Louis  T.  Wigfall  elected 
December  5,  1859,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1863;  credentials  dated  De- 
cember 8,  1859;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  4,  1860. 

89.  Henry  P.  Haun,  California. — Appointed  November  3,  1859;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  5,  1850;  death  of  David  C.  Broderick.  Milton  S.  Latham 
eletrted  January  11, 1860,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1863;  credentials  dated 
January  14,  1860;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  March  5, 1860. 

90.  Orville  H.  Browning,  Illinois. — Appointed  June  26,  1861;  produced  credentials 
and  took  .seat  July  4,  1861;  death  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  William  A.  Richardson 
elected  January  12, 1863,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1865;  credentials  dated 
January  12,  1863;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  30, 1863. 

91.  Robert  Wilson,  Missouri. — Appointed  January  17, 1862;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  January  24,  1862;  expulsion  of  Waldo  P.  Johnson.  B.  Gratz  Brown  elected 
November  13,  1863,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1867;  credentials  dated  No- 
vember 14,  1863;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  14, 1863. 

92.  John  B.  Henderson,  Missouri. — Appointed  January  17,  1862;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  January  29,  1862;  expulsion  of  Trusten  Polk.  Mr.  Henderson 
elected  January  6,  1863,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1863;  credentials  dated 
February  12,  1863;  produeed  credentials  and  took  seat  February  18,  1863. 
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93.  Benjamin  Stark,  Oregon.— Appointed  October  29, 1861 ;  credentiaJs  presented  .Tan- 
nary  6,  1862;  took  seat  February  27,  1862;  death  of  E.  D.  Baker.     Bei\jamiii  F.  Hani 
ing  elected  September  12, 1862,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1865;  credentials 
dated  September  26,  1862;  prodaced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  1,  1862. 

94.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  Indiana. — Appointed  February  24, 1862;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  March  3,  1862;  expulsion  of  Jesse  D.  Bright.  David  Turpie  elected  Jan- 
uary 14,  1863,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1863;  credentials  dated  Janoan 
14,  1863;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  22,  1863. 

95.  Richard  S.  Field,  New  Jersey. — Appointed  November  21,  1862;  prodaced  creden 
tials  and  took  seat  December  1,  1862;  death  of  John  R.  Thompson.  James  W.  Wall 
elected  January  14,  1863,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1863;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  January  21,  1863. 

96.  Thomas  H.  Hicks,  Maryland. — Appointed  December  29,  1862;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  January  14,  1863;  death  of  James  A.  Pearce.  Mr.  Hicks  elected  to 
fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1867;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  Jannarr 
19,  1864. 

97.  Nathan  A.  Farwell,  Maine. — Appointed  October  27,  1864;  produced-  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  5,  1864;  resignation  of  William  Pitt  Fessenden.  Mr.  Farwell 
elected  January  11, 1865,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1865;  credentials  dat^ 
January  12,  1865;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  February  6,  18i55. 

98.  Luke  P.  Poland,  Vermont. — Appointed  November  21,  1865;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  4, 1865;  death  of  Jacob  Collamer.  Mr.  Poland  elected  October 
24,  1866,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1867;  produced  credentials  and  took 
seat  December  3,  1866. 

99.  George  F.  Edmunds,  Vermont. — Appointed  April  3,  1866;  produced  credentiab 
and  took  seat  April  5,  1866;  death  of  Solomon  Foot.  Mr.  Edmunds  elected  October  24, 
1866,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1869;  credentials  dated  October  24,  1866; 
produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  3,  18i56. 

100.  Edmund  G.  Ross,  Kansas. — Appointed  July  19,  1866;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  July  25,  1866;  death  of  James  H.  Lane.  Mr.  Ross  elected  January  23,  1867, 
to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1871;  credentials  dated  January  24,1867;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  February  14,  1867. 

101.  George  G.  Fogg,  New  Hampshire. — Appointed  August  31,  1866;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  3,  1866;  resignation  of  Daniel  Clark.  Mr.  Fogg  held 
the  seat  under  these  credentials  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3, 1867.  James 
W.  Patterson  had  on  August  29,  1866,  been  elected  for  succeeding  term. 

102.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen,  New  Jersey. — Appointed  November  12, 1866;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  3, 1866;  death  of  William  Wright.  Mr.  I^linghuy^en 
elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1869;  credential^  dated  January  23, 1867; 
produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  24, 1867. 

103.  James  A.  Bayard,  Delaware. — Appointed  April  5, 1867;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  April  11, 1867;  death  of  George  Read  Riddle.  Mr.  Bayard  elected  January  19, 
1869,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1869;  credentials  dated  January  20,  1869; 
produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  22,  1869. 

104.  William  Pinkney  Whyte,  Maryland. — Appointed  July  13,  1868;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  July  14, 1868;  resignation  of  Reverdy  Johnson.  Under  these  cre- 
dentials Mr.  Whyte  held  the  seat  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3,  1869. 
William  T.  Hamilton  had  been  elected  for  the  succeeding  term;  credentials  dat^  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1868. 

105.  Lot  M.  Morrill,  Maine. — Appointed  October  30,  1869;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  December  6, 1869;  death  of  William  Pitt  Fessenden.  Mr.  Morrill  elected  Jan- 
uary 19,  1870,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1871 ;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  January  24,  1870. 

106.  William  Windom,  Minnesota. — Appointed  July  16,  1870;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  5,  1870;  death  of  Daniel  S,  Norton.  O.  P.  Steams  elected  Jan- 
uary 18,  1871,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  lrt71;  protiuced  credentials  and 
took  seat  January  25,  1871. 

107.  Daniel  T.  Jewitt,  Missouri. — Appointed  December  19, 1870;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  22,  1870;  resignation  of  Charles  D.  Drake.  Francis  P.  Blair 
elected  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1873;  credentials  date<l  January  20, 1871 ; 
credentials  read  January  24, 1871;  took  seat  January  25,  1871. 

108.  Willis  B.  Machen,  Kentucky. — Appointed  September  27,  1872;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  2,  1872;  death  of  Garrett  Davis.  Mr.  Machen  elected 
January  21,  1873,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1873;  credentials  dated  Fel>- 
ruary  3,  1873;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  February'  10,  1873. 

109.  Robert  Crozier,  Kansas. — Appointed  November  24,  1873;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  1,  1873;  resignation  of  Alexander  Caldwell.     James  M.  Harvey 
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elected  February  2, 1874,  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  iJ,  1877;  credentials  dated 
I  ebruary  7,  1874;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  February.  12,  1871. 

110.  William  W.  Eaton,  Connecticut. — Appointed  February  10,  1875;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  February  13,  1875;  death  of  William  A.  Buckingham.  Under 
this  appointment  Mr.  Eaton  held  his  seat  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March 
3,  1875.     He  had  been  elected  May  20,  1874,  for  the  succeeding  term. 

111.  David  M.  Key,  Tennessee.— Appointed  August  18,  1875;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  6,  1875;  death  of  Andrew  Johnson.  James  E.  Bailey  elected 
January  19,  1877,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1,881;  credentials  dated  Jan- 
uary 20,  1877;  credentials  read  January  24,  1877;  took  seat  January  29,  1877. 

112.  James  E.  English,  Connecticut. — Appointed  November  27,  1875;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  December  7,  1875;  death  of  Orris  S.  Ferry.  William  H.  Bamum 
elected  May  16,  1876,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1879;  credentials  dated 
May  17,  1876;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  May  22,  1876. 

113.  Robert  H.  Marr,  Louisiana. — Appointed  December  16,  1875;  credentials  read 
December  20, 1875;  resignation  of  William  L.  McMillen.  Neither  Mr.  McMillen  nor  Mr. 
Marr  was  admitted. 

114.  James  G.  Blaine,  Maine. — Appointed  July  10,  1876;  credentials  read  July  12, 
1876;  took  seat  December  4,  1876;  resignation  of  I^ot  M.  Morrill.  Mr.  Blaine  elected 
January  16,  1877,  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1877;  credentials  dated  Jan- 
uary 17,  1877;  credentials  read  January  19,  1877;  took  seat  January  22,  1877. 

115.  Samuel  Price,  West  Virginia. — Appointed  August  26,  1876;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  December  4,  1876;  death  of  Allen  T.  Caperton.  Frank  Hereford  elected 
January  26,  1877,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1881;  credentials  dated  Jan- 
uary 29,  1877;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  31,  1877. 

116.  David  H.  Armstrong,  Missouri. — Appointed  September  29,  1877;  produced  cre- 
dentials and  took  seat  October  16,  1877;  death  of  Louis  V.  Bogy.  Under  these  creden- 
tials Mr.  Armstrong  held  the  .seat  the  remainder  of  the  term  ending  March  3,  1870. 
George  G.  Vest  elected  January  22,  1879,  lor  succeeding  term. 

117.  Daniel  W.  Voorhees,  Indiana. — Appointed  November  6,  1877;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  November  12, 1877;  death  of  Oliver  P.  Morton.  Mr.  Voorhees  elected 
to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1879;  credentials  dated  January  31,  1879;  pro- 
duced credentials  and  took  seat  February  3,  1879. 

118.  Charles  H.  Bell,  New  Hampshire. — Appointed  March  13,  1879;  credentials  read 
March  18,  1879;  took  seat  April  10,  1879;  expiration  of  term  of  Bainbridge  Wadleigb, 
ending  March  3, 1879,  and  non-election  of  a  successor.  Henry  W.  Blair  elected  Juno  17, 
1879,  for  term  ending  March  3, 1885;  credentials  dated  June  18,  1879;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  June  20,  1879. 

119.  Henry  P.  Baldwin,  Michigan. — Appointed  November  17,  1879;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  sent  December  3,  1879;  death  of  Zachariah  Chandler.  Mr.  Baldwin 
elected  January  18, 1881,  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1881;  credentials  dated 
January  20,  1881;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  31,  1881. 

120.  Luke  Pryor,  Alabama. — Appointed  January  7,  lf^80;  produced  credentials  ant  1 
took  seat  January  15,  1880;  death  of  G.  S.  Houston.  James  L.  Pngh  elected  Novem- 
ber 24,  1880,  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1885;  credentials  dated  November 
29,  1880;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  6,  1880. 

121.  Joseph  E.  Brown,  Georgia. — Appointed  May  21,  1880;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  May  20,  1880;  resignation  of  John  B.  Gordon.  Mr.  Brown  elected  November 
16,  1880,  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1885;  credentials  dated  December  2, 
1880;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  6,  1880. 

122.  Thomas  Courtland  Manning,  Louisiana. — Appointed  November  16,  1880;  cre- 
dentials read  December  7,  1880;  death  of  Henry  M.  Spoflbrd,  claimant  of  seat  held  l)y 
William  Pitt  Kellogg.  Mr.  Manning  not  admitted.  Mr.  Kellogg  held  the  seat  during 
the  term. 

123.  James  W.  McDill,  Iowa. — Appointed  March  8,  1881;  produced  credentials  and 
took  seat  March  14,  1881;  resignation  ot*  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood.  Mr.  McDill  elected  Jan- 
uary 18,  1882,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1883;  cre<lentials  dated  January 
19,  1882;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  January  24,  1882. 

124.  Alonzo  J.  Edgerton,  Minnesota. — Appointed  March  12,  1881;  produced  creden- 
tials and  took  seat  March  17, 1881 ;  resignation  of  William  Windom.  William  Windom 
elected  October  26,  1881,  to  fill  his  own  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1883;  creden- 
tials dated  October  27,  1881;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  December  5,  1881. 

125.  George  M.  Chilcott,  Colorado. — Appointed  April  11, 1882;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  April  17,  1882;  resignation  of  Henry  M.  Teller.  Horace  A.  W.  Tabor 
elected  January  27,  1883,  to  till  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1883;  credentials  dated 
January  27,  1883;  produced  credentials  and  took  seat  February  2, 1883. 

126.  William  P.  Sheffield,  Rhode  Island.— Appointed  November  19, 1884;  credentials 


56  SENATE  ELECTION  CASES. 

read  December  1,  1884;  took  seat  December  2,  1884;  death  of  Henry  B.  Anthony. 
Jonathan  Chace  elected  January  20,  1885,  to  fill  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  18^, 
credentials  dated  January  21, 1885;  credentials  read  January  24, 1885;  took  seat  January 
26,  1885. 

127.  Henry  W.  Blair,  New  Hampshire.— Appointed  March  5,  1885;  cr^entials  read 
March  9, 1885;  took  seat  March  10, 1885;  expiration  of  his  previous  term,  ending  March 
3,  1885,  and  non-election  of  a  successor.     Mr.  Blair  elected  June  16, 1885. 

128.  E.  C.  Walthall,  Mississippi. — Appointed  March  9,  1885;  produced  credentials 
and  took  seat  March  12, 1885;  resignation  of  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar.  Election  to  fill  onexpiied 
term  ending  March  3, 1889,  not  yet  [December  1, 1885]  taken  place. 
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II. 


MISCELLANEOUS  CASES. 


[Third  Congress — First  session.] 

ALBERT  GALLATI:N^, 

Senator  from  Pennsylvania  from  December  2, 179'^,  to  February  28,  1794. 

Albert  Gallatin,  a  native  of  Geneva,  came  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1780.  After  changring:  his  residence 
a  few  times  be  went,  in  November,  1783,  to  Virginia,  where  he  had  purchased  lands.  In  October, 
1785,  he  took  an  oath  of  alleg^ianoe  to  Vii^inia.  Jn  December,  1785,  he  purchased  a  plantation  iu 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  which  he  was  livine  in  17^.  On  the  28th  of  February.  17^,  he 
was  elected  from  that  State  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  which  office  he  held  until  February 
28, 1794,  when  it  was  determined  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  not  having  been  "  nine  years  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States." 

The  history  of  tbe  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Annals  of  Ck)ngres8, 3d  Cong.,  1793-'95,  within  pages  9-61. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Senate  resolved  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  be  opened  during  the  dis« 
cussion  upon  this  contested  election.  A  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  case,  and  of  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  regarding  it,  may  be  found  in  the  '*  Life  of  Albert  Gallatin,"  by  Henry  Adams,  pages 
119, 120. 

Monday,  December  2,  1793. 

Tlie  Vice-President  administered  the  oath  required  by  law  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  ho 
took  I  lis  seat. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  petition  of  Conrad  Lanb  and  others,  rel- 
ative to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Wednesday,  December  11,  1793. 

Ordered  J  That  Messrs.  Rutherfnrd,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Livermore,  and  Mitchell  be  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  stating 
that  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  at  the  time  he  was  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
had  not  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  as  is  reqaired  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  December-  31,  1793. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  reported,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Conrad  Laub  and  others,  stating  that  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  at  the  time  he  was 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  had  not  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  said 
United  States,  as  is  required  by  the  Constitution;  which  report  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

\VEnN'ESDAY,  January  1,  1794. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report  until  to-morrow,  it  was  agreed 
to  amend  this  motion  by  striking  out  the  word  ' '  to-morrow, "  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof, 
"Thursday,  the  9th  instant.*' 

Thursday,  January  9,  1794. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  ofConnwl  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  appointment  of 
Albert  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

57 


58  SENATE  ELECTION  CASES. 

FbiDAT,  January  10,  ITHI. 

The. Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Conrad  Laiil)  and  others,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Albert  Gailatin,  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States;  which  report  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

[This  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Rutherford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Livermore,  and 
MitcheU.l 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Conrad  LAub  and  others,  stating 
that  Albert  Gallatin,  at  the  time  he  was  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  had  not 
been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  as  is  required  by  the  Constitation, 
report : 

That  the  committee  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Michael  Schmyser,  agent  for  the  pe- 
titioners, and  with  Mr.  Gallatin;  that  Mr.  Schmyser  has  declared  that  the  petitioners 
are  ready  to  adduce  proofs  in  support  of  the  petition  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may 
think  proper  to  appoint;  that  Mr.  Gallatin  states  no  objection  to  the  trial's  commencing 
at  an  early  day.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved^  That be  assigned  for  hearing  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  othew, 

respecting  Mr.  Gallatin's  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  that  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
Schmyser  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  to  take  into 
consideiation  the  following  resolution  : 

^' liesolved,  That  a  committee  of  elections,  to  consist  of  seven,  be  appointed  to  re- 
port rules  for  receiving  ]>etitions  and  conducting  inquiries  relative  to  the  qnalifications 
of  a  Senator;  and  that  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  to  state  the  facts,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers." 

On  which  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone  this  motion  and  to  take  up 
the  following : 

"That be  a  committee  to  ascertain  and  state  to  the  Senate  the  facts  relative  to 

the  time  when  Albert  Gallatin  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said 
committee  have  power  to  .send  lor  persons  and  papers." 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone  the  preceding,  and  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Ibllowing  motion: 

'^  Ji<  solved y  That  a  conmiittee  of  elections  be  appointed,  and  that  the  petition  of 
Conrad  Laub  and  others  be  referred  to  it,  to  report  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 
said  petition." 

And,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Monday,  January  13.  1794. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Conrad  Lanb  and  others,  re- 
specting the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  elections,  to  consist  of  seven,  l)e  appointed,  and  that 
the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others  be  referred,  without  prejudice  as  to  any  ques- 
tions which  maj^  upon  the  hearing,  be  raised  by  the  sitting  member,  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  parties  and  the  mutter  charged  in  the  petition,  to  the  same  committee,  to 
stiite  the  facts,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers;  also,  that 
Messrs.  Bradley,  P^lLsworth,  Mitchell,  Hutherfurd,  Brown,  Livermore,  and  Taylor  be 
this  committee. 

Monday,  February  10,  1794. 

Mr.  Bradley  reported  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Con- 
rad Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  l>e  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  to  take  this  report  into  consideration,  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  that  the  Senate  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

'  7iVMo/rrr/,  That  the  doors  of  the  Senate  be  opened,  arid  continue  open,  during  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  contested  election  of  Allwrt  Gallatin," 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 
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^  Tuesday,  February  11,  1704. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion  made 
yesterday  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  be  opened  daring  the  discussion  of  the  contested 
election  of  Bir.  Gallatin.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  doors  of  the  Senate  be  opened,  and  continue  open,  during  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  contested  election  ofiAlbert  Gallatin. 

Wednesday,  February  12,  1794. 

On  motion  that  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Conrad  Lanb  and  others  respecting  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States  be  postponed  until  Monday  next,  it  was  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Monday,  February  17,  1794. 

The  petition  of  Michael  Schmyser,  agent  for  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  petitioners 
against  the  election  of  Albert  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel. 

Ordered^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and 
others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  l)e  a  Senator  of^he  United  States, 
was  resumed,  and,  after  progress,  it  was  ordered. that  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

Wednesday,  February  19, 1794. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of 
Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  farther  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

ThubsdaY",  February  20, 1794. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of 
Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  committee  states  the  evidence,  and  concludes  with  an  opinion  that 
to  controvert  the  allegations  set  forth  in  tho  petition  against  Mr.  Gallatin  it  lays  with 
him  to  prove  his  citizenship. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Gallatin  presented  a  written  statement  of  facts,  which  the  President 
of  the  Senate  read.  It  contained  a  narrative  of  several  transactions  from  the  time  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  arrival  in  the  Province  of  Maine,  or  Massachusetts,  about  thirteen  years 
ago;  of  his  having  contributed  by  money  and  his  own  services  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
cause  of  the  Revolution;  of  his  having  taken  oaths  of  allegiance  and  purchased  lands 
in  that  State,  and  also  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  In  the  back  parts  of  the  last-mentioned 
State  he  had  formed  an  interesting  settlement,  and  had  been  extremely  useful  in  bring- 
ing settlers  from  Europe.  The  dates  of  those  transactions  and  times  of  his  arrival  in 
Pennsylvania  and  of  being  sent  to  the  State  convention  are  also  recited,  up  to  the  time 
of  his  being  chosen  one  of  their  representatives  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Alter  the  President  had  done  reading  the  statement  of  facts,  Mr.  (Tallatin  addressed 
the  Senate  by  observing  that  he  felt  himself  rather  in  an  awkward  predicament,  not 
knowing  whether  the  counsel  for  the  prosecutors  or  himself  were  the  proper  persons  to 
speak  the  first,  as  this  preliminary  was  not  yet  laid  down  by  the  Senate;  neither  had  he 
provided  any  counsel.  He  should  have  supposed  himself  in  the  situation  of  defendant 
were  it  not  that  the  weight  of  proving  the  affirmative  in  regard  to  citizenship  had  been 
laid  on  him,  under  which  predicament  it  might  perhaps  be  necessary  for  him  to  begin, 
and  after  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  had  spoken  that  he  shonld  then  be  allowed  to 
close  the  arguments. 

Mr.  Livermore  was  of  opinion  that  the  sitting  member  should  begin  the  debate,  as  the 
onuH  probandi  lay  with  him. 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Lewis,  rose.  He  was  attended  by  Mr.  Schmyser, 
one  of  the  members. of  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  we  understand,  manages  the 
prosecution  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners.  Mr.  Lewis  hoped  he  would  be  permitted  to 
say  a  few  words  in  the  early  stage  of  the  business  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  conducting 
it.  He  recapitulated  sundry  offices  and  posts  of  honor  that  had  been  conferred  on  him, 
from  which  he  humbly  presumed  he  had  gathered  much  experience,  and  particularly  in 
cases  of  contested  elections.  He  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  of  the  honorable  Senate  to 
offer  an  observation  before  they  should  determine  on  the  mode  of  conducting  the  trialr 
When  the  question  for  postponement,  which  was  debated  the  other  day,  was-before  them 
the  sitting  member  did  then  consider  himself  as  defendant,  and  for  an  hour  had  fought 
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phantoms  of  his  own  ItnagiDation ;  hut  now  he  has  changed  his  gronnd  and  deeireRto 
have  the  priTileges  which  belong  to  the  petitioners  only,  namely,  the  rigfit  of  opening 
the  prosecution  and  afterwards  concluding  the  arguments. 

Mr.  Gallatin  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  and  said  he  did  oot  wish  to  con- 
tend for  mere  matters  of  form. 

Mr.  Martin,  from  North  Carolina,  thought  it  immaterial  who  b^gan  or  conclnded,  if 
in  the  end  the  Senate  should  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  just  degree  of  information. 

Mr.  Jackson,  Irom  Georgia,  made  some  observations  on  the  manner  of  cond acting  the 
business.  He  thought  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Gallatin  was  not  a  citizen,  &c. 

Mr.  King,  from  New  York,  and  some  other  gentleman  of  the  Senate  said  a  few  more 
words  on  the  motion;  it  was  agreed  that* the  sitting  member  shoald  b^in. 

Mr.  Gallatin  accordingly  rose  and  recapitulated  the  facts  stated  in  the  written  paper 
which  he  had  presented  to  the  President,  commenting  on  each  of  them  as  he  proceeded. 
He  proved  that  he  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  for  thirteen  years,  and 
was  one  before  the  peace  of  1783  and  before  the  Confederation.  He  qnoted  the  laws 
previous  thereto  respecting  aliens,  and  also  the  British  statutes,  and  he  maintained  that 
they  were  all  done  away  by  the  Revolution.  He  conceived  himself  a  citizen  in  common 
with  the  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  the  time  of  his  first  qualifying  after 
his  arrival  and  attachment  to  the  country.  He  concluded  by  saying  he  woa'ld  reserve 
the  remainder  of  his  defense  until  after  he  should  hear  the  counsel  on  behalf  of  the  peti- 
tioners. 

Mr.  Lewis  commenced  his  speech  by  observing  that  he  appeared  there  on  behalf  of 
Conrad  I^ub  and  other  respectable  men  who  complained  of  the  unconstitutionality  of 
admitting  Mr.  Gallatin  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate.  He  was  glad  to  find  by  the  gentleman's 
expressions  that  the  ground  of  debate  had  been  narrowed  into  so  small  a  compass,  and 
he  would  therefore  take  him  up  from  the  argument  where  he  had  left  off  speaking,  that 
of  his  being  a  citizen  in  common  of  the  United  States  from  the  time  of  his  qualifying 
in  Massachusetts  or  Virginia.  But  in  Virginia^two  oaths  are  required,  and  they  must 
be  taken  in  a  court,  not  before  a  magistrate,  to  enti  tie  a  man  to  citizenship.  He  must  also 
be  possessed  of  a  certain  quantity  of  property  and  be  a  resident  for  two  years.  It  appears 
Mr.  Gallatin  did  not  remain  in  Virginia  more  than  two  months.  [Here  Mr.  Lewis  read 
the  law  of  Virginia  of  the  20th  October,  1783.]  On  this  law  Mr.  Lewis  argued  that  Mr. 
Gallatin  had  not  gone  through  the  necessary  qualifications  to  entitle  him  to  citizenship 
there;  and  he  observed  that  he  admired  the  gentleman's  candor  in  not  insisting  on  it 
here.  In  this  State  he  had  certainly  not  qualified  himself  agreeably  to  the  law.  Under 
these  circumstances  Mr.  Lewis,  for  his  part,  could  never  admit  of  the  gentleman's  right 
to  citizenship  so  far  back  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  sufirage  of  a  vote  for  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  &c. 

The  mischievous  consequences  of  permitting  such  innovations  he  represented  in  strong 
terms;  and  he  called  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate  the  conduct  of  ancient  and  modern 
governments  on  this  question.  One  of  the  ancient  republics  made  it  death  for  an  alien 
to  intermeddle  in  their  politics.  The  sentiments  of  antiquity  and  those  of  men  in  mod- 
ern days  proved  the  justice  of  these  conclusions. 

With  regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  respecting  his  being  entitled  to  be  a 
citizen  of  the  Union,  or  of  any  individual  State  of  it,  because  he  had  qualified  himself  to 
be  a  citizen  of  one  of  them,  Mr.  Lewis  said  was  a  mere  Imbble,  for  surely  the  gentleman 
was  not  one  of  the  mass  of  citizens  at  the  accomplishment  of  independence. 

The  doctrine  of  the  old  law,  which  the  gentleman  says  was  done  away  by  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  respect  to  aliens  may  have  been  so  with  regard  to  the  British  king;  it  was  still, 
however,  virtually  in  Ibrcc  against  the  gentleman.  But,  supposing  it  to  be  done  away, 
how  do  the  constitutions  of  the  diflerent  States  stand  on  this  head?  Is  it  not  inipliecl 
by  all  of  them  that  certain  oaths,  residence,  and  propt»rty  make  the  requisites  to  form 
citizenship?  In  Ma.ssachusetts  a  foreigner  is  not  a  citizen  without  he  complies  with  those 
terms.  [Here  he  quoted  page  70  of  the  small  volume  of  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  Hir 
also  cited  the  act  in  favor  of  John  Jarvis  and  others;  also  page  104  of  the  same  1x)ok  and 
pages  191  and  192.]  From  these  he  maintained  that  no  suoii  wild  idea  was  ever  contem- 
plated by  either  the  law  of  Massachusetts  or  Virginia  as  to  admit  foreigners  or  ])er8ous 
from  other  States  to  citizenship  immediately  on  their  entrance  within  their  limits. 

The  situation  of  the  sitting  member  with  respect  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
Pennsylvania  he  had  little  doubt  was  similar  to  what  he  had  mentioned  in  I'egard  to  the 
other  States,  although  he  would  not  assert  it  as  a  fact.  [He  rca<l  the  forty-second  setv 
tion  and  also  in  page  43  of  the  liiiw  of  Pennsylvania,  13th  of  March,  1789,  a  provi.so  which 
contains  some  precautions  requiring  records  to  be  kept  by  the  master  of  the  rolls  of  the 
persons  admitted  to  citizenship.  ]  The  same  principle  pervades  all  the  States  as  well  as  it 
does  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  absurdity  of  applying  it  in  any  other 
sense  was  severely  pictured  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  to  admit  the.  idea  advanced  by  the  sitting 
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member  was  as  inadmissible  as  it  was  novel.  In  support  of  what  be  wished  to  impress 
on  the  minds  of  the  Senate  Mr.  Lewis  quoted  the  first  volume  of  the  Journals  of  Congress 
in  1774  and  1775,  pages  28  and  29.  He  then  recurred  to  Blackstone,  vol.  1,  pages  63, 64, 
and  69;  also  73  and  79. 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  quote  the  parliamentary  laws  of  England  in  support  of  any- 
thing, but  such  parts  of  their  common  law  as  could  be  got  over — that  common  law  of 
England  which  was  imported  by  our  ancestors  and  handed  down  to  them  by  the  people, 
not  the  Parliament.  The  people  had  made  the  common  law  from  time  to  time.  The 
Saxons,  Normans,  &c.,  were  all  concerned  in  making  and  improving  it  until  it  had 
finally  reached  that  degree  of  perfection  in  which  it  was  given  to  us  by  our  ancestors,  and 
it  was  founded  in  wisdom  and  justice. 

Mr.  Lewis  next  quoted  first  Blackstone,  402,  which  was  one  of  the  British  laws  that  had 
never  been  admitted  in  this  country  and  which  he  hoped  never  would,  viz:  That  wherein 
the  distinction  is  drawn  between  the  commoner  and  the  peer,  an  oath  being  required  of 
the  commoner  upon  all  occasions,  and  no  more  than  "  ujwn  my  honor"  from  a  peer,  ex- 
cept in  giving  evidence  in  civil  or  criminal  trials. 

Mr.  Lewis  concluded  by  saying  that  the  difficulties  which  stood  between  Mr.  Gallatin 
and  his  seixt  were  insurmountable  and  could  not  be  removed  without  showing  a  law  of 
Massachusetts,  Virginia,  &c.,  repealing  those  laws  in  regard  to  the  qualification  of  citi- 
zens which  he  had  mentioned,  but  which  repeal  he  was  certain  did  not  exist.  He  there- 
lore  stated  that  to  insist  upon  the  gentleman's  right  to  a  seat  was  1>oth  novel  and  absurd. 
These  were  his  opinions,  which  he  had  given  in  a  perfectly  extempore  way,  not  having 
been  allowed  time  nor  expecting  to  meet  the  subject  on  the  new  ground  which  it  had  this 
day  taken  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  he  would  pledge  himself  to  the  Senate  to  prove  that  the  grounds  of 
his  arguments  and  his  construction  of  the  confederation  and  laws  of  the  States  was 
neither  novel  nor  absurd,  except  in  Mr.  Lewis's  construction  of  them,  but  had  been  ad- 
mitted in  many  instances.  However,  as  the  common  law  of  England  was  now  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Lewis,  which  was  new  ground  to  him,  and  as  the  hour  of  adjournment 
was  nearly  approaching;  he  would  beg  leave. to  make  his  reply  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  further  consideration  of  this  subject  was  postponed  unUl  to-morrow. 

Fbiday,  February  21,  1794. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of 
Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gallatin  commenced  his  defense  by  laying  down  the  principles  on  which  he  in- 
tended to  argue.  His  was  a  very  serious  situation  for  a  person  to  be  placed  in  who  had 
been  so  long  in  America  and  who  had  mingled  with  the  inliabitants  in  the  common 
cause,  that  he  should  al'terwards  be  called  belbre  so  solemn  a  tribunal  with  an  intention 
to  wrest  from  him  his  right  of  citizenship.  He  confessed  that  on  this  occasion  his  feel- 
ings were  deeply  interested,  particularly  as  the  manner  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecutors 
was  so  personal  and  went  not  only  to  deny  him  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
but  even  to  contest  his  citizenship  and  denounce  him  as  being  yet  an  alien. 

This  was  a  matter  of  consequence  to  many  thousands  as  well  as  himself  who  have  long 
considered  themselves  in  possession  of  all  the  privilege  of  denizens  and  yet  may  be  de- 
prived of  their  rights  if  the  doctrines  of  the  counsel  for  the  prosecutors  should  obtain  any 
sanction  from  the  body  who  were  now  to  judge  of  its  merits. 

Mr.  Grallatin  entered  into  a  series  of  observations  on  the  various  points  of  law,  &c., 
which  had  been  adduced  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  he  particularly  remarked  that  the  common 
law  of  England  was  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  subject  under  consideration.  He  read 
the  laws  of  Virginia  respecting  naturalization,  &c.,  from  which  he  insisted  that  he  had 
long  since  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  also  quoted  firat  Blackstone,  page 
374,  and  Viner's  Abridgment,  Vol.  II,  page  266,  respecting  the  different  acceptations  of  den- 
izen and  citizen,  and  he  went  back  so  far  as  the  Bri  tish  statutes  in  1 740  to  show  the  intention 
of  the  old  government  was  to  naturalize  all  persons  who  would  go  and  reside  in  the  Col- 
onies. He  next  mentioned  the  act  of  l*ennsylvania  of  31st  of  August,  1778,  and  com- 
mented on  the  principles  generally  entertained  by  most  writers  on  the  subjects  of  alle- 
giance and  citizenship — Blackstone,  266,  &c. 

An  alien  is  a  man  born  out  of  the  allegiance  of  the  king.  But  allegiance  in  England 
is  not  an  allegiance  to  the  country  or  to  society  as  it  is  understood  in  this  country. 

In  order  to  explain  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  he  observed  that  when  the  two  crowns 
of  England  and  Scotland  were  united  under  James  the  inhabitants  of  Scotland  became 
natunilized  in  England  as  if  they  had  been  natural-bom  subjects  of  that  country.  The 
allegiance  in  Britain  was  personal  to  the  king,  and  it  has  there  this  remarkable  quality 
that  by  the  British  laws  allegiance  can  never  be  shaken  off. 

Tftis  coi^itry,  before  the  Revolution,  owed  allegiance  to  the  king,  but  that  was  de- 
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stroyed  by  the  Declaration  of  iDdependence,  and  then  the  inhabitants  of  tie  Statn 
became  mutnally  citizens  of  every  State  reciprocally;  and  they  oontinned  so  until  sach 
time  as  the  States  made  laws  of  their  own  afterwards  respecting  naturalization. 

As  soon  as  separate  governments  existed  allegiance  was  due  to  each,  and  here  the  al- 
legiance was  a  reality,  it  was  to  the  Government  and  to  society,  w'hereas  in  Britain  it  is 
merely  fictitious,  being  only  to  one  man. 

Every  man  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  American  Revolation  was  a  citizen  accord- 
ing to  the  great  laws  of  reason  and  of  nature,  and  when  afterwards  positive  laws  were 
made  they  were  retrospective  in  regard  to  persons  under  this  predicament;  nor  did  tboesc 
posterior  laws  invalidate  the  rights  which  they  enjoy  under  the  Confederation. 

Mr.  Gallatin  here  mentioned  his  having  been  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts  before 
October,  1780,  and  he  also  observed  that  the  law  passed  in  that  State  was  decisive  agamst 
the  common  law  of  England. 

In  quoting  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  which  were  passed  in  1785  and  afterwards,  for 
naturalizing  John  Gardner  and  James  Martin,  he  remarked  that  they  clearly  implied 
that  even  a  natural-born  subject  who  had  not  acted  in  the  Revolution  and  an  ahs^tee 
was  not  entitled  to  citizenship.  He  likewise  took  notice  of  the  case  of  Mr.  William 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  against  whose  election  as  a  Representative  in  Congress  a  p^i- 
tion  was  presented  by  Dr.  Ramsey,  although  the  decision  of  South  Carolina  on  that  sub- 
ject was  exactly  the  reverse  of  Massachusetts. 

In  speaking  of  the  difficulties  that  occurred  in  explaining  the  terms  citizen  and  alien 
he  ran  over  a  number  of  cases  and  asked  whether  if  a  person  had  arrived  in  the  United 
States  during  the  war,  from  Nova  Scotia  or  elsewhere,  and  had  taken  an  active  part 
against  the  enemy,  would  he  not  ))c  better  entitled  to  the  right  of  a  citizen  than  even 
those  who  afterwards  subscribed  to  the  acts?  The  counsel  for  the  prosecutors  had  ad- 
mitted that  a  person  who  had  been  one  of  the  mass  of  the  people  at  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  a  citizen.  On  the  same  principle,  until  a  law  passes  to  disprove  that 
a  man  who  wjis  active  in  the  Revolution  previous  to  the  treaty  of  peace  was  a  citizen  he 
must  be  one  ipso  facto. 

Mr.  Gallatin  next  read  a  quotation  from  the  first  volume  of  Woodison,  page  382,  an 
ICnglish  writer  who  acknowledged  that  all  persons  were  aliens  at  the  recognition  of  inde- 
pendence, and  that  is  a  more  liberal  construction  than  the  counsel  for  the  petitionera 
would  admit  of,  for  by  his  construction  our  sailors,  &c.j  ought  to  be  naturalized,  lest  they 
be  alarmed  by  the  British. 

The  new  Constitution  of  the  United  States  requires  certain  qualifications  fbrmembers 
of  Congress,  <S:c.,  but  it  does  not  deprive  persons  of  their  rights  who  were  actually  citi- 
zens before  this  Constitution  was  ratified  that  made  the  States  the  United  States. 
They  were  united  by  consent  before,  and  consequently  he  was  one  of  the  people  before 
the  United  vStates  existed. 

He  went  on  to  read  from  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts  and  several  other  States 
sundry  clauses  in  support  of  his  reasoning,  and  recapitulated  the  several  heads  of  Mr. 
Lewis's  arguments,  to  each  of  which  he  replied. 

Mr.  Gallatin  said  that  Mr.  Lewis  was  unfortunate  in  prodncing  the  law  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, lor  by  proving  too  much  he  had  proved  nothing,  for  the  forty-second  section  of  the 
constitution  is  retrospective  and  by  acknowledging  the  Articles  of  Confederation  to  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land  persons  who  were  reciprocally  citizens  before  are  still  left  in  full 
possession  of  the  right. 

So  far  from  any  dangerous  consequences  arising  on  my  construction  of  citizenship, 
said  he,  I  think  it  must  be  evident  that  there  is  more  danger  and  absurdity  in  the 
counsel's  own  constructions.  For  in  remarking  on  the  policy  of  nations  we  find  even 
slaves  have  been  enfranchised  by  the  great  republics  in  times  of  common  danger.  The 
policy  of  America  should  be  to  make  citizenship  as  easy  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
courasdng  population;  even  during  the  British  dominion  that  was  a  principle  laid  down, 
and  afterwards  it  was  attempted  to  be  varied;  it  is  made  one  of  the  principal  subjects  of 
complaint  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  where  it  is  expressly  said  that  the  king 
endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States  by  having  laws  made  to  obstruct 
the  naturalization  of  foreigners. 

If  there  was  any  dangerous  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  the  former  regala- 
tions  on  this  subject  they  are  all  remedied  by  the  new  Constitution. 

Therefore  no  ill  consequence  or  absurdity  can  follow.  The  author  of  the  Federalist 
supports  this  principle  in  Vol.  II,  i)age  54,  for  he  says  that  it  is  a  oonstmction  scarcely 
avoidable  that  citizens  of  each  of  the  States  are  mutually  so  in  all  of  them. 

The  first  wonls  in  the  Constitution,  "We,  the  people,"  furnished  another  argument 
in  support  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  principles,  which  he  turned  to  great  advantage,  still  draw- 
ing an  inference  to  show  that  Mr.  Lewis's  construction  of  the  subject  was  moat  liable  to 
difticulties  and  to  mischievous  consequences. 

He  concluded  hy  obser>'ing  that  if  there  was  any  disfranchising  clauses  in  Uic  Consti- 


ALBERT   GALLATIN.  63 

tution  of  the  United  States  tending  to  deprive  citizens  of  antecedent  rights,  all  snch 
clauses  must  be  construed  favorably,  and  were  evidently  on  his  side.  With  regard  to  a 
sentence  that  had  been  added  by  the  advice  of  counsel  to  the  affidavit  of  Pelatiah  Webster, 
he  made  some  remarks  which  tended  to  establish  his  own  personal  character,  which  he 
trusted  would  be  found,  when  traced  back  to  his  nativity,  to  stand  the  test;  and  that  his 
right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  would  also  stand  upon  an  equally  just  foundation. 

Mr.  Lewis  denied  ever  having  seen  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Webster  until  it  was  shown  him 
at  the  time  the  examination  before  the  committee  was  going  forward. 

Mr.  Gallatin  recriminated  that  the  clause  of  which  he  took  notice  was  not  in  the  afli- 
da\'it  when  Mr.  Webster  brought  it  to  the  committee,  and  that  he  had  permitted  it  to  be 
added  with  great  reluctance.  It  was  only  the  recital  of  a  few  words  which  passed  be- 
tween Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Wel)ster  in  jest  some  years  since,  wherein  Mr.  Gallatin  had 
ironically  said  his  name  was  Sidney,  probably  alluding  to  some  essays  that  had  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  under  that  signature  which  have  been  generally  attributed  to  the  pen 
of  another  gentleman  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Jackson,  in  order  to  bring  the  merits  of  the  subject  directly  before  the  Senate, 
said  he  would  move  a  resolution  that  would  have  that  efl'ect;  but  upon  Mr.  Lewis's  ob- 
serving that  he  had  not  yet  closed  his  arguments,  and  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Butler,  from 
South  Carolina,  who  said  he  would  second  Mr.  Jackson's  motion  hereafter,  it  was  with- 
ilniwn  for  the  present. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  February  22, 1794. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition 
f/f  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of 
the  United  vStates. 

The  greater  part  of  the  day  was  taken  up  by  Mr.  Lewis's  pleadings,  wherein  he  en- 
tered into  a  very  extensive  field  of  reasoning,  and  quoted  a  great  nutnber  of  authorities 
in  support  of  the  principles  on  which  he  had  set  out  last  Thursday,  and  to  prove  that 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of  that  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  not  duly  qualified  for  the  office  of  a  Senator,  and 
therefore  he  trusted  that  the  honorable  Senate,  upon  mature  reflection,  would  vacate  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Gallatin  closed  his  defense  in  a  short  speech,  wherein  he  quoted  Vattel,  page  167, 
and  explained  the  forty-second  section  of  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  the  libenil  con- 
struction of  which,  he  said,  was  in  his  favor,  and  the  construction  contended  for  by  the 
counsel  absurd.  He  finished  by  reading  a  passage  from  Lord  Bacon's  works  to  show 
that  where  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  laws  it  should  operate  in  favor  of  the  defendant, 
and  he  accordingly  made  no  doubt  but  that  the  Senate  would  validate  his  election. 

Ordvrcd,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  motion  was  made  as  follows: 

*'  Reaolvedy  That  Albert  Gallatin,  returned  to  this  House  as  a  member  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  duly  qualified  for,  and  elected  to,  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States." 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed  until  Monday  next,  and 
that  a  number  of  copies  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  First  Confederation  of  United  States 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senatte. 

Monday,  February  24,  1794. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  the  22d  instant,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  election 
of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  j  and, 

After  progress, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  February  25, 1794. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  the  22d  instant,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States;  and. 

After  progress. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  February  26,  1794. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  the  22d  instant,  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  respecting  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  ol  the  United  States;  and. 

After  progress, 

Qrderedj  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
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Thubsdav,  February  21,  1794. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  consideration  of  the  motion,  made  the  22d  inntant,  on  tho 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Lauh  and  others,  respecting  the  elci*- 
iion  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States;  and, 

After  progress, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Friday,  February  28,  17J)4. 

The  Semite  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  22d  instant,  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  Conrad  l^uband  othcre,  respecting  the  electionof  Mr.  Gullathi 
to  l>e  a  Senator  of  the  Tnited  States,  and, 

On  the  question  to  a^ee  to  the  motion,  as  follows: 

*'  Resolved^  That  AllxTt  Gallatin,  returned  to  this  House  as  a  member  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ls  duly  qiialitled  for,  and  elected  to,  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States/' 

It  passe<l  in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  11;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bradley,  Hrown,  llurr,  llutler,  Edwards,  Gunn,  Jackson,  Langdon, 
Martin,  Monroe,  Kobinson.  and  Taylor. 

Nays — M<*ssrs.  Bradford.  C^ilnit,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Hawkins,  Izard, 
King,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Kemlral,  That  the  election  of  All)ert  (iallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 
was  void,  he  not  having  lK*rn  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  term  of  years  required 
as  a  qualification  to  lie  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 

A  motion  was  made  to  divide  the  question  at  the  word  ''void;**  and 

On  motion  to  agrin*  to  the  llrst  paragraph  of  the  motion  so  divided,  it  poased  in  the 
affirnuitive — yeas  M,  nays  12;  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Itradford,  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Hawkins,  Izard, 
King,  Livermore,  Mitchell,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Gunn,  Jackson,  Langdon, 
Martin,  Monroe,  Itobinson,  and  Taylor. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

**  Rrmtrrd,  That  the  election  of  All>ert  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 
was  void,  he  not  having  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  term  of  years  required  as 
a  qimlitication  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,'' 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  12;  as  follows: 

Yeah — Messrs.  Bnidford.  Cabot,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Hawkina,  Izard, 
King.  Livermore,  Mit<*hell,  Morris,  Potts,  Strong,  and  Vining. 

Nayh — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Edwards,  Gunn,  Jackson,  Langdon, 
Martin,  Monroe,  Hobinson,  and  Taylor. 

Remtlred,  Tliat  an  attestcil  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  declaring  the  electioQ 
of  Albert  Gallatin  to  be  void,  be  transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  to  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

REPORT  or  rOMMITTEE  ON   ELECTIONS. 

[This  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Bradley,  Ellsworth,  Mitchell,  Rutherford,  Brown, 
Livermore,  and  Taylor.] 

Tlie  re[iort  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  above  referred 
to,  and  nuulc  on  the  10th  instant,  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Conrad  Lftoband 
others,  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin  as  a  Senator  of  the  United 
StatcM  for  the  ^Xnt:  of  Pennsylvania,  report: 

That  they  have  liad  the  same  under  consideration,  and,  having  given  due  notice,  as 
well  the  petitioneni,  by  their  agent,  Michael  Schmyser,  as  the  said  Mr.  Gallatin  ap- 
pemre<l  before  them,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  the  following  evi<lence  was  pTX>- 
dnced,  to  wit: 

Robert  Morris,  rM|.,  Iieing  duly  sworn,  deposeth:  **That  during  the  war  two  of  his 
man  went  to(teneva  for  their  education,  and  that  at  that  place  they  became  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  iViends  of  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin,  who  had  gone  fur  America,  and  they 
being  solicntou^  to  hear  of  his  safety,  desired  Mr.  Morris's  sons  to  write  to  their  father  to 
make  inquiry  and  give  the  information  he  should  obtain.  That  rre«|uently  afterwards  he 
rr<'ei\ed  letters  for  Mr.  (iallatin  from  Eunitie,  whieh  he  always  sup|Kw<*d  to  come  from 
thefrieoflsofMr.  (tallatin  in  Geneva  HesuppliedMr.  tiailatln  with  money  for  a  bill  npon 
lx>ndon,  and  there  supiMMed  the  funds  to  pay  the  same  wen*  remitted  from  Geneva.     Mr. 

Morris  paid  Mr.  Gallatin  about  one  thousand  guim^is,  by  order  of  Measm. 

A  Co.,  bankers  in  Paris,  believing  always  that  th^  were  reimbacved  lh>m  QcnevA.    Mr. 
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Morris  does  not  recollect  dates,  not  having  for  a  long  while  seen  any  of  the  letters  that 
on  the  subject ;  he  does  not  know  the  place  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  nativityi  bat  from 
ral  course  of  the  circumstauces  which  came  under  his  observation  he  always  did 
miyyuac  he  was  bom  in  Geneva. 

**  Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  January  22, 1794." 

Nathaniel  Cabot  Higginson,  esq. ,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth :  ^  ^  That  he  does  not  know 
directly  anything  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  being  a  foreigner  or  native;  that  he  recollects  know- 
ing him  by  reputation  and  sight  at  Boston,  in  one  of  the  years  1781,  1782,  or  1783,  and 
that  he  was  generally  reputed  to  be  a  foreigner.  This  deponent  believes  that  Mr.  Galla- 
tin then  taught  the  French  language,  and  did  not  speak  the  English  with  facility;  and 
fhrther  recollects  that  Mr.  Gallatin  was  resident  there  Or  thereabouts  a  considerable 
time.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  never  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, but  founds  his  belief  with  respect  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  not  speaking  the  English  with 
fJM^ility  on  the  information  received  from  others. 

**Swom  to  and  subscribed,  January  22, 1794." 

Mr.  John  Breakbill,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  :  ''  That  last  winter,  being  a  member 
of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  previous  to  the  election  of  Senator  for  the  State  ot 
Pennsylvania,  I  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  his  citizenship  would  not  admit  his  being  a 
Senator;  what  were  his  reasons  for  making  the  declaration  I  cannot  say;  I  tbok  it  he 
did  not  wish  to  be  elected.  This  declaration  by  Mr.  Gallatin  was  made  at  a  meeting  of 
a  number  of  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature,  held  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing 
who  should  be  set  up  as  a  candidate.  The  deponent  further  says  he  does  not  recollect 
Mr.  Gallatin's  assigning  any  other  reason  for  his  backwardness  to  serve  as  a  Senator  than 
the  want  of  citizenship. 

**  Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  January  22, 1794." 

Henry  Kammerer,  esq.,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies:  "That  last  winter,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  previous  to  the  election  of  Senator  for  the 
said  State,  at  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  State  legislature  to  agree 
upon  a  candidate  to  fill  said  office,  I  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  when  his  name  was  proposed, 
*As  for  my  name,  it  is  out  of  the  question ;  I  have  not  been  a  citizen  long  enough  to  en- 
title me  to  serve  in  that  station. '  That  at  a  second  meeting  for  the  same  purpose  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  again  proposed  as  a' proper  person  for  a  candidate,  and  then  the  deponent 
understood  (not  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  but  from  some  of  the  members  of  assembly  then 
present)  that  the  doubt  about  his  citizenship  was  then  put  to  rights;  and  then  it  was 
almost  unanimously  agreed  to  put  up  Mr.  Gallatin's  name.  That  on  the  morning  suc- 
ceeding Mr.  Gallatin's  election  the  deponent  heard  it  observed  that  notwithstanding  Mr. 
Gallatin's  election  he  could  not  take  his  seat,  in  consequence  of  his  declaration  that  he 
had  not  been  long  enough  a  citizen.  That  he  the  same  day  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, who  said  that  he  had  made  this  declaration  under  a  mistaken  idea  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  have  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  but  that  upon  examining 
the  Constitution  he  had  found  that  to  have  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
was  sufficient,  and  that  he  had  been  above  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or 
words  to  that  effect. 

**  Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  January  22, 1794." 

Pelatiah  Webster,  being  duly  qualified,  testifies:  "That  eleven  years  ago  last  summer 
I  let  my  house  in  Philadelphia  to  Mary  Linn,  who  proposed  to  take  lodgers;  I  reserved 
apartments  for  myself  and  boarded  with  her.  Soon  after  Mr.  Savery  and  Mr.  Gallatin 
took  lodgings  of  her  and  continued  a  number  of  months  there.  Mr.  Savery  spoke  no 
English;  Mr.  Gallatin  spoke  good  English  and  served  as  interpreter  for  him.  They 
appeared  to  be  well-bred  gentlemen,  and  their  conduct  was  agreeable  and  conciliating, 
and  they  soon  gained  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  family.  I  do  not  know  that  they 
ever  declared  their  country,  but  we  all  supposed  they  were  French,  and  of  course  the 
people,  customs,  and  country  of  France  often  made  the  topic  of  fireside  chat.  In  one  of 
these  transient  conversations  Mr.  Gallatin  took  occasion  to  say  that  his  knowledge  of 
French  affairs  was  not  very  perfect,  for  he  was  not  a  native  "of  France,  nor  had  ever  re- 
sided long  in  that  country,  but  was  from  Geneva.  No  one  interesting  circumstance  made 
any  further  inquiry  necessary,  nor  do  I  recollect  that  he  made  any  more  explication  of 
the  subject. 

'-  N.  B.  Mr.  Gallatin  once  said  that  his  original  name  was  not  Gallatin,  but  I  think  he 
said  it  was  Sidney,  but  this  conversation  was  in  drollery,  and  not  in  earnest,  as  I  con- 
ceived at  the  time  of  speaking  from  the  manner  and  air  of  his  speaking  thereon. 

*  *  Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  January  28, 1794. " 

Mr.  John  Smilie,  member  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  United  States,  being 
sworn,  saith:  **  That  at  a  meeting  of  sundry  members  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
previous  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  election  as  a  Senator  of  the  Unit^  States,  that  gentleman  was 
mentioned  as  a  proper  person  to  fill  the  said  office;  at  which  time  Mr.  Gallatin  started 
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tome  doubt  respecting  his  being  qualified,  but  in  what  words  the  deponent  does  not 
recollect. 

**  That  the  deponent  did  not  understand  upon  what  the  doubt  was  founded,  though  he 
thinks  from  something  said  by  Mr.  Gallatin  that  it  related  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  citizeiuhip, 
for,  as  the  deponent  conceived,  the  conversation  proceeded  from  t  hat  kind  of  modesty 
which  gentlemen  usually  feel  upon  having  their  names  proposed  upon  such  occasions,  be 
did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it,  and  that  his  reason  lor  forming  this  opinion  was  his 
having  frequently  observed  gentlemen  to  make  excuses  in  similar  situations,  and  ftom  his 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  modesty  of  disposition.  When  being  asked  whether  be  ever 
heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  that  he  had  not  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  nine  yean 

Erevious  to  his  election,  the  deponent  replies  he  never  did.  Upon  being  asked  by  Mr. 
ewis,  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  what  he  had  ever  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  touching  his 
citizeoriiip,  the  deponent  replies  that  a  considerable  time  subsequent  to  Mr.  GallatinV 
election  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  conversations  with  the  deponent,  expressed  an  opinion  that  he 
was  qualified  with  respect  to  citizenship.  What  else  did  yon  ever  hear  Mr.  Gallatin  say 
with  respect  to  his  citizenship?  The  deponent  answers  that  he  recollects  having  heard 
him  say  something  with  respect  to  the  laws  of  Ma.H8achu!4ett4  not  requiring  an  oath  of  alle- 
giance at  the  time  of  his  giving  his  opinion  as  aforesaid.  Did  yon  ever  hear  Mr.  Gallatin 
say  he  was  bom  in  Europe?  The  deponent  replies  that  he  does  not  recollect  Mr.  Galla- 
tin'm  saying  that  he  was  bom  in  Europe,  but  that  be  has  heanl  &Ir.  Gallatin  speak  of 
himself  as  a  Genevan,  mention  his  family  in  Geneva,  and  in  conversations  with  him  hath 
always  understood  him  to  be  of  Geneva.  Did  yon  ever  hear  Mr.  Gallatin  mention  the 
time  of  his  coming  into  America?  He  replies  that  he  thinks  Mr.  Gallatin,  about  a  year 
past,  mentions  that  he  had  been  then  thirteen  years  in  this  country,  and  that  be  wa» 
nineteen  years  old  when  he  came.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Gallatin  say  when  or  where  he 
took  the  oath-of  allegiance?  He  replies  he  heard  Mr.  Gallatin  say  that  he  took  the  oath 
of  nlltxiance  in  Virginia,  but  as  to  the  time  the  deponent  cannot  be  precise,  but  bethinks, 
if  he  can  recollect,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  did  mention  to  him,  though  he  cannot  be  certain; 
but  it  was  not  nine  years  before  he  was  elected.  That  the  deponent  thinks  Mr.  GaUaUn*s 
dout)t.H  respecting  his  citizenship  were  founded  on  this  ground,  the  witness  referring  in 
thiM  iMirt  of  his  testimony  to  the  meeting  before  mentioned,  when  these  doubts  were  ez- 
presse<l;  but  he  cannot  specify  the  time  of  !^Ir.  Gallatin's  having  mentioned  to  him  the 
circumstance  of  his  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

"Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  January  28, 1794. '^ 

Mr.  Thomas  Stokely,  being  sworn,  depoeethand  saith:  '*  That  some  few  days  before  a 
Senator  was  chosen  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  a  meeting  was  had  to  fix  on  a  proper 
perm)n  to  represent  the  State  in  that  office;  sundry  persons  were  started  as  candidatea, 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Gallatin,  who,  upon  his  being  named,  observed  that  there  waie 
many  other  persons  more  proper  to  fill  that  office;  and  also  observed  that  there  might  be 
doubts  as  to  his  citizenship,  tnough  the  deponent,  from  the  length  of  time,  and  not  as- 
liecting  to  have  been  called  upon,  retains  too  slight  an  impression  of  what  then  in— e< 
to  be  able  to  recollect  the  words  with  precision.  That  at  a  subsequent  meeting  for  the 
same  purpose  Mr.  Gallatin  was  finally  agreed  to  be  nominated,  and  the  deponent  beaid 
no  objection  stated  thereto,  either  by  Mr.  Gallatin  (who  was  present)  or  any  other  person. 
'Swora  to  and  subscribed,  February  1,  1794.'' 

The  liefore-recited  evidence  being  introduced  and  closed  on  the  part  of  the  petition- 
ern,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  asked  whether  he  had  any  testimony  to  produce  on  his  part,  to 
which  he  gave  the  following  answer  in  writing,  to  wit: 

"The  (x>mmittee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub,  &c,,  was  referred,  having  io- 
fomietl  me  that  the  petitioners  had  close<l  their  evidence,  and  asked  me  *  whether  I  had 
any  testimony  to  produce  on  my  side,'  I  answer  that  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  not 
HufHcient  matter  charged  in  the  petition  and  proved  by  the  testimony  to  vacate  my  seal; 
that  by  the  resolution  appointing  the  committee  the  petition  is  referred  to  them  to  state 
the  facts,  *  without  pr^udice  as  to  any  questions  which  may,  upon  the  hearing,  be 
raised  by  the  sitting  member  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  parties  and  the  matter  charged 
in  the  petition; '  that  upon  the  hearing,  and  in  the  present  stage  of  the  same,  the  qnea- 
tion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  matter,  as  above  stated,  is  raised  by  me;  that  I  conceive  mm 
the  evident  constraction  of  the  resolution  I  have  a  right  to  have  that  quesUon  decided 
Uy  the  Senate;  that  until  the  same  shall  have  been  decided  I  do  not  wish  to  be  at  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  collecting  evidence  at  a  great  distance;  and  therefore  that  atpne- 
eut  I  do  not  mean  to  produce  any  testimony,  reserving,  however,  to  myself  the  ri^bi 
which  I  conceive  I  have  to  produce  any  testimony  in  my  favor  aAer  the  said  qocsuoo 
shall  have  been  decided  by  toe  Senate,  in  case  it  is  decided  against  me. 

"au;i:kt  gallatik.'* 

Which  being  duly  read  and  considered,  the  committee  came  to  the  following  moln* 
tion,  to  wit: 

**  Whereas  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners  having  been  closed,  and  it  ap- 
pearing that  Mr.  Gallatin  was  an  alien  in  the  year  1780,  and  his  auwer  in  wxHbif  ••- 
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(dgning  reasons  why  he  should  not  adduce  evidence  on  his  part  in  the  present  stage  of 
the  inquiry  not  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  sufficient, 

^^ Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  now  incumbent  on  Mr.  Gallatin 
to  show  that  he  has  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  when." 

Which  resolution  being  read  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  he  informed  the  committee  he  should 
rely  on  the  ansv\«T  he  had  before  given. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Senate  by  the  committee. 

And  subjoined  is  the  statement  of  facts  exhibited  by  Mr.  Gallatin  and  agreed  to  be- 
tween him  and  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  as  mentioned  the  20th  instant: 

''Albert  Gallatin  was  born  at  Geneva  on  the  29th  dayof  Jannary,  1761.  He  left  that 
place  for  the  United  States  in  April  or  May,  1780;  arrived  in  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  14th 
or  15th  of  July  of  the  same  year,  and  has  ever  since  resided  within  the  United  States. 
In  October,  1780,  he  removed  from  Boston  to  Machias,  in  the  Province  of  Maine,  in  which 
place  and  its  neighborhood  he  resided  one  year,  and  commenced  a  settlement  on  a  tract 
of  vacant  land.  During  that  time  he  furnished  out  of  his  own  funds  supplies  amounting 
in  value  to  more  than  sixty  ponnds  Massachusetts  currency  to  Col.  John  Allen,  who  was 
the  commanding  officer  stationed  there,  and  also  superintendent  of  Indian  afihirs  for 
the  Eastern  department,  for  the  use  of  the  American  troops,  and  on  several  occasions 
acted  as  a  volunteer  under  the  same  officer's  command.  For  the  said  supplies  he  re- 
ceived one  year  after  a  warrant  on  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  he 
sold  at  a  considerable  depreciation.  In  October,  1781,  he  returned  to  Boston,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1782  was,  by  a  vote  of  the  corporation  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  other- 
wise called  Harvard  College,  chosen  instructor  of  the  French  language  of  the  said  uni- 
versity. By  the  same  vote  he  was  allowed  a  room  in  the  college,  the  privilege  of  the 
commons  at  the  tutor's  table,  the  use  of  the  library,  and  also  the  right  of  having  his  pay, 
which  depended  on  the  voluntary  subscription  and  attendance  of  the  students,  collected 
by  the  steward  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  other  charges  against  the  students 
for  board  and  education.  Those  terms  he  accepted  and  remained  in  that  station  for  the 
term  of  one  year.  In  July,  1783,  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  November  of  the 
siime  year  proceeded  to  Virginia,  in  which  State  he  had  purchased  more  than  one  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  and  amounting  to  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  Virginia  currency 
in  value,  sometime  between  July  and  November,  1783.  Between  this  last-mentioned 
period  and  the  month  of  October,  1785,  he  purchased  other  lands  in  the  said  State  to  a 
very  large  amount,  and  in  the  said  last-mentioned  month  he  took  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  said  State.  In  December,  1785,  he  purchased  the  plantation  in  Fayette  County,  in 
Pennsylvania,  on  which  he  has  lived  ever  since.  In  October,  1789,  he  was  elected  member 
of  the  convention  to  amend  the  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  October,  1790, 1791, 
and  1792,  he  was  elected  member  of  the  legislature  of  the  same  State.  On  the  28th  of 
February,  1793,  he  was  chosen  Senator  to  represent  the  said  State  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  took  his  seat  in  December  following." 
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[Fonrth  Congress — ^Fiist  session.] 

HUMPHREY  MARSHALL, 
Senator  from  Kentuchf  from  March  4,  1795,  to  March  4,  1801. 

In  February,  1796,  the  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  s>ovemor  of  Keu- 
tucky  and  a  memorial  from  the  Representatives  of  said  State,  which  memorial  stated  that  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1795,  a  pamphlet  was  published  by  Qeori^  Muter  and  Bei^amin  Sebastian  (two  judges  of  the 
court  of  appeals),  in  which  they  said  that  Humphrey  Marshall  had  had  a  suit  in  chancery  in  Mud 
court  of  appeals,  in  which,  it  appearing  manifest  from  the  records  and  documents  that  he  liad 
committee!  a  gross  fraud,  the  court  had  given  a  decree  against  him ;  and  that  in  the  course  of  the 
investigation  he  had  been  publicly  charged  with  perjury.  The  memorial  further  stated  that  the  said 
representatives  did  not  mean  to  grive  an  opinion  on  the  Justice  of  the  said  charge,  but  requested 
that  an  investigation  relative  thereto  might  take  place.  Mr.  Marshall  was  also  solicitous  that  an 
investigation  of  the  subject  should  lake  place  in  the  Senate.  It  was  determined  that  the  memorial 
could  not  be  sustained;  also  that  as  the  Constitution  does  not  give' jurisdiction  to  the  Senate  the 
consent  of  the  party  cannot  give  it,  and  that  therefore  the  said  memorial  ought  to  be  dismissed. 

Tne  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  rdat* 
ing  to  it  from  the  Annals  of  Congress,  4th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  1796-*96,  within  pages  47-09. 

Friday,  February  26,  1796. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  with  divers  papers  accompanying  the  same. 
The  letter  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  February  29,  1796. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Marshall, 

''That  the  letter  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Kentneky,  with  divers  papers  ac- 
companying the  same,  communicated  to  the  Senate  on  the  26th  instant,  be  referred  to  a 
committee. '' 

It  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  consideration  uf  the  motion  until  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  2,  1796. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  on  the  29th  of  February 
respecting  the  letter  and  papers  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky;  and 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Livermore,  Hoss,  King,  Rutlierfhrd,  and 
Strong  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Friday,  March  11,  1796. 

Mr.  Livermore  reported  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the 
governor  and  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  the 
papers  accompanying  them;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  March  15,  1796. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  of  the  governor  and  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  with  the  papers  accompanying  them;  and, 

Afler  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  16,  1796. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  letter  of  the  governor  and  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  tide  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  be  further  postponed. 

Thursday,  March  17, 1796. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  from  the  governor  and  the  memorial  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  which  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Livermore,  Ross,  King,  Rutherford,  and  StroQg.] 

That  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  Kentucky  state  in  their  memorial  that 
in  February,  1795,  a  pamphlet  was  published  by  Oeorge  Muter  and  Bengamin  Sebastian 
(who  were  two  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals),  in  which  they  say  that  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall had  a  suit  in  chancery  in  the  said  court  of  appeals,  in  which  it  appearing  tni^tiifia^ 
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from  the  oath  of  the  oomplainantf  from  disinterested  testimony,  from  reoordi,  from  doc- 
nments  furnished  by  himself,  and  from  the  contradictions  contained  in  his  own  answer, 
that  he  had  committed  a  gross  fraud,  the  court  gave  a  decree  against  him;  and  that  in 
the  course  of  the  investigation  he  was  publicly  charged  with  perjury.  That  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, in  a  publication  in  the  Kentucky  Gazette,  called  for  a  specification  of  the  charge; 
to  which  the  suid  George  Muter  and  Benjamin  Sebastian,  in  a  like  publication,  replied 
that  he  was  guilty  of  perjury  in  his  answer  to  the  bill  in  chancery  exhibited  against 
him  by  James  Wilkinson,  and  that  they  would  plead  justification  to  any  suit  brought 
against  them  therefor.  That  no  such  suits,  as  the  said  representatives  could  learn,  had 
been  brought.  The  said  representatives  further  say  that  they  do  not  mean  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  justice  of  the  said  charge,  but  request  that  an  investigation  may  imme- 
diately take  place  relative  thereto. 

Your  committee  observe  that  the  said  suit  was  tried  eighteen  months  before  Mr. 
Marshall  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  that  previous  to  his  election  mutual 
accusations  had  taken  place  between  him  and  the  judges  of  the  said  court  relating  to 
the  same  suit. 

The  representatives  of  Kentucky  have  not  furnished  any  copy  of  Mr.  Marshall's  an- 
swer on  oath,  nor  have  they  stated  any  part  of  the  testimony,  or  produced  any  of  the 
said  records  or  documents',  or  the  copy  of  any  paper  in  the  cause,  nor  have  they  intimated 
a  design  to  bring  forward  those  or  any  other  proo&. 

Your  committee  are  informed  by  the  other  Senator  and  two  Bepresentatives  in  Con- 
gress from  Kentucky  that  they  have  not  been  requested  by  the  legislature  of  that  State 
to  prosecute  this  inquiry,  and  that  they  are  not  possessed  of  any  evidence  in  the  case, 
and  that  they  believe  no  person  is  authorized  to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  solicitous  that  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject  should  take  place 
in  the  Senate,  and  urges  the  principle  that  consent  takes  away  error,  as  applying  on  this 
occasion,  to  give  the  Senate  jurisdiction;  but,  as  no  person  appears  to  prosecute,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  adduced  to  the  Senate,  nor  even  a  specific  charge,  the  committee 
thiuk  any  further  inquiry  by  the  Senate  would  be  improper.  If  there  were  no  objec- 
tions of  this  sort,  the  committee  would  still  be  of  opinion  that  the  memorial  could  not 
be  sustained.  They  think  that  in  a  case  of  this  kind  no  person  can  be  held  to  an- 
swer for  an  infamous  crime  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  juiy,  and 
that  in  all  such  prosecutions  the  accused  ought  to  be  tried  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the 
State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed.  If,  in  the  present  case, 
the  party  has  been  guilty  in  the  manner  suggested,  no  reason  has  been  alleged  by  the 
memorialists  why  he  has  not  long  since  been  tried  in  the  State  and  district  where  he 
committed  the  ofiense.  Until  he  is  legally  convicted,  the  principles  of  the  Constitution 
and  of  the  common  law  concur  in  presuming  that  be  is  innocent.  And  the  committee 
are  compelled,  by  a  sense  of  justice,  to  declare  that  in  their  opinion  this  presumption 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Marshall  is  not  diminished  by  the  recriminating  publications  of  two 
men,  who  take  no  pains  to  conceal  their  personal  resentment  against  him. 

Whatever  motives  induced  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  above-mentioned  publications,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  as  the 
Constitution  does  not  give  jurisdiction  to  the  Senate  the  consent  of  the  party  cannot 
give  it,  and  that  therefore  the  said  memorial  ought  to  be  dismissed. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report  imtil  to-morrow,  it  passed  in 
the  negative;  and, 

After  debate,  on  motion  to  reconsider  the  question  for  postponement,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  to  expunge  all  the  words  from  *4f  in  the  present  case,**  inclusive,  to  the 
end  of  the  report,  a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  part  proposed  to  be  struck  out  by 
expunging  these  words:  '*of  two  men  who  take  no  pains  to  conceal  their  personal  re- 
sentment," and  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion  was  not  in  order. 

A  motion  was  made  to  divide  the  original  motion  for  striking  out,  and  retain  the  words 
from  ^'  if  in  the  present  case,*'  inclusive,  to  the  word,  ^^  innocent,"  at  the  end  of  ^e  first 
paragraph;  and. 

After  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Feiday,  March  18,  1796. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  ot  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  letter  from  the  governor  and  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  together  with  the  motion  made 
thereon,  and  under  debate  yesterday;  and  a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  motion  by 
expunging  from  the  report  all  that  follows  the  words,  ^'  the  memorial  could  not  be  sus- 
tained;" and. 

After  debate,  the  Senate  a<^oumed. 

Satubdat,  March  19, 1796. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonslderatioii  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was 
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referred  the  letter  from  the  gDvemor  and  the  memorial  of  the  xepreeentatiTet  of  the 
State  of  Kentadcy,  with  the  papers  accompany ing  them;  alao  the  motion  made  thereon 
and  under  debate  yesterday,  together  with  the  motion  for  amendment  byexpongingihnn 
the  report  all  that  follows  the  words,  "the  memorial  could  not  be  sustained;"  and  a 
motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  report  and  the  motions  made  thereon,  and  to  take  into 
consideration  the  following  resolution: 

''Whereas  the  honorable  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentacky  have, by  their  me- 
morial transmitte<l  by  the  governor  of  said  State,  informed  the  Senate  that  Humphrey 
Marshall,  a  Senator  from  the  said  State,  had  been  publicly  charged  with  the  crime  of 
peijury,and  requested  that  an  inquiry  might  be  thereupon  instituted,  in  which  request 
the  said  Humphrey  MarsluiU  ban  united;  and  it  being  highly  interesting, as  well  to  the 
honor  of  the  said  State  as  to  that  of  the  Senate,  and  an  act  of  justice  due  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  said  Humphrey  Marshall  that  such  inquiry  should  be  had:  Therefore, 

*^Bcsoire<l^  That  the  Senate  will  proceetl  to  the  examination  of  the  said  charge  on 
the day  of  the  next  session  of  ConKress;  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  a  convic- 
tion or  acquittal  in  the  oniinary  courts  of  justice  of  the  sxtid  State  would  be  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  on  thisixvasion;  but  that  if  thisshould  not  1>e  attainable  by  reason 
of  any  act  of  limitation  or  other  legal  impediment,  such  other  evidence  will  be  received 
as  the  nature  of  the  cose  may  admit  and  require. 

*^Be$olved,  That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  the  governor  of  the  said  State." 

After  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Monday,  Jfanh  21,  1796. 

The  Senate  resumed  thecousidenitionof  the  motion,  made  on  the  19th  instant,  to  post- 
pone the  report  of  the  <'oniniittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  governor 
and  the  memorial  of  the  repn*sentatives  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  the  papers  ac- 
companying them,  together  with  the  motions  of  amendment  made  thereon,  in  order  to 
consider  the  following  resolution: 

**  Whereas  the  honorable  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  have,  by  their  memo- 
rial, transmitted  by  the  governor  of  thes^iid  State,  informetl  the  Senate  that  Humphrey 
Marshall,  a  Senator  from  the  said  State,  had  been  publicly  charged  with  the  crime  of 
perjury,  and  re<inested  that  an  inquiry  might  l>c  thereupon  instituted,  in  which  request 
the  said  Humphrey  Marshall  lias  united;  and  it  iMMng highly  interesting,  as  well  to  the 
honor  of  the  said  State  as  to  that  of  the  Senate,  and  an  act  of  justice  dne  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  said  Huniphn^y  Marshall  that  such  intiuiry  shonld  1)e  had:  Therefore, 

*' J2rsn/rr(/,  Tliat  the  S^'uate  will  pn)ceed  to  the  examinati<m  of  the  said  charge  on 
the day  of  the  next  session  of  Congress;  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  a  con- 
viction or  ac(|uittat  in  the  oniinary  <*ourts  of  justice  of  the  said  State  would  be  therooet 
satislactory  evidem*e  on  tliisoci^osion;  but  that,  if  this  should  not  be  attainable,  by  reason 
of  any  act  of  limitation  or  other  le^al  impe<liuient,  such  other  evidence  will  be  received 
as  the  nature  of  the  rase  may  admit  and  n*quire. 

*'  RemUral^  That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  the  governor  of  the  said  State.'* 

.\nd  on  the  question  for  postponement,  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  7,  nays  17; 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Bnrr,  I^ngdon,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  T^uewell. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Foster,  Frelinghnysen,  Gnnn,  Henry, 
Liatimer,  Livermore,  Martin,  Paine,  Head,  I^iss,  Kutherfurd,  Strong,  TmmbolU  >Ad 
Vining. 

TlESDAY,  3farch  22,  1796. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reixirt  of  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  from  the  governor  and  the  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  with  the  inpers  niTompanying  them. 

()n  the  question  to  expunge  these  wonls:  **  if  there  were  no  objections  of  this  sort,  the 
committee  would  still  be  of  opini<m  that  the  memorial  could  not  1m*  sustained,"  ilpaflsed 
in  the  negative. 

Go  the  qnestion  to  expunge  the  following  words: 

'*  They  think  that  in  a  (rose  of  this  kind  no  person  can  l>e  held  to  imswer  for  an  infii- 
mons  crime  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jur>',  and  that  in  all  sach 
prosecntions  the  accused  ought  to  be  tried  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district 
wherein  the  crime  slmll  liave  been  committ<Hl.  If  in  the  present  case  thepartv  hasbeen 
guilty  in  the  nmnner  suggested,  no  reason  has  been  alleged  why  he  has  not  long  since 
been  tried  in  the  State  and  district  where  he  committed  the  offense.  Until  be  ia  legally 
ooovicted,  the  prim'iples  of  the  Constitution  and  of  the  common  law  concur  in  preMtin- 
ing  that  he  is  innocent**— 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  next  paragraph  to  read  as  follows: 
And  the  oommtttee  are  oompelled  by  a  tense  of  justice  to  declare  that  in  their  opin- 
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ion  this  presumption  in  favor  of  Mr.  Marshall  is  not  diminished  by  recriminating  publi- 
cations, which  manifest  strong  resentment  against  him. ' ' 

And  on  the  question  to  expunge  the  paragraph  as  amended,  it  passed  in  the  negatiye. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  last  clause  of  the  report  to  read  as  follows: 

'^And  they  are  also  of  opinion  that  as  the  Constitution  does  not  give  jurisdiction  to 
the  Senate  the  consent  of  the  party  cannot  give  it;  and  that  therefore  the  said  memo- 
rial ought  to  be  dismissed." 

On  motion  to  expunge  the  clause  last  agreed  to  be  amended,  it  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  7,  nays  16;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Blood  worth,  Burr,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and  Tazewell. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Henry,  Lat- 
imer, Livermore,  Paine,  Read,  Koss,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Vining. 

Mr.  Brown  requested  and  was  excused  from  voting  on  the  question. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  last  paragraph  but  two  of  the  report,  begin- 
ning with  the  words  "  if  in  the  present  case,"  by  inserting  the  words  '*  by  the  memori- 
alists" after  the  word  ''alleged." 

On  the  question  to  adopt  the  report  as  amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  16, 
nays  8;  as  follows^ 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Cabot,  Foster,  Frelinghuysen,  Gunn,  Henry,  Lat- 
imer, Livermore,  Paine,  Read,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Strong,  Trumbull,  and  Vining. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Langdon,  Martin,  Mason,  Robinson,  and 
Tazewell. 

So  the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

EEPORT  as  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  governor  and  the  memorial 
of  the  representatives  of  Kentucky,  with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  report: 

That  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  Kentucky  state  in  their  memorial  that 
in  February,  1795,  a  pamphlet  was  published  by  George  Muter  and  Benjamin  Sebastian 
(who  were  two  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals),  in  which  they  say  that  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall had  a  suit  in  chancery  in  the  said  court  of  appeals,  in  which  it  appearing  manifest 
from  the  oath  of  the  complainant,  from  disinterested  testimony,  from  records,  from  doc- 
uments furnished  by  himself,  and  from  the  contradictions  contained  in  his  own  answer, 
that  he  had  committed  a  gross  fraud,  the  court  gave  a  decree  against  him;  and  that  in 
the  course  of  the  investigation  he  was  publicly  charged  with  perjury.  That  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, in  a  publication  in  the  Kentucky  Gazette,  called  for  a  specification  of  the  charge; 
to  which  the  said  George  Muter  and  Benjamin  Sebastian,  in  a  like  publication,  replied 
that  he  was  guilty  of  perjury  in  hisanswer  to  the  bill  in  chancery  exhibited  against  him  by 
James  Wilkinson,  and  that  they  would  plead  justification  to  any  suit  brought  against  them 
therefor  That  no  such  suit,  as  the  said  representatives  could  learn,  had  been  brought. 
The  said  representatives  further  say  that  they  do  not  mean  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
justice  of  the  said  charge,  but  request  that  an  investigation  may  immediately  take  place 
relative  thereto. 

Your  committee  observe  that  the  said  suit  was  tried  eighteen  months  before  Mr. 
Marshall  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  that  previous  to  his  election  mutual 
accusations  had  taken  place  between  him  and  the  judges  of  the  said  court  relating  to 
the  same  suit. 

The  representatives  of  Kentucky  have  not  furnished  any  copy  of  Mr.  Marshall's  an- 
swer on  oath,  nor  have  they  stated  any  part  of  the  testimony,  or  produced  any  of  the 
said  records  or  documents,  or  the  copy  of  any  paper  in  the  cause,  nor  have  they  inti- 
mated a  design  to  bring  forward*  those  or  any  other  proofs. 

Your  committee  are  informed  by  the  other  Senator  and  the  two  Representatives  in 
Congress  from  Kentucky  that  they  have  not  been  requested  by  the  legislature  of  that 
State  to  prosecute  this  inquiry,  and  that  they  are  not  possessed  of  any  evidence  in  the  case, 
and  that  they  believe  ho  person  is  authorized  to  appear  on  behalf  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  solicitous  that  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject  shall  take  place  in 
the  Senate,  and  urges  the  principle  that  consent  takes  away  error,  as  applying,  on  this 
occasion,  to  give  the  Senate  jurisdiction;  but,  as  no  person  app^rs  to  prosecute,  and 
there  is  no  evidence  adduced  to  the  Senate,  nor  even  a  specific  charge,  the  committee 
think  any  further  inquiry  by  the  Senate  would  be  improper.  If  there  were  no  objec- 
tions of  this  sort,  the  committee  would  still  be  of  opinion  that  the  memorial  could  not 
be  sustained.  They  think  that  in  a  case  of  this  kind  no  person  can  be  held  to  answer 
for  an  infamous  crime  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  and  that 
in  all  such  prosecutions  the  accused  ought  to  be  tried  by  an  impar^l  jury  of  the  State 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed.  If,  in  the  present  case,  the 
party  has  been  guilty  in  the  manner  suggested,  no  reason  has  been  alleged  by  the  me- 
naorialists  why  he  has  not  long  since  been  tried  in  the  State  and  district  where  he 
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mitted  the  offeDS^  UdUI  he  is  legally  convicted,  the  prindpleaoftheOoiiBtitotloQ  and 
of  the  common  law  concur  in  presoming  that  he  ia  innocent.  And  the  committee  are 
eompelled,  by  a  senne  of  justice,  to  declare  that  in  their  opinion  the  presnmption  in 
&Tor  of  Mr.  Marshall  is  not  diminished  by  the  recriminating  publications,  which  mani- 
ftst  strong  resentment  against  him. 

And  they  are  also  of  opinion  that  as  the  Constitution  does  not  give  jurisdiction  to 
the  Senate  the  consent  or  the  party  cannot  give  it;  and  that  theiemie  the  said  memo- 
xial  ought  to  be  dismissed. 

Bctcived,  That  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  be  reqnestad  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  tlie  foregoing  report  to  the  governor  of  Kentocky. 
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[Fourth  Congress — First  session.  ] 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT  and  WILLIAM  COOKE, 

of  Tennessee. 

The  history  of  the  casoaa  here  griven  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
relating  to  it  from  the  Annals  of  Congress,  4th  Cong.,  1st  sees.,  vol.  1, 1795-*96, and  found  within 
pages  83-122.  The  ca.se  simply  sho%vs  that  Messrs.  Blount  and  Cocke  were  not  admitted  to  seats  in 
the  Senate  on  papers  presented  to  the  Sehate  May  9, 1790,  and  purporting  to  be  credentials  of  being 
duly  elected  Senators  from  the  State  of  Tennessee.  It  does  not  show  why  they  were  not  admitted. 
There  is,  however,  an  allusion  to  a  pending  ''bill  proposing  to  admit  the  Southwestern  Territory* 
Into  the  Union,"  which  bill  was  not  approved  until  June  1, 1796.  From  this  it  may  be  inferred 
that  Messrs.  Blount  and  Cocke  were  not  admitted  to  their  seats  because  the  papers  purporting  to  be 
their  credentials  of  election  were  of  earlier  date  than  that  of  the  admission  of  Tennessee  into  the 
Union.  Mr.  Dlount  and  Mr.  Cocke  were  again  elected  August  2, 1790,  by  the  legislature  of  Tennes- 
see, after  its  admission  as  a  State,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  Sepate  December  0, 1790. 

Monday,  May  9,  1796. 

On  motion  that  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  appointment  of  William  Blount  and 
William  Cocke,  respectively,  to  seats  m  the  Senate,  should  be  read,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  motion  be  postponed  till  to-monow. 

Tuesday,  May  10,  1796. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  paper,  purporting  to  be  the  appointment  of 
William  Blount  and  William  Cocke  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  respectively,  be  postponed 
until  Friday  next. 

Saturday,  May  21,  1796. 

A  letter,  signed  William  Cocke,  purporting  that  he  is  appointed  a^Senator  for  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  was  presented  and  read. 
Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  May  23,  1796. 

A  letter,  signed  William  Blount  and  William  Cocke,  was  rend,  stating  that  they  have 
been  duly  and  legally  elected  Senators  to  represent  the  State  of  Tennessee  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion, 

*'That  Mr.  Bloant  and  Mr.  Cocke,  who  claim  to  be  Senators  of  the  United  States,  be 
received  as  spectators,  and  that  chairs  be  provided  for  that  purpose  until  the  final  decis- 
ion of  the  Senate  shall  be  given  on  the  bill  proposing  to  admit  the  Southwestern  Terri- 
tory into  the  Union," 

A  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  consideration  thereof  to  a  committee;  and  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  original  motion,  it  passed  in  the  afiirmative — yeas  12,  nays 
11 ;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Blood  worth.  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Foster,  Henry,  Langdon,  Martin, 
Potts,  Robinson,  Tattnall,  and  Tazewell. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Gunn,  Latimer,  Livermore,  Marshall,  Read,  Ross, 
Butherfurd,  Strong,  and  Trumbull. 

Wednesday,  June  1,  1796. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Martin  that  it  be 

**B€9otv€d^  That  the  Hon.  William  Blount  and  William  Cocke,  esquires,  who  have 
produced  credentials  of  being  duly  elected  Senators  for  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be  ad- 
mitted to  take  the  oath  necessary  for  their  qualification,  and  their  seats  accordingly," 

Ordered,  That  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Blount  and  Mr.  Codce, 
be  read. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nays  11;  as  follows: 

Yeas —  Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Burr,  Butler,  Gunn,  Langdon,  Martin,  Robinson, 
Tattnall,  and  Tazewell. 

Nays^  Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Foster,  Latimer,  Livermore,  Marshall,  Pottt, 
Read,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  and  Trumbull. 
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[Fifth  Congrefis— First  seflsion.] 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT, 
Senator  from  Tennessee  from  December  6, 1796,  to  July  8,  1797. 

Mr.  Blount  was  expelled  from  the  Senate  on  July  8, 1797,  as  **  having  been  goWiy  of  a  high  misde- 
meanor." An  account  of  his  impeachment,  which  was  a  proceeding  distinct  from  the  ezpnlalon 
case  here  given,  is  found  in  the  Annals  of  Congress,  5th  CongMlst  and  2d-8ess.,  vol.  1, 1707-*98,withm 
pages  39  to45,  and  Ahnalsof  Congress,  2d  and  3d  sess.,  vol.  2, 1796-'99,  pages  2245  to  2416.  The  dedsioo 
in  the  impeachment  trial  was  that  *'  the  court  ought  not  to  hold  jurisdiction  of  the  said  impeachment 
and  that  the  said  impeachment  is  dismissed,"  the  groiuds  on  which  the  decision  rested  not  being 
given. 

TV.vt  account  of  the  expulsion  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
8.  nuio  relating  to  it  from  the  Annals  of  Congress, 5th  Cong.,  1st  Mid  2d  sess.,  vol.  l,1797-*96,  within 
pages  33  to  45. 

Monday,  July  3,  1797. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States: 

OenUcmen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives: 

The  whole  of  the  intelligence  which  has  for  some  time  past  been  received  fromabrotd. 
the  correspondence  between  this  Government  and  the  ministers  of  the  belligerent  powers 
residing  here,  and  the  advices  from  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  civil  and  militarr, 
ai>on  the  i'rontiers,  all  conspire  to  show,  in  a  very  strong  light,  the  critical  sitnation  *ot 
our  country.  That  Congress  might  be  enabled  to  form  a  more  perfect  judgment  of  it, 
and  of  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken,  I  have  directed  the  proper  officers  to  prepare 
such  collections  of  extracts  from  the  public  correspondence  as  might  afford  the  clearest 
information.  The  reports  made  to  me,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  a  collection  of  documents  from  each  of  them,  are  now  communicated  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  I  have  desired  that  the  message,  reports,  and  documents  may  be 
considered  as  confidential,  merely  that  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  may  be 
apprised  of  their  contents  belbre  they  should  be  made  public.  As  soon  as  the  two  Houses 
shall  have  heard  them,  I  shall  submit  to  their  discretion  the  publication  of  the  whole  or 
any  such  parts  of  them  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  or  expedient  for  the  public  good. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

United  States,  Ju/y  3, 1797. 

The  message  and  papers  were  read. 

On  motion,  the  copy  of  a  letter  communicated  with  the  message  was  again  read,  in 
the  hearing  of  Mr.  Blount,  who  was  absent  when  it  was  read  the  firet  time;  and  who,  on 
being  requested  to  declare  whether  he  was  the  author  of  this  letter  or  not,  observed  that 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  Cary,  but  was  unable  to  say  whether  the  copy  was  a  correct  one  or 
not  without  recurrence  to  his  papers;  and  desired  that  he  might  have  until  to-moirow 
to  reply. 

Tuesday,  July  4,  1797. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  signed  William  Blount, 
purporting  that  it  was  necessary  for  him,  the  said  William  Blount,  to  have  further  time 
for  recurrence  to  his  papers  and  other  endence  to  remove  suspicion. 

Bcsolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
3d  instant,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  as  relates  to  a  letter  purporting  to 
have  been  written  by  William  Blount,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Teimessee,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  proper 
for  the  Senate  to  do  thereon  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sona, papers,  and  records  relating  to  the  subject  committed  to  them,  and  that  Messrs. 
Ross,  Stockton,  Henry,  Sedgwick,  and  Read  be  the  committee. 

Ordered y  That  the  Senate  be,  for  the  present,  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy  on  the 
papers  referred  to  in  the  above-mentioned  message. 

Wednesday,  July  5,  1797. 

Mr.  Ross,  from  the  committee  on  part  of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  3d  instant,  made  report;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  Vice-President  notify  William  Blount,  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  by  letter,  to  attend  the  Senate. 

The  Vico-President  accordingly  addressed  to  him  the  following  letter,  by  the  Door* 
keeper: 
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Senate  Chamber,  Jvly  5, 1707. 

Sib:  Ton  are  hereby  required  to  attend  the  Senate,  in  your  place,  without  delay. 
By  order  of  the  Senate. 

TH.  JEFFERSON, 
President  of  the  Senate. 
William  Blount,  Esq., 

Senator  from  the  State  of  Tennesaee, 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Besolvedy  That  the  letter  said  to  have  been  written  by  William  Blount,  togeth^ 
with  the  several  notes  that  passed  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  British  min- 
ister relative  to  the  said  letter,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members— 

It  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  of  this  motion  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  respecting  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  3d  instant,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  be  taken  off. 

The  Vice-President  acquainted  the  Senate  that  the  Doorkeeper  had  returned  his  letter 
addressed  agreeably  to  their  order  to  William  Blount,  as  on  inquiry  he  could  not  be  found. 

Thuesday,  July  6,  1797. 

Mr.  Boss,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage of  the  3d  instant  which  relates  to  a  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  Will- 
iam Blount,  esq.,  together  with  Uie  papers  accompanying  the  same,  made  a  further  re- 
port; which  was  read.     Upon  which, 

Mr.  Blount  read  in  his  place  a  declaration,  purporting  that  he  should  attend  in  his 
seat,  from  time  to  time,  to  answer  to  any  allegations  that  might  be  brought  against  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  rei>ort  of  the  committee  be  postponed  until  11 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Blount  that  he  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  subject-matter  of  this 
report, 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  motion  until  to-morrow,  and 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Blount  be  heard  by  counsel,  not  exceeding  two,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  11  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  ftimish  Mr.  Blount  with  attested  copies  of  such  papers  as 
he  may  point  out,  respecting  the  subject  this  day  reported  on  by  the  committee. 

Friday,  Jvlyl,  1797. 

Besolced,  That  the  instructions  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
President's  message  of  the  3d  instant  which  relates  to  a  letter  purporting  to  have  been 
written  by  William  Blount,  esq.,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  be 
amended  by  adding,  after  the  word  *^  records,"  the  following  words:  **  and  particularly 
the  papers  of  William  Blount,  esq. ' ' 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  above-mentioned  committee,  made  yesterday. 

On  motion  that  such  printers  as  may  request  it  be  accommodated-with  stands  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  to  enable  them  to  take  notes  of  their  proceedings  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Blount  notified  the  Senate  that  Jared  Ingersoll  and  Alexander  J.  Dallas  are  the 
counsel  he  has  employed,  agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  Senate  passed  yesterday. 

The  President  requested  Mr.  Blount  to  declare  whether  or  not  he  was  the  author  of  a 
letter  a  copy  of  which  was  communicated  with  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  3d  instant. 

Mr.  Blount  decline  to  answer. 

On  motion,  in  consequence  of  the  request  of  the  counsel  above  mentioned  that  they 
have  until  Monday  next  to  prepare  themselves  to  show  cause  why  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee should  not  be  adopt^,  after  debate  it  was  agreed  that  the  question  before  the 
Senate  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  special  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Saturday,  July  8,  1797. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred that  part  of  the  President's  message  which  relates  to  a  letter  purporting  to  have 
been  written  by  William  Blount,  esq.,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  the 
same. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Justice  Smith  was  desired  to  attend  and  administer  the  oath  to  such 
witnesses  as  might  be  adduced. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Ck>cke,  of  the  Senate,  being  sworn,  seveiallj  teitified, 
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on  iDfpection  of  the  letter  said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Blonnt,  thftt  it  wac  hit  luuidwzldn^ 
tbej  being  acquainted  therewith,  and  having  seen  him  write. 

The  President  then  said: 

**  William  Blonnt,  esq.,  you  have  now  an  opportunity,  agreeably  to  the  vote  of  Sen- 
ate, in  pursuance  of  your  own  request,  by  your  counsel,  to  show  cause  why  the  report  of 
the  committee  should  not  be  adopted.'' 

Mr.  Blonnt  was  heard  by  his  counsel,  Mr.  IngersoU  and  Mr.  Dallas;  and, 

After  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
the  next  session  of  Congress;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  7,  nays  19;  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Cocke,  Gnnn,  Martin,  Taasewell,  and  Tatnall. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bradford,  Foster,  Goodhue,  Henry,  Hillhoose,  Howard, 
Hunter,  Latimer,  Laurance,  Livermore,  J^iarshall,  Read,  Boss,  Ratherford,  Sedgwick, 
Tichenor,  Tracy,  and  Vining. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  rei>ort  of  the  committee,  as  follows : 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Ross,  Stockton,  Henry,  Sedgwick,  and  Read.] 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  President's  message  which  re- 
lates to  a  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  William  Blount,  esq.,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  together  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  hav- 
ing had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  beg  leave  to  make  a  Inrther  report: 

That  Mr.  Blount,  having  declined  an  acknowledgment  or  denial  of  the  letter  im- 
puted to  him,  and  having  fkiled  to  appear  to  give  any  satisfactory  explanation  respecting 
it,  your  committee  sent  for  the  original  letter,  which  accompanies  this  report,  and  it  is 
in  the  following  words: 

Colonel  King's  Ibon  Wobks, 

April  21,  1797. 

Deab  Cabet:  I  wished  to  have  seen  you  before  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  but  I  am 
obliged  to  return  to  the  session  of  Congress,  which  commences  on  the  15th  of  May. 

Among  other  things  that  I  wished  to  have  seen  you  about  was  the  business  Captain 
Chesholm  mentioned  to  the  British  minister  last  winter  at  Philadelphia. 

I  believe,  but  am  not  quite  sure,  that  the  plan  then  talked  of  will  be  attempted  this 
fall ;  and  if  it  is  attempted  it  will  be  in  a  much  larger  way  than  then  talked  of,  and  if 
the  Indians  act  their  part  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  succeed.  A  man  of  consequence 
has  gone  to  England  about  the  business,  and  if  he  makes  arrangements  as  he  expects  I 
shall  m>self  have  a  hand  in  the  business,  and  probably  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  busi- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  British.  You  are,  however,  to  understand  that  it  is  not  yet  quite 
certain  that  the  plan  will  be  attempted,  yet  you  will  do  well  to  keep  things  in  a  proper 
train  of  action  in  case  it  should  be  attempted,  and  to  do  so  will  require  all  your  manage- 
ment— I  say  require  all  your  management,  because  you  must  take  care  in  whatever  yoa 
say  to  Rogers  or  anybody  else  not  to  let  the  plan  be  discovered  by  Hawkins^  Dinsmore, 
Byers,  or  any  other  person  in  the  interest  of  the  United  States  or  Spain. 

If  I  attempt  this  plan  I  shall  expect  to  have  you  and  all  my  Indian  country  and  In- 
dian friends  with  me;  but  you  are  now  in  good  business,  I  hope,  and  you  are  not  to  risk 
the  loss  of  it  by  saying  anything  that  will  hurt  you  until  you  again  hear  from  me. 
Where  Captain  Chesholm  is  I  do  not  know;  I  left  him  in  Philadelphia  in  March,  and  he 
frequently  visited  the  minister  and  spoke  upon  the  subject;  but  I  believe  he  will  go  into 
the  Creek  Nation  by  way  of  South  Carolina  or  Georgia.  He  gave  out  he  was  going  to 
England,  but  I  did  not  believe  him.  Among  other  things  that  you  may  safdy  do  will 
be  to  keep  up  my  consequence  with  Watts  and  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  genenilly,  and 
you  must  by  no  means  say  anything  in  favor  of  Hawkins,  but,  as  often  as  you  can  with 
safety  to  yourself,  you  may  teach  the  Creeks  to  believe  he  is  no  better  than  he  should  be. 
Any  power  or  consequence  he  gets  will  be  against  our  plan.  Perhaps  Rogers,  who  has 
no  office  to  lose,  is  the  best  man  to  give  out  talks  against  Hawkins.  Read  the  letter  to 
Rogers,  and  if  you  think  it  best  to  send  it  to  him  put  a  wafer  in  it  and  forward  it  to  him 
by  a  safe  hand,  or  perhaps  you  had  best  send  for  him  to  come  to  you,  and  speak  to  him 
yourself  respecting  the  state  and  prospect  of  things. 

I  have  advised  you  in  whatever  you  do  to  take  care  of  yourself.  I  have  now  to  tell  you 
to  take  care  of  me,  too,  for  a  discovery  of  the  plan  would  prevent  the  success  and  much 
injure  all  the  parties  concerned. 

It  may  be  that  the  commissioners  may  not  run  the  line  ns  the  Indians  exi>ect  or  wish, 
and  in  that  ease  it  is  probable  the  Indians  may  be  taught  to  blame  me  for  making  the 
treaty.    To  sach  complaints  against  me,  if  such  there  are,  it  may  be  said  by  my  frienda, 
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at  proper  times  and  places,  that  Boublebead  confirmed  the  treaty  with  the  President  at 
Philadelphia,  and  receives  as  much  as  $5,000  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  the  nation,  over  and 
above  the  first  price;  indeed,  it  may  with  tmth  be  said  that,  thongh  I  made  the  treaty, 
that  I  made  it  by  the  instructions  of  the  President,  and,  in  fact,  it  may  with  truth  be 
said  that  I  was  by  the  President  instructed  to  purchase  much  more  land  than  the  Indi- 
ans would  agree  to  sell.  This  sort  of  talk  will  be  throwing  all  the  blame  off  me  upon  the 
late  President,  and  as  he  is  now  out  of  office  it  will  be  of  no  consequence  how  much  the 
Indians  blame  him.  Among  other  things  that  may  be  said  for  me  is  that  I  was  not  at 
the  running  of  the  line,  and  that  if  I  had  been  it  would  have  been  run  more  to  their  sat- 
isfaction. In  short,  you  understand  the  subject,  and  must  take  care  to  give  out  the 
proper  talks,  to  keep  up  my  consequence  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees.  Can't  Rogers 
contrive  to  get  the  Creeks  to  desire  the  Presidtot  to  take  Hawkins  out  of  the  nation? 
For  if  he  stays  in  the  Creek  Nation  and  gets  the  good- will  of  the  nation  he  can  and  will 
do  great  injury  to  our  plan.  When  you  have  read  this  letter  over  three  times,  then  bum 
it.  I  shall  be  at  Knoxville  in  July  or  August,  when  I  will  send  for  Watts  and  give  him 
the  whisky  I  promised  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

WILLIAM  BLOUNT. 

Two  Senators,  now  present  in  the  Senate,  have  declared  to  the  committee  that  they  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Blount,  and  have  no  doubt  that  this  letter 
was  written  by  him.  Your  conimittee  have  examined  many  letters  from  Mr.  Blount  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  a  number  of  which  are  herewith  submitted,  as  well  as  the  letter 
addressed  by  Mr.  Blount  to  Mr.  Cook,  his  colleague  in  the  Senate,  and  to  this  committee, 
respecting  the  business  now  under  consideration,  and  find  them  all  to  be  of  the  same 
handwriting  with  the  letter  in  question.  Mr.  Blount  has  never  denied  this  letter,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  when  the  copy  transmitted  to  the  Senate  was  read  in  his  presence,  on 
the  «3d  instant,  he  acknowledged  in  his  place  that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  Carey,  of 
which  he  had  preserved  a  copy,  but  could  not  then  decide  whether  the  copy  read  was  a 
true  one.  Your  committee  are  therefore  fully  persuaded  that  the  original  letter  now 
produced  was  written  and  sent  to  Carey  by  Mr.  Blount.  They  also  find  that  this  man 
Carey,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  is,  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Blount,  in  the  pay  and 
employment  of  the  United  States  as  their  interpreter  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Indians, 
and  an  assistant  in  the  public  factory  at  Tellico  Blockhouse.  That  Hawkins,  who  is  so 
often  mentioned  in  this  letter  as  a  person  who  must  be  brought  into  suspicion  among  the 
Creeks,  and  if  possible  driven  from  bis  station,  is  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for 
the  United  States  among  the  Southern  Indians;  Dinsmore  is  agent  for  the  United  States 
in  the  Cherokee  Nation;  and  Byers,  one  of  the  agents  in  the  public  factory  at  Tellico 
Blockhouse. 

The  plan  hinted  at  in  this  extraordinary  letter  to  be  executed  under  Ihe  auspices  of 
the  British  is  so  capable  of  different  constructions  and  conjectures  that  your  committee 
at  present  forbear  giving  any  decided  opinion  respecting  it^  except  that  to  Mr.  Blount's 
own  mind  it  appeared  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  of 
Spain,  and  he  was  therefore  anxious  to  conceal  it  from  both.  But  when  they  consider 
his  attempts  to  seduce  Carey  from  his  duty  as  a  faithful  interpreter,  and  to  employ  him 
as  an  engine  to  alienate  the  affections  and  confidence  of  the  Indians  from  the  public  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  residing  among  them ;  the  measures  he  has  proposed  to  excite  a 
temper  which  must  produce  the  recall  or  expulsion  of  our  superintendent  from  the  Creek 
Nation;  his  insidious  advice  tending  to  the  advancement  of  his  own  popularity  and  con- 
sequence, at  the  expense  and  hazard  of  the  good  opinion  which  the  Indians  entertain  of 
this  Government  and  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between  us  and  them,  your  committee 
have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Blount's  conduct  has  been  inconsistent  with  his  public  duty, 
renders  him  unworthy  of  a  further  continuance  of  his  present  public  trust  in  this  body, 
and  amounts  to  a  high  misdemeanor.  They  therefore  unanimously  recommend  to  the 
Senate  an  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Besolvedf  That  William  Blount,  esq.,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  baring 
been  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  entirely  inconsistent  with  his  public  trust  and  duty 
as  a  Senator,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  was  adopted — yeas  25,  nay  1 ;  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bingham,  Bloodworth,  Bradford,  Brown,  Cocke,  Foster,  Goodhue, 
Gnnn,  Henry,  HUlhouse,  Howard,  Hunter,  Latimer,  Laurance,  Livermore,  Martin,  Mar- 
shall, Read,  Ross,  Rutherfurd,  Sedgwick,  Tatnall,  Tichenor,  Tracy,  and  Yining.  ^ 

Mr.  Tazewell  voted  in  the  negative. 

So  it  was 

Be9olvedy  That  William  Blount,  esq.,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  having 
been  guUf  y  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  entirely  inconsistent  with  his  public  trust  and  duty 
as  a  Senator,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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Monday,  Julg  10, 1707. 

Ordrred,  Tbmt  the  Secretary  transmit  to  the  execatiTe  of  the  State  of  Tenncanee  an  at- 
tested copj  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  the  report  of  the  commitlee,  of  the  6tli 
instant,  ibr  the  expalsion  of  William  Bloant 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  hiy  before  the  President  of  the  United  States  an  attested 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  his  mesMge  of  the  3d  instant,  timnsaiitting  a 
letter  signed  William  Bloant,  directed  to  Mr.  Cai^. 
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[Tenth  Congress — First  session.] 

JOHN  SMITH, 
Benatorfrom  Ohio  from  October  26^  1803,  till  he  resigned j  April  25, 1808. 

November  27, 1807,  the  Senate  resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  it  was 
compatible  with  the  privileges  of  the  Senate  that  Mr.  Smith,  against  whom  bills  of  indictment  were 
found  at  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  Virginia  for  treason  and  misdemeanor,  should  be  per- 
mitted longer  to  have  a  seat  therein  ;  and  that  the  committee  inquire  into  all  the  facts  regarding 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Smith  as  an  alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  report  to  the  Senate.  Decem- 
bers!, the  committee  reported  that  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr  and  his  associates  was  of  such  a 
character,  and  that  its  existence  was  so  established  by  evidence,  that  it  was  incompatible  with  the 
privileges  of  the  Senate  that  any  person  engaged  in  it  should  be  permitted  to  hold  a  seat  in  (he  Sen- 
ate. The  committee  submit  to  the  Senate  the  evidence  collected,  and  leave  it  to  the  Senate  to 
determine  whether  the  facts  are  sufficient  to  substantiate  the  participation  of  Mr.  Smith  in  the 
conspiracy.  The  committee  reported  that  the  bills  of  indictment  found  against  Mr.  Smith  in 
the  United  States  circuit  court  at  Richmond  were  precisely  similar  to  those  found  ag^ainst  Aaron 
Burr;  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  certain  evidence  was  not  admitted  in  the  trial  of  Mr.  Burr, the 
jury  bad  found  that  he  was  "'  not  proved  to  be  ^^uiltv,  under  that  indictment,  by  any  evidence 
submitted  to  them  '*:  that  on  account  of  this  decision  the  counsel  for  the  United  States  abandoned 
the  prosecution  against  Mr.  Smith;  that  the  committee  was  not  disposed  to  question  the  correct- 
ness of  this  decision  on  a  case  of  treason  before  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  but  that  whether  the 
transactions  proved  against  Aaron  Burr  did  or  did  not  amount,  in  technical  language,  to  an  overt 
act  of  levying  war,  there  was  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  that  biit  for  the  vigilance  and 
energy  of  the  Grovernment  in  crushing  his  designs  they  would  have  resulted  in  war;  that  a  grand 
jury  had  charged  Mr.  Smith  with  being  an  accomplice  in  these  designs,  and  that  the  fact  that  undei 
the  circumstances  the  prosecution  against  Mr.  Smith  had  been  abandoned  did  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  remove  the  imputation  which  the  accusations  of  the  grand  jury  had  brought 
upon  him;  that  the  committee  would  not  permit  themselves  to  comment  upon  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted or  the  answers  which  Mr.  Smith  had  given  as  sufficient  for  his  justification,  but  that  they  felt 
compelled  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  a  resolution  that  by  bis  participation  in  the 
conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr  he  had  been  guilty  of  conduct  incompatible  with  his  station  as  a  Senator, 
and  that  he  be  expelled  therefor.  April  9, 1808,  after  long  debate  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  ret»> 
olution,  19  voted  yea  and  10  nay;  so  that,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  not  concurring  therein,  he  was 
not  expelled. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcriptof  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  10th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  with  the  reportof  the  committee  from  Annals  of  Con- 
gress, 10th  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  vol.  1,  pages  56-62. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Feiday,  Nwember  27,  1807. 

Tbe  Hon.  John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  attended. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolntion,  having  heen  amended,  was  agreed  to: 

'^  Resolved f  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  it  be  compatible  with 
the  honor  and  privileges  of  this  House  that  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Ohio,  against  whom  bills  of  indictment  were  found  at  the  circuit  court  of  Virginia,  held 
at  Richmond  in  August  last,  for  treason  and  misdemeanor,  should  be  permitted  any 
longer  to  have  a  seat  therein;  and  that  the  committee  do  inquire  into  all  the  &ct8  re- 
garding the  conduct  of  Mr.  Smith  as  an  alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  Senate." 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Adams,  Maday,  Franklin,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Pope,  Thmston, 
and  Anderson  be  the  committee. 

During  the  discussion  •f  the  preceding  resolntion, 

Mr.  Tiffin,  by  permission,  read  in  his  place  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  as  follows: 

Washington,  November  27,  1807. 

Dbab  Sis:  Just  having  heard  that  a  motion  is  pending  in  the  Senate  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  certain  charges  exhibited  against  me  at  Richmond  by  the  late 
grand  jury,  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  assure  the  Senate,  in  my  name,  that  nothing  will  afford 
me  more  pleasure  than  to  have  a  public  investigation  of  the  said  charges,  and  an  opi>OT- 
tunity  to  vindicate  my  innocence,  and  I  beg  you,  &om  your  seat,  to  make  this  state- 
ment. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  SMITH. 
Hon.  Mr.  TiFFlN. 

/[An  account  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  39-42  of  Annals  of  Congress  referred  to 
in  the  head-note.] 
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Monday,  Kavembrr  30,  1007. 

Mr.  Adams  stated  that  he  was  iDstrncted  by  the  committee  appointed  on  the  27tb 
ioatant  to  inqnire  into  the  coDduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  the  following  resolntion;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

"i?r^o/rrf/,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  canae  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  snch  information  as  may  be  in  his  possession  in  relation  ttf  the  con- 
dnet  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an  alleged  associate  of  Aaron 
Burr." 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolntion  before  the  President  of  the  United 
Statefl. 

Mr.  Adams,  fVom  the  same  committee,  also  stated  that  he  was  instmcted  to  snbmit 
to  the  Senate  the  following  resolntion;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

**Jiefo!r(d,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  27th  instant  to  inquire  and  report 
the  facts  respecting  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  aa  an 
alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr,  be  authorized  to  extend  their  inquiries  to  any  other 
facts  which,  in  their  opinion,  would  be  incompatible  with  his  duty  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  reoorda." 

Wednesday,  December  2,  1807. 

The  following  written  message  was  received  fh>m  the  President  of  the  United  8tKtei| 
by  Mr.  Coles,  lus  secretary: 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  the  request  made  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  NoTember 
:M)  I  muHt  inform  them  that  when  the  prosecutions  against  Aaron  Burr  and  hiaaaaoclatca 
were  in»titated  I  delivered  to  the  Attorney-General  all  the  evidence  on  the  tnl^ect, 
formal  iind  informal,  which  I  hnd  received,  to  be  used  by  those  employed  in  the  proa- 
ecutiouH.  On  the  receipt  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  I  referred  it  to  the  Attorn^- 
General,  with  a  request  that  he  would  enable  me  to  comply  with  it  by  putting  into  my 
hands  such  of  the  papers  as  might  give  information  relative  to  the  conduct  of  John 
Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an  alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr,  and 
having  this  moment  received  from  him  the  affidavit  of  Elias  Glover,  with  an  aaanxmnoe 
that  it  is  the  only  paper  in  his  possession  which  is  within  the  term  of  the  request  of 
the  Senate,  I  now  transmit  it  for  their  use. 

TO.  JEFFERSON. 

December  2,  1807. 

The  message  was  read. 

Ordered f  That  the  message  and  paper  therein  mentioned  be  referred  to  the  committM 
appointed  on  the  27th  of  November  last  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bmitli  aa  aa 
alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr. 

Friday,  December  4, 1807. 

Mr.  Adams  stated  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  appointed  to  inqnire  into 
the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  submit  the  fdUowiag 
resolution;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

**Reitoired^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith, 
a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  authorized  to  admit  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Smith.** 

Monday,  December  7, 1807. 

Mr.  Adams  stated  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  appointed  to  inqnire  into 
the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  submit  the  foUowing 
resolution;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

**Jic9oltedf  That  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  the  ikcta  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  fVom  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  authoriied  to  caaae 
to  be  printed,  under  their  inspection,  all  sueh  documents  and  papers  touching  the  •iib-> 
ject-matter  of  the  inquiries  on  which  they  have  been  appointed  as  may  aroear 
to  the  committee,  preTious  to  the  presentation  of  the  same  to  the  Senate.'* 

Tbubsday,  December  31, 1807. 

&lr.  Adama  stated  that  the  committee  appointed  on  the  27th  of  November  laal  **lo 
inqnire  whether  it  be  compatible  with  the  honor  and  privileges  of  this  Honae  thai  Jofaft 
Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  aaainat  whom  billa  of  indictment  w«r»  fiMmd 
at  the  circuit  court  of  Virginia,  held  at  Bidimond  in  August  last,  for  tnaaoo  and  mia- 
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deihieanor,  should  be  permitted  any  longer  to  have  a  seat  therein,"  were  ready  to  report, 
and  he  made  the  following  motion;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Ordered^  That  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  notified  by  the  Vice- 
President  to  attend  in  his  place. 

The  Vice-President  accordingly  notified  Mr.  Smith  in  the  words  following: 

**  SiE:  You  are  hereby  required  to  attend  the  Senate  in  your  place  without  delay. 
* '  By  order  of  the  Senate. 

'*GEO.  CLINTON, 

''President  of  the  Senate. 
John  Smith,  Esq., 

Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio.' ^ 


And  Mr.  Smith  attended. 

Whereupon, 

Mr.  Adams  made  report  from  the  committee  last  mentioned;  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion, 

Orderedj  That  three  hundred  copies  thereof  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Adams  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  further  report,  which  w&s  read. 

Orderedj  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

The  queries  addressed  by  the  committee  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  his  answers  to  the  same, 
were  read;  also  the  testimony  of  James  Taylor,  esq.,  and  Mr.  Smith's  letter  to  the  com- 
mittee relating  thereto. 

A  motion  ^^as  made  by  Mr.  Hillhouse  that  Mr.  Smith's  answers  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate;  and  objections  arising  thereon  that  the  said  answer  contained  excep- 
tionable matter  which  ought  not  to  be  printed. 

It  was  agreed,  by  consent  of  Mr.  Smith,  that  he  should  take  back  his  answers,  and 
expunge  such  exceptionable  matters,  and  that  the  answers  should  then  Ijc  printed, 
under  the  inspection  of  the  chairman  of  the  conmiittee. 

[An  account  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  62,  63  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred 
to  in  the  head-note.] 

BBPOBT  OP  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Adams,  Maday,  Franklin,  Smith  of  Maryland 
Pope,  Thruston,  and  Anderson.] 

Tour  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr  and  his  associates 
against  the  peace,  union,  and  liberties  of  these  States  is  of  such  a  character,  and  that  its 
existence  is  established  by  sach  a  mass  of  concurring  and  mutually  corroborative  testi- 
mony, that  it  is  incomx>atible,  not  only  with  the  honor  and  privileges  of  this  House, 
but  with  the  deepest  interests  of  this  nation,  that  any  person  engaged  in  it  should  be  per- 
mitted to  hold  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Whether  the  facts,  of  which  the  committee  submit  herewith  such  evidence  as,  UD^er 
the  order  of  the  Senate,  they  have  been  able  to  collect,  are  sufficient  to  substantiate  the 
participation  of  Mr.  Smith  in  that  conspiracy  or  not  will  remain  for  the  Senate  to 
decide. 

The  committee  submit  also  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Smith  and  them,  through  their  chairman,  in  the  course  of  their  meetings. 
The  committee  have  never  conceived  themselves  invested  with  authority  to  try  Mr. 
Smith.  Their  charge  was  to  report  an  opinion  relating  to  the  honor  and  privileges  of 
the  Senate  and  the  facts  relating  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Smith.  Their  opinion,  indeed, 
cannot  be  expressed  in  relation  to  the  privilege  of  the  Senate  without  relating,  at  the 
same  time,  to  Mr.  Smith's  ri^t  of  holding  a  seat  in  this  body;  but  in  that  respect  the 
authority  of  the  committee  extends  only  to  proposal,  and  not  to  decision.  But  as  he 
manifested  a  great  solicitude  to  be  heard  before  them,  they  obtained  permission  from  the 
Senate  to  admit  his  attendance,  communicated  to  him  the  evidence  in  their  possession 
by  which  he  was  inculpated,  furnished  him  in  writing  with  the  questions  arising  from 
it  which  appeared  to  them  material,  and  received  from  him  the  information  and  explana- 
tions herewith  submitted  as  part  of  the  facts  reported.  But  Mr.  Smith  has  claimed  as  a 
right  to  be  heard  in  his  defense  by  counsel,  to  have  compulsory  process  for  witnesses,  and 
to  be  confronted  with  his  accusers,  as  if  the  committee  had  been  a  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States.  But  it  is  before  the  Senate  itself  that  your  committee  conceived  it  j  ust  and 
proper  that  Mr.  Smith's  defense  of  himself  should  be  heard.  Nor  have  they  ooncelTed 
themselves  bound  in  this  inquiiy  by  any  other  rules  thim  those  of  natural  justice  and 
equity  due  to  a  brother  Senator  on  the  one  part,  and  to  their  country  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Smith  represents  himself  on  this  inquiiy  as  solitary,  friendless,  and  unskilled, 
ooQtemding  for  xig^tB  which  he  intimates  are  denied  him;  aaad  the  defender  of  Senatorial 
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privileges  which  he  oeemn  apprebensiw  will  be  refused  hiin  by  Seaatora,  liable,  eo  long 
HM  they  hold  their  oflSces,  to  have  hiis  case  made  their  own.  The  committee  are  not  nn- 
awure  that  in  the  viciasitudes  of  hamao  events  no  member  of  this  body  can  bi*  sure  that 
his  conduct  will  never  be  made  a  subject  of  intjuiry  uud  decision  before  the  iiMs^mbly  to 
which  he  belongs.  They  are  aware  that,  in  the  cours(>  of  proceeding  which  the  iSenate 
may  now  sanction,  its  meml)ers  are  marking  out  a  prece<U*nt  which  may  hereafter  apply 
Xo  thcm.<«elves.  They  are  sensible  that  the  principles  upon  which  they  have  acted  ought 
to  have  the  same  operation  upon  their  own  claims  to  privilojre  :isupon  tho^  of  Mr.  Smith: 
the  same  relation  to  the  rights  of  their  constituents  which  they  have  to  those  of  the 
lt'<{Ulature  which  he  represents.  They  have  (le<'i»nl  it  their  duty  to  advance  in  the 
pnigress  of  their  iuquiry  with  peculiar  care  and  delilK*ration.  They  liave  dealt  out  to 
.Mr.  Smith  tliat  measure  whit  h,  under  the  sup|Kksition  of  .similar  (irenmstanoes.  they 
would  be  coutent  to  lind  im|Kirted  to  themselves;  and  they  hav(>  no  hesitatitm  in  declar- 
ing that  under  such  imputations.  i*olori.Hl  by  such  cvi(lenc<%  tliey  shouhl  hold  it  asacxed 
obhi;ation  to  themselves,  to  their  fellow -S^'iuitors.  and  to  their  country  to  m«*et  them  by 
direct,  uncimditional  acknowle<iginent  ordenial.  wiiiiout  seeking  a  rciuue  tix>mthe  brood 
fiM'«'  of  day  in  the  labyrinth  of  technical  furms. 

In  examining  the  question  whether  tlK'st*  forms  of  judicial  pro<"«'e<liiij^  <ir  the  rolen 
of  judicial  evidcoce  ou^ht  Xo  In*  applie<l  tothecxereise  of  that  cen.Mirial  authority  which 
thi'  Senate  of  the  I'nitrd  States  po^o^essl•s  over  thr  conduct  of  its  nu'tiilM'rs,  let  usnMsume 
.if  the  t<»st  of  their  application  either  the  dictates  of  unfettered  re;u*on,  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Coastitution.  or  precedents  domestic  or  tbreip:n.and  your  i*ommittee))elie\e 
that  the  result  will  Ik'  the  s;ime;  that  the  jMiwcr  of  exjM-liin;:  a  ineml»er  munt,  in  itM  nat- 
ure, be  discretionary,  and  in  its  rxeniM'  always  more  summary  than  the  tardy  process  of 
judicial  tribunals. 

The  power  of  expelling  a  meiid>er  for  niiseonduct  results  on  the  principle**  of  (nmimon 
SCUM*  from  the  intercut  of  th«'  natitm  that  tht*  high  trust  of  legislation  should  l»e  inviitted 
in  pure  hands.  When  the  trust  is  dectivf  it  is  not  to  hv  pr<*suni«><I  that  the  constituent 
iKxiy  will  commit  the  deposit  to  the  keeping  of  \\ortlil«'xs  charact«'rs.  Ihit  when  a  man 
whom  his  tellow-citizeas  have  honon^d  with  their  contidi'iice  on  the  pU^lge  of  his  s)M>t- 
It'SH  reputation  has  dc^nidtil  hiins4>If  by  the  coniniis^ioii  nt'  intainous  crimes  which  bc^ 
rome  suddenly  and  unex]N>rt<*<lly  revcale<l  t(»  the  worhi.  dftrrtivc  indtHHt  wouUl  l>e  that 
institution  which  should  In*  impotent  to  discaid  fn>in  it>  bosom  th<>  contagicm  of  such  a 
member,  which  should  h.-ive  no  remedy  ol'  amputation  to  apply  until  the  poistm  hud 
reachwl  the  hi^rt. 

The  (|uestion  up<m  the  trial  of  a  criminal  cau.s**  iM'iore  the  c<mrts  of  (*ommon  law  is 
n<»t  l»etween  ^uilt  and  inmK'entt',  but  iM'twt^'ii  ^uili  :*iid  th(*]M)ssibility  of  innocence.  If 
a  doubt  win  ]M»ssibly  U*  rais<Hl,  either  by  the  iiiLCenuity  of  tin*  party  or  of  bis  i*ounsel,  or 
)»y  th(*  opiTation  of  genenil  ruU^  in  their  nntoirxt  <  n  .ip)»li(-ation  t(»  particular  cases,  that 
doubt  must  l>e  d(H*isivo  for  acquittal,  and  thr  xerdict  ot' not  guilty  )M'thai»s  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  mt*sins  no  more  than  that  the  guilt  of  the  paity  li.i-<  n(»i  In'<mi  demoustnited  in 
the  pn-iMs**.  spe^'itic,  an<l  na!n>w  forms  prt*«<TilM'<l  by  law  The  humane  spirit  of  the 
taws  niultiplies  the  l»amers  for  the  prete(*tion  ornintMcnn-  and  t'reidy  admit.s  that  these 
liarricp*  may  Ik*  abiL«M»<l  for  the  shelter  of  guilt.  It  a\i»\\*«  a  >tninji  ]mrtiality  favorable  to 
the  |M'rs(m  upon  tnat,  and  a<'kiiowlc<lg(>s  the  prel'crrnn  that  ten  guilty  sjionld  escape 
nither  tlian  that  one  inrnxi-nt  shoirtd  sufler.  The  intrrf-t  of  the  puliln*  that  a  particu- 
lar crim«»  should  1m»  puni<xhe<l  is  but  :4s  on«*  to  tm.  roin|»;irii!  with  the  interest  of  the 
pirty,  that  innocence  shouhllM' sjKire*!.  Aci|Uittal  inils  i'"«tons  the  |Kirty  to  the  com- 
mon rights  of  evt-ry other  citiz<'n;  it  n*stor<*s  him  to  no  public  trii^t;  it  invests  him  with 
no  pnblir  ctuitidfuct*;  it  substitutes  the  M*ntenre  of  nieii\  for  the  fliMmi  of  justice,  and 
t«)  the  i-yi's  ot'  iinp:irtial  reason  in  the  great  majority  of  ra-^--.  ni»i-t  U*  considere<i  rather 
iLS  a  p;iidon  than  a  justitic:ition. 

Kilt  %\ht-n  a  memlM'r  of  a  legislative  Unly  lies  under  tin*  ini])Utati<in  of  aggravated  of- 
fi'n<s-n  and  the  drterinination  ni¥m  his  faus4'  can  ofwratv  only  to  remove  him  from  a 
<«tation  of  «'xt«*nsive  |M)w«'r'»  andiniiMtrtant  iru^t,  thi*»  disproi»orti«m  Utween  the  intermt 
<if  the  puldic  and  the  inten-st  of  the  indi\idual  dis:kp{M'ar>.  it'  a:i\  di<*iiro|Hirtion  exists 
It  is  of  an  opp(»site  kind  It  i^^  not  >>ett<'r  that  ten  traitors  >«hould  U*  nieinticniof  this 
.Semite  than  tliat  <me  innocent  man  should  Hntfrr  ex]»u)^ion  In  fitht-r  caM>,  no  doubt, 
the  evil  would  he  ^reat.  Hut  in  th«'  former  it  woiiid  >tiik»-  ;tt  the  Mt.ils  of  the  nation; 
in  the  l.ittrr  it  might,  thouuh  d<*tM'\v  t.i  1m  l.iiiiinttd.  only  U*  the  calaiiiity  of  an  indi- 
vidual. 

By  thf  letter  of  the  Constitution  the  |)owcr  ot  expidling  a  member  is  given  to  etch 
of  the  two  I  Ioo.ses  of  Congress,  without  any  limitation  <»ther  than  that  which  reqnireta 
concam-n*"**  of  two-thinls  of  tlit-  votes  to  givi-  it  efl'ect. 

The  tfpint  of  the  Constitution  is  }M*rhaps  in  no  respe<*t  more  remarkable  than  in  the 
solicitude  which  it  has  maiiiti^t**d  to  M*cnre  the  purity  of  the  U*gislature  by  that  of  tbe 
elements  of  its  composition.     A  •|u.iliricati<»n  ••!  .i^e  !•>  mad*-  ueixssary  for  the  memben 
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to  iBsnre  the  matarilyof  their  judgment;  a  qualification  of  long  dtizenship  to  insure  a 
commanity  of  interests  and  affections  between  them  and  their  country;  a  qualification 
of  residence  to  provide  a  sympathy  between  every  member  and  the  portion  of  the 
Union  from  which  he  is  delegated;  and  to  guard,  as  far  as  regulation  can  guard, 
against  every  bias  of  personal  Interest  and  every  hazard  of  interfering  duties,  it  has 
made  every  member  of  Congress  ineligible  to  office  which  he  contributed  to  create,  and 
every  officer  of  thQ  Union  incapable  of  holding  a  seat  in  Congress.  Yet,  in  the  midst  of 
all  this  anxious  providence  of  legislative  virtue,  it  has  not  authorized  the  constituent 
body  to  recall  in  any  case  its  representative.  It  has  not  subjected  him  to  removal  by 
impeachment;  and  when  the  darliug  of  the  people's  choice  has  become  their  deadliest 
foe  can  it  enter  the  imagioation  of  a  reasonable  man  that  the  sanctuary  of  their  legisla- 
tion must  remain  polluted  with  his  presence  until  a  court  of  common  law  with  its  pace  of 
snail  can  ascertain  whether  his  crime  was  committed  on  the  right  or  on  the  left  bank  of 
a  river;  whether  a  puncture  of  difference  can  be  found  between  the  words  of  the  charge 
and  the  words  of  the  proof;  whether  the  witnesses  of  his  guilt  should  or  should  not  be 
heard  by  his  jury;  and  whether  he  was  punishable  because  present  at  an  overt  act  or  in- 
tangible to  public  j  ustice  because  he  only  contrived  and  prepared  ?  Is  it  conceivable  that 
a  traitor  to  that  country  which  has  loaded  him  with  favors,  guilty  to  the  common  under- 
standing of  all  mankind,  should  be  suffered  to  return  unquestioned  to  that  post  of  honor 
and  coniidence  where,  in  the  zenith  of  his  good  fame,  he  had  been  placed  by  the  esteem 
of  his  countrymen,  and  in  defiance  of  their  wishes,  in  mockery  of  their  fears,  surrounded 
by  the  public  indignation,  but  iuaccessible  to  its  bolt,  pursue  the  purposes  of  treason  in 
the  heart  of  the  national  councils  ?  Must  the  assembled  rulers  of  the  land  listen  with 
calmness  and  indifference  session  after  session  to  the  voice  of  notorious  infamy  until  the 
sluggard  step  of  municipal  justice  can  overtake  his  enormities?  Must  they  tamely  see 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  millions,  the  safety  of  present  and  future  ages,  depending  upon 
his  vote  recorded  with  theirs,  merely  because  the  abused  benignity  of  general  maxims 
may  have  remitted  to  him  the  forfeiture  of  his  life? 

Such,  in  very  supposable  cases,  would  be  the  unavoidable  consequences  of  a  principle 
which  should  offer  the  crutches  of  judicial  tribunals  as  an  apology  for  crippling  the 
Congressional  power  of  expulsion.  Far  different,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  is 
the  spirit  of  our  Constitution.  They  believe  that  the  very  purpose  for  which  this  power' 
was  given  was  to  preserve  the  Legislature  from  the  first  approaches  of  infection;  that 
it  was  made  discretionary  because  it  could  not  exist  under  the  procrastination  of  general 
rules;  that  its  process  must  be  summary,  because  it  would  be  rendered  nugatory  by 
delay. 

Passing  from  the  constitutional  view  of  the  subject  to  that  which  is  afforded  by  the  au- 
thority of  precedent,  your  committee  find  that  since  the  establishment  of  our  present 
National  Legislature  there  has  been  but  one  example  of  expulsion  from  the  Senate.  In 
that  case  the  member  implicated  was  called  upon  in  the  first  instance  to  answer  whether 
he  was  the  author  of  a  letter  the  copy  of  which  only  was  product,  and  the  writing  of 
which  was  the  cause  of  his  expulsion.  He  was  afterwards  requested  to  declare  whether 
he  was  the  author  of  the  letter  itself,  and  declining  in  both  cases  to  answer,  the  fact  of 
his  having  written  it  was  established  by  a  comparison  of  his  handwriting  and  by  the  be- 
lief of  persons  who  had  seen  him  write,  upon  inspection  of  the  letter.  In  all  these 
points  the  committee  perceive  the  admission  of  a  species  of  evidence  which  in  courts 
of  criminal  jurisdiction  would  be  excluded,  and  in  the  resolution  of  expulsion  the  Sen- 
ate declared  the  person  inculpated  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  although  no  present- 
ment or  indictment  had  been  found  against  him  and  no  prosecution  of  law  was  ever 
commenced  ux)on  the  case. 

This  event  occurred  in  .July,  1797.  About  fifteen  months  before  that  time,  upon  an 
application  from  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  requesting  an  investigation  by  the  Senate  of 
a  charge  against  one  of  the  members  from  that  State  of  perjury,  which  had  been  made 
in  certain  newspaper  publications,  but  foi  which  no  prosecution  had  been  commenced, 
the  Senate  did  adopt  by  a  majority  of  16  votes  to  8  the  report  of  a  committee  purport- 
ing that  the  Senate  had  no  jurisdiction  to  try  the  charge,  and  that  the  memorial  of  the 
Kentucky  legislature  should  be  dismissed.  There  were,  indeed,  very  sufficient  reasons 
of  a  different  kind  assigned  in  the  same  report  for  not  pursuing  the  investigation  in 
that  particular  case  any  further;  and  your  committee  believe  that  in  the  reasoning  of 
that  report  some  principles  were  assumed  and  some  inferences  drawn  which  were  alto- 
gether unnecessary  for  the  determination  of  that  case  which  were  adopted  without  a  lull 
consideration  of  all  their  consequences,  and  the  inaccuracy  of  which  was  clearly  proved 
by  the  departure  from  them  in  the  instance  which  was  so  soon  afterwards  to  take  place. 
It  was  the  first  time  that  a  question  of  expulsion  had  ever  been  agitated  in  Congress 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  subject  being  thus  entirely  new,  was 
considered  perhaps  too  much  with  reference  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  not  enough  upon  the  numerous  contingencies  to  which  tbe  general  question 
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might  apply.  Your  committee  state  this  opinion  with  some  oonfidenc^e,  l>ecaiiM;  oi  Uiv 
sixteen  Senators  who  in  March,  1796,  voted  for  the  report  dismissing  the  memorial  of 
the  Kentucky  leginlatare  eleven,  on  the  subsequent  occasion  in  July,  1797,  voted  also 
for  that  report  which  concluded  with  a  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Blount.  The 
other  five  were  no  longer  present  in  the  Senate.  Yet,  if  the  principles  advanced  in  the 
first  report  had  been  assumed  as  the  ground  of  proceeding  at  the  latter  period  the  Sen- 
ate would  have  been  as  impotent  of  jurisdiction  upon  the  offense  of  Mr.  Blonnt  asthej 
had  supposed  themselves  upon  the  allegation  against  Mr.  Marshall. 

Those  parts  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles  amendatory  to  the  Ck>n8titntion  upon  which 
the  report  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Marshall  appears  to  rely  for  taking  awtqr  the  jnrisdictioD 
of  the  Senate  your  committee  suppose  can  only  be  understood  as  referring  to  proseca- 
tions  at  law;  to  suppose  that  they  were  intended  as  restrictions  upon  powers  expressly 
granted  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Legislature  or  either  of  its  branches  would  in  a 
manner  annihilate  the  power  of  impeachment  as  well  as  that  of  expulsion.  It  wonid 
lead  to  the  absurd  conclusion  that  the  authority  given  for  the  purpose  of  removing  in- 
iquity froDi  the  seats  of  power  should  be  denied  its  exercise  in  precisely  those  cases 
which  most  loudly  call  for  its  energies.  It  would  present  the  singular  spectacle  of  a 
legislature  vested  with  powers  of  expelling  its  members,  of  impeaching,  removing,  and 
disqualifying  public  officers  for  trivial  transgressions  beneath  the  cognizance  of  the  law, 
yet  forbidden  to  exert  them  against  capital  or  infamous  crimes. 

These  two  articles  were  in  substance  borrowed  from  similar  regulations  contained  in 
that  justly  celebrated  statute  which  for  so  many  ages  has  been  distinguished  by  the  name 
of  the  G  reat  Charter  of  England.  Yet  in  that  country,  where  they  are  recognized  as  the 
most  solid  foundations  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  they  have  never  been  considered  as 
interfering  with  the  power  of  expelling  a  member,  exercised  at  all  times  by  the  House  of 
Commons;  a  power  which  there,  however,  rests  only  upon  parliamentary  usage,  and  has 
never  been  bestowed,  as  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  any  act  of  supreme 
legislation.  From  a  number  of  precedents  which  have  been  consulted  it  is  found  that 
the  exercise  of  this  authority  there  has  always  been  discretionary  and  its  process  always 
far  otherwise  than  compendious  in  the  prosecutions  before  the  judicial  courts.  So  &r, 
indeed,  have  they  been  from  supposing  a  conviction  at  law  necessary  to  precede  a  votecrf 
expulsion  that  in  one  instance  a  resolution  to  demand  a  prosecution  appears  immedi- 
ately after  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  to  expel.  In  numerous  cases  the  member  sub- 
mits to  examination,  adduces  evidence  in  his  favor,  and  has  evidence  produced  against 
him,  with  or  without  formal  authentication,  and  the  discretion  of  the  house  is  not  even 
restricted  by  the  necessary  concurrence  of  more  than  a  bare  m^ority  of  the  votes. 

The  provision  in  our  Constitution  which  forbids  the  expulsion  of  a  member  by  an  or- 
dinary majority  and  requires  for  this  act  of  rigorous  and  painful  duty  the  assent  of  two- 
thirds  your  committee  consider  as  a  wise  and  sufficient  guard  against  the  possible  abnse 
of  this  legislative  discretion.  In  times  of  heat  and  violent  party  spirit  the  rights  of  the 
minority  might  not  always  be  duly  respected  if  a  majority  could  expel  their  members 
under  no  other  control  than  that  of  their  own  discretion.  The  operation  of  this  rule  is 
of  great  efficacy,  both  over  the  proceedings  of  the  whole  body  and  over  the  conduct  of  every 
individual  member.  The  times  when  the  most  violent  struggles  of  contending  parties 
occur — when  the  conflict  of  opposite  passions  is  most  prone  to  excess — lire  precisely  the 
times  when  the  numbers  are  most  equally  divided;  when  the  majority  amounts  to  the 
proportion  of  two- thirds  the  security  in  its  own  strength  is  of  itself  a  guard  against  ex- 
traordinary stretches  of  power;  when  the  minority  dwindles  to  the  proportion  of  one-third 
its  consciousness  of  weakness  dissuades  from  any  attempts  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of 
the  m^ority,  which  might  provoke  retaliation.  But  if  expulsion  were  admissible  only 
as  a  sequel  to  the  issue  of  a  legal  prosecution  or  upon  the  same  principles  and  forms  of 
testimony  which  are  established  in  the  criminal  courts,  your  committee  can  see  no  pos- 
sible reason  why  it  should  be  rendered  still  more  imbecile  by  the  rec^uisition  of  two- 
thirds  to  give  it  effect. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  your  committee  to  apply  the  principles  which  they  have  here  en- 
deavored to  settle  and  elucidate  to  the  particular  case  uponwhich  the  Senate  have  directed 
them  to  report.  The  bills  of  indictment  found  a^i^ainst  Mr.  Smith  at  the  late  session  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  at  Richmond  (copies  of  which  are  herewith  submit- 
ted) are  precisely  similar  to  those  found  against  Aaron  Burr.  From  the  volume  of  printed 
evidence  communicated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  relating  to  the 
trial  of  Aaron  lUirr,  it  api>eara  that  a  great  part  of  the  testimony  which  was  essential  to 
his  conviction  upon  the  indictment  for  treason  was  withheld  from  the  jury  upon  an 
opinion  of  the  court  that  Aaron  IJurr,  not  having  been  present  at  the  oven  act  of  treason 
alleged  in  the  indictment,  no  testimony  relative  to  his  conduct  or  declarations  else- 
where, and  subsequent  to  the  transactions  on  Blannerhasset's  Island,  could  be  admitted. 
And  in  consequence  of  this  suppression  of  evidence  the  traverse  jury  found  a  verdict 
''that  Aaron  Burr  was  not  proved  to  be  guilty,  under  that  indictment,  by  any  evidence 
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Bubmitted  to  them. "  It  was  also  an  opinion  of  the  court  that  none  of  the  transactions 
of  which  evidence  was  given  on  the  trial  of  Aaron  Bnrr  did  amount  to  an  overt  act  of 
levying  war,  and,  of  coarse,  that  they  did  not  amount  to  treason.  These  decisions,  form- 
ing the  basis  of  the  issue  upon  the  trials  of  Burr,  anticipated  the  event  which  must  have 
awaited  the  trials  of  the  bills  against  Mr.  Smith,  who,  from  the  circiiimstances  of  his  case, 
must  have  been  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  their  application;  they  were  the  sole  induce- 
ments upon  which  the  counsel  for  the  United  States  abandoned  the  prosecution  against 
him. 

Your  committee  are  not  disposed  now  to  question  the  correctness  of  these  decisions  on 
a  case  of  treason  before  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction.  But  whether  the  transactions 
proved  against  Aaron  Burr  did  or  did  not  amount,  in  technical  language,  to  an  overt  act 
of  levying  war,  your  committee  have  not  a  scruple  of  doubt  on  their  minds  that  but  for 
the  vigilance  and  energy  of  the  Government  and  of  faithful  citizens  under  its  direc- 
tions in  arresting  their  progress  and  in  crushing  his  designs,  they  would,  in  a  very  short 
lapse  of  time,  have  terminated  not  only  in  a  war,  but  in  a  war  of  the  most  horrible  de- 
scription, in  a  war  at  once  foreign  and  domestic.  As  little  hesitation  have  your  com- 
mittee in  saying  that  if  the  daylight  of  evidence,  combining  one  vast  complicated 
intention  with  overt  acts  innumerable,  be  not  excluded  from  the  mind  by  the  curtain  of 
artificial  rules  the  simplest  understanding  cannot  but  see  what  the  subtlest  understand- 
ing cannot  disguise,  crimes  before  which  ordinary  treason  whitens  into  virtue;  crimes  of 
which  war  is  the  mildest  feature.  The debauchment  of  our  Army,»the  plunder  and  devas- 
tation of  our  own  and  foreign  territories,  the  dissolution  of  our  national  Union,  and  the 
root  of  interminable  civil  war  were  but  the  means  of  individual  aggrandizement,  the  steps 
to  projected  usurpation.  If  the  ingenuity  of  a  demon  were  tasked  to  weave  into  one  com- 
position all  the  great  moral  and  political  evils  which  could  be  inflicted  upon  the  people 
of  these  States  it  could  produce  nothing  more  than  a  texture  of  war,  dismemberment, 
and  despotism. 

Of  these  designs  a  grand  jury  composed  of  characters  as  respectable  as  As  nation  can 
boast  have  upon  the  solemnity  of  their  oaths  charged  John  Smith  with  being  an  accom- 
plice. The  reasons  upon  which  the  trial  of  this  charge  has  not  been  submitted  to  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury  have  been  shown  by  your  committee  and  are  proved  by  the  letter  from  the 
attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Virginia,  herewith  reported.  And  your 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  dereliction  of  the  prosecution  on  these  grounds  cannot 
in  the  slightest  degree  remove  the  imputation  which  the  accusations  of  the  grand  jury 
have  brought  to  the  door  of  Mr.  Smith. 

Your  committee  will  not  permit  themselves  to  comment  upon  the  testimony  which  they 
submit  herewith  to  the  Senate;  nor  upon  the  answers  which  Mr.  Smith  has  given  as 
sufficient  for  his  justification.  Desirous  as  the  committee  have  been  that  this  justifica- 
tion might  be  complete,  anxiously  as  they  wished  for  an  opportunity  declaring  their 
belief  of  his  innocence,  they  can  neither  control  nor  dissemble  the  operation  of  the  evi- 
dence upon  their  minds;  and,  however  painful  to  their  feelings,  they  find  themselves 
compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  paramount  to  every  other  consideration  to  submit  to  the 
Senate  for  their  consideration  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  his  participation  in 
the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr  against  the  peace,  union,  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  guilty  of  conduct  incompatible  with  his  duty  and  station  as  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be  therefore,  and  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

^  Monday,  January  4, 1808. 

Mr.  Adams  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  directed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  inquiry  appointed  27th  November,  which  letter  Mr.  Smith  requested 
might  be  considered  as  a  part  of  his  answer;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Tuesday,  January  5,  1808. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  minutes  of  the  committee  of  inquiry  appointed  the 
27th  of  November  last,  on  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
also  sundry  papers  relative  to  the  inquiry,  were  read,  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley,  it  was  agreed  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

Thubsday,  January  7,  1808. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  inquiry  appointed  on  the  27th  of  November  last,  on  the  conduti  of 
John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Smith's  letter  to  the  President,  of  the  4th  instant,  was  also  read. 

On  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  that  he  be  informed  spedflcally  of  the  chiuges  against  him; 
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that  he  be  allowed  to  make  defense  against  such  charges^  and  piooeas  to  oompel  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses  necessary  in  his  defense,  and  the  prlTil^e  of  being  heard  bj  oomiael; 

After  debate, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  HillhOose  that  it  be 

licsolved.  That  Mr.  Smith  be  heard  by  connself  not  exceeding  two,  to  show  caose  why 
the  report  of  the  committee  should  not  be  adopted; 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  it  passed  unanimously  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  32. 

The  yean  and  nays  having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  C^ndit,  Crawlbrd. 
(laillard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Math- 
ewson,  Milledge,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Tiffin,  Turner, 
iuid  White. 

On  motion, 

Ordered y  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  the  hearing. 

[An  account  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  66-78  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred 
to  in  the  head-note.  ] 

Tuesday,  January  12,  180^. 

On  request  of  Mr.  2^ith,  of  Ohio,  for  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  27th  of  November  last,  to  inquire  into  his  conduct,  and  also  a  copy  of  all  the  corre- 
spondence between  them  and  himself, 

The  following  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Crawford: 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  ^mmittee  appointed  on  the  27th  of  No- 
vember last,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  committee  and  said  Smith,  be  furnished  to  the  said  John 
Smith.       d 

And  on  tne  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  17,  nays  9. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Crawford,  Goodrich,  Gregg. 
Hillhouse,  Howland,  Mathewson,  Milledge,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  ot 
New  York,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  White. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Kitchel,  Moore,  Parker,  and  Smith  of  Tennessee. 

Wednesday,  January  13,  1808. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  the  27th  of  November  last,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  President  stated  to  Mr.  Smith  that  he  had  now  an  opportunity  to  show  cause  why 
the  report  of  the  committee  should  not  be  adopted,  and  he  was  desired  to  name  his  counsel. 

He  accordingly  informed  the  Senate  that  he  had  engaged  Luther  Martin  and  Francis 
S.  Key,  esquires,  as  counsel;  and 

On  motion  of  ^Ir.  Bradley,  Shall  Mr.  Key  be  admitted  as  counsel  for  Mr.  Smith?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and 

On  motion,  Shall  Mr.  Martin  be  admitted  as  counsel  for  Mr.  Smith?  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative.  • 

On  request  by  Mr.  Bayard  that  Mr.  Smith  inform  the  Senate  whether,  under  present 
.  circumstances,  he  is  ready  to  proceed, 

Mr.  Smith,  by  his  counsel,  offered  his  affidavit,  together  with  the  following  applica- 
tion: 

**  John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  offers  his  affidavit  to  the  honorable  Senate,  and  requests  a 
reasonable  time  to  procure  the  testimony  therein  stated,  and  the  proper  means  to  enable 
him  to  produce  it." 

The  affidavit  was  read. 

The  letter  of  the  4th  of  January  to  the  President  from  Mr.  Smith,  requesting  to  be 
heard  by  counsel,  was  again  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Ordered,  That  the  affidavit  and  application,  together  with  the  subsequent  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  27th  of  November  last  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John 
Smith,  a  Senator  fnmi  the  State  of  Ohio,  Imj  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gilman,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  appli- 
cation of  Mr.  Smith,  made  this  day  by  his  counsel,  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
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Thubsday,  January  14,  1808. 

Mr.  Adams  moved  that  sundry  amendments  and  notes  of  reference  be  entered  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  27th  of  November  last  to 
inquire  into  the  comluct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an  alleged 
accomplice  of  Aaron  Burr;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  accordingly. 

*  *  -jf  ■«■  *  *  * 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appli- 
cation of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  filed  yesterday,  as  follows: 
"John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  offers  his  aftidavit  to  the  honorable  Senate,  and  requests  a  reason- 
able time  to  proi'ure  the  testimony  therein  stated,  and  the  proper  means  to  enable  him 
to  produce  it." 

AV  hereupon, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Giles  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  committee  for  the  expulsion  of  John  Smith  from  this  House  be  postponed 
until  the  —  day  of next,  on  which  day  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  the  final  hear- 
ing of  the  said  John  Smith,  with  such  testimony  as  he  shall  then  offer  to  them,  to  show 
cause  why  the  said  resolution  should  not  be  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

Ordered  J  That  this  motion  be  relerred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Giles,  Adams,  Crawford, 
and  Bayard,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Bayard,  was  referred  to  the  above-mentioned 
committee: 

*^  Resolved,  That  John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  having  made  affidavit  of  the  materiality  of  wit- 
nesses now  absent,  by  whom,  he  states,  he  will  be  able  to  disprove  the  charges  made 

against  him,  that  he  be  allowed  time  till  the  — day  of to  obtain  the  t(>stimony  of 

any' witnesses,  and  to  procure  an^' evidence  which  he  may  deem  material  in  his  defense." 

The  following  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Crawlbrd,  was  referred  to  the  same  committee: 

^^EesoJvedy  That  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  John  Smith  be 

postponed  until  the  —  day  of next,  on  which  day  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  hear 

the  testimony  of  such  witnesses  as  may  then  attend  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Smith,  or  against 
him,  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  or  support  the  testimony  of  Elias  Glover, 
Peter  Taylor,  and  Col.  James  Taylor." 

The  following  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Bayard,  was  also  referred  to  the  same  committee: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will  allow  John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  to  adduce,  in  his  defense 
against  the  charges  made  against  him,  the  depositions  of  any  witnesses  he  may  deem 
material  in  his  defense,  and  also  the  testimony  of  witnesses  whom  he  may  bring  to  the 
bar  of  the  Senate,  and  all  other  evidence  which  he  may  deem  material." 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  afiidavit  of  John  Smith,  filed  on  the  13th  instant,  be  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

[An  account  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  84,  85  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred 
to  in  the  head-note.] 

Saturday,  January  16,  1808. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  several  resolutions  which 
were  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Ohio,  made  report;  which  was  read  for  consideration. 

[For  report,  see  proceedings  Wednesday,  January  20,  1808.  ] 

Monday,  January  18,  1808. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  James  Taylor,  in  the 
case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Maclay  to  iwstpone  this  motion,  and  to  go  into  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  27th  November  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  it  was  determined  in  the 
n^ative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

'^Resolved,  That  Col.  James  Taylor  l)e  examin(*d  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate  in  the  case  of 
John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio;  that  the  questions  put  to  Mr.  Taylor  be 
reduced  to  writing  and  put  to  him  by  the  President,  who  shall  decide  upon  the  propriety 
of  each  quest  ion  proposed . " 

James  Taylor  was  called  accordingly,  and  the  oath  was  administered  to  him  by  the 
President  in  the  form  following: 

'*  You  solemnly  swear  that  you  will  make  true  answers  to  such  questions  as  shall  be 
put  to  you  touching  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  now  in 
n 


M 


eanng 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson. 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  notify  John  Graham  that  he  is  requested  to 


88  SENATE   ELECTION   CASES. 

attend  the  Senate  to  give  evidence  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  horn  the  State 
of  Ohio; 

And  Mr.  Graham  attended. 

Mr.  Smitli  attended  with  his  counsel,  and,  after  the  examination  and  cross-examina- 
tion of  Mr.  Taylor, 

On  motioL   the  Senate  odjoomed  to  11  o*clock  to-morrow  morning. 

[An  account  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  87-89  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred 
to  in  the  h<'^l-uote.  ] 

Tuesday,  Janwary  lU,  1808. 

The  Senate  rcs^unicd  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  with  his  counsel. 

Jam<*H  Taylor  was  again  called,  examined,  and  cross-examined. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Taylor  was  reiiuested  to  tile  attested  copies  of  extnict«« 
of  certain  letters  written  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  read  this  morning  as  part 
of  his  testimony. 

John  (iraham  wa.H  c^lle<l,  sworn,  and  examined. 

Jam(*s  Taylor  was  again  called  and  cross-examined. 

Mr.  rojM*  submitted  tliv  following  motion  for  consideration: 

"Hetutlvrd,  That  tbe  St^'retary  of  the  Senate  do  issue  a  subpoena,  in  the  usual  form,  to 
cause  to  he  suinmon<Hl  to  appear  before  the  Senate,  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  next, 
Elias(f  lover,  then  and  there  to  give  testimony  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Ohio,  rcganling  his  alleged  participation  in  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr.** 

Wednesday^  January  20,  1808. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Adani.M,  Mr.  Tiffin,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  sworn  as 
a  witness  in  the  cilhc  of  John  Smith,  Senator  from  that  State,  examined  and  cross-exam- 
ined. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  with  his  counsel. 

The  Semite  pnKveded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
several  resolutions  submitte<l  to  the  Senate  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Ohio,  made  on  the  Kith  iiLstant. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  n*port  ami  strike  out  the  words  '*  first  day  of  March  next,** 
it  was  determine<l  in  the  negutivi? — yeas  10,  nays  21. 

The  yeas  and  nays  lM*ing  n^iuireil  by  one-fiAh  of  the  Senators  present, 

ThoM*  who  vote<i  iu  the  aftlriuati\e  are  Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Oilman,  Kitehel, 
Maclay,  Muthewson.  M<K>n*.  Tarker,  Kobins<m,  and  Smith  of  Tennessee. 

Those*  who%oti'4l  in  the  negative  are  Mewrs.  Adams,  lUiyard,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Giles.  iMMMlrieh,  (iregg,  Hillhousi',  llowland.  Milledge,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Pope, 
Keed,  Smith  of  Maryland.  Smith  of  New  York,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Tomer,  and  White.* 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  reiM)rt  of  the  eruimiittev.  which  is  as  follows: 

^'HrmiiTti,  That  on  the  1st  (by  of  .Man'h  next  the  Senate  will  receive  such  testimony 
as  John  Smith,  Senator  fmm  the  State  of  Ohio,  may  then  adduce  in  his  defense,  and  that 
the  Senate  will  then  pnK:e<'<l  to  the  final  ttmsideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
ap|»ointe<l  on  the  27th  of  NovemN'r  last,  to  iiHiuire  into  his  conduct  as  an  alleged  aoso- 
eiate  of  Aanm  Hiirr:  pnivideil,  in  ease  Mr.  Smith  shiiU  oildnoe  evidence  to  discredit  any 
witness  whom*  t4*Htimony  luis  lM>en  niiuU*  useof  a^iunst  him,  that  he  shall  make  it  appear 
to  the  Senat4'  that  n'osonable  notitv  luul  lieen  given  to  the  witness  so  intended  to  be  dish 
credited  of  the  time  and  pluet*  appointed  for  the  taking  of  such  evidence,  that  he  was. 
ser^'cd  with  a  t-opy  of  this  n*s<»lutiou," 

It  was  detenuinetl  in  the  aflirniative — yeas  2.'>,  nays  6. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  having  l>ee!i  re<|uir«Hl  by  one-tilth  of  the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  v«)te<i  in  the  utlirinative  an*  ^Ie^8rs.  Adams,  Anderaon,  Bayard,  Gondii, 
Cmwfon!,  Kninklin.  (iaillanl,  (.iiles,  (MMMlrieh.  Or«*gg,  Hillhouse,  Howland.  Kitchel. 
Milledge,  Mitehill.  Piekering.  Pope,  Uvn\.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Tennt^sfff.  tSumter,  Thruston.  Turner,  and  White. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  art*  Messn*.  <iilman,  Mail.y,  Mathewson,  Moore,  Par- 
ker, and  Itobinson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Adams, 

*7»e0o/rrr/.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  do  procure,  from  the  clerk  of  the  drcait 
court  of  the  I'nited  States  for  the  district  of  Virginia,  certified  cnpien  of  the  paperi  read 
in  tluit  (tnirt  on  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  originally  published  in  the  Ohio  Gaaette, 
under  the  M^^nature  of  Querist.*' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Adam**. 

**i2Mo/rrf/,  That  the  Se<Tetary  ot'  the  Senate  iU*  priNiire  a  file  of  the  newspaper  oalM. 
the  Enqoirer,  edited  at  Kichmoud  by  Tliomas  Kitchie,  for  the  year  1807." 
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The  motion  by  Mr.  Pope,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  issue  a  subpoena,  was  amended 
as  follows: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate  do  issue  a  summons,  in  the  usual  form,  to 
cause  to  be  summon^  to  apx>ear  before  the  Senate,  on  the  first  day  in  March  next,  Elias 
Glover  and  William  McFarland,  then  and  there  to  give  testimony  in  the  case  of  John 
Smith,  a  Senator  Irom  the  State  of  Ohio,  regarding  his  alleged  participation  in  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  ^ ' 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion  as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  7,  nays  23. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Goodrich,  Hillhouse,  Picker- 
ing, Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  White. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condi t,  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Oilman,  Gregg,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Mathewson, 
Milledge,  Mitchill,  Parker,  Heed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Sumter,  and  Turner. 

[An  account  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  90-98  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred 
to  in  the  head-note.] 

MoXDAY,  January  25,  1808. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  James  Taylor,  requesting  compensation  as 
a  vntness  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  of  Ohio;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  and  Tiffin  to  report  thereon. 
(The  bill  passed  the  Senate  the  following  day.) 

Tuesday,  March  1,  1808. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  select  committee  for  the  expulsion  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Smith  being  absent,  Mr.  Key  attended  as  his  counsel. 

On  request  by  Mr.  Key  that  Mr.  Harper  be  permitted  to  attend  also  as  counsel  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Smith, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bradley  that  Mr.  Harper  be  admitted  as  one  of  the  coun- 
sel of  Mr.  Smith;  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon, 

Mr.  Harper  attended. 

The  following  request  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Key: 

"John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  by  his  counsel,  prays  the  honorable  Senate  to  grant  him  fur- 
ther time  to  jtftxiuce  his  testimony  and  prepare  for  his  defense. '' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tiffin, 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  which  were 
taken  as  testimony  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  examine  and  report  thereon,  and  that  Messrs.  Anderson,  Adams,  and  /Tiffin  be  the 
committee. 

Wednesday,  3Iarch2,  1808. 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  separate  the  deposi- 
tions transmitted  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  that  service. 

Thursday,  March  3,  1808. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Adams, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  first  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an  alleged 
associate  of  Aaron  Burr,  be  postponed  to  Tuesday,  the  15th  instant. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Adams, 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  case 
of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  tcom  the  State  of  Ohio,  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  his 
counsel. 

Fbiday,  March  4,  1808. 

The  President  commuhicated  sundry  letters  from  Elias  Glover,  referring  to  deposi- 
tions inclosed,  in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the 
letters  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gregg, 

Ordered,  That  the  counsel  on  behalf  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
be  authorized  to  take  copies  of  the  depositions  in  the  case,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
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TCSBDAY,  Jforeft  15,  1806. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the  flnt 
npoti  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator 
from  the  State  ol*  Ohio,  as  an  alleged  aflsociate  of  Aaron  Burr. 

MewrH.  Harper  and  Key.  counsel  for  Mr.  Smith,  attended. 

Mr.  Harper  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  requesting  further  time  to  enable  him  to 
prepare  for  hiH  defenf^e,  and  rctjueHted,  in  Mr.  Smith's  behalf,  an  extension  of  the  time 
accordingly. 

Whereupon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hillhonse  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  postponeil  to  .Monday,  the  28th  of  March*  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  15,  nays  17. 

The  yeas  and  navM  kiving  been  ref^nired  by  one- fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 

Thoee  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  MeMsrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Good- 
rich, Hillhonse,  Howland.  Mathewson,  Pickering,  Pope,  Keed,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Sumter,  Tbruntrtn.  and  White. 

Those  wlio  vote<l  in  the  nepitive  an*  Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawfonl. 
Franklin,  (Jilman.  (Irc^K.  Kit<'h«*I,  Maclay,  Milledge.  Mit*rhill.  Moore.  Parker.  Kobinson, 
Smith  of  Mar>'lan<!,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

On  nHjuest  by  .Mr.  Kfv.  one  of  the  counsel  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  and  oo 
motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
n-port  of  ihe<'omniitt«»e  l>c  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

[An  oitrount  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  1G4-1()7  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  re- 
ferred to  in  the  head-note.] 

WEDXranAY.  JIarrh  1«,  1808. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  (*onsidemtion  of  the  first  report  of  the  coniniittee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  5^nator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an 
alleged  associate  of  Aan>n  Burr. 

Messrs.  Har]M'r  an<l  Key,  counsel  on  b<*halfof  Mr.  Smith,  attende*!. 

The  memorial  of  the  <'(mnsel  on  l>ehalf  of  Mr.  Smith  was  presented  and  read,  pniyin|^ 
the  furthfi*  hearing  of  this  case  may  l)c  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  April  next, 
for  reasons  St atetl  in  the  memorial;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley  that  the  considenition  of  the  repori  of  the  i-ommitteehe 
postponed  to  the  first  Mouday  in  April  next,  the  vote*  of  the  Senate  were  e(|ual)T  di- 
vided—l(i  in  the  aflimiative  and  1()  in  the  negative,  and  the  President  detennined  the 
f|uestion  in  the  negative. 

<.hi  motion  by  .Mr.  B;iyard  that  the  further  (.-onsideration  of  the  n-ftort  of  the  com- 
mittee be  jMiHt|>t»nrd  to  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTC — 
ye;is  17,  nay>  !'». 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  l>een  re<|uir«l  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators  prest'ut. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  aflirmative  art^  Miwsrs.  .Xdamn.  Buyanl.  Iinidley,  Gaillanl, 
<ii1<'s,  Goodrich.  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Mathewson,  .MilU^lge,  Pickering.  Pope,  Reed, 
.Smith  of  N#w  York.  Sumter.  Thrunton,  and  White. 

Those  who  votwl  in  tbe  nejsativc  are  .Messrs.  Andcnwm.  Condit,  ('rawlbnl,  Fninklin. 
Gilman,  (fH*^,  Kitchd.  Maclay.  Mitch  ill,  Moore,  Parker.  K'obinson.  Smith  of  MarrUoid. 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

[An  account  <»f  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  167-170  of  the  Annals  of  CJongresn  i»» 
ferred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Friday.  April  1,  l.s<K  \ 

The  »*^nate  resnmeil  the  consideration  of  the  first  report  of  the  committc*e  appointee^ 
to  inquire  into  the  ronduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  ai 
alleged  amociate  of  Aan>n  P*urr. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  .\n<lcrs<m. 

OnlrrrH,  That  Mr.  Smith's  counH<'l  have  weatn  a.Hsifa)cd  them  at  the  bar  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Harp«*r  and  Mr.  Key,  hi-*  t-ounsel,  attend«'<l  a<*cronlinply. 

Mr.  Key  n-tpiestet!  tbe  attendance  of  Messrs.  Ihivenjiort,  .Morrow,  and  Stnrjjis.  mem- 
ben  of  the  IIouw  <if  Kcpre«M«ntativi'«4  ofthc  rnite<l  Stat«-«.  to  y;ivc  ••vidcnce  in  the  case: 
also,  that  a  subpoena  it-suf  to  (Jencnil  \Vilkins<m  to  attend  for  that  puqiOHc. 

Mr.  Key  pnKTcd*-*!  to  n  ad  «*crtain  dcposiijon«*.  taken  on  lulialf  of  Mr.  Smith,  and 
which  were  (jbjwtiil  to  as  not  within  the  nilc;  and. 

On  motion,  it  wa«*  a^-riMfl  that  the  counsel  on  liebalf  of  Mr.  Smith  should  proceed  in 
reading  the<lep<isition'^.  the  informality  notwithstandinj;:  and. 

After  projrre.v. 

On  motion,  the  S«*natf  ;u)j(mnied  to  10  oN'lock  to-morrow  morning. 

[An  sccfmnt  of  the  deluite  is  found  on  pages  178-180  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  re 
ferrr<l  to  in  the  head-note.  ] 
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Satubday,  April  2,  1608. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the  first  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inqnire  into  the  oondact  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  Uie  State  of  Ohio,  as  an 
alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr.  * 

Mr.  Harper  and  Mr.  Key,  his  coansel,  attended. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Milledge  for  consideration: 

^^  Resolved y  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  re<|  nesting  that 
Messrs.  Stnrgis,  Davenport,  and  Jeremiah  Morrow,  members  of  that  House,  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  the  Senate  to  give  evidence  as  to  the  characters  of  sundry  witnesses 
in  the  case  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio. " 

The  counsel  for  Mr.  Smith  proceeded  in  reading  the  depositions  taken  on  his  behalf. 

After  which. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  of  the  report  be  further  postponed. 

[An  account  of  the  debate  is  found  on  pages  184,  185  of  the  Annals  of  Ocmgress  re- 
ferred to  in  the  head-note.] 

Monday,  April  4,  1808. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an 
alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr. 

Mr.  Smith  attended,  together  with  Messrs.  Harper  and  Key,  counsel  on  his  behalf, 
who  proceeded  in  reading  their  depositions. 

The  depositions  transmitted  to  the  Senate  on  behalf  of  Elias  Glover  were  also  read; 
after  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  5,  1808. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an 
alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr. 

Mr.  Smith  attended,  together  with  Messrs.  Harper  and  Key,  coimsel  on  liis  behalf, 
and  the  counsel  proceeded  in  the  further  reading  of  their  depositions. 

On  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Tiffin,  of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Van  Rensselaer,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Talmadge,  Bacon,  and  Davenport,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Were 
severally  sworn,  and  gave  testimony  as  to  the  credibility  of  sundry  witnesses  whose 
depositions  were  read  yesterday. 

Mr.  Key  proceeded  to  show  cause  why  the  report  of  the  committee  should  not  be 
adopted,  after  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

[An  account  of  the  debate,  with  the  argument  of  Mr.  Key,  is  found  on  pages  186*207 
of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  head-note.  ] 

Wednesday,  April  6,  1808. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an 
alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr. 

Mr.  Smith  attended,  together  with  Messrs.  Harper  and  Key,  counsel  in  his  behalf. 

On  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  Messrs.  Gardenier  and  Russell,  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, were  severally  sworn,  and  gave  testimony  as  to  the  credibility  of  certain  witnesses 
whose  depositions  were  read  on  the  4th  instant;  and 

Mr.  Harper  proceeded  to  show  cause  why  the  report  of  the  committee  should  not  be 
adopted. 

After  which. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  further 
postponed. 

[An  account  of  the  debate,  with  the  argument  of  Mr.  Harper,  is  found  on  pages 
208-234  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Thursday,  April  7, 1808. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an  alleged 
associate  of  Aaron  Burr;  and  Mr.  Smith  attended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

*^Besolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  lay  before  this 
House  Matthew  Nimmo's  letter  to  him  of  the  28th  November,  1806,  and  any  other  letter 
or  letters  of  the  said  Nimmo  relative  to  any  supposed  connection  of  John  Smith,  of  Ohio, 
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with  the  ooDspiiacy  of  Aatod  BniTf  and  also  the  letter  of  the  said  John  Smith  of  Jan- 
uary, 1807«  inclosiog  the  deposition  of  himself  and  his  son." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  White,  it  was  agreed  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  report 
Yh'  postponed  until  to-morruw. 

Fbiday,  Apnl  8,  1808. 

The  following  written  niewage  was  re<»eived  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Ke<Tetary: 

To  thr  Si-natt  nf  the  VnUed  Statrf  : 

Agret^ably  to  the  request  of  the  Senate  in  their  rt'solution  of  yeMtenUiy  I  hiive  exam- 
ined mypiii)ersand  find  no  letter  from  MatihewNimmo  ofthe  date  of  November  2h,  MM)H. 
nor  any  other  from  him  of  any  date  bnt  that  of  January  il^i,  1H(K7.  now  transmitted  with 
all  the  papers  in  my  pOHsession  which  accompanied  it.  Nor  do  I  find  any  letter  from 
John  Smith,  of  Ohio,  l)earing  date  at  any  time  in  the  month  of  Januiiry,  1H(J7. 

Having  delivered  to  the  Attomey-CJeneral  all  the  papers  rwp4H".ting  the  eonspirary  of 
Aaron  Burr  which  came  to  my  hands  daring  or  before  his  proNecution,  1  might  suppose 
the  letters  alnne  n^iuested  had  In^en  delivered  to  him.  But  I  must  add  my  Ix-lief  that 
I  never  re(^>ived  such  letters  and  the  ground  of  it.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  noting  daily 
in  the  list  kept  for  that  purpose  the  letters  I  receive  daily  by  the  names  of  the  writen* 
and  dates  of  time  and  phu'e,  and  this  has  l)een  done  with  such  exactness  that  I  do  not 
recollect  ever  to  have  detected  a  single  omission.  I  have  carefully  examined  that  list 
fh>m  the  Ist  of  Noveml)er,  1H(N»,  to  the  lastof  June,  1807,  and  I  find  no  note  within  that 
period  of  the  receipt  of  any  letter  frtmi  Matthew  Nimmo  but  that  now  transmitted,  nor 
of  any  one  of  the  date  of  January,  1H07,  from  John  Smith,  of  Ohio.  The  letters  noted 
as  received  from  him  within  that  |K*riod  are  dated  at  Washington,  Febmar)'  "2,  2,  7,  and 
21,  which  I  have  examined,  and  find  relating  to  subjects  entirely  foreign  to  the  objecis 
ofthe  resolution  ofthe  7th  instant;  and  others  dati^d  at  Cincinnati,  March  27,  .\pril  6, 
13,  and  17,  which  not  l)eing  now  in  my  possession,  1  presume  have  relate<l  to  Burr's 
conspira(ry,  and  have  Inren  delivered  to  the  Attomey-Cieneral.  1  reoolle<'t  nothing  of 
their  particular  contents.  I  must  repeat,  therefore,  my  firm  b<*lief  that  the  letters  of 
Nimmo  of  November  28, 1806,  and  of  John  Smith  of  January,  1807,  never  came  to  my 
hands,  and  that  if  such  were  written  (and  Nimmo's  letter  expressly  mentions  his  of  No- 
vember 2X)  they  have  been  intercepted,  or  otherwise  miscarrieil. 

TH.  JKFFEItSON. 

April  h,  mw. 

The  message  and  |»aperH  referr«'<l  to  wen»  read,  an<l 

Ordrrrd,  To  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  I'onsideration  of  the  first  n'port  of  the  i!ommitte<'  appointetl 
to  inquin^  intii  the  conduct  of  John  Smith,  a. "Senator  fn)m  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an  alleged 
associate  of  Aanrn  Burr. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Franklin,  it  was  :i^re<*d  to  take  up  the  resolution  re|)ort«d  by  the 
c»mmittiH\  as  follows: 

''RfMolrrd,  That  John  Smith,  a  .^*nator  fnmi  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  his  participation  in 
the  conspiracy  of  Aanm  Burr  against  the  |)ea(*(>,  union,  and  lil>erties  of  the  jieoplc  of  the 
I'nited  States  ban  bet^n  guilty  of  «*ondiirt  incomiiatible  with  his  duty  and  station  as  a 
."^^nator  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  In*  therefor,  and  her<'by  is,  expelled  ftam  the 
Senate  of  the  United  State**.*' 

And,  after  delmte. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  (iil«<s,  it  was  agr«*e<l  that  the  further  (-(insidenition  then-of  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

[An  acix>unt  of  the  debate,  laith  the  s|>eech  of  Mr.  Adams,  is  found  on  {Migen  236-26r> 
ofthe  .\nnals  of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

SatI  KD.lV,  April  »,  180H. 

.\grecably  to  the  order  of  the  <Liy  the  S<'natf  ri'««uiiie<l  the  c-«)nsideration  of  the  resr>- 
lotion  reported  by  the  ccmimittee  ap|M»inti*<l  on  the  7th  of  No\eml)er  last  toctinsider  the 
sobject,  to  wit: 

**Hr9oitrd,  That  John  Smith,  a  .^>nator  t'nun  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  his  partici|)fit)oa  in 
the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr  a^ain^^t  thr  peme.  union,  and  lilNTti«'s  t»f  the  i»eople  ofthe 
United  States  has  l)«««*n  guilty  of  rondnrt  ineoiniutible  with  bin  duty  and  st;itioo  as  a 
Senator  of  the  Uniteil  Statics,  and  that  he  Im*  th«*n*l'ore,  and  her\*bv  is*  expelled  from  the 
Senate  of  the  Tnitetl  Stat<-H    * 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  ie?«olution.  it  w:t>i  detiTnhue<l  iu  the  nefpitive, 
two-thirds  of  the  Senatois  present  not  it>ncurrtiif:  therein — yea.H  VJ.  nays  10. 


JOHN   SMITH.  93 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  ADdersoii)  Gondit,  Crawford, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  Gregg,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Mathewson,  Milledge,  Moore,  Rob- 
ioson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter,  Tiffin,  and  Tomer. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Giles,  Goodrich,  HiUhonse,  Howland, 
Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  Throston,  and  White. 

[An  account  of  the  debate,  with  the  speech  of  Mr.  Hillhousei  is  found  on 
2G5-324  of  the  Annals  of  Congress  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 


94  SENATE  ELBCnOH  CA8B8l 


STANLEY  GBISWOLD, 
Senator  from  Ohio  from  June  2  to  December  11,  1809. 

StAnley  Griswold  had  remded  in  Ohio  from  September  ld08.  UU  Umy  18.  I9W,  when  he  was  mp- 
pointed  by  the  governor  of  that  Scale  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate.  It  was  deter^ 
mined  that  the  term  of  residence  or  other  qoaltficationA  necessary  to  entitle  a  person  to  become  sa 
inliahitant  of  the  State  not  beinn;  defined  either  by  the  oonstttnlion  or  laws  of  the  State,  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  j^ovemor  that  a  person  was  a  citizen  thereof  was  sufficient  for  the  Senate  to  proceed 
iiIK>n,  he  beinjc  otherwise  entitled  thereto. 

The  history  of  the  ca^e  her?  en  vcn  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relai- 
iug  to  it  from  the  Annals  of  ConsTess.  11th  Conj;..  IM  and  2d  sev..  vol.  1,  ISCX^MO.  'within  paices 
:£>-^;  together  with  the  reiNtrt  of  the  committee  in  the  ca^e.  copied  from  the  ori^nal  on  tile  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ?^natc. 

Friday,  June  2,  1809. 

.  Stanley  Griswold,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Edward  Tiffin,  was  qualified  and  took  his 
seat. 

Fbidat,  June  9,  1809. 

Rewired,  That  a  committee  of  elections  be  appointed. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Hillhouse.  Giles.  Crawford,  Franklin,  and  Robinson  be  the 
committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hillbouse, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Stanley  Griswold,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  execu- 
tive of  the  State  of  Ohio,  Ik*  referred  to  thL«»  committee. 

Thubsday,  June  15,  1809. 

Mr.  Hillhouse,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  creden- 
tials of  Stanley  Griswold,  esq.,  appointed  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  exeeo- 
tive  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  made  report. 

Whereupon. 

licHolvedy  That  Stanley  Griswold,  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio  aa 
a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Ed- 
ward Tiffin,  is  entitled  to  his  seat. 

REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Hillhouse,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials 
of  an  appointment  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio  of  Stanley  Griswold  as  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  reported: 

Tliat  Edward  Tiffin,  a  Senator  for  the  State  of  Ohio,  resigned  his  seat  since  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature  of  suid  State,  and  during  their  recess.  That  on  the  18th  daj 
of  May  last,  and  during  said  r«;cess  of  said  legisUiture,  said  Stanley  Griswold  was  ap- 
]X>inted  by  the  governor  of  said  State  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
aforo.Maid.  That  said  Stanley  Griswold,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  removed 
into  the  said  State  of  Ohio  and  bos  there  resided  since  September  last,  bat  the  term  of 
residence  or  other  qualifications  uecessar/to  entitle  a  person  to  become  an  inhabitant  of 
said  State;  are  not,  ho  far  :i.s  the  committed  have  been  able  to  discover,  defined  either  by 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  said  State;  but  the  execntive  who  made  the  appointment 
having  certified  tlmt  said  Stanley  Griswold  is  a  citizen  of  said  State,  the  ooounittee  anb- 
mit  the  following  resolution. 

[Resolution  given  above.] 
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[Thirteenth  Congress — Third  session.] 

JESSE  BLEDSOE, 

Senato)  from  Kentucky  from  March  4,  1813,  to  December  24,  1814. 

January  20, 1815,  Mr.  Bledsoe  addressed  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  setting:  forth  these 
facts:  That  previous  to  the  24th  of  the  December  preceding  he  had  forw-uiided  his  resifniation  to 
the  governor  of  the  State  to  take  place  on  that  day,  to  be  by  the  governor  cowmunieatod  to  the  leg- 
islature ;  that  he  had  b€^en  advised  by  letter  that  the  governor  hud  received  the  resignation  and 
would  hold  it  up  in  the  hope  of  hearing  from  him  of  a  change  in  hi^  determination  on  the  subject, 
until  about  the  last  of  that  month,  when  he  (the  governor)  wouM  communicate  it  to  the  legislature; 
that  newspaper  information  stated  that  the  governor  had  done  ho,  and  that  his  successor  had  been 
appointed,  which  latter  fact  he  hod  been  informed  was  also  stated  in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  of 
the  House  of  Representatives;  tliat  he  had  received  no  more  information.  Mr.  Bledsoe  desired 
to  know  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  he  was  to  be  considered  still  a  member  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  determined  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  vacated  Mr. 
Bledsoe's  seat,  the  grounds  on  which  the  Senate  proceeded  not  being  given.  It  appears  from  the 
Journals  of  the  Senate  that  Isbam  Talbot  produced  credentials  of  election  to  till  Mr.  liledsoe's  un- 
expired term  February  2, 1815,  and  took  his  seat  on  the  same  day. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Annals  of  Congress,  13th  Cong.,  1814-'15,  vol.  3,  pages  175, 170. 

FEIltAY,  January  20,  1815. 
The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bledsoe,  as  follows: 

Washington,  January  20, 1815. 

SlB:  Donbts  having  arisen  whether  1  have  a  right  still  to  fill  my  seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  have  the  question  settled  and  a  precedent  established, 
and  to  save  my  own  feelings  on  a  point  of  duty,  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  submit  the 
following  case  for  the  decision  of  that  honorable  body : 

Previous  to  the  24th  December  last  I  forwarded  by  mail  my  resignation  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  to  take  place  on  that  day,  to  be  by  him  communicated 
to  the  legislature  of  that  State  then  and,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  still  in  session.  I  was 
by  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  that  State  advised  that  he  had  received  my  resignation 
and  would  hold  it  up,  in  the  hope  of  hearing  from  me  and  of  a  change  in  my  determina- 
tion on  that  subject,  until  about  the  last  of  that  month,  when  he  would  communicate  it 
to  the  legislature.  Newspaper  information  states  that  he  did  so,  and  that  my  successor 
has  been  appointed,  which  latter  fact  is  also  stated  in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  as  I  have  been  informed.  This  is  all  the  information  I  have 
received.  Whether,  under  these  circumstances,  I  am  to  be  considered  as  still  a  member 
will  be  for  the  honorable  Senate  to  decide.  Wishing  it  to  be  understood  I  have  no  other 
solicitude  as  to  the  result  than  to  be  informed  of  m}'  duty,  which  is  concerned  in  con- 
tinuing in  my  place  if  I  have  a  right  to  do  so, 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BLEDSOE. 

The  Hon.  John  Gaillard, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

And  the  letter  was  read. 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  facts  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  Bledsoe  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate  do  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Senate." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  King  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  therefrom 
the  word  **not;"  and  it  was  determined  in  the  aflirmative — yeas  25,  nays  8;  as  follows: 

Vi:as — ^lessrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Giles,  Groldsborough,  Gore,  llorsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Morrow,  Kobinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  Dana,  Lacock,  Roberts,  Smith,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  resolution  pass  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  27,  nays  6;  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  Dana,  Roberts,  Smith,  and  Varnum. 

So  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  facts  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  Bledsoe  addreiMd  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate  do  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
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[Twentieth  Congrefls — ^Fiist  seflmoQ.] 

EPHEAIM  BATBMAN, 

Senator  from  New  Jersey  from  December  7, 1826,  Hll  January  12, 1829, 

when  he  resigned. 

Mr.  Bateman'H  flrat  term  expired  March  8, 1827.  February  26, 1827,  his  credentials  of  election  for 
the  suoceodinK  term  were  presented  to  the  Senate.  Febmary  2S,  1827,  a  remonstrance  of  a  number 
of  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  against  the  legalityof  the  election  was  communi- 
tated  to  the  Senate  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  December  3, 1827,  Mr.  Bateman  took  his  oest. 
May  6, 1828,  the  remonstrance  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five.  It  w^aa  to  the  effect  tluU 
the  election  ought  to  be  declared  null  and  void  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Bateman.  being  chairman  of 
the  Joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  had  voted *for  himself.  It  stated  that  Theo- 
dore Frclinghuysen  had  28  votes  and  Mr.  Bateman  29,  and  claimed  that  Mr.  Bateman  was  elected 
**  by  hU  own  vote,  without  which  he  neither  could  nor  would  have  been  elected,**  and  that  it  wss 
"  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  free  institutions  that  the  same  man,  at  the  same 
time,  should  be  both  candidate  and  dectory  May  22,  the  committee  reported  the  facts  in  regard  to 
the  election  to  be  as  stated  in  the  remonstrance.  On  a  preliminary  point  discussed,  it  reported  that 
the  Senate  was  "  empowered  by  the  Constitution  to  judge  of  the  tUdtUm»^  rttumt^  and  qualitk-s* 
tions  of  its  members,  and  could  not  therefore  be  precluded  by  the  commission  emanating  from  the 
«'xecutive  of  a  State  from  a^iy  inquiry  which  is  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  that  jndgment."  Od 
the  chief  point  before  the  committee  it  reported  that  Mr.  Bateman  "  was  a  member  of  the  legisls- 
tureof  New  Jersey,  duly  elected,  and  competent  to  the  exercise  of  every  legislative  poorer  not  for- 
bidden by  its  laws,  among  which  the  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  Senator  was  one."  The  com- 
mittee recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  discharging  the  committee  from  tlie  further  con- 
sidcration  of  the  subject,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journals,  2d  sess.  19th  Cong.,  1826-'27,  and  1st  sess.  20th  Conff.,  1827-*28,  with  the 
report  of  the  committee  from  Senate  Documents.  Ist  sess.  20th  Cong.,  vol.  5,  Doc  I^o.  202,  pages  1-3. 

The  documents  relating  to  the  case  which  were  printed  are  found  in  the  voltitne  of  SeuUe  Doc^ 
umentH  above  referred  to.  Doc.  No.  202,  pages  4-21.  It  appears  from  Niles*  Register,  vol.  84,psfe 
223,  that  some  <lcbatc  on  the  subject  occurred,  in  which  Messrs.  Bateman,  Van  Buren,  and  Noble 
took  part;  but  it  is  not  there  reported,  nor  is  it  found  in  the  Congressional  Debates. 

Monday,  Fdrruary  26,  1827. 

Mr.  Dickerson  commanicated  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Ephraim  Bateman,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  legiHlatnre  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years,  to  com- 
mence on  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

Wednesday,  Fed-uat^y  28,  1827. 

The  Vice-President  communicated  a  letter  from  Samuel  J.  Bayard,  James  S.  Gnen, 
and  John  R.  Thompson,  inclosing  the  remonstrances  of  a  number  of  the  membera  of  the 
legislative  council  and  general  assembly  of  New  Jersey  and  of  a  number  of  citizens  of 
that  State  against  the  legality  of  the  election  by  the  legislature  of  Ephiaim  Bateman  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  3d  of  March  next;  and 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  Deeember  3,  1827. 
The  Hon.  Ephraim  Bat«man,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4Si  day  of  March  last,  at- 
tended, and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him  and  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  May  6,  1828. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton, 

Resolved^  That  the  remonstrance  presented  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  against 
the  legality  of  the  election  by  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  of  Ephraim  Bateman  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Berrien,  Mr.  TazeweU,  Mr.  McLane,  Mr.  Seymore,  and  Mr.  San- 
ford  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bateman  presented  his  answer  to  the  remonstrance  against  his  election;  and 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  last-mentioned  committee. 

Mr.  Eaton  laid  on  the  table  two  papers  relating  to  the  subject  of  said  remonstrance; 
and 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  last-mentioned  committee. 
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Thursday,  May  22,  1828. 

Mr.  Berrien,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  Jersey  touching  the  election  of  Ephraim  Bateman,  a  Senator  from  that 
State,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  request  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject;  and  the  committee  was  discharged  accordingly. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton, 

Ordered  J  That  the  report  and  the  documents  connected  with  it  be  printed. 

kepoet  of  committee. 

In  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
May  22,  1828. 

Mr.  Berrien  made  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  New 
Jersey  touching  the  election  of  Ephraim  Bateman,  a  Senator  from  that  State,  report: 

That,  by  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  assembled  in 
joint  meeting  on  the  9th  November,  1826,  of  which  a  duly  certified  copy  has  been  exhib- 
ited by  the  memorialists,  it  appears  that  an  election  for  a  Senator,  to  represent  the  said 
State  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  six  years  from  the  4th  day 
of  March  then  next  ensuing,  was  on  that  day  held;  that  Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
Ephraim  Bateman,  Thomas  Chapman,  and  George  K.  Drake  were  put  in  nomination  for  the 
said  appointment;  that  Ephraim  Bateman  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  said  legisla- 
ture of  New  Jersey,  vice-president  of  the  council  and  chairman  of  the  joint  meeting; 
that  the  names  of  Thomas  Chapman  and  George  K.  Drake  were  with  leave  respectively 
withdrawn;  that  the  said  Ephraim  Bateman  thereafter  withdrew  from  the  chair  of  the 
joint  meeting,  and  at  his  instance  William  B.  Ewing,  esq.,  was  called  to  the  same;  and, 
on  motion,  the  some  was  confirmed  by  the  joint  meeting;  that,  after  some  discussion  as  to 
the  manner  of  proceeding,  the  said  Ephraim  Bateman  returned  to  the  assembly  room  and 
resumed  the^chair;  that  the  secretary  was  thereupon  directed  to  call  the  joint  meeting, 
which  being  done,  the  members  voting  viva  voce^  it  appeared  that  there  were  for  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen  28  votes  and  for  Ephraim  Bateman  29  votes,  and  that  the  said  Ephraim 
Bateman  voted  for  himself,  and  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  doly  appointed. 

It  moreover  appears  to  the  committee  that  in  virtue  of  such  election,  and  the  com- 
mission of  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  fbnnded  thereon,  the  said  Ephraim  Bateman  now 
holds  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

The  memorialists  object  to  the  validity  of  this  election,  because  the  sadd  Ephraim  Bate- 
man, being  a  member  of  the  legislative  council,  vice-president  of  the  State,  and  chairman 
of  the  joint  meeting  of  ihe  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  permitted  himself  to  be  nomi- 
nated as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Senator  in  Congress  of  the  United  Stoftes;  that  he 
presided  as  chairman  of  the  joint  meeting  during  the  said  election;  that,  before  the  vote 
was  taken,  he  made  a  motion  that  he  should  be  excused  from  voting,  because  he  was  a 
candidate,  and  therefore  interested;  and,  on  the  question  being  put  on  his  said  motion, 
voted  that  he  should  not  be  excused,  the  other  members  of  the  joint  meeting  being  equally 
divided  on  the  same;  and  that,  on  the  vote  for  Senator  for  six  years,  the  joint  meeting, 
without  the  vote  of  the  said  Ephraim  Bateman,  being  again  equally  divided,  he,  the  said 
Ephraim  Bateman,  voted  for  himself. 

The  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  which  has  been 
exhibited  to  the  committee,  does  not  show  what  motions  were  made  and  decided  before 
the  joint  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Senator;  but  it  does  show  that  on  pro- 
ceeding to  that  election,  the  votesof  the  joint  meeting  were  for  Theodore  Frelinghuysen 
28  and  for  Ephraim  Bateman  29,  and  that  Ephrai m  Bateman  voted  for  himself.  The  ques- 
tion, therefore,  which  is  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  is  whether  this 
act  invalidates  the  election. 

On  the  preliminary  x)oint  which  is  discussed  in  the  argument  forwarded  in  behalf  of 
the  memorialists,  as  well  as  in  that  submitted  by  the  respondent,  and  which  relates  to  the 
right  of  the  Senate  to  look  behind  the  commission  granted  by  the  governor,  the  com- 
mittee cannot  permit  themselves  to  entertain  a  doubt. 

The  Senate  is  empowered  by  the  Constitution  to  judge  of  the  electionsy  returns^  and 
qualifications  of  its^nembers,  and  cannot  therefore  be  precluded  by  the  commission 
emanating  from  the  executive  of  a  State  from  any  inquiry  which  is  necessary  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  judgment.  If  this  were  not  so,  the  governor  of  a  State,  by  an  abuse  of  his 
trust,  either  from  misapprehension  or  design,  might  assume  to  himself  the  appointing 
power  in  exclusion  of  the  legislature. 

The  question  whether  the  election  of  the  respondent  is  invalidated  by  the  fact  that  he 
voted  for  himself,  and  that  without  such  vote  he  had  not  a  minority  of  the  votes  of  the 
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joint  meeting  by  which  he  was  declared  to  be  elected,  is  then  forced  npon  the  attention 
of  the  committee. 

The  IbUowing  clauses  of  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States  relate  to  the  manner  of 
election: 

**The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  Stat<r. 
who  Mliafl  he  vhown  by  the  legislature  thereof. ^^ 

**The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives 
shall  lie  pre3crif>ed  in  each  State  by  the  le^latnre  thereof;  bat  the  Congress  may  at 
any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Sen- 
ators. ^' 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  has  enacted  the  following  provision : 

*' Senators  of  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  this  State  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
council  and  general  assembly,  in  joint  meeting  assembled,  at  the  place  where  the  legis- 
lature shall  then  sit.*' 

It  is  manifest  from  the  aforegoing  clauses  that  Congress  may  prescribe  the  mode  of  elert- 
ing  Senators,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  any  provision  by  them  it  is  competent  to  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  to  do  so.  It  seems  equally  clear  that  each  State  mnst  pos- 
sess the  power  of  detining  by  its  organic  law  the  constituents  of  its  own  legislative 
department,  of  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  its  meml>ers,  and  the  limitations  under 
which  the  tt^ist  confided  to  them  shall  be  exercised;  and  that  the  interest  of  a  member 
in  any  subject  of  legislative  action  may  be  declared  to  constitute,  as  to  that  subject,  a 
ground  of  disqualification  to  the  exercise  of  his  legislative  functions  by  snch  interested 
member.  But  no  such  provision  exists.  For  aught  that  appears  to  the  committee  the 
respondent  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  duly  elected  and  competent 
to  the  exercise  of  every  legislative  power  not  forbidden  by  its  laws,  among  which  the 
right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  Senator  was  one.  The  committee  have  not  considered 
the  question  of  the  propriety  or  delicacy  of  the  act  complained  of  by  the  memorialists  as 
coming  within  the  scope  of  the  reference  made  to  them  by  the  Senate.  Nor  have  they 
felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  apply  to  this  question  any  abstract  principles  of  right  or  of 
that  system  of  jurisprudence  which,  however  its  principles  may  have  become  intermin- 
gled with  our  statutory  regulations  or  its  rules  of  proc€«ding  may  be  seen  to  oi>eiate  in 
the  Ibrms  which  are  in  use  in  our  judicial  tribunals,  has  no  intrinsic  validity  in  those 
tribunals  or  in  any  other  forum  in  the  United  States. 

Contenting  themselves  with  this  brief  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to  the  committee 
that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  memorial  referred  to  them  are  not  soffident  to  invalidate 
the  election  of  Ephraim  Bateman  as  a  Senator  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  under  the  election  had  in  the  joint  meeting  of  the  assembly 
of  that  State  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1826.  They  therefore  recommend  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

BcHolved,  That  the  select  committee  raised  on  the  remonstranev  and  petition  of  sondij 
citizens  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  be  discharged  from  the  itirther  ammdoratioxi  of  the 
same. 
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[Twenty-third  Congress — First  session.] 

ELISHA  R.  POTTER  vs.  ASHBR  ROBBINS, 

of  Rhode  Island, 

February  4, 1833,  Mr.  Knight,  of  Rhode  Island,  presented  in  the  Senate  the  credentials  of  Asher^ 
Bobbins,  elected  a  Senator  from  Rlu>de  Island  for  the  term  beginning:  March  4,  1833,  wliich  were 
read.  Mr.  Kobbins  had  been  elected  January  19,  183^3 ;  his  credentials  dated  January  28,  1833.  De- 
cember 2,  1833,  the  first  day  of  the  firat  meetinj:?  of  Congress  in  said  term,  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate communicated  an  act  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  declaring  the  election  of  January  19  void ; 
also  credentials  of  election  to  the  Senate  of  Elisha  R.  Potter  for  the  said  term.  The  act  had  passed 
in  October,  1833.  Mr.  Potter  had  been  elected  November  1,183-i;  his  credentials  dated  Novembers, 
1833.  After  debate  on  the  question  whether.  Mr.  Robbins  should  be  admitted  at  once  to  the  seat  to 
hold  until  the  Senate  should  have  decided  to  which  of  the  contestants  it  l>clonged,  it  was  determined 
that  Mr.  Robbins  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath,  which  ho  did  December  2,183^},  and  the  credentials 
of  Mr.  Potter  were  laid  on  the  table.  December  5,  1833,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Potter  were  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  five  elected  by  the  Senate;  and  December  9  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
Robbins  were  referred  to  the  same  committee.  Majority  and  minority  reports  were  made  by  the 
committee.  The  majority  reported  that  the  body  clccling  Mr.  Robbins  was  the  legislature  of  Rhode 
Island;  also  a  resolution  "that  Asher  Robbins,  being  duly  and  constitutionally  chosen  a  Senator 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  entitled  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate,"  which  resolution 
passed  in  the  allirmative  May  27, 1834,  by  a  vote  of  27  yeastolCnays.  The  minority  reported  that  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Robbins  was  not  made  by  the  legislature  of  the  State ;  that  the  terms  of  the  governor 
and  senators  forming  part  of  that  body  had  expired  in  May,  1832,  before  the  cle<!!tion  of  Mr.  Robbins; 
that  there  had  been  no  new  election  by  the  people ;  and  that  the  act  passed  hi  Janifary,  1.S32,  by  the 
legislature,  providing  that  in  case  of  a  failure  at  any  annual  election  by  the  people  of  the  election  of 
a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  a  quorum  of  tlie  Senate,  such  of  those  oilicers  who  should  then 
be  incumbents  should  continue  in  office  until  their  successors  should  be  duly  qualified,  under  which 
act  tlie  governor  and  senators  referred  to  were  holding  otilce  at  the  time  of  the  election,  was  iu 
violation  of  the  charter  granted  to  the  State  in  1633,  and  was  null  and  void ;  and  report  that  Mr. 
Potter  was  duly  elected. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  1st  sess.  23d  Cong.,  1833-34 ;  the  majority  report  (Report  No.l39,  Senate 
Documents,  1st  sess.  23d  Cong.,  vol.  2,  l833-'34) :  and  the  minority  report  (licport  No.  246,  Senate  Doc- 
uments, 1st  sess.  23d  Cong.,  vol.3, 1833-'34),  with  the  exception  of  certain  accompanying  documents, 
which  may  be  found  in  the  volume  of  Senate  Doounents  containing  the  report. 

The  debate  on  the  pritnn  facie  right  of  Mr.  Robbins  to  the  scat  is  found  in  Congressional  Debates, 
vol.  10,  part  1, 1833-'34,  i>ages  2-11.  A  debate  on  the  right  of  the  minority  to  make  report,  and  on  the 
question  whether  a  minority  report  should  be  refsponsive  to  the  majority  report,  is  found  in  the 
same  volume,  pages  804-807, 1229, 1230, 1252-1257.  Special  references  to  the  other  debates  are  inserted 
below.  The  vote  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  was  taken  without  de- 
bate. 

The  references  here  given  are  all  either  to  the  Senate  Journal  or  to  the  Congressional  Debates 
(Gales  &  Seaton).  The  cose  is  also  rei>orted  in  the  Congressional  Globe  and  the  Register  of  De- 
bates (GreenJ. 

Monday,  February  4,  1833. 

Mr.  Knight  communicated  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Asher  Bobbins,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next;  which  were  read. 

Monday,  December  2,  1833, 

The  President  communicated  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  declaring  void  the  election  by  the  general  assembly 
of  that  State,  on  the  19th  of  January  last,  of  Asher  Robbins  to  the  office  of  Senator  to 
represent  that  State  in  the  Senatoof  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the 
3d  day  of  March  last;  and  the  certificate  of  the  governor  and  secretary  of  that  State  of 
the  election,  by  the  said  general  assembly,  of  Elisha  R.  Potter  to  the  same  office;  which 
act  and  certificate  were  read;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Poindexter, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Poindexter  that  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  be  now  administered 
to  Mr.  liobbins,  whose  credential  were  received  at  the  last  ses.sion, 

A  motion  w:\s  made  by  Mr.  Benton  that  said  motion  l)e  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  15,  nays  19. 

[A  reference  to  the  debate  that  took  place  on  the  two  last  motions  is  given  in  the 
head-note,  it  being  pages  2-11  of  the  references.] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Benton,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  mem- 
bers i^resent, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane, 
King  of  Alabama,  Morris,  Rives,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wil- 
kins,  and  Wright.  ^ 
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Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing.  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knigbt,  Mangnm,  Moore,  Naadain,  Poindexter,  PreiitisR. 
SiLsbee,  Smith,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  and  Tyler. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  **  that  the  oath  prescribed 
by. law  be  administered  to  Mr.  Bobbins,''  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and  the 
oath  was  accordingly  administered  to  Mr.  Robbins  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Wednesday,  December  4,  1833. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright  that  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Kbode  Island,  now  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate,  showing  the  appointment  of  Elisha  R. 
Potter  as  a  Senator  to  represent  that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five  members,  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  claim  of  the  said 
Elisha  R.  Potter  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  now  occupied  by  tlieHon.  Asher  Robbins;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clay, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

[On  Mr.  Wright's  motion  was  a  brief  debate  on  the  method  of  appointment  of  select 
committees,  which  is  found  on  pages  13, 14of  the  volume  of  Congressional  Debates  above 
referred  to.] 

Thubsday,  December  5,  1833. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  sub- 
mitted by  him  yesterday,  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  the  claim  of  Elisha  R,  Potter  to 
a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and  it  was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

*  *  Resolved^  That  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  now 
upon  the  table  of  the  Senate,  showing  the  appointment  of  Elisha  R.  Potter  as  a  Sena- 
tor to  represent  that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  he  elected  by  the  Senate^  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  claim  of  the  said  Elisha 
R.  Potter  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  now  occupied  by  the  Hon.  Asher  Robbins." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Poindexter,  Mr.  Rives,  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr. 
Sprague  be  the  committee. 

[Some  remarks  made  on  this  motion  of  Mr.  Wright  are  found  on  page  19  of  the  vol- 
ume of  Congressional  Debates  above  referred  to.] 

Monday,  December  9y  1833. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Poindexter, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Robbins  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  ^ 
pointed  on  the  claim  of  Elisha  R.  Potter  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  March  4,  1834. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  ciedentiab 
of  Asher  Robbins,  appointed  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1833,  and  the  pit>ceedings 
of  the  legislature  of  said  State,  convened  on  the  last  Monday  of  October,  1833,  declaring 
void  the  appointment  of  said  Robbins,  and  the  appointment  of  Elisha  R.  Potter  for  the 
said  term,  made  a  report,^  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

*^  Resolved,  That  Asher  Robbins,  being  duly  and  constitutionally  chosen  a  Senator  in 
Congress  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  entitled  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate." 

[Here  followed  a  debate  on  the  right  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  to  submit  a 
report,  a  reference  to  which  is  given  in  the  head-note,  it  being  pages  804-807  of  the  ref- 
erences. ] 

Tuesday,  Apra  1,  1834. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright  that  he  have  leave  to  present  to  the  Senate  a  paper  con- 
taining the  views  and  opinions  of  the  minority  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  appointments  of  Asher  Robbins  and  Elisha  R.  Potter,  by  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

[A  reference  to  the  debate  on  this  motion  is  given  in  the  head-note,  it  being  pages 
1229,  1230  of  the  references.] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ewing, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Friday,  April  4,  1834. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  his  motion  to  pre- 
ficnt  to  the  Senate  a  paper  I'ontaining  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  minority  of  the  select 
t'ommittee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  appointments  of  Asher  Robbins  and  Elisha  R. 
Potter  by  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and, 

*  Pound  on  pag^e  102. 


POTTER    VS.    BOBBINS.  101 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  the  said  paper,  with  the  docnments 
therein  referred  to,  except  those  marked  G,  H,  and  I,  be  printed. 

[A  reference  to  the  debate  following  Mr.  Wright's  motion  is  given  in  the  head-note,  it 
being  pages  1252-1257  of  the  references.] 

[The  consideration  of  the  report  was  successively  postponed  April  10,  May  8,  May  12, 
and  May  19.  J 

Tuesday,  May  27,  1834. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  re- 
spective claims  of  Messrs.  Robbins  and  Potter  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  concur  in  the  resolution  with  which  it  concludes,  as  follows: 

'  ^ Resolved^  That  Asher  Kobbins,  being  duly  and  constitutionally  chosen  a  Senator  in 
Congress  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  entitled  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate,'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present,  • 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuyseu,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  and  Webster. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge, 
White,  Wilkins,  and  Wright. 

[Some  remarks  on  the  question  of  proceeding  to  a  vote  without  debate  are  found  ia 
the  Congressional  Debates,  vol.  10,  part  2,  1833-'34,  page  1813.] 

COMPENSATION  OF  ME.    POTTEB. 

Thursday,  Jane  5,  1834. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  Wright,  was  considered  and  agreed  to: 
' '  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  pay  and  mileageof  the  Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potterfrom 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  up  to  the  time  of  the  final  decision 
of  the  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  between  the  said  Potter  and  the  Hon.  Asher  Robbins, 
at  the  rate  of  pay  allowed  to  the  members  of  the  Senate. ' ' 

Tuesday,  June  10,  1834. 
On  motion  of  My.  Webster, 

Ordered  J  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  relating  to  the  claim  of  Elisha  R.  Potter  for  mileage  and  compensation. 

Friday,  Ju^ie  12,  1834. 

The  following  nlotion  submitted  by  Mr.  Wright  was  considered: 

' '  Whereas  the  Hon.  Elisha  R,  Potter  did  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  commission  from  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  duly  authenticated,  and  constituting  the  ve^Mlox primn  facie  evidence  to 
entitle  him  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and 

"Whereas  the  crDntest  for  the  seat  claimed  by  Mr.  Potter  was  not  finally  decided  by 
the  ScuLiij  until  ih3  :JTth  day  of  May  now  last  past,  when  the  siiid  scat  \v;is  awiir.led  to 
the  Hon.  Asher  Robbins:  Therefore, 

''^  Resolved y  That  the  said  Elisha  R.  Potter  is  entitled  to  the  compensation  of  mileage  al- 
lowed by  law  to  members  of  Congress  for  his  travel  from  his  place  of  residence,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  to  the  capital,  and  returning;  and  also  to  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  a  member  of  Congress  for  the  time  he  actually  attended  at  the  city  of  Washington 
during  the  contest  pending  before  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  seat  claimed  by  him  and 
occupied  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robbins." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Monday,  June  16,  1834. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coup i deration  of  the  motion  submitted  ]>y  Mr.  Wright  on  the 
12th  instant,  to  compensate  Elisha  R.  Potter  for  mileage  and  per  diem  to  the  27th  ultimo; 
and 

Ordered  J  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[Some  remarks  on  the  resolution  are  found  in  part  2  of  the  Congressional  Debates 
already  referred  to,  page  2021.] 
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Thtesdat.  Jv, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Claytou, 

Onlfifi/,  Tluit  Uic  Coiiimitt^'c  on  the  Jutliciary  lie  dischui>!vd  lnim:is  .: 
of  till.'  loolulion  to  conipensiite  Klishii  K.  Potter  for  niiied^eoDd  aiieLCw. 
ultimo. 

Till.'  SiMiutc  then  pro<ecile(l  to  consider  suid  resolution,  and  it  waiuLd^i 
li)llous: 

"  W'luiias tlic  Hon.  Eli^hillI.  PotltTdidat  the  coiiiniem-eiueutut'ibcprtic: 
Congmss  cau.so  to  Ik'  laid  before  the  Senate  credenlials  authetdv^iUd  h^  iit  > 
iStnti'  of  Uhmlv  Jsiamt  divlarimj  the  dtction  of  As/tcr  Bobbins  void,  amiiU  •:: 
been  chcffd  hy  thv  kglnMure  a  Seiutiorfroin  the  State  of  Rhode  Ittlnml:  and 

**  Whereas  the  contest  for  the  seatchiimed  by  Mr.  Potter  was  not  finallvisn 
Benatc  nutil  the  27th  day  of  May  now  kust  past,  when  the  said  ^seat  vjsaui 
Hon.  Asher  Robhins:  Therefore, 

''  Resolved  y  That  the  said  Elisha  R.Potter  otighty  under  the  circvrntftaikf*^''* 
paid  the  compensation  of  mileage  allowed  by  law  to  members  of  CongK*K- 
from  his  jiiace  of  residence  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  Capitol,  aso 
and  also  the  per  diem  allowance  of  a  member  of  Congress  for  the  time  * 
attended  at  the  city  of  Wa-^hiugton  during  the  contest  pending  before  tbc  3. 
relation  to  the  sent  claimed  by  him,  and  occupied  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  KobViai 
the  Judiviary  Committee  be  imttrueted  to  pnpare  a  bill  or  resolution  for  thatftTf* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  detennioed 
firmative — yeas  24,  nays  22. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth «*i 
hers  present, 


^lauirum.  Nau'diiin.  IV-iai 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Smith.  Southard,  Spragne,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomliuson,  aiidVc^ 
[Some  remarks  on  the  resolution  are  found  iu  part  2  of  the  Conint^oiul  I* 

already  referred  to,  pages  2037,  2038.] 

MOXDAY,  Jmik23,' 


Mr.  Clayton  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  fbllowinus^^ 
"Sec.  4.  .-1/*^/  be  it  further  enacted.   That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  bt, 
hereby  is,  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  fun<l  appropriated  by  law  for  the  pavof' 
of  Congress,  to  Elisha  K.  Potter,  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  such  compen^ 


from  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  until  the  final  d< 
the  Senate  against  his  right  to  the  seat  claimed  by  him." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  t 
hers  present. 


( 
Shepley 


report  of  committee. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
March  4, 1834.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Poindexter  made  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  credentials  of  Asher  Robbini 
a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Rhode  island  for  the  term  of  six  yaus. 
mence  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1833;  and  also  the  proceedings  of  the  1 
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• 

ivened  on  the  last  Monday  of  October,  1833,  declaring  the  election  of  the 
•bbins  void,  who  thereupon  proceeded  to  elect  Elisba  R.  Potter  a  Senator 
r  six  years,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1833,  instead  of  said 
s,  whose  election  to  fill  said  office  had  been  declared  void  as  aforesaid,  have 
5  subject  so  referred  ti>  them  under  their  serious  and  attentive  considera- 
nit  the  following  report: 

ears  by  the  credentials  of  Asher  Kobbins  and  the  proceedings  of  the  general 
he  State  of  Rhode  Island  hereto  appended,  and  marked  A,  that  the  senate 
representatives  of  said  State,  then  sitting  in  the  city  of  Providence,  met  in 
tee  in  conformity  to  the  usage  of  the  legislature  in  such  cases,  for  the  pur- 
ng  a  Senator  to  represent  said  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States; 
ounting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Kobbins  was  elected  by  a  majority 
who  was  thereupon  declared  to  be  duly  elected  a  Senator  to  represent  said 
longress  of  the  United  States  for  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
ext  following;  that,  having  performed  the  duty  for  which  the  two  houses 
gi^nd  committee  was  dissolved,  and  the  mepabers  of  each  house  repaired 
jtive  chambers.  It  farther  appears  to  your  committee  that  on  the  28th  day 
lonth  of  January  his  excellency  Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  governor  of  the  State 
ind,  by  commission  in  due  form,  bearing  his  signature,  under  the  great 
e,  did  proclaim  and  make  known  the  election  of  the  said  Asher  Kobbins 
•ud  caused  the  said  commission,  signed  and  sealed  as  aforesaid,  to  be  de- 
said  Asher  Kobbins,  whi(;h  was  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
n  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1833,  and  on  motion  read  and  entered  on 
»f  the  Senate.  By  virtue  of  the  force  and  effect  of  the  aforesaid  commis- 
Asher  Kobbins,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Khode  Island,  appeared  in 
amber  on  the  2d  day  of  December,  1833,  was  duly  sworn  to  support  the 
>f  the  United  States,  and  took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate. 
)pears  to  your  committee  that  at  a  subsequent  session  of  the  general  assem- 
Island,  begun  and  held  at  the  town.of  South  Kingston  in  said  State,  on 
ay  of  October,  1833,  certain  proceedings  were  had  relative  to  the  election 
iher  Kobbins  as  above  mentioned,  which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  dec- 
t  of  the  said  general  assembly,  by  which  the  election  of  Mr.  Kobbins  is 
!  '*uull  and  void  and  of  no  cflect,"  and  the  office  vacated.  Whereupon,  at 
on  of  the  general  assembly  the  two  houses  met  in  grand  committee  on  the 
vember,  1833,  and  proceeded  to  electa  Senator  to  represent -the  State  of 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenc- 
h  day  of  March  preceding,  to  snpply  the  vacancy  created,  or  supposed  to 
the  act  declaring  the  election  of  Mr.  Kobbins  null  and  void;  and  the  ma- 
ng  to  be  in  favor  of  F]li.sha  R.  Potter,  the  said  Potter  was  thereupon  de- 
uly  elected  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  said  State  for  the  term  aforesaid, 
ad  committer  w.  s  dissolved  and  the  mc  mbers  repaired  to  their  respective 
hat  on  the  5th  day  of  the  same  month  of  November  his  excellency  John 
s,  governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  by  commission  in  due  form,  bear- 
ure,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  did  proclaim  and  make  known  the 
3  said  Elisha  K.  Potter  as  aforesaid,  and  anvse  the  said  commission,  signed 
aforesaid,  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  P^lisha  K.  Potter,  which  was  presented 
on  the  2d  day  of  December  last,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  the  same  month 
s  committee.  The  documents  relating  to  those  proceedings  are  subjoined 
i.  This  statement  of  the  case  is  deemed  sufficient  to  show  the  questions 
or  the  consideration  of  your  committee,  and  which  they  now  proceed  to 

commission  of  Asher  Kobbins  made  and  execut'jd  ia  c?nforiiiity  with  the 
the  (constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  tlie  laws  and  usages  of  Khode 
bing  the  time,  plaue,  and  manner  of  choosing  Senators  to  Congress? 
Kobbins,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  eligible,  according  to  the  Constitution 
States,  to  the  office  of  Senator? 

ihosen  by  the  legislature,  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island? 
estions  be  answered  affirmatively  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  inquire  into  the 
B  subsequent  election  of  Mr.  Potter,  or  into  the  power  of  the  legislature 
3imcy  by  annulling  the  act  of  their  predecessors;  and  therefore  your  com- 
he  views  which  they  deem  it  proper  to  take  of  the  subject  referred  to  them 
>ns  made  to  the  commission  of  Mr.  Kobbins  on  the  ground  that  the  legis- 
>m  he  was  chosen  had  no  power  to  elect  a  Senator  to  Congress,  and  that 
who  signed  and  sealed  his  commission  was  not  at  the  time  competent  to 
>ower  or  perform  any  duty  in  his  official  character.  These  objections  rest 
;eneral  principle;  and  if  they  are  supported  by  the  lacts  disclosed  in  the 
d  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  it  will  then  be  proper  to 
laims  of  Mr.  Potter  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  not  otherwise. 
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The  Coiistltntion  of  the  United  Stifttes  provides  that  **each  house  shall  be  the  judge 
of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualiticatious  of  its  own  menihers."    (Article  1,  section  '».) 

The  members  of  the  Honse  of  Hepresentatives  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  x>eople  of  the 
several  States  having  the  qualilications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  uumerom 
branch  of  the  State  legislature.  The  members  of  the  Senate  are  to  be  chosen  hv  the 
legislatures  of  eaeh  State,  and  the  times,  ])laces,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  sh^d- 
ators  and  Kepresentatives  shall  \ye  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  legislature  thereof; 
but  the  Congrei^s  may  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to 
the  places  of  choosing  Senators.  Congress  having  passed  no  law  on  the  subject,  we  mns( 
look  into  the  statutes  of  the  several  States  for  those  regulations  and  conform  our  actioo 
to  them.  The  Senators  from  each  State  are  equal  in  number,  and  cannot  be  incresued 
or  diminished  even  by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  without  the  consent  of  the 
States  respectively.  They  are  chosen  by  the  States  as  political  sovereignties^,  without 
regard  to  their  representative  population,  and  form  the  Federal  branch  of  the  National 
legislature.  The  same  Inxly  of  men  which  possesses  the  powers  of  legislation  in  each 
State  is  alone  com];>etent  to  appoint  Senators  to  Congress  for  the  term  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty  the  State  acts  in  its  highest  sovereign 
capacity,  and  the  causes  which  would  render  the  election  of  a  Senator  void  most  be  such 
as  would  destroy  the  validity  of  all  laws  enacted  by  the  body  by  which  the  Senator  wa* 
chosen.  Other  causes  might  exist  to  render  the  election  voidable,  and  these  are  enumer- 
ated in  the  Constitution,  beyond  which  the  Senate  cannot  interpose  its  authority  to  disturb 
or  control  the  sovereign  powers  of  the  States  vested  in  their  legislatures  by  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  We  might  imjuire,  was  the  person  elected  thirty  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  election?  Had  he  bc»en  nine  yCars  a  citizen  of  the  United  State^? 
Was  he  at  the  time  of  his  electitm  a  citizen  of  the  State  for  which  he  shall  have  Utn 
chosen?  Was  the  election  held  at  the  time  and  place  directed  by  the  laws  of  the  Stat*-? 
These  are  facts  capable  of  cle;ir  demonstration  by  proofs,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  requi- 
site qualifications  in  either  of  the  specilled  cases,  or  if  the  existing  laws  of  the  State 
regulating  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  election  were  violated,  the  Senate,  acting 
under  the  power  to  judge  of  ''the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers," might  adjudge  the  comniis.sion  of  the  person  elected  void,  although  in  all  other 
respects  it  was  legal  and  constitutional.  But  where  the  sovereign  will  of  the  State  is 
made  known  through  its  legislature,  and  consummated  by  its  proper  official  function- 
aries in  due  form,  it  would  be  a  dangerous  exertion  of  ])ower  to  look  behind  the  commiH- 
sion  fordefci^ts  in  thecomponentpartsof  the  legislature,  or  into  the  peculiar  ox^gauiziit ion 
of  the  l)ody  for  reasons  to  justify  the  Senate  in  declaring  its  acts  absolutely  null  and 
void.  Such  a  power,  if  carried  to  its  legitimate  extent,  would  subject  the  entire  scope 
of  State  legislation  to  be  ovemih'd  by  our  decisicm,  and  even  the  right  of  suttrage  of  in- 
dividual members  of  the  legislature  whose  elections  were  contested  might  lie  set  a^de. 
It  would  also  lead  to  investigations  into  the  motives  of  members  in  casting  their  votes, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  charge  of  bril)ery  or  corruption  in  particular  «l^e^. 
These  matters,  your  committee  think,  properly  belong  to  the  tribunals  of  the  State,  and 
cannot  constitute  the  basis  on  which  the  Senate  could,  without  an  infringement  of  State 
sovereignty,  claim  the  right  to  declare  the  election  of  a  Senator  void  who  po8sej^se<l  the 
requisite  (lualificat  ions  and  was  chosen  according  to  the  forms  of  law  and  the  Constitution. 

These  general  views  are  offered  to  show  that  contested  elections  in  the  iK>pular  branch 
of  Congress,  where  the  people  exert  in  their  primary  capacity  the  right  of  suflrage  under 
various  limitations  and  restrictions  in  the  choice  of  Kepresentatives  from  certain  pre- 
scribed distri<'ts.  oj>en  a  much  wider  field  of  inquiry  and  investigation  than  a  like  con- 
tent for  a  seat  in  the  Senate.  whi<*h  is  a  l>ody  wholly  federative  in  its  character  and 
organizati(m  and  whose  memljcrs  hold  theirappointments  from  and  represent  the  Stat«* 
as  iwlitical  soven'igntics.  Your  committee  liaving  regard  to  these  rules  us  applicable 
to  all  contested  elections  in  the  Senate,  proceed  to  apply  them  to  the  case  now  under 
consideri^ion. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  sitting  member,  Asher  Kobbins.  ])ossessesall  the  qualifications 
re(|uired  by  the  Constitution  ot  tlic  Ignited  States  to  be  a  Senator  in  Congress,  and  that 
his  (•omnii>sion  its  such  is  in  due  li.rm  according  to  the  laws  and  u.sagesof  Khode  Island. 
These  ]>oiuts  being  conceded,  the  remaining  and  the  only  question  to  be  decided  is.  was 
the  body  by  whicli  he  was  cIiom  ii  a  Senator  the  UijhUiimv  of  Kho<le  Island?  or  was  it 
merely  an  as'>;enil»l:ige  of  citizc^^s  without  authority  to  pass  laws  ])rescribing  that  which 
is  right  and  pr()hil)iling  tlir.t  which  is  wrong  to  the  iMjopleof  the  State?  On  this  giound 
both  parties  seem  <•(  t^  nt  to  rest  their  claims  to  a  M^at  in  the  Senate. 

The  general  assen:bly  of  IJhode  Island,  as  at  jm'sent  org-anized.  consists  of  two  sepji- 
rate  and  distinct  l)raneh(?s:  The  senate,  over  which  body  the  governor  presides,  anti  the 
house  of  ropre'-er.tatives — each  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  Stiite  who  are  freemen  or 
freelH.lders  and  entitled  to  vote  at  elections.  The  governor  and  senate  are  eleittd  an- 
nually; the  members  of  the  house  of  repres<*ntativcs,  semi-annually.     To  constitute  a 
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legislature  capable  of  enacting  laws  or  performing  any  other  duty  confided  to  that 
body  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  States  it  is  essential  that  there 
should  be  in  existence  at  the  same  time  a  governor  or  some  officer  authorized  to  perform 
the  executive  functions,  a  senate,  and  a  bouse  of  representatives.  In  the  absence  of 
either  the  other  branches  could  not  perform  any  act  which  would  be  obligatory  on  the 
people  of  the  State.  We  are  then  brought  to  the  inquiry  whether  these  component 
parts  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  were  assembled  at  Providence  in  January,  1833, 
when  Mr.  Robbins  was  elected  in  grand  committee  a  Senator  to  Congress?  It  is  alleged 
on  the  one  hand  that  the  governor  and  senate  had  ceased  to  exist  in  the  month  of  May, 
1832,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  one  year  for  which  they  had  been  elected  and  the 
failure  of  the  people  to  elect  their  successors  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  in,  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  On  the  other,  it  is  maintained  that 
the  powers  of  the  governor  and  senate  were  by  law  extended  until  their  successors  should 
be  duly  chosen  and  engaged,  for  which  purpose  special  elections  were  ordered  and  held, 
but  without  success,  prior  to  the  time  at  which  Mr.  Robbins  was  elected.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  correct  judgment  of  this  anomaly  in  the  constitution  of  the  State  it  is- 
necessary  to  recur  to  the  ancient  charter  of  Charles  II,  of  England,  granted  to  the  col- 
ony of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  in  1663,  which  has  not  been  superseded 
by  a  written  constitution  since  the  Revolution,  and  to  the  various  laws  which  have  been 
enacted  modifying  the  provision^  of  that  charter  in  such  manner  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
condition  and  convenience  of  the  people  of  the  State.  By  the  charter  certain  political 
powers,  rights,  and  privileges  are  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  among  which 
are  the  following: 

'*And  further,  we  will  and  ordain,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, do  declare  and  appoint  that,  for  the  better  ordering  and  managing  of  the  afiaira 
of  the  said  company  and  their  successors,  there  shall  be  one  governor,  one  deputy  gov- 
ernor, and  ten  assistants,  to  be  from  time  to  time  constituted,  elected,  and  chosen,  out  of 
the  freemen  of  the  said  company  for  the  time  being,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  here- 
after in  these  presents  expressed;  which  said  officers  shall  apply  themselves  to  take  care 
for  the  best  disposing  and  ordering  of  the  general  business  and  affairs  of  and  concerning 
the  lands  and  hereditaments  hereinafter  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  the  plantation 
thereof,  and  the  government  of  the  people  there." — Charier  ofB.  /.,  page  6,  Digest  1822. 

"And  that  forever  hereafter,  twice  in  every  year,  that  is  to  say,  on  every  first  Wednes- 
day in  the  month  of  May,  and  on  every  last  Wednesday  in  October,  or  oftener  in  case  it 
shall  be  requisite,  the  assistants,  and  such  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  company,  not  ex- 
ceeding six  persons  for  Newport,  four  persons  for  each  of  the  respective  towns  of  Provi- 
dence, Portsmouth,  aiid  Warwick,  and  two  persons  for  each  other  place,  town,  or  city, 
who  shall  be  from  time  to  time  thereunto  elected  or  deputed  by  the  major  part  of  the 
freemeil  of  the  respective  towns  or  places  for  which  they  shall  be  so  elected  or  deputed, 
shall  have  a  general  meeting  or  assembly,  then  and  there  to  consult,  advise,  and  deter- 
mine in  and  about  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  said  company  and  plantations.  And 
further,  we  do,  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  give  and  gnmt, 
unto  the  said  governor  and  company  of  the  English  colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  in  New  England,  in  America,  and  their  successors,  that  the  governor, 
or,  in  his  absence,  and  by  his  permission,  the  deputy  governor  of  the  said  company  for 
the  time  being,  the  assistants,  and  such  of  the  freemen  of  the  sfiid  company  as  shall  be 
so  as  aforesaid  elected  or  deputed,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  present  at  such  meet- 
ing or  assembly  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  called  the  general  assembly;  and  that  they,  or  the 
greatest  part  of  them  then  present,  whereof  the  governor  or  deputy  governor  and  si*  of 
tJie  assistants,  at  least  to  be  seven,  shall  have,  and  hereby  have,  given  and  granted  unto 
them  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  appoint, 
alter,  and  change  such  days,  times,  and  places  of  meeting  and  general  assembly  as  they" 
«hall  think  lit,  &c."     *    *     - 

"And  from  time  to  time  to  make,  ordain,  constitute,  or  repeal  such  laws,  statutes, 
orders,  and  ordinances,  forms  and  ceremonies  of  government  and  magistracy,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  meet  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  said  company,  and  for  the  government 
and  ordering  of  the  lands  and  hereditaments  hereinafter  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and 
of  the  people  that  do,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  shall,  inhabit  or  be  within  the  same,  so 
as  such  laws,  ordinances,  and  constitutions  so  made  be  not  contrary  and  repugnant  unto, 
but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  considering  the 
nature  and  constitution  of  the  place  and  people  there." — Digent  of  1822,  pages  6,  7,  8 of 
Charier. 

"And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, establish  and  ordain  that  yearly,  once  in  the  year  forever  hereafter,  namely,  the 
aforesaid  Wednesday  in  May,  and  at  the  town  of  Newport,  or  elsewhere,  if  urgent  occa- 
sion do  require,  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants  of  the  said  company,  and 
other  officers  of  the  said  company,  or  such  of  them  as  the  general  assembly  shall  think 
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fit,  shall  be  in  the  said  general  court  or  assembly  to  be  held  from  that  day  or  time,  newly 
chosen  for  the  year  ensuing  by  such  greater  part  of  said  company  for  the  time  being  as 
shall  be  then  and  there  present." — D.gest  of  1822,  page  9  of  the  Charter. 

These  extracts  from  the  charter  will  serve  to  show  the  original  structure  of  the  gov- 
<;rnment  of  Uhodc  Island  aud  Providence  l^lantations.  The  charter  provides  that  the 
governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants  shall  be  chosen  annually  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  ^lay  in  each  and  every  year  by  a  majority  of  the  company  at  Newport.  The 
deputies  to  the  general  a.ssembl.v  were  to  be  chosen  in  the  several  towns  for  which  they 
were  elected  semi-annually,  and  to  assemble  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  and  the  last 
Wednesday  in  October,  or  oftener,  in  case  it  should  be  requisite,  at  such  place  as  might 
be  designated  by  law.  The  governor,  deputy  governor,  assistants,  and  deputies,  as  or- 
ganized under  the  charter,  formed  one  body,  which  is  called  the  general  assembly. 

The  unlimited  power  granted  to  this  body  to  repeal  or  modify  the  existing  regnlations 
tor  the  government  of  the  colony,  or  to  adopt  such  new  regulations  aa  might  be  deemed 
expedient  for  the  convenience  of  the  people,  has  been  exercised  from  time  to  time  before 
■and  since  the  Kevolution,  when  I^hode  Island  became  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
These  modiilcations  have  materially  changed  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  estab> 
lished  fundamental  principles  of  government  inconsistent  with  those  recognized  and  or^ 
dained  by  the  charter,  which  now  remains  only  the  nominal  foundation  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  <lhe  State.  Your  committee  think  it  necessary  tx)  present  a  summary  of  these 
interpolations  on  the  charter,  as  they  furnish  a  practical  illustration  of  the  powen 
I'laimed  and  exercised  in  this  respect  by  the  general  assembly  of  Khode  Island,  the  va- 
lidity of  which  does  not  seem  to  have  been  at  any  time  questioned: 

1.  By  the  last  clause  of  the  charter  above  cited  the  election  of  governor,  deputy  gov- 
ernor, and  assistants  is  required  to  be  made  at  Newport  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  ^IiO' 
in  each  year  by  the  whole  body  of  the  freemen  of  the  company  assembled  at  that  place 
in  person.  This  is  the  literal  requirement  of  the  charter,  and  was  made,  we  presume, 
in  conformity  to  analogous  customs  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  elections  for  counties 
and  boroughs.  The  diiOiculty  of  convening  the  freemen  from  the  difierent  towns  of  the 
•colony  at  the  sea^son  indicated,  and  the  expeu.se  and  inconvenience  attending  their  assem- 
blage at  Newport  for  an  uncertain  Iqiigth  of  time  until  an  election  could  be  effected, 
very  s])eedily  suggested  a  modilication  of  this  requirement.  As  early  as  October  26, 1664, 
a  little  more  than  one  year  after  the  reception  of  the  charter,  after  stating  the  incon- 
veniences attending  a  i)ersonal  voting  at  Newport,  the  general  assembly  ordained  that 
"voting  by  proxces  be  enjoyed  by  all  the  freemen  of  this  collony,  and  that  each  ireeman 
desiering  to  vole  by  proxy  shall  subscribe  their  names  on  the  outside,  and  deliver  his 
votts  sealed  up  into  the  hands  of  a  majestrate  in  the  face  of  a  towne  metting  lawfully 
called,  and  notice  given  lor  that  porpose  *  ^  *  which  sayd  votts  shall  be  by  such 
whome  the  General  Assembly  shall  appoynt,  opened  and  delivered  forth  as  the  respective 
choice  of  the  several  votts  shall  requier;  provided  that  this  order  shall  noe  way  pr^u- 
dice  or  discorradge  any  who  desier  to  be  i>ersonally  present.'' — Ancient  Becords,  page 256. 

This  palpable  departure  from  the  original  provisions  of  the  charter  continued  to  be  the 
hiw  of  Khode  Island  for  nearly  a  century,  viz,  until  August,  1760,  when  a  different  ar- 
rangement was  substituted,  but  still  more  manifestly  departing  from  the  literal  require- 
ments of  that  instrument.  • 

2.  As  stated  in  our  remarks  immediately  following  the  passages  of  the  charter  above 
cited,  the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  was  constituted  into  one  body,  consisting  of  a 
governor,  deputy  governor,  and  ten  assistants,  and  so  many  deputies  elected  from  the 
freemen  of  the  several  towns  as  are  specifically  stated  in  the  second  of  those  quotations. 
This  single  body  was  invested  with  all  the  powers,  legislative  and  judicial,  which  the 
clauses  of  the  charter  enumerate,  and  acted  as  a  single  body,  determining  its  acts  by  a 
majority  of  voices  for  the  three  successive  years  subsequent  to  its  creation  by  charter. 
In  March  27,  16G6,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  towns  of  Portsmouth  and  Warwick,  an  act 
passed  the  general  assembly  *'  concerning  deputies  sitting  apart.''  After  stating  the  in- 
conveniences of  a  single  assembly,  they  enact  and  declare  that  "it  is  freely  agreed  that 
the  request  of  the  towns  aforesaid  be  granted,  and  ordered  that  the  magestrates"  (gOT- 
ernor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants)  "sitt  by  themselves,  and  the  deputies  by  them- 
selves; and  that  each  house  soe  sitting  have  equal  power  and  priviledge  in  the  proposing, 
composing,  and  propogattingany  act.  order,  and  law  in  generall  assembly,  and  that  nether 
house  in  generall  assembly  shall  have  |)ower,  without  the  concurrance  of  the  m^jour  part 
of  the  other  house,  to  make  any  law  or  order  to  be  accounted  as  an  acte  of  the  generall 
assembly." — Ancient  Records^  page 298. 

This  law  of  the  assembly  of  l(jG6,  and  not  the  charter,  is  the  whole  basis  of  the  pres- 
ent organization  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  which  consists,  as  we  have  before 
stated,  as  at  present  constituted,  of  two  branches — a  senate  and  a  house  of  repiesenta 
tives,  each  armed  with  a  negative  VL\you.  the  other. 

3.  The  act  of  August,  1760,  is  another  and  remarkable  departure  from  the  literal  require- 
ments  of  the  charter  of  King  Charles.     By  the  charter  itself  the  whole  body  of  fineenMfi 
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of  the  colony  were  to  assemble,  in  person,  at  Newport,  and  to  elect,  by  a  m^jor  vot«  of 
the  company,  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  jussistants.  The  law  of  October,  16G4, 
relaxed  this  provision  and  substituted  a  mixed  system  of  voting  for  these  officers,  partly 
in  person  and  partly  by  proxy.  This  continued  to  be  in  force  until  the  session  of  the 
general  assembly  in  August,  1760,  when  a  law  was  passed  entitled  '/An  act  regulating 
the  general  election."  In  the  preamble  to  this  act  it  is  set  forth  '*  that  it  is  found,  by 
long  experience,  the  freemen  going  to  Newport  to  put  in  their  votes  for  general  officers 
at  the  elections  is  very  injurious  to  the  interest  and  public  weal  of  the  colony;  *  *  * 
and  that  all  the  ends  of  voting  may  be  as  fully  attained  by  the  freemen's  putting  in 
their  proxy  votes  at  the  town  meeting  in  their  own  towns,  appointed  by  law  for  that 
purpose,  agreeable  to  the  ancient  and  laudable  custom  of  most  of  the  prudent  J&eemen: 
Tlierefore, 

"  Be  H  vnacted,  That,  for  the  future,  every  freeman  who  is  disposed  to  give  his  suffrage  at 
the  election  of  general  officera  in  this  colony  shall  do  it  by  putting  in  a  proxy  vote  in  the 
town  meeting  1 /I  the  town  to  which  he  belongs,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  April  nextpre- 
ce<ling  the  general  election,  agreeable  to  the  law  and  well-known  custom  of  proxing;  and 
DO  freeman  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  for  general  officers  at  the  general  election  held  at 
Nt'W|)ort,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  but  only  such  as  be  members  of  the  general 
4is.semblv." 

Thus,  by  this  act  of  the  legislature,  the  whole  system  of  voting  laid  down  by  the 
charter  is  radically  altered.  The  assembling  of  the  freemen  of  the  colony  at  Newport 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  as  the  charter  prescribes,  is  entirely  abrogated;  the 
mixed  method  of  voting,  partly  in  person  and  partly  by  proxies  sent  to  Newport  from 
the  other  towns  of  the  colony,  is  also  modified;  and  the  whole  system  is  changed  to  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  with  very  slight  variations,  viz,  that  the  freemen,  on  the  third 
Wednei^day  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several  towns,  shall  proceed  to  elect  a  governor, 
deputy  governor,  and  assistants,  and  not  in  one  body  assembled  in  Newport,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May. 

The  law  of  1760  was  deficient  in  one  important  particular,  which  the  act  of  January, 
I8'.i'2  (the  particular  act  now  complained  of),  was  intended  to  remedy.  Formerly,  and 
from  the  reception  of  the  charter  until  August,  1760,  a  failure  to  elect  general  officers 
was  a  contingency  not  to  be  apprehended,  becaase  the  freemen  assembled  at  Newport 
would  continue  assembled  and  voting  until  a  choice  were  effected.  But  by  the  act  of 
August,  1760,  the  freemen  were  to  vote  in  separate  towns,  and  the  votes  thus  given  hav- 
ing been  transmitted  to  Newport,  were  counted  in  the  presence  of  the  governor  and  as- 
sistants of  the  former  year,  in  convention  with  the  deputies  then  recently  elected.  If  it 
appeared,  on  counting,  that  there  was  no  choice  by  the  major  part  of  the  freemen,  there 
was  no  provision  in  this  attt  for  a  second  trial  for  these  offices  in  the  separate  towns;  and 
the  body  of  the  freemen  not  being  assembled  in  Newport,  it  was  impossible  to  go  on  in 
the  ancient  method  and  continue  to  vote  till  the  choice  Wiis  consummated.  If  the  re- 
quirements of  the  charter,  and  the  usages  under  it,  hud  been  strictly  complied  with,  the 
body  of  the  freemen  would  have  appeared  at  Newport,  the  governor  and  assistants  of  the 
former  year  would  have  presided  in  the  election,  and  the  voting  would  have  gone  on  until 
an  election  were  completed.  The  act  of  August,  1760,  having  changed  this  arrangement 
in  the  manner  al)ove  stated,  all  that  the  act  of  January,  1832,  did  was  to  follow  out  its 
provisions,  and  to  declare  that  the  governor  and  as.sistants  of  the  former  year  should  hold 
over,  while  other  trials  w6re  had  in  the  separate  towns,  and  until  an  election  of  general 
officers  was  effected  by  those  trials,  exactly  as  they  would  have  held  over  if  the  election 
had  been  made  by  the  body  of  the  freemen  assembled  at  Newport.  But  of  the  character 
of  this  act  your  committee  will  speak  more  particularly  hereaiter. 

4.  Your  committee  will  barely  advert  to  two  other  acts  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode 
Island  which  conflict  more  or  less  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  but  whose  validity 
they  believe  has  never  been  disputed;  such  as  the  act  devolving  the  powers  and  duties  of 
governor  on  a  person  who  had  never  been  elected  by  the  freemen  to  that  office,  in  certain 
cases;  also,  the  act  authorizing  the  governor,  in  certain  events,  to  appoint  times  and 
places  of  the  meeting  of  the  general  assembly,  although  the  charter  provides  that  the  as- 
sembly itself  shall  appoint  such  times  and  places;  both  these  acts  being  embodied  in 
''  the  act  to  provide  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  governor  in  certain  cases, 
and  also  fgr  regulating  the  sitting  of  the  general  assembly." — Digest  of  1822,  page  99. 

One  other  act  of  the  general  assembly  deserves  notice  in  this  connection,  as  illustrating 
in  a  striking  manner  the  peculiar  character^ of  legislation  in  Rhode  Island.  The  bill  of 
rights,  which  in  all  other  States  emanates  from  the  people  in  their  primary  capacity,  in 
this  State  is  incorporated  into  its  code  of  statutes  in  the  form  of  an  act  declaratory  of  the 
rights  of  the  people. 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  innovations  made  from  time  to  timeduring  theexistence 
both  of  the  colonial  and  State  governments  of  Rhode  Island  on  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter conferring  on  the  people  political  rights  demonstrates  the  power  claimed  and  exer- 
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cised  by  the  goueml  assembly  to  alter  or  modify,  without  restraint,  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  form  of  government  transmitted  to  them  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
This  power  has  never  been  denied  either  in  reference  to  its  validity  or  extent.  The  right. 
of  snffrajie  has  lieen  extended  to  a  class  of  citizens  who  did  not  enjoy  it  under  the  char- 
ter; the  elections  <li reeled  to  be  held  at  Newport  on  the  tirst  Wednesday  of  May  in  each 
year  are  held  throughout  the  State  on  such  days  and  at  such  places  as  are  provided  tor 
bylaw;  the  manner  of  holding  and  conducting  elections  and  of  returning  the  vole?<  is 
changed;  the  general  assembly  is  divided  into  two  separate  branches,  each  having  a  neg- 
ative on  the  action  of  the  other,  contrary  to  the  charter,  by  which  it  is  coDstitate<I  into 
one  body;  a  bill  of  rights,  which  properly  belongs  to  the  constitutions  of  the  several  Statw 
as  a  part  of  the  fundamental  law,  has  been  given  to  the  people  of  Rhode  iH^and  by  a 
simple  act  of  legislation.  These,  and  many  other  primary'  principles,  are  to  be  found  in 
the  code  of  statute  law  of  that  State,  while  of  the  ancient  charter  there  seenis  tobe8can*iV 

• 

a  vestige  remaining  untouched,  except  that  clause  which  prohibits  the  enactment  of  any 
law  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  this  became  obsolete  by  virtue  of  the  Revohition. 

The  people  of  the  State  have  ratified  all  these  changes,  not  only  by  their  silent  actiai- 
esc*ence,  but  by  their  positive  sanction.  The  power  to  make  them  was  necessary  to  thi- 
welfare  of  the  people,  and  was  wisely  reserved  in  the  precise  words  of  the  charter.  Your 
committee  can  perceive  nothing  in  the  act  of  .fanuary,  lS'^'Z,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  entitled  'Anac^t  regulating  the  manner  of  admitting  freemen,  and  directing  the 
method  of  electing  olhcers  in  this  State,'  *'  which  assumes  a  power  ditferent  in  its  chara*-- 
ter  from  that  which  had  been  previously  recognized  as  appertaining  to  the  general  assem- 
bly. The  necessity  of  proper  precautions  to  prevent  an  interregnum  in  the  government 
of  the  State  was  seen  and  duly  (x)nsidered  by  the  legislature.  They  believed  it  to  be  not 
only  po.s8ible  but  highly  probable  that  the  people  might  fail  at  the  regular  annual  ele<'- 
tion  to  choose  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  a  sufficient  .number  of  senators  to 
form  a  constitutional  quorom  lor  the  transaction  of  business.  The  result  proves  that  thw 
apprehension  was  well  founded.  The  tirst  section  of  the  act  declares  that  in  case  there 
be  no  choice  of  a  governor  at  an  animal  election  the  house  of  representatives  shall  onler 
a  new  election  for  the  choice  of  a  governor,  and  that  in  case  no  choice  shouhl  then  Iw 
made,  that  the  order  shall  be  renewed  as  ollen  as  the  votes  are  returned  to  the  general  as- 
sembly until  a  governor  be  elected,  or  until  such  proceedings  shall  become  unnecessary' 
by  reason  of  the  provision  of  law  for  the  next  annual  election;  and  in  the  mean  time 
that  the  governor  of  the  preceding  year  shall  continue,  under  his  former  engagement,  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  and  perform  and  execute  all  the  functions  or  duties  of  the  office  o( 
governor  until  another  shall  be  elected  and  engaged  in  his  place;  and  shall  receivesuch  pro- 
portion of  the  salary  as  corresponds  with  the  time  he  shall  so  serve.  The  same  provisions 
are  made  as  to  the  lieutenant-governor  and  all  the  other  general  officers,  in  case  of  a  like  fail- 
ure to  elect  those  officers  at  the  annual  election.  The  third  section  of  the  act  relates  to 
the  choice  of  senators  (assistants),  and  directs  that  new  elections  shall  be  ordered  as  in 
the  cases  above  mentioned  and  with  the  same  limitations,  unless  sixsenators,  being  the 
requisite  numl)er  to  form  a  (|uorum,  shall  have  been  chosen  at  the  annual  election.  The 
contingencies  intended  to  be  provided  against  by  this  act  ac^tually  occurre<l.  No  gov- 
ernor nor  lieutenant-governor  was  chosen  to  succeed  those  ofthe  past  year;  the  number  of 
senators  recjuired  for  a<)Uorum  were  not  elected  by  the  people;  and.  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  ofthe  act,  new  elections  were  ordered  by  the  house  of  representatives  where 
a  failure  to  elect  had  hapjMined,  until  in  the  judgment  of  thai  house  *'such  pnK*ee<)iugs 
had  become  unnecessary  l)y  reason  of  the  provision  of  law  for  the  next  annual  election." 

The  general  assembly,  in  the  mean  time,  as  at  that  time  constituted,  continued  toper- 
form  all  the  functions  which  ])roi)erly  belong  to  that  body  until  the  end  of  the  session  at 
Providence,  January,  IH'S.i.  It  remains  then  to  be  inquired,  was  this  body  so  assem- 
bled the  let/iitlnturc  of  Rhode  Island?  The  law  by  virtue  of  which  they  continued  to  ex- 
ercisfc  the  powers  of  legislation  is  said  to  be  repugnant  to  the  charter,  and  therefore  void. 
If  this  be  a  sound  objection  it  at  once  annuls  every  part  of  their  procreiKlings,  and  as  a  nec- 
essary consequence,  that  of  choosing  a  Senator  in  Congress. 

Your  (ronimittee  are  unable  to  find  any  clause  in  the  charter  which  forbids  the  exer- 
cise of  such  a  power  as  that  claimed  by  tiiejKissjigeof  the  act  of  .Fanuary,  181^2.  It  seems, 
on  the  contrary,  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  cn)wn  to  perpetuate  the  existence  of 
the  legislative]X)wer  in  the  cohmy  by  an  express  pro  vision — that  the  authority  ^  office,  and 
power  ofthe  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants  shall  cea.se  and  determine  when 
their  successors  shall  be  elected  and  engaged,  and  not  at  the  expiraticm  of  the  term  for 
which  they  were  respectively  chosen.  The  con.st ruction  of  this  clause  of  the  charter  has 
been  nnilbrm  from  the  commencement  ofthe  government  up  to  the  present  time. 

Tlic^  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  senators  (assistants)  ofthe  preceding  year,  at  the 
opening  of  each  annual  session  of  the  legislature  in  May,  take  their  seats,  and  join  the 
hou.se  of  representatives  in  grand  (rominittee  and  continue  toact  until  their  successors  are 
engaged.     This  is  abundantly  sufficient  to  provethat  they  hold  over,  as  a  matter  of  course 
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for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  members  newly  elected  to  succeed  them;  and  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  material  whether  the  time  required  for  the  performance  of  this  duty  be  one 
or  more  days;  for  the  same  principle  under  which  they  hold  over  for  a  single  day  would 
apply  to  a  longer  time  if  it  should  be  required  to  complete  the  organization.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  resort  to  this  provision  ofthe  charter,  or  to  the  practice  under  it,  to  estab- 
lish the  validity  of  the  power  to  pass  the  act  of  January,  1832.  The  general  power  given 
in  the  charter  to  the  legislature,  "from  time  to  time  to  make,  ordain,  constitute,  or  repeal 
such  laws,  statutes,  orders  and  ordinances,  forms  and  ceremonies  of  government  and  magis- 
tracy as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,"  without  limitation,  is  broad  enough  to  cover  the  whole 
gi'ound  assumed  in  justification  of  that  act.  If  Rhode  Island  had  followed  the  example 
of  her  sister  States  of  the  Union,  and  adopte<l  a  written  constitution,  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  this  power  to  continue  in  existence  the  legislative  body  until  their  successors  should 
be  chosen  and  engaged  might  have  been  given  in  that  instrument.  Shall  we  then  deny  to 
her  the  right  to  effect  the  same  object  by  law  when  the  people  have,  by  a  long  and  unin- 
terrupted acquiescence  in  that  mode  of  fixing  the  fundamental  principles  of  tjie  government, 
imparted  to  such  laws  the  force  and  efficiency  of  a  constitutional  provision  emanating  from 
a,  convention  chosen  for  that  special  purpose?  Your  committee  hold  it  to  be  an  undeni- 
able principle,  applicable  to  all  forms  of  government,  that  there  must  exist  in  the  supreme 
legislative  power  of  the  State  a  capacity  to  preserve  itself  from  annihilation.  Waiving, 
therefore,  all  the  considerations  arising  out  of  the  charter  and  the  immemorial  usage  oi 
the  State,  which  might  be  safely  relied  upon  to  justify  the  act  in  question,  there  are 
other  grounds  on  which  the  exercise  ofthe  power  claimed  may  be  sustained  and  vindi- 
<:ated.  The  constitutions  of  the  several  States  are,  in  the  broadest  sense,  Dopular,  ema- 
nating directly  from  the  people,  and  subject  to  be  modified  and  amended  as  the  people* 
may  think  proper.  The  legislative  power  embraces  every  object  without  distinction 
which  is  not  expressly  prohibited  by  a  declaration  of  rights  or  an  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  structure  of  the  State  governments  differs  in  this  important  respect  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  which  is  restricted  in  its  sphere  of  action  to  the  dele- 
gated powers  and  such  as  are  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  them  into  effect.  On  this  prin- 
ciple, the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  absence  of  a  vmtten  constitution,  could  only 
be  restrained  in  the  extent  of  its  powers  by  some  negative  provisions  of  the  charter  or  of  the 
bill  of  rights  subsequently  adopted  for  the  better  security  of  the  people  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  liberty.  In  neither  of  these,  nor  in  any  other  actor  instrument  now  in  force,  is 
there  to  be  found  any  prohibition  of  the  power  to  continue  over  an  existing  legisla- 
ture until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  chosen  and  engaged.  The  act  of  January,  1832, 
was  deemed  to  be  necessary  to  preserve  the  government  from  dissolution,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  new  and  extraordinary  elections  by  the  people.  It  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
people  by  their  action  under  it,  in  their  primary  capacity,  and  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  their  State  in  the  several  departments.  All  the  laws,  either  of  a  private  or 
general  nature,  passed  by  the  legislature  at  their  several  sessions  finom  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  May,  1832,  to  the  close  of  the  session,  January,  1833,  are  now  in  full  force  and 
operation.  The  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  State  was  composed  of  judges  elected  in 
grand  committee  of  the  two  houses  at  the  August  session,  1832,  and  their  commissions 
were  issued  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State  and  the  signature  of  the  governor,  who 
was  continued  in  of&ce  by  the  provisions  ofthe  act  of  January,  1832. 

Your  committee  could  not  expect  to  find  evidence  more  satisfactory  of  the  characterof 
the  body  by  which  Asher  Robbins,  the  sitting  member,  was  elected  a  Senator  to  Congress 
in  January,  1833. 

The  Constitution  ofthe  United  States  expressly  declares  that  ' '  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State  chosen  by  the  legislature 
thereof. ' '  But  what  is  the  definition  of  the  term  legislature?  Both  its  literal  and  tech- 
nical meaning  is,  "  the  power  that  makes  laws."  It  is  the  highest  attribute  of  sover- 
eignty, and  merges  all  other  powers  when  it  does  not  transcend  the  limitations  contained 
in  the  fundamental  constitution  of  the  State.  When,  therefore,  we  find  that  during 
the  existence  of  the  general  assembly,  one  branch  of  which  was  continued  and  held  their 
seats  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  January,  1832,  this  legislature  passed  fourteen  laws  of  a 
general  nature  and  twenty-eight  private  acts,  many  of  them  acts  of  incorporation,  be- 
sides numerous  resolutions  on  various  subjects  falling  within  the  range  of  legislative 
X)Owcr,  a  schedule  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  C;  and  when  these  laws  and 
resolutions  remain  on  the  statute-book  of  Rhode  Island  in  full  force  and  effect,  sanctioned 
by  judicial  decisions,  and  tacitly  submitted  to  by  the  people  over  whom  they  operate, 
it  v/ould  seem  to  your  committee  a  very  dangerous  assumption  of  power  in  one  branch 
of  Congress,  or  even  in  every  department  of  the  General  Grovernment  combined,  to  inter- 
fere with  the  internal  regulations  ofthe  State,  and  to  denounce  the  body  by  which  these 
law.s  and  resolutions  were  passed  as  a  mere  assemblage  of  citizens  without  any  public 
authority  whatever,  and  not  the  legislature  of  the  State.  Such  a  power  does  not  belong 
to  the  Federal  Government,  and  would,  if  claimed  and  carried  out  to  its  fiill  extent,  an- 
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nihilate  all  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.  It  is  a  generul  principle  of  national  law, 
applicable  to  all  distinct  und  independent  governments,  that  if  there  arise  any  dispntes 
in  a  State  on  the  fundamental  laws  and  public  administration,  or  on  the  prerogatives  of 
the  different  powers  of  which  it  is  composed,  it  is  the  businessof  the  State  alone  to  jadge 
and  determine  them  in  conformity  to  its  politiail  constitution.  No  government  has  a 
right  to  intrude  into  the  domestic  affairs  of  another  State  and  attempt  to  influence  its 
deliberations  or  to  control  its  action.  This  principle  is  recognized  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stat<?s,  by  which  the  respective  States  united  and  ibrmed  themselveft  into  a 
federal  republic.  Conceding,  as  we  ft^l  >K>und  to  do,  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  iu 
common  with  all  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  the  power  to  decide  for  itself  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  its  domestic  policy,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  ground  on  which  to  rest 
a  doubt  that  she  has  decided,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  the  character  and  powers  of 
the  body  by  which  Mr.  Kobbins  was  chosen  a  Senator  to  Congress.  They  passed  numer- 
ous laws  which  are  in  full  force.  They  electe<l  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State, 
who  have  tak^  a  new  eugiigement  or  oath  of  ollice,  and  accepted  uewconimi.ssions  from 
the  governor;  entered  on  Iheir  oflicial  duties,  and  condemned  to  death  :i  citizen  found 
guilty  of  a  capital  offense  against  the  laws  of  the  State.  They  received  com pensatitm 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  for  their  services,  and  disbursed  the  public  money  ntit->- 
sary  for  the  support  of  the  government.  No  question  has  arisen  touching  or  impugn 
ing  the  validity  of  any  one  of  these  acts  because  they  were  passed  or  performed  l)y  ud 
incompetent  Ixxly,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  attempt  made  by  a  succeeding  legisla- 
ture to  vacate  the  election  of  Mr.  Kobbins.  Your  committee  cannot  omit  to  refer  to  thtr 
preambleof  the  act  annulling  that  election,  iu  which  the  legislature  fully  recognize  their 
predece.'^sors  as  *'  the  general  assembly  ''  of  the  State.  The  only  ground  iissumed  to  jus- 
tify the  act  declaring  the  election  null  and  void  is  comprised  in  a  single  sentence  of  the 
preamble,  in  the  following  words: 

**  Whereas  the  general  assembly  which  elected  Asher  Kobbins  a  Senator  to  the  Senateof 
the  United  States  on  the  10th  day  of  January  last  <//</  not  comply  with  the  provisioua  of  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  manner  of  ad- 
mitting freemen,  auddirecting  the  methoilof  electingofficers  in  this  State,'  "  by  virtue  of 
which  the  members  of  one  branch  of  said  assembly  then  held  their  offices,  hut  jtrot-ecdtd 
prematurvhj  ihrrein,  and  the  sjiid  election  is  therefore  void,  and  ought  so  to  be  declared 
by  this  assembly:  Therefore,  Be  it  enacted,  <fec." 

Again,  the  same  legislature  at  their  session  held  in  May,  18^^3,  passed  an  act  to  repeal 
the  law  of  January,  1832,  in  the  ordinary  form,  but  express  no  opinion  that  the  law  so 
repealed  was  null  and  void,  and  thereby  admit  its  validity  up  to  the  date  of  the  repealing 
act.     It  is  worthy  of  remark,  also,  that  the  same  legislature  at  the  session  held  iu  Octo- 
ber, 1833,  passed  a  special  act  to  airry  into  effect  on  act  of  the  legislature  passed  in 
January,  1833,  changing  the  mode  of  electing  representatives  to  Congress,  and  declaring 
that  a  plurality  of  votes  should  in  future  decide  the  election  in  certain  cases,  contrary  to 
the  former  and  long  established  law  of  the  State,  by  which  a  minority  of  iill  the  votes 
polled  at  any  such  election  was  necessary  to  a  choice  in  all  cases.     Thus  the  power  of  the 
legislature  assembled  in  January,  18^^,  to  enactthis  important  law  is  fully  acknowledged 
and  conceded  by  their  successors,  while  their  power  to  elect  a  Senator  to  Congress  is  de- 
nied and  declared  null  and  void.     Your  committee  advert  to  these  acts  as  conclusive  in 
reference  to  the  character  of  the  body  of  men  which  elected  Mr.  Robbins.     If  they  were 
competent  to  bind  the  people  of  the  State  by  general  laws,  which  is  nowhere  contested, 
they  could  only  exercise  such  a  power  in  their  capacity  as  the  legislature  of  the  State, 
and  as  such  it  was  their  constitutional  right  and  incumbent  duty  to  choose  a  S^iator  to- 
Congress.     There  was  but  one  governor  and  but  one  senate  in  the  State  claiming  to  be 
a  part  of  the  general  assembly.     If  there  hod  existed  another  body  of  men,  however 
chosen,  contending  for  the  oihces  of  the  governor  and  senators  in  the  State,  it  will  not  be 
denied  that  their  respective  rights  might  be  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  deciding  a  contested 
election  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.     But  in  the  absence  of  any  such  conflicting 
claims  to  these  offices  when  only  one  legislative  l>ody  was  known  in  the  State  which 
exercised  all  the  power  and  performetl  all  the  functions  of  the  legislature,  and  whose  acts 
have  in  every  form  and  by  every  department  of  the  government  been  declared  valid,  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  palpable  invasion  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  to  abrogate  its  laws 
and  overthrow  its  government  by  denying  that  a  body  capable  of  exercising  the  powers  of 
legislation  existed  in  the  State  after  the  term  for  which  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor, 
and  senators  chosen  at  the  annual  election  in  April,  1831,  had  expired.     To  annul  the 
election  of  Mr.  Kobbins  would  involve  all  these  absurdities,  and  must  be  productive  of 
confusion  and  anarchy  in  the  State  of  which  he  has  been  chased  a  Senator  in  Congress. 

The  time  at  which  the  election  took  place  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted 
were  in  strict  conformity  to  the  laws  of  Khode  Island.  The  two  houses  met  in  grand 
committee  according  to  law  at  the  session  of  the  general  assembly  next  preceding  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  Asher  Kobbins,  then  a  Senator  in  Congress,  and  elected 
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him  for  another  term  of  six  years,  to  commence  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1833,  and  then 
the  grand  committee  assembled  for  this  purpose  was  dissolved.  The  choice  was  made  by 
the  legialature  of  the  State,  whose  laws  are  held  to  be  valid  and  binding  thronghout  the 
State;  they  command  and  receive  obedience  from  the  people.  No  objection  is  made  or 
can  be  made  either  to  the  time  or  manner  of  the  election.  The  Senator  elected  has  all  the 
requisite  </Ma/(/?ca^ion8 demanded  by  the  Constitution,  and  his  commisfiion  or  credentials 
were  in  due  form  delivered  to  him  and  presented  to  the  Senate.  Your  committee  hold 
this  to  be  a  vested  right,  the  obligation  and  effect  of  which  no  subst^quent  legislature  of 
that  State  could  impair;  still  less  had  they  authority  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  another 
Senator  until  the  seat  of  the  Senator-elect  had  been  vaavted  bv  a  solemn  decision  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  With  these  views  of  the  subject  referred  to  them,  your 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  Asher  Robbins,  being  duly  and  constitutionally  chosen  a  Senator  in. 
Congress  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  is  entitled  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 


A. 

State  op  Rhode  Island,  &c., 

Saiurdai/,  January  19,  1833. 

In  grand  cbmmittee,  elected  Asher  Robbins  Senator  in  Congress  for  six  years  from  th^ 
fourth  of  March  next. 

Robbins  41:  Potter  25:  Pearce  12. 

Grand  committee  rose. 

True  copy  from  eenate  journal. 

HENRY  BOWEN, 

Seetetary, 


CBEDENTIALS  OF  THE  HON.  ASHEB  BOBBINS. 

By  his  excellency  Lemuel  H,  Amoldy  governor^  captain-general,  and  commander-inrchief  of 

the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations: 

Be  it  known  that  Asher  Robbins,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  qualified  sibcord- 
ing  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for  a  Senator  in  the  Congress  thereof,  was  by 
the  legislature  of  said  State,  at  the  session  thereof  holden  by  adjournment  at  Providence 
on  the  second  Monday  of  January  instant,  elected  a  Senator  from  said  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  for  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  of  March  next. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  said  State 
to  be  affixed,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  of  independence  the  fiftv-seventh. 

[L.  8.]  LEMUEL  H.  ARNOLD. 

By  his  excellence's  command: 

HENRY  BOWEN, 

Secretary  of  State. 


VACATING  ACT. 

State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations^  in  ghienU  assembly,  October  session j  A.  D, 

1833. 

Whereas  the  general  assembly  which  elected  Asher  Robbins  a  Senator  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  nineteenth  of  January  last  did  not  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  manner  of  admitting  free- 
men and  directing  the  method  of  electing  officers  in  this  State,*'  by  virtue  of  which  the 
members  of  one  branch  of  said  assembly  then  held  their  offices,  but  proceeded  prema- 
turely therein,  and  the  said  election  is  therefore  void,  and  ought  to  be  so  declared  by 
this  assembly:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly y  and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  That  the 
said  election  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  declared  to  be  null  and  void  and  of  no  elTect; 
and  the  office  is  hereby  declared  to  be  vacant. 

True  copy  of  record.     Witness: 

HENRY  BOWEN, 

Secretary. 
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By  his  excellency  John  Brown  Francis,  governor ,  captain-general^  and  commander-in-dUef  of 

the  State  of  Rhode  Island  arid  Providence  Plantations  : 

Beit  known  that  the  name  '^ Henry  Bowen  "  to  the  aforewritten  attestation  sob- 
scribed  is  the  proper  handwriting  of  Henry  Bowen,  esqaire,  Who  at  the  time  of  sabscrib 
ing  the  same  was  secretary  of  the  State  aforesaid,  duly  elected  and  qualified  acoo(rding  to 
law:  Wherefore,  nnto  his  said  attestation  fall  faith  and  credit  are  to  be  rendered. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  said  State 
to  be  affixed  at  Providence  this  fifteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  of  independence  the  fifty-eighth. 

[l.  s.]  JOHN  BROWN  FRANCIS. 

By  his  excellency's  command: 

HENRY  BOWEN, 

Secretary. 


B. 
CREDENTIALS  OF  ELISHA  B.  POTTER. 

£y  hia  excellency  John  Brown  Francis^  governor,  captain-general^  and  commander-in-ckitf  of 

the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations : 

Be  it  known  that  Elisha  R.  Potter,  of  South  Kingstown,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  qualified 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  for  a  Senator  in  the  Congress  thereof^ 
was  by  the  legislature  of  said  State,  at  the  session  thereof  bolden  at  South  Kingstown 
«n  the  last  Monday  in  October  last,  elected  a  Senator  from  said  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  for  six  years,  commencing  the  fourth  day  of  March  last. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  said  State 
to  be  affixed  at  Providence  the  fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoU' 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  of  independence  the  fifty-eighth. 

[l.  s.]  JOHN  BROWN  PBANCia 

By  his  excellency's  command: 

HENRY  BOWEN, 


C. 

Public  acts  passed  by  the  general  assembly  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Piantaiian»  fivm 

May,  1832,  to  the  dose  of  the  session,  January,  1833. 

1.  An  act  relating  to  the  Burrillville  Bank. 

2.  An  act  authorizing  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Providence  to  appoint  a  laiger 
number  of  members  of  Engine  Company  No.  5. 

3.  An  act  relating  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  and  to  the  asylum,  in  the  town  of  Prats- 
mouth 

4.  An  act  in  relation  to  the  returns  of  certain  justices  of  the  peace. 

5.  An  act  in  further  amendment  of  an  act  to  establish  public  schools. 

6.  An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  in  relation  to  quarantine  and  to  the  introdnction  and 
spreading  of  contagious  and  infectious  sickness  in  this  State. 

7.  An  act  authorizing  certain  military  officers  to  be  engaged  in  their  commissions. 

8.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  appointing  the  several  town  councils  in 
this  State  boards  of  health  ex  officio. 

9.  An  act  (November,  1832)  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the 
election  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  and  of  elect- 
ors for  the  elections  of  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States 

10.  An  act  authorizing  certain  military  officers  to  take  their  engagements  or  their 
commissions. 

11.  An  act  to  prevent  hogs  going  at  large  in  Washington  village,  in  Coventry. 

12.  An  act  in  relation  to  extrajudicial  oaths. 

13.  An  act  (January,  1833)  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the 
election  of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  and  of  elect- 
ors for  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

14.  An  act  regulating  criminal  process  in  certain  cases. 
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Privale  ads  passed  by  the  geiUfal  assembly  of  (he  Stdte  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
turns  from  May,  1832,  to  the  close  of  the  session,  January,  1833. 

1.  An  act  to  incorporate  certain  persons  as  a  society  by  the  name  of  St.  James  Church, 
at  Woonsocket  Falls,  in  Smithfield. 

2.  An  act  to  legitimate  Maria,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  A.  and  Mary  Ann  Potter. 

3.  An  act  to  anthorize  Henry  Yates  and  Archibald  Mclntyre  to  put  forth  a  lottery 
for  the  benefit  of  public  schools. 

4.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Greenville  Fire  Engine  Company. 

5.  An  act  to  revive  the  charters  of  certain  military  companies. 

6.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Providence  Steamboat  Company. 

7.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Phoenix  Iron  Foundry. 

8.  An  act  to  revive  the  charters  of  certain  military  companies. 

9.  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Providence  Marine  Corps  of  Artillery. 

10.  An  act  in  amendment  of  an  act  incorporating  a  society  by  the  name  of  the  Paw- 
catuck  Academy  Company. 

11.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  New  York,  Providence  and  Boston  Railroad  Company. 

12.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  liailroad  Company. 

13.  An  act  to  authorize  the  corporation  of  St.  John's  Church,  in  Providence,  to  tax 
the  pews  in  said  church. 

14.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  certain  persons  by  the 
name  of  the  "  First  Universalist  Society  in  the  town  of  Providence." 

15.  An  act  to  authorize  John  A.  Grace  to  hold,  convey,  and  transmit  real  estate  in  this 
State. 

16.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Albion  Village  Fire  Engine  Company. 

17.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  Newport. 

18.  An  act  to  anthorize  John  Chatbnm  to  hold,  convey,  and  transmit  real  estate. 

19.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Warren  Rhode  Island  Seaman  Friends'  Society. 

20.  An  act  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut  Turnpike  Corporation. 

21.  An  act  to  authorize  John  Paine  and  Daniel  Burgess  to  put  forth  a  lottery  for  the 
benefit  of  public  schools. 

22.  An  act  to  incorporate  certain  persons  by  the  name  of  the  First  General  Baptist 
Church  m  Warwick. 

23.  An  act  to  revive  an  act  in  amendment  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Providence  and 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  in  amendment  thereof,  and  in 
addition  thereto. 

24.  An  act  to  incorporate  certain  i)er8ons  by  the  name  of  the  Woonsocket  Falls  Baptist 
Society. 

25.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Gloucester  and  Burrillville  Safe-guards. 

26.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  West  Greenwich  Farmers'  Bank,  in 
the  town  of  West  Greenwich. 

27.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  in  the  city  of 
Providence. 

28.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  Citizens'  Union  Bank. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  same  general  assembly,  from  May,  1832,  to  January,  1833, 
inclusive,  passed — 

Thirty-one  votes  or  resolutions  liberating  the  persons  or  commuting  the  punishments 
of  convicts; 

Thirty-seven  votes  or  resolutions  authorizing  the  sales  of  real  estates; 

Three  resol  u  tions  authoriziuf;  persons  to  apply  to  the  supreme  coui*t  for  decrees  of  d  i  vorce ; 

Six  votes  or  resolutions  releasing  the  persons  of  insolvent  debtors  on  giving  bond,  &c. ; 

A  resolution  for  the  piayment  of  the  salaries  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  preceding  year; 

A  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  State  map; 

Resolutions  for  the  payment  of  a  great  variety  of  accounts; 

Several  votes  authorizing  new  trials; 

And,  finally,  elected  all  the  oflicers,  dvil  and  military,  of  the  State,  who  severally 
took  their  commissions,  and  acted  under  them  during  the  whole  of  that  year. 


views  op  the  minority. 
In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Apbil  4,  1834. — Read,  and  ^i^ered  to  be  printed. 

The  minority  of  the  select  committee  on  the  contested  seat  occupied  by  the  Hon. 
Asher  Robbins  report:  , 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  a  contested  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the 
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floD.  Asher  Robbins  being  the  sitting  member  and  the  Hon.  Elisha  R.  Potter  clainiin;^ 
the  seat  occapied  by  the  said  Robbins,  entertaining  opinions  and  views  difiTerent  fnmi 
those  expressed  by  the  majority  of  the  said  committee  in  their  report  submitted  to  the 
Senate  on  the  4th  day  of  March  instant,  respectfully  submits  the  ibllowiDg  report: 

The  course  adopted  by  the  committee  to  settle  the  facts  upon  which  their  opinioa<< 
were  to  be  formed  was  to  call  ui)on  the  parties  to  the  controversy  lor  statements  of  tbe 
facts  which  they  wished  to  prove,  or  which  each  wishecl  admitted  by  his  opponent,  as 
beiuj;,  in  their  estimation,  material  to  their  respective  claims.  This  call  was  answered 
by  Mr.  Potter  by  the  statement  sijmcd  by  him,  and  dated  11th  December  last,  which  is 
hereto  annexed,  marked  D.  Mr.  Robbins  replied  to  this  statement  of  Mr.  Potter  by  the 
paper  hereto  annexed,  marked  E.  This  reply  of  Mr.  liobbins  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Pot- 
ter, and  drew  from  him  the  additional  statement  signed  by  him,  and  dated  Slst  Decem* 
1>cr  last,  which  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  F.  Here  the  statements  of  fact  closed,  ami 
Mr.  Potter  was  called  upon  for  such  arguments  as  he  mifi^ht  choose  to  submit  to  tbe 
committee,  when  he  returned  the  paper  annexed,  signed  by  him,  dated  2l8t  January 
last,  and  hereto  annexed,  marked  G.  To  this  argument  Mr.  Robbins  replied  hy  the 
paper  signed  by  him,  dated  24th  January  hist,  and  hereto  annexed,  marked  H.  *  Mr. 
Potter  rejoined  by  the  paper  signed  by  him,  dated  3d  February  last,  and  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  I.  In  this  state  the  ca.He  was  submitted  to  the  committee,  each  party 
having  accompanied  their  statements  with  sucli  proofs  from  the  journals  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  their  State  and  other  public  records  as  they  considered  required.  Most  of  the 
points  estahlishecl  by  the  proofs  submitted  are  fully  admitted  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties  in  their  statements  of  fact,  and  therefore  such  of  them  only  will  be  referred  to 
and  annexed  as  may  be  found  material  to  establish  facts  not  so  admitted.  The  state- 
ments and  arguments  of  the  parties  are  annexed,  because  the  undersigned  considers  tbe 
question  one  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that  it  is  proper  the  Senate  should  see  folly 
the  facts  which  the  immediate  parties  to  the  controversy  have  considered  in  any  way 
material,  the  arguments  by  which  they  have  sought  to  direct  the  judgments  of  the  meni- 
Iters  of  the  committee,  and  the  conclusions  they  have  formed  upon  the  points  raised. 

The  m£^jority  of  the  committee,  in  the  view  they  have  taken  of  the  subject,  have  not 
considered  it  important  to  print  these  statements,  or  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
proofs  submitted,  but  as  the  course  of  reflection  pursued  by  the  undersigned  and  tbe 
opinion  be  has  formed  has  been  governed  by  the  facts  discl(^ed  in  these  papers,  and  as 
the  parties  have  so  intermixed  fact  and  argument  in  all  their  statements  that  the  one 
cannot  well  be  separated  from  the  other,  he  feels  that  he  may  not  be  borne  out  in  bis 
facts  without  annexing  to  this  report  these  statements  entire,  while  he  is  sensible  that 
the  arguments  he  shall  offer  will  be  mostly  repetitions  of  those  which  the  parties  have 
presented  to  him.  That  both  of  the  parties  have  assumed  positions  which  are  untenable, 
as  well  as  positions  which  are  wholly  irrelevant,  is  clear  to  his  mind,  as  he  does  not 
doubt  it  will  be  tothe  judgment  of  the  Senate:  but^  he  still  thinks  they  have  not  omitted 
the  true  and  material  points  of  the  controversy,  and  that  their  suggestions  may  do  that 
justice  to  tbe  subject  which  it  will  not  receive  from  any  effort  of  his.  The  undeTHf|nie«l 
believes  that  as  to  most  of  the  facts  assumed  by  the  m^ority  of  the  committee  there 
will  be  no  dispute;  but  as  there  are  facts  in  the  case  which  he  considers  material,  and 
to  which  the  majority  of  the  committee  do  not  refer  in  their  report,  a  reference  to  the 
statements  of  tbe  parties  and  to  some  of  the  proofs  will  be  necessary  to  authorize  him 
to  use  those  facts  to  sustain  his  conclusions.  And  if,  under  this  impression,  he  should 
connect  with  this  report  any  portion  of  the  documents  before  the  committer",  which  upon 
examination  may  not  appear  to  have  1>een  necessarily  so  connected,  he  feels  sure  that 
the  Senate  will  find  his  excuse  in  the  conviction  he  is  under  that  the  novelty  and  impor- 
tance of  the  question  demands  a  full  exhibition  of  the  facts  and  arguments  which  are 
material  and  relevant,  and  that  the  safe  course  is  to  withhold  nothing  which  may  be 
important,  though  that  course  may  lead  to  the  examination  of  much  which  is  unimpor- 
tant. 

Having  reference  to  these  statements,  and  to  such  other  documents  as  shall  be  here- 
after  referred  to,  the  undersigned  makes  the  following  relation  of  facts  upon  which 
he  supposes  the  decision  of  the  question  submitted  to  the  committee  must  mainly  rest. 

Charles  II,  King  of  England,  in  the  year  1663,  gninted  to  his  colony  in  America 
known  as  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  Providence  Plantations  (now  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island)  a  charter  for  its  civil  government,  which  was  submitted  to  the  people 
of  the  colony  and  adopted  by  them,  andthns  became  the  fundamental  Uw  of  the  colonial 
government.     (Seethe  paper  annexed,  duly  certifuKl,  ami  marked  K.) 

The  said  charter  provided,  among  other  thiu£s,  thut  '^for  the  better  ordering  and 
managing  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  said  company  and  then  H^iccessors  there 
shall  be  one  governor,  one  deputy  governor,  and  ten  assistants,  to  lie  fr>m  time  to  time 
constituted,  elected,  and  chosen,  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  comptiny  for  the  tiiTiS  be- 
ing, in  such  manner  and  form  as  is  hen'aiter  in  these  presents  exprebsed.*'  (See  the 
Carter,  page  0  of  the  Laws  of  Rhode  Island,  Digest  of  1822.) 
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TIic  charter  appointed  the  first  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  aa^^istants  **to  con- 
tiuuo  in  the  said  several  offices,  respectively,  until  the  first  Wednesday  which  shall  be  in 
the  mouth  of  May  now  next  coming.     (See  same  page  as  above. ) 

i'hc  charter  further  provided  "  that  lor  ever  hereafter,  twice  in  every  year,  that  is  ti) 
say,  on  every  finst  Wednesday  in  the  month  of  May  and  on  every  last  Wednesday  in  Octo- 
ber, or  oftencr  in  case  it  s^hall  be  requisite,  the  assistants  and  such  of  the  Ireemcn  of  the 
said  company,  not  exceedinpj  six  persons  lor  Newport,  four  personsfor  eachof  the  respect- 
ive towns  of  Providence,  Portsmouth,  and  Warwick,  and  two  persons  for  each  other 
place,  town,  or  city,  who  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  thereunto  elected  or  deputed  by  the 
major  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  respective  towns  or  places  for  which  they  shall  be  so 
elected  or  deputed,  shall  have  a  general  meeting  or  assembly,  then  and  there  to  consult, 
advise,  and  determine  in  and  about  the  afiairs  and  business  of  the  said  company  and 
plantations."     (See  Charter,  page  7,  Digest  of  1822.) 

The  charter  further  provided  "that  the  governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  or  by  his  per- 
mission, the' deputy  governor  of  the  said  company  for  the  time  being,  the  assistants, 
and  such  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  company  as  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  elected  or  de- 
puted, or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  present  at  such  meeting  or  assembly  as  albresaid, 
sluill  be  called  the  general  assembly,  and  that  they,  or  the  greatest  part  of  them  then 
present,  whereof  the  governor  or  deputy  governor  and  six  of  the  assistants,  at  least  to  be 
seven,  shall  have,  and  have  hereby,  given  and  granted  unto  them  full  power  and  author- 
ity," «S:c. ;  thus  constituting  the  legislative  body  for  the  colony.  (See  Charter,  same 
page  as  last  above. ) 

The  charter  further  provided  for  the  election,  time  of  election,  and  term  of  office  of 
the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  "And  fur- 
ther, our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby,  for  us.  our  heirs  and  successors,  cntab- 
lish  and  ordain,  that  yearly,  once  in  the  year,  for  .ever  hereafter,  namely,  the  albresaid 
Wednesday  in  May»  and  at  the  town  of  Newport,  or  elsewhere  if  urgeut  occasion  do 
require,  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants  of  the  said  company,  and  other 
officers  of  the  said  company,  or  such  of  them  as  the  general  assembly  shall  think  lit, 
shall  be,  in  the  said  general  court  or  assembly  to  be  held  from  that  djy  and  time  newly 
chosen  for  the  year  emming  by  such  greater  part  of  the  said  company,  for  the  time  being, 
as  shall  be  then  and  there  present."     (See  Charter,  page  9,  Digest  of  1822.) 

No  charter  was  granted  to  this  colony  by  the  crown  of  Gre  it  Britain  subsequent  to 
that  of  Charles  II  above  mentioned  and  previous  to  the  American  Jievoluiiou,  but  the 
colony  remained  subject  to  the  provisions  of  that  charter  so  long  as  it  remained  a  British 
colony;  and  the  people  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  since  the  Revolution,  have  forme:l 
no  constitution  of  government,  but  have  continue<l  the  system  of  government  existing 
with  them  at  the  time  of  that  event,  having  only  changed  their  allegiance. 

From  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  charter  in  lG(i3-'G4  by  the  people  of  the  col- 
ony up  to  the  yeiir  1831  no  change  had  taken  place  in  the  qualifications  for  the  offiutM 
of  ;;overnor,  deputy  governor,  or  assistants,  or  in  the  terms  of  their  rcspertive  ofiice.«*, 
bdt  all  those  officers  were  elected  annually  during  all  that  period.  The  olfivjal  name  of 
tlie  deputy  governor  had  been  changed  in  the  laws  to  that  of  lieutenant-governor,  the 
official  name  of  assistants  to  that  of  senators,  and  the  official  name  of  the  deputies  to  that 
of  representatives;  but  these  changes  of  official  names  or  designations  were  not  accum- 
panicd  by  any  changes  of  official  powers  or  duties. 

The  charter  contemplated  that  all  the  freemen  should  assemble  at  Newport,  *' or  else- 
where if  urgent  occasion  do  require,"  and  .should  vote  at  the  same  poll  lor  their  gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor,  and  senators.  This  mode  of  voting  was  partially  changed 
soon  after  the  granting  of  the  charter,  and  a  privilege  was  given  to  each  freeman  to  at- 
tend at  Newport  and  vote  in  person,  or  to  send  his  vote  by  a  proxy.  The  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  the  colony  and  its  difiusion  over  a  large  extent  of  territory  in  the  coursaof  time 
induced  the  legislature  to  extend  this  system  of  voting  by  proxy,  and  to  provide  for  the 
holdmg  of  a  poll  in  each  town  on  the  day  of  an  annual  election,  giving  to  the  freemen 
of  the  towns  the  right  to  prepare  a  written  or  printed  ballot  containing  the  names  of  the 
persons  for  whom  each  should  choo.^e  to  vote  for  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  sen- 
ators, and  al  1  such  other  general  officers  as  were  to  bo  voted  for,  or  as  the  voter  should  choose 
to  vote  for,  with  properdesignationsas  to  the  office  designed  for  each  person  vot€<l  for;  which 
ballot,  so  prepared,  with  the  full  nameof  the  voter  written  upon  the  back  thereof,  he  was  at 
liberty  to  deposit  in  the  ballot-box  of  his  town.  Accurate  poll-lists  of  the  persons  voting 
were  to  be  kept,  and  after  the  close  of  the  poll  the  ballots  so  deposited  in  the  ]k)x  and  the  in- 
dorsement of  the  name  of  the  voter  on  the  back  thereof  were  to  be  compared  with  the  pol  l- 
list,  and  when  found  to  agree  the  original  poll- list  was  to  be  deposited  with  the  town  clerk  of 
the  town  for  the  inspection  of  the  freemen  thereof,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  poll-list,  together 
with  the  ballots  so  taken,  carefully  sealed  up  by  the  persons  having  charge  of  the  poll, 
was  to  be  delivered  to  the  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  electe<l  for  the  town, 
or  to  a  senator,  to  be  by  him  taken  to  Newport,  and  there  delivered  in  the  general  assem- 
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bly  on  the  day  fixed  by  the  charter  for  the  election  at  Newport  of  the  governor,  lienten- 
ant-governor,  and  senators,  and  other  general  officers.  On  that  day  the  hon^e  of  repre- 
sentatives newly  elected  for  the  half  year  then  next  following  take  the  oath  of  office, 
and  then  proceed  to  open  and  count  these  votes  so  sent  to  them  for  the  choice  of  a  gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor,  and  senators,  and  such  other  general  officers  as  are  to  be 
elected,  to  compare  the  votes  with  the  poll-lists  also  sent  and  to  pioDoance  the  remit; 
and  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  elected,  if  any  such  officers  are  elected 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  thus  given,  the  result  being  pronounced,  take  the  oath  of 
office,  and  the  legislature  is  organized.  This  system  of  voting  was  substantial  ly  adopted 
by  the  colony  as  early  as  the  year  1760,  and  has  ever  since  been  and  still  is  the  manner 
in  which  the  freemen  of  Rhode  Island  vote  for  their  governor,  lieatenant-govemor, 
senators,  and  other  general  officers.  (See  the  statements  of  the  parties  annexed,  and 
particularly  the  act  of  August,  1760,  marked  L. ) 

The  charter  seems  also  to  have  contemplated  that  the  whole  legislature  shoold  have 
formed  one  body  or  aggregate  mass;  but  soon  after  the  granting  of  the  charter  the  prac- 
tice was  adopted  of  forming  one  house  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  assist- 
ants, or  senators,  called  the  senate,  and  another  house  of  the  representatives  elected  by 
the  towns,  called  the  house  of  representatives,  and  for  the  purposes  of  legislation  of 
having  the  two  houses  set  apart  and  act  separately,  each  exercising  etxnal  legislative 
powers,  and  of  consequence  each  having  a  negative  upon  the  action  of  the  other.  This 
practice  is  still  continued  in  the  organization  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  ^ 
legislative  purposes,  though  when  acting  executively,  or  acting  in  the  election  of  a  Senator 
to  represent  the  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  two  houses  still  act  together 
as  one  body,  and  in  that  State  are  termed  by  the  laws  and  practice  of  the  Government 
^'  The  Grand  Committee.''     (See  Laws  of  the  State  and  Journals  of  the  Legislatare. ) 

The  time  fixed  by  the  charter  for  the  annual  elections  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor, 
and  senators  is  the  first  Wednesday  iu  May;  and  to  give  time  for  the  freemen  to  hold 
the  polls  in  their  respective  towns,  and  to  have  their  proxies  delivered  at  Newport  by  the 
day  required,  the  law  prescribes  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  in  each  year,  for  hold- 
ing the  town  meetings,  and  for  receiving  and  sealing  up  the  proxies  in  the  manner  before 
related.     (See  page  94  of  the  Digest  of  1 822. ) 

Pursuant  to  these  regulations  an  annual  election  for  governor,  lieutenant-governor, 
and  senators  was  held  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  April, 
1831;  and  upon  counting  the  proxies  returned  to  Newport  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
May  thereafter,  the  day  fixed  by  the  charter,  there  appear^  to  have  been  a  governor,  lien- 
tenant-governor,  and  eight  of  the  ten  senators  duly  elected.  These,  constitating  ooore 
than  a  quorum  of  the  senate,  were  duly  sworn,  and,  together  with  the  house  of  represent- 
atives, composed  the  legislature  of  the  State;  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  fill  the  two 
vacancies  in  the  senate. 

No  question  has  been  made  before  the  committee,  or  is  understood  to  exist,  as  to  the 
proper  organization  of  this  legislature,  or  as  to  its  powers  as  the  legislature  of  the  State — 
tho  seuate  for  one  year  from  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1831,  and  the  honse  of  repre- 
sentatives from  the  same  first  Wednesday  in  May  until  the  last  Wednesday  in  October 
of  the  same  year. 

A  new  house  of  representatives  was  duly  elected,  and  qualified  on  the  last  Wednesday 
in  October,  1831,  which,  together  with  the  senate  before  mentioned,  again  constituted  a 
regularly  organized  legislature  of  the  State,  with  all  the  pojirers  possessed  by  any  legiia- 
lature  of  Rhode  Island. 

This  legislature,  in  January,  1832,  being  regularly  convened  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, passed  an  act  providing,  among  other  things,  that,  in  case  of  a  failure,  at  any  an- 
nual election  by  the  people,  of  the  election  of  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  a  qnoram 
of  the  senate,  such  of  those  officers  as  had  been  elected  previously,  and  who  should  tbeo 
be  the  incumbents  of  the  offices,  and  in  whose  places  no  others  should  be  elected,  sbonld 
continue  in  the  respective  offices,  and  to  possess  the  powers  and  discharge  the  duties 
thereof  until  others  should  be  elected  and  duly  qualified  to  take  their  places.  (See  a 
copy  of  this  act  annexed,  marked  M.) 

The  annual  election  pursuant  to  the  law,  for  the  election  of  a  governor,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, and  senators  was  ag  lin  held  in  the  towns  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1833, 
and  the  proxies  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  taken  and  sealed  up  in  the  usual  form;  and  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  May  thereafter  thase  proxies  were  opened  and  counted  at  New- 
port; when  it  was  found  that  no  election  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  any  sena- 
tor had  been  made,  no  person  having  received  the  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  for  any 
one  of  those  offices.     (See  the  statement  of  the  parties  annexed. ) 

The  governor,  lieatenant-governor,  and  eight  senators  elected  in  1831,  and  whose  of- 
ficial terms,  according  to  all  previous  practice  of  the  government,  expired  on  that  day, 
continued  to  act  a^  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  the  State  until 
the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1833,  just  two  years  from  the  time  of  their  last  eleelf  mi  and 
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qualification  for  their  respective  offices,  there  having  been,  in  the  mean  time,  between 
the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1832,  and  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1833,  five  several 
elections  lor  the  choice  of  persons  to  fill  these  offices,  the  first  fonr  of  which  were  special, 
and  held  in  o1)edience  to  a  provision  contained  in  the  act  of  January,  1832,  before  re- 
ferred to  and  hereto  annexed,  and  were  all  unsuccessful;  and  thefifth  was  the  regular  an- 
nual election  for  1833,  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April  in  that  year,  in  obedience 
to  the  general  election  law  of  the  State,  when  an  election  was  made  of  a  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  eight  senators,  who  took  the  oaths  of  office  and  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1833.     (See  the  statements  of  the  parties  annexed. ) 

During  the  whole  of  this  period,  from  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1832,  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May,  1833,  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Khode  Island  was  in  regular  organization,  and  composed  of  members  regularly  elected  at 
the  ordinary  times  and  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  electing  members  to  that  branch  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State,  according  to  the  established  laws.  (See  the  statements  of  the 
parties  annexed.) 

On  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1832,  the  Hon.  Asher  Robbins  was  a  Senator  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  his  official  term  was 
to  expire  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1833;  and,  by  a  law  of  the  State,  its  Senators  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  are  to  "be  appointed  at  the  session  of  the  general  assem- 
bly next  preceding  the  expiration  oft  he  term  of  service  of  the  Senator  for  the  time  being, 
and  not  belbre.''     (See  Digest  of  1822,  page  107,  section  G.) 

In  January,  1833,  the  body  claiming  to  be  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
acting  as  such,  consisting  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  eight  senators,  elected 
on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1831,  and  who  took  their  oaths  of  office  and  entered 
upon  their  official  duties  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May,  1831,  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  State,  regularly  elected  and  qualified,  being  assembled,  and  acting  as 
the  legislature  of  the  State,  met  in  grand  committee,  and  voted  for  a  Senator  to  repre- 
sent the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  the  Senate  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the 
term  of  six  years  irom  the  4th  day  of  March  then  next  following,  when  the  term  of  Mr. 
Robbins  would  have  expired.  Upon  counting  the  votes  so  given  by  the  persons  assum- 
ing  to  be  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  the  State,  and  by  the 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  present  and  voting,  it  was  found 
that  Asher  Robbins  had  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given;  where- 
upon he  was  declared  to  be  elected.     (See  the  statements  of  the  parties  annexed.) 

Pursuant  to  this  proceeding,  the  person  theu  assuming  to  be  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  acting  as  such,  did,  on  the  28th  day  of  January  then  instant,  un- 
der his  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State,  execute  and  deliver  to  Mr.  Robbins  a  commission 
in  the  ordinary  form,  according  to  the  la\vs  and  practice  of  the  government  of  the  State, 
for  the  office  of  Senator  to  represent  the  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  tor  the 
term  of  six  years,  to  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March  thereafter. 

The  validity  of  this  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  to  this  office  is  contested  upon  the  ground 
that  the  persons  acting  as  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  the  State, 
and,  as  such,  voting  for  a  Senator  at  the  time  Mr.  Robbins's  election  was  made,  were  elected 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1831,  **for  the  year  ensuing,  *' and  for  no  longer  term; 
that,  upon  counting  the  proxies,  and  pronouncing  the  result  of  the  election  for  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  and  senators,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1832,  these  officers  be- 
came/uracfz^  officiiy  so  far  as  related  to  their  election  in  1831,  whatever  that  result  might 
be;  and  that  the  legislature  of  the  State  had  not  the  power  to  continue  their  official 
terms,  or  official  existence,  beyond  the  limits  fixed  in  the  charter,  of  '^  the  year  ensuing  " 
their  election  by  the  people;  and  the  act  of  January,  1832,  so  far  as  it  attempts  to  perpet- 
uate these  officers,  without  a  reelection  by  the  freemen  of  the  State,  is  pronounced  to  be 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  therefore  void. 

Upon  the  other  side,  it  is  contended,  first,  that  by  the  charter  itself  the  offices,  pow- 
ers, and  duties  of  these  officers  do  not  cease  and  determine  until  others  are  elect^  in 
their  places;  and,  second,  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Islahd  have,  with  the  acquiescence 
of  the  people  of  that  State,  passed  many  laws  in  contravention  of  the  charter;  that  the 
practice  of  the  government,  as  shown  by  its  legislation,  proves  that  the  charter  has  not 
been  held  to  be  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State,  except  as  to  certain  specific  grants; 
and  that  the  act  of  January,  1832,  does  not  confiict  with  those  grants,  and  is  therefore 
a  valid  act  in  all  its  parts. 

In  view  of  this  part  of  the  controversy,  the  discussion  of  the  following  questions  ap- 
pears to  be  called  for: 

First.  Is  the  charter  before  mentioned,  granted  by  Charles  II  of  England  to  the  colony 
of  Rhode  Island  and  the  Providence  Plantations,  to  be  now  considered  to  any,  and,  if  to 
any,  to  what  extent  as  the  constitution  of  government  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
QB  a  constitution  binding  upon  the  legislature  of  that  State? 

Second.  Does  that  charter  fix  and  prescribe  the  term  of  office  of  the  governor,  lien- 
tenant-govemor,  and  senators  of  that  State? 
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Third.  Can  the  legislature  of  that  State,  consistently  with  the  powers  granted  to  that 
body  by  the  charter,  extend  the  official  terms  of  those  officers  beyond  the  limit  fixed  by 
the  charter  ? 

Foarth.  Can  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  when  these  questions  are  presented  to  it 
by  the  action  of  the  legLslutare  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  purported  election 
of  a  member  for  this  body,  look  into,  and  pronounce  its  opinion  upon  them,  by  way  of 
inquiry  into  the  rights  of  a  sitting  member  to  the  seat  he  occupies? 

That  the  charter  of  1663  is,  to  some  extent,  to  be  considered  as  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  aud,  as  such,  binding  upon,  and  restrictive  of,  the  legisla- 
tive power  of  that  State,  is  admitted  l)y  all,  and  has  not  been  made  a  qaestion  beibre 
the  committee.  The  extent  to  which  it  is  to  be  so  considered  is  a  i)oint  upon  which  not 
only  the  parties  before  the  committee,  but  the  members  of  the  committee  themselves, 
disagree.  This  point,  therefore,  must  be  settled  by  such  references  to  the  history  of  the 
legislation  and  practices  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  State  as  have  >)een  laid 
before  the  committee,  and  by  the  inferences  which  that  history  shall  be  found  to  justify. 
The  undersigned  will,  in  the  first  instance,  offer  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  evidences 
which  have  operated  most  strongly  upon  his  mind  to  show  the  tenacity  with  which  the 
people,  the  government,  and  the  legislature  of  that  State  have  adhered  to  the  charter 
in  its  inconvenient  and  unjust  requirements;  going  most  dearly,  in  his  .iud;»mcnt,  to 
show  the  strong,  binding  force  which  has  been  allowed  to  it  up  to  this  very  d  y;  and. 
having  done  this,  he  will  review,  as  concisely  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  allow) 
the  instances  cited  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  to  show  that  the  legislature  have 
not  regarded  the  charter  as  bindmg  upon,  or  restrictive  of,  their  powers  when  the  public 
intere.-ts  or  the  public  convenience  conflicted  with  its  provisions. 

First.  The  charter  fixes  the  standard  of  representation  lor  the  towns  of  the  State  in 
the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  by  giving  to  the  town  of  Newport  six  represent- 
atives, to  the  towns  of  Providence,  Portsmouth,  and  Warwick  four  representatives  each; 
and  to  each  other  '*  place,  town,  or  city  "  in  the  State,  two  representatives,  wholly  with- 
out regard  to  iK)[>uljtion,  property,  or  any  other  ba«sis  upon  which  representation  is 
usually  settled.  Dy  the  census  taken  in  18.50,  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  Congress,  the 
town  of  Newport,  with  six  representatives,  had  a  population  of  8,010  souls,  while  the 
town  of  Providence,  with  four  representaUves,  had  a  population  of  16,833  houIs;  thus 
showinc:  Providence  with  more  than  double  the  population  of  Newport,  and  with  but 
two-t  liirJ^  of  iti  representation  in  tho  popular  branch  of  the  legislature.  The  town  of 
Portsniou'h  ha^ a  population  of  1 ,127 souls,  a  little  more  than  one-sixteenth  of  the  popu- 
lation 01  Providence^  and  a  representation  exactly  equnl  to  it.  The  town  of  Sniithficid 
h;is  a  populatian  of  6.1^37  souls,  and  two  representatives,  and  the  town  of  Jamestown 
has  a  iK)pulation  of  415  souls,  and  two  representatives — equal  to  the  reprei«eutation  of 
SmithiJeld.  The  whole  county  of  Newport  has  a  population  of  16, 5;i3  souls,  and  twenty 
representatives,  while  the  single  town  of  Providence,  with  but  four  representatives,  has 
a  population  of  16,8.'].]  souls.  These  are  home  of  the  instances  of  tho  greatest  disparity, 
but  the  stntemr'nt  annexed,  marked  N,  will  show  the  names  and  population  and  repie- 
sentation  of  all  the  towns  in  the  State,  and,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  population  and 
representation  of  each  couuty  in  the  State.  Still,  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  have 
never  attempted  to  equalize  the  representation  of  the  State,  because  the  charter  has  been 
held  to  be  the  fundamental  law  upon  the  subject,  and  to  restrain  its  powers  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

Second.  Elections  of  members  to  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  of  the  State 
have  continued  to  be  made  semi-annually,  becau^^e  such  was  the  requirement  of  the 
charter;  and  to  comply  with  this  provision  of  that  instrument,  and  with  the  custom  of 
the  government  under  it,  the  legislature  is  regularly  convened  four  times  in  each  yesir. 
Still  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  l^slature,  though  the  State  is  small  und  the 
business  of  legislation  for  it  not  extensive,  to  alter  the  forms  of  the  government  in  this 
respect.  The  charter  has  been  held  to  l)e  paramount  to  its  authority,  and  to  coDtn>l  its 
action,  and  the  action  of  the  people  of  the  State,  in  this  particular. 

Third.  A  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  at  any  election  by  the  people  has  been  held 
to  be  required  to  elect  any  officer  of  the  State  government,  because  the  charter  requires 
such  m^ or ity  to  constitute  an  election;  and  notwithstanding  that  the  present  contro- 
versy has  grown  wholly  out  of  that  requirement,  the  legislature  of  the  State  has  never 
assumed  that  it  had  the  power  to  dispense  with  the  rule,  and  to  authorize  the  election 
of  those  officers  by  a  less  number  of  votes  than  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  for  the 
office  to  be  filled.  Here  again  the  charter  has  been,  and  still  is,  to  be  held  fundamental 
law. 

Fourth.  From  the  granting  of  the  charter  in  1663  to  the  present  time,  with  the  single 
exception  now  in  dispute,  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  the  State 
have  been  elected  annually,  ami  have  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  respective ofUces 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  the  time  prescribed  by  the  charter;  have 
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held  thcrir  offices  and  discharged  the  duties  thereof  for  one  year,  and  no  longer,  without 
a  re-elect ioo.  In  repeated  instances  vancancies  have  existed  in  the  Senate  in  conse- 
quence of  a  failure  to  elect,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given,  persons  to  fill  all  the 
places  in  that  body;  and  those  places  have,  without  an  exception,  until  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  May,  183'^,  remained  vacant  for  the  year;  nor  was  the  idea  ever  suggested  that 
the  incumbents  of  the  former  year  could  continue  to  hold  them,  or  that  they  could  be 
otherwise  filled  than  by  an  election  by  the  freemen  of  the  State.  Until  the  act  of  Jan- 
uary, 183'i,  the  charter  had  ever  been  considered  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State  upon 
this  subject,  and  paramount  to  any  authority  existing  in  the  legislature. 

Fifltli.  The  mode  of  conducting  elections  of  the  general  officers  of  the  State,  and  the 
plan  of  voting  by  proxy,  before  detailed,  is  considered  by  the  undersigned  as  an  evidence  of 
the  strongest  character  to  prove  the  rigidity  with  which  the  people  and  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  have  adhered  to  the  charter  to  the  utmost  extentof  the  spirit  of  even  its  mi- 
nute provisions.  The  charter  was  granted  when  the  colony  was  small,  and  the  extent  of 
territory  inhabited  was  very  limited.  Indeed,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  Newport,  Provi- 
dence, Port4«mouth,  and  Warwiclj  were  all  the  towns  then  containing  a  population  of 
freemen,  as  those  are  the  only  towns  named  in  the  distribution  of  the  representation  of 
the  colony.  The  population  of  the  colony,  too,  must  have  been  very  small,  and  there- 
fore the  charter  was  framed  under  the  contemplation  that  the  annual  elections  could  be 
conveniently  held  at  one  point,  and  that  all  the  Ireemen  could  conveniently  assemble 
and  vote  at  the  same  poll.  The  practice  of  a  very  few  years  exliibited  the  inconvenience 
of  this  arrangement,  and  a  law  was  passed  presenting  to  the  choice  of  every  voter  the  al- 
ternative of  attending  the  poll  at  Newport  in  person  or  of  sending  his  written  vote  in 
the  form  and  manner  prescribed  by  the  law.  This  mode  of  voting  was  continued  with- 
out material  alteration  for  nearly  a  century,  and  until  the  year  1760.  Then  the  system 
was  introduced  of  holding  a  poll  in  each  town  and  of  requiring  the  freemen  to  deposit 
their  proxies  there  for  the  general  officers,  that  being,  for  all  purposes  material  to  this  argu- 
ment, the  same  system  which  now  prevails,  and  which  has  prevailed  from  the  year  1760  to 
the  present  time.  It  is  true  that  the  votes  are  deposited  in  a  ballot-box  in  each  town, 
but  it  is  also  true  that  every  vote  is  indorsed  by  the  full  name  of  the  IVeeman  who  gives 
it,  written  upon  the  back  of  the  ballot;  that  all  the  ballots,  together  with  accurate  poll- 
lists  of  the  persons  voting,  are  carefully  sealed  up  at  the  closing  of  these  polls;  that  they 
are  in  that  state  put  into  the  hands  of  a  member  of  the  legislature,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
deliver  them,  unopened,  in  the  general  assembly  at  Newport,  at  the  time  and  place  when 
and  where,  by  the  charter,  the  election  of  the  officers  voted  for  is  required  to  Ik?  made; 
that  the  votes  are  there  opened  and  counted,  and  the  result  ascertained  and  pronounced 
in  all  respects  in  strict  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  charter,  except  that  each 
freeman,  instead  of  attending  in  person,  has  sent  his  written  ballot  indorsed  with  his 
full  name,  and  expressinu  his  free  choice.  This,  in  the  common  parlance  of  the  people 
of  the  State,  is  the  election;  and  the  undersigned  cannot  but  consider  it  a  rigid  regard 
to,  and  strict  fulfillment  of,  the  provisions  of  the  charter  in  their  spirit  and  beneficial 
meaning,  furnishing  the  highest  evidence  of  the  great  extent  to  which.the  people  and  the 
legislature  of  that  State  have  observed  that  instrument  as  their  fundamental  law  and 
constitution  of  government. 

Sixth.  At  the  January  session  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  year  1824,  a 
law  was  passed  to  provide  for  calling  a  convention  to  form  a  constitution  of  government 
for  the  State.  The  members  of  the  convention  were  chosen  at  the  annual  election  on 
the  third  Wednesday  of  April  in  that  year,  and  assembled  at  Newport  in  June  fbllow- 
ing,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  thednties  assigned  tp  them.  They  formed  a  consti- 
tution, which  was  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  State  for  their  adoption  or  rejecitiou  at 
town  meetings  holden  on  the  second  Monday  of  October,  1824.  The  constitution  so  formed 
difi*ered  widely,  in  many  respects,  from  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  it  was  rejected 
by  the  people  of  the  State  by  a  vote  of  only  1,668  for  to  3,206  against  it,  thus  command- 
ing the  approbation  of  but  a  trifle  more  than  one-third  of  the  persons  voting.  It  is,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  impossible  to  say  upon  what  particular  grounds  this  strong  rejec- 
tion was  made;  but  it  cannot  be  improper  to  remark  that  the  constitution  so  r^ected 
contained,  among  other  provisions  varying  from  those  of  the  charter,  the  following: 

^*  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  governor,  who  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  electors  properly  qualified,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  next  succeeding  his  election,  and  until  his  successor 
be  duly  qualified.  But  if  no  person  shall  have  a  majority  ofvotes^  the  senate  and  house  ofrepre" 
aentativeSj  in  joint  committee^  shall  choose  a  governor  ^  by  baUoty  from  the  two  persons  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes. ' ' 

Here  is  a  departure  from  the  provisions  of  the  charter  in  two  important  paiiiicnlars: 
First,  that  the  governor  in  office  shall  continue  to  hold  '^  until  his  soccessor  be  duly  qual- 
ified;*' and,  second,  that  in  case  of  a  failure  by  the  people  to  elect  byamigority  of  all  the 
votes  ^iven,  the  legislature  might  fill  the  vacancy.     It  is  freely  conceded  that  the  extent 
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to  which  this  provision  inflaeuced  the  decision  of  the  people  can  never  be  known,  and 
>mii8t  ever  remain  mere  matter  of  opinion;  bat  it  is  believed  that  the  decisiTe  Teiectum 
of  this  constitution  may  be  properly  assumed  as  a  strong  evidence  of  their  unyielding 
attachment  to  the  charter  with  all  its  imperfections;  and  that  it  would  be  doing  gnat 
violence  nnd  injustice  to  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island 
to  suppose  that  thin  action  on  their  part  took  place  while  they  believed  that  they  wa« 
without  a  written  constitution  of  government  and  wholly  dependent  for  their  ihnda- 
mental  law  upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  their  legislative  bodies. 

Seventh.  The  result  of  the  election  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  1833,  after  one 
yeiir  of  experience  under  the  act  of  January,  183*2,  the  repeal  of  that  law  by  the  new 
legislature  as  one  of  its  first  acts;  the  election  again  of  a  new  house  of  representativeB  in 
August,  18:>3;  the  passage  of  the  act  declaring  Mr.  Kobbins's  appointment  void,  in  Oc- 
toher,  \Ky,i,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Potter  to  represent  the  State  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  are  considered  strong  evidences  that  the  act  of  Jannary,  1832,  was 
held  by  the  people  of  the  State  to  be  a  violation  of  the  charter,  an  usurpation  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  legislature  which  passed  it,  and  calculated  to  retain  in  office  men  whom 
they  had  not  elected  and  did  not  approve. 

•Such  are  the  evidences  offered  to  show  that  the  charter  lias  been  and  is  considered  by 
the  legislature,  the  government,  and  the  |>eople  of  Rhode  Island  as  their  fnndamenlal 
law  and  constitution  of  government,  to  some  extent  not  only,  but  to  the  fall  extent  ot* 
all  its  material  provisions,  except  so  far  as  those  provisions  have  been  rendered  obsolete 
by  the  American  Revolution  and  the  consequent  change  of  that  people  from  the  condi- 
tion of  colonists  to  that  of  citizens  of  a  free  State. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  entertain  a  different  view  upon  this  subject  from  that 
here  expressed,  and  the  importance  of  the  question,  as  well  as  a  proper  respect  for  the 
opinionsof  his  colleagues  upon  the  committee  who  differ  with  him,  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  undersigned  to  notice  the  grounds  upon  which  they  rest  the  conclusion  to  which 
they  )iave  come.  The  majority  oi'  the  committee  seem  to  (ronsider  that  the  power  con-* 
ferred  by  the  charter  upon  the  legislature  of  the  colony  ^*  from  time  to  time  to  make, 
ordain,  constitute,  or  repeal  such  laws,  statutes,  orders,  and  ordinances,  forms,  and 
ceremonies  of  government  and  magistracy  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet  for  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  said  company,  and  for  the  government  and  ordering  of  the  lands  and 
hereditaments  hereinafter  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  of  the  people  that  do,  or  at  any 
time  hereiilter  shall,  inhabit  or  be  within  the  same,  so  as  such  laws,  ordinances,  and  con- 
stitutions, so  maile,  be  not  contrary  and  repugnant  unto,  but,  as  near  as  may  be,  agree- 
able  to  the  laws  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  considering  the  nature  and  constitution 
of  the  phice  and  people  there,"  grants  a  power  to  that  body  to  make  laws  at  variance 
from,  nnd  in  contravention  of,  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  if  such  lawd  *' to  them  shall 
seem  meet  for  the  goo<l  and  wel  fare  of  the  said  company. "  This  power,  they  say,  *  *  has  been 
exercised  from  time  to  time  before  and  since  the  devolution,  when  Rhode  Island  became 
one  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  These  modifications  have  materially  changed  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter,  and  established  fundamental  principles  of  goVemment  inconsist- 
ent with  those  recognized  and  ordained  by  the  charter,  which  now  remains  only  tlie 
nominal  foundation  of  the  legislation  of  the  State.'' 

The  undersigned  is  unable  to  assent  to  the  construction  which  the  migorily  of  the  com- 
mittee seem  thus  to  have  put  upon  the  clause  of  the  charter  above  given.  He  supposes 
it  to  be  an  invariable  rule  for  the  constniction  of  every  deed  or  other  instrument,  and  of 
every  law  or  ordinance,  that  each  part  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  make  it,  to  the  great- 
est possible  extent,  harmonize  with,  and  not  be  destructive  of,  any  other  part  or  portion 
of  the  same  deed,  instrument,  law,  or  ordinance.  The  charter  of  Charles  II  to  the 
colony  of  Rhode  Island  was  designed  as  a  system  of  civil  government  for  the  colony;  it 
was  a  grant  from  the  sovereign  to  a  portion  of  his  subjects  for  that  purpose;  it  eon- 
stituted  certain  offices,  and  prescribed  the  powers  and  the  duties  in  a  general  manner 
which  should  pertain  to  them.  These  offices,  it  will  l)eseenby  an  examination  of  the 
charter,  were  to  constitute  the  legislature  of  the  colony,  and  the  officers  who  should  fill 
them  were  to  be  the  legislators  of  the  colony.  To  this  legislature  very  broad  powers  are 
granted  by  the  charter,  and' the  clause  now  under  consideration  is  one  among  ^lo  daunes 
enumerating  those  powers.  Other  clauses  give  other  powers,  such  as  to  elect  and  con- 
stitute "otlices  dnd  officers,"  to  grant  commissions,  *^to  appoint, order, and  direct,  erect 
and  settle  such  places  and  courts  of  jurisdiction  lor  the  hearing  and  detennining  of  all 
actions,  (^^u^es,  matters,  and  things  happening  within  the  said  colony  and  plantation,  and 
which  shall  be  in  dispute  and  depending  there: ''  ^'  to  distinguish  and  set  forth  the  sev- 
eral names  and  titles,  duties,  powers,  and  limits,  of  each  court,  office,  and  officer,  superior 
and  inferior;"  to  contrive  and  appoint  forms  of  oaths  and  attestations;  *' to  regulate  and 
order  the  way  and  manner  of  all  elections  to  offices  and  places  of  trust;  ^'  to  limit  and 
distinguish  the  numbers  and  bounds  of  all  places,  towns,  nnd  cities,  which  may  liave^' the 
^>ower  of  electing  and  sending  of  freemen  to  the  general  assembly;"  to  direct  and  au- 
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thorize  theimpo^iug  of  fines,  mulcts,  imprisonments,  and  executing  other  punishments, 
pecuniary  and  corporeal;  *'to  alter,  revoke,  annul,  or  pardon,  under  their  common  seal, 
or  otherwise,  such  fines,  mulcts,  imprisonments,  sentences,  judgments,  and  condemna- 
tions,^' with  many  other  powers.  Now  it  is  respectfully  suggested  and  urged  that  the 
power  '*  to  make,  ordain,  constitute,  or  repeal  such  laws,  statutes,  orders,  and  ordinances, 
formsand ceremonies  of  government  and  magistracy,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet, ' '  granted 
to  the  legislature  of  the  colony  by  the  clause  of  the  charter  under  c6nsideration,  should  be 
understood  as  applicable  to  the  powers  and  duties  above  enumerated,  and  to  all  the  other 
powers  and  duties  granted  and  assigned  by  the  charter  to  the  legislature,  and  not  as  con- 
ferring powers  above  and  beyond  the  charter  which  makes  the  grant.  This  construction 
will  make  the  clause  in  question  act  in  aid  of  the  charter  and  of  the  objects  designed  to 
be  accomplished  by  it,  while  the  other  construction  will  make  all  the  remaining  portions 
of  the  charter  entirely  contingent  and  wholly  dependent  upon  whathhall  "seem  meet" 
to  the  legislature.  It  will  also  present  the  singular  anomaly  of  a  legislative  body  stand- 
ing upon  the  charter  as  a  constitution  of  government  from  which  it  derives  its  existence, 
its  constitution,  its  organization  and  being  as  a  legislative  body,  and  claiming  a  power, 
granted  in  that  charter  itself,  to  subvert  the  whole  instrument.  Sucrh  a  construction  will 
not  surely  be  given  to  this  instrument  when  a  difierent  and  at  least  equally  natural  one 
presents  itself,  which  will  not  make  the  instrument  afclo  dene^  but  will  make  each  part 
harmonize  with  the  whole,  and  further  the  purposes  which  the  whole  was  intended  to  ac- 
complish. 

But  the  undersigned  respectfully  suggests  his  belief  that  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
are  mistaken  in  the  extent  to  which  they  seem  to  suppose  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  have  conflicted  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter.  Aud  that  he  may  make 
his  views  upon  this  point  intelligible  to  the  Senate,  he  will  notice,  as  briefly  ashe  is  able, 
the  instances,  in  their  order,  wherein  the  majority  think  the  infractions  upon  the  char- 
ter consist. 

The  first  is  the  permission  granted  by  the  legislature  of  the  colony  to  the  freemen  of  the 
colony  as  early  as  1664,  one  year  after  the  granting  of  the  charter,  to  send  to  Newport  a 
sealed  ballot,  expressing  the  choice  of  each  freeman  sending  it,  ibr  the  geneml  ofiicers  of 
the  colony,  instead  of  compelling  each  freeman  to  attend  at  Newport  in  person  toixprcss 
that  choice;  the  ballot  so  sent  being  required  to  be  sealed  up,  and  to  have  the  full  name 
of  the  voter  written  upon  its  back,  to  make  it  a  legal  ballot.  As  the  undersigned  lias  al- 
ready expressed  his  conviction  that  this  law  was  not  a  violation  of  the  charter,  but  a  lull 
compliance  with  it  in  its  spirit  and  meaning,  no  further  remarks  will  be  re(|uircd  here, 
the  same  point  being  again  raised  under  the  third  enumeiatiou  by  the  majority  of  >  he 
committee  of  the  iniringements  by  the  legislature  upon  the  pix)visions  of  the  charter. 

The  second  is  the  separation  of  the  legislative  body  of  the  colony  into  two  houses,  each 
exercising  equal  legislative  powers,  and  each  possessing  a  negative  upon  the  other,  when 
acting  legislatively.  This  separation  took  place  in  the  year  1666,  about  three  years  alter 
the  granting  of  the  charter.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  contemplation  of  t  he  charter,  as  the 
undersigned  construes  its  language,  that  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  assistants,  and 
deputies  should  sit  together  in  one  body,  butit  isuotseen  that  the  separation  by  which  the 
governor,  lieutencnt-govemor,  and  assistants  should  form  one  body  (now  the  senate),  and" 
the  deputies  should  form  another  body  (now  the  house  of  representatives)  necessarily 
constituted  any  violation  of  the  charter  in  its  spirit  and  meaning.  The  members  were 
all  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  and  at  the  periods  required  by  the  charter,  notwith- 
standing the  separation.  The  same  persons  were  to  constitute  the  legislature  of  the 
colony,  whether  acting  together  as  one  body,  or  separately  as  two  branches  of  the  same 
legislature.  The  only  effect,  therefore,  of  the  separation  would  be  to  restrict  the  legis- 
lative power  by  giving  the  body,  small  in  numbers,  a  negative,  in  all  cases  as  to  legisla- 
tive acts,  upon  the  more  numerous  body  or  house.  This  could  not  form  a  subject  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  crown  which  was  one  party  to  the  charter,  because  the 
effect  was  to  limit  the  exercise  of  that  portion  of  sovereignty  which  had  been  granted  to 
the  colony,  and  not  to  extend  it.  It  might  have  formed  the  subject  of  complaint  to  the 
people,  in  case  it  had  operated  as  such  an  embarrassment  upon  the  legislative  power  as 
to  injure  the  public  interests;  but  when  we  find  that  the  measure  was  taken  upon  the 
suggestion  of  two  of  the  most  populous  towns  of  the  colony,  and  predicated  upon  the  in- 
conveniences of  a  sin^e  assembly  for  legislative  purposes;  tliat  it  was  adopted  after 
three  years  only  of  practice  under  the  contemplation  of  the  charter  of  a  single  house; 
and  that  it  has,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  received  the  acquiescence  and  approba- 
tion of  the  people,  the  undersigned  respectfully  submits  that  this  change  may  be  well 
considered  one  of  those  "formsand  ceremonies  of  government  and  magistracy  "  which, 
to  the  legislature,  might  well  "seem  meet,"  and  which  that  body  might  well  consider 
within  its  powers  under  the  charter  "lor  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  said  company," 
and  not  as  the  exerciseof  a  iwwer  either  above  or  beyond  the  specific  grants  made  by  the 
charter. 
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The  third  is  the  law  of  1760,  requiriDg  polls  to  be  held  in  the  difierent  towDS  and  t1! 
the  freemen  to  vote  by  proxy,  and  to  deposit  their  proxies,  indorsed  in  writiDg  with 
their  fall  proper  names,  in  the  ballot-boxes  at  those  polls.  This  law,  in  all  material  par- 
ticulars, established  the  system  of  voting  which  prevails  to  this  day  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  question  is,  does  this  system  constitute  a  violation  of  the  charter  of  sadi 
H  character  as  to  authorize  the  assumption  that  the  people  of  that  State  have  ceased  to 
consider  it  the  fundamental  law  of  their  State  government?  The  nndersigned  is  com- 
pelled to  say  that  he  does  not  so  consider  it;  and  his  reasons  for  this  conclusion  are: 

1st.  That  the  violation  complained  of  relates  solely  to  a  privilege  granted  to  the  free- 
men of  the  colony  by  the  charter,  the  exercise  of  which,  either  in  person  or  hy  prozj. 
must  concern  them  alone,  and  could  not  afford  to  the  crown  any  cause  of  complaiot, 
whatever  mi|;ht  have  been  the  mode  of  its  exercise,  so  long  as  that  mode  only  pn^wsed 
to  eftect  an  election  by  the  choice  of  the  freemen  of  the  colony  of  the  officers  directed 
by  the  charter,  and  at  the  times  and  for  the  terms  fixed  by  the  charter. 

2d.  That  a  continuance  of  the  mode  of  election  contemplated  by  the  charter,  of  m- 
semhling  q}\  the  iVcomeu  4it  the  same  place  on  the  same  day,  and  having  them  all  then 
vote  at  the  same  poll,  had,  from  the  increase  and  extension  of  the  |)opalatiou  of  the 
colony,  become  iin^wssiblc  in  practice. 

:>d.  That  the  change  of  form  wasavowe<lly  adopted  *'for  the  good  and  welfare  ol  the 
said  company,''  and  to  the  legislature  did  "seem  meet,"  because  the  expression  of  the 
choice  of  the  freeman  made  by  his  written  ballot,  designating  the  name  of  each  person 
for  whom  he  chose  to  vote,  and  the  office  which  he  designed  each  person  voted  for  hv 
him  should  i^ll,  i;lentiticd  by  the  indorsement  of  his  full  proper  name  upon  the  back 
thereof,  and  sent  to  Newport  under  seal,  wits  securing  to  that  freeman  as  perfect  an  ex- 
ercise of  his  privilegeof  voting  as  if  he  had  gone  to  Newport  to  deposit  that  same  ballot 
there. 

.  4th.  That  for  these  causes  the  legislature  well  considered  this  change  one  of  those 
*' formsand  ceremonies  of  government  and  magistracy"  that  they  might  **make,  ordain, 
constitute,  or  repeal,  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  said  company, "  without  any  %iola- 
tion  of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  charter. 

5th.  That  the  only  possible  cause  of  complaint  which  could  grow  out  of  this  change 
in  the  form  of  voting  was  the  failure,  upon  the  ballot,  to  make  a  choice  of  the  officos 
to  be  voted  lor  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  for  each  office,  and  that  such  fiiilnre 
was  only  an  event,  when  it  should  happen,  to  o^^erato  to  the  inconvenience  of  those  free- 
men for  whose  convenience  the  system  of  voting  by  proxy  was  adopted. 

6tli.  That  the  system  of  voting  adopted  by  the  act  of  1760,  and,  in  all  substantial  par- 
ticulars, yet  maintained,  is  the  least  departure  irom  the  literal  and  technical  require- 
ments of  the  charter  which  could  be  devised  if  the  personal  attendance  of  the  freemen 
of  the  whole?  State  at  Newport  on  the  same  day,  to  vote  at  the  same  poll,  is  to  be  dis- 
pensed with;  and  therelbre  goes  far  to  exhibit  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  legis- 
lature and  the  people  to  coniQrm  to  the  strict  language  of  the  charter  so  far  as  that  can 
be  done  in  the  present  state  of  the  territory  and  population  over  which  the  authority  of 
the  charter  is  held  to  Ikj  binding. 

The  foHi-th  infringement  enumerated  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  grows  out  of 
an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Khode  Island  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  governor  in  certain  cases,  and  also  for  regulating  the 
sittingof  the  general  assembly. ''  (See  Digest  of  1822.  pageOO. )  By  reference  to  the  book 
here  referred  to,  it  will  be  perceived  that  this  act  also,  in  some  form,  was  passed  as  early 
as  l()(>o.  Themajority  of  the  committee  find  in  this  act  what  they  consider  two  material 
departures  by  the  legislative  power  from  the  provisions  of  the  charter.  The  first  is 
found  in  the  first  .section  of  the  act  which  devolves  the  duties  of  governor  upon  the  lien- 
tenaut-governor  in  ca.se  the  office  of  governor  shall  be  vacant  '*by  reason  of  no  election 
being  made  by  the  freemen,  or  by  the  governor's  death  or  resignation,  or  in  case  of  his 
al>sence  from  the  State,  or  inability  to  perform  the  duties  and  functions  of  his  office;" 
and  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  for  similar  reasons,  of  both  the  offices  of  gcn'emor  and  lieo- 
tenant-govenior,  the  duties  are  devolved  upon  "the  senior  senator  in  rank  for  the  time 
being.''  To  determine  how  far  this  act  may  be  assumed  as  an  infringement  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  charter,  or  a  departure  from  them,  those  provisions,  so  &r  as  the  office 
and  duties  of  the  governor  and  deputy  governor  are  concerned,  should  be  examined;  and 
the  undersigned  feels  confident  that  such  examination  will  not  result  in  any  neceisBaiy 
violation  of,  or  departure  from,  the  charter,  to  any  extent  whatever.  The  charter,  in 
all  ca.ses,  in  speaking  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  governor,  uses  this  or  similar  lan- 
guage: "And  in  his  absence  the  deputy  governor ; ''  thus  showing  that  the  deputy  gov- 
ernor, in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  governor,  whether  occasioned  by  a  vacancy  in  the  office 
or  otherwise,  is  to  stand  in  his  place  and  discharge  his  duties.  It  will  be  further  seen 
that  the  governor,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  deputy  governor,  is  constituted  the  presiding 
afficer  of  the  senate,  and  of  the  grand  committee  when  the  two  houses  |ure  acting  to> 
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gether  as  one  body.  Now,  a  vacancy  may  exist  in  both  these  offices  at  the  same  time, 
or  during  the  absence  of  one  a  vacancy  may  be  produced  in  the  other.  Still  the  senate, 
if  in  session,  would  require  a  presiding  officer,  and  this  law  provides  for  the  case.  If  a 
vacancy  be  occasioned  in  the  office  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  senator  by  death 
or  removal  from  office,  the  legislature  can  fill  the  vacancy;  but  if  vacancies  for  these 
causes  should  be  produced  in  both  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  at  the 
same  time,  the  senate  and  grand  committee  would  require  a  presiding  officer  and  the  Stiite 
a  person  to  do  this  duty  until  an  election  could  be  made  by  the  legislature.  The  first 
section  of  this  act  is  not  understood  to  go  any  further  than  to  make  this  provision,  as 
the  proviso  would  seem  to  negative  the  idea  that  thiBpro  tempore  governor  can  sign  com- 
missions, which  is  believed  to  be  the  only  remaming  important  duty  to  be  performed  by 
the  governor  of  the  State.  This,  therefore,  is  not  perceived  to  be  an  infringement  of  the 
charter  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  used  by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  The  senator 
upon  whom  the  duty  is 'devolved  in  case  the  double  contingency  should  happen  must 
have  been  elected  by  the  people  as  a  member  of  the  body  over  which  he  is  to  preside, 
and  it  is  believed  that  by  a  fair  implication  from  the  charter  itself  the  senate  without 
this  law  would  have  had  the  right  in  the  absence  of  both  the  governor  and  lieutenant- 
governor  to  have  desiguated  one  of  their  body  to  preside  over  their  deliberations. 

The  provision  contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  law  authorizing  the  governor,  or 
the  person  empowered  to  perform  the  duties  of  governor,  to  convene  the  legislature 
"when  any  emergent  occasion  shall  require,"  and  when  the  law  shall  not  have  provided 
for  a  meeting,  forms  the  second  ground  assumed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  un- 
der this  head.  ThLs  provision,  it  is  believed,  instead  of  being  a  violation  of  or  a  de- 
parture from  the  charter,  is  expressly  authorized  by  it.  At  pages  6  and  7  of  the  charter 
(see  Digest  of  1822  of  the  laws  of  Kbode  Island)  will  be  ibund  the  Ibllowiug  provision: 

"And  further,  we  will  and,  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  or- 
dain and  grant  that  the  governor  of  the  said  company  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  absence 
by  occasion  of  sickness  or  otherwise,  by  his  leave  and  permission^  the  deputy  governor 
for  the  time  being,  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  upon  all  occasions  give  order  for  the 
assembling  of  the  said  company  and  calling  them  together  to  consult  and  advise  of  the 
business  and  affiairs  of  the  said  company." 

Upon  look)ng  at  the  language  of  ttie  charter  it  will  be  seen  that  its  language  when 
speaking  of  the  legislature  is  most  frequently  "  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  assist- 
ants, and  company,"  and  hence  the  conclusion  is  that  the  authority  conferred  in  the 
above  paragraph  is  to  convene  the  legislature  and  not  the  whole  body  of  the  freemen  ot 
the  whole  colony,  as  the  charter  makes  it  the  especial  duty  of  the  legislature  and  not  of 
the  whole  l>ody  of  the  freemen  "  to  consult  and  advise  of  the  business  and  affairs  of  the 
said  company."  But  if  this  view  of  this  point  be  mistaken  and  the  authority  "  to  ap- 
point times  and  places  of  the  meeting  of  the  general  assembly  "  be,  as  the  majority  of  the 
committee  suppose,  given  to  that  body  only,  still  it  would  appear  to  the  undersigned 
not  to  be  a  usurpation  of  this  legislative  authority  to  fix  those  times  and  places  so  far  as 
luiinan  foresight  could  measure  the  necessity  of  such  meetings  while  the  legislature 
should  be  together,  and  to  provide  that  in  case  urgent  occasion  should  require  during 
any  recess  the  governor  should  convene  them.  He  cannot,  therefore,  view  this  provision 
in  the  legislation  of  the  State  as  going  at  all  to  sanction  the  position  for  which  it  is  re- 
ferred to,  that  the  legislature  have  not  regarded  the  charter  as  the  fundamental  law  of 
the  State. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  draw  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  power  in  the  legis- 
lature of  Rhode  Island  to  pass  laws  fundamental  in  their  character  1)ecan8e  that  legisla- 
ture has  passed  an  act  entitled  "An  act  declaratory  of  certain  rightsof  thex>eopleof  this 
State,"  commonly  called  a  bill  of  rights.  They  say  that  this  bill  "in  all  the  other 
States  emanates  from  the  people  in  their  primary  capacity,"  while  in  Rhode  Island  it  is 
a  mere  act  of  the  legislature.  The  undersigned  ]>elieves  it  to  be  true  that  most  if  not  all 
of  the  States  at  the  Ibrmation  of  their  respective  constitutions  have  either  incorporated 
into  that  instrument  or  have  accompanied  it  by  a  bill  or  declaration  of  rights  which  in 
the  one  shape  or  the  other  has  received  the  approbation  of  the  people  in  their  primary 
j'.ssemblies,  but  he  also  believes  that  no  State  has  presented  to  or  had  adopted  by  its  free- 
men a  bill  or  declaration  of  rights  previous  to  the  time  of  the  formation  of  a  State  consti- 
tution lor  such  State.  He  further  believes  that  most  if  not  all  of  the  old  States  had  bills 
of  rights  passed  by  their  respective  legislative  assemblies  prior  to  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  that  those  bills  of  rights  remained  with  legislative  sanction  and  authority  only 
until  the  States  respectively  Ibrmed  constitutions,  and  in  or  with  them  submitted  to  their 
people  for  their  adoption  their  bills  of  rights.  He  therefore  supposes  that  the  mfyority 
of  the  committee  in  this  instance  reason  from  an  analogy  which  does  not  exist,  inasmuch 
as  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has  never  yet  formed  a  constitution,  but  remains  in  this 
respect  as  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  and  with  the  same  bill  of  rights  and  same 
form  of  government.     But  even  if  this  argument  should  be  allowed  its  full  force  it  would 


124  SENATE   ELECTION    CASES. 

not  seem  to  the  uDdersigned  to  prove  anythingasto  the  qnestion  under  discassioD.  Tbi? 
hill  of  rights  contains  nothing  which  conflicts  with  any  provision  of  the  charter,  and  it 
wonid  be  one  thing  to  determine  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  poesesses  the  povKt 
to  pass  laws  in  their  character  fundamental  in  cases  where  no  such  laws  exist,  and  an 
entirely  different  thing  to  determine  that  that  body  possesses  the  power  topaassocfa 
laws  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  that  being,  so  tar  as  its  provisioiH 
extend,  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  further  say  in  an  enumeration  of  >vhat  they  consider 
legislative  infringements  upon  the  charter,  *^  the  right  of  suffrage  has  hee|i  extended  tn 
a  class  of  citizens  who  did  not  enjoy  it  under  the  charter.''  The  undersign^l  presomcs 
the  nuyority  of  the  committee  are  right  in  the  dBtct  stated,  though  his  acquaintance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  does  not  enable  him  to  speak  other  than  from  the  statement  in  the 
report;  but  an  examination  of  the  charter  will  show  that  this  subject  is  exprenly  pot 
within  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  legislature,  and  that  tlTerefore  any  extension  of 
the  right  of  suffirage  by  that  body  cannot  be  an  infringement  upon  their  chartered  rightt). 
Theincorporating  clause  of  the  charter,  after  naming  certain  individuals,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing language:  ''And  all  such  others  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  admitt>ed  and  made 
fr&d  of  the  company  and  society  of  our  colony  of  Providence  Plantations,  in  the  Nam* 
g^tnsett  Bay,  in  New  England,  shall  be  from  time  to  time  and  forever  hereafter  a  body 
corporate  and  politic  in  fact  and  name  by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Englii^  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  in  New  £ngland,  in  Amer 
ica."     (See  Charter,  page  5,  Digest  of  1822.) 

Among  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  legislature  is  the  following:  ''And  to  chooee. 
nominate,  and  appoint  such,  and  so  many,  other  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  shall 
be  willing  to  accept  the  same,  to  be  free  of  the  said  company  and  body  politic,  and  them 
into  the  said  company  to  admit."  No  extension,  therefore,  by  the  legislature  of  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  classes  of  citizens  who  did  not  possess  that  right  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  charter  could  be  an  infringement  upon  that  instrument,  as  it  grants  to 
the  legislature  this  power,  in  express  terms,  to  bo  used  as  it  ''shall  think  fit. *' 

This  closes  the  notice  which  the  undersigned  proposes  to  take  of  the  legislative  in- 
fringements upon  the  charter  mentioned  and  relied  upon  by  the  miyority  of  the  com- 
mittee to  show  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  does  not,  and  has  not  for  a  long 
time,  considered  it  as  fundamental  law  binding;  its  action;  but  there  is  one  consideration 
equally  applicable  to  all  these  alleged  legislative  encroachments,  which  ought  not  to  be 
withheld.  It  is  that  the  previous  review,  as  well  as  the  statements  made  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  show  that  they  all  took  place  before  the  American  Revolution, 
and  while  the  State  was  a  British  colony.  The  charter,  therefore,  was  then  strictly 
and  legally  binding,  for  it  wan  a  grant  by  deed  from  the  sovereign  to  his  subjects,  and 
they  could  take  no  rights  under  the  charter  which  it  did  not  grant,  and  exercise  no 
powers  derived  from  it  in  a  manner  different  from  that  which  it  pointed  out.  The  au- 
thorities and  people  of  the  colony  were  then  one  party  to  the  charter  and  the  sovereign 
was  the  other;  and  holding  their  authority,  as  they  all  did,  by  virtue  of  the  cliarter, 
any  act  of  those  authorities  which  was  in  violation  of  it  must  have  been  legally  void. 
It  surely  would  not  have  been  permitted  to  the  colonists,  while  British  subjects,  to  say, 
we  have  disobeyed  and  violated  the  charter;  we  have  legislated  above  and  beyond  it: 
we  have  established  a  government  not  at  all  in  conformity  to  its  provisions;  we  have 
introduced  a  mode  of  elections  which  it  does  not  authorize;  we  have  oiganized  a  legis- 
lature upon  principles  contrary  to  its  requirements,  and  which  does  not  acknowledge 
its  binding  force,  bat  sets  up  its  acts  as  paramount  to  your  charter;  therefore  we  do  not 
hold  it  to  be  the  fundamental  law  of  the  colony.  Still  the  most  material  of  the  legis- 
lative acts  mentioned  and  relied  upon  to  show  that  the  charter  has  not  been  held  to 
control  the  action  of  the  legislative  body  organized  under  it  were  passed  within  three 
years  after  the  date  of  the  charter,  and  more  than  a  century  before  those  to  whom  it 
was  granted  ceased  to  be  the  subjects  of  the  crown  from  which  the  grant  was  made. 
Can  stronger  evidence  be  required  to  show  that  these  acts  were  never  considered  as  vio- 
lations of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  charter,  either  by  the  sovereign  who  granted 
or  by  the  people  who  accepted  and  adopted  it  as  their  system  oC  civil  government?  It 
would  seem  to  the  undersigned  that  this  view  of  the  subject  must  be  conclnsiye  against 
the  interpretation  given  to  these  acts  by  the  mtyority  of  the  committee.  He  cannot-, 
therefore,  in  any  light  in  which  he  has  been  able  to  view  the  question,  lielieve  there  is 
evidence  to  authorize  the  assumption  that  this  charter  of  Charles  II  has  not  ever  been, 
and  is  not  now,  considered  by  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  as  their  constitution  of  gov- 
ernment to  the  full  extent  of  its  provisions  in  thev  trne  spirit  and  meaning,  with  the 
single  exception  of  those  portions  of  it  which  were  made  obsolete  by  the  Ameiican  Rev- 
olution. On  the  contrary,  the  evidences  are  dear  and  strong  to  his  mind'to  show  that 
it  has  ever  been  held  to  be  the  fundamental  law  of  that  State  by  its  people,  its  govern- 
ment, and  its  legislature  (the  act  of  January,  1832,  alone  forming  a  material  exception), 
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and  he  refers  to  the  present  basis  of  representation  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  to  the  present  mode  of  conducting  the  elections  lOr  general  officers,  a^  con- 
clusive of  the  question. 

This  brings  the  undersigned  to  his  second  inquiry,  to  wit:  Does  the  charter  fix  and 
prescribe  the  term  of  office  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  the 
State? 

The  language  of  the  charter  itself  must  settle  this  point.  The  whole  of  the  paragraph 
has  been  quoted  in  the  statement  of  facts  given  in  the  early  part  of  this  report,  and  a 
reference  to  that  extract  will  show  its  requirement  to  be,  **that  yearly,  once  in  the  year, 
for  ever  liereafter,  namely,  the  aforesaid  Wednesday  in  May,'*  *'the  governor,  deputy 
governor,  and  assistants  of  the  said  company,'*  "shall  be"  ^^ newly  chosen  for  the  year 
ensuing.  ^^  It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  this  language  is  definite  and  clear;  that  the 
term  of  one  year  is  fixed  by  it  as  the  period  of  service,  or  official  term,  of  the  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  Rhode  Island,  by  virtue  of  an  election  by  the  people 
to  those  offices,  and  that  it  does  not  admit  of  extension  by  any  fair  construction  of  the 
terms  usetl  or  the  meaning  conveyed.  Is  there,  then,  anything  in  the  charter  to  modiiy 
this  construction  of  this  provision?  The  ms^ority  of  the  committee  seem  to  suppose 
there  is,  as  in  reference  to  this  subject  they  use  the  following  language:  *'It  seems,  on 
the  contra'ky,  to  haVe  been  the  intention  of  the  crown  to  perpetuate  the  existence  of  the 
legislative  power  in  the  colony  by  an  express  provision  that  the  authority,  office,  and 
power  of  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants  shall  cease  and  determine  when 
their  successors  shall  be  elected  and  engaged,  and  not  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  they  were  respectively  chosen."  The  undersigned  believes,  had  the  mtyority  of 
the  committee  extracted  the  passage  of  the  charter  to  which  they  must  have  referred  for 
the  above  opinion  that  they  would  have  seen  its  want  of  applicability  to  the  question  thev 
were  discussing.  The  passage  is  considered  as  solely  applicable  to  cases  of  removal  from 
these  offices  by  death  or  for  cause,  and  not  to  vacancies  occasioned  in  any  other  manner. 
As,  however,  the  msyority  of  the  committee  have  seemed  to  consider  it  as  susceptible  of 
a  different  construction,  the  undersigned  feels  bound  to  give  it  to  the  Senate,  that  it 
may  form  its  own  opinion  of  its  extent  and  application.  It  is  in  the  following  words: 
"And  if  it  shall  happen  that  the  present  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  assistants,  by 
these  presents  appomted,  or  any  such  as  shall  hereat^r  be  newly  chosen  into  their 
rooms,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  the  officers  of  the  said  company  shall  die,  or  be  re- 
moved from  his  or  their  several  offices  or  places  before  the  said  general  day  of  election 
(whom  we  do  hereby  declare,  for  any  misdemeanor  or  default,  to  be  removable  by  the 
governor,  assistants,  and  company,  or  such  greater  part  of  them,  in  any  of  the  said  pub- 
lic courts  to  be  assembled  as  albresaid),  that  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  governor,  deputy  governor,  aasistants,  and  company  afore- 
said, or  such  greater  part  of  them,  so  to  be  assembled  as  is  aforesaid,  in  any  of  their  as- 
semblies, to  proceed'to  a  new  election  of  one  or  more  of  their  company,  in  the  room  or 
place,  rooms  or  places,  of  such  officer  or  officers,  so  dying  or  removed,  according  to  their 
discretions;  and  immediately  upon  and  afler  such  election  or  elections  inade  of  such 
governor,  deputy  governor,  assistant,  or  assistants,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  said  com- 
pany, in  manner  and  form  aibresaid,  the  authority,  office,  and  power  before  given  to . 
the  former  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  other  officer  or  officers  so  removed,  in  whose 
stead  and  place  new  shall  be  chosen,  shall,  as  to  him  and  them,  and  every  of  them  re- 
spectively, cease  and  determine." 

A  careful  examination  of  this  clause  of  the  charter  will  show  that  it  first  contemplates 
a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  governor,  deputy  governor,  or  an  assistant  by  death,  or,  sec-* 
ond,  by  removal  from  office,  which,  "for  any  misdemeanor  or  default,"  it  authorizes; 
and,  in  either  case,  it  empowers  the  l^slature  to  make  an  election  to  fill  the  vacancy 
so  occasioned;  and  then  declares  that,  alter  such  election  is  made,  "the  authority,  office, 
and  power"  of  the  officer  '*  removed  "  shall  "cease  and  determine."  This  is  the  whole 
scope  of  the  provision,  and  the  mjyority  of  the  committee  must,  therefore,  have  been* 
mistaken  in  supposm^  that  it  was  applicable  to  a  case  of  vacancy  in  any  of  these  ofllces 
occasioned  by  a  failure  of  the  people  to  elect.  It  applies  solely  to  elections  made  by  the 
legislature;  and  there  is  no  authority  given  by  the  charter  to  the  legislature  to  fill  a 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  governor,  deputy  governor,  or  an  assistant,  occasioned  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  the  death  of  the  incumbent,  or  his  removal  from  office  for  some 
"  misdemeanor  or  default." 

The  undersigned  finds  no  other  provision  in  the  charter  which  can,  to  his  understand- 
ing, be  possibly  supposed  to  have  any  application  to  the  official  terms  of  the  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  and  senators;  and  as  he  cannot  suppose  the  clause  last  above  quoted 
and  referred  to  can  be  understood  as  reaching  any  cases  other  than  the  two  classes  of 
cases  he  has  mentioned,  to  wit,  the  death  of  the  incumbent,  and  his  removal  from  office 
for  cause,  he  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  charter  does  limit  the  term  of  office  of 
the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  to  one  year,  "the  year  ensoing"  the 
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pronaDcuition  of  their  election  in  the  general  ai4sembl3'  convcne<l  ut  Newport;  and  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  other  provisions  of  that  instrument  to  qualify  this  limitation. 

Can,  then,  the  legislatun^  of  the  State,  consiHtently  with  the  powrrn  i;rantctl  to  that 
body  by  the  charter,  extend  the  oHlcial  tcnns  of  those  officers  l>eyond  the  limits  fixed  by 
the  charter  ? 

This  inquiry  would  seem  to  have  been  already  answere<l;  for.  if  it  Ix'  adinitte<l  that 
the  charter  is  the  fundamental  law  of  the  St;itc,  and,  as  such,  bindin;;  ufMHi  its  legiKla- 
ture,  and  that  it  does  fix  the  official  tcnns  of  the  ^vernor.  lieutenant-governor,  ami  wn- 
ators  at  one  year,  it  must  follow  that  an  extension  of  those  terms  beyond  the  period 
fixed  by  the  charter  would  l)e  an  act  of  legislation  ulmvcand  Ix'yond  thechurter  in  aviv*t' 
where  it  makes  express  provision,  and,  thcrefon*,  an  act  of  legislation  not  authorized  bx 
the  cliarter,  but  in  direct  violation  of  it.  Such  are  the  impressions  fully  entcrtainf^l  b.. 
the  undersigned;  but  it  is  his  duty  to  notice  some  of  the  positions  by  which  the  m;y<i: 
ity  of  the  committee  sustain  themm*lves  in  an  opposite  conclusion. 

It  will  at  once  l)c  seen  thiit  this  disimssion  involves  the  <*(mstitutionality  and  validity 
of  80  much  of  the  act  of  January.  IKW,  as  extends  the  tenns  (»f  office  of  tlw  govern* »r. 
lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  in  ciise  of  a  failure  to  cleit  by  the  pe<iple.  an<l  thcn- 
tbre  has  direct  reference  t4)  the  arguments  by  whirh  the  majority  of  the  <*oniniitt4>r  ^U'« 
tain  that  act. 

The  first  imsition,  in  onler,  taken  by  the  majority  of  the  <"ommitt<r.  which  it  is  pM 
posed  to  notice,  is  laid  down  in  the  following  wonls:  "  Vour  coniniittei'  hold  it  to  lie  an 
undeniable  principle,  applicabb'  to  all  forms  of  government,  that  thi-rt*  must  exist  in  the 
supreme  legislative  iiower  of  the  State  a  (*:ipiu:ity  to  prcscrrve  itself  from  annihilation." 

This  is  a  position  to  the  sonndness  of  which  the  undersigned  raiinot  sulistTibe  as  ap- 
plicable to  any  of  the  forms  of  government  ad<»pt4i]  by  any  of  the  States  of  this  I'nion.  or 
by  the  Fe<leral  (Jovernment.  He  sup|)Os<'s  Congri'ss  to  Im*  "the  supn-me  legi'tlatixe 
|K)w«T**  of  this  (Jovennnent.  but  Congri^ss  has  by  the  (^imstitution  o\'  the  l-niti'il  States 
no  caiNKrity  to  pn'serve  itself  from  annihilati<m.  If  the  {leoplc  .should  fail  toebrt  nieni- 
liers  t<»  the  nons«*  of  Kcpn*sentatives,  or  if  the  legislatures  of  tin*  St;itcs  hbould  fail  tn 
elect  niemU'rs  to  the  StMiate.  then*  would  lx»  n«>  (Umgi-ess,  nt»r  <*o«ld  Congn-ss  itself  con 
tinue  it**elf  l»eyond  the  terms  for  which  its  memlN'rs  havr  Ih-^'u  clwte<l.  or  in  any  other 
way,  by  its  action,  bring  a  new  t'ongn»ss  into  exist enctv  Congrejw,  theri'fbri'.  which  is 
the  supn*me  legislative  |N>wer  of  the  TnittHl  Strifes. 'has  not  the  capacity  to  preser%'e 
its  continued  existence,  or  to  prevent  its  own  annihilation. 

The  undersigned,  from  the  time  allowed  him  to  pre|Kire  this  report,  Imis  not  lieen  able 
to  examine  very  extensively  the  omstitutions  of  the  .several  Statics,  nor  have  his  former 
researches  made  him  familiar  with  the  minute  provisions  of  thosi*  instruments;  but  from 
the  examinations  he  has  lM*<>n  euabltMl  to  make  he  entertains  the  opinii»n  that  m»  <iuch 
|M)wer  is  c«)nferre<l  upon  any  one  of  the  legislative  lMKli(^organi7^*tl  bv  those  instruments 
as  tluit  of  continuing  itw^lf  in  «)fficial  existeiic<>.  by  its  own  act,  iM-yomf  the  term  for  which 
its  memlM*Ts  wen*  ehrted.  He  1)elicves  that  the  niemlN>rs  of  the  legislatures  of  all  the 
States  are  elective  by  the  fm^men  of  the  resiiective  States,  and  in  the  (^msiitutions  of 
some  no  pmvision  is  made  for  a  f.iihm^  by  the  ix-ople  toehrt,  and  no  nimle of  remedying 
such  failure  but  that  of  a  rcsubmisjiion  to  the  ])eopIe  has  ever  Iteen  attempted  hy  ihi* 
legislatures  of  those  States.  The  constitutions  of  other  States  pmvide  for  filling  the 
vjurancies  which  may  exist  from  failures  to  eh'c't  bv  tiie  choice  of  such  of  the  memheis 
of  i>n«'  or  iMitli  branches  of  the  new  b'gislatun'  as  may  have  Iwen  elect«'d,  gt^nenilly  iwi- 
fining  that  ehoi<*<>  to  a  <*ertain  numlxT  of  the  c:indidates  \oted  for  by  the  people  Ibr  the 
offia*  1 1  Im*  filled.  Other  States,  when*  leg:i1  quorums  an' elected.  snfTer  the  \acancteH 
iKtusitmed  by  a  failun*  to  elect  to  rem:iin  nntllle<|  until  another  regular  ele<'tion.  Theie 
may  Is*  c:im»s  whi*n'  the  constitution  of  a  State  pmvides  that  the  memlxTsof  the  old  leg- 
islature shall  continue  ti»  act  until  others  are  eliH'tcd  and  qualififd  to  fill  their  plucr-t. 
but  the  undt*rHign«Ml  has  lM*en  able  to  find  no  such  cas<*.  nor  d<M*^  he  lH'lie\e  tliat  one  ex- 
ii^ls.  Ill*  U'liexes  that  the  <'onstitiiti(m  i»f  every  State  fixes  definitely  the  length  of  the 
official  term  of  the  memliers  of  its  ItHfislature.  and  that  without  a  n*  ehTtion  l>y  the 
]Miiple.  or  miiiie  other  n»-electio!i  or  reap|)ointtiient  pn»M'rilHMl  by  the  constitution  of  the 
Stati'.  the  otVicial  powers  of  every  member  of  the  Siati'  h-^i^latiins  erase  with  the  close 
«if  thf  term  for  which  he  was  ehH'ted.  whether  any  otluT  ihti^iu  be  or  Ije  not  qualiHed  to 
iti<i<*hurgi*  the  H:ime  duties. 

Sun>ly.  in  the  first  cKi^  of  the  alM>vi>  e:isci.  when' the  State  I'onst it nt ion  makei  Do 
pnivi<«ioii  lor  a  f.iitun*  to  ele<*t.  and  a  new  cKciion  is  tht>  only  remedy  within  the  power 
of  the  legislature,  **  the  cafKUMty  to  pn-»e»\e  it-e'.f  f'nmi  annihilation**  does  not  exist  in 
the  U^jislatun*.  the  official  terms  of  thi*  iiicnilMTs  «>f  wlreli  hive  expirefl.  That  capacity 
!.•«  in  the  [M-ople  alone,  and  their  election  mu.'>t  determine  the  continuance  or  not  of  the 
legislative  jxiwrr. 

In  the  .^M-t-ond  cla»  of  cas<fs,  where  varaiicies  (Mra-sioniHl  by  a  failure  to  elect  are  to  be 
aUe«l  by  such  membent  of  one  or  both  bramhes  of  the  new  legislature  as  may  bare  bcea 
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elected,  the  capacity  may  exist  in  each  legislature  to  preserve  itself  but  not  its  succes- 
sion; and  even  this  mnst  depend  npon  the  success  of  the  people  in  electing  a  portion  of 
the  members;  for  if  there  should  be  a  failure  to  elect  the  whole,  or  if  the  people  should 
hold  no  election,  there  would  be  no  one  authorized  to  fill  vacancies,  and  annihilation 
would  follow.  Such  a  legislature,  therefore,  has  only  9u6  modo  the  "capacity  to  preserve 
irself  from  annihilation, ''  and  has  not  at  all  that  capacity  in  the  sense  in  which  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  are  understood  to  use  it,  to  preserve  its  succession. 

The  third  class,  where  the  constitution  of  the  State  authorizes  the  members  of  the 
existing  legislature  to  hold  their  offices  and  exercise  their  powers  until  others  are  elected 
or  appointed  and  duly  qualified  to  take  their  places,  if  indeed  such  a  provision  exists  io 
the  constitution  of  any  one  of  the  States,  is  still  not  a  capacity  which  exists  in  the  legis- 
lative i)ower  to  preserve  itself  from  annihilation,  but  a  provision  which  exists  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State  to  preserve  its  legislature  irom  annihilation.  The  power  or  capacity 
is  constitutional  and  not  legislative,  and,  therefore,  even  in  this  class  of  cases  does  not 
bear  out  the  m^ority  of  the  committee  in  the  x>osition  they  have  laid  down. 

The  undersigned  may  have  misapprehended  the  meaning  which  the  majority  of  the 
committee  intended  to  give  to  the  position  itself,  as  they  may  have  attached  to  the  terms 
"supreme  legislative  power  of  the  State"  ideas  which,  as  used,  they  have  not  conveyed 
to  his  mind.  He  has  considered  them  as  used  in  reference  to  the  legislative  bodies  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  legislative  bodies  acting  in  subjection  to  fundamental  law  para- 
mount to  the  powers  of  the  legislative  authority — indeed,  from  which  the  legislature  de- 
rives its  authority.  If  the  x>osition  has  not  been  taken  in  this  sense,  then  the  undersigned 
must  admit  that  his  replies  to  it  may  be  a  departure  from  the  intention  of  the  proposition ; 
but  he  must  at  the  same  time  say  that  he  thinks,  in  any  other  sense,  the  proposition  is 
a  departure  from  the  argument  it  is  used  to  support. 

The  next  position  assumed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  to  sustain  this  act  ol' 
January,  18:l2,  is  that  neither  in  the  charter  nor  in  the  bill  of  rights,  "nor  in  any  other 
act  or  instniment  now  in  force,  is  there  to  be  found  any  prohibition  of  the  power  to  con- 
tinue over  an  existing  legislature  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly  chosen  and  engaged. ' ' 
The  reasoning  to  support  this  position  is  that  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States  are 
in  the  broadest  .sense  popular,  and  that  the  legislative  power  gninted  by  them  embraces 
every  object  not  expressly  prohibited  by  some  provision  in  the  instrument  itself,  or  by  a 
bill  of  rights.  In  reference  to  powers  legislative  in  their  nature  and  character,  and  not 
enumerated  or  particularly  granted,  this  reasoning  and  the  deduction  from  it  may  be 
generally  sound  as  applicable  to  the  State  constitutions.  It  is  respectfully  submitted, 
however,  that  the  establishment  and  organization  of  the  legislative  bodies,  and  as  a  neces- 
sary part  of  that  establishment  and  organization  the  limitation  of  the  terms  of  the  mem- 
bers is,  under  our  system,  a  constitutional  and  not  a  legislative  power,  and  therefore,  not 
coming  within  the  scope  of  the  reasoning  of  the  committee,  cannot  }ye  controlled  by  the 
conclusion  drawn  from  that  reasoning.  But  in  the  present  ciuse  this  point  is  not  left  to 
reasoning  and  inference.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  terms  of  the  members  of  the 
senate  of  Rhode  Island  are  specifically  fixed  l^y  the  charter  to  one  year.  The  constitu- 
tion has  provided  for  the  case  in  terms,  and  its  grant  is  positive,  definite,  and  clear.  It 
surely  then  will  not  be  contended  that  this  term  may  be  extendetl  without  a  violation 
of  the  grant,  because  the  granting  clause  does  not  contain  a  prohibition  against  its  viola- 
tion. It  is  a  settled  rule  of  construction  that  an  affirmative  and  positive  grant,  clear 
and  intelligible  in  its  terms,  is  itself  a  negative  of  what  is  not  granted.  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  fixes  the  term  of  a  Senator  at  six  years;  and  it  surely  would 
have  been  considered  surplusage  in  that  instrument  to  have  added  that  the  term  of  a 
Senator  should  be  no  more  than  six  years;  nor  will  it  be  supposed  that  Congress  can  pro- 
long that  term  because  that  negative  is  not  affixed  to  the  grant.  This  position,  there- 
fore, cannot  sustain  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  in  attempting  by  a 
legislative  act  to  prolong  the  term  of  the  senators  of  that  State  beyond  the  period  limited 
and  prescribed  by  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State. 

The  nuyority  of  the  committee  further  contend  that  the  people  of  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  sanctioned  the  act  of  January,  1832,  by  holding  elections  pursuant  to  its  provis- 
ions. The  undersigned  believes  that  in  using  this  argument  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee have  not  taken  the  proper  distinction  between  the  different  provisions  of  that  act. 
It  has  not  been  contended,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned,  that  those  parts  of  the 
act  which  directed  new  elections  in  cases  of  failure  to  elect  at  the  annual  elections  were 
unconstitutional  or  invalid.  On  the  contrary,  he  understands  that  those  provisions  of 
the  law  are  insisted  upon  as  valid  and  binding,  and  that  it  is  complained  that  the  house 
of  representatives  did  not  carry  them  into  effect  according  to  their  plain  intent  and  mean- 
ing. It  will  be  found  to  have  been  made  a  distinct  point  by  Mr.  Potter  in  his  argu- 
ment that  even  supposing  all  parts  of  the  law  of  January,  1832,  were  constitutional  and 
valid,  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  to  the  Senate  was  improperly  made,  b^^use  if  that 
law  had  been  proi>erly  carried  into  effect  there  would  have  been  two  or  three  sessions  of 
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the  legislature  of  the  State  between  January,  1833,  when  that  electioii  was  made,  and  tbe 
:M  of  March,  1833,  when  his  former  term  expired;  while  the  law  of  the  State  regnlatisg 
the  election  of  United  States  Senators  requires  that  election  to  be  made  ''at  the  nnioii 
of  tbe  general  assembly  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  teroi  of  serrice  of  the  Sen- 
ator for  the  time  being,  and  not  !)efore." 

His  reasoning  upon  the  subject  is  that  it  was  the  intention  of  that  law  that  elcctMoi 
should  be  held  as  frequently  as  that  could  be  done,  the  retams  made,  and  tbe  raBolli 
ascertained,  until  a  choice  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  aenatoia  ahonld  be  ef- 
fected; that  the  law  fixed  the  period  of  thirty  days  as  the  longeat  notioe  which  should 
}ye  given  of  a  special  election  to  be  held  under  it;  that  eeveral  of  those  elections  were 
held  upon  a  much.shorter  notice,  and  proved  that  elections  might  be  held  once  in  thiitj 
days  without  difficulty;  that  these  elections  were  continued  at  intervals  differing  not 
very  widely  from  this  until  the  October  session  of  the  legislature  in  1832;  that  after  thit 
period  but  one  election  was  held  under  the  law;  that  at  the  session  in  Jannaxy,  1833. 
the  legislature,  instead  of  ac^jouruing  to  such  a  day  as  would  give  time  Ibr  another  trial 
to  elect  a  senate,  and  so  continuing  to  do  from  time  to  time  until  the  Iaw  made  it  im- 
perative upon  them  to  elect  a  Senator,  at  any  time  before  or  even  on  the  3d  dayof  Maitii, 
1833,  then  proceede<l  to  make  that  election,  the  house  of  representatives  having  fint  n- 
solved  that  they  would  order  no  more  elections  under  the  law;  that  by  this  pvxweeding 
the  persons  acting  as  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senate,  nnder  the  law  5 
January,  1832,  who  were  elected  in  April,  1831,  without  any  reference  to  the  electioii  of 
a  Senator,  were  made  actors  in  that  election,  and  actually  gave  their  votes  for  Mr.  Rob> 
bins,  by  which  votes  he  was  ele<;ted,  when,  if  new  elections  had  been  oodcredy  as  tbej 
should  have  been,  other  sessions  of  the  legislature  would  have  intervened  between  Jan- 
uary and  March,  and  the  people  would  have  had  an  opportunity  to  elect  a  governor,  lica- 
tenant-govemor,  and  senate,  with  a  view  tothe  election  of  a  Senator;  that  the  Sad  that  an 
cle<ttion  was  effected  at  the  first  trial  after  November,  1832,  proves  very  clearly  that  had 
(Sections  been  ordered  some  choice  would  have  been  efieeted  before  March,  1833w  and 
iH'fore  the  expiration  of  the  then  term  of  Mr.  Robbins;  while  the  total  change  produced 
by  the  election  in  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senate  proves  conclnsively  that 
the  public  will  was  not  represented  by  the  former  incumbents  of  those  offices. 

These'suggestions  are  given  here  in  as  condensed  a  form  as  possible,  that  the  Senate 
may  allow  them  such  weight  in  the  decision  of  this  important  controversy  as  this  body 
may  think  they  deserve.  They  must  in  any  event  satisfy  the  Senate  that  these  electiona, 
held  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  January,  1832,  fhmish  no  evidence  of  the  aoqniesccDce 
of  the  people  of  that  State  in  any  of  the  provisions  of  that  law  other  than  those  appli- 
cable to  the  special  elections,  the  validity  of  which  proviitions  have  not  been  and  are 
not  now  disputed.  Indee<1.  i'roni  the  fact  that  that  law  charged  the  house  of  representa- 
tives alone  with  the  execution  of  thin  portion  of  it,  an  aigument  has  be«>n  drawn  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  legislature  which  parae<l  the  act  that  any  businesa  of  an 
official  or  legislative  character  should  be  performed  by  the  senate  alter  the  expiration  of 
their  constitutional  terms,  and  that  the  provisions  in  the  law  for  the  official  continoanoe 
of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  was  designed  as  a  mere  ibnnal  con- 
tinuance of  the  legislative  bc^y  until  an  election  by  the  people  should  be  eflecffed.  Tbe 
terms  of  the  act,  however,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  it,  go  very  strongly  to  con- 
tradict this  construction  of  it. 

Another  position  taken  by  the  minority  of  the  committee  to  sustain  the  validity  of  the 
act  of  January,  1832,  is  liascd  upon  the  action  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island.  The  paper  annexed,  marked  O,  contains  the  evidence  of  the  proceed- 
ings referred  to.  The  facts  seem  to  be  that  a  person  by  the  name  of  Miner  was  indicted 
in  September,  1832,  for  munlcr;  that  he  was  tried  in  March,  1833,  before  this  court,  con- 
victed, and  sentenced  to  be  hung  in  July,  1833.  He  presented  to  the  court  an  applica- 
tion for  a  habeas  corpus,  upon  the  ground  that  the  judges  had  not  been  appointed  l^  a 
competent  legislature,  and  were  not,  therefore,  empowered  to  try  and  sentence  him.  The 
covLTt  refused  the  application,  but  the  grounds  of  the  decision  are  not  stated.  It  is  con- 
tended that  this  decision  was  a  pronunciation  of  the  judgment  of  that  court  in  fiavor  of 
the  validity  of  the  law  of  January,  1832.  Mr.  Potter  makes  two  answers  to  this  point 
The  first  is  that  the  statute  of  the  State  expressly  denies  to  this  court  the  anthonty  to 
grant  a  habeas  corpus  on  the  application  of  persons  *^ committed  for  a  capital  crime,** 
''or  persons  convict'^  (.see  the  Kcvisc<l  Laws  of  Rhode  Island  of  1822,  pace  181).  To 
this  it  is  replied,  as  it  would  seem  to  the  undersigned,  with  much  ibrce,  that  notwith- 
standing the  prohibition  of  the  statute  it  would  l^  competent  for  the  court  to  examine 
such  an  application  where  the  allegation  was  that  the  whole  proceedinga  had  been  ecnm 
nonjudi^,  and,  if  such  should^  in  their  judgments,  be  the  fact,  that  the  case  woald  not 
come  within  the  prohibition  of  the  statute  and  the  writ  might  be  granted.  The  second 
answer  is  that  the  judges  of  this  court  were  the  same  persons  ftom  the  fint  Wednesday 
in  May,  1831,  until  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1833;  that  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
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that  their  uppointments  ami  terniH  oi'  service  were  witbiu  the  power  of  Ihc  Jegislature, 
though  the  practice  haa  been  to  make  the  appointments  annually;  that  these  judges 
were  properly  appointed  and  commissioned  in  1831;  that  a  resolution  having  the  force 
of  a  law  is  always  passed  by  every  legislature  of  Khodc  Island  declaring  that  all  ofiScers 
in  whose  places  no  others  have  been  appointed  by  the  legislature  or  who  have  not  been 
themselves  reappointed  shall  continue  to  hold  their  respective  offices  until  others  shall 
be  duly  appointed  and  qualified  to  take  their  places;  that  a  similar  resolntion  was  passed 
by  the  legislature  in  office  from  May,  1831,  to  May,  1832;  that  these  judges  did  hold 
their  offices  and  continue  to  discharge  their  duties  as  judges  by  virtue  of  their  appoint- 
ment  in  1831,  and  of  the  resolution  above  described  until  August,  1832,  although  their 
year  expired  in  the  montli  of  May,  1832;  that  the  body  acting  as  the  legislature  in 
August,  1832,  but  whose  right  so  to  act  is  now  disputed,  did  in  that  month  assume  to 
reappoint  these  judges,  but  it  is  said  that  if  it  shall  be  determined  that  this  l)ody  was 
not  the  legislature  of  the  State  authorized  to  ])eriorm  the  constitutional  duties  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State,  then  their  assuming  to  reappoint  these  judges  would  neither  add 
to  nor  take  from  the  powers  they  possessed  belore  that  act  was  perf ot  med ;  that  they 
were  continuing  in  office  at  the  time  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  before  mentioned;  that 
they  would  so  continue  until  removed  from  office  or  reappointed  by  a  constitutional 
legislature;  and  that  therefore  their  decision  in  the  case  referred  to  does  not  necessarily 
carry  with  it  the  decision  of  tliat  court  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  the  act  of  January,  1832, 
because  if  they  had  decided  expressly  that  that  law  was  invalid  and  their  purjiorted  re- 
appointment in  August,  1832,  void,  they  would  still  have  been  compelled  to  decide  that 
they  were  in  office  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  the  previous  competent  legislature  as 
well  after  as  before  August,  and,  being  so  in  office,  were  a  competent  court  to  try  and  sen- 
tence the  criminal  in  question.  This  reasoning  seems  to  the  undersigned  to  follow 
necessarily  from  the  facts,  and  to  render  wholly  inconclusive  this  action  of  the  court  as 
a  decision  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  the  law  under  consideration. 

The  legislatui-e  which  declared  void  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  and  elected  Mr.  Pot- 
ter, in  the  preamble  to  the  aCt  making  that  declaration  denominate  the  body  which 
made  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  **the  general  assembly,^'  and  a^ssign  as  the  ground 
upon  which  the^ declare  void  their  proceedings  in  that  particular  the  non-compliance 
with  the  act  of  January,  1832.  The  nugority  of  the  committee  consider  this  an  admis- 
sion sustaining  the  validity  of  that  act.  This  same  legislature  also,  ut  their  first  session, 
repealed  the  act  of  January,  1832,  without  expressing  any  opinion  in  the  rei)ealing  act 
that  the  act  to  be  repealed  was  not  valid.  This  the  majority  of  the  committee  also  con- 
sider an  admission  to  the  same  effect.  How  far  admissions  by  this  subsequent  legisla- 
ture, if  made,  would  render  valid  an  unconstitutional  law  passed  by  a  preceding  legis- 
lature, or  how  far  such  admissions  are  to  be  considered  evidence  of  the  constitutionality 
of  such  a  law,  when  that  is  the  point  in  issue,  are  questions  which  the  undersigned 
leaves  to  the  determination  of  the  Senate.  These  admissions,  however,  appear  to  him 
to  have  been  made,  so  far  as  they  can  be  considere<l  admissions  at  all,  under  circum- 
stances which  should  be  considered.  The  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  at  its  October 
session,  in  the  year  1833,  pass  an  act  in  which  they  declare  the  election  of  Mr.  Rob- 
bins to  the  Senate  ^^to  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect,''  and  that  the  office  of  Sen- 
ator is  vacant;  not  that  the  office  is  thereby  vacated,  but  that  it  is  "vacant,".  To 
that  act  they  affix  a  preamble,  in  which  they  term  the  l)ody  of  men  which  made 
the  election  that  they  are  about  to  declare  void  ''the  general  assembly,"  and  accuse 
them  of  a  non-compliance  with  the  law  by  virtue  of  which  they  held  their  offices;  and 
this  preamble  Is  followed  by  the  law  which  declares  null  and  void  the  act  referred 
to.  Now,  it  would  not  do  to  assume  that  anything  contained  in  this  preamble 
was  designed  as  an  admission  of  the  validity  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins,  because 
it  was  the  sole  object  of  it,  and  of  the  law  to  which  it  is  the  preamble,  to  declare  that 
election  void;  and  it  will  not  be  contended  that  the  preamble  to  any  legislative  act  is 
to  be  so  construed  as  to  contradict,  defeat,  and  overrule  the  act  itself,  which  is  the  only 
part  of  the  proceeding  having  validity.  This  legislature,  then,  did  not  intend  to  admit 
that  Mr.  Robbins  had  been  validly  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  but  to  deny 
that  ~fact,  and  to  declare  not  voidable  but  void  the  proceeding  by  which  he  purported  to 
have  been  so  elected;  and  the  preamble  to  the  act  must  be  so  understood  and  construe<l 
as  to  be  consistent  with  this  intention.  Two  grounds  were  assumed  upon  which  that 
election  was  void:  1st.  That  the  law  of  January,  1832,  so  far  as  it  purported  to  continue 
the  terms  of  office  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators,  was  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  therefore  void,  and  that  the  persons  assuming 
to  act  as  a  governor  and  senate  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  were  not  constitutionally 
a  governor  and  senate,  and  were  not  authorized  so  to  act.  2d.  That  the  governor  and 
senate  for  the  time  being  held  their  offices,  not  by  virtue  of  an  election  by  the  people, 
but  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  January,  1832,  and  that  a  failure  to  comply  strictly  with  the 
provisions  of  that  act  had  put  an  end  to  the  powers  they  derived  ffom  it,  and  therefore 
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that  they  had  do  power  to  act  iu  the  election  of  a  Senator.  The  anhaeqiient  l^gnJatore  ap- 
pear from  tliis  preamble  to  their  act  to  have  assumed  the  latter  gronxid  as  the  foundatioo 
of  their  action,  and  anything  in  the  shape  of  an  admission  in  the  preamble  woald  seem 
to  be  properly  referable  to  the  views  they  entertained,  and  upon  ^whicli  they  were  acting; 
and  not  to  connect  itself  with  a  view  of  the  subject  which  does  not  appear  from  their  pro- 
ceedings to  have  influenced  their  action.  If,  the  refore,  the  groond  assumed  by  this  legis- 
lature should  be  held  to  be  untenable,  and  the  ground  first  above  men tioned,  to  wit,  that 
the  act  of  January,  18^i2,  so  far  as  it  purports  to  extend  the  official  terms  of  the  gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor,  and  senators,  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State,  and  therefore  void,  be  well  taken,  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  discover  that  uxj- 
thing  in  the  admissions  supposed  to  be  contained  in  this  preamble  can  weaken  or  over- 
turn it.  In  relerence  to  the  admission  supposed  to  be  drawn  from  the  silence  of  the  act 
repealing  the  act  of  January,  1632,  the  undersigned  will  simply  remark  that  this  was  an 
act  to  repeal  a  law  parts  of  which  were  held  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  and  other 
parts  of  which  were  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  valiti  and  binding  as  law;  and  under 
the^e  circumstances  he  cannot  consider  the  al)sencc  of  a  declaration  pointing  out  those 
parts  which  were  held  to  be  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  object  of  the  legis- 
lature to  repeal  the  whole  act,  as  going  very  far  to  sanction  the  whole  act. 

The  migority  of  the  committee  mention  the  action  of  the  legislature  of  Bhode  Islazid 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  members  of  Congress  and  the  introduction  of  the  plunditj 
insteadof  the  minority  of  votes  to  elect  in  the  choice  of  those  officers  as  going  to  show  the 
extent  to  which  the  legislature  have  gone  in  regulating  elections,  contrary  to  the  loDg- 
established  customs  of  the  State.  Two  remarks  may  be  made  in  relation  to  this  aiga- 
ment.  The  first  is,  that  the  charter  could  not  necessarily  have  contained  any  proviuoo  ia 
relation  to  the  election  of  these  officers,  inasmuch  us  it  was  granted  for  the  government 
of  a  British  colony,  and  not  of  the  State  of  Khode  Island  as  a  member  of  the  confed- 
eracy of  States  composing  this  Government,  and  was  granted  more  than  a  centnry  belbre 
such  a  thing  as  a  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  known  or  had  exist- 
ence; whence,  from  necessity,  the  legislature  must  have  full  power  over  that  wholf  sub- 
ject. The  second  is,  that  the  fact  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  extended,  by  Jaw,  the 
plurality  mode  of  election  to  the  choice  of  members  of  Congress  where  the  charter  does 
not  interfere,  and  did  not  extend  it  to  the  election  ofofficers  of  the  State  government  where 
the  charter  prescribes  the  miyority  principle,  affords  at  least  as  strong  an  inierence  in 
favor  of  their  sense  of  the  binding  and  paramount  influence  of  the  charter,  where  it  does 
direct,  as  of  any  disposition  to  treat  it  lightly  by  disregarding  the  mere  analogy  when 
acting  upon  a  case  not  known  to  the  charter. 

So  much  for  the  arguments  which  have  been  adduced  by  the  majority  of  the  committee 
to  sustain  the  validity  of  the  act  of  January,  1832. 

In  corroboration  of  the  point  now  under  discossion,  however,  to  wit,  that  the  tenns  of 
the  governor  and  senate  can  be  continued  beyond  the  year,  the  majority  of  the  committee 
assume  that  these  officers  always  have  held  over  until  the  election  was  completed  and 
their  successors  qualified.  A  perfect  understanding  of  the  fii^ts,  it  is  believed,  will  make 
this  point  plain.  From  the  statments  of  the  parties  annexed,  and  before  r^erred  to,  it 
is  to  be  seen  that  the  practice  of  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  has  ever  been  to  a^jonin 
to  meet  on  the  day  previous  to  that  fixed  in  the  charter  for  the  annual  election,  and  that 
pursuant  to  such  adjournment,  a  quorum  of  both  houses  assemble  on  that  day  always  at 
Newport,  the  place  named  in  the  charter  for  holding  the  annual  elections.  It  is  nndonbt- 
edly  true,  as  the  migority  of  the  committee  remark,  thnt  when  the  people  all  assembled 
and  voted  at  that  place  they  might  remain  together  until  an  election  waseiTected,  and  that 
the  governor  and  senate  of  the  former  year  might  remain  until  that  result  was  ascertained, 
but  there  is  not  found  any  provision  in  the  charter  making  them  at  that  time  presiding 
officers  of  the  election  or  impasing  ui)on  them  any  other  official  duties  after  the  opening 
of  the  election.  The  new  house  of  represt>ntatives  always  assembled  on  the  day  fixed  for 
the  election,  and  took  the  oathsof  office  on  that  day.  They  alwaysacted  as  the  casTassen 
of  the  votes,  and  tlie  result  of  the  election  was  <leclared  by  that  body.  Since  the  system  of 
voting  by  proxy,  as  before  describecl,  h:is  been  adopted, the  proxies  have  always  been  retained 
to  Newport  and  canvassed  by  the  new  house  of  rt^pre8entatives,a8  the  votes  given  by  the 
people  there  assembled  formerly  wei-e.  They  declare  tho  result  as  they  Ibrmerly  did,  and 
the  election  is  closed.  If  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senate  are  ibnnd  to  be 
elected,  the  persons  elected  are  sworn,  and  the  legislature  is  organised;  andas  aa  elec- 
tion of  a  governor,  lieutenant-govenor,  and  a  qnroum  of  the  senate  has  never  fidled  to  be 
made  until  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1832,  the  history  of  the  government  of  the  colony 
and  State  furnishes  no  precedent  for  such  a  case  as  that  under  consideration,  where  the 
former  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators,  or  any  of  those  officers,  have  held  over 
and  attempted  to  perform  official  acts  because  successors  were  not  elected.  That  history 
does,  however,  present  several  instances  where  the  whole  numl)er  of  senators  have  not  been 
elected  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  fill  the  vacancies  by  a  new  election,  or  in  a^y  other 


POTTER   VS.   R0BBIN8.  13l 

manner,  nor  have  the  former  incumbents  of  .the  vacant^scats  ever  claimed  to  hold  over 
the  terms  for  which  they  were  elected,  bnt  the  vacancies  have  in  all  such  cases  been  suf- 
lered  to  remain  for  the  year.  It  should  be  further  remarked  that  no  evidence  is  found 
to  show  that  any  election  has  occupied  more  than  the  day  fixed  in  the  charter,  so  that  any 
presumption  of  a  holding  over  of  these  officers  in  consequence  of  a  failure  to  elect  on  that 
day  is  unsupported  by  evidence. 

From  these  facts  it  would  Fcem  to  the  undersigned  to  follow  necessarily  that  the  old 
governor  and  senate  arc  brought  together  by  the  a<ljoumment  of  the  legislature  to  the 
day  previous  to  the  election;  that  subsequent  to  that  day,  unless  re-elected,  they  have 
never  had  any  official  duty  to  peri'oim,  and  have  never  perlormed  any;  that  the  right  to 
hold  over,  in  case  of  a  i'ailure  to  elect,  had  not  been  admitted  in  the  practice  of  the  gov- 
ernment under  the  charter,  because  repeated  instances  have  happened  where  failures  to 
fill  places  in  the  senate  have  occurred  end  the  incumbents  have  not  continued  to  occupy 
them,  but  they  have  remained  vacant  for  the  whole  year;  that  the  holding  over  referred 
to  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  has  relation  only  to  the  day  of  election,  and  then 
these  officers,  unless  re-elected,  have  no  official  duties  to  perform;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  holding  over  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  that  State  from 
the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1832,  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1833,  in  consequence 
of  a  iailure  of  the  people  to  elect,  was  not  sanctioned  by  any  former  practice  of  the 
government  under  the  charter,  and  must  be  held  to  have  been  done  by  virtue  of  and  in 
obedience  to  the  act  of  January,  1832,  and  not  by  virtue  of  any  provision  in  the  garter 
or  in  conformity  with  any  lormer  precedent. 

The  opinion  of  the  undersigned  as  to  the  validity  of  such  of  the  provisions  of  that  law 
as  assumed  to  extend  the  official  terms  of  these  officers  has  been  given  in  his  remarks 
under  the  two  first  heads  of  this  report,  where  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  charter  is  to  be  regarded  as  to  this  question  as  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  State,  binding  upon  its  legislature,  and  that  it  does  limit  specifically  their  offi- 
cial terms  to  one  year. 

As  it  has  been  intimated  in  some  one  of  the  statements  of  fact  that  the  duty  of  swear- 
ing the  new  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  devolved  upon  the  old  officers 
as  an  official  act  to  be  performed  by  them  after  the  election  had  been  efi*ected,  it  may  be 
proper  to  refer  here  to  the  paper  annexed,  marked  P,  to  show  that,  for  a  long  term  of 
years  at  least,  this  duty  has  been  i)erlbrmed  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  not  Dy  them. 

This  brings  the  undersigned  to  his  fourth  inquiry,  which  is:  Can  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  when  these  questions  are  presented  to  it  by  the  action  of  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  purported  election  of  a  member  ibr  this  body,  look 
into  and  pronounce  its  opinion  upon  them  by  way  of  inquiry  into  the  right  of  a  sitting 
member  to  the  seat  he  occupies? 

Two  bodies  of  men,  calling  themselves  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  together  acting  as  the  legislature  of  that  State  from  the  first 
Wednesday  in  May,  1832,  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1833,  did,  in  January,  1833, 
assume  to  elect  Asher  Robbins  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six 
years  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March  then  next,  to  fill  a  vacancy  to  be  produced 
by  the  expiration  of  his  then  term  of  office  on  the  last-mentioned  day.  Mr.  Robbins 
received  a  majority  of  the  votes  given  by  these  two  bodies  of  men  for  the  office,  and  the 
election  was  conducted  according  to  the  forms  pursued  by  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and in  the  election  of  Senators.  The  result  of  the  election  was  pronounced  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  the  person  acting  as  governor  of  the  State  at  the  time  issued  to  Mr.  Robbins 
a  commission  in  the  usual  form,  and  authenticated  in  the  usual  manner,  for  the  office. 
This  commission  was  presented  to  and  read  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the 
4th  day  of  February,  1833,  and  placed  upon  the  files  of  that  body. 

This  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  was  protested  against  by  several  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  that  State  soon  after  it  was  made  (see  protest  annexed,  marked  Q), 
and  has  ever  since  been  alleged  to  have  been  void,  on  the  ground  that  the  personsacting 
as  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senators  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  election, 
and  aiding  in  making  it,  were  not  constitutionally  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor, 
and  senators  of  the  State,  nor  authorized  to  perform  that  act,  and,  of  consequence,  that 
the  person  acting  as  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  as  such  signing  Mr.  Robbins's  com- 
mission, was  not  constitutionally  the  governor  of  the  State,  nor  autho*ized  to  perform  that 
act.  In  the  month  of  October,  1833,  two  other  bodies  of  men,  admitted  to  be  trie  sen- 
ate and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  were  assembled  and  con- 
stituted the  legislature  of  that  State,  and  while  so  assembled  this  legislature  passed  the 
law  to  be  found  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  marked  A, 
declaring  the  election  of  Mr.  Robbins  "null  and  void,  and  of  noeffect,"  and  the  office  to 
be  *•  vacant."  This  same  legislature  then  proceeded  to  electa  Senator  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy which  they  alleged  existed  by  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Robbins's  former  term  in 
March  previous,  and,  upon  counting  the  votes  given,  Elisha  R.  Potter  was  found  to  havo 
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received  a  majority  of  the  whole,  and  was  declared  to  have  been  duly  elected.  ITie  elec- 
tion was  conducted  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  person  admitted  to  be  the  governor  of 
the  State  issued  to  Mr.  Potter  a  commission  for  the  office  in  the  usual  fbmiy  and  with 
the  proper  authentications.  This  commission  was  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  and  read  in  that  body  on  the  first  day  of  its  present  session,  and  at  the  8ame  time 
Mr.  Robbina  and  Mr.  Potter  both  presented  themseves  at  the  bar,  and  each  offered  to  take 
the  oath  of  office  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  Stfites  from  the  State  of  Khode  Island. 

This  is  believed  to  be  a  sufficient  sunmiary  of  the  facts  to  present  this  poiut  intelligi- 
bly to  the  Senate.  It  will  be  seen  Irom  them  that  the  question  is  raised  upon  theaction 
of  a  body  admitted  on  all  hands  to  have  been  a  constitutionally  organized  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Khode  Island,  declaring  'null  and  void,  and  of  no  effect,"  an  Important  act 
of  a  preceding  body  claiming  to  bo  the  logislatuie  of  that  State,  but  the  oigauization  of 
which  was  peculiar,  and  the  constitutionality  and  le/iality  of  whose  acts  are  questioned. 

The  Senate,  by  the  Constitution,  is  made  "the  judge  of  the  iledions^  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members,  "and  can  it,  under  this  power,  look  into  these  &cts 
to  determine  which  of  the  pci-sons  claiming  the  heat  as  a  Senator  from  Khode  Island  is 
entitled  to  represent  that  State  in  this  b<,dy? 

No  question  appears  to  theundeii^igncd  to  l)e  raised  as  to  the  "returns"  or  ''qualifica- 
tions" of  either  of  the  chiimants,  and  he  thereJore  considers  that  the  question  of  **elec- 
tion  "  is  the  only  one  presented  ibr  decision.  This  question  theSenate  has  the  powerto 
determine,  because  it  is  made  "the  judge  of  the  elections"  of  its  own  members.  The 
facts  in  this  ease  show  that  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Khode  Island  declare,  in  the 
solemn  form  of  a  law  of  the  State,  that  Mr.  Kobbins  has  not  been  elected  to  the  Senate; 
that  the  proceedings  from  which  his  eommisson  proceeded  were  "  null  and  void,  and  of 
no  effect,"  because  the  bod}'  taking  them  were  not  authorized  to  elect  a  Senator;  and 
that  the  place  was  *' vacant"  at  the  time  when  this  declaration  was  made.  Still,  not- 
withstanding this  solemn  declaration  by  a  body  conceded  to  be  the  legislature  of  the 
State,  ^Ir.  bobbins  produces  to  the  Senate,  and  theie  is  referred  to  the  committee,  a 
commi.'^sion  in  due  Ibim,  according  to  the  laws  and  tbe  practice  of  the  government  of 
Rhode  Iblind,  to  i^how  that  Mr.  h'obbins  had  been  duly  elected  a  Senator  to  represent 
that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Will  the  Senate  look  behind  this  com- 
mission to  determine  whether  or  not  it  was  i)roperly  granted  ?  The  undersigned  believes 
that  it  is  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  do  so.  The  eommisstou  is 
only  the  evidence  of  the  election  of  a  Senator,  and  if  the  Senate  were  to  limit  its  in- 
quiries to  the  proper  loim  and  authentication  of  the  commiasion  it  would  only  make 
itself  the  judge  of  the  evidence  of  an  election,  not  the  judge  of  the  election  itself.  The 
undersigned  supposes  that  the  evidence  of  an  election  to  an  cfiice  is,  in  all  cases,  prima 
j«r/r  only,  and  is  susceptible  of  being  controverted  and  contradicted  before  a  tribunal 
competent  to  judge  of  the  election;  he  tberelbrc  supposes  that  the  regula/ity  of  the  'vi- 
ihme  of  an  election  may  be  one  thing  and  that  the  <  la  Hon  may  l)e  a  very  difierent  thing; 
and  he  concludes  that,  as  the  Senate  is  constituted  notthejudgeof  the  evidence  of  the  elec- 
tions of  its  members  only,  but  '*  the  judge  of  the  elections"  of  its  members,  it  may  and, 
in  all  ca.«es  of  a  contested  election  where  the  contest  docs  not  arise  as  to  the  regularity 
of  the  evidence  simply,  should  look  behind  the  evidence  and  into  the  election  itself 
that  it  may  determine  what  it  is  constituted  the  judge  to  determine,  the  fact  of  election, 
or,  in  other  words,  that  it  may  determine  whether  ihc prima  favie  evidence  laid  before 
it  is  the  real  evidence  of  facts  or  is  subject  to  contradiction  by  the  facta. 

The  terms  of  the  Constitution  would  seem  to  confirm  this  construction  of  the  powers 
of  the  Senate.  It  is  *' the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members."  The  *'retui-ns"  must  refer  to  the  commissions  or  other  evidences  of  elec- 
tion of  the  members  of  this  body  as  separate  from  the  '^elections"  or  *' qualifications,'* 
and  of  the  *' returns"  the  Senate  is  the  judge.  Again,  the  "qualifications"  must  re- 
late to  the  age,  citizenship,  residence,  and  other  personal  qualifications  of  the  permm 
elected,  and  of  these  "qualifications"  the  Senate  is  al>«o  the  judge,  and  these  are  mat- 
ters to  be  determined  separate  irom  the  * '  elections  "  and  *'  returns. "  So  also  the  Senate 
is  the  judge  of  the  **  elections  "  of  its  members  as  separate  from  the  "returns  and  quali- 
fications "  The  three  enumerations  would  seem  to  be  separate  subjects,  upon  each  of 
which  the  Senate  is  to  judge  in  the  perlbrmancc  of  its  constitutional  duty;  and  as  a 
judgment  upon  the  returns  is  made  a  separate  matter  from  a  judgment  upon  Uie  election, 
the  inierencc  would  seem  to  be  irresistible  that  an  examination  behind  the  returns  was 
contemplated,  that  a  judgment  upon  the  election,  independent  of  the  return,  miglitbe 
formed. 

Against  this  construction  of  the  constitutional  powers  and  duties  of  the  Senate  the 
majority  of  the  committee  inter])ose  objections  which  are  of  a  consequential  character 
mostly,  but  which  will  be  considered.  The  committee  say  "it  would  be  a  dangerous 
exertion  of  i)ower  to  look  behind  the  commission  for  defects  in  the  component  parts  of 
the  legislature,  or  into  the  peculiar  organization  of  the  body  for  reasons  to  justify  the 
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Senate  in  declariDg  its  acts  absolutely  null  and  void.  Such  a  power,  if  carried  to  its 
Intimate  extent,  would  subject  the  entire  scope  of  State  legislation  to  be  overruled  by 
our  decision,  and  even  the  right  of  suffrage  of  individual  members  of  the  legislature 
whose  elections  were  contested  might  be  set  aside.  It  would  also  lead  to  investigation 
into  the  motives  of  members  in  casting  their  votes  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
charge  of  bribery  or  corruption  in  particular  cases.'' 

Reserving  for  the  present  the  consideration  of  the  extent  to  which  the  consequences 
of  adjudging  any  act  unconstitutional,  or  illegal,  or  invalid  may  be  properly  used  as  an 
argument  against  such  an  adjudication,  the  undersigned  respectfully  suggests  that  in  his 
judgment  the  consequences  here  mentioned  do  not  necessarily  follow  the  decision  ap- 
prehended. He  understands  it  to  be  a  necessary  rule  of  all  legislative  bodies  empowered 
to  judge  of  the  ^*  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications''  of  their  own  members  that  the 
I>erson  presenting  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  membership  is  allowed  to  take  his  seat, 
and  is  fully  authorized  to  act  until  such  prima  facie  evidence  of  right  is  overruled  by 
the  judgment  of  the  body;  and  he  never  heard  it  doubte<l  or  questioned  that  the  votes 
of  a  member  so  sitting  were  as  valid  for  all  purposes  as  the  votes  of  a  member  whose 
seat  was  not  contested,  and  whose  right  to  a  seat  was  not  questioned.  Indeed,  if  it 
were  not  so  the  admission  of  a  member  to  a  seat  in  a  legislative  body  until  his  election, 
return,  and  qualifications  had  been  definitely  adjudged  would  be  an  absurdity.  It 
would  be  the  admission  into  the  body  of  a  voter  who  might,  by  the  adjudication  of  the 
body  itself,  vitiate  its  whole  proceedings. 

So  also  in  the  case  supposed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  of  alleged  bribery  and 
corruption.  The  undersigned  has  always  supposed  that  a  member  of  a  legislative  body 
who  should  accept  a  bribe  was  punishable  for  the  crime;  but  he  has  never  understood, 
nor  does  he  now  understand,  that  the  vote  of  the  member  given  under  the  corrupt  in- 
fluence vitiated  the  proceeding  voted  upon  or  rendered  either  void  or  voidable  by  legal 
abjudication  such  proceeding.  The  member  bribed  is  still  constitutionally  and  legally 
a  member  of  the  body  notwithstanding  his  corruption,  and  retains  all  his  rights  and  all 
his  powers  as  a  member  until  conviction  for  the  crime  ousts  him  from  his  seat. 

Hence  it  is  concluded  that  the  consequences  above  enumerated  cannot  follow  the  de- 
cision involved  in  the  present  controversy,  whatever  that  decision  may  be,  as  the  ques- 
tion presented  is  not  whether  the  persons  who  did  act  as  the  governor  a&d  senate  of 
Rhode  Island,  or  some  other  persons  claiming  the  right  so  to  act,  were  the  proper  persons 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  those  offices;  but  the  question  is,  were  the  persons  who  did  so 
act  constitutionally  and  legally,  even  by  any  prima  /aeie  claim,  the  governor  and  senate 
of  that  State,  and  as  such  authorized  to  vote  upon  the  election  of  a  Senator? 

Again,  the  miyority  of  the  committee  say  **such  a  power  does  not  belong  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  would,  if  claimed  and  carried  out  to  its  full  extent,  annihilate  all 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.  It  is  a  general  principle  of  national  law  applicable  to 
all  distinct  and  independent  governments,  that  if  there  arise  any  disputes  in  a  state  on 
the  fundamental  laws  and  administration,  or  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  different  powers 
of  which  it  is  composed,  it  is  the  business  of  the  state  alone  to  judge  and  determine 
them  in  conformity  to  its  political  constitution.  No  government  has  a  right  to  intrude 
into  the  domestic  affairs  of  another  state,  and  attempt  to  influence  its  deliberations,  or 
to  control  its  action." 

These  principles  may  be  perfectly  sound  when  applied  to  nations  wholly  disconnected 
with  and  independentof  each  other;  but  the  undersigned  respectfully  submits  that  they 
cannot  be  applicable  to  governments  related  to  and  connected  with  each  other,  as  are 
the  governments  of  the  States  of  this  Confederacy  and  the  Federal  Government,  of  which 
the  States  are  component  parts,  and  especially  when  the  question  is  the  proper  repre- 
sentation of  the  State  in  that  branch  of  the  Federal  Legislature  where  its  sovereignty  is 
represented  in  the  particular  manner  pointed  out  by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Upon 
such  a  question,  that  instrument,  and  not  the  general  principles  of  international  law, 
must  govern  the  decision.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  Constitution  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  Senate  to  judge  of  the  **  elections  "  of  its  members.  Another  provision  of 
that  instrument  says  ^Hhe  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Sena- 
tors from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof;"  and  the  question  now  directly 
presented  is,  was  Mr.  Robbins  chosen  by  the  l^;islature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ?  It 
would  seem  to  the  undersigned,  with  all  deference  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  that  the  Senate  cannot  judge  of  the  election  of  thai  individual 
unless  it  can  190k  into  and  decide  this  question,  and  that  to  determine  this  to  be  an  un- 
authorized interference  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  domestic  affairs 
of  the  government  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  would  be  to  determine  that  the  Senate 
cannot,  in  the  most  important  point  always  involved,  *' judge  of  the  elections"  of  its 
own  members;  that  it  cannot  judge  whether  or  not  they  were  chosen  by  the  legislatures 
of  the  States,  when  the  Constitution  expressly  requires  that  they  should  be  so  chosen. 
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In  this  connection,  the  miijority  of  the  committee  seem  to  place  much  stress  upon 
.luother  argument,  entirely  consequential  in  its  character,  which  is,  that  a  decisioD  by 
the  Senate  that  the  bo<ly  of  men  who  elected  Mr.  Robbina  was  not  the  legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  will  be  in  elfect  a  decision  that  all  the  laws  parsed  by  that  bcxiy,  acting 
as  the  legislature  of  that  vState,  and  all  its  other  acts  performed  in  that  capacity,  are 
null  and  void.  Inasmuch  as  the  State  has  now,  and  has  had  since  the  first  Wednesday 
in  May,  18:>3,  a  legislature  admitted  on  all  hands  to  ))e  constitutionally  chosen  and  or- 
ganized, it  would  appear  to  the  undersigned  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  give  an 
unnecessary  importance  to  this  consequence  of  such  a  decision  in  c-ase  the  eonse<iuence 
must  Ibllow;  because  the  evils  apprehended,  to  a  very  great  extent,  if  not  to  the  entire 
extent,  might  be  remedied  by  the  action  of  the  com])ctent  legi.slntDre  in  affirmance  of 
the  acts  to  be  afl'ected.  But,  however  this  may  be,  he  cannot  but  consider  it  a  plain 
proposition,  and  not  requiring  argument  to  support  it,  that  when  the  const ituti(»nal  or- 
gjinization  ol  a  body  of  men  claiming  to  be  the  legislature  of  a  State  is  the  question  in 
i.ssue,  the  act«4  of  that  body  whoso  constitutional  powei-s  are  disputed  are  not  to  be  ad- 
duced as  evidence  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  body  to  perlbrm  them.  When  the 
constitutionality  of  a  legislative  act  is  (iiiestioneil,  he  cannot  believe  that  the  act  itself 
is  to  be  relied  upon  as  evidence  ot  its  own  validity.  Kciually  clear  is  it  to  his  mind  that 
when  such  a  question  is  to  be  determined  the  consequences  of  pronouncing  the  act  in- 
valid are  not  cons.iderati<ms  which  should  legitimately  control  the  decision.  The  act  is 
either  constitutional  or  unconstitutional.  W  constitutional,  the  dispute  is  strttled;  if 
unccmstitutional,  no  consetiuences  to  follow  from  a  pronunciation  of  that  fact  can  make 
it  valid.  So  with  the  Inxly  claiming  to  Ikj  the  legislature  of  a  State.  If  the  It^islatnre 
of  the  State  according  to  the  provi^;ions  of  its  constitution,  the  controversy  is  at  an  end: 
if  not  the  legislature  of  the  State,  no  acts  of  theirs  in  their  assume<l  character,  and  n« 
consequences  to  follow  from  the  invalidity  of  those  acts,  can  give  them  the  powers  which 
they  had  not  when  the  acts  were  performed,  or  make  them,  what  they  were  iK>t,  the 
legislature  of  the  State.  But  if  consetiuences  can  bt^  legitimately  considered  in  the 
argument,  the  undersigniMl  feels  compelled  to  say  that  to  his  mind  a  decision  that  the 
State  of  Khoile  Island  has  no  fundamental  law  or  constitution  of  government  but  the 
will  of  its  legislature  will  be  a  consiHiuence  to  its  people  much  more  serious  than  any 
which  can  be  apprehended  from  pronouncing  void  the  acts  of  the  luMly  of  men  assuming 
to  be  the  legislature  of  the  State  from  May,  ls:i-2,  to  May,  IS'Xi. 

The  undersigneil  then  concludes  that  the  charter  of  Charles  II  grautetl   to  the  colony 
of  Rhode  Island  and  the  l*rovidence  Plantations  (now  the  State  of  Rhode  Island)  in  the 
year  1GG3,  and  submitted  to  and  adopted  by  the  i>eople  of  the  colony  in  the  year  lGij3 
and  1(J64,  is  now  to  be  considered  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Stiite  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
bindihg  upon  its  legislature  as  a  constitution  of  government,  exwpt  so  far  as  the  provis- 
ions ot  that  charter  were  rendered  obsolete  by  the  American  Revolution;  tliat  that  charter 
does  fix,  and  specifically  limit,  the  official  terms  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor, 
and  senators  of  the  State  to  one  year;  that  the  legi.slature  of  the  State  have  not  the  power 
to  extend  those  official  tenns  beyond  that  limit;  and  that  the  Senate,  upon  a  question 
as  to  the  election  of  a  Senator,  has  the  right  to  inquire  whether  he  was  chosc*n  by  the 
legislature  of  his  State,  and,(ron.sequently,  whether  any  iKxly  of  men  assuming  to  choose 
a  Senator  were  authorized,  as  members  of  the  legislature  of  their  State,  to  make  the 
choict;  under  the  i>rovisions  of  the  constitution  of  Mich  State- 
It  being  conceded  that  the  official  terms  of  one  year  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, ami  senators  of  Rhode  Island  had  expired  in  Maj',  18.*W,  and  that  they  continued 
from  that  period  until  May,  18^53,  to  act  in  those  offices,  respe(»tively,  without  any  new 
election  by  the  people,  the  undersigned  is  compelled  lo  conclude  that  they  acted  during 
that  period  without  constitutional  authority,  and  that  they  wen^  not,  after  May,  1832, 
members  of  the  legislature  of  that  State,  and  were  not,  therefore,  in  January,  1833. 
when  they  did  so  act,  cmpowere<l  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  senator  to  represent  that 
State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.     And  inasmuch  as  the  Constitution  requires 
either  a  governor,  or  lieutenant-governor,  and  at  least  six  senators  to  constitute,  with 
the  house  of  representatives,  a  legislature;  and  as  there  were  no  such  officers  in  consti- 
tutional existence  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  January,  1833,  when  Mr.  Kobbins 
purports  to  have  l)een  chosen  a  Senator,  he  is  brought  to  the  further  conclusion  that  that 
choice  was  not  made  by  the  legislature  of  the  State. 

1  las,  then ,  M  r.  Potter  been  validly  elcK;ted  a  Senator  from  that  State  ?  That  the  body  by 
which  he  was  chosen  was  the  legislature  of  the  State  has  not  been  questioned;  but  in 
spe^iking  uf)on  that  point  the  majority  of  the  committee  express  the  opinion  that  that 
legislature  had  no  **  authority  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  another  Senator  until  theseat 
of  the  Senator-elect  had  been  vacated  by  a  solemn  decision  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States."  If, speaking  legally  and  constitutionally,  there  was  a  Senator-elect,  then  this 
opinion  is  un(|uestiona1)ly  houud,  as  it  will  not  l)e  contended  that  any  legislature  of  a 
State  has  the  power  to  vaciite  a  scat  in  the  Senate.     To  Ik:  moro  explicit  and  intelligi- 
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ble,  if  Mr.  Bobbins's  election  was  voidable  only,  and  not  imdf  a  subsequent  legislature 
could  not  act  until  the  vacancy  was  produced  by  the  decision  of  the  Senate.  But  if,  as 
the  undersigned  has  expressed  hisopinion,  the  election  of  Mr.  Bobbins  was  not  made  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State,  then  it  was  not  voidabley  but  absolutely  void;  it  was  not  an 
election  witliin  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  vacancy 
existed  from  the  expiration  of  his  former  term  in  March,  1833.  If  the  Senate  shall  come 
to  this  conclusion,  then  the  undosigued  is  not  aware  of  any  ground  upon  which  it  can 
be  contended  that  any  constitutionally  organized  legislature  of  the  State  had  not  the 
power  to  fill  that  vacancy,  or  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Potter  made  by  such  a  legislature 
in  Oetober,  18^,  is  not  valid. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SILAS  WBIGHT.  Jr. 

[The  doooments  annexed  to  the  minority  report  are  here  omitted.] 
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[Twenty-eighth  Congress— First  session.] 

JOHN  M.  NILE8, 

Senator  from  Connecticut  from  December  21, 1835,  till  March  3, 1839,  aiM? 

from  May  16, 1844,  till  March  ;^,  1849. 

Mr.  NileH  was  elected  tu  the  Senate  for  the  term  bei^mniikK  March  4,  1843.  Hia  credentials  wa« 
not  presented  until  April  30, 1814,  when  the  Senate  resolved  that  they  be  referred  **  to  a  select  ctm- 
Djittee.conHistinK  of  live  members,  who  nhall  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  election,  return,  aiid 
(lualiilcationof  the  said  John  M.  NileH,and  into  his  capacity  at  this  time  to  take  the  oath  preeerilwd 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  Some  raemberRof  the  Senate  doubted  the  constiiutioiul 
power  of  the  Senate  to  make  such  an  inquiry.  May  16, 184 1.  the  comuiitteo  reported  that  he  Iiad 
been  duly  elected,  and  tliat  they  ''  arc  satisfied  that  Mr.  Niies  is  at  this  time  laboring  under  mental 
and  pliysicul  debility, but  is  not  of  '  unsound  mind'  in  the  technical  sense  of  that  phrase;  thattlie 
faculties  of  his  mind  aro  subject  to  the  control  of  his  will,  and  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  why  br 
be  not  qualilled  and  i>crmitted  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate.'*  They  reported  the  foi- 
lowinic  resolution :  "  Resolved^  That  the  Hon.  John  M.  Niles  he  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  a  Sen- 
ator in  the  ConifrcsH  of  the  United  States, and  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate."  The 
resolution  was  adopted. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  g^iven  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceeding's  of  the  Senate  rdat- 
\x\\s  to  it  from  Senate  Journals^  Ist  sess.  28th  ConK.,and  the  report  of  the  committee  copied  fkom 
the  original  on  (lie  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

The  debates  arc  found  on  pages  564, 5C5, 602, 603  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  Int  seas.  28th  Cong., 
vol.  13,  part  1. 

•  Tuesday,  AprU  30,  1844. 

Mr.  Fairfield  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  John  M.  Niles,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Conneitticut  for  the  term  of  six  years  oommenc- . 
ing  the  4th  day  of  March,  1843;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Jamagin  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was oonsidered  by  auaDimOns 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

'  ^Remlvedy  That  the  credentials  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  election  of  John  M.  Niles 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Ck>nnecticat  be  referred  to  % 
select  committee,  consisting  of  five  members,  who  shall  be  instructed  to  inqaiie  into 
the  election,  return,  and  qualification  of  the  said  John  M.  Niles,  and  into  bis  capacity 
at  this  time  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jamagin, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  be  appointed  by  the  President  j?ro  tempore; 

And  Mr.  Jamagin,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Berrien,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  McDoffie  wen 
appointed. 

Thursday,  May  16,  1844. 

Mr.  Jamagin,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  John 
M.  Niles  were  referred,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

*^  Resolved  J  That  the  Hon.  John  M.  Niles  be  i)ermitted  to  take  the  oath  of  a  Senator 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate.'* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution;  and  having  agreed  thereto. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  the  Hon.  John  M.  Niles,  and  be  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

bepobt  of  committee. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  May  16, 1844. 

Mr.  Jamagin  made  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  John  M.  Xiles, 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  election,  return,  and  qualifications  of  the  said  John  M.  Niles,  and  into 
his  ^iipacity  at  this  time  to  take  the  oath  prescril)cd  by  the  Constitution,  have  perfomie<l 
I  lie  duty  M'-'signed  and  present  the  following  report: 

In  the  iiionth  of  May,  1842,  the  Hon.  John  M.  Niles  was  duly  elected  a  Senator  from 
the  StiUc  of  Connecticut  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stites  for  the  term  of  six  years 
(roni  the  1th  of  March,  1«  IIJ.  The  committee  are  satisfied  his  election,  return,  and  qnali- 
lici«iion<  aro  Icjral  and  sufficient,  and  that  it  remains  to  inquire  into  his  capacity  lU  this 
time  to  take  tlio  oatli  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  In  pmsecuting  this  inquiry  the 
commilter  addrcss<»d  a  note  to  Mr.  Niles  requesting  an  interview  wit!i  hiai,  >vhicU  was 
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promptly  given.  Between  him  and  the  committee  there  have  heen  fall,  free,  and  frank 
conversations.  Mr.  Niles  gave  so  satisfactory  an  account  of  his  afflictions  and  present 
condition  as  to  render  a  resort  to  other  evidence  unnecessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  has  long  been  laboring  under  severe  bodily  afflictions,  which,  as  was  natural, 
impaired  the  energies  of  his  mind  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  deemed  proper  to  remove 
him  to  a  retreat  at  Utica,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  of  which  he  remained  an  inmate  till 
about  the  Ist  of  April,  1844.  His  visitations  were  greatly  alleviated,  but  he  felt  he  had 
not  physical  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  Senator  for  some  time  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  and  a  strong  aversion  to  being  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  a  full  representation  of  his  State  in  the  Senate,  but  his  inclinations  were 
yielded  to  what  was  thought  the  better  judgment  of  his  friends,  in  obedience  to  which 
he  repaired  to  Washington  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate  about  the  1st  of  April  last,  but 
felt  unable  to  do  so  till  the  30th  of  that  month,  when  he  presented  himself  to  be  quali- 
fied as  Senator.  As  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  the  course  purs.ued,  Mr.  Niles  presented 
to  the  committee  the  following  letter  of  Dr.  A.  Bingham: 

*' Asylum,  Utica,  April  2Ay  1844. 
*'Hon.  John  M.  Niles: 

' '  My  Dear  Sib:  Your  letter  has  been  received  and  read  with  much  satistactiou.  I  per- 
ceive you  are  improving,  and  that  it  required  but  a  little  more  time,  warm  weather,  and 
exertion  on  your  part,  with  some  urgency  of  friends,  to  restore  you  to  health.  Though 
you  have  been  greatly  afflicted  with  sickness,  I  trust  you  will  call  to  mind  that  you  have 
been  no  more  so  than  thousands  of  others  who  have  perfectly  recovered.  To  effect  your 
restoration  now,  my  dear  sir,  requires  that  you  engage  in  some  active  duties.  You  are 
in  the  condition  that  the  distinguished  Uobert  Hall  was  for  a  while,  and  to  whom  his 
friend  Sir  James  Mcintosh,  who  was  educated  a  physician,  gave  the  following  advice, 
the  ativice  that  I  give  to  you  now,  and  urge  you  to  follow  it:  'The  remedy,'  says  he, 
'  in  your  case  is  prescribed  by  the  plainest  maxifiis  of  duty — you  must  act.  Inactive  con- 
templation, or  lamentation,  is  a  dangerous  condition  for  minds  of  profound  moral  sensi- 
bility.' Let  me  therefore  urge  you  to  resume  your  seat  in  the  Senate  as  an  act  of  duty 
and  a  resource  against  disease.  Such  exercise  is  necessary  for  your  health,  and  by  it  you 
may  also  serve  others. 

**  Pjease  show  this  letter  to  your  brother,  and  perhaps  toother  friends,  to  whom  I  wish 
to  say  that  a  peculiarity  of  your  nature  Is,  even  when  well  (so  great  is  your  caution),  to 
re<iuire  a  little  urging.  I  hope,  therefore,  they  will  not  fail  to.discharge  theirduty  now 
in  urging  you  to  this  course.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  hear  you  are  daily  engaged  for  an 
hour  or  two  in  the  Senate  " 

The  commifteeare  satisfied  Mr.  Niles  is  at  this  time  laboring  under  mental  and  phys- 
ical debility,  but  is  not  of  "unsound  mind,"  in  the  technical  sense  of  that  phrase;  that 
the  faculties  of  his  mind  are  under  the  control  of  his  will;  and  they  see  no  sufficient  reason 
why  lie  be  not  (lualiiied  and  permitted  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and 
they  mast  cordially  unite  with  Dr.  Bingham  in  the  hope  that  such  a  course  will  be  the 
means  of  usefulness  and  a  resource  against  disease. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  M.  Niles  be  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  a  Senator  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate. 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1849.] 

JAMES  SHIELDS, 

Senator  from  Illinois  from  March  G,  1849,  till  March  16,  1849,  and  fr^m 

December  3, 1849,  till  March  3, 1855. 


Mr.  Shields,  an  alien  by  birth,  wiu  chHited  to  the  Senate  January  13, 1840,  for  the  term  of  iiz; 
from  the  3d  of  March  followinfc-  March  6  the  oath  wan  adminiHtered  to  blni,  an«l  hia  iiit>ilf  iiflili  ■»• 
forrcd  to  a  select  comuiittee.  The  coiniuittec  re|>ortcd  that  it  appeared  tliat  lie  wnu^  UAturaliaedw 
tlu'  2lHt  day  October.  1810,  and  reported  the  resolution  *'that  the  election  of  Jamea  flblekbtobeft 
Senator  of  the  United  Stutcs  wbh  void,  he  not  having:  b€^en  n  citizen  of  tho  United  Slates  the  tenaof 
yearn  re(iuire<l  lus  a  qualilication  t.  ■  i)c  a  Senator  of  the  Cnited  States.*'  The  reaulution  waaameoded 
by  addin;r  to  it  the  words  **at  thecommmctment  of  the  term  for  which  he  uku  elected^**  and  |Wffl  Bfaitk 
!•'>.     Mr.  Shields  was  afterward  elected  for  tho  same  term. 

The  liistorvof  the  case  here  ^iven  consists  of  n  trans^'Hpt  of  the  proceedinKS  of  tho  Senate  rrifti* 
in^  to  it  from  tlic  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  30th  ConK*.  1848-'4tf.  The  debates  on  the  case  are  foond  io 
the  Api>cndi.\  u>  the  CouKressional  Olobe,  2d  sess.  80th  Cons..vol.  20, 184»-*49, pases Sa6^aeU,ipedil 
references  to  which  arc  inserted  below. 

Fbiday,  March  2»  184a 

Mr.  DoagIu8  preHeutetl  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Shields,  choBen  a  Senator  bj 
the  general  itssembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  and  during  the  term  of  six  yean  fhn 
and  after  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1849;  which  were  read. 

Monday,  March  5, 1849. 

The  Hon.  Jumes  Shields,  whose  credentials  were  read  the  2d  of  March,  appearing  fv 
the  purpose  of  being  quulitied, 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read: 

^'EfHohrd,  That  the  certiticate  of  election  of  the  Hon.  James  Shields  to  a  seat  in  this 
body  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instmctions  to  inquire  into 
the  eligibility  of  the  said  James  Shields  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  m  • 
member  thereof. ' ' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  by  unanimous  consent. 

Ordered.,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

,  TUBBDAY,  Jfordk  6, 184a 

On  motiou  by  Mr.  Douglas,  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  Mr. 
Shields. 

[On  Mr.  Douglas's  motion  a  debate  ensued  on  the  question  whether  Mr.  Shields^s  cre- 
dent ials  were  such  prima  fncir  evidence  of  the  necessary  qualifications  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  an  entitled  him  to  be  at  once  sworn,  or  whether  they  should  be  first  refiarred  to  a 
connnittee;  which  debate  w  found  on  pages  327-.')29  of  the  Congressional  Globe  xeAncd 
to  in  the  hwid-note.] 

The  Senate  proQe^e<l  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Walker 
in  relation  to  tho  cre<lentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Shields;  and,  having  been  amended,  it 
was  agriH'd  to,  as  follows: 

'  *  Remlctd,  That  the  certificate  of  the  election  of  the  Hon.  James  Shields  to  a  seat  in 
this  body  bo  referre<l  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  five  members,  with  instraetiaai 
to  in(|uire  into  the  eligibility  of  the  said  James  Shields  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  as  a  menil)er  thereof" 

[On  this  amended  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Butler,  some  remarks  were  made  on  the 
question  whether  the  case  should  more  properly  go  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jndiciaiy 
or  to  a  .street  committee,  which  remarks  are  found  on  page  330  of  the  CongresBioiial  Globe 
before  referred  to.] 

Wednesday,  Match  7, 1849. 

Remlved,  That  the  standing  and  select  committees  for  the  present  special  sessioii  of  the 
Senate  be  constituted  and  appointed  as  follows,  viz: 

Select  committee  on  the  eligibility  of  the  Hon.  James  Shields  as  aSenator— Mr.  Ben* 
ton.  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Mason,  and  Mr.  Pearce. 
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Thuksday,  March  8, 1849. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimoos 
conseut,  and  agreed  to: 

"  Kisulval,  'lliat  the  select  committee  to  inquire  into  theeligibility  of  the  Hon.  James 
Shields  to  a  seat  in  the  Heuale  of  the  United  States  as  a  member  thereof  be  authorized  to 
Bend  Ibi  persons  and  papeiii,  and  to  call  to  their  aid  a  person  authorized  to  administer 
oaths,  and  to  take  the  testimony  of  such  persons  as  the  committee  may  deem  proper,  and 
to  procure  tiie  proper  authentication  of  any  papers  or  records  which  the  committee  may 
ufauy  tune  have  before  it  relating  to  the  subject-matter  under  its  consideration.'' 

Mr.  Walker  presented  a  copy  ol  the  record  of  naturalization  in  the  case  of  the  Hon. 
James  {Shields;  which  wasTelerred  to  the  said  select  committee. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday,  March  13,  1849. 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  certificate  of  election  of  the  Hon.  James 
Shields  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  of  the  said 
James  Shields  to  such  seat,  report — 

That  having  given  due  notice  to  the  said  James  Shields,  he  appeared  before  them,  and 
they  took  the  subject  into  consideration. 

Ihey  lurther  report  that  the  said  certilicatttof  election  declares  that  the  said  James 
.Shields  was  chosen  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois on  ihe  loih  day  of  January  last:  that  it  further  appears,  and  is  admitted  by  the  said 
James  Shields,  that  he  is  an  alien  by  birth,  and  the  only  proof  belbre  the  committee  of 
the  naturalization  ol  the  said  James  Shields  in  the  United  States  is  contained  in  the  copy 
i>r  a  certilieate  of  naturalization  in  the  circuit  court  of  Effingham  County,  in  the  said 
Stale  of  iliinois,  which  is  annexed  to  and  made  part  of  this  report;  by  which  certificate 
it  ai)pears  that  the  said  James  Shields  was  admitted  by  said  court  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  on  the  tJlst  day  of  October,  1840. 

The  committee  therefore  report  the  following  resolution: 

'"iicsolvid,  That  the  election  of  James  Shields  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  was 
void,  he  not  having  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  term  of  years  required  as  a 
(luaiificaiion  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States." 

Ex  parte  James  Shields. 

.This  day  personally  appeared  in  open  court  James  Shields,  and  made  and  filed  the 
loUowing  declaration: 

James  Shields,  being  duly  sworn  in  oj>en  court,  declares  on  oath  that  he  was  born  in 
the  county  of  Tyrone,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  about  the 
year  IHIO;  that  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  of  America  while  a  minor,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  the  United  States  three  years  next  preceding  his  arriving  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  has  continued  to  reside  therein  since  to  the  present  time;  he  is 
now  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  has  resided  upwards  of  five  years  within  the 
State  of  1  llinois  aforesaid,  one  of  the  United  States;  that  it  is  his  intention  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  I'uited  States.  an<i  to  renounce  forever  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  toany  ioreign 
prince,  potentate,  state,  or  sovereignty,  and  particularly  to  the  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  and  he  further  declares  that  for  three  yeare  next  preceding  the  present  appli- 
cation it  has  been  his  bona  fide  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  SHIELDS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  in  open  court,  this  21  st  day  of  October,  1840. 

WILLIAM  H.  BLAKELY, 

Clerk  of  mid  Court. 

This  day  personally  appeared  in  open  court  James  Shields,  a  free  white  person,  upwards 
of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  applied  to  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stiites,  and  who,  being  duly  svvoru,  declares  on  oath,  in  open  court,  that  he  will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  doth  absolutely  and  entirely  renounce  and 
abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  every  foreign  prince,  potentate,  state, or  sovereignty 
whatsoever,  and  particularly  of  the  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  whereof  he 
was  born  a  subject;  and  the  court  being  satisfied  that  he  has  fully  complied  with  the  re- 
(juirements  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  naturalization,  and  that  he 
has  resided  within  the  United  States  upwards  of  five  years  and  within  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois upwards  of  one  year  next  preceding  this  application,  and  that  during  the  whole  of 
the  time  of  his  residence  in  the  United  States  he  has  behaved  as  a  man  of  good  moral 
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character,  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  uvu 
disposed  to  the  good  order  and  happiness  of  the  same,  it  is  therefore  codeied  and  ad- 
judged that  the  said  James  Shields  hie  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 

he  is  hereby  admitted  as  such. 

State  of  Illinois, 

Effinf/ham  Cmmty,  sa: 

I,  John  S.  Kelly,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  certify  Uiat  tk 
foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  record  of  naturalization  in  the  case  of  James  Shields,  ca- 
tered, as  appears  upon  the  record,  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1840. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal  (there  being  no  official  seal  yet  provided  far 
said  court  at  Effington)  this  31st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1841. 

[seal]  JOHN  S.   KELLY,  Clfrt 

[Mr.  Mason,  when  he  presented  the  report,  made  a  statement  that  a  commanicatioB  ii 
writing  to  the  committee  from  General  Shields  had,  owing  to  some  inadvertence,  nerer 
reached  them,  hut  that  he  had  since  seen  it,  and  that  it  might  be  seen  by  Senaton; 
which  statement  is  found  on  page  332  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.] 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolntion  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Foote  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  until 
the  lirst  Monday  in  December  next.* 

[The  debates  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  and  on  Mr.  Foote's  motion  aie  found  oe 
pages  333-336  of  the  Congressional  Globe.] 

After  debate, 

Orderedy  That  the  iurther  consideration  of  the  resolntion  be  postponed  mitil  to- 
morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  14, 1849. 

The  Senate  having  before  it  the  motion  made  yesterday,  to  postpone  nntil  the  finl 
Monday  in  December  next  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  election  of  James  Shields,  a 
debate  ensued,  after  which  Mr.  Foote  withdrew  the  motion.f 

[The  debate  on  this  motion  is  found  on  pages  337,  338  of  the  Congressional  Globe.] 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  select  con- 
mittee  in  relation  to  the  election  of  James  Shields;  and. 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cass  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  15,  nays  34. 

Un  motion  by  Mr.  Cass,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senaton 
presi-nt, 

Tliose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bradbury,  Cass,  Dickinson,  Douglas 
Downs,  Fitzpatrick,  Foote,  liale,  Hamlin,  Jones,  Kusk,  Sool^,  Sturgeon,  Tnmey,  and 
Yuiee. 

Tiiose  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien, 
r»orian(I,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Chase,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mossachnsetts,  Divit 
ol'  Mississippi,  Dawson,  Felch, Greene.  Hunter,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Morton,  Nunis 
IVarce,  Phelixs,  Seward,  Smith,  Spruance,  Underwootl,  Upham,  Wales,  \Valker,  Webster. 
and  Whitcomb. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Calhoun  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  ''at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected," 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  24,  nays  23. 

[The  debates  on  the  last  two  motions  are  found  on  pages  338-342  of  the  Congressional 
(jlobe.  They  in(rlude  a  discussion  of  the  question  whether  the  election  of  General  Shieldi 
was  void  or  voidable^  and  whether,  in  case  the  resolution  as  amended  should  pass  the 
Senate,  the  governor  of  Illinois  would  have  power  to  till  the  vacancy  by  appointment] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Douglas,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-tifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Thasc  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Atchison,  Bell,  Borland,  Bradboiy, 
Butler,  Cass,  Chase,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzpatrick,  Foote,  Uale,  Hunter,  Joneis 
Mason.  Norris,  Husk,  Seward,  Soul6,  Sturgeon,  Tumey,  Underwood,  and  Yaliee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  arc  Messrs.  Badger,  Berrien,  Bright,  Calhoun,  Clarke, 
Cooper,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dawson,  Dickinson,  Greene, 
Mangum,  Miller.  Morton,  Pearce,  Smith,  Spruance,  Upham,  Wales,  Walker,  Webster, 
and  Whitcomb. 


*This  motion  m  taken  from  the  Congressional  Olobe.    It  does  not  appear  in  the  JoamaL 
fTbis  proceeding  is  taken  (Vom  the  Ck>ngressional  Qlobe.    It  does  not  appear  In  the  Jouinal. 
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The  iJoti.  .Tames  Shields  having  handed  to  the  Vice-President  a  letter  tendering  his 
resignation, 

Mr.  Hale  called  for  the  reading  of  the  letter,  and,  no  objection  being  made,  the  letter 
was  read. 

Mr.  Hale  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

^'llemlved^  That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  inform  the  executive  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  that  the  Hon.  James  Shields  has  this  day  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Berrien, 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Thubsday,  March  15,  1849. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tomey  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Hale  the  14th  instant,  requesting  the  Vice-President  to  inform 
the  executive  of  the  State  of  Illinois  that  James  "Shields  has  this  day  resigned  his  scivt 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

After  debate  [a  debate  on  the  question  whether  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Hale  or 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  should  be  first  considered  is  found  on  pages 
342-340  of  the  Congressional  Globe], 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  that  the  motion  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  33,  nays  14.* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Douglas,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
tors  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Ber- 
rien, Borland,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clark,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Davis  o^'Massachuseits, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dawson,  Dickinson,  Greene,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  Man>i:um,  Muson, 
Miller,  Phelps,  Seward,  Sniith,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Upham,  Wales,  Walker,  Webster, 
Whitcomb,  and  Yulee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cass,  Chase,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Fitzpatrick,  Foot,  Hale,  Jones,  Norris,  Rusk,  Soul^,  Tumey,  and  Underwood. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  select  committee  in  relation  to  the  election  of  James  Shields,  and. 

Alter  debate  [the  debate  is  found  on  pages  346, 347  of  the  Globe], 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  32. t 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Turney,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Cass,  Chase,  Davis  of  Missis.<«ippi, 
Douglas,  Downs,  Fitzpatrick,  Foote,  Hale,  Jones,  Norris,  Kusk,  Soul6,  Sturgeon,  Turney, 
Underwood,  and  Yulee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Bradbury,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoim,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachu.seits, 
Dawson,  Dickinson,  Felch,  Greene,  Hamlin.  Hunter,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Morton, 
Phelps,  Seward,  Smith,  Spruance,  Upham,  Wales,  Walker,  Webster,  and  Whitcomb. 

[A  further  debate  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  is 
found  on  pages  347-351  of  the  Globe.  ] 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun  the  14th  in- 
stant, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Underwood  further  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking  out  the 
words  ''  was  void,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  ^'  does  notentitle  him  to 
a  seat  as  such  in  this  Ijody,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Underwood,  the  yeas  and  nays  bemg  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Atchison,  Bradbury,  Chase,  Davis  of 
Missist-ippi,  Dougla^^,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzpatrick,  Foote,  Jones,  Norris,  Rusk,  Soul6, 
Sturgeon,  Underwood,  and  Yulee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dawson,  Dick- 
inson, Greene,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Morton,  Phelps,  Seward, 
Smith,  Spruance,  Upham,  Wales,  and  Webster. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Douglas  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 

resolved,"  and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 
That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  notify  the  executive  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
that  the  Hon  James  Shields  lias  resigned  his  seat  in  this  body," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative-   yeas  12,  nays  32. 

*  The  Congreasional  Globe  gives  this  vote  yeas  20,  nays  15. 
t  The  Congressional  Qlobe  gives  this  vote  yeas  18,  nays  82. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Donnlas.  the  y»»tv5  and  nay?  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sem 
tors  present. 

Thoee  w]io  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Cass.  Chase,  Dong^la^,  Howns.  Fitzpa* 
rick.  Footo.  Jones,  Hnsk,  ^k>aIc^  Stnrgeon,  Underwood,  and  Yalec. 

Those  who  vote<l  in  the  negative  are  Meaers.  Atehlson,  Badger.  Baldwin,  Bell,  lieriiei 
Borland,  Bradbnry,  Bnght,  Bntler.  Calhonn,  Clarke.  Cooper.  C/orwin.  Lhivi;*  of  Maj« 
chnsett^,  Ihivis  of  MLssiasippi.  Dawson.  Dickiason.  Greene,  ffamlin.  Hunter.  Mai 
Mason.  Miller.  Morton.  Phelps.  :?ewanl.  Smith,  Spmance,  l*pli:ini.  Wales.  Walkei.  uu 
Webeiter. 

No  further  amendment  being  proposed,  the  resolution  w;ts  then  agree<l  to.  as  follows: 

'^RcMilc^d,  Tliat  the  election  of  .lames  Shields  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  w, 
void,  he  not  having  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  term  of  years  rec|nired  as 
qnalification  to  l)e  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  at  the  comiuenceinent  of  the  term  f 
which  he  was  elected." 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Webster, 

Ordcrtd,  That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  governor  oftheSta 
of  Illinois  a  copy  of  the  said  resolution.  Attested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
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[Thirty Hsecond  Congress — ^Firet  session.] 

YULEE  vs.  MALLOEY, 
of  Florida. 

January  13, 1851,  the  general  assembly  of  Florida  met  in  convention  to  elect  aSenator  for  the  term 
beginning  March  4, 1851.  A  viva  voce  vote  lieing  talcen  uuratiant  to  the  requirements  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State.  29  members  responded  David  1^.  Yulee  and  29  responded  blank,  whereupon  the 
.  presiding  officer  declared  that  there  had  been  no  election.  January  15  they  again  mot  in  con- 
vention, when  31  members  responded  R.  S.  Mallory  and  27  voted  for  Mr.  Yulee  and  others,  where- 
ui>on  the  presiding  officer  declared  Mr.  Mallory  to  be  duly  elected.  Neither  party  appeared  to  take 
the  seat  during  the  special  session  of  the  Senate  in  March,  1851.  March  8  a  letter  from  Mr.  Yulee  was 
read  stating  that  he  should  contest  the  seat  of  Mr.  Mallory,  declared  to  be  elected.  December  1, 
1851,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Mallorj' were  presented  and  he  took  the  oath.  On  th<»  same  day  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Yulee  with  accompanying  documeu.t.s  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five.  August 
21,  1852,  the  committee  reiwrted  that  there  was  in  force  in  that  State,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  the 
following  resolution:  '' Resolved,  Th&i  a  majority  of  all  the  mcnibcrs-elect  composing  the  two  houses 
of  the  general  assembly  shall  be  necessary  to  determine  all  elections  devolving  upon  that  body  "  ; 
that  this  resolution  was  joint  in  fact,  though  not  in  form,  and  was  sufficient,  though  without  the 
forms  of  law  usual  in  legislation,  to  regulate  the ''manner  of  holding  elections";  that  the  whole 
number  of  members-elect  tci  this  general  assembly  was  59,  and  that  Mr.  Yulee  receiving  but  29  votes 
on  the  first  ballot,  did  not  obtain  a  sufficient  number  to  elect  him ;  that  they  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution  :  ^'Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Mallory  was  duly  elected 
a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  3d  day  of  March,  lb5i."  Tlie  resolution  passed 
the  Senate  August  27,  without  a  dissenting  vote. 

Mr.  Yulee's  claim  to  the  seat  was  on  the  ground  that  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Florida 
given  above  was  not  such  legislation  as  is  retiuisite  in  order  to  change  the  law  of  a  State,  and  that 
the  law  in  Florida  had  always  been  that  the  majority  ofaquroum  of  the  membefs  comjiosing  the 
legislature  could  elect,  and  was  at  that  time  the  law;  that  the  votes  of  the  29  voting  blank  should  not 
be  counted  at  all,  and  that  he  being  the  only  (|ualified  person  voti  d  for,  and  receiving  29  votes,  had 
a  majority  of  the  legal  votes,  and  more  than  a  majority  of  a  quorum,  which  majority  was  16. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consints  of  the  report  of  the  committee  from  Senate  Reports,  Ist 
8eB8.32dCong.,  vol.  2,1851-52,  lleport  No.  349;  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating  to 
the  case  on  August  27. 1852  (being  the  day  on  which  (he  case  was  discussed  in  the  Senate),  from  the 
Senate  Journal,  1st  sess.  32d  Cong.,  1851-'52 ;  and  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relutin'; 
to  the  payment  of  mileage  and  per  diem  to  Mr.  Y'ulee  from  Senate  Journals,  1st  and  2d  se$s.  32d 
Cong. 

The  debates  in  the  case  are  found  on  pages  1170-1176  of  the  Api)endi'x  to  Congressional  Globe,  vol. 
25,  Ist  sess.  32d  Cong,,  1851-'52.  A  reference  to  the  debates  on  tlie  question  of  payment  to  Mr.  Yulee 
is  inserted  below.  The  documents  accompanying  the  case  which  were  printed  are  found  in  Senate 
Miscellaneous.  1st  sess.  32d  Cong.,  lS5l-'5'2.  Nos.  109  and  110. 

The  minor  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  case  previous  to  the  day  of  its  discussion  in 
the  Senate  have  l)een  omitted  in  making  up  the  history  of  this  case. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

Committee  appointed  December  2,  1851. — Messrs.  Berrien*,  Bright,  Davis,  Mason, 
and  Pearce. 

In  THE  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
August  21, 1852.—Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bright  made  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Hon.  David  L.  Ynlee, 
claiming  the  seat  in  t^e  Senate  held  by  the  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  from  the  State  of 
Florida,  together  with  sundry  documents  therewith,  report: 

That  they  have  examined  the  law  and  the  facts  connected  with  this  case,  they  have 
heard  the  contestant  by  able  counsel,  and  the  sitting  member  in  person,  and  after  giving 
to  each  that.consideration  which  the  importance  of  the  questions  embraced  merits,  find 
that  on  the  13th  day  of  January,  1851,  the  general  assembly  of  Florida  met  in  convention 
of  the  two  houses  to  choose  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  to  supply  a  vacancy  which 
would  occur  before  another  constitutioual  session. 

The  president  of  the  senate  presided,  and  upon  a  call  of  the  roll  a  poll  viva  voce  was 
taken  of  the  members  pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and 
29  responded  David  L.  Yulee  and  29  blank,  whereupon  the  presiding  officer  declare<l 
that  no  choice  had  been  made;  they  then  proceeded  to  a  second  and  third  vote,  with 
substantially  the  same  result.  On  the  15th  of  January  they  again  met  in  convention 
lor  the  same  purpose,  and  upon  a  call  of  the  roll  31  members  responded  K.  S.  Mallory, 
and  27  votes  for  Mr.  Yulee  and  others;  whereupon  the  president  declared  Mr.  Mallory 
to  be  duly  elected. 

*  Fobniary  3, 1862,  Mr.  Berrien  rasigned  and  Mr.  Badger  was  appointed  in  his  place  February  8. 
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Neither  the  record  nor  auy  other  evidence  in  the  ciise  showR  that  objection  waft  made 
to  any  of  those  proceedingn,  or  that  their  legality  was  questioned  in  or  out  of  the  con- 
vention at  the  time. 

The  certificate  of  election  was  granted  to  Mr.  MaDory,  and  he  having  been  qnalified. 
now  holds  the  seat. 

Mr.  Yulee  contests  his  right  to  the  seat  on  the  ground  that  he  wsa  himself  elected  it 
the  first  vote,  because  there  was  a  quorum  of  each  house  present  as  appears  by  the  joar- 
nala,  and  he,  being  the  only  qualified  person  voted  for,  had  a  mtgority  of  the  legal  yote& 
Those  who  responded  "blank,"  he  contends,  voted  for  no  qualified  person,  and  waived 
their  electoral  rights  as  efiectually  as  if  they  had  been  silent. 

Mr.  Mai  lory  opposes  to  this  inference  a  resolution  of  the  two  houses  adopted  in  1645. 
by  concurrent  vote,  which  has  never  been  rescinded,  and  is  in  the  following  words: 

^^Eesolvcdy  That  a  majority  of  all  the  members-elect  composing  the  two  houses  of  gen- 
eral assembly  shall  be  necessary  to  determine  all  elections  devolving  upon  that  body." 

The  whole  number  of  members-elect  was  59,  and  Mr.  Yulee,  not  having  a  majority  of 
that  number,  was  not  elected.  From  the  facts  disclosed  it  is  quite  apparent  that  the 
convention  took  this  view  of  the  matter. 

In  deciding  the  questions  which  are  raised  out  of  the  facts,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  must,  to  the  extent  of  its  provisions^  prevail  over  all  other  authority.  That 
instrument  gives  to  each  State  the  right  to  elect  two  Senators.  Article  I,  section  4,  is  in 
these  words:  *'The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives shall  be  prescril)ed  in  each  State  by  the  legislature  thereof. '' 

The  words  of  the  third  section  in  the  same  article  are:  ^'The  Senate  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  Irom  each  State,  chosen  by  Die  leigislatare 
thereof,  for  six  years. ' ' 

The  first  question,  then,  which  arises  is.  What  constitutes  the  legislature  of  Florida? 
For  that,  and  that  only,  has  the  right  to  make  the  choice.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  Article  I,  section  1,  says:  "All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Kepresentatives.*'  The  constitution  of  Florida  declares  that  **  the  legislative  power  of 
the  State  shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct  branches,  the  one  to  be  styled  the  senate,  the 
other  the  house  of  representatives,  both  together  the  general  assembly."  These  an- 
thorities  leave  no  doubt  that  the  two  houses  constitute  the  legislature  of  Florida,  which 
holds  the  unqualified  rigJit  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  elect  the  Sen- 
ators for  the  State 

Has  this  hotly  executixl  the  trust  confided  to  it  in  such  a  mannerastosatisfy  the  terms 
of  the  Ccmstitution?  The  time,  the  place,  and  the  manner  of  holding  the  election  are 
all  to  be  prescribed  by  it.  To  the  time  and  place  no  objection  is  made,  but  the  validity 
of  the  manner  is  questione<l. 

No  mode  ol  election  is  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  but  this  duty  is  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  several  legislatures  of  the  States.  In  carrying  out  the  power  some  elect 
by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches,  the  one  having  a  negative  upon  the  action  of 
the  other;  others  elect  in  a  convention  of  the  two  houses,  in  which  case  (as  far  as  your 
committee  are  advised)  a  majority  prevails. 

If  numbers  be  regarded  as  a  material  element  in  such  elections,  it  is  manifest  that  in 
the  same  body  of  men  different  results  mny  be  produced  according  as  one  mode  or  the 
other  is  pursued.  There  may  be  in  convention  a  miyority  in  favor  of  a  candidate,  mak- 
ing his  success  by  this  mode  certain,  while  with  the  same  number  in  his  iavor  he  might 
be  defeated  in  one  of  the  houses  if  a  concurrent  vote  is  required;  and  such  cases  have 
occurred. 

Again,  it  may  l)e  obser\'ed  that  the  power  given  to  the  legislature  to  regulate  the  time, 
place,  and  manner  applies  as  well  to  Kepresentatives  as  to  Senators;  and  here  again  are 
other  diversities  in  the  manner  of  exercising  it.  Some  States  elect  by  a  plurality  of 
votes,  others  by  a  majority,  and  others  have  required  at  the  first  trial  a  majority  and  a 
plurality  afteiward.  Some  agidn  (until  Congress  made  a  law  upon  the  subject)  elected 
by  general  ticket ;  others,  either  by  single  districts  or  districts  entitled  to  more  than  one, 
according  to  convenience.  None  of  those  modes  of  electing  Senators  or  Representatives 
has  been  held  unconstitutional,  but  members  have  uniformly  been  admitted  to  their 
:;eats  whether  elected  in  one  or  other  of  these  modes. 

These  practices  have  at  all  times  existed,  and  have  uniformly  been  recognized  as  consti- 
tutional, proving  clearly  that  the  discretion  reposed  in  the  legislatures  of  theStates  may 
be  exercised  in  a  <liversity  of  ways  and  j'et  be  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution. 

The  legislature  of  Florida  adopted  a  course  difierent  from  any  of  these  by  requiring 
a  msgority  of  all  the  members-elect  in  convention  to  jnake  choice  of  a  Senator.  This 
rule  is  as  unobjectionable  and  harmonizes  as  well  with  the  Constitution  as  the  modes 
pursued  elsewhere.     The  right  of  the  State  to  adopt  trvh  a  mle  his  not  been  directly 


YULEE    VS.    MALLOEY.  145 

questioned,  but  the  legality  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  executed  is  denied.  Tliis 
point  is  the  chief  ground  of  controversy  between  the  parties.  On  the  one  hand,  the 
validity  of  the  resolution  above  cited  is  denied ;  on  the  other,  it  is  alleged  that  if  the  reso- 
lution was  not  in  force  a  usage  equivalent  to  it  existed,  which  was  equally  obligutory 
upon  the  convention.     This  again  is  denied. 

\Ve  will  first  consider  the  character,  force,  and  effect  of  the  resolution. 

The  first  objection  to  it  is  that  it  contains  no  evidence  on  its  lace  that  it  is  a  joint 
act  of  the  two  houses.  This  is  true;  but  the  journals  place  this  matter  in  the  clearest 
light.  While  there  is  an  aj)parent  defect  in  form  there  was  none  in  fact.  It  was  pansed 
in  one  house,  sent  to  the  other,  and  there  agrred  to  by  a  concurrent  vote;  it  is  a  clear, 
unequivocal  expression  ol  the  will  of  each  house.  Ko  words  added  to  it  can  make  it  a 
stronger  or  more  complete  expression  of  that  will.  It  is  also  in  substance  joint,  since  it 
is  the  will  of%oth  houses  expressed  in  the  same  >\ord8.  Moreover  it  is  permanent, 
being  designed  as  a  rule  of  action  for  both,  by  the  united  will  of  both,  and  it  must  stand 
as  such  until  both  concur  in  repealing  or  rescinding  it. 

Tl.e  next  objection  is  that  it  has  not  the  forms  of  law  usual  in  legislation,  because  it 
is  not  signed  by  the  c  llicers  of  each  house  or  approved  by  the  governor.  It  is  a  siifli- 
cieiit  reply  to  state  that  the  Constitution  does  not  require  the  legislature  to  regulate  the 
manner  of  election  bv  Imv :  it  may  be  by  resolution,  either  joint  or  several,  or  in  any 
other  method  which  commands  the  agreement  of  l>oth  houses  of  the  legislature.  The 
form  of  action  being  discretionary  and  the  substance  right,  the  objection  becomes  im- 
material. 

The  will  of  the  two  houses,  when  ascertained  by  vote  in  their  respective  chambers,  is 
for  this  purpose  a  snflieient  law,  because  they  alone  are  empowered  to  prescribe  the  man- 
ner of  choosing  in  such  mode  or  by  such  means  as  they  please.  On  this  point  a  State 
constitution  can  neither  control  nor  modify  that  of  the  United  States,  for  the  latter  is 
the  supreme  law. 

This  resolution  being  joint  in  fact,  though  not  in  the  usual  form,  was  a  standing  order 
of  the  two  houses,  in  force  until  they  by  concurrent  vote  should  rescind  or  modify  it. 
It  was  consequently  the  rule  prescribing  the  manner  of  election  to  the  two  houses  when 
they  met  in  convention  on  the  13th  of  January,  1851,  and  they  were  bound  to  proceed 
according  to  its  requirements. 

This  being  the  view  which  the  committee  take  of  the  case,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
pursuing  the  subject  further,  since  Mr.  Yulee  did  not  obtain  votes  sufficient  to  elect  him. 
It  may  not,  however,  be  out  of  place  to  ol>serve  that  the  facts  disclosed  render  it  evi- 
dent that  the  two  houses  entered  the  convention  with  the  full  belief  that  no  number 
short  of  a  mi^jority  of  all  the  members-elect  could  make  a  choice  of  a  Senator,  and  con- 
ducted their  proceedings  under  the  conviction  that  they  were  bound  to  adhere  to  the 
established  practice.  There  is  also  reason  for  believing  that  the  menibers  of  the  con- 
vention assembled  and  acted  under  the  conviction  that  blank  votes  would  be  counted, 
inasmuch  as  the  two  houses  on  a  Ibrmer  occasion  and  in  another  election  had  so  decided. 
If  blank  votes  are  beyond  doubt  a  nullity;  if  the  resolution  is  to  be  regarded  of  no  effect, 
and  we  are  brought  to  the  question,  under  these  circumstances,  whether  Mr.  Yulee  is  duly 
elected,  it  seems  to  us  difficult  to  maintain  the  affirmative  of  that  proposition  upon  the 
facts  before  us.  If  the  members  were  misled  on  both  of  these  material  points  by  as- 
suming that  their  previous  doings  afforded  safe  and  certain  rules  of  action,  then  they 
were  misguided  by  what  they  had  a  right  to  consider  as  ai»thority,  and  must  have  actwl 
under  a  misconception  of  right  which  stood,  as  they  supposed,  unquestioned.  If  this 
be  so  they  stand  substantially  in  the  condition  of  an  elector  who  votes  for  a  person  dis- 
qualified, believing  him  to  be  qualified.  The  vote  in  such  a  case,  though  unavailing,  is 
not  rejected  from  the  count. 

The  only  remedy  which  we  can  see  for  an  election  carried  on  through  misapprehension 
from  such  well-founded  causes  is  to  set  it  wholly  aside  and  open  the  way  to  a  new  choice; 
but  in  our  view  of  the  case  there  is  no  occasion  to  consider  what  ought  to  be  done  upon 
such  a  state  of  facts. 

The  committee  ought  perhaps  to  notice  one  other  fact  which  has  been  relied  upon. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  the  journals  show  a  case  in  which  a  person  who 
was  declared  not  to  be  elected  in  convention  because  he  had  not  the  number  of  votes 
required  was  afterward  declared  elected  by  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  two  houses. 
All  that  need  be  Siiid  of  this  transaction  is  that  it  passed  the  senate  throfigh  the  mis- 
apprehension of  one  of  its  members,  as  the  jounial  proves,  and  was  manifestly  a  viola- 
tion of  the  resolution.  It  is  equally  manifest  that  the  members  of  both  houses  did  not 
regard  it  as  aficcting  in  any  way  the  standing  order,  for  its  provisions  were  at  all  times 
subsequently  observed  as  obligatory  in  couvention.  No  argument  is  necessary  to  prove 
that  such  an  irregular  proceeding  could  have  no  effect  upon  the  order  either  to  modify 
or  rescind  it. 

With  these  views  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Malloiy  was  duly  elected  a  member  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  from  the  3d  day  of  March,  1851. 
S  E  0 10 
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[Extract  from  Senate  Journal,  Augfust  27, 1852.] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weller  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resoln- 
tion  reported  by  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Hon. 
David  L.  Ynlee,  claiming  the  seat  in  the  Senate  held  by  the  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Mallory, 
it  was  determined  in  the  aflGirniative — yeas  23,  nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weller,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present^ 

Those  who  voted  in  the  aflSrmative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Atchison,  Bayard,  Bradbnry, 
Bright,  Brooke,  Charlton,  Clemens,  Dawson,  Felch,  Gwin,  Hale,  Houston,  Uonter,  James, 
Jones  of  Iowa,  King,  Seward,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Wade,  Walker,  and  Weller. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Badger,  Bell,  Borland,  BiXKlhead,  Clarke, 
Davis,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fish,  Hamlin,  Mangnm, 
Miller,  Morton,  Pearce,  Rusk,  Smith,  Spruance,  Underwood,  and  Upham. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Morton  the  24tb 
August,  to  give  leave  to  the  Hon.  David  L.  Yulee  to  be  heard  in  person  at  the  bar  of  the 
Senate;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weller  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  17,  nays  29. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gwin,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradbury,  Clarke^ 
Clemens,  Downs,  Fish,  Gwin,  Houston,  James,  Jones  oflowa,  Norris,  Pearce,  Kusk,Spni- 
ance,  Stockton,  and  Weller. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Borland,  Brodhead, 
Brooke,  Butler,  Cass,  Charlton,  Dawson,  De  Saussure,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  I>odgeof  Iowa, 
Douglas,  Felch,  Geyer,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  King,  Mangum,  Mason,  Meriwether,  Miller, 
Morton,  Seward,  Shields,  Underwood,  Upham,  and  Wade. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pearce  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  **  for  two  horns,** 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Badger,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiith  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Atchison,  Bradbury,  Bright, 
Butler,  Cass,  Clarke,  Clemens,  Davis,  Dawson,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Downs^ 
Felch,  Fish,  Foote,  Hale,  Houston,  Hunter,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  King,  Meriwether, 
Miller,  Norris,  Pearce,  Pratt,  Smith,  Stockton.  Sumner,  and  Weller. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Badger,  Bayard,  Borland,  Brodbead, 
Brooke,  Charlton,  Chase,  Cooper,  De  Saussure,  Douglas,  Geyer,  Gwin,  Hamlin,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Morton,  Husk,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Upham,  and  Wade. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Morton  was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

^^Besolved,  That  the  Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee,  who  contests  the  seat  of  the  Hon.  S.  R.  Mal- 
lory,  have  leave  to  be  heard  in  person  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate  for  two  hours." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  select  committee,  as  fol- 
lows: 

''  Hi  solved.  That  the  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Mallory  was  duly  elected  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  from  the  3d  day  of  March,  1851," 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mangum  that  the  further  consideration  thei^of  be  {postponed 
to  the  flrst  Tuesday  al^er  the  second  Monday  in  December  nf»xt;  and  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  37. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators i)resent, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Badger,  Bayard,  Bell,  Borland,*  BdkI- 
head,  Cooper,  De  Saussure,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fi>h. 
Hamlin,  Mangum,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Morton,  and  Upham. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Atchison,  Bradbury,  Bright, 
Brooke,  liutler,  Cass,  Charlton,  Chase,  Clarke,  Clemens,  Davis,  Dawson,  Felch,  Fot>te, 
Geyer.  (Jwin,  Hale,  Houston,  Hunter,  James,  Jonesof  Iowa,  King,  Mason,  Korris,  Pratt, 
Kusk,  Seward,  Smith,  Spruance,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Toucey,  Underwooil,  Wade,  Walker. 
and  Weller. 

Mr.  Yule^  having  addressed  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Morton  was  excusid  from  voting  on  the  resolution. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  detennined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  41. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pratt,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  theaffirniativeare  Mc  ssrs.  Badger  Bayard,  Bell,  Bradbury,  Bright, 
Brooke,  Butler,  Ca.ss,  Charlton,  Clemens,  Cooper,  Davis,  Dawson,  De  Saussure^  Dodge  of 
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Wisconsin^  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Dowds,  Felch,  Fish,  Foote,  Geyer,  Gwin,  Houston,  Hunter, 
James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  King,  Mason,  Meriwether,  Miller,  Norris,  Pratt,  Rusk,  Seward, 
Smith,  Soule,  Spruance,  Sumner,  Toucey,  Underwood,  and  Weller. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MB.   YULEB. 

Monday,  August  30,  1852, 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read: 
*'Besolv€dy  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to  the  Hon. 
David  L.  Yulee  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  of  a 
Senator  from  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  to  the  27th  instant,  the  day  on 
which  the  Senate  decided  that  the  Hon.  Stephen  R.  Mallory,  whose  seat  in  the  Senate 
was  claimed  by  him,  was  duly  elected  a  memb^  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Florida.  *  * 

Tuesday,  August  Zl^.lSb'Z. 

The  Senate  ptoceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Morton  the  30th 
instant,  directing  a  payment  to  the  Hon.  David  L.  Yulee  from  the  contingent  fund; 
and, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton, 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

[Some  remarks  against  the  passage  of  this  resolution- are  found  on  page  2488  of  the 
Congressional  Globe,  vol.  24,  part  3,  Ist  sess.  32d  Ck)ng.,  1851-'52.] 

• 
Fbiday,  February  26,  1853. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read.  [Resolution  given 
above.] 

Monday,  March  7,  1853. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read.  [Resolution  given 
above.] 

Thubsday,  March  17,  1853. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Morton  the  7th  in- 
stant, to  allow  per  diem  and  mileage  to  the  Hon.  David  L.  Tulee  during  the  time  he 
contested  the  seat  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mallory  in  the  Senate,  and  on  the  question^  *'  Shall 
the  resolution  pass?  *'  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  23,  nays  19. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Houston,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Badger,  Borland,  Brodhead,  Butler^ 
Cooper,  Dodge  of  Wisconsin,  Dodge  of  Iowa,  Douglas,  £v%ns,  Everett,  Fitzpatrick, 
Gwin,  Hunter,  James,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mason,  Morton,  Sebastian,  Seward,  Shields, 
Soul^,  Sumner,  and  Walker. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bayard, 
Benjamin,  Bright,  Chase,  Geyer,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Norris,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Stu- 
art, Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Thompson  of  New  Jersey,  Weller,  and  Wright. 

[A  debate  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  is  found  on  pages  280-283  of  the  Appen- 
dix to  Congressional  Globe,  vol.  26,  2d  seas.  32d  Cong.] 
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[Thirty-fourth  Conjicress — First  session.] 

LYxMAX  TEUMBULL, 
Senator  from  Illinois  from  March  4,  1855,  to  March  3,  1873. 

June  7, 1852,  Mr.  Trumbull  was  elected  a  Judire  of  the  supreme  court  of  Illinois  for  a  term  of  nine 
years,  and  was  duly  commissioned  June  24.  May  19, 1853,  ne  resljjrnefl  this  oftlee,  to  take  eflcct  .luK- 
4. 1853.  February  8, 1855,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  tenii  l>e>nnnini( 
>[an-h  4, 1855.  X^\e  constitution  of  Illinois  provided  that  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  xliould  not 
he  eligible  to  any  office  of  public  trust  or  profit  in  the  United  States  during  the  term  for  which  thrv 
^^•^ir^'  elected,  nor  for  one  year  thereafler ;  and  that  all  votes  for  them,  for  any  elective  otlict-,  jfivt-ii 
by  the  jfeneral  assembly,  should  be  void.  When  Mr.  Trumbull's  credentials  were  presented  in  thi* 
Senat«,  a  protest  of  niemberHof  the  k'tj^islalure  was  presented,  protestin><:  UKainst  the  lejjnlity  of  ihf 
election  on  the  ground  that  it  i^'as  void  by  virtue  of  the  provision  of  the  constittation  referred  to. 
The  subject  w!i)*  referred  to  the  Conuniltce  on  the  Judiciary,  who  reported  that  there  was  sui-h  :. 
division  of  opinion  as  to  render  it  proper  to  relVrthe  subject  to  the  Senate,  and  asked  to  Iccxcu'^hI. 
which  report  was  accepted  by  the  Senate.  .\  rebolution  declaring  Mr.  Trumbull  entitled  to  hi-  ^-al 
was  then  introduced  and  passed  tlie  Senate  by  a  vote  of  Ji5  yeas  to  8  nays.  The  arj^tnuenth  slwim 
that  the  Senators  votinjj:  in  favor  of  the  lejfality  of  the  election  did  so  from  <lit)ereiit  {^roiind^.  sona- 
proceeding  upon  the  Kt'oun<t  that  this  case  did  not  come  within  the  meanin|c  oif  the  cl:iu«*  of  thr 
eiate  constitution  referred  to,  heoausc  Mr.  Trumbull  had  resigned  the  offlloe  of  jucl^e  more  thnn  a 
year  befi)re  his  election  to  the  Senjite;  and  otliers  proceeding  upon  the  ground  that  a  8late  tiini.ol 
sui>eradd  qualifications  of  a  Senatt>r  to  those  reqiiiretl  by  the  United  States  ConBtitutiou.  Extracts 
from  the  del)ates  given  below  will  show  the  lincH  of  the  different  argunientM. 

The  history  of  the  ease  here  giv«'n  consir^ts  of  tlie  report  of  the  committee  taken  from  Senate  K  - 
ports,  3Uh  (.■ong.,l8t  sess.  vol.  1,  l.S'i5-'5r).  report  No.  15:  the  proeee«lingsof  the  Si*nnte  relating  to  the 
ease  from  the  Senate  Journal,  1st  and  2d  sess.  ;^th  Cong.,  lS55-'5r»;  and  extracts  from  the  deliate* 
found  in  the  Congressional  (ilot>e,  part  1,  1st  sess.  84th  Cong.,1si5-'j!^. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

KEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE,  CONTAINING  THE  DOCUMENTS  PRINTED   INT    THE   CASE. 

[The  committee  coDsisted  of  Messrs.  Butler  (chairman),  Toucey,  Bayard,  Gever» 
Toombs,  and  Pugh.] 

In  THE  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

February  27,  1856. — Submitted,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  protest 

and  other  paji^ers. 

Mr.  Butler  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiriary,  to  whom  were  relerred  the  "Protest  of  certain  sena- 
tors and  representatives  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  against  the  election  of 
the  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,"  and  other  papers,  report: 

That  it  has  been  under  ^consideration  and  discussion  by  the  committee,  and  there  being 
such  a  division  of  opinion  as  to  render  it  proper,  in  their  judgment,  to  refer  the  subject 
to  the  Senate,  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Certified  copy  of  the  resignation  of  Lyman  Truinhnil  of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  supreme  court 

of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Alton,  May  19,  1853. 

Sir:  I  am  induced,  by  considerations  of  a  personal  and  private  character,  to  resign  the 

office  of  justice  of  the  supreme  court;  but  to  allow  time  for  the  election  of  a  person  to 

succeed  me,  so  that  no  public  inconvenience  may  result  from  a  vacancy  on  the  bench  I 

hereby  tender  my  resignation  of  said  office,  to  take  effect  on  the  4th  day  of  Jaly  next. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

LYMAN  TKUMBULL. 

His  excellency  Joel  A.  Matteson, 

Goieriwr  of  Illinois. 

United  States  of  America, 

State  of  Illinois,  ss: 

I,  Alexander  Stariie,  secretary  of  state  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  Lyman  TriinibulPs  resignation,  filed  in  the 
secretary's  office,  May  20,  1853. 

And  I  further  certify  that  Walter  B.  Scatcs  was  elected  to  till  said  vacancy,  and  en- 
tered upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  said  office,  July  13,  1853. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  State,  this 
Dth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1855. 

[L.  s.]  ALEXANDER  STARNE, 

SecreUtry  of  Siaie. 
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Certificate  of  Joel  A,  Mntieson^  governor  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois^  relative  to  ike  election  of 
Lyman  Trumbull  to  he  a  Senator  of  the  United  States^  and  also  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  of  that  State, 

Executive  Department,  State  of  Illinois, 

November  1,  1855. 

I,  Joel  A.  Matteson,  governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that  it  appears 
of  record  that  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855,  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  met  in  convention  and  proceeded  to  vote  for  the  election  of  a  Sen« 
a  tor  for  said  State  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  that  upon  the  final  vote  Lyniun 
Trumboll  received  51  votes,  Joel  A.  Matteson  received  47  votes,  and  Archibald  Williauia 
received  1  vote;  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  thereupon  declared 
Lyman  Trumbull  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  .Illinois  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1855. 

That  it  further  appears  from  record  that  the  said  Lyman  Trumbull  was  elected,  on  the 
7th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1852,  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  a 
term  of  nine  years;  that  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1852,  he  was  duly  commissioned 
as  justice  for  the  term  albresaid,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  A.  D.  1852^ 
and  endinjijon  the  first  Monday  of  June,  A.  D.  1881 ;  that  he  was  sworn  and  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  appertaining  to  said  office;  that  the  constituti<m  of  tlie  Stiite  of 
Illinois  contiiins  the  following  provision,  to  wit: 

*' The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  circuit  courts  shall  not  be  eligi))le  to  any  other  ofi'ico 
of  public  trust  or  profit,  in  this  State  or  the  United  States,  during  th^.'  term  for  nliitli 
they  are  elected,  nor  for  one  year  therwifter;  all  votes  for  either  of  them,  for  any  elective 
office  (except  that  of  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  court)  given  by  the  general  assembly 
or  people,  shall  be  voici."  ^ 

All  of  which,  t%ether  with  the  legality  of  said  election,  are  respectfully  submitted  td 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Ktates. 

J.  A.  MATTESON. 

By  the  governor: 

[l.  .s.]  ALEXANDER  STARNE, 

Sccidary  of  Stati^^ 

To  the  Pri:sii)i<:nt  of  the  Senate 

of  the.  United  States. 

United  States  of  America, 

State  of  lilinoiSj  ss: 

I,  Alexander  Starne,  secretiiry  of  state  for  tlie  State  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify'  that 
Lyman  Trumbull  wiis,  on  the  seventh  day  of  .Tune,  A.  D.  lH.y2,  elected  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was  duly  commissioned  as  such  for  the  term  of 
nine  years  from  the  24th  day  ol  .June,  1^52;  that  he  took  upon  himself  the  oath  of  ofiice, 
and  entered  ujK)n  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  same  ;  that  said  term  of  oftice  for 
which  he  was  elected  is  unexpired,  and  will  not  expire  until  the  27th  day  of  June,  1861. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  State, 
this  24th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855. 

[l.  S.]  ALEXANDER  STARNE, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Protcfit  of  certain  senators  and  representatives  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  against 
the  elerfioa  of  Lyman  Trumhull  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

The  undersigned,  senators  and  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  Stafr*  of  Illinois  in 
the  legislature  thereof,  resi)ectfully  represent:  That  at  a  meeting  of  both  houses  ot  Siiid 
legislature,  in  general  assembly  convened,  on  the?  8th  day  of  February,  1855,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  a  Senator  for  siiid  State  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  six  yeara 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1855,  51  votes  were  cast  for  Lyman  Trumbull,  47  votes  for  .Joel 
A.  Matteson,  and  1  vote  for  Archibald  Williams,  and  that  one  member  of  siiid  legisla- 
ture was  absent. 

They  further  represent  that  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Illinois  contains  the  fol- 
lowing provision  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  fourth  article  thereof: 

**The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  circuit  courts  shall  not  be  eligible  to  any  other  office 
or  public  trust  of  profit  ip  this  ;State,  or  the  United  States,  during  the  term  for  which 
they  are  elected,  nor  foroiio  year  tliereafter;  all  votes  for  either  of  them,  for  any  elective 
office,  except  that  of  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  courts,  given  by  the  general  assem- 
bly or  the  people,  shall  be  void." 
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They  further  represent  that  said  Lyman  Trumbull  was,  on  the  7tb  day />f  June,  1852, 
elected  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was  duly  commissioned 
as  such,  for  the  term  of  nine  years,  from  the  24th  day  of  June,  1852;  that  he  took  upon 
himself  the  oath  of  said  office,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  oi'  the  same; 
that  his  said  term  of  office  for  which  he  was  elected  is  unexpired,  and  ^-iJl  not  expire  un- 
til the  27th  day  of  June,  1861 ;  and  that  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  provision  oi'  the  con- 
stitution of  the  said  State  of  Illinois,  the  votes  cast  by  the  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly for  said  Trumbull  for  Senator  of  said  State,  as  aforesaid,  are  nulland  void,  and 
said  Trumbull  is  not  legally  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  is  not  enti- 
tled to  his  seat  in  said  Senate;. and  against  said  pretended  election  the  undersigned,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  their  constituents,  do  hereby  protest. 


Hugh  L.  Sutphin. 
Joseph  Morton. 
James  M.  CampbelL 
J.  C.  Davis. 
W.  H.  Carlin. 


F.  D.  Preston. 
C  L.  Higbee. 
Tho.  P.  Kichmond. 
George  Walker. 
T.  B,  Sauner. 
Dr.  H.  A.  Browne. 
>S.  D.  Masters. 
Sanil.  H.  Martin. 
AVilliara  J.  Allen. 
B.  P.  Hinch. 


SENAT0E8. 

A.  J.  Kuykendall. 
M.  O.  Kean. 
Ben.  Graham. 
John  E.  Detrich. 
Silas  L.  Bryan. 

EEPRESENTATIVBS. 

Eli  Seehorn. 
James  Bradford. 
Jonathan  Dearborn. 
D.  McClain.    ^ 
Frank  M.  Ratings. 
G.  M.  Gray. 
Jona.  McDaniel. 
Wm.  K.  Morrison. 
P.  E.  Hosmer. 
L.  F.  McCrillis. 


James  L.  T>.  Morrison. 
G.  K.  Jenngan. 
A.  P.  Corder. 


George  H.  Holliday. 
J.  R.  Bennett. 
S.  W.  Moultou. 
W.  N.  Cline. 
Presley  ITunkhooser. 
James  M.  I'ursley. 
Hugh  Gregg. 
C.  C.  Hopkins. 
Henry  Richmond. 


Credentials  of  the  Hon.  Lyman  Trumhully  elected  a  Senator  hy  ihe  legislature  of  the  State  of 

Illinoia. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  to  that  effect  adopted,  the 
two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  now  in  session  at  Springfield 
in  siiid  State,  did  convene  in  joint  session  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  on 
the  eighth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Senator  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term 
of  six  years  from  the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  that  Lyman  Tmmbull 
was  then  and  there,  by  said  joint  session  of  the  legislature  of  said  State,  duly  elected 
Senator  to  represent  the  State  of  Illinois  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  six  yeara 
from  the  said  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

Dated  at  Springfield  the  ninth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
five. 
*  Attest: 

GEORGE  T.  BROWN, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
Attest* 

EDWIN  T.  BRIDGES, 
Gerk  of  the  House  of  JHepreseniaiiveM, 

THOMAS  G.  TURNER, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 

Presiding  Officer  of  the  said  joint  session, 
TJnitkd  States  of  America, 

State  of  Illinois^  ss: 

I,  Alexander  Starne,  secretary  of  state  for  the  State  of  Illinois,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  a  certificate  of  the  election  of  Lyman  Tmm- 
bull  to  the  United  States  Senate,  as  filed  in  my  office  by  tiie  clerk  of  the  honse  of  xep- 
resentatives. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  State. 
this  15th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1865. 


[l.  s] 


ALEXANDER  STARNE, 

Secretary  of  8tat^ 


LYMAN   TRUMBULL.  151 

Monday,  December  3,  1855. 

Mr.  CMttenden  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Lyman  Tramholl,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1855;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Cass  presented  the  protest  of  certain  senators  and  representatives  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Illinois  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Lyman  Trnmbnll. 

The  outh  prescribed  by  Law  was  administered  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  he  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Thubsday,  December  20,  1865. 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  a  certified  copy  of  a  letter  of  Lyman  Trumbull,  addressed  to 
the  governor  of  Illinois,  resigning  the  office  of  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  CJommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cass, 

Ordered^  That  the  protest  of  certain  senators  and  representatives  of  the  legislature  of 
Illinois  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull  as  a  Senator  of  the  United 
Stiites,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[Some  remarks  on  the  question  whether  the  subject  should  go  to  the  Committee  on 
the  .ludiciary  or  to  a  select  committee  are  found  on  page  58  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
xeferred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Monday,  February  4,  1856. 

The  President  pro  fempore  presented  a  certificate  of  the  governor  of  Illinois  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  llou.  Lyman  Trumbull  by  the  legislature  of  that  State  as  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress, and  of  his  election  and  appointment  as  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Illinois, 
with  an  extract  from  the  constitution  of  Illinois  respecting  the  eligibility  of  judges  of 
the  courts  of  thut  State  to  other  offices  during  the  term  for  which  they  are  appointed; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[Some  remarks  on  the  question  of  reference  of  the  communication  are  found  on  page 
343  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.  Mr.  Seward  cited  the  ad- 
mission of  Hon.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  as  a  precedent  in  favor  of  the  right  oi 
Mr.  Trumbull.] 

WEDNE8DA^^,  February  20,  ia56. 

[Some  remarks  made  on  Mr.  TrnmbulPs  eligibility  are  founft  on  pages  466-468  of 
the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.] 

Wednesday,  February  27,  1856. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  protest 
of  certain  senators  and  repn'sentatives  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois  against  the  election 
of  the  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  with  other  papers,  sub- 
mitted a  report  (No.  15). 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 

Ordered f  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

Ordered,  That  the  report,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Crittenden  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

**  Resolved,  That  Lyman  Trumbull  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  elected 
^y  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  4th  of 
March,  ia55." 

The  Senate  proceede<l,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  the  said  resolution;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stuart, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday,  the  3d  of  March  next. 

[A  short  debate  is  found  on  pages  514-515  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.] 

Monday,  March  3,  1856. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Crittenden, 
the  27th  of  February,  declaring  the  Hon.  Lyman  Trombull  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States;  and. 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stuart, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  antil  to-mor- 
row. 

[The  subject  is  debated  at  length  on  pages  547-552  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred 

to.]    . 
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Tuesday,  March  4,  185f>. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolation  submitted  by  yir.  Crittenden, 
the  27th  of  February,  that  the  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  Uniti'd  Slates;  and, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weller, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

[The  debate  is  continued  on  pages  562-567  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.] 

Wednesday,  March  5,  18o6. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Crittenden, 
the  27th  of  February,  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  the  Hon.  Lyman  Trnmbull  to  a  seat  in 
the  Senate;  and, 

After  debate. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — \ea» 
35,  nays  8. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Toucey,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fillth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  BeU  of  Tennes^ct*. 
Bright,  Brown,  Butler,  Cass,  ColUimer,  Crittenden,  Dodge,  Durkee,  £vaD8,  Fessenden. 
Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Oeyer,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Houston,  Hunter.  James,  Mallorv. 
Mason,  Pearce,  Keid,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Seward,  Sumner,  Toucey,  Wade,  Wilson,  aiiil 
Yulee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Clay,  Iverson,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa. 
Pugh,  Slidell,  Stuart,  and  Weller. 

So  it  was 

Mcsolred,  That  Lyman  Trumbull  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  elect »?d 
by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March. 
1855. 

[The  debate  is  concluded  on  pages  579-581  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to.] 

[Extracts  from  a  Hpeech  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  delivered  March  3,  1856,  in  f<up(>«in  «if 
the  le^ftlity  of  Mr.  TriMnlmlTH  election,  taken  from  pugeH  547  and  548  of  the  Coii)(re.sAioniil  <i  .'-- 
referred  to  in  the  head-note. J 

"The  facts  of  the  case  arc  few  and  undisputed.  Mr.  Trumbull  was,  in  point  of  liut, 
chosi'ii  by  the  legislature  of  Illinois  as  a  Senator  in  this  body.  It  is  true  that  some  four 
yeai-s  before  that  titiic  lie  had  been  elected  a  judge  of  one  of  the  circuit  courts  of  that  Siatf, 
but  it  is  also  true  that  h«'  had  resigned  that  ollice  about  eighteen  montlis  before  lii.selertiuu« 
as  a  Senator.  The  fust  (|iKstion,  theretbre,  that  presents  itself  is,  whether  upon  thcMr 
facts,  and  a  proper  construction  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  he  is  eutitUtl 
to  his  seat?  No  objection  is  made  to  any  qualitication  required  by  the  CoiLstitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  question  is,  whether  there  is  anything  in  the  constitnticm  of 
Illinois  which  can  invalidate  his  election.  I  will  first  consider  the  (juestioD  as  it  aris<»s 
up<m  the  c*onstitution  of  Illinois,  and  then  its  respe(*ts  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  of  Illinois  I  desire  to  read  to  the  Senate.  The 
tenth  section  of  the  lifth  article  of  the  constitution  of  that  State  reads  in  these  words: 

''  'The  judges  of  thesuiircme  court  shall  receive  a  salaryof  $1.200peramiuin,  pavable 
quarterly,  and  no  more.  The  judges  of  the  circuit  courts  shall  receive  a  salary  of  $1  JHK> 
per  annum,  payable  (juarterly,  and  no  more.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  oin?uit 
courts  shall  not  be  eligible  to  any  other  office  or  public  trust,  of  prolit  in  this  State,  or 
the  United  States,  during  the  term  for  which  they  are  elected,  nor  for  one  year  there- 
after. All  votes  for  either  of  them  for  any  elective  office  (except  that  of  jndge  of  the 
supreme  or  circuit  court)  given  by  the  general  assembly,  or  the  people,  shall  be  void.' 

"  Mr.  Trumbull  was  electe<l  on  the  7th  of  June,  1852,  judge  of  the  drcnit  court  for  the 
term  of  nine  years.  Having  held  that  office  less  than  one  year,  he  resided  on  the  19th 
of  May,  1853,  to  take  cfTect  on  the  ensuing  4th  of  July.  He  was  elected  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  on  the  8th  of  February,  1855,  more  than  eighteen  months  after  his 
resignation,  but  before  the  expiration  of  the  nine  years  for  which  he  had  been  origiually 
ele(!ted  a  judge. 

*'To  these  facts  we  are  to  apply  the  constitutional  provision  which  I  have  read,  which 
declares  that  no  judge  of  the  supreme  court  or  circuit  court  should  be  eligible  to  anv 
other  office  for  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  and  for  one  year  thereafter.  Does 
this  prohibition  in  the  constitution  of  Illinois  apply  to  such  a  case  as  this?  I  say  that 
it  does  not.  In  order  to  ascertiiin  the  meaning  of  any  instrument,  we  must  endeavor  to 
ascertain  the  intention  of  ita  framers.  What  was  the  intention  of  the  Ira  uers  of  this 
provision?    It  was  to  preserve  the  independence  of  their  judiciary,  and  to  prevent  the 
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possibility  of  one  of  the  judges  of  the  State  using  the  influence  of  that  office  to  obtiin 
another.  That  is  the  reason  and  the  sole  reason  for  this  prohibition;  and  to  accomplish 
this  object,  the  constitution  of  Illinois  provides  not  only  for  ineligibility  during  the  temx 
of  nine  years,  but  for  one  year  thereafter,  lest  he  should,  by  anticipated  contrivances, 
intrigues,  and  influence,  provide  for  another  office  by  the  use  of  the  influence  which  hi* 
present  office  affords.  Cue  year  after  the  expiration  of  his  office  was  supposed  to  be  suf- 
ficient for  that  purpose. 

******* 

**Now,  sir,  suppose  I  am  wrong;  suppose  that,  without  any  reason,  without  any  mo- 
tive, without  any  mischief  to  be  suppressed,  without  any  foundation  for  any  of  the  ()l>- 
jections  applicable  to  the  incumbent  of  office,  this  constitution  shall,  by  the  force  of  it» 
mere  letter,  be  applied  to  this  case,  and  that  it  does  create,  so  far  as  it  can  act,  an  im- 
pediment, an  obstacle  to  the  election  of  this  gentleman,  is  such  a  provision  valid,  or  cack 
it  afi*ect  his  right,  when  we  look  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  under  whiclx 
the  Senate  has  been  created?  I  think  clearly  not.  We  are  to  look  to  the  Constitntiou 
of  the  United  States  for  the  whole  frame  of  this  Government.  It  has  created  all'  the- 
powers  and  all  the  instruments  of  this  Government.  It  has  created  the  Senate.  Before 
this  creation,  neither  the  State  of  Illinois  as  such,  nor  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  had 
any  power  to  elect  a  Senator.  There  was  no  such  office  to  be  filled  by  them  as  Seuator 
of  the  United  States.  Their  agency  was  simply  employed  by  the  Federal  Constitution. 
The  agency  of  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  was  employed  to  elect  Senators  who 
constitute  this  body.  It  is  an  all-important  branch  of  the  Government.  The  designation 
of  the  power  that  was  to  elect,  the  designation  of  the  persons  qualified  to  be  elected,  all 
enterecl  into  the  very  essence  of  the  subject.  All  this  was  to  have  its  influence  on  this. 
Government.  All  and  every  single  circumstance  of  this  was  to  have  its  influence  in 
connecting  the  State  governments  and  the  General  Government,  and  in  connecting  them 
in  such  a  way  as  to  preserve  that  species  of  political  relations  between  them  which  it  was. 
thought  would  operate  most  advantageously  to  all. 

"This  was  the  view  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.     It  was  a 
subject  for  them  whether  the  legislature  should  elect  Senators,   whether  the  people 
should  elect  them,  or  whether  the  governors  of  the  several  States  should  appoint  them. 
All  this  was  within  the  competency  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.     Neither  people^ 
nor  governors,  nor  legislatures  had  previously  any  power  to  elect  or  appoint  a  Senator. 
There  was  no  such  officer;    there  was  no  such  power.     The  whole  was  a  new  crea- 
tion.    The  Constitution  determines  that  the  power  to  choose  Senators  shall  be  in  the- 
legislatures  oi  the  several  States.     The  power  to  elect  Senators  was  committed  to  the 
legislatures.     Who  shall  they  be,  was  the  next  question.     The  question  was,  how  to- 
designate  a  Senator  by  some  prescribed  qualification,  so  as  to  fix  the  class  from  which  he 
should  come.     Shall  he  be  a  man  who  is  required  to  possess  any  particular  amount  or 
fortune?    Shalf  he  be  a  man  who  must  be  subjected  to  some  religious  test?    Of  wliat. 
age  shall  he  be  ? 

"Were  not  all  these  points  fairly  piesented  to  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States?  Were  they  not  important  questions  to  be  acted  upon  and  decided?" 
They  were  framing  the  Government.  The  constitution  of  this  body  was  an  essential 
part  of  the  Government.  That  was  to  depend  on  the  parties,  or  the  condition  of  the 
parties,  out  of  whom  they  would  make  this  great  council  of  the  nation.  Should  he  be 
a  citizen?  Might  they  select  him  anywhere?  Should  he  be  an  inhabitant  of  his  State? 
Might  he  be  of  any  age? 

' '  All  these  subjects  being  considered ,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  decides  npou 
the  whole  matter  by  providing  that  each  Senator  shall  be  of  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
shall  have  been  at  least  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  an  inliah- 
itant  of  the  State  from  which  he  is  chosen. 

"Now,  sir,  does  this  not  embrace  the  whole  subject?  Does  it  not  regulate  the  whole 
subject  ?  According  to  the  plain  meaning  of  the  Federal  Constitution  every  inhabitant 
of  a  State,  thirty  years  of  age,  who  has  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  is 
eligible  to  the  office  of  Senator.  What  more  can  be  said  about  it?  It  is  now  supposed 
by  those  who  contend  that  Mr.  Trumbull  is  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  that  it  is  competent 
lor  a  State,  by  its  constitution — ^and  I  suppose  they  would  equally  contend  by  any  law 
which  the  legislature  might  from  time  to  time  paas — to  superadd  additional  qualifica- 
tions. The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  they  say,  has  only  in  part  regulated  the 
subject,  and  therefore  it  is  no  interference  with  that  Constitution  to  make  addiliou;il 
regulations.  This,  I  think  it  will  be  plain.to  all,  is  a  mere  sophism,  when  you  come  te 
consider  it.  If  it  was  a  power  within  the  regulation  of,  and  proper  to  be  regulattnl  bv, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  if  that  Constitution  has  qualified  it,  as  I  have 
stated,  prascribing  the  age.  prescribing  the  residence,  prescribing  the  citizenship,  was. 
there  anything  more  intended?  If  so,  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  would  have  8i\id 
so.     The  vety  enumeration  of  these  qualifications  excludes  the  idea  that  they  intended. 


154  SllXATK   ELFXTIOX   CASES. 

any  oth^r  qnalification-s.  That  is  the  plain  mle  of  ordinary  conatraction:  ^-t.  ''% 
reavjri  a^rAt  aii  tichLi«:a!  considerations,  it  i?  applicable  here.  The  object  of  :i-  r -:- 
trai  Con-titution  '.va**  to  have  a  )»ofly  framei  by  a  aniiurm  rale  Ihroa^hoac  th-  V-  >; 
htaterf.  coiiiiii;;  here  to  crjnstitut*?  thLs  ureat  conncil  of  the  eonntry — c»>iiiiiii£  h-rr  *;  vjt 
a^sency  oi*  tlic  .-fciuie  elective  pf^w^r.  thr-  Siau-  legislatare^i — coming  hene  aL;«icr  :1t  snAae 
r*r*iU  ire  merit"!,  and  with  the  .•^riru'r  iiii  vliri»L-:itiuD'* — -and  <*tandiDg  here  npcu  a  prr:rx;  ^c 
exact  (r'inality  in  all  r*-hpt-(:iii  to  rtrrprt-^-nt  the  nation  Jnstiy  and  et^iially.  ^nd  with  a  soie 
re^anl  to  the  common  weliare  oi  the  liepublic." 

(K\'ra«t  from  r\  «ir'rrcli  of  Mr.  Pucrh.  of  Ohio.adx'erse  to  the  riKbt  of  Mr.  Triintball.  de!:v#-rp«:  M  a-i 
•i.  I-vVi.  taken  from  pafj^  ^t'j.  -Vi-J  of  the  Coii^reabiunal  Glube  referred  to  ia  th«r  u«aa  J-:^.  :r. 


'Th*^  Senator  from  Kentucky  claims,  in  Mr.  Tmmbull's  behalf,  that  theCoii<iit"Ti« 
of  th"  L'nit«-<]  Statf^  ha.s  pre-urribefl  the  ijnaliticiUi'tns  requisite  for  a  Senator,  and  tzut 
Xio.St«tte  can  add  to  or  subtract  from  thtrit*  qiiaiiti  cut  tons. 

*'  1  am  not  di.>]xised  to  tri'  the  virtue  of  this  conclusion  by  logical  teats;  I  deny  the  iraih 
of  its  pr»iiiii^es.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  Suites  does  not  pres<.Tibe  iho  'palid'a- 
tioiLs  of  a  .Senator  in  the  sciLse  here  assuMt-d.  Ita  lani^uage  is  that  of  exclas^ion.  and  ii*>t 
of  qualiiication: 

**  'So  j»errv)n  Bhall  be  a  Senator  who shji  11  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  yeaf^ 
and  lieen  nine  yean4  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be 
an  inhabitant  of  that  State  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen.* 

**  In  this  instantre.  a^  in  all  others,  the  lan^^uage  of  the  Constitution  was  aptly  selei-tcd 
with  a  view  to  the  nature  of  our  Fedc-rjil  Government.  It  was  intended  that  each  Sen- 
ator should  lie  thirty  years  of  ai^e,  and  should  have  been  nine  years  a  ('itizc-u  of  the 
United  States,  l>e<ausc  the  duti<*8  of  his  otlice  were  thought  to  require  an  t-xperirncnl 
jud;iment  and  (ronsiderable  familiarity  with  the  courbe  of  public  afiairs.  Anti  to  .-o.u:« 
the  election  of  Si'uators  from  all  extraneous  intluence,  such  as  might  liave  beru  apprv- 
liend*'d  i;>erhaf>s  from  the  dictation  of  the  lar;:e  States  or  the  patrona^  ol*  the  Fnleral 
iiovernment.  it  was  furthermore  (h-clared  tliat  ea«h  Senator  should  not  merely  be  a  citi- 
zen but  an  actual  resident — 'inhabitant' — of  the  State  for  which  he  is  chosen. 

"I  ajxree  that  no  State  can  di>pense  with  or  subtract  from  the  requisites  prescribed  in 
the  Federal  Constitution;  but  I  c:an  see  no  pretense  for  asserting  that  the  States  may  not 
su^x^radd  any  qualilication  which  is  consistent  with  those  requisites.  A  Senator  is 
an  oflTioer  of  the  Federal  (jovemment:  he  is  also  an  ofTitrer  of  his  own  State.  He  i* 
elected  to  rej)resent  the  people  of  the  State,  in  an  aggregate  and  organized  irap:u*ity.  ap 
one  of  the  w)vereign  parties  to  our  Fe<leral  comp;ict.  He  is  elected,  to  be  sure,  by  the 
legislature;  but  the  legislature  is  itself  a  body  of  representatives  chosen  by  the  pe<)ple. 
His  constituency  is  equal  to  that  of  all  the  members  of  the  legislature  taken  together. 
It  consists  of  the  people  at  large  acting  through  counties,  districts,  or  other  established 
subdivi.sions,  and  ihui^  expressing  the  will  of  the  State  as  a  public  corporation.  While 
the  Federal  Constitution  might  prescribe  certain  re<iuisitc*s,  therefore,  in  order  to  secare 
the  interests  of  the  Federal  Government,  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  all  the  ^tatest.  and 
the  welfare  of  the  whole  Union;  while  it  might  well  do  this  and  bind  each  btate  to  an 
observance  of  such  re({uisite8,  no  reason  can  be  assigned  why  the  people  of  a  State — 
whose  peculiar  representative  and  officer  in  equal  degree  their  Senator  is — mi^bt  not 
prescribe  other  qualitications,  in  addition,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  separate 
interests,  rights,  and  welfare.  I  agree,  of  course,  that  such  additional  requisites  must 
not  only  be  consistent  with  those  specitied  in  the  Constitution  of  the  UnitCKl  States,  but 
with  the  whole  s]>irit  and  tenor  of  that  instrument.  No  mischief  can  result  to  the  Union 
or  to  other  States  from  this  course  of  decision;  And  it  leaves  to  the  States  that  degree  of 
independence,  that  reservation  of  powers,  which  the  tenth  amendment  to  the  Constita- 
tion  so  plainly  inculcates. 

"There  is  no  conflict  between  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Illinois.  They  are  perfectly  consistent.  Now,  so  for  as  my  learning 
extends  there  is  no  principle  more  firmly  established  in  the  law  of  England  and  of  America 
than  this:  that  whenever  two  enactments  can  stand  together — whether  they  be  called 
constitutions,  statutes,  or  by  what  name  soever — they  shall  stand  together,  and  both  shall 
Ije  olHjyed. 

*'  It  is  suggested,  however,  that  the  legislatures  of  the  States  derive  their  power  of  elect- 
ing Senators  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  not  from  their  respectire 
State  constitutions.  But  this,  if  admitted  to  its  full  extent,  will  be  found  imniateriaL 
It  is  not  a  power  conferred  on  any  legislature  as  matter  of  gift  or  permission  from  the 
Federal  Government,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  because  the  legislature  repicsentB 
the  people  and  Jicts  only  as  an  agent  for  the  people.  Surely,  I  submit,  the  Constltntion 
of  the  United  States  never  designed  to  exalt  the  agent  above  the  principal,  the  creatnn 
alM>ve  the  creator,  the  minister  above  the  sovereign,  as  this  proposition  ossumea." 
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[Thirty-fourth  Congress — ^Third  session.] 

JAMES  HARLAN, 

Senator  from  Iowa  from  March  4, 1855,  to  Januarif  12,  1857,  and  from 
January  29, 1857,  till  May  15,  1865,  when  he  resigned. 

Deccinlier  13, 1854,  the  legislature  of  Iowa  met  in  joint  convention  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  United  States  Senator  for  the  term  beginning  March  4. 
1855.  After  several  inelTectual  ballots  and  adjournments  they  met  January  5, 1855,  and  adjourned 
to  10  o'clock  of  the  next  da  jr.  After  this  adjournment  of  the  joint  convention  the  senate  returned 
to  its  own  chamber  and  adjourned  to  the  same  hour.  When  the  senate  met  January  6,  it  at  ono 
adjourned  till  9  o'clock,  January  8.  The  senate,  therefore,  not  being  in  session  after  10  o'clock  on 
January  6,  did  not  proceed  to  the  hall  of  the  house  as  a  body,  though  certain  members  of  the  senate 
attendi.'d.  The  body  thus  assembled  consisted  of  a  majority  of  the  house  and  a  minority  of  the 
members  of  the  senate,  together  constituting  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  convention.  They 
|>r(>ceeded  to  ballot,  and  Mr.  Harlan  received  52  votes  (52  being  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
joint  convention),  and  was  declared  duly  elected.  The  senate  of  lowasent  resolutions  to  the  United 
otAtes  Senate  protesting  against  the  validity  of  the  election.  Mr.  Harlan  was  admitted  to  the  seat 
December  3,  1855,  the  tirstday  that  Congress  met  in  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected.  December 
16,  1856,  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  January  5,  1857,  the  commit- 
tee reported  the  procecdhjgs  of  the  Iowa  legislature  and  the  resolution  "  that  the  seat  of  the  afore- 
said gentleniiin  be  declared  vacant,"  which  resolution  passed  the  Senate  January  12, 1^7,  by  a  vote 
of  2H  yeas  to  l.S  nays.  The  question  to  be  decided  by  the  Senate,  which  wasdebated  at  great  length, 
>vas  whether  the  body  electing  Mr.  Harlan  was  the  teyUlature  of  Iowa  within  the  meaning  of  the 
fii*st  clause  of  the  third  section  of  Article  I  of  the  Constitution  ;  whether  it  was  essential  to  the  va- 
lidity of  the  election  that  the  senate  as  a  body  should  i>e  present,  or  whether  a  nciajority  of  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  convention  constituted  the  legislature  even  if  the  senate  as  a  body  was  not 
present,  nor  even  a  majority  of  the  members  composing  the  senate.  Extnvcts  from  speeches,  which 
are  given  below,  give  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  and  points  discussed  by  the  Senate. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  an  extract  from  a  speech  of  Mr  Bavard,  of  Dela- 
ware, in  support  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  taken  from  page  249  of  the  Congres- 
sional (;lobe,  3d  sess.  34th  Cong.,  1856-'57;  an  extnict  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Seward,  of  New  York,  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  taken  from  pages  26<),  261  of  the  same  volume  ;  a  transcript  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  case  from  Senate  Journals,  2d  sess.  33d  Cong.,  1st  and  2d  sess. 
34th  Cong.,  and  3d  sess.  34th  Cong. ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  from  Senate  Reports,  3d  sesa. 
84th  Cong.,  Report  No.  300. 

The  debates  in  the  case  are  found  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  3d  sess.,  34th  Cong.,  1856-'57. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

[Extract  from  speech  of  Mr.  Bayard  delivered  January  7, 1857.] 

' '  The  substantial  facts  of  the  case  I  understand  to  be  these:  A  resolution  was  passed  in 
the  house  of  representatives  of  Iowa  on  the  13th  of  December,  1854,  proposing  to  the 
senate  of  Iowa  to  meet  in  joint  convention  on  the  15th  of  December  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  Senator  of  the  United  States.  The  resolution  was  amended  by  the  senate 
_  by  tixing  2  o'clock  or  2.30  o'clock  of  the  same  day  for  the  joint  meeting.  The  hou.se 
concurred  in  the  amendment,  and  the  bodies  went  into  joint  convention  on  that  day, 
a  (juorum  of  each  house  being  present  when  they  met.  They  proceeded  to  ballot, 
and  having  balloted  ineffectually  they  adjourned  at  various  times — on  one  occasion, 
I  think,  from  the  14th  of  December,  1854,  to  the  5th  of  January,  1855.  On  the  6th  of 
January  they  met,  and  still  failed  to  elect  a  Senator.  They  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  6th  of  Jannary.  The  senate  (as  throughout  the  whole  of  these 
proceedings  it  appears  each  house  did)  after  they  separated  returned  to  their  own  cham- 
ber and  adjonrned  to  the  same  hour  on  the  next  day.  When  the  senate  met  at  10  o'clock 
on  the  6th  of  January  they,  without  doing  any  business  whatever,  adjourned  to  Monday 
at  J)  o'clock.  This  adjournment  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  the  miyority,  on  the  yeas 
and  nays — 16  to  15 — the  whole  body,  consisting  of  thirty-one  members,  being  present. 
The  senate  of  Iowa  was,  therefore,  not  in  session  on  Saturday  after  10  o'clock. 

''The  house  of  representatives  met — at  what  hour  I  do  not  know;  but  after  transactr 
ing  appropriate  business  as  a  house  of  representatives  they  proceeded  to  receive,  not  the 
senate  of  Iowa,  which  was  not  in  session,  but  to  receive  members  of  the  senate  of  Iowa 
as  members  of  the  joint  convention;  and  when  those  members  were  assembled  there,  to- 
gether with  the  members  of  the  house,  they  constituted  a  mtgority  of  the  two  branches 
combined,  that  is,  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  persons  in  the  convention.  But 
there  was  present — I  speak  now  of  persons  present  in  the  sense  of  legal  presence,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  vote — only  a  majority  of  the  house  and  a  minority  of  the  senate,  a  quorum 
of  one  body  and  not  a  quorum  of  the  other.  The  speaker  of  the  house  assumed  that 
the  members  thus  assembled  were  a  regularly- organized  conveption  of  the  legislature 
with  the  power  to  elect  a  United  States  Senator,     No  vote  was  taken  by  the  convention 
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on  that  point.  An  appeal  wjts  taken  from  the  deeiMion  and  it  was  oontend«-<l  tKit  rV 
hou^se  ou^^lit  to  decide  whetluT  it  was  organiztnl.  That  appeal  the  8])eaker  deninl.  mi 
there  waw  no  vote  taken  hy  the  convention  on  that  queHtiou  at  all.  The  roll  wa«*«iili¥^. 
and  aH  a  niajority  of  the  nieniherH  ot  lM>th  hranches  (not  a  niujority  ot'esich  bmuch  air 
Bwcred  to  their  nanie.s  the  Hi)eaker  declared  that  the  joiut  couvention  vrus  reguUrit 
organized  according  to  its  adjoarnnient,  and  they  prweeded  to  vote  for  a  United  Stj'r* 
Senator.  A  ft^fr  electing  lirst  a  teller  in  lien  of  the  senate  teller,  who  was  aliment,  and  a!-" 
a  pnwident  y;ro  tempore  of  the  convention,  the  nieml)era  proceedetl  to  vote  r/ni  nn-i  w.  >. 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  A  majority  of  the  nienilwrs  of  the  house  of  representatM*^ 
voted,  hut  only  lillei'n  senators  voti^l  on  that  occasion. 

"These  are  the  real  lacts  ot  the  case  as  they  appear  from  the  journals  and  papers,  "i 
the  vote  to  which  1  have  just  alluded  l>eing  taken,  it  was  declared  tliiit  the  hou«>r.ii" 
gentleman  who  now  holds  the  seat  was  regularly  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  \'\i\\*\ 
States;  and  he  C4une  here  and  was  admitted.  The  senate  of  Iowa  met  on  the  Monili.T 
morning  next  atler  the  adjournment  of  Satunlay,  and  after  this  alle^fl  electitm  iul 
taken  place,  and  their  first,  act  was  to  protest  against  it  as  done  without  their  author: \ 
2is  a  co-ordinate  hranch  of  the  legislature  of  Iowa. 

"It  will  heohsi^rved  also  from  the  facts  of  this  case  that  the  journalM  show  tliat  od  s\\ 
occasions  when  the  two  houses  met  they  met  as  houses;  a  nieKSsi^e  was  sent  tn>iu  "-i* 
house  to  the  other.  The  rcH'ord  shows  that  the  striate,  preceded  by  itn  president,  rawir 
to  the  hall  of  the  houst?  of  rej)resi*ntative.s,  and  the  memhers  of  tlie  senate  had  seut>  as- 
signed th<Mn  as  a  co-ordinate  hranch  of  the  legislature;  and  alter  that  was  dont*.  at  .i;j 
previous  meetings,  they  i)n)cee(l(;d  to  vote.  On  this  (M-<-asion  there  wjis  no  smate  in^*- 
sion;  hut  the  record  shows  that  wveral  memhers  of  the  senate,  witliiiut  siiying  how  in:i'i'- 
were  present.  The  fact  is  coneeiled,  I  undei-sland.  that  tliere  were  hut  fifteen  meinVr^ 
of  the  senate  who  voted  on  that  occasion,  the  whoU*  senate  consisting  of  thirty-one;  ;  ui 
hence  less  than  a  ({Uorum  of  tlie  senate  participateil  in  the  election. 

"On  this  state  <»f  facts  the  4U<'st  ion  whi<h  i  supi)osetoariscis,  whether  *the  IcLii^laru: 
of  a  State,  under  the  language  of  the  Feihaal  Constitution  delegating  to  the  legi.-l  itii> 
the  right  to  elect  Senatois  of  the  I'niUMl  State.s,  is  to  1hi  taken  to  mean   the  in«Ii\i4l'i' 
niemhers  of  the  legislature  or  the  l)i)«ly  or  IsKlies  of  which  t!n'  legislatiin'  is  coni|ri>-i^t 
I  suppose  the  term  as  usid  in  the  Constitution  means  th<' hodiesof  w  hi<*h  the  legi-l.iMi' 
is  composi'd.     The  honorable  Senator  froui  (Jeorgia.  if  I  appreciate  lii>  ar<{unient.  iii^.« « 
that  the  power  being  <lelegated  to  the  legislature  is  voted  in  the  inenibers  of  the  hi- 
lature,  and  that  whenever  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  whoh*  legislature  un«hr  \ 
law  siKth  as  that  existing  in    Iowa  vote  for  a  man  he  is  elected,  thou^li  one  of  tht  •">- 
ordinate  branches  of  that   legislature  may  not  vote  for  him,  and  may,  :is  a  IhmIv.  rfi'i** 
to  g<»  into  an  election.     Sir,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  principle  of  law  which  has.   1  think,  n«n-v 
i'cption  that  where  two  integral  bodies  are  authorized  to  do  an  a<'t  it  i-annot  Im' liit:.' 
without  tlie  consent  of  those  two  integnil  bodies.     They  must  lM)th  l>e   i)r«*.M.'nt  an*! .»  " 
in  the  matter  or  thtrre  can   be  no  validity  in  the  act  done.     This  is  a  univ«>rs;il  la\^      i 
can  <'all  t(»  mind  no  case  where  a  contrary  princi))le  ]>revails,  whether  relating  to  h-;:r-Ie 
tive  a<'tion  j)r  cor|M)rate  ac^tion.      In<lee<l,  in  reference  to  cor}M>r.itious  it  has  Ikh'H  <1<<  .■1«-1 
over  and  over  again  that  where  there  are  two  integral  ImmUcs  who  must  <?oncur  in  aa.n: 
they  must  Inith  be  present  and  act  njion  the  matter  as  IkmIics,  not  us  indiviihials/* 

[ICxtriK't  from  Mju'ech  of  Mr..Srw«r(l  delivered  Juiniary  9,  lS57,] 

"The  obje(*tions  rest  on  these  gnmnds: 

"Kirst.  That  the  legislature  of  h)wa  consists  of  two  co-onlinate  hnuiches. 

"Se<-ond.  Tliat  it  can  <lo  ih» valid  a<'t  without  the  co-ordination  and  (*o-o|M*n)tion  of  Ihi'I: 
of  thos<'  branches,  each  ac-ting,  orat  least  appeiiring  in  the  transaction  distinetlv  i>v  .i 
majority  of  this  bninch.  or  a  (luorum  of  it.  '. 

*'  I  think  the  objection  is  unsound.  The  legislatureof  Iowa  sustains  douhle  relation*'— 
one  a  local  one,  as  the  law-making  authority  ot"  Iowa;  the  other,  Kedersil,  an  ele<ti.:.il 
college  to  choose  Senators  in  Ccmgress  from  Iowa.  In  the  one  relation,  it  aei.<>«  exelu- 
sively  under  the  constitution  of  Iowa;  in  the  other,  exclusively  un<ler  the  C-onstituii>iu 
of  the  Cnited  States.  I  may  concede  that  in  the  tbrmer  relation  it  must  act  hv  in«li- 
pendent  eo-<»|)eration  or  coordination  of  both  houses  in  all  crises. 

*'  I  admit  that  the  legulations,  which  aie  under  review,  do  re<|uire  the  two  Iioum*^  t'» 
resolve  them.M'lves  into  one  couimon  body,  in  whi<*h  the  se]mrate  identity  or  intli\id:i 
ality  of  those  separate  branelus  is  extinguished,  for  the  puriM>s<>  of  dxNisin^  n  S«-iiator  m 
Congress.  And  that,  when  the  merger  has  1  wen  made,  and  the  convention  eckustiinit-*!, 
it  is  indeiH'ndenl  of  each  of  the  two  branches,  and  as  to  that  transaction  HU|K*rsi.iie.'«  thua 
lH)th,  and  cannot  be  terminated  or  arrested  by  its  own  act.  or  by  the  etMicurrent  ainl 
co-ordinate  action  of  the  two  houses,  being  a  creation  of  lM)th. 

"In  this  view,  the  apfKraranceof  the  .senators  in  their  collective  nipaeity  at  thecou^ni- 
tion  was  merely  formal,  proiM'r  in  itsidf,  but  of  no  essi'utiai  value;  and  the  failure  of  the 
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•senators  to  practice  the  same  form  cannot  vitiate  the  election,  nor  can  the  subsequent 
protest  of  the  senate. 

"  It  is  alleged  that  such  a  complete  extinguishing  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  is 
unconstitutional. 

''  But  it  is  too  late  to  raise  that  question.  Legislatures  in  the  States  are  divided  into 
two  distinct  houses,  whose  meiubers  differ  generally  in  qualifications  or  in  terms  of  serv- 
ice, to  secure  delay  and  deliberation  and  moderate  collision  in  acts  of  legislation.  But 
this  very  delay,  delil>eration,  and  collision  practically  disiiualifiessuch  bodies  from  acting 
as  an  electoral  college. 

"It  was  found  necessary  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  bring- 
ing the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  to  an  agreement  in  that  case. 

"The  expedient  adopted  was  the  simple  one,  probably  the  only  practicable  one,  of 
merging  the  two  houses  into  one,  for  this  purpose.  The  expedient  has  been  adopted  in 
nearly  all  the  States,  and  is  used  either  in  the  first  instance,  as  in  Iowa,  or  a  last  alterna- 
tive, in  Ciise  of  disaj^reeinent,  as  in  Xew  York,  Georgia,  and  Virginia.  It  has  beena<!qui- 
est'fd  in  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stiites  from  the  first,  and  is  therefore  settled  and 
constitutional. 

' '  Xor  is  it  without  reason.  The  legislature  of  a  State  is  merely  a  college  of  suffragans 
interposed  between  the  Senate  of  tlie  Unit^jd  States  and  the  people  of  the  States.  The 
choice  of  the  legislature  is  the  indirect  choice  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

**  The  function  of  choice  is  in  no  sense  one  of  a  legislative  nature.  It  is  an  extra-legis- 
lative act,  an  executive  transii(ti<m,  an  action,  so  to  sj)eak,  ex  offivio.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  gives  supreme  right  to  Congress  to  prescribe  in  what  manner  the 
legislature  of  a  Stiite  sliall  perform  that  act  independently  of  all  State  constitutions. 

•  *  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  prac*  Seal  ly  waived  this  right,  and  devolved  that 
duty  on  the  legislature  of  Iowa,  as  it  was  aut  i  »rized  to  do  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

''The  manner  prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  Iowa  does  not  conflict  with  any  article  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  would  not  be  at  all  affected  by  any  conflict 
with  the  constitution  of  Iowa,  insomuch  as  no  control  over  the  subject  whatever  resides 
in  the  people  of  Iowa  by  whom  the  constitution  was  made. 

"Mr.  President,  this  transaction  is  a  judicial  one.  I  have  approached  it,  I  trust,  free 
from  partiality  or  prejudice.  The  question  is  an  important  one.  The  decision  may  be 
drawn  into  a  precedent  to  affect  hereafter  the  rights  of  sixty  States,  and  the  safety,  wel- 
fare, and  union  of  this  confederate  Republic  hundreds  of  years  hence,  when  this  people 
shall  number,  not  as  now  by  tens,  but  by  hundreds  of  millions. 

"I  therefore  confine  my  judgment  to  this  case  as  it  stands  on  the  facts.  I  do  not  pre- 
judge other  cases  which  shall  present  other  facts,  nor  lay  down  principles  for  other  and 
extreme  cases.  I  can  foresee  possible  abuses  to  come  from  a  misapplication  of  the  prin- 
ciples I  have  adopted.  But  abuses  will  attach  themselves  to  all  principles  as  barnacles 
will  to  the  smoothest  and  strongest  bottoms. 

*'  I  repose  on  my  conclusion  with  the  more  confidence  beciiuse  it  is  one  which  tends  to 
secure  the  .Senate,  and  through  it  the  Federal  Government,  against  the  efforts  of  faction 
and  of  ambition  to  disoqfpanize  the  Union  and  subvert  the  republican  Government  here, 
which  is  the  chief  guarantee  of  civilization  everywhere." 

Saturday,  March  3,  1855. 

The  President  pro  tempore  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the  president  of  the  senate 
of  Iowa,  accompanied  by  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  that  State,  relative  to  the  joint  con- 
vention alleged  to  have  been  held  by  the  general  assembly  of  Iowa  far  the  election  of  an 
associate  judge  and  a  United  States  Senator;  which  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  DccemJter  3,  1855. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa,  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan,  chosen  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa  "  to  represent"  the  said  State  '*in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States;"  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  communi- 
cated March  3,  1855,  were  read. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  Mr.  Harlan,  and  he  took  his  seiit  in 
the  Senate. 

[These  resolutions  are  found  in  the  report  of  the  committee  given  below.] 

Thursday,  Au^usd  14,  1856. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa,  that  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan,  of 
Iowa,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  Iowa  relative  to  his  election  as  a  Senator  from 
that  State,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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Ordered^  That  the  further  considc^ration  of  the  niotiou  be  postponed  to  and  madi:  tfci 
special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

[HcTiiiirks  in  regard  to  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  coiniuittee  are  found  on  p^r 
2098  of  tlie  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  Ist  seas.  34th  Cong.,  1855— '56.] 

Friday,  August  15,  \^^. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hunter  that  the  special  order  of  the  day  be  postponed,  and  thji 
the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  201)  making  appropriatioD$  liir 
certain  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  *M}th  of  Jane,  Ir^T,  it 
was  determined  in  the  allirmative — yciis  27,  nays  19. 

[The  vote  may  be  found  on  page  593  of  Senate  Journal,  Ist  and  2d  sess.  34th  Con^.. 
18.")5-'r>(i.] 

[A  debate  on  the  subject  of  postiwnement  is  found  on  pages  2129  and  2 130  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe,  part  3,  Ist  sess.  34th  Cong.,  1855-'56.] 

Monday,  Utcrmher  15,  ia56. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considemtion  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Iowa,  tbr 
14th  of  August  last,  to  refer  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan  to  the  Committer 
on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Biiyard  to  amend  the  motion  by  striking  out  **  to  the  Cominittw  on 
the  Judiciary  "  and  inserting  "a  select  committee," 

The  question  was  put  on  referring  the  siime  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  aod  \i 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  13. 

[The  vote  is  found  on  page  42  of  the  Senate  Journal,  3d  sess.  34th  Cong.,  165(>-*57.] 

So  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan,  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  be  ns 
ierred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[A  statement  of  the  fiicts  of  the  ciuse  by  Mr.  Harlan,  also  a  debate  on  the  qae«tioB 
whether  the  subject  should  more  properly  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  or  t<»a 
select  committee,  are  found  on  pages  112-117  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  3d  sess.  34th 
Cong.,  185(>-'57.] 

Monday,  January  5,  li?o7. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Iowa,  reported  the  following 
resolution: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  the  aforesaid  gentleman  be  declared  vacant." 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  printed. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTKE. 

[The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  consisted  of  Messrs.  Bntler  (chairman),  Toucey.  Baj- 
ard,  Geyer,  Toombs,  and  Pugh. 

In  thk  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
January  5,  18i37. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Butler  made  the  following  report: 

The  CoDimittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
James  Harlan  and  the  protest  of  the  senate  of  Iowa,  have  had  the  same  under  considrr- 
atioii,  and  submit  the  following  statement: 

The  following  procfudings  were  had  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa  in  the  elet"- 
tion  of  a  United  States  Senator: 

Saturday,  December  9,  1854. 

*'  lUmlved  {the  sniatc  concurring).  That  the  house  of  representatives  will  meet  the 
senate  in  the  hall  of  the  house  on  Tuesday  next  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  i;f 
electing  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  and  judges  of  the  supreme  court. 

**On  motion, 

**The  resolution  wjw  laid  on  the  table." 

Decehbbb  12,  1854. 

Resolution  fixin)»  the  time  for  the  election  of  a  United  States  Senator  was  taken  up 
and  amended  so  lus  to  fix  Friday,  the  loth  instant,  as  the  day  for  an  election. 

''.Mess;ige  from  the  senate,  by  Mr.  liankin,  their  secretary: 

"  Mr.  Spk.aker:  I  am  instructed  by  the  senate  to  inform  the  house  that  the  senate 
has  concurred  in  the  house  resolution  to  go  into  joint  ballot  on  Friday,  the  15th  Instant, 
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for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  United  States  Senator  and  supreme  judges,  with  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  viz:  To  strike  out  the  words  '  Friday,  the  Idth  instant,  at  2 
o'clock,'  and  insert  this:  *  Wednesday  evening,  at  2.30  o'clock.' 

**  Agreed  to. 

*'  Joint  convention  of  the  two  houses;  the  president  of  the  senate  acting  as  president 
of  the  convention,  and  the  clerk  of  the  house  acting  as  secretary." 

On  motion,  the  convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  United  States  Senator  for 
six  years,  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

* '  The  president  appointed  Mr.  Workman  teller  on  the  part  of  the  senate.  The  speaker 
appointed  Mr.  Kinert  teller  on  the  part  of  the  house." 

The  convention  proceeded  to  a  vote,  which  resulted  in  no  choice. 

The  convention  proceeded  to  a  second  ballot,  which  resulted  in  no  choice. 

The  convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

DscsMfiSB  14,  1854. 

By  order  of  the  president  the  roll  of  the  convention  was  callDd. 
Same  tellers  as  yesterday. 

Motion  to  adjourn  until  Thursday  next  at  10  o'clock. 
Motion  prevailed. 

**The  president  announced  the  convention  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Thurs» 
day,  December  21." 

Thursday,  December  21,  1854. 

Joint  convention  of  the  two  houses;  the  president  of  the  senate  acting  as  president 
of  the  convention,  and  the  clerk  of  the  house  acting  as  secretary. 

Same  tellers  acting. 

The  president  having  announced  the  purposes  of  the  convention,  and  directed  the  roll 
to  be  called — 

**  The  convention  proceeded  to  vote  for  a  United  States  Senator  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March  next." 

After  several  ballots  without  making  a  choice,  the  convention  adjourned  nntil  the  5tlk 
day  of  January,  1855. 

Fbiday,  January  5,  1855. 
Convention  met. 

The  president  announced  the  purposes  of  the  convention. 

After  several  ineffectual  ballots,  on  motion,  the  convention  a^onmed  until  to-mor-^ 
row  morning  10  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  6, 1855. 

**  It  being  the  hour  of  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  speaker  of  the  house  announc^  the  same,, 
and  the  special  order  to  be  a  joint  convention  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 
pursuant  to  adjournment,  for  the  purposes  of  electing  a  United  States  Senator  and  judg& 
of  the  supreme  court. 

**  A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  senate,  and  inform  that  bodjr 
that  the  house  of  representatives  was  now  ready  to  receive  the  senate  in  joint  conven- 
tion," &c. 

**The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  senate  reported  that  they  had  discharged 
that  duty,  by  proceeding  to  the  senate  chamber  and  delivering  their  message,  and  in- 
forming the  secretary  of  the  senate  thereof;  that  the  secretary  informed  the  committee 
that  the  senate  had  adjourned  over  to  Monday  next. 

*'  A  number  of  the  members  of  the  senate  entered  the  hall  of  the  house  without  their 
president  and  took  their  seats. 

'*The  speaker  announced  that  the  ioint  convention  of  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives was  now  in  session,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  for  the  purposes  of  electing  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  and  a  United  States  Senator. 

"  .Mr.  Samuels  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  to  wit:  Was  the  joint  convention  properly 
convened?    The  speaker  announced  that  the  convention  had  now  convened. 

**  Mr.  Samuels  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  speaker,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  insiste<l  on  his  appeal  being  decided  only  by  the  house  of  representatives. 

**The  roll  of  the  joint  convention  was  called,  and  the  following  members  of  the  conven- 
tion answered  to  tlieirnanies,  being  a  majority  of  both  branches  of  the  general  assembly. 

riTere  follow  the  names  of  fifty-seven  members.] 

"  Those  members  of  the  convention  and  members  of  the  hoase  of  representatives,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Franklin,  excused,  who  did  not  answer  to  their  names  refused  to  answer,  or 
retired  from  the  hall  during  the  call  of  the  roll. 

"The  speaker  announced  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  being 
present,  that  there  was  a  quorum  of  the  joint  convention  now  convened,  pursuant  to  ad- 
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Jonminent,  and  that  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Hamaels  could  not  be  taken  to  the  members  o/ 
the  houiie  of  repre»eutative«  only. 

**Oq  motion  of  Senator  A nder»on,  William  W.  Hamilton^  a  senator  from  Dubaqac 
Coanty,  woh  elected  president  pro  tempore  of  the  convention. 

**  The  prirsident  of  the  Rcuate  Htill  being  alMent, 

"  The  M|>i*aker  of  the  houHC  of  represientutives  in  his  chair,  and  the  clerk  of  the  house 
of  repre»eut^itiveH  acting  as  Mecretary  of  the  joint  convention, 

**The  roll  of  the  convention  was  called,  and  the  following  members  of  the  convention 
did  not  answer  to  their  names,  to  wit. 

[Men*  foll<m'  the  namt^  of  forty-four  memliers.] 

•*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ku.viell, 

'*The  Her}reant-at>armH  was  directed  to  notify  members  of  the  convention  who  had  not 
anrtwere<l  to  their  name»  that  the  convention  was  now  convened,  and  to  request  their 
attendance. 

"SiMiators  K'amsay  and  Thurston  apiM'ared  on  the  lhK»r  of  the  convention  and  desired 
to  Im*  (t)ii.Hi(h'n'<l  i\A  not  a<-tin;^  in  the  convention. 

"The  H«'i>;«'aut-at-arin'#  re|M»rted  that  he  h:ul  iwrfornicil  his  duty,  as  required  by  the 
-cooNcntion;  that  a  fe\\  of  the  nienilH>rH  he  could  not  find. 

**()!i  motion  of  Mr.  (*«»nkey, 

**  Further  priM-ctMlin^  inid<T  the  c:ill  were  ili-iM-nsiMl  with. 

**  Mr.  Workman,  teller  on  the  p;irt  of  the  si-nate,  being  ab>ent, 

**  Mr.  Ne*-dtiam  w;iM  ap|N)iiited  in  hi.s  stead. 

Mr.  Kinert  acting  ii.s  teller  on  the  part  of  the  h<m.He. 

The  convention  prinveded  to  the  election  of  a  second  associate  Judge  of  the  supreme 
<rourt;*'  after  which  "the  convention  pnK»et»<le<l  to  the  elet*tion  of  a  United  StatesSrn- 
utor  for  tht>  State  of  Iowa  for  the  term  of  six  yearn  fn>m  and  after  the  4th  of  March 
iiext.     ♦     *     * 

•*  Mr.  Anderson  nominat4Ml  ,lam(*s  Harlan,  of  Henrv  Conntv. 

'  •  • 

**  The  conventiiu)  priM'et*de<l  t4>  vote  for  a  I'niteii  States  Senator,  being  the  ninth  vote, 
which  reisulted  :im  follows: 

*'  Thone  v«iting  for  .lames  Harlan  were — 

[Here  follow  the  nam«M  of  tit(y-two  nienil)en*.  ] 

**  McMsrs  (-lark,  of  Marion,  and  .Vi>ely  vote<i  for  IWrnhart  Henn;  Mr.  McAchimn  Totad 
for  Wm.  McKay;  Mr.  Witter  vot<*<l  for  Jami'M  (rrant.  .lames  Harlun  having  received  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  (>ast  iuid  a  majority  of  the  whole  numl>er  of  the  nieniliera  of  the 
ICenenil  asMMuhly,  wuMdeelare<l  duly  elect<Hl  a  Senator  of  the  I'nited  States  for  the  State 
of  Iowa  for  the  terniof  six  vt^ant  fn»m  and  alter  the  4th  d;iv  of  March  next. 

"  The  (-ertiticiite  <»f  el(M'ti<ui  w:is  maile  out  and  duly  attested  in  the  presence  of  tba 
c«>u\«ntion,*'  «Stc.     •     ♦    • 

•  

Hall  op  tiik  HotsK  of  KErKOKNTATivEa, 

January  6,  1865. 

T\\\n  will  (*ertify  that,  at  an  election  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  in 
joint  <-<mvention,  on  Saturday,  the  <{th  <lay  of  January.  A.  I).  iHoo,  James  Harlaa  was 
duly  eliM-tiMl  a  .Senator  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the 
tenu  of  MIX  yearn  from  and  ailer  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

WILLIAM  W.  HAMILTON, 

/  VfstV/ml  pro  IfMpsni. 
KEUBEN  NOKLE, 
Speaker  of  ike  House  of  Repretemtmiimi. 
Atte.st: 

JOHN  R.  NEEDHAM, 
DAVID  KINEKT. 

TWIcrs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hills,  the  joint  convention  adjoume<l  nine  die,  and  the  memben  of 
the  senate  retire*!. — Jourmai  of  ike  Uoute  of  HeprrMHttitiviB  of  tht  Stair  of  Iowa, 

Monday  Mokninq,  Jamuarjfd^  1856w 

Mr.  CoollKiuj^h  offere<l  the  followinf^: 

**  Whereiis  it  is  reported  that  the  journal  of  the  houne  of  repn's<>ntatives,  as  read  tllia 
fiioniinic  in  tht*  prvM*n<*eof  the  hou«e.  allet^es  that  a  joint  c«>n\ention  of  the  Keneral  aasem* 
t»ly  of  this  State  was  held  in  th**  hall  of  the  hon>4«>  on  .^atunlay.  the  lith  instant;  and, 

"  Wiiere^M  it  isall(*K«il  in  suid  journal  that  .-^iid  joint  iimventmn  pns ceded  toeled  otta 
Noriuaii  W.  Isl>ell  as  an  associate  ju«lge  of  tbe  supreme  court  of  this  Staleand  one  Jl 
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a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of 

i^t:  Therefore. 

ii)€d^  That  inasmuch  as  the  senate  has  no  knowledge  of  any  such  joint  conven- 

iid  not  participate  in  the  proceedings,  therefore  it  hereby  protests  against  the 

^e  said  so-aiUed  joint  convention,  and  declares  the  same  to  be  void  and  of  no 

dved,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolution  be  signed  by  the  president  and 
to  by  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  be  presented  to  the  governor  of  this  State, 
a  copy  forwarded  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
request  to  lay  the  same  before  that  body." 

she  adoption  of  which,  the  yeas  and  nays,  being  demanded,  were  ordered,  and 
bllows — yeas  17,  nays  14. 
mble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. — Journal  of  the  senate  of  the  Slate  of  lovja^ 


A.'S  ACT  to  provide  for  the  election  of  United  States  Senators  and  other  officers. 

N  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  Vie  general  asHembly  of  the  State  of  lovoa^  That  at  each  and 
iar  session  of  the  general  aAsembly  of  this  State  next  preceding  the  expiration 

0  lA^iistitutional  term  of  service  of  a  United  States  Senator,  or  at  any  session  when 

?y  shall  exist,  at  an  hour  to  be  designated  by  a  resolution  of  either  branch,  with 

urrence  of  tlie  other  branch  of  the  general  assembly,  the  members  of  both  houses 

ohall  meet  in  convention  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the  pur- 

"  electing  a  Senator  or  Senators  by  joint  vote,  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of 

ited  States,  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

2.  The  president  of  the  senate,  or  in  his  absence  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  rep- 
uitives,  shall  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the  convention;  and  in  the  absence 
th  a  president  ^ro  tempore  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  vote. 

3.  At  any  time  prior  to  meeting  in  convention  as  aforesaid,  after  the  time  for 
has  been  designated  as  aforesaid,  each  bi^nch  of  the  general  assembly  shall  ap- 

teller,  and  the  two  tellers  thus  appointed  shall  act  as  judges  of  the  election. 
3.  rr.  The  secretary  of  the  senate  and  the  chief  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives 
each  keep  a  fair  and  correct  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  which 
be  entered  upon  the  journals  of  each  branch  of  the  general  asseuibly.     The  chief 
of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  act  as  secretary  to  the  convention. 

5.  The  names  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly  shall  be  arranged  by  the 
b«»ry  in  alphabetical  order,  and  each  member  shall  vote  in  the  order  in  which  his 

1  stands  when  thus  arranged. 

6.  When  the  convention  shall  be  organized  as  aforesaid  the  members  present 
proceed  to  choose  viva  voce  a  Senator  or  Senators,  as  the  case  may  be.  to  represent 

?tate  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.     The  name  of  the  person  voted  for  and  of 

»ers  voting  shall  be  entered  in  writing  by  the  tellers,  who  shall,  after  the  sec- 

f  oxuiM  have  called  the  names  of  the  members  a  second  time,  and  the  name  of  the 

n  for  which  each  member  has  voted,  report  to  the  president  of  the  convention  the 

of  votes  given  for  each  candidate. 

7.  If  neither  of  the  candidates  shall  receive  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
^resent  a  second  poll  may  be  taken,  and  so  from  time  to  time  until  some  one  of  the 
<  kll  receive  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  members  present. 

u.  jiA  i/he  election  shall  not  be  completed  at  the  first  meeting  the  president  shall 
un  the  convention  whenever  and  to  such  time  as  a  majority  of  the  members  then 
nt  shall  determine;  and  so  from  time  to  time,  until  some  one  of  the  candidates  shall 
ire  a  majority  as  aforesaid. 

D.  9.  When  any  person  shall  have  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  aforesaid  the 
lent  of  the  convention  shall  declare  him  to  be  duly  elected  a  Senator  to  represent 
state  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and  he  shall  in  the  presence  of  the  mem- 
>f  both  houses  sign  two  certificates  of  election,  attested  by  the  tellers,  one  of  which 
all  transmit  to  the  governor,  and  the  remaining  one  shall  be  preserved  among  the 
is  of  the  convention  and  entered  at  length  on  the  journals  of  each  house  or  the 
al  assembly. 

:.  10.  Upon  the  reception  of  said  certificate  the  governor  shall  cause  a  credential  to 
ideout,  with  the  great  seal  of  the  State  affixed  thereto,  and  cause  it  to  be  delivered 
2h  Senator-elect,  which  credential  shall  be  in  form  ibllowing.  ' 
ere  follows  the  form  of  the  credential.] 

[Laws  of  Iowa,  1817,  pages  92  and  93.1 

i  Constitution  of  the  United  States  contains  the  following  provision  in  reference  to 
ection  of  United  States  Senators: 

Kc.  4.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Represent- 
SEC U 
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stives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  legislature  fchereof,  bat  the  CoDgress  nat 
at  any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  such  regolations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  diooBiig 
Senators." 

And  the  clause  under  which  the  committee  are  acting  as  to  the  qnalificatum  of  tk 
gentleman  is  as  follows: 

**  Sec.  5.  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  electioiiB,  retama,  and  qnalificatioiiiaf 
ite  own  members."    *    ♦    ♦ 

State  of  Iowa,  totrii: 

The  general  assembly  of  this  State,  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  one  thonaand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-live,  having,  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  chosen  James  Harlan  a  Senator  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  I,  James  W.  Grimes,  governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  do  by  these  presents  ceitiiT 
the  same  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  band  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  this  twentieth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

[L.  8.]  JAMES  W.  GRIMES. 

By  the  governor: 

GEORGE  W.  McCLEARY, 

Secretary  of  SUte, 

The  foregoing  statement  of  facts  and  recital  of  clauses  of  laws  and  the  ConstitntioD 
present  all  the  questions  involved  in  the  controversy  growing  out  of  the  contested  ekc- 
tion  under  consideration.  From  the  view  which  a  majority  of  the  oommittee  have  taken 
of  these  questions,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  sitting  member  (Mr.  Har- 
lan) has  not  been  duly  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  luwa. 
Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  the  aforesaid  gentleman  be  declared  vacant. 

A.  P.   BUTLER, 

Chairvuui. 

Tuesday,  January  6,  1857. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Iowa; 
and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  poetr 
poned  until  half-past  12  o'clock  to-morrow,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

After  debate. 

An  amendment  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Toombs, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weller, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  nntil  to-mor- 
row. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  23^-247  of  the  CoDgressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Wednesday,  January  7,  1857. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committ«e 
on  the  Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlim,  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Iowa;  and, 

After  debate  and  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  the  Senate  a^jonmed. 

[The  de))ate  is  continued  on  pages  248-257  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in 
the  head-note.  1 

Pbiday,  January  9,  1857. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  theCJommitteeon 
the  Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Uarlan,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Iowa;  and, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mallory,  the  Senate  acUoumed. 

[The  debate  is  continued  on  pages  260-270  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in 
the  head-note.] 

Monday,  January  12,  1857. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  oo 
the  Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Toombs  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  wofd 
•*  resolved  "  and  inserting: 

*'  That  James  Harlan  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a  Senator  from  lowai" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  27. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bell  of  New  Hampshire,  Bell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Brown,  Collamer,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Houston,  Pugh, 
Seward,  Slidell,  Toombs,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Beniamin,  Biggs,  Bigler, 
Butler,  Cass,  Clay,  Comegys,  Crittenden,  Dodge,  Evans,  Fitzpatrick,  Geyer,  Hunter, 
Iverson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mai  lory.  Mason,  Pratt,  fieid.  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Stuart,  Toucey, 
Weller,  and  Wright. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  resolution  was  amended  to  read: 

^^Besolvedj  That  the  seat  of  the  Hon.  James  Harlan  be  declared  vacant." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas 
28,  nays  18. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Biggs,  Big- 
ler, Butler,  Cass,  Clay,  Comegys,  Crittenden,  Dodge,  Evans,  Fitzpatrick,  Geyer,  Hunter, 
Iverson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  Mason,  Pearce,  Pratt,  Reid,  Husk,  Sebastian,  Stuart, 
Toucey,  Weller,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bell  of  New  Hampshire,  Bell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Brown,  Collamer,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Houston,  Pugh, 
Seward,  Slidell,  Toombs,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

[The  debate  is  concluded  on  pages  287-299  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in 
the  head-note.] 
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[Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-fiAh  Congresses.] 

FITCn  AND  BRIGHT,  and  LANP:  and  McCARTT, 

of  Indiana. 

Ff'hruary  4,  IWT.Gmhftm  N.  Fitch  wan  ele<Hcd  Henntor  by  the  lefciMlntiire  of  Indiana  for  the  term 
cn<hnK  Mttnh  3.  lHfll.nn<l  .U-wk*  1).  liriKht  for  the  Ivnn  (ii<JiuK  MhixIi  3,  lh63.  Febriiar>' 9.  IHJiT. Mr. 
Fitih'i  rr«Ml<«nlmU  wrro  prfH»'tit»*<l,uii(l  iit  the  miuie  time  n  prol«*Mt  of  nienilH*rN  of  the  icirinlnture 
aKHin*«t  tilt'  li'jfiilily  of  the  I'lrction.  Aftor  dolmto  tin  tlie  prima  facie  riKl>t  i>f  Mr.  Fitch  to  the  M*at, 
he  WU.H  ndiiittliMl.  Hiid  hJM  crcdcntinln  and  the  prot(*?*t  were  referred  to  tlic  Coinniittce  on  the  Judi- 
ciarv.  Tin*  i^roiiitd  of  tlie  ptiiteMl  wan  tiiiit  thene  Senutoni  were"  not  elected  Ity  the  lesiiilature  of 
In<hiii)a,  hut  liy  H  convtHiilioii  of  H  |Mtrtion  of  the  niend>en«  thereof,  not  authorize*!  hy  any  law  of 
the  State,  by  re«>ohition  adopteil  hy  the  h'){i**lAture,  or  \ty  any  provi^iiui  of  the  ConHtitutiun  of  tlM 
V'nited  .^iute<«."  It  iip|>eam  t  hut  then*  waj«  no  law  in  Iniliana  providiuK  for  the  time,  pla^-e.orman- 
ner  o(  «U*ctiitK  S^-nutorM.  There  w»i"«  a  cliitme  in  the  .*^tate  iH>nHtitution  nuikniK  it  the  duty  of  the 
•IMraker  of  the  hou*^<  of  reprem^nlativt-^n  to  ft|M>n  and  puhlinh  the  vote?<  for  K^^vtruor  and  iieutenant- 
ipovernor  in  the  preKeu(*e  of  Inith  houMer*  of  tliv  f^'neral  aiiHcnihiy.  January  I'J,  IsTtT.the  two  houMM 
met  fi»r  thi*  purp«»fM'.  a  majority  of  )>olh  )ion*te««  iH'in^  present.  At  the  cIom*  of  thi<4  huHin4*mi  the  pro- 
•idiUK  o(11i-i*r  a<ljf>urn«Mi  the  conveutton  [Mt  culled)  until  Fehruarv  2.  Meantime  the  i*cnate  iiaimed  • 
reM>lutiou  prote<*tn)K  a^aiu'^t  lliii*  priM-«'edinKan<l  diftclaimiiiR  all  conneetion  with  the  mx-alletl con- 
vention. A  minority  <»f  the  Neuate.  hut  a  nuijority  of  the  uienitMrni  coni|H»HlnK  the  two  houaea, at- 
tended the  adjourned  inectinK.  and  after  a  Aul><<e()uent  adjournntent  elected  MenNm.  Pitch  and 
Bright  aj«  Seuttlon*.  Fehruary  2»i  an<i  March  13. 1M57.  the  committee  reportc*!  rem>lution«  that  Mr. 
Fitch  and  the  |H*n*onfi  pri>te*«tinK  n^iinnt  hiw  election  be  pennitted  to  take  tcMimony  on  dinputed 
facta.  l>«H*emlN>r  17.  lH57.the  credentialnof  Mr.  Iiri(;ht,  who  had  taken  \\\n  seat  March  4,  were  re- 
ferred, together  with  the  cre^lentialn  of  Mr.  Fitch,  to  the  name  committee.  January  21,  ISEhH^tbe 
c«>mniitt(*<*  :iK*>i»  re|Mirt<*d  a  rt'^olution  that  the  fiittiuK  membcm  and  the  perxonn  prote«tinK  be  pei^ 
mitteil  to  t:ike  te^tiniony.  January  25  the  minority  of  the  committee  re|>orte<l  aKAinnt  the  adoptioa 
of  the  re«M>lution  on  the  ground  that  the  election  wan  "obvi<iUfily  illetcal.*'  The  reiiohition  pAMcd 
the  .*<«'i»utc  Kehruary  l»»,  IVvs.  May  21.  l>wV<.  the  connuittee  reported  the  tentinumy  and  the  reaululion 
that  the  «i!tiiiK  nienilH>m  were  entitled  to  their  watJ*.     The  remtlution  wa<<aKree<l  to  June  12,  IMSM. 

January  24.  isM.  a  nietiioria!  of  the  State  of  Indiana  wait  prem*nted  repreM*ntln|C  tliat  it  waa  the 
wmhofthe  .State  that  Henry  S.  I^ne  an<l  William  Monrtie  Mci'arty  be  admittcMl  to  sratainthe 
Benntc  an  the  only  Icically  <'hoM*n  Senator*.  Fehrtiary  S.  IKVJ.  the  Coniniittf^  on  the  Judietary, 
to  whom  wen*  n'ferreuthe  memorial.  re|M>rted  that  there  wan  no  vacancy  in  the  H<*nate  from  the 
State  r»f  Indiana,  and  thai  the  election  of  MeiMtra.  Ijine  and  Mc<'arty  waa  void  ;  thai  the  lr((ifdature 
of  Indiana  pon*i«*<*«ed  no  authority  to  reviM*  the  d4*ci<ii<in  of  the  Senate  of  the  Tnited  Slateaon  the 
riKhl  of  Me<*%n*  Fitch  anti  Itriuht  to  the  M*ut«.  a  dect^iou  which  wan  final  and  made  hy  an  autliority 
ha\  liiK  e«clu«iive  jurimliction.  and  a^keil  tol*eex<uM'<l  fn»m  llie  further  conaiderat  ion  of  the  aiihject. 
February  3,  1•^V.<,  the  nnntirit>  re|Mtrted  that  the  former  decision  of  the  H<*nate  waa  not  nrrr anerlly 
final :  that  under  the  cinuni«lan<<«>««  the  *uhji>ct  f>liould  Im*  re-examined  ;  and  that  if  the  Senate  altould 
find  that  MetMr"!  I.Mne  ai.d  .MH 'art  v  were  legally  elected,  they  idiould  lie  admiltecl  to  the  aenta.  Feb> 
niary  II.  |h.VjI,  the  Senate  aureed  to  the  n*iMirtof  tlie  c«>mniittee  and  reHolvetl  that  the  deeiaion  of 
June  12.  KVt.  nlllruitnK  the  HKht  of  .Me^n»  Fitch  and  llri|{ht  to  their  iteata.  "  wa«  a  final  deeiaion  of 
all  tlie  pn*mi«»e«  then  in  contro^emy,  and  conclumixe.  an  well  u|M>nthe  leKiMlalure  of  Indiana, mmI All 
perth>ni«  clainiiUK  under  ii«  authority,  afi  u|M>n  the  .Senatora  named  in  the  rcAolution." 

The  hintory  of  the  en«*«*  here  ^iven  «-«»n<ti«tt  of  a  tran<H-ript  of  the  pn>ct*e<iinir*  of  the  Senate  reltt^ 
tnK  t«>  it  from  the  .^Miaie  Journaln.  .3<1  •«'<«•  .'ilth  Couk  .  'at  aeaa.  35th  Conn;.,  and  2d  aeaa.  86tb  Con|[., 
toicfther  w  ith  ii'rtaui  of  Ihr  n*|Mitt^  made  in  the  caiM*. 

SiM-«ial  referenct'A  to  the  delmte*!  found  in  the  ( 'ouKrewiional  Globe  of  the  8d  aeae.  of  S4th  €V>n|t. 
anti  the  35(h  Cunjc-.  are  in<H*rttHi  l>elow,  and  a|ie<ial  referencca  to  all  Uio  reports  are  given  In  f(Do4> 
notca. 

[Third  scsnson  ol  the  Thirty-fourth  Congress.] 

Monday,  /Vfrnuiyy  9,  18S7. 

Mr.  nH^ht  prra«*ntcil  the  crr<)cntia]M  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  elected  a  Sriiator 
hy  the  le^i'^lature  of  Indiana,  to  m*T\e  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  until  the  4tb 
day  of  March,  1»m;1:  \vhi«h  w<»re  read. 

Mr.  r>rigtit  Mit»iiiittc<l  the  folhiwing  ref«o1ntion  for  consideration: 

**  Htmttud,  That  the  PrD*i(lcnt  do adniiniMer  the  oath  re<|uired  hj  the  laws  to  Graham 
N.  Fit»h  aa  a  Senator  Inmi  the  State  of  Indiana.'* 

Mr.  Traiiilitill  |>reM*ntcfl  reMiltitiomt  of  the*  M>nate  of  the  »^tate  of  Indiana  reupccting 
the  rr<fnt  f^lc-t'tiofi  of  St'iuitom  hy  the  legiMlature  of  that  State,  and  a  protest  of  mem* 
hem  of  the  hotiM*  of  rrprfM'ntativca  of  the  Stutt*  of  Indiana  ngnin^t  the  legality  of  the 
elct-tion  ol  the  Hon.  .I«*«v*(*  I>.  Hiight  and  the  Hon.  (iraham  N.  Fitch  as  Senators  in  tlie 
Congr<<M  <d  the  I'nited  Statea;  which  were  read;  and, 

Altff  delate, 

Dn  nioti«>n  \*\  Mr.  Trtinditill  that  the  rredentinN.  the  rescdiition  unhmitted  by  Mr, 
Bright,  atid  the  r«-M>liitioii««  of  the  aenate  of  Iitdi:ina.  with  the  pn»te«t  of  nirmh«ni  of  the 
hoiiM*  <d  re|ri^«  nt:ltiv(•^  of  the  general  a^^4■nlhly  of  Imliaiia.  prr9ient«*d  hy  Mr.  TnimhiiU, 
be  relerrttl  tt>  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  it  was  determined  in  the  ncgatiTe-^ 
)-ea8  Iti,  nays  :CS. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Collamer,  Crittenden,  Fessenden,  Foot, 
Foster,  Hale,  Harlan,  Noiirse,  Seward,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Bayard,  Bell  of  Tennessee, 
Biggs,  Bigler,  Bright,  Brown,  Butler,  Cass,  Clay,  Dodge,  Evans,  Fitzpatrick,  Geyer, 
Green,  Hunter,  James,  Johnson,  Jones  of  Iowa,  Mallory,  Mason,  Pratt,  Pugh,  Reid, 
Rusk,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Toombs,  Toucey,  Weller,  and  Yulee. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  the  ffesolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Bright,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  Mr.  Fitch,  and  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

*«♦♦««* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rusk  that  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  senate  of  Indiana,  and  the  protest  of  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Indiana  respecting  the  recent  election  of  Senators  by  the  legislature  of  that  State, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stuart,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1915-210  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe, 
3d  sess.,  34th  Cong.,  185(i-'57  It  is  largely  on  the  prhna  facie  right  of  Mr.  Fitch  to  the 
seat.! 

Tuesday,  February  10,  1857. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rusk  to  refer  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  senate  of  Indiana  and 
the  protest  of  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  that  State  in  relation  to  the 
recent  election  of  Senators  by  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary; and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  210-215  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe, 
3d  sess.,  34th  Cong.,  1856-^57.  It  is  mainly  on  the  question  whether  the  credentials 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  or  to  a  select  committee.] 

Thursday,  February  12,  1857. 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  a  protest,  signed  by  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  Indiana,  against  the  legality  of  the  election  by  the  legislature  of  that  State  of  Jesse 
D.  Bright  and  Graham  N.  Fitch  as  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Fbiday,  February  20,  1857. 

Mr.  Trnmbnll  presented  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  and 
other  papers,  in  relation  to  the  recent  election  of  Senators  to  represent  that  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Thursday,  February  26,  1857»     • 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  a  petition  of  senators  and  representatives  of  the  legislature 
of  Indiana,  protesting  against  the  election  of  Graham  N.  Fitch  as  a  Senator  to  represent 
that  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Toombs,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  relerrea  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  as  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, the  proceedings  of  the  senate  of  Indiana,  and  the  protest  of  members  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  said  State  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch, 
submitted  a  report  (No.  427),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^^Rcsolvedy  That  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  a 
Senator  returned  and  admitted  to  his  seat  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  that  the  sitting 
member  and  all  persons  protesting  against  his  election  be  permitted  to  take  testimony 
on  the  allegations  of  the  protestants  and  the  sitting  member,  touching  all  matters  of 
fact  therein  contained,  before  any  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  courts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  first  giving  ten  days' 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  pfoceediug  in  some  public  gazette  printed  at  Indi- 
anapolis."* 

[A  short  debate  as  to  whether  the  resolution  is  a  privileged  question  or  not  is  found 
on  pages  907,  908  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  3d  sess.  34th  Cong.,  1856-^57.] 

♦This  report  is  found  in  Senate  Reports,  3d  sess.  34th  Cong.,  Report  No.  427.  It  is  not  printed 
here,  as  it  is  substantially  the  same  a.s  the  report  made  March  13, 1857,  on  thf  same  subject,  which  ig 
printed. 
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MoXDAY,  Mnrrh  %  1857. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Jnditiary  on  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  a  Semitor  from  the  State  of 
Indiana;  and 

Alter  delKite, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weller  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in  the  affinnatiTe— 
yeas  2^,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tmmbnll,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators presi-nt. 

Those  who  vote<l  in  the  affirmative  are  M(»ssra.  Adams,  Allen,  Bayanl,  Benjamin.  Biggs, 
Bmwn,  Butler,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Douglas,  Fitzpatrick,  Gwin,  Hunter,  Iverson,  James, 
Johiistm.  Mason,  Fearce,  Pratt,  Pugh,  Keid,  Kusk,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Toombs, 
Toun'V,  and  Weller. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  nejijative  are  Messrs.  Bell  of  New  Hampshire,  Bright,  Brodhead, 
Ca.s8,  Collamer,  I^odge.  Durkee,  Fcssenden,  Fish,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Harlan,  Jones  of 
Iowa,  Jones  of  Te^^e^set^  Nourse,  Sewanl,  Sumner,  Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  Tmin- 
bull.  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Wright 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

[A  debate  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  is  found  on  pages  1034-1040  of  the  Oon- 
gre«ional  Globe,  :kl  se^js.  rilth  Cong.,  18r>(>-'57.] 

MR.    BRIGIIT'8  CREDENTIALa 

Mr.  Cass  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  serve  as  such  until  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1863;  which  were  read. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1857.] 

Wednesday,  March  4,  18S7. 

The  credentials  of  Mr.  Bright  having  been  heretofore  presentinl  to  the  Senate,  tha 
oath  prciH 'rilM*d  by  law  was  i^ministered  to  him  by  the  President  pro  tempore^  and  hm 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Monday,  Ifarch  9,  1857. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TmnibuU, 

Ordtred,  That  the  papere  on  file  relating  to  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fttdi 
by  the  legislature  of  Indiana  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[A  brief  deliate  took  place,  which  is  found  on  pases  385, 386  of  the  Appendix  to  tfM 
Congrcflsional  Globe,  3d  seas.  34th  Cong.,  1856-'57.J 

Feiday,  March  13,  18S7. 

Mr.  Toombs,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papefi 
relating  to  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  by  the  legislature  of  the  Btat«  of 
Indiana,  as  a  S(*nator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  submitted  a  report  (No.  9), 
accompanie<l  by  the  following  resolution: 

'*  Retolmi,  That  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch, « 
Senator  returned  and  admitted  to  his  seat  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  that  the  aitliof 
member  and  all  persons  protesting  against  his  election,  or  any  of  them,  by  themaelYCS 
or  their  agents  or  attorneys,  be  penuitted  to  take  testimony  on  the  allegations  of  the  pip- 
testants  and  the  sitting  member  touching  all  matters  of  fact  therein  contained,  b«3bro 
any  judge  of  the  district  ccmrt  of  the  rnite<l  States,  or  any  judge  of  the  snpreme  or  cir- 
cuit cx>urts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  first  giving  ten  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  plaot 
ol  such  proi^eetling  in  some  public (mzette  printed  at  Indianapolis.*' 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  cfinsent,  to  recomiider  the  said  resolution;  aiid| 

A  motion  having  been  niade  by  Mr.  Trumbull  to  amend  the  resolution, 

After  detnte. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Toombs, 

Ordcrrd,  That  the  report  arid  all  the  accompanying  papers  be  printed. 

[The  debate  which  took  place  this  dav  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  is  Iboad  on 
p«|{es  39-i-3U6  of  the  Appendix  to  theOongresstonal  Globe,  3d  sqm.,  34th  Gong.,  185e-*67.1 
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BEPOET  OP  COMMITTEE.* 

tTho  committee  consisted  of  Messrj.  Butler  (chairman),  Bayard,  Toombs,  Pugh,  Ben- 
jamin, Collamer,  and  Trumbull.] 

The  committee  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  find  that  important  mat- 
ters of  fact  alleged  by  the  protestants  in  connection  with  the  manner  in  which  the  election 
of  the  sitting  member  was  had  are  denied  by  him,  and  that  it  becomes  necessary,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  to  take  the  testimony  of  persons  residing  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, for  the  better  ascertainment  of  these  disputed  facts.  For  instance,  it  is,  among 
other  things,  alleged  by  a  portion  of  the  protestants  that  **  there  was  no  joint  convention 
of  the  two  houses  of  said  general  assembly  on  said  day"  on  which  the  election  in  dispute 
took  place,  and  that  a  minority  only  of  the  legally  sitting  senators  of  Indiana  participated 
in  said  election,  which  statements  are  denied  by  the  sitting  member;  and  he  affirms,  on 
the  contrary,  that  "he  was  elected  to  said  office  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  com- 
posing the  legislature  of  the  State,  they  being  then  and  for  that  purpose  assembled  in 
joint  convention,"  and  that  he  was  elected  whilst  in  such  joint  convention  by  a  majority 
of  the  legally  qualified  members  of  the  senate  of  the  ^tate  and  of  the  legally  qualified 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  respectively.  For  the  proper  ascertainment 
of  these  contested  facts,  and  the  better  elucidation  of  the  matters  in  dispute  contained 
in  the  several  protests  herewith  submitted,  and  the  reply  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N, 
Fitch,  your  committee  recommend  that  leave  be  given  to  take  testimony  in  the  city  of 
Indianapolis  and  State  of  Indiana,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Remlved^  That  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  a 
Senator  returned  and  admitted  to  his  seat  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  that  the  sitting 
member,  and  all  persons  protesting  against  his  election,  or  any  of  them,  by  themselves, 
or  their  agents  or  attorneys,  be  permitted  to  take  testimony  on  the  allegations  of  the 
protestants  and  the  sitting  member  touching  all  matters  of  fact  therein  contained,  before 
any  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  or  any  judge  of  the  supreme  or  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  first  giving  ten  days*  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  such  proceeding  in  some  public  gazette  printed  at  Indianapolis. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  undersigned,  duly  elected  and  qualified  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  hereby  protest  against  the  pretended 
election  of  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  Graham  N.  Fit<;h,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1857,  as  Senators  of  the  State  of  Indiana  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  former 
for  the  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  and  the  latter  for  the  six  years  from 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1855,  by  a  portion  of  the  senators  and  representatives  of  said 
general  assembly,  for  the  following  reasons: 

First.  There  was  no  agreement  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  by  resolu- 
tions or  otherwise,  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  or  election  of  Senators  in  Congress  on 
said  day,  or  any  other  day  of  the  present  session  of  the  general  assembly. 

Second.  There  was  no  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  of  the  said  general  assembly 
on  said  day;  nor  was  there  any  law  of  the  State  authorizing  a  joint  convention  on  that  or 
any  other  day  for  the  appointn-.ent  or  election  of  United  States  Senators;  nor  was  there 
any  resolution,  or  joint  resolution,  approved  or  adopted  by  the  two  houses  of  the  said 
general  assembly,  or  either  of  them,  authorizing  such  joint  convention. 

Third.  Said  pretended  joint  convention  was  a  mere  assembly  of  a  portion  of  the  senators 
and  representatives  of  the  said  general  assembly,  not  in  a  legislative  capacity,  but  as 
individuals,  without  any  authority  of  law,  without  precedent  in  the  history  of  legis- 
lature of  the  State,  and  having  no  legislative  sanction;  and  said  senators  and  represent- 
atives, when  so  convened,  had  no  more  constitutional  right  to  appoint  or  elect  Senators 
than  any  equal  number  of  private  citizens  of  the  State. 

Fourth.  There  was  not  a  constitutional  quorum  of  either  house  of  the  general  assembly 
present  in  said  pretended  joint  convention,  there  being  only  twenty-three  senators  and 
sixty-one  representatives,  when,  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  State,  it  requires  two- thirds  of  each  house  to  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business,  and  when,  by  the  law  of  the  State,  the  number  of  senators  is  fixed  at  fifty,  and 
the  number  of  representatives  at  one  hundred,  in  said  general  assembly. 

Fifth.  Because  the  undersigned,  as  legally  elected  and  qualified  representatives  in'said 
general  assembly,  have  been  deprived  of  their  constitutional  right  to  assist  in  the  legal 
election  of  the  Senjitors  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  said  illegal,  revolution- 
ary, and  unauthorized  election. 

♦This  report,  which  was  the  second  one  made  on  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Fitch,  is  found  in  Senate 
Reports,  3d  8ess.34th  Cong.,  Bcport  No.  2.  Pages  6-89  of  the  report  are  here  omitted.*  They  contain 
certain  proceedings  of  the  legislature  and  additiooal  protestn  of  members  thereof. 
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Sixth.  Because  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  as  such  legislafcnre,  either  by  wpante 
action  of  the  two  houses,  or  otherwise,  as  such  legislature,  had  no  part  or  voice  in  sorii 
pretended  elections,  and  the  same  were  in  direct  violation  of  the  third  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  fourth  section  of  the  aid 
article. 

Seventh.  Because  said  pretended  elections  are  wholly  void. 

Eighth.  Because  if  said  elections  are  held  valid,  such  decision  will  destroy  the  le^ 
existence  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  State,  and  install  in  its  place  any  mob  which 
may  see  proper  to  take  forcible  possession  of  the  house  as  a  joint  convention  of  the  geo- 
eral  assembly,  without  the  concurrence  of  either  body,  the  sanction  of  the  Constitotioo. 
or  authority  of  law. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  which  might  be  named,  the  undersigned  protest  apioA 
the  validity  of  said  pretended  elections,  and  ask  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  SutM 
may  declare  them  null  and  void. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  4th  day  of  February,  at  Indiana{>oli8,  A.  D.  1857. 

S.  P.  Williams.  Wm.  C.  Jefferis.  D.  C.  Branham. 

Greo.  Crawford.  S.  B.  Ward.  J.  W.  Hutchings. 

James  M.  Austin.  J.  D.  Conner.  Bobert  Boyd. 

J.  N.  iGrordon.  Wm.  Grose.  John  M.  La  Kne,  Tippecanoe 

C.  M.  Stone.  A.  B.  Price.  Connty. 

H.  W.  Sherman.  John  Davis.  Marcns  C.  Smith. 

G.  D.  Wagner.  N.  H.  Ballinger.  Elijah  Vansandt. 

Thomas  J.  NeaL  Geo.  C.  Merrifield.  Smith  Vawter. 

G.  K.  Steele.  Silas  Colgrove.  Wm.  M.  Clapp. 

D.  Batterton.  Geo.  Moon.  R.  N.  Todd. 
Alex.  H.  Conner.  William  Hawkins.  Milton  Mercer. 
M.  P.  Evans.  John  Whitoomh. 


The  undersigned,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  fh)m  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  nov 
acting  as  a  duly  qualified  Senator  of  the  United  States,  submits  to  the  honorable  tbe 
Judiciary  Committee  of  the  body  to  whom  the  validity  of  his  election  has  been  refencd 
the  following,  as  points  upon  which  he  believes  and  is  advised  that  his  own  rights  and 
the  rights  of  his  State  require  that  evidence  be  taken  and  be  before  the  committee  ii 
onler  to  enable  them  to  decide  understandingly  and  justly  in  the  premises: 

First.  That  he  was  elected  to  said  office  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  composing 
the  legislature  of  the  State,  they  being  then  and  for  that  purpose  assembled  in  joint 
convention. 

Second.  That  he  was  elected,  whilst  in  such  joint  convention,  by  a  majority  of  tbe 
legally  qualified  members  of  the  senate  of  the  State  and  of  the  legally  qualified  mem- 
bers oi'  the  house  of  representatives,  respectively. 

Third.  That  in  order  to  ascertain  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding  point,  he  will  be 
able,  by  evidence,  to  show  that  three  of  the  persons  who  are  contesting  his  election  were 
not  then,  and  are  not  now,  legally  members  of  the  said  State  senate,  and  had  no  right 
whatever,  under  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  State,  to  be  considered,  or,  in  any  pu- 
ticular,  to  act  as  members  of  that  body;  and  that  this  was  at  the  time,  and  still  is,  well 
known  to  the  other  contestants. 

Fourth.  That  in  the  organization  of  the  State  senate,  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion, laws,  and  usage  of  the  State,  the  lieutenant-governor  presides  and  snperintends  the 
admission  of  the  members,  and  the  taking  the  required  oaths  of  office.  That  upon  this 
occasion,  in  violation  of  such  constitution,  laws,  and  usage,  the  said  three  membeT9«  who 
were  without  the  expressly  required  credentials  of  election,  the  certificate  of  the  proper 
and  only  returning  officer,  and  whose  seats  were  also  known  to  be  contested,  and  on 
grounds  of  fraud,  also  known  to  be  true,  were,  by  a  presiding  officer,  chosen  for  the  pur- 
pose by  the  members  of  the  senate,  designated  as  Republicans,  contrary  to  all  law,  and 
by  naked  wrong,  directed,  notwithstanding,  to  be  sworn  in,  and  for  the  clear  purpoM, 
illegal  and  fraudulent  in  fact,  of  defeating  an  election  of  Senators  of  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  That  the  said  convention  by  whom,  as  hereinbefore  alleged,  the  nndersigncd 
was  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  was  assembled  in  accordance  with  an  express 
provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  that,  inacconlance  mth  the  long  and  uni- 
form usage  of  the  State  in  that  particular,  the  same  was  adjourned  from  day  to  day  by 
the  proi)er  presiding  officer  thereof,  and  vested  with  the  authority  so  to  adjonm/and 
that  each  adjournment  was  made  without  objection  by  a  majority  of  the  senate,  even 
considering  the  three  persons  aforesaid  to  have  been  members  of  tiiat  body  bein^ 
present. 

Sixth.  That  there  is  not  now,  in  said  State,  as  the  undersigned  is  advised,  any  law  tat 


FITCH   AND    IJI^IGHT,    LANE    AND    MCCARTY.  169 

the  regnlation  of  the  election  of  Senators  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  way  providing 
for  the  same;  and  that  according  to  the  best  professional  and  Judicial  opinions  in  the 
State,  the  election  is  to  be  made  by  the  convention  of  the  legislature  assembled  under 
the  constitution  of  the  State,  to  count  the  votes  and  decide  upon  the  election  of  gov- 
ernor and  lieutenant-governor,  as  a  power  necessarily  existing  in  the  legislature,  and 
from  the  obligations  of  the  State  to  elect  Senators. 

Seventh.  That  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  6tate  constitution  there  was  a  law 
regulating  such  election,  and  that  although  the  same  was  no  longer  in  force,  the  said 
convention  did,  as  fiir  as  it  was  possible,  conduct  the  present  election  according  to  the 
provisions  thereof. 

The  undersigned,  in  conclusion,  submits  what,  indeed,  must  be  obvious  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  as  the  witnesses  and  proofs  to  the  matters  above  stated  are  only  to  be  had 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  can  only  properly  be  obtained  by  careful  examination,  and 
under  the  superintendence  of  himself,  that  it  cannot  be  in  his  power  to  procure  it  at 
this  or  the  approaching  extra  session  of  the  United  States  Senate,  even  were  he  to 
abandon  his  duty  as  a  Senator,  which  he  has  no  right  to  do,  and  proceed  at  once  to  the 
place  where  the  testimony  is  to  be  had.  He  further  submits,  therefore,  that  the  com- 
mittee will  so  dispose  of  the  matter  now  as  will  enable  him  and  the  contestants  at  a 
future  period  to  present  the  entire  case  fairly  and  fully  before  them. 

GRAHAM  N.  FITCH. 

February  25, 1857. 

True  copy.     Attest: 

THOS.  P.  MORGAN, 

Clerk  to  the  Committee. 

Saturday,  March  14,  1857. 

[A  short  debate  in  reference  to  correcting  a  mistake  in  the  Senate  Journal  took  place. 
The  Journal  showed  that  on  Monday,  March  9,  1857,  Mr.  Bright's  credentials  were 
referred  to  the  C<»mmittee  on  the  Judiciary.  This  was  an  error,  and  the  Journal  was 
corrected  so  that  it  read  for  that  day  as  given  above.  The  debate  is  found  on  pages  396, 
397  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe,  Sdsess.  34th  Cong.,  1856-'57.] 

[First  session  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Congress.] 

Thursday,  December  17,  1857. 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^''  Resolved^  That  the  credentials  of  the  sitting  members  of  this  body  from  the  State  of 
Indiana,  together  with  all  the  papers  on  file  protesting  against  their  rights  to  seats,  or 
relating  to  their  election  as  Senators  in  Congress  by  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. ' ' 

Thursday,  January  21,  1858. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred,  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  17th  of  December,  the  credentials  of  the  sitting  members  of 
this  body  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  with  all  the  papers  on  file  protesting  agamst  their 
rights  to  seats,  or  relating  to  their  election  as  Senators  in  Congress  by  the  legislature  of 
Indiana,  submitted  a  report  (No.  19),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution.  [Reso- 
lution found  at  end  of  report.] 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Bayard  (chairman),  Green,  Toombs,  Pugh,  Ben- 
jamin, Collamer,  and  Trumbull.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  protest  against  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  and  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  as  Senators  in  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Indiana,  report: 

The  committee  find  that  the  protests  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N. 
Fitch  as  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Indiana  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  on  the  10th  of  February,  1857,  and  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month  a 
resolution  was  reported  by  the  committee  authorizing  testimony  to  be  taken  both  by 

♦  This  report,  taken  from  Senate  Reports,  1st  sess.  ^Ah  Cong:.,  Report  No.  19,  is  the  third  report 
made  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Fitch  and  the  first  one  on  tho 
credentials  of  Mr.  Brii^ht. 
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the  protestants  and  the  sitting  member.  The  resolution  not  being  acted  apOD  by  Hk 
Senate  at  that  session,  from  the  pressure  of  other  business,  tlie  protests  were  a<riin  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  9th  of  March  last,  at  the  special  session  of  ihe  Seoatr. 
and  the  same  resolution,  with  a  slight  amendment,  reported  by  the  committee  on  rht 
13th  of  the  same  month,  which  being  taken  up  on  the  day  it  was  reported,  a  debate  tn- 
sued  upon  an  amendment  offered  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Trumball,  of  Illinois,  and  the  Seute 
having  on  the  previous  day  resolved  to  adjourn  sine  dip  on  tfae  14th  of  March,  at  1 
o'clock,  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  protests  ngiiinst  the  cle(;tion  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright,  as  well  as  against  the 
election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch,  having  been  referred  at  the  present  session,  asd 
the  objections  of  the  protestants  and  allegations  of  the  sitting  menihers  being  identiiiJ 
in  )K>th  cases,  the  ciminiittee  have  adopted  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the  reso!nti<n 
reported  to  the  Senate  by  the  committee  at  the  special  session  on  the  13th  day  of  Manb 
last,  with  such  variation  as  is  requisite  to  make  it  apply  to  the  cases  of  both'the  siuic;: 
members,  as  follows: 

^^KcmUrd^  That  in  the  04«se  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fiiib 
and  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Kright,  Senators  returned  and  admitted  to  their  seats  from  the 
State  of  Indiana,  the  sittin^r  members,  and  all  persons  protesting  against  their  elei'ti'Hi. 
or  any  of  them,  by  theniHelves,  or  their  agents  or  attorneys,  be  permittee!  to  take  tw«- 
mony  on  the  allegations  of  the  protestants  and  the  sitting  members  touching  all  matten 
of  fmjt  therein  contained,  before  any  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  courts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  hy  first  giving  ten 
days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  proceeding  in  some  public  gazette  printed  at 
Indianapolis. '^ 

Monday,  January  25,  1658. 
Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  vi<?ws  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the  JndiciaTT. 
to  whom  were  referretl  the  credentials  of  the  Senators  from  Indiana,  and  other  papers 
on  tile  relating  to  their  election  as  Senators  in  Congress;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

VIEWS  OP  THE  MINORITY.* 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  protests  against  the  right 
of  (iraham  N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  D.  Bright  to  seats  as  Senators  from  the  State  of  Indiana, 
reiK)rt: 

The  legislature  of  Indiana  called  the  general  assembly,  is  composed  of  a  senate  of 
fifty  nienil>ers  and  a  house  of  representatives  of  one  hundred  members,  and  two-thirds 
of  each  house  is,  by  the  constitution,  required  to  constitute  a  quorum  thereof.  Each 
house  is  declared  to  be  judge  of  the  election  and  qualification  of  its  members,  and  re- 
quired to  kee])  a  jounial  of  its  proceedings.  No  regulation  exists  by  law  in  Indiana  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  members  of  the  State  senate  are  to  be  inducted  into  ofiSce.  No 
law  or  regulation  is  there  existing  providing  the  time,  place,  or  manner  of  electing 
United  States  Senators. 

it  a]>pears  by  the  journal  of  the  senate  of  Indiana  that  on  the  opening  of  the  senate 
at  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  January  8,  1857,  forty-nine  of  the  senators  were 
present,  and  that  all  the  newly  elected  members  were  duly  sworn,  took  their  seats,  and 
continued  thereafter  to  act  with  the  other  senators  till  the  close  of  the  session.  *  The 
only  abstnitee  senator  took  his  seat  January  13,  1857.  Protests  were  filed  contesting 
the  seats  of  three  of  the  newly  elected  members,  which  were  afterwards  examined  and 
considered  by  the  senate,  and  they  were  each  found  and  declared  to  be  entitled  to  seats, 
respectively,  by  majorities  more  or  less  numerous,  all  which  is  entered  upon  and  appean 
by  the  journal  of  said  senate. 

The  State  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives to  open  and  publish  the  votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  in  the  presence 
of  l)oth  houses  of  the  geneml  assembly.  No  provision  exists  by  the  constitution  making 
such  meeting  or  presence  of  the  two  houses  a  convention,  or  providing  any  oflScers  there 
for,  or  authorizing  or  empowering  the  siime  to  transact  any  business  whatever,  except 
by  joint  vote  forthwith  to  proceed  to  elect  a  governor  or  lieutenant-governor  in  case  of  a 
tie  vote. 

Both  houses  being  in  session,  the  speaker  notified  them  that  he  should  proceed  to  open 
and  publish  the  votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  on  Monday  the  12th  day  of 
January,  at  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  the  hall  of  the  house.  Shortly  before  the  honr  arrived 
the  president  of  the  senate  announced  that  he  would  proceed  inime<liately  to  the  h^ll  of 
the  house  of  representatives;  and  thereupon,  together  with  such  senators  as  chose  to  go 
being  a  minority  of  the  whole  number  thereof,  he  repaired  to  the  hall  of  the  hoose  of 

*From  Senate  Rcporta,  Ist  seas.  8Sth  Ck>ng.,  vol.  1,  Report  No.  19,  part  2. 
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representatives,  and  there,  in  their  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  memoers  of  the 
house,  the  votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  were  duly  counted  and  published 
by  the  speaker,  and  A.  P.  Willard,  the  then  president  of  the  senate,  was  declared  duly 
elected  goveraor  and  A.  A.  Hammon  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State. 

At  the  close  of  this  business,  a  senator  present,  without  any  vote  for  that  purpose, 
declared  the  meeting  (by  him  then  called  a  convention)  adjourned  to  the  2d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1857,  at  2  o'clock. 

The  senate  hearing  of  this  proceeding,  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1857  sub  <*ppearB 
by  its  journal,  passed  a  resolution  protesting  against  the  proceedings  of  said  so-called 
convention,  disclaiming  all  connection  therewith  or  recognizance  thereof,  and  protesting 
against  any  election  of  United  States  Senators  or  any  other  officer  thereby.  On  the  2d 
of  February,  1857,  the  president  of  the  senate,  with  a  minority  of  its  members,  again 
attended  in  the  hall  of  the  house,  and  without  proceeding  to  any  business,  and  without 
any  vote,  declared  the  meeting  (by  him  called  a  convention)  adjourned  until  the  4th  day 
of  February,  1857,  at  which  time  the  president  of  the  senate,  with  twenty-four  of  its 
members,  went  to  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  there  they,  together  with 
sixty-two  members  of  the  house,  proceeded  to  elect  two  Senators  of  the  United  States, 
to  wit,  Graham  N.  Fitch,  and  Jesse  D.  Bright,  they  each  receiving  eighty-three  votes, 
and  no  more,  at  their  respective  elections,  twenty-three  of  which  votes  were  by  mem- 
bers of  the  senate. 

Against  these  elections  so  made  protests  by  twenty-seven  members  of  the  senate  of 
Indiana  and  thirty-five  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  said  State  have  been 
duly  presente<l,  alleging  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  law,  joint  resolution,  or  regulation 
of  any  kind  by  the  two  houses  composing  the  legislature  of  Indiana  providing  for  hold- 
ing a  joint  convention,  it  is  not  competent  for  a  minority  of  the  members  of  the  senate 
and  a  minority,  but  less  than  a  quorum,  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  said  State  to  assemble  together  and  make  an  election  of  United  States  Senators. 

Of  the  facts  as  herein  stated  there  is  no  dispute,  as  we  understand. 

It  is  now  alleged  by  the  sitting  Senators,  respectively,  as  we  understand  the  substance 
of  their  allegations,  in  contradiction  of  the  senate  journal,  that  the  three  State  senators 
whose  seats  were  contested  were  not  legally  elected  and  qualified;  that  they  were  with- 
out the  expressly  required  credentials,  the  certificate  of  the  proper  and  only  returning 
officer,  and  that  they  were,  notvrithstanding,  directed  to  be  sworn  in  by  a  presiding 
officer  chosen  for  the  purpose  by  the  members  of  the  senate  designated  as  Republicans,  for 
the  clear  purpose,  illegal  and  fraudulent  in  fact,  of  defeating  an  election  of  Senators  of 
the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  object  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  for  the  taking 
of  testimony  to  sustain  these  allegations,  because  the  said  election  of  United  States  Sen- 
ators, so  conducted,  is  obviously  illegal  and  insufficient,  and  cannot  be  cured  by  any 
proof  of  these  allegations;  and  we  insist  that  the  Senate  should  now  proceed  to  a  defini- 
tive decision  of  the  qucistiou. 

Wednesday,  Fehmm-y  3,  1858. 

[A  short  debate  took  place  on  the  propriety  of  considering  the  report  at  that  time.  It 
is  found  on  pages  543-545  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sess.  35th  Cong.] 

Thuesday,  February  4,  1858. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  protest  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D. 
Bright  and  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  as  Senators  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana; and 

An  amendment  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  29,  nays  18. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  AUen,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Biggs,  Big- 
Jer,  Broderick,  Brown,  Cameron,  Clay,  Davis,  Douglas,  Evans,  Green,  Gwin,  Houston, 
Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Sebastian, 
Slidell,  Stuart,  Toombs,  Wright,  and  Yulee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  CoUamer,  Crittenden,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Sim- 
mons, Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was 

Ordered y  That  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

[A  debate  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  is  found  on  pages  567-570  of  the  Congres- 
flional  Globe,  part  1,  Ist  sess.  35th  Cong.] 
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Monday,  Fchniary  15,  1858. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Connuittee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  tlie  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  and 
the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright,  and  the  protest  against  their  election  as  Senators  in  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Indiana;  and 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Trumbull  being  under  consideration, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hunter, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  to-morrow 
at  1  o'clock. 

[The  subject  is  debated  on  pages  69&-710  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1, 1st  sess. 
35th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  February  16,  1858. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  and 
the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  following  amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Trumbull: 
Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  resolved"  and  insert: 

"That  the  Senate  will  now  proceed  to  a  final  determination  of  the  right  to  seats  in  this 
body  of  Graham  N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  D.  Bright,  claiming  to  have  been  elected  Senators 
by  the  legislature  of  Indiana," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiftli  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon, 
Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Simmons,  Sumner, 
Trumbull,  and  Wade. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Biggs,  Bigler,  Broderick,  Brown, 
Cameron,  Clay,  Evans,  Green,  Gwin,  Hammond,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas, 
Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jones,  Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Stuart, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  Toombs,  Wright,  and  Yulee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

^''  Provided^  That  the  proofs  to  be  taken  shall  be  limited  to  the  swearing  in  of  the 
members  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  the  organization  of  the  said  legislature,  and  the 
proceedings  thereof  connected  with  the  election  of  the  sitting  members  for  said  State  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  returned  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  resolution," 

A  division  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Hale;  and,  the  question  being  taken  on  the  first 
clause,  relating  to  the  proofs  to  be  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  19, 
nays  25. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mallory,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present,  ' 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Broderick,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward, 
Simmons,  Stuart,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  and  Wade. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Biggs,  Bigler,  Brown,  Clay,  Evans, 
Green,  Gwin,  Hammond,  Houston,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  ot 
Tennessee,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Toombs,  and  Yulee. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  as  follows:  **And  shall  be  returned  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  within  sixty  days  from  the  passage  of  this  resolution," 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pugh  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  the  word  "sixty  " 
and  inserting  "ninety;"  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  18. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Biggs,  Bigler,  Broderick,  Brown, 
Clay,  Evans,  Green,  Gwin,  Hammond,  Houston,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas, 
Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Sebastian,  Slidell, 
Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  Toombs,  Wright,  and  Yulee. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Dixon,  Doo- 
little, Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Simmons,  Stuart, 
Sumner,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  TmmboU,  and  Wade. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Toombs  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  thereto — 

^^Andprmndtd,  That  no  testimony  shall  be  taken  under  this  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  qualification,  election,  or  return  of  any  member  of  the  Indiana  legislature," 

It  WM  determined  in  the  affirmatiye. 
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The  amendment  as  amended  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson  further  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words 
"any  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  or  any  judge  of  the  supreme  or 
drcnit  courts  of  the  State  of  Indiana"  and  inserting: 

"The  Hon.  Oliver  H.  Smith,  the  Hon.  John  Pettit,  and  the  Hon.  John  D.  Defrees, 
who  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  for  that  purpose," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fessenden  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  "the 
sapreme  or  circuit  courts  "  and  inserting  "any  court  of  record,"  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

^^Resolvedj  That  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  and 
the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright,  Senators  returned  and  admitted  to  their  seats  from  the  State 
of  Indiana,  the  sitting  members,  and  all  persons  protesting  aj^ainst  their  election,  or  any 
of  them,  by  themselves  or  their  agents  or  attorneys,  be  permitted  to  take  testimony  on 
the  allegations  of  the  protestants  and  the  sitting  members  touching  all  matters  of  fact 
therein  contained,  belbre  any  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  Tinted  States,  or  any 
judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  courts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  first  giving  ten  days' 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  proceeding  in  some  public  gazette  i>rinted  at  Indi- 
anapolis: Provided,  That  the  proofs  to  be  taken  shall  l>e  returned  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  within  ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this  resolution:  Aud  provided,  That 
no  testimony  shall  be  taken  under  this  resolution  in  relation  to  the  qualification,  election, 
or  return  of  any  member  of  the  Indiana  legislature." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  720-724  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sess.  35th 
Cong.] 

Monday,  Ajn-il  19,  1858. 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  motion;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  furnish,  on  application  by  any  individual 
desiring  to  possess  the  same,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  resolution  agreed  to  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1858,  authorizing  testimony  to  be  taken  in  reference  to  the  election 
of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  the  Hon.  (iraham  N.  Fitch  as  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Indiana. 

[Brief  remarks  on  the  resolution  are  found  on  pages  1658, 1659  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  part  2,  Ist  sess.  35th  Cong.] 

Saturday,  May  15,  1858. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  contested  elec- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  as  Senators  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Tuesday,  3ray  18,  ia58. 

Mr.  Bright  presented  affidavits  of  C.  K.  Drew,  R.  D.  Slater,  and  W.  J.  Cullen,  evidence 
in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  the  Hon.  Graham 
N.  Fitch  as  Senators  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Monday,  3rny  24,  ia'>8. 

Mr.  Pugh,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  creden- 
tials of  Graham  N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  D.  Bright,  Senators  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  to- 
sether  with  the  documents  and  testimony  relative  to  that  subject,  submitted  a  report 
(No.  275),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution.     [For  resolution  see  report.] 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Bayard  (chairman),  Sebastian,  Pugh,  Benjamin, 
Green,  Collamer,  and  Trumbull.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Graham 
N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  D.  Bright,  Senators  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  together  with  the  doc- 
nments  and  testimony  relative  to  that  subject,  have  ha<l  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  report',  by  resolution,  as  follows: 

Reiolvedy  That  Graham  N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  D.  Bright,  Senators  returned  and  admitted 

•  Tire  testimony  accompanying  thiH  report  may  be  found  in  Senate  Ko|>orts.  1st  8es.s.  .'J5tli  Conif., 
vol.  2,  Report  No.  275.  This  Ih  the  fourt)i  report  niado  hy  tho  Coinniittoe  on  tlie  .ludieiary  on  the 
oredentials  of  Bfr.  Fitoh,  anc)  the  necond  one  to  ipclude  the  credent ialH  of  Mr.  Bright. 
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from  the  State  of  Indiana,  are  entitled  to  the  seats  which  they  now  hold  in  the  Senate 
as  such  Senators  aforesaid,  the  former  until  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  and  the  latter  until 
the  4th  of  March,  1863,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  respective  credentials. 

[Some  remarks  by  members  of  the  committee,  asking  lor  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  report  before  it  is  printed,  are  found  on  pages  2353, 2354  of  the  Congressional  Globe, 
part  3,  1st  sess.  35th  Cong.] 

Monday,  June  7,  ia58. 

Mr.  Pugh  presented  an  affidavit  of  John  W.  Blake,  relative  to  the  election  of  tho 
Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch  as  Senators  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Thubsday,  June  10,  1858. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bright,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  the  Hon. 
Graham  N.  Fitch,  Senators  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  entitled  to  their  seats  in  the  Sen- 
ate; and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bright, 

Ordered^  That  the  frirther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

[A  brief  debate  on  the  postponement  of  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  is  found  on 
page  2876  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  1st  sess.  35th  Cong.] 

Friday,  June  11,  1858. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch, 
Senators  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  entitled  to  their  seats  in  the  Senate; 
and, 

All  amendment  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Hamlin, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull  to  amend  the  proposed  amendment, 

After  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  fxirther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

[An  extended  debate  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  is  found  on  pages  2923-2949  of 
the  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  1st  sess.  35th  Cong.] 

Saturday,  June  12,  1858. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  the  Hon.  Graham  N.  Fitch, 
Senators  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  entitled  to  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamlin  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  *' resolved,"  and  inserting: 

'*That  the  case  of  Jesse  D.  Bright  and  Graham  N.  Fitch  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  specially  the  grounds  on  which  the 
resolution  is  based  declaring  said  Bright  and  Fitch  elected." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull  to  amend  the  proposed  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  *Hhat "  and  inserting  ^'  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  no  election  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body  made  by  the  legislature  of  a  State  consisting  of  two  branches  is  valid, 
when  made  in  a  meeting  of  individual  members  of  both,  unless  such  meeting  for  that 
purpose  was  prescribed  by  law,  or  had  been  previously  agreed  to  by  each  house  acting 
separately  in  its  organized  capacity,  or  is  participated  in  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  each  house,  or  is  subsequently  ratified  in  some  form  by  each  house  in  its  organized 
capacity,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  17,  nays  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Broderick,  Chandler,  Clark,  DixOn, 
Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Simmons, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brown,  Clay, 
Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Gwin,  Hammond,  Himie,  Iverson,  Jones,  Mal- 
lory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Reid,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Thomson  of  New  Jersey, 
Toombs,  Wright,  and  Yulee. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  34. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 
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Those  who  voted  in  the  alfirmntive  are  Messrs.  Cliaudler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Dnrkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Simmons,  Tmmbull, 
Wade,  and  Wilison. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  n^2;ative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Broderick, 
Brown,  Chiy,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Gwin,  HammoDd,  Hayne,  Hoos- 
ton,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkausais  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jones,  Kennedy, 
Mallory,  Mason,  Pearce,  Polk,  Pngh,  Koid,  Kice«  Sebiustian,  Slidell,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  Toomlw,  Wright,  and  Yiilee. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbnli  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"are"  and  before  the  word  "entitled'^  the  word  "not,"  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  23,  nays  'SO. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Broderick,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Flarlan, 
Houston,  King,  Mason,  Pearce,  Seward,  Simmons,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allen.  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brown,  Clay, 
Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  (Jreen,  (Jwin,  Hammond,  Hayne,  Hunter,  Iverson,  John- 
son of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee.  Jones,  Kennedy,  Mallory,  Polk,  Pugli,  Keid, 
Rice,  Sebastian,  Sildell,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Thomson  of  New  Jersey,  Toombs, 
Wright,  and  Yulee. 

No  further  amendment  being  propased,  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  was  then  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

^^ Resolved,  That  Graham  N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  D.  Bright,  Senators  returned  and  admitted 
£rom  the  State  of  Indiana,  are  entitled  to  the  seats  which  they  now  hold  in  the  Senate 
as  such  Senators  aforesaid,  the  former  until  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  and  the  latter  until 
the  4th  of  March,  1863,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  respective  credentials.*' 

[No  debate  took  place  this  day.] 

[Second  session  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Congress.] 

Credentials  of  Henry  S.  Ixine  and  William  Monroe.  3fcCarty, 

'  Monday,  January  24,  1859. 

The  Vice-President  presented  a  memorial  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  its  sc^nators  and 
lepresentatives  in  general  convention  assembled,  representing  that  it  is  the  wish  and  de- 
sire of  the  State  that  the  Hon.  Henry  S.  Lane  and  the  Hon.  William  Monroe  McCarty 
be  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  the  only  legally  elected  and 
oonstitationally  chosen  Senators  of  the  State  of  Indiana;  which  was  read. 

Ota  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  and  be  printed. 

[The  memorial  is  printed  on  pages  534,  535  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d 
35th  Cong.] 


Mr.  Seward  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
"jBeso/tvrf,  That  the  Hon.  Henry  S.  Lane  and  the  Hon.  W'illiam  M.  McCarty,  who 
claim  to  have  been  elected  Senators  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  be  entitled  to  the  privi- 
legies  of  admission  od  the  floor  of  the  Senate  until  their  claims  shall  have  been  decided.*' 

Wednesday,  January  26,  1859. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution,  submitted 
by  him  the  2^Uh  instant,  to  admit  the  Hon.  Henry  S.  Lane  and  the  Hon.  AV.  M.  McCarty, 
claiming  to  have  been  elected  Senators  by  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  on  the  fioor  of  the 
Senate;  and 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Iverson  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in 
the  aflannative — yeas  31,  nays  22. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  bemg  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
inresent, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Big- 
ler, Brown,  Chesnut,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Gwin,  Hammond,  Houston, 
Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Keid, 
Rice,  Sebastian,  Shields,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Thomson  of  New  jersey,  Toombs,  and  Ward. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bell,  Broderick.  Cameron,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Durkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Simmons,  Trumbull  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was 

Oriaredf  That  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 
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[A  cle>»ati'  on  the  a<l<»ption  ol'tlie  rt'solution  is  found  on  jKigt-s  ."»J«M)(h>  «»rthe  CoDgrci^ 
sional  CIoIh?,  jwrt  1.  'Jd  »es8.  'XAh  Con^.  ] 

Friday,  January  28,  \S^. 
Mr.  Donj^ljiM  prt'srntwl  n  certititH!  copy  of  that  i>ortion  of  the  journal  of  the  Henate  of 
the  Stat«'  of  Indiana  of  the  *^>*Jd  of  I)e(iMnl)ei.  \<y'<,  also  a  (*ertilivd  copy  of  that  portion 
of  the  journal  of  tin-  house  of  rcprcM-ntativcs  <»f  the  State  of  Indiana  of  the  *J*id  of  Ik^- 
cenilMT.  H">^,  ivlatinj:  to  the  rlrction  of  I'nited  States  Senators;  which  were  referred  to 
the  C'iMuinittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

TlUKSHAY,  Ftbruury  3,  1859. 

Mr.  Riyard,  from  the  rmnniittee  on  the  .Iudi<iarv.  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial 
of  the  State  of  Indiana,  hy  her  .MMiators  anci  repreM'Utatives*  in  j^Mieral  convention  n»»em- 
ble<i,  HMjUt'stin^  tliat  th«*  lion,  llfury  S.  I^me  and  tlie  lUui.  William  Monn>e  Mc<'arty 
Ih'  adinittrd  to  seat>*  in  tin*  Senate  of  the  Inited  States  a.H  the  only  lejpilly  ele<'ted  aud 
ctmstitutmnally  ehosrn  Sruatirn  of  that  State;  aNo  eeititied  c<»pieM  of  the  pn)cee<liDjr«  of 
the  s^'uate  and  Iioum*  <»!  a  pHM-nlatives  ot  the  Slate  iA'  Indiana  of  the  *i2d  of  I)e<t»ml>er, 
l-'*.')'^,  relative  to  the  e]e«  tiou  of  lnited  States  StMiatois.  suhniitted  a  re|)ort,  a^kinx  that 
the  counnittre  Ik' <liMhar>:«'d  from  tlie  further  considerati(m  of  the  memorial  of  the  legiM- 
laturt'  of  Indiana 

On  !Mi»tif>n  hv  .Mr.  r.avard. 

Onhittl,  That  the  report  lie  on  tlie  tahle  an<l  Iw  printed. 

Mr.  (ollanier  suhmittrd  tin-  \iew<  of  th«"  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
on  the  nnhjeet;  which  were  ordered  to  Ik*  printed. 

«f  -:•**♦♦ 

.Mr.  S»uard  sulmiitted  the  folhiuiu^  re.H<iIution  tor  considenition: 

**/»'♦ '•♦/»"/.  That  lli'ury  S.  I^iue  and  William  M.  .MeCatty  ha\c  leave  to  occapjr  seatii 
on  the  tliMtr  of  the  Senate  |H-ndin}:;  the  diH4-ti.s.sion  ot  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
JudieiaT>  on  the  memorial  of  the  le^i<«]atur«*  of  hidiaua  declaring  them  her  duly  eUvted 
Senators,  and  that  they  lui\e  leave  Ui  .s|K'ak  to  the  merits  of  their  ri}{ht  to  neata  and  the 
if|»i»rt  of  the  committee." 


.-  « 


KKIN»KT  OK  <H)MMIITKK 

[The  committ«'e  <'<msi«4te<l  of  Mfssn*.  liayanl  (chairman),  I'ugh,  Itetxjamin,  Green, 
(MiuKUian.  (*ollamer.  and  Trumhull.  ] 

Mr.  Payard  •«uhiiiitted  the  following  re|M)rt: 

The  Committee  on  the  .ludieiarv,  to  whom  wai*  n'ferre<l  the  memorial  of  the  Htate  of 
Indiana,  hy  h(*r  reprcM*ntati\«'r«  and  .*<4*nators  in  general  convention  amemhlrd,  repre- 
M*ntin;;  that  it  is  her  wish  and  de<*ire  that  the  H(»n.  Henry  S.  I«ane  and  the  lion.  Will- 
iam MonriM*  McCarty  1m'  admitttMl  to  fH*atN  in  the  S4*nate  of  the  Cnited  States  aa  the 
only  Ic^allv  ele<-t4Hl  and  ctuiMtitutionallv  chosen  Senators  of  that  State,  Hulmiit  the  Ibl* 
lowiui;  ii'iH>rt: 

That  the  Hon.  (irahani  N.  Fiteh.  on  the  9th  day  of  Fehninry,  IK^T,  wan  admitted  hy 
tin*  S«uat»»  on  the  custofuary  fnimafarir  eviden<'e  t»f  his*  ele«-ti<m  hh  a  Si»nutor  from  the 
Slate  of  Indiana,  to  M«r\e  an  .such  until  the  tth  day  of  Match.  A.  I>.  I^^ll :  wan  <|ualitted 
and  t<M»k  his  H4*at  an  a  Si^nator.  On  the  H;ime  day  ri^solutions  of  the  {«enate  of  lodUuia 
a4l\epM>  to  the  le^alit>  ot  hi*>  cle«tion  and  a  protest  of  i-t^rtain  meml>erN  of  the  house  of 
n*preM'ntativi*M  of  the  s:inie  Stiite  against  the  \ali4lity  <»f  the  eliH'tion  were  prewnted  to 
theSnate:  and  the  cre<lentiaU  of  Mr.  Fii«h.  the  resolutions  of  the  nenate  of  Indiana, 
and  till-  iirotest  of  the  nieiidM-rs  of  the  housi>  of  repre>entativ<<A  agaiant  the  Taliditj  of 
tlie  ih  •  imn  ut'ie  relVm-d  to  the  i*oinmittte  on  the  .hidiciury. 

Thi  MMiiiMittce  on  the  ',Nith  of  Fehruary  re(M»rtcd  a  resolution  anthorixing  testimony 
to  he  t.iLrn  iMith  hy  the  sitting  memlMt-s  and  the  pn>t<stants  in  relation  ti>all  matters 
of  i.ii  t  ctutaincd  in  their  res|Hcti\e  alle^.itions.  This  re|M)rt  waM  onleretl  to  lie  apon 
the  t.ihle  on  the  2d  of  March.  ]>«'»7.  and  no  further  aetion  wan  had  u|M>n  the  Ruljeri 
during  that  Mf<sion.  At  the  eadled  m-sskui  oI  the  S^'uate  the  |Ki|H*n«  on  tile  relating  to 
the  eI<*etion  of  Mr  Fitch,  were  on  tin*  !»th  of  March  \<u,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tramlmll 
reieiie<l  to  the  C4>mmitt4N*  on  the  Judiciary,  and  on  the  Itth  of  March  the  committee 
refMnttd  a  ies<dution  authorizing  tcstintony  to  l»e  taken  -slightly  variant  fn»m  the  mo- 
lutum  n'portisl  at  the  prece<lin!4  M^^sion.  'fhe  ri-Moluti<»n  wason  the  ^nme  day  onlered  to 
lie  on  the  tahlc  The  crtslentials  of  the  Hon.  .T«'Hse  h.  I'ritfht.  ele<te4l  a  Senator  fVom 
th«*  Stale  of  Indiana,  to  s,.r\e  xs  smh  until  the  1th  da>  of  Munh.  1h»:I.  were  prvhentcd 
to  th**  S^'uate  and  nail  on  the  *id  day  <»l  .Mareh,  ]K'>7;  and  at  the  e:dl<><l  wnvioo  of  the 
S^'nate.  on  the  4th  day  of  .Mareh.  A.  I>.  K>7.  Mr.  Hright  was  (|ualilie«l  and  took  hit 


*  Annrxrd  lo  Uic  rriM>rt.  wlii«>h  In  Inkt-ti  fn>iti  r««*rmt«>  l<e|Mirl<«. 'J*!  mf^m.  :B4b  l.*4>tig.,  Keport  No,Mi 
are  Uie  rr|Mirt«  made  Junuary  21  ami  'Si.  ItAiy,  wlikit  arr  priiitr<l  alM>v«. 
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seat.  At  the  first  session  of  the  present  Cengress,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1858,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  credentials  of  the  sitting  members  from  Indiana,  together 
with  all  papers  on  file  protesting  against  their  right  to  seats,  or  relating  to  their  election 
as  Senators  in  Congress  by  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  were  referred  by  the  Senate  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  On  the  21st  of  January,  1858,  the  committee  made  a  re- 
port, concluding  with  a  resolution  similar  to  the  resolution  which  had  previously  been 
reported  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Fitch,  authorizing  testimony  to  be  taken;  and  on 
the  25th  of  thr  >a:ne  month  Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  views  of  the  uiiiiority  of  the 
committee. 

Both  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  views  of  the  minority  were  printed  and  are 
appended  as  part  of  this  report,  with  a  view  to  the  illustration  of  the  questions  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  upon  wliich  its  decision  was  subsequently  made. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1858,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee  was  resumed,  aud,  after  the  rejection  of  some  proposed  amendments  and  the 
adoption  of  others,  the  Ibllowing  resolution  wa«  passed  by  the  Senate: 

^^ Resolved,  That  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  the  Hon.  Graham  X.  Fitch 
and  the  Hon.  Jev^se  D.  l>right,  Senators  returned  and  admitted  to  their  seats  fwrn  the 
State  of  Indiana,  the  sitting  members  and  all  pei-son^  protesting  against  their  election, 
or  any  of  them,  by  themselves  or  their  agents  or  attorneys,  1)e  permitted  to  take  testi- 
mony on  the  allegations  of  the  protestants  and  the  sitting  members  touching  all  mat- 
ters of  fiict  therein  contained  before  any  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  or  any  judge  of  the  supreme  or  circuit  courts  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  first 
giving  ten  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  proceeding  in  some  public  gazette 
printed  at  Indianapolis:  Provided,  Tliat  the  proofs  to  be  taken  shall  be  returned  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  ^v^thin  ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this  resolution: 
And  provided,  That  no  testimony  shall  be  taken  under  this  resoiution  in  relation  to  the 
qualification,  election,  or  return  of  any  member  of  the  Indiana  legislature." 

Testimony  was  subsequently  taken  by  the  protestants,  which  was,  together  with  cer- 
tain affidavits  presented  on  behalf  of  the  sitting  members  and  documentary  evidence 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1868,  Mr. 
Pugh  from  that  committee  reported  the  following  resolution: 

'^Resolved,  That  Graham  >J.  Fiteh  and  Jesse  D.  Bright,  Senators  returned  and  ad- 
mitted from  the  State  of  Indiana,  are  entitled  to  the  seats  which  thev  now  hold  in  the 
Senate  as  such  Senators  aforesaid,  the  former  until  the  4th  of  March,  1861,. and  the  latter 
until  the  4th  of  March,  1863,  according  to  the  tenor  of  their  respective  credentials." 

This  resolution  and  the  accompanying  documents  were  on  the  same  day  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  resolution  was  under  consideration  in  the  Senate,  and  fully  debated  at  several 
8ubse<iucnt  times,  and  was  finally,  after  the  rejection  of  several  proposed  amendments, 
passed  by  the  Senate  without  amendment  or  alteration.  In  the  (»pinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, this  resolution  (no  motion  having  been  made  to  reconsider  it)  finally  disjiosed  of 
all  questions  presented  to  the  Senate  involving  the  respective  rights  of  the  Hon.  Graham 
N.  Fitch  and  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  to  their  seats  in  the  Senate,  as  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Indiana  for  the  terms  stated  in  the  resolution.  It  appears  by  the  memorial 
that  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  at  its  recent  session  in  December  last,  assumed  the  power 
of  revising  the  final  decision  thus  made  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  under  its 
unquestioned  and  undoubted  constitutional  authority  to  *'be  the  judge  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  its  own  memljers."  Under  this  assumption,  it  also  appears  by  the  journals  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  legi.slature  of  Indiana, 
treating  the  seats  of  the  Senators  from  that  State  as  vacant,  proceeded,  snbst^quently, 
by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State,  to  elect  the 
Hon.  Henry  S.  Lane  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  serve 
as  such  until  the  4th  of  March,  1863,  and  the  Hon.  William  Monroe  McCarty  as  a  Sena- 
tor for  the  same  St-ite^  to  serve  as  such  until  the  4th  of  March,  A.  D.  1861.  Under  this 
action  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana  those  gentlemen  now  claim  their  seat^  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 

It  may  be  conceded  that  the  election  would  have  been  valid,  and  the  claimants  enti- 
tled to  their  seats,  had  the  legislature  of  Indiana  possessed  the  authority  to  revise  the 
decision  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  that  Messrs.  Fitch  and  Bright  had  been  duly 
elected  Senators  from  Indiana,  the  former  until  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  and  the  latter 
until  the  4th  of  March,  1863. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  however,  no  such  authority  existed  in  the  legislature 
of  Indiana.  There  was  no  vacancy  in  the  representation  of  that  State  in  the  Senate;  and 
the  decision  of  the  Senate,  made  on  the  12th  of  June,  1858,  established  finally  aud  (in 
the  absence  of  a  motion  to  reconsider)  irreversibly  the  right  of  llie  Hon.  Graham  N. 
Fitch  as  a  Senator  of  the  State  of  Indiana  until  the  4th  of  March.  1801,  aud  the  right  of 
the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  as  a  Senator  from  the  same  State  until  the  4th  of  March,  A. 
D.  1863. 
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The  dmHion  was  made  by  an  uuthurity  baviDg  exclusive  juiisdiction  of  the  subject; 
waa  judicial  in  it.s  nature;  and,  bein^  made  on  a  content  in  which  all  the  factA  and  <|UM- 
tions  of  law  involving  the  validity  of  the  ele<'tion  of  Messrs.  Fitch  and  Hri^j^ht,  and  their 
resiMM-tive  riKhtH  to  their  Heats,  were  as  fully  known  and  presented  to  th*:  Senate  as  they 
are  now  in  the  memorial  of  the  lej^islature  of  Indiana,  thejudj^uent  oi'  ite  ^eoate  then 
renderwl  is  final,  and  i»r<»i-hi<le.H  further  imjuiry  into  the  subject  to  wh  t  ;■  '■■.  ,flates. 

There  Ijeinj;,  by  the  deeiMiou  of  the  Senate,  no  vawmcy  fnmi  the  Si.i.:*  t».  Imliana  in 
the  Senate  of  the  Unite«l  States,  the  election  held  by  the  lejjislature  Oi  ilut  State  at  its 
recent  sesHiou  is,  in  the  «ipini(»n  of  the  ccmimittee,  a  nullity,  and  merely  void,  and  con- 
fers no  rights  uixin  the  iK'n^ons  it  assumed  to  elect  as  Senators  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  ask  to  l>e  dischargetl  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  legislature  of  Indiana. 

VIEWS  OP  THE  MINORITY.* 

Mr.  Collamer  submitte<l  the  following  views  of  the  minority: 

The  ixiwer  of  the  SfMiate  to  judge  of  the  election  and  qualitication  of  its  own  memberB 
is  nnliniit«*d  and  abiding.  It  is  not  exhnust4'<l  in  any  p:irticular  case  by  once  adjadi- 
eating  the  same,  iim  the  power  of  re-examination  and  the  correctitm  of  ern»r  or  mistake 
incident  to  all  judicial  tribunals  and  pro<'et*< lings  remains  with  the  Senate  in  this  respect, 
as  well  to  do  justice  to  itself  :is  to  the  States  represented  or  to  the  persons  claiming  or 
holding  seats.  Such  an  abiding  power  must  exist,  to  pai|^  the  body  from  intruders, 
otherwisi*  any  one  might  retain  his  st*at  who  had  om*e  wrongly  pn>cured  a  d«*cision  of 
the  Si*nate  in  bis  favor  by  frau<l  or  falsehood,  or  even  by  papers  forged  or  fabricated. 

In  ^%hat  ^\v^en  unci  at  whose  applicittion  a  reheiiring  will  at  all  tinit's  lie  granted  is  not 
DOW  neecHPUiry  to  in(|uire;  but  when  new  parties,  with  apiKirently  U*gal  <'laim,  apply, 
and  e^iK^'ially  when  a  sovereign  State,  by  its  legislature,  makes  respectful  application  to 
Im*  repreiUMite<l  by  p<>rs(ms  in  the  Senate  legally  elected,  and  insistn  that  the  sit  ting  mem- 
bers inuu  that  State  were  never  leg:illy  chosen,  we  ctmsider  timt  the  subject  should  be 
fully  re-exumine<l,  and  that  neither  the  State,  the  legislature,  or  the  itersons  now  claim- 
ing s<>atH  can  legally  or  justly  Im.>  estopiw^l,  or  even  prejudiced,  by  any  former  prooeed- 
inp(  of  the  Senate  to  which  they  were  not  parties. 

At  the  tirst  se!*(ion  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana  after  the  present  sitting  members 
were  declartnl  by  the  Si*iuite  as  entitled  to  their  seatM,  and  at  the  earliest  time  it  oould 
take  a4'tion,*it  declared  their  pn*tcnd<*d  election  as  inoperative  and  void,  ami  that  the 
State  was  inf.ict  unrepresentetl;  and  they  proceeded  to  elect  II.  S.  I^ane  and  William  M. 
Mc<*arty  as  Senators  of  the  Tnited  States  for  said  State,  a^-conling  to  the  C4mstitatioDot 
the  Tniteil  States;  and  they  send  here  theii  memorial,  alleging  that  the  present  sitting 
niemlH*rH  were  never  legally  elected;  and  they  show  facta,  in  addition  to  what  was  here- 
tofiire  pn'M-nt4*d  to  the  Senate,  tending,  as  they  consider,  to  sustain  this  allegation.  The 
said  I^ne  and  MK'arty  prtwent  their  (certificates  and  claim  their  seats.  We  oonsider  the 
nuitters  stateil  in  said  memorial  as  true.  The  said  I^Aue  and  McCarty  have  prenoied 
their  brief  suntaining  theii  claim  t(»  seats,  which  is  in  the  words  following: 

Bnrf  of  W.  M.  MrOtriy  and  Henry  S.  J^ne,  gmbmitttH  io  the  Judinary  OommitUf  •/  the 

Senate. 

The  State  in  entitb'41  to  the  ofHce.  The  legislature  is  her  supreme  instmmeDt  mad 
donee  of  the  |Miwer  to  elM*t  Senators.  It  is  the  creature  of  the  ronstitutioD,  which  is 
the  <liurt  of  it>  |»i)ner.  vested  only  in  two  co-ordinate  branches;  a  quorum  of  two^thirds 
of  the  menilxrs  it  rttiuisite  to  give  either  a  legal  entity;  each  is  equivalent  in  power, 
with  an  al»^>lutc  \eto  on  the  |M>wer  of  the  other. 

The  leuiT^i.itnn*  i«  a  cor|Minitton  aggregate,  with  only  such  power  as  its  creator  has  seen 
fit  to  endiiu  it  with,  to  Ik*  exercised  in  ctrnformity  to  the  laws  of  its  birth. 

Tt»  the  joint  \^  isdom  and  counsi*l  of  these  colleges  is  the  legislative  potrer  intmsled.  It 
is  not  {Kifivled  out  to  its  n»m|Mment  elements  io  integrals,  neither  is  it  Tested  in  an 
snialg-amatnl  Issly  of  the  two.  The  one  is  erected  as  a  Imrrier  to  the  other.  The  ordeal 
of  lM»th  must  )m*  iKiMhcd.  This  guaranty  against  abuse  cannot  be  broken  down  witboat 
deHtffiying  one  of  the  safeguanis  of  our  irovernment.  llie  sovereign  voice  is  an  nnit. 
The  poe  er  that  utteni  it  is  an  entirety— an  invisible,  intangible,  artificial  person.  The 
power  Is  in  the  organinm  adied  "the  geneml  assembly,**  and  not  in  the  indiridnal 
meml»erH.  It  is  not  the  rights  or  powers  of  the  memliem,  hot  the  delegated  trast  poweis 
of  the  State  tluit  are  wielde«l  in  senatorial  elections  or  other  exen-ises  of  legislatiTe 

C»wers.     Without  a  quorum  of  either  house  it  did  not  exist — without  either,  tba 
ture  did  not  exist,  and  without  a  legi*«lature  no  elecrtion  would  be  luul. 
Now.  the  facts  are  that  a  quorum  of  neither  honse  was  present  at  the  pretended 

•  Taken  fnim  Senate*  Rrporto.ld  wot  SBIh  Vtmu..  Itepoct  Nq. MS, parti. 
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tion  of  Messrs.  Bright  and  Fitch,  nor  even  a  majority  of  the  senate,  nor  did  either  house 
prescribe  the  time,  place,  or  manner  of  electing. 

It  LS  of  the  essence  of  legislative  power  that  its  exercise  shall  be  free  from  all  restraint; 
each  body  free  to  deliberate  and  act  in  its  duties;  each  entitled  to  its  full  powers.  The 
facts  are  that  the  senate^  upon-  eight  occ'ii<ions^  refused  to  go  into  joint  eonvintion  with  the 
house^  and  at  no  iivie  conftenial.  She  could  not  he  compel  ltd  to  merge  her  individuality, 
or  surrender  her  veto  power,  or  atiopt  the  joint- vote  mode  of  electing  Senators;  or,  in 
other  words,  dilute  or  annihilate  her  power,  upon  the  mandate  of  the  house,  as  that 
would  degrade  her  from  an  equal  to  an  inferior.  On  the  contrary  she  had  the  right  to 
determine  the  time,  place,  and  manner,  and  did  do  it  by  resolution,  to  elect  by  stparatc 
vote,  at  a  proper  time,  in  which  the  house  never  concurred.  Where  diverse  duties  are 
imposed,  she  must  determine  which  are  most  imperative  and  shall  have  priority. 

The  constitution  of  Indiana  only  provides  for  a  joint  tronvention  upon  the  contingency 
of  a  tie  vote  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor.  That  contingency  did  not  exist; 
therelbre  the  convention  did  not.  To  say  that  a  duty  to  form  a  joint  convention  creates 
it  is  as  absurd  as  to  say  that  the  subixBna  of  a  witness  works  his  presence,  or  the  com- 
mands of  the  decalogue  their  observance. 

Failing  to  get  the  senate  into  a  joint  convention,  a  false  record  of  that  pretended  fact 
was  made,  to  be  used  as  evidence,  and  which  has  1)een  used  as  veritable  and  true,  and 
the  absolute  verity  and  the  unimpeachable  quality  of  a  record  claimed  for  the  fabrication. 

The  resolves  of  the  senate  are  those  of  the  whole  body.  The  mutinous  senators  who 
usurped  the  name  and  power  of  the  senate  in  said- pretended  convention  were  subject  to 
arrest  by  order  of  that  body  for  absence,  and  the  attempt  to  nuUiiy  the  wiH  of  the  ma- 
jority by  attempting  a  business  at  a  time,  place,  and  in  a  manner  vetoed  by  that  bod}' 
by  a  resolve,  then  unvacatetl  and  unrescinded.  Said  convention,  if  it  existed,  expired 
with  the  duty  that  called  it  into  lii'e.  The  president  of  the  senate,  when  inaugurated 
governor,  his  office  as  president  of  the  senate  expired,  and  with  it  that  of  his  deputy 
president.  The  president  not  only  usurped  the  power  to  appoint  a  clerk — an  office 
not  known  to  the  law  and  void — who  only  authenticate<l  this  pretended  election  by  inter- 
polating it  into  the  journal  of  the  house.  This  president,  whose  power  expired  with 
that  of  his  creator,  arrogated  that  of  adjourning  it  to  a  tixe<l  day;  in  other  words,  com- 
manding it  to  obey  his  arbitrary  rescript ;  and,  at  a  subsequent  one,  the  more  imperious 
mandate  commanded  them  to  elect  Senators,  no  agreement  whatever  having  been  had 
by  the  house  therefor  as  to  time,  place,  and  manner. 

AYe  aver  that  not  only  did  no  usage  exist  in  Indiana,  but  that  in  no  solitiiry  instance 
was  an  election  had  without  the  consent  of  both  houses,  fixing  time,  place,  &c.,  by  law 
or  resolution.  While  said  pretended  convention  was  in  existence,  but  adjourned  to  a 
fixed  day,  numerous  attempts  were  made  in  both  houses  to  create  one  by  the  members 
who  voted  for  Messrs.  Bright  and  Fitch;  thus  offering  evidence  that  they  did  not  con- 
sider that  one  had  been  formed  and  was  in  existence.  No  forced  convention  could  be 
had.  Mutual  consent  was  necessary,  and  it  was  never  had  by  a  vote,  which  is  the  only 
mode  of  altering  the  will  of  a  legislative  body. 

The  history  of  joint  conventions  in  Ijidiana  will  also  show  that  no  other  business  was 
ever  transacted  than  that  for  which  it  was  specially  convened.  And  we  insist  that  the 
validity  of  the  acts  of  a  joint  convention  is  due  to  the  separate  action  of  the  two  houses 
as  the  general  assembly.  It  is  also  necessary  to  the  validity  of  all  elections  by  corporate 
bodies  that  notice  be  given  of  the  time,  &c.,  and  the  journals  of  neither  house  show  any 
such  notice  or  any  conventional  agreement  for  the  same. 

Upon  the  facts  and  law  above  no  legal  election  could  have  been  had. 

To  sustain  the  title  of  Messrs.  Bright  and  Fitch,  the  constitution  of  Indiana,  deposit- 
ing her  l^slative  power  in  two  co-ordinate  houses,  must  be  broken  down — that  which 
requires  two-thirds  of  the  members  to  exercise  any  of  her  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and 
that  one  house  cannot  coerce  the  other.  Not  only  is  this  election  in  defiance  of  these 
ii\j unctions,  but  in  the  face  of  a  positive  dissent  hy  one  )>ranch,  armed  by  the  people 
with  an  absolute  veto.  But  a  presiding  officer,  who  is  no  part  of  the  legislature,  nsurjKid 
the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  legislature;  all  the  forms  and  guarantees  with  which 
the  people  hedged  in  their  legislative  servant  were  disreganled,  and  it  is  claimed  that 
the  act  is  as  valid  as  if  they  had  been  ol)served. 

To  sustain  Messrs.  Bright  and  Fitch  the  constitution  of  Indiana  is  made  a  dead  letter. 
Will  the  Senate,  the  peculiar  guardians  of  State  rights,  reared  up  for  that  especial  pur- 
p06e,  exclude  Indiana  from  her  weight  and  voice  in  it  by  instruments  empowered  by 
her?  Will  she  be  allowed  to  interpret  her  own  constitution  and  acts,  or  will  the  Sen- 
ate, under  any  pretense,  blot  her  out  of  the  confederacy,  and  realize  all  those  fears  jwr- 
trayed  by  some  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  by  an  absorbtion  of  and  encroachment 
upon  State  rights? 

The  legislative  power  enshrines  and  protects  al  1  rights  subject  to  its  j  urisdiction.  Prior 
to  tlie  confederation  the  several  States  owed  this  duty  to  their  citizens.     They  did  not 
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surrender  it,  but  intrusted  it  to  the  Federal  for  their  better  protection  with  the  right 
guaranteed  them  of  a  voice  in  the  Senate,  as  a  means  of  enforcing  this  duty  through  the 
Federal  instrument. 

We  deny  that  under  a  constitutional  grant  of  power,  with  prescribed  modes  of  its 
exhibition,  that  you  can  discriminate  between  elections  and  laws.  The  selection  ol  a 
general,  ujwn  whose  skill  the  fate  of  an  army  or  tlie  country  may  depend,  or  of  a  judge 
upon  whase  legal  attainments  and  integrity  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zen may  depend,  is  of  less  moment  than  some  petty  law. 

The  same  power  is  as  requisite  to  the  creation  of  the  one  as  the  other. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  this  question  is  res  adjudicata. 

We  deny  that  our  rights  or  title  are  barred  by  a  decision  had  before  they  were  created. 

We  deny  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  Senate  is  capable  of  self-exhaustion.  We 
deny  that  the  political  right  of  the  State  is  capable  of  annihilation  without  annihilating 
the  Constitution  which  creates  the  right. 

We  insist  that  the  right  to  judge  of  the  election  and  qualification  of  members  most 
continue  while  the  term  continues. 

The  qualifications  are  continuing  conditions  of  title. 

We  deny  that  courts  are  ever  estopped  by  their  own  action. 

We  deny  that  sovereigns  are  estopped. 

We  deny  that  Indiana  was,  prior  to  this  time,  a  party  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate, or  had  opportunity  to  allege  or  elicit  the  true  facts. 

We  deny  the  power  of  the  Senate,  under  the  power  to  judge,  to  create  Senators  for  In- 
diana. 

We  claim  for  her  a  superior  knowledge  of  her  own  acts  and  grants. 

We  insist  that  the  simple  admission  of  a  Senator  to  his  seat  upon  credentials  is  a  de- 
cision, and  that  it  was  never  pretended  this  precluded  his  ouster  if  his  title  were  not  good. 

If  the  Senate  have  not  power  to  exclude  foreign  elements  at  all  times,  it  is  not  equal 
to  the  duties  intrusted  to  its  guardianship. 

'  And  we  will  not  believe  that  the  Senate  is  the  only  tribunal  on  earth  whose  wrongs, 
once  done,  are  eternal  and  irrevocable. 

w.  M.  Mccarty. 

H.  S.  LANE. 

In  the  case  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Congress,  the  power  to  re-examine  a  decision  made  on  an  election  of  members  was 
fully  considered  and  decided.  Gohlston  and  Claiborne  were,  at  a  special  election  held  on 
the  proclamation  of  the  governor,  chosen  representatives  from  that  State  to  a  special  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  called  by  the  President.  At  that  session  exception  was  taken  to  them, 
but  after  some  objection  they  were  admitted  to  their  seats.  •  Their  case  and  papers  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elections,  who  made  report,  and  thereupon,  on  full  and 
elaborate  discussion,  it  was  resolved  that  they  were  duly  elected  members  of  the  Twen- 
ty-fifth Congress,  and  entitled  to  their  seats.  This  was  in  September.  In  November 
following  an  election  was  holden  in  said  Stat«,  and  Prentiss  and  Ward  were  elected 
members  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress,  who,  in  December  following,  presented  their  cre- 
dentials and  claimed  their  seats.  It  was  then  insisted  in  that^  case,  as  it  now  is  in  this, 
that  the  decision  so  before  made  was  conclusive  of  the  right  of  Claiborne  and  Gohlston 
to  their  seats  as  members  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress,  and  the  whole  matter  was  **rc« 
adjudicata.''^  But  on  full  examination  and  after  full  discussion,  the  former  resolution 
declaring  said  Calibome  and  Gohlston  as  duly  elected  members  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Congress  was  rescinded. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana  should  be 
duly  entertained  and  considered,  and  the  said  Lane  and  McCarty  fully  heard;  and  that 
if  on  full  examination  and  hearing  the  Senate  find  that  the  present  sitting  members  were 
not  duly  elected,  the  resolution  declaring  them  elected  should  be  reconsidered.  And  if 
the  Senate  find  that  the  said  Lane  and  McCarty  were  legally  elected  thiey  should  be 
admitted  to  their  seats. 

J.  COLLAMER. 
L.  TRUMBULL. 

Thubsday,  February  10,  1859. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  on  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana  asking  that  the 
Hon.  Henry  S.  Lane  and  the  Hon.  William  M.  McCarty  be  admitted  to  seats  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  as  Senators  duly  elected  by  that  legislature;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  Tie  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ooneider  the  resolution,  submitted 
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by  him  the  3<1  iustimt,  to  admit  the  Hon.  Henry  S.  T-.ane  and  the  Hon.  'William  M.  Mc- 
Carty  to  seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  during  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  in  relation  to  their  election,  and  to  permit  them  to  speak  on  the 
merits  of  their  rights  to  seats  in  the  Senate;  and,      , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  he  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

[A  short  debate  is  found  on  pages  922,  923  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
35th  Cong.] 

♦  *  w  *  ^r  it  *  * 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward  to  postj)one  all  prior  orders  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  memorial  of  the  State  of  Indiana  in  relation  to  the 
representation  of  that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  19,  nays  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  votetl  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bell,  Broderick,  Cameron,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Crittenden,  Doolittle,  Durkee,  Foot,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
King,  Seward,  Simmons,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Bates,  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brown, 
Cliogman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Gwin,  Houston,  Hunter,  Jones,  Mallory,  Mason,  Pugh, 
Eeid,  Sebastian,  Shields,  Slidell,  and  Ward. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

[A  short  debate  on  the  order  of  business  is  found  on  pages  933,  934  of  the  Congres- 
sional Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess.  3r)th  Cong.] 

Fkiday,  February  11,  1859. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  Senate  resumed  the  considenition  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  memorial  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  relating  to  the 
Senators  of  that  State,  viz,  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  memorial. 

An  amendment  being  submitted  by  Mr.  Seward,  and  an  amendment  to  that  amend- 
*ment  1>eing  proposed  by  Mr.  Pugh, 

While  Mr.  Seward  was  engaged  in  debate  a  question  was  raised,  at  1  o'clock,  by  Mr. 
Iverson,  whether  the  special  order  of  the  day  (S.  '497),  being  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  was  not  entitled  to  precedence. 

The  Vice-President  decided  that  Mr.  Seward  was  still  entitled  to  the  floor,  on  a  priv- 
ileged question. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pugh  that  the  report  of  the  committee,  with  the  pending  amend- 
ments, lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeius  31,  nays  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desirecl  by  one-lilth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bigler, 
Brown,  Chesnnt,  Clay,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Gwin,  Hammond,  Houston, 
Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jones,  Kenned}'-,  Mallory, 
Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Reid,  Rice,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Stuart,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Toombs,  and  WaiS. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  arc  Messrs.  Bates,  Bell,  Broderick,  Cameron,  Chand- 
ler, Clark,  Collamer,  Doolittle,  Doughis,  Diirkee,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Hale,  Harlan,  King, 
Howard,  Simmons,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

[A  short  debate  is  found  on  pages  957-959  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
35th  Cong.] 

Monday,  Fehmary  14,  1859. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Collamer,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  rciwrt  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  on  the  memorial  of  the  State  of  Indiana  in  relation  to  the  Sena- 
tors from  Indiana,  with  the  reported  resolution,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana. 

An  amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Seward,  to  amend  the  resolution  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  by  striking  out  all  after  "resolved"  and  insert- 

**That  Henry  S.  Lane  and  W^illiam  M.  McCarty  have  leave  to  occupy  seats  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  pending  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 
the  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Indiana  declaring  them  her  duly  elected  Senators,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  speak  to  the  merits  ol'  their  rights  to  seats  and  on  the  report  of 
the  committee, " 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pugh  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Seward,  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  "that"  and  inserting  "the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  June  12, 
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1858,  affinuing  the  right  of  Graham  N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  "^D.  Bright  as  Senators  elected 
from  the  State  of  Judiana,  the  former  until  the  4th  day  of  Manli,  1801,  and  tlie  lat- 
ter until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1863,  was  a  final  decision  of  all  the  premises  then  in 
controversy,  and  conclusive  as  well  upon  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  and  all  i)ersons 
claiming  under  its  authority,  as  upon  the  Senators  named  in  the  resolution." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harlan  "That  all  the  papers  in  this  case  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  instructions  to  inquire  whether  Graham  N.  Fitch  and 
Jesse  D.  Bright  or  Henry  S.  Lane  and  W.  M.  McCarty,  or  any  one  of  them,  hius  been 
elected  to  the  oflSce  of  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Indiana  as  provided 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  usiigcs  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  and  report  the  facts  connected  with  and  bearing  on  the  supposed 
election  of  each  to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  contestiints  be  allowed  to  appear  at  the  bar 
of  the  Senate  when  such  report  shall  be  made  and  argue  their  right  to  seats," 

After  debate, 

A  division  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Harlan  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Stuart;  and  the 
question  being  taken  on  the  first  division,  viz,  "That  all  the  papers  in  this  case  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  14,  nays  32. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pugh,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Doolittle,  Douglas,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Trumbull,  and 
Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Benjannn,  Bigler,  Broderirk, 
Brown,  Chesnut,  Clay,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Gwin,  Houston,  Hunter, 
Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Lane,  Mallory, 
Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Reid,  Rice,  Shields,  Slidell,  Smith,  Stuart,  Toombs,  and  Ward. 

So  the  motion  to  recommit  with  instructions  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Pugh  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Seward,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  30, 
nays  16. 

On  motion  by  Air.  Seward,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  aflSrmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brown, 
Chesnut,  Clay,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Gwin,  Houston,  Hunter,  Iverson, 
.Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Lane,  Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Reid,  Rice, 
Shields,  Slidell,  Smith,  Stuart,  Toombs,  and  Ward. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Brotlerick,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
King,  Seward,  Trumbull,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Seward,  as  amended,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  21),  nays  16. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifbh  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brown,  Chesnut, 
Clay,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Gwin,  Houston,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson 
of  Arkansas,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Lane,  Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh,  Reid,  Rice,  Shields, 
Slidell,  Smith,  Stuart,  Toombs,  and  Ward. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Broderick,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
King,  Seward,  Trumbull,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
amended,  as  follows: 

^^Besolved^  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  June 
12, 1858,  affirming  the  right  of  Graham  N.  Fitch  and  Jesse  D.  Bright  as  Senators  elected 
from  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  former  until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1861,  and  the  latter 
until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1863,  was  a  final  decision  of  all  the  premises  then  in  con- 
troversy, and  conclusive,  as  well  upon  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  and  all  persons  claim- 
ing under  its  authority,  as  upon  the  Senators  named  in  the  resolution," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  30,  nays  15. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth 
of  the  Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Benjamin,  Bigler,  Brown,  Chesnut, 
Clay,  Clingman,  Davis,  Fitzpatrick,  Green,  Gwin,  Houston,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson 
of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Jones,  Kennedy,  Lane,  Mallory,  Mason,  Polk,  Pugh, 
Keid,  Rice,  Shields,  SlideU,  Smith,  Stuart,  Tcx>ml^,  and  Ward. 

\ 
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Those  who  vot^d  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Broderick,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamcr,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  King,  Seward,  Trum- 
bull, and  Wilson. 

So  the  reported  resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debates  are  found  on  pages  1014-1019  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d 
seas.  35th  Cong.,  and  on  pages  128-148  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe, 
part  2,  2d  scss.  35th  Cong.  J 
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[Special  session  of  Senate^  March,  1857.] 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Senator  from  Pemisylva^iia  from  March  17, 1845,  till  March  3, 1819;/ro?w 
March  4,  1857,  till  he  resigned  in  March,  1861 ;  and  from  March  4, 1807, 
till  he  resigned  in  March,  1877. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Cameron  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  for  the  term  bepinnitiu  ^fart-h  4.  1857,  a 
protest  ag^ainst  the  legality  of  his  eleetion  by  certain  members  of  the  k>Kislature  of  Pennsylvania 
was  presented  to  the  Senate.  The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  .hidiciary.  The 
committee  reported  tliat  the  grounds  of  the  protest  were  (1)  that  tl»erc  was  not  a  concurrent  major- 
ity of  each  house  in  favor  of  Mr.  Cameron  ;  ('2)  that  the  Stale  senate  did  not  comply  in  certain  par- 
ticulars with  an  act  of  the  State  regulatinK  the  election  of  Scnatoix;  and  ("Vi  that  the  election  was 
procured  "by  corrupt  and  Unlawful  uicans."  The  comn)itlec  reported  in  regard  to  the  first  ground 
of  the  protest  that  it  was  "  untenable  under  the  statute  of  Pennsylvania  and  ihe  uniform  i>ractical 
construction  of  the  I'^cdcral  Constitution  for  the  last  half  <*entury ;"  in  regard  t>  th.c  second  ground 
of  the  i>rolest  they  reported  that  the  provisions  of  lawallegctl  to  have  lH^en<lisregardcd  were  purely 
directory,  and  that  a  failure  to  comply  with  them  would  not  vitiate  an  election;  and  in  regard  to 
the  third  ground  of  the  protest,  reported  that  the  ''allegation  was  entirely  too  vague  and  in<lelinite" 
to  jusMfy  the  recommendation  of  an  investigation  by  the  United  States  S(Miale.  The  report  ende«l 
with  the  resolution  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
The  minority  of  the  committee  concurred  with  the  majority  in  relercnce  to  the  two  fn-st  points,  l>ut 
.submitted  a  report  dissenting  from  the  conclusion  of  the  majority  in  regard  to  the  third  point,  on 
'the  ground  that  when  a  protest  of  this  nature  comes  from  a  responsible  souret»  the  .^enate  should 
investigate  the  charges  and  allow  the  persons  protesting  an  opportunity  of  submitting  the  proof 
upon  which  the  charges  rest.  After  a  brief  debate  the  resolution  reportetl  by  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

The  history  of  the  ease  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  3d  sess.  3-lth  Cong.,  185<)-'57,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  in 
the  case  from  Senate  Reports,  3d  .sc.hs.  34th  Cong.,  Report  No.  1  of  the  special  session. 

The  debates  in  the  ease  are  found  within  pages  S87-.391  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional 
Globe,  3d  sess.  34th  Cong.,  1856-'57. 

Special  references  to  the  debate  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Fkiday,  Jamtari/  Ki,  18r>7. 

The  President  pro  tempore  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  elected 
a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  term  of  six  ycai-s  commencing  on 
the  4tli  day  of  March  next;  which  were  read. 

Wednesday,  March  4.  1857. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  lawwas  administered  to  Simon  Cameron,  and  he  took  his  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Friday,  Jilarch  6,  1857. 

Mr.  Bigler  presented  a  protest  of  fifty-four  members  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  a  protest  of  fifteen  members  of  the  senate  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  against  the 
proceedings  under  which  the  Hon.  Simon  Cameron  claims  to  represent  the  Slate  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  4th  of  March,  1857. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  3farck  9,  1857. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cameron, 

Ordiredy  That  the  protest  of  certain  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  State 
of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  the  protestol  members  of  the  senate  of  the  said  State,  presented  the 
6th  of  March,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Wednesday,  March  11,1857. 

Mr.  Benjamin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  a  protest 
of  members  of  the  senate,  and  a  protest  of  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
State' of  Pennsylvania  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Simon  Cameron  as  a  Senator  in 
Congress,  submitted  a  report  (No.  1),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^^BesoJred,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject." 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pagh  submitted  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on 
the  same  subject;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

'^Rcsnlrid,  That  Simon  Cameron  is  entitled  to  a  seat  uix)n  this  lloor  as  a  legally  cho.*»en 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  .'J8H,  r>hO  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe 
relcrred  to  in  the  head-note.] 
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BEPORT  OP  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Butler  (chairman),  Bayard,  Toombs,  Pugh,  Beu- 
jamin,  Collamer,  and  Tnimball.] 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  y  on  the  protests  of  certain  members  of  the  legialature  of 
.   Pennsylvania  against  the  election  of  the  Hon.  Simon  Cameron  as  a  Senator  in  Congress. 

Mabch  11, 1857. — Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  views  of  the  minority 

of  the  committee. 

The  Committee  on  tlie  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  protest  of  certain  meml)ers 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  alleging  cer- 
tain irregularities  and  illegalities  in  the  election  of  the  lion.  Simon  Cameron,  a  Senator 
from  said  State,  report: 

That  the  grounds  of  protest  are  stated  as  follows,  viz: 

First.  That  there  was  not  a  concurrent  majority  of  each  house  in  favor  of  the  candidate 
declared  to  be  elected. 

Second.  That  the  senate  did  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  2d  July, 
1839,  by  appointing  a  teller  and  making  a  nomination  of  persons  to  fill  said  office,  and 
giving  notice  of  said  appointment  and  noi^iination  at  least  one  day  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  said  convention. 

In  addition  to  the  two  grounds  aforesaid,  the  protest  presented  by  the  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  charges, 

Third.  *'  That  the  election  of  the  said  Simon  Cameron  was  procured,  as  they  are  in- 
formed and  believe,  by  corrupt  and  unlawful  means,  influencing  the  action  and  votes  of 
certain  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  State;  and  they  request  that  an 
investigation  be  ordered  by  your  honorable  body,  not  only  into  the  regularity  of  the  said 
election,  but  into  the  charges  herein  presented,  in  order  that  an  opportunity  may  be 
afforded  of  submitting  the  proof  upon  which  they  rest." 

In  relation  to  the  llrst  two  grounds  of  protest,  the  committee  are  unanimously  of  opin- 
ion that  no  facts  are  presented  tending  in  the  slightest  degree  to  impair  the  vialidity  of 
the  election  of  Mr.  -Cameron. 

It  is  true  that  the  law  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject  of  the  election  of  Senators  re- 
quires that  each  branch  of  the  legislature  shall  appoint  one  teller  and  nominate  at  least 
one  person  to  fill  such  office,  and  communicate  to  the  other  house  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons 80  appointed  and  nominated  at  least  one  day  previous  to  the  joint  meeting;  but  the 
same  law  also  provides  that  at  the  hour  of  twelve,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January- 
next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  constitutional  term  of  a  Senator,  the  members  of 
both  houses  shall  meet  in  convention  in  the  chamber  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
choose  a  Senator  t^tt^a  voce  from  the  persons  so  nominated  as  aforesaid;  and  also  expressly 
provides  that  the  person  who  shall  receive  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  pres- 
ent shall  be  declared  duly  elected. 

From  the  extracts  furnished  by  the  protesting  parties,  taken  from  the  journals  of  the 
two  houses,  it  appears  that  the  two  houses  did  meet  in  joint  convention  on  the  day  and 
at  the  place  appointed  by  law,  and  in  accordance  with  resolutions  piussed  in  each  house 
separately,  and  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  members,  composing  the  entire  legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  were  present  and  voted,  and  that  Simon  Cameron  received  67 
votes,  and  66  votes  were  given  for  all  the  other  candidates;  and  that  Simon  Cameron, 
having  thus  obtained  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  members  present,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Senator. 

It  appears  from  the  journal  of  the  senate  that  the  appointment  of  a  teller  and  the 
nomination  of  candidates,  and  the  communicatibn  to  the  other  house  of  the  appointment 
and  nomination  so  made,  all  took  place  on  the  day  of  the  election,  instead  of  one  day 
previous  to  the  election,  as  required  by  the  law  of  the  State;  but  your  committee  regard 
this  provision  of  law  as  purely  directory  in  its  nature,  and  are  of  opinion  that  a  failure 
to  comply  with  this  formality  would  under  no  circumstances  suffice  to  vitiate  an  elec- 
tion otherwise  legal  and  valid;  but  where,  as  in  the  present  case,  both  houses  proceeded 
without  objection  from  any  source  to  perform  their  constitutional  duty  of  electing  a  Sen- 
ator, the  necessity  of  complying  with  any  particular  forms  required*  by  law  may  fairly 
be  considered  as  waived  by  common  consent,  and  it  is  entirely  too  late,  atler  the  result 
of  the  voting  has  been  ascertained,  to  raise  a  question  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

The  objection  that  there  was  not  a  concurrent  majority  of  each  house  in  favor  of  the 
candidate  declared  to  be  elected  is  equally  untenable  under  the  statute  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  uniform  practical  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution  for  the  last  half 
century. 

The  third  ground  of  protest  is  signed  by  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
Penasylvania,  but  not  by  the  members  of  the  senate  of  that  State. 

It  is  a  general  allegation  '*  that  the  election  of  the  said  Simon  Cameron  was  procured, 
as  they  are  informed  and  believe,  by  corrupt  and  unlawful  means,  influencing  the  action 
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and  votes  of  certain  members  of  the  house  of  representatives/'  and  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  is  asked  to  investigate  the  charge. 

The  committee  cannot  recommend  that  this  prayer  be  granted.  The  allegation  is  en- 
tirely too  vague  and  indefinite  to  justify  such  a  recommendation.  Not  a  single  fact  or 
circumstance  is  detailed  as  a  basis  for  the  general  charge.  Neither  the  nature  of  the 
means  alleged  to  be  corrupt  and  unlawful,  nor  the  time,  place,  or  manner  of  using  them, 
is  set  forth,  nor  is  it  even  alleged  that  the  sitting  member  participated  in  the  use  of  such 
corrupt  means  or,  indeed,  had  any  knowledge  of  their  existence.  Under  no  state  of 
facts  could  your  committee  deem  it  consistent  with  propriety,  or  with  the  dignity  of 
this  body,  to  send  out  a  roving  commission  in  search  of  proofs  of  fraud  in  order  to  de- 
prive one  of  its  meml)ers  of  a  seat  to  which  he  is,  prima  facie,  entitled;  still  less  can  they 
recommend  such  a  course  when  the  parties  alleging  the  fraud  and  corruption  are  them- 
selves armed  with  ample  powers  for  investigation.  If  it  be,  indeed,  true  that  members 
of  the  house'of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  influenced  by  corrupt  consid- 
erations or  unlawful  appliances,  the  means  of  investigation  and  redress  are  in  the  power 
of  the  very  parties  who  seek  the  aid  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Let  their  com- 
plaint be  made  to  the  house  of  which  they  are  members,  and  which  is  the  tribunal  pe- 
culiarly appropriate  for  conducting  the  desired  investigation.  That  their  complaint  will 
meet  the  respectful  consideration  of  that  house  your  committee  are  not  permitted  to 
doubt.  If  upon  such  investigation  the  facts*  charged  are  proven,  and  i  f  they  in  any 
manner  involve  the  character  of  the  recently  elected  member  of  this  body  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  not  left  tlie  Senate  without 
ample  means  for  protecting  itself  against  the  presence  of  unworthy  mem1)ers  in  its  midst. 

In  the  jneaj\  time  your  committee  see  no  reason  for  initiating  any  proceeding  on  the 
subject,  and  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  dissents  from  the 
conclusion  at  which  his  colleagues  have  arrived  in  reference  to  the  contested  election  of 
a  Senator  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  protest  submitted  by  forty-four  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  that 
State  will  be  found  an  allegation  in  these  words: 

^'  The  undersigned  further  charge  that  the  electioi^of  the  said  Simon  Cameron  was 
procured,  as  they  are  informed  and  believe,  by  corrupt  and  unlawful  means  influencing 
the  action  and  votes  of  certain  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  this  State;  and 
they  request  that  an  investigation  be  ordered  by  your  honorable  body,  not  only  into  the 
regularity  of  the  said  election,  but  into  the  charges  herein  presented,  in  order  that  an  op- 
portunity may  he  afforded  ofsuhmiUing  the  proof  upon  which  they  rest  J  ^ 

It  is  objected  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  that  this  paragraph  does  not  specific- 
ally relate  the  facts  on  which  ajcharge  of  corruption  can  be  predicated. 

If  the  case  were  only  between  contestor  and  oontestee,  as  individuals,  there  might  be 
some  force  in  the  objection;  but  it  is  one  in  which  a  number  of  the  qualified  electors, 
themselves  public  agents,  inform  the  Senate  that  corrupt  as  well  asujilawf\il  means  have 
been  used  in  the  election. 

The  accusation  comes  from  a  responsible  soun^e,  and  is  too  serious,  too  distinctly  and 
directly  nmde,  to  be  treated  with  indifierence.  It  concerns  the  honor  of  the  Senate  and 
the  security  of  the  Government  that  no  rule  of  merely  technical  character,  applicable  as 
between  individuals,  should  prevent  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  case.  This  would 
seem  to  be  a  duty  the  more  imperative  in  view  of  the  statute,  enacted  at  the  late  session, 
in  which  very  stringent  and  unusual  provisions  have  been  made  for  the  detection  of 
corrupt  practices  by  members  of  Congress. 

The  undersigned  concurs  vnth  the  mf^jority  in  reference  to  the  other  points  of  contest. 

G.  E.  PUGH. 

Friday,  March  13,  1857. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  protests  of  certain  senators  and  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  election  of  the  Hon. 
Simon  Cameron  as  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  that  State;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dischai^ed  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Foot,  on  his  motion,  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  resolution,  submitted  by  him 
the  nth  instant,  respecting  the  right  of  the  Hon.  Simon  Cameron  to  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate. 

[The  debate  that  took  place  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  is  found  on  jrage  391  of 
the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  hend-note.] 
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[Thirty-fifth  Congress — First  session.] 

JAMES   SHIELDS, 
Senator  from  Minnesota  from  May  12, 1858,  till  March  3^  185D. 

February  2G,  1H57,  Consrrefls  passed  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Minnesota 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footinj2:  with  the  original  States.'*  The  constitution,  when  formed,  havinp:  l>een  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  that  committee  reported  a  bill  January  liti,  1858,  entitled  "A  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Minnesota  into  the  Union/'  which  wasapproved  May  It,  1)458.  February  25, 1858.  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  the  credential»  of  Mr.  Shields  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  a  letter 
from  him  setting  forth  the  grounds  upon  which  he  claimed  a  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  were  pre- 
sented. He  claimed  that  Minnesota  was  at  that  time  a  State  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  February  26, 
1897;  that  that  act  enabled  her  on  certain  terms  and  conditions  to  be  at  once  a  State  ;  that  she  had 

Sirformed  those  conditions.  March  4, 1858,  the  committee  unanimously  reported  a  resolution  that 
innesota  was  not  a  S^tate  of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  the  grounds  on  which  the 
resolution  was  based  not  being  given.  No  action  was  taken  on  the  resolution.  Mr.  Shields  was 
admitted  to  the  seat  after  the  bill  admitting  the  State  was  approved.  It  appears  from  the  debates 
which  took  place  on  the  question  whether  the  subject  was  a  privileged  <iiu>htion,  that  some.  Sen- 
ators thought  Mr.  Shields  entitled  to  the  seat  for  the  reasons  given  in  his  letter ;  that  some  thought 
that  no  act  of  admission  would  have  been  necessary  if  the  Territory  had  coin  plied  with  the  condi- 
tions of  the  enabling  act.  but  ihaX  it  had  not  done  so ;  that  others  thought  that  an  act  of  admission 
was  essential  even  if  the  conditions  of  the  enabling  act  had  been  complied  with.  Extracts  from 
speeches  will  show  more  at  length  the  grounds  upon  which  diflerent  Senators  procec<Icd. 

May  12.  LH58.  the  day  on  which  the  Minnesota  Senators  were  sworn,  a  debate  arose  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Senators  were  duly  elected  in  December.  1857,  or  whether  an  election  must  take 
place  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  admission.  This  debate  is  found  on  pages  207'i,  2077  t)f  the  Con- 
gressional Glolie.  part  3.  1st  sess.  35th  Cong.      There  was  no  division  of  the  Senate  on  the  fiuestion. 

Tlie  history  of  "the  <:iise  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  re- 
lating to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal.  1st  sens.  35tli  Cong. ;  the  report  of  the  committee,  from  Senate 
Reports,  1st  sess.  35th  Cong,,  vol.  1,  No.  104 ;  the  letter  of  Mr.  Shields,  from  the  Congressional  Globe, 
1st  sess.  35th  Cong.,  part  1,  pages  861,862,  and  extracts  from  speeches  from  the  same  volume  of  the 
Globe. 

The  debates  In  the  case  are  found  on  pages  861-867  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  p:\rt  1,  1st  sess. 
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LETTEB  OF  MB.  SHIELDS. 

Washington,  February  24, 1858. 

Sib:  I  b^  leave  to  offer  a  few  reasons  to  show  that  Minnesota  is  one  of  the  sovereign 
States  of  this  Union.  My  first  proposition  is,  that  there  are  only  two  forms  of  political 
organization  under  which  a  community  of  American  citizens  can  legitimately  exist  within 
the  jurisdiction  and  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  one  is  the  organ- 
ization of  a  Territory  of  the  Union;  the  other,  that  of  a  State  of  the  Union.  These  are 
the  only  determinate  shapes  into  which  political  communities  can  be  molded  under  our 
Ck>nstitution.  Each  has  its  appropriate  place  in  our  federal  system.  A  conmiunity  of 
American  citizens  living  under  a  territorial  organizatiou  is  in  direct  and  legitimate  con- 
nection with  the  Federal  Government.  That  same  community,  transformed  into  a  State, 
in  also  in  direct  legitimate  connection  with  the  Federal  Government.  In  the  transition 
from  a  Territory  to  a  State,  there  is  no  point  of  time  at  which  this  qonnection  can  by  any 
possibility  be  broken.  The  territorial  government  continues  in  full  force  until  it  is 
superseded  by  a  State  government;  and  whenever  the  people  constitute  themselves  law- 
fully into  a  State,  it  is,  lo  instanti,  a  State  of  the  Union.  There  is  no  such  political 
anomaly  as  a  State  out  of  the  Union,  or  not  yet  in  the  Union.  These  erroneous  terms 
have  been  applied  so  vaguely  to  communities  whose  condition  is  not  easily  determined 
that  the  public  begin  to  think  there  must  be  some  intermediate  provisional,  probation- 
ary state,  in  which  communities  are  sometimes  kept  on  their  passage  from  the  condition 
of  Territories  to  that  of  sovereign  States  of  the  Union.  California  was  denominated, 
not  many  years  ago,  a  State  out  of  the  Union.  Minnesota  is,  I  suppose,  at  present  con- 
sidered by  some  a  State  not  yet  in  the  Union,  or,  perhaps,  a  provisional  State.  Certainly 
the  representatives  of  Minnesota  are  at  present  in  a  provisional  dilemma,  not  knowing 
whether  they  represent  a  State  in  the  Union  or  out  of  the  Union. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  law  of  1857  authorizing  the  people  of  Minnesota 
to  form  a  State  government.  The  first  section  contains  the  following  language:  ''The 
inhabitants  of  Minnesota  are  hereby  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  constitution 
and  State  government  by  the  name  of  Minnesota,  and  to  come  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
iboting  with  the  original  States,  acconling  to  the  Federal  Constitution.''  Here  the 
authority  is  absolute  and  unconditional,  first,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
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ment;  secondly,  to  come  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States; 
authority  to  make  a  State  and  authority  to  come  into  the  Union.  No  langunge  could 
be  more  positive;  no  authority  could  he  more  plenary;  no  act  could  he  more  detcTininatc. 
The  people  have  performed  their  engagements  in  good  i'aith,  and  they  have  a  right  to 
expect  a  like  compliance  on  the  part  of  Congress.  These  engagemeuls,  too,  afiect  the 
most  sacred  of  all  political  rights— the  constitutional  rights  of  a  sovereign  State.  The 
third  section  of  the  Minnesota  enabling  act  strengthens  and  corroborates  this  position. 
It  provides  that  a  convention  of  delegates  shall  assemble  at  the  capital  of  said  Territory 
on  the  second  Monday  of  July  next  (1857),  and  first  determine  by  a  vote  whether  it  is 
the  wish  of  the  people  of  the  proposed  State  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  "at  that 
time."  Mark  the  language:  not  thereafter;  not  upon  the  hapj)ening  of  any  future  con- 
tingency; but  *'at  that  time,"  to  wit,  on  the  second  Monday  in  July,  1857;  "and  if 
so,"  that  is,  if  they  shall  so  determine,  "shall  proceed  to  form  a  constitution,  and  to 
take  all  necessary  steps  for  the  "establishment  of  a  State  government  in  conformity  with 
the  Federal  Constitution,  subject  to  the  approval  and  ratification  of  the  people  of  the 
proposed  State." 

Here  two  things  are  to  be  specially  observed:  first,  the  determination  to  become  a 
State  at  that  time;  not  the  determination  at  that  time  to  become  a  State,  bnt  a  State  at 
that  time.  Second,  the  submission  to  the  approval  and  ratification  of  the  people.  When 
was  Minnesota  to  become  a  State?  At  that  time.  How  was  her  constitution  to  be  rati- 
fied? By  submission  to  the  people.  She  has  complied  with  every  requirement.  She 
entered  the  Union  at  the  time  prescribed;  her  constitution  is  ratified  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed; and  yet  she  is  now  as  completely  postponed  and  ignored  as  if  she  had  disre- 
garded all  her  obligations.  Permit  me  to  cite  two  precedents,  whicli,  I  hope,  will  prove 
conclusive  in  this  case.  In  1802  an  enabling  act  was  passed  for  Ohio  somewhat  similar 
to,  but  not  so  decisive  as,  the  Minnesota  act.  The  authority  given  was  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government;  and  then  follows  this  language:  "The  State,  when 
formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States. " 
This  was  then  considered  an  authorized  admission  of  the  State,  and  the  only  act  of  ad- 
mission that  ever  took  place  in  the  case  of  Ohio;  and  that  State  is  now  in  the  Union 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  that  enabling  act. 

The  enabling  act  in  the  case  of  Indiana  contains  the  following  language:  "The  State, 
when  formed,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union."  Mark  the  difference  in  the  two  acts. 
In  the  case  of  Minnesota  authority  is  given  to  come  in  at  the  present  time.  In  the  case 
of  Indiana  a  promise  is  given  for  her  admission  at  some  future  time;  under  the  law 
Indiana  adopted  a  constitution  and  elected  Representatives,  as  Minnesota  has  done. 

On  the  2d  December,  1816,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Representative  from  the  new  State,  pre- 
sented his  credentials  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  sworn  in,  was  appointed  on 
a  committee,  and  was  allowed  to  vote  and  act  as  a  member  of  that  body ;  and  yet  it  was 
not  until  ten  days  afterward  (on  the  12th  of  the  same  month]  that  a  joint  resolution 
was  passed  by  both  branches  of  Congress  formally  admitting  Indiana.  This  kind  of 
resolution  was  then  considered  form — nothing  but  mere  form — something  which  Congress 
has  the  power  to  observe  or  omit  at  pleasure,  but  something  with  which  the  State  has  no 
concern,  and  which  cannot  affect  its  right.  This  was  then  the  opinion  of  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, at  that  time  a  member  of  the  other  House;  and  this,  we  may  fairly  presume,  would 
be  his  opinion  if  he  were  a  member  of  the  Senate  now.  When  the  precedent  was  estab- 
lished Daniel  Webster  was  also  a  member  of  the  House,  and  gave  it  the  weight  of  his 
authority.  But  Minnesota  stands  upon  far  stronger  grounds  than  Ohio  or  Indiana — the 
ground  of  Congressional  authority.  If  this  authority  is  good  Minnesota  cannot  fail .  This 
is  a  great  question — a  question  of  constitutional  right,  of  national  faith.  Congressional 
faith,  I  sincerely  hope, will  be  held  sacred  and  inviolate  In  the  case  of  Minnesota  by  the 
prompt  admission  of  her  representatives.  My  sense  of  duty  to  my  constituents  compels 
me,  through  you,  to  make  this  appeal  to  the  Senate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SHIELDS, 

Senator  from  Minnesota. 

Hon.  John  J.  Crittenden. 

» 

[Extract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  PnRh,  of  Ohio,  maintaining:  that  the  application  of  Mr.  Shields  if< 
a.  question  of  privilegre,  but  that  Minnesota  was  not  a  State,  not  having:  complied  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  enabling  act,  page  862,  part  1,  of  the  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

**  I  say  that  an  enabling  act  was  justified  when  it  was  first  proposed,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  ah  act  of  admission,  a  conditional  act  of  admission,  and  when  the  S^^ate  to  be 
formed  complied  with  the  conditions,  she  was  in  the  Union  without  anything  else.  That 
is  the  beginning  of  all  the  enabling  acts;  and  that  is  the  only  excuse  Congress  ever  had 
for  passing  one.     That  is  one  reason  why,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  necessary  for  Kan- 
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sas,  or  any  other  new  State,  when  she  presents  herself,  to  have  any  enabling  act.     Noth- 
ing is  reguisite  hut  an  act  of  admission. 

*'  ]>nt  cases  have  arisen  where  ])oth  Houses  of  Congress  have  l)een  obliged  to  consider 
whether  the  proposed  State  li-.us  complied  with  the  conditions  in  the  previous  act  of  ad- 
mission; and  tliiit  is  the  ([IK'  tion  ia  ivialioii  to  Miunt'sotii.  f  liave  read  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories  with  very  greut  care,  and  examined  the  documents  sub- 
mitted with  that  rc^wrt;  and,  although  I  acknowledgti  there  is  no  error  which  we  may 
not  heal  by  a  joint  resolution  of  admission,  I  do  not  think  Minnesota  has  complied 
witli  the  terms  of  the  enabling  act.  I  do  not  think  she  ever  held  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates as  required  by  that  law.  I  do  not  consider  the  breach  healed  by  the  subsequent 
vote  that  was  taken  in  October.  If  we  object  to  the  form  of  the  voto  that  was  taken  in 
Kansas  on  the  21  st  of  December,  the  form  of  the  vote  that  was  taken  in  Minnesota  is 
just  as  objectionable;  but  I  agree  that  these  are  not  fatal  defects.  They  are  defects 
which  we  can  heal  by  a  joint  resolution,  or  a  subsequent  act  of  Congress.  Therefore, 
whilst  I  do  believe  that  this  is  a  question  of  privilege,  that  when  this  gentleman  pre- 
sents himself  here,  and  claims  to  be  a  Senator  from  a  State  which  we  have  so  far  recog- 
nized as  to  authorize  her  to  become  one  on  the  performance  of  certain  conditions,  his 
claim  is  a  question  of  privilege.  I  do  not  agree  that  Minnesota  has  so  far  complied  with 
■  the  terms  of  admission  as  to  entitle  her  Senators  and  Representatives  to  be  sworn 
without  some  waiver  by  Congress  in  the  shape  of  a  joint  resolution.  Therefore,  whilst 
I  shall  vote  to  consider  it  a  question  of  privilege,  I  Ciinnot,  on  the  facts  stated  by  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  vote  that  Minnesota  is  entitled  to  have  her  Representatives 
and  Senators  here. ' ' 

[Eztraot  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Crittonden,  of  Kentucky,  in  support  of  the  rij^ht  of  Mr.  Shields  to  a 
seat,  pntj;es  863, 864,  part  1, of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

"  The  jwint  that  is  made  on  the  part  of  the  individual  applying  to  take  his  seat  as  a 
Senator  is,  that  Minnesota  is  a  State  in  virtue  of  the  enabling  act;  that  that  act  enabled 
her  on  certtiin  terms  and  conditions  to  be  at  once  a  State,  and  to  come  into  the  Union  as 
such  under  the  Federal  Constitution.  She  has  performed  those  conditions.  She  has 
become  a  State,  according  to  his  vie  wand  his  argument,  and  is  entitled  to  be  represented 
on  this  floor  as  a  State.  As  Mr.  Hendricks  was  permitted  in  the  other  House  to  take 
his  seat,  and  to  vote,  and  the  votes  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  were 
allowed  to  be  counted,  although  they  were  elected  before  any  formal  admission  by  Con- 
gress, I  see  no  reason  why  the  gentleman  in  question  has  not  a  just,  constitutional,  and 
lawful  privilege  to  take  his  seat  here;  and,  if  it  be  denied  to  him,  to  appeiil  to  you  and  to 
this  body  as  upon  a  question  of  privilege  to  maintain  and  vindic;ite  his  right. 

"  The  allowing  him  to  take  his  seat  here  is  one  thing  and  a  formal  admission  of  the 
State  another.  There  may  be,  and  are,  certain  purposes  for  which  it  is  very  convenient 
to  passoan  act  of  formal  admission  into  the  Union.  That  may  be  done;  but  it  <loes  not 
follow  because  that  may  be  done  that  the  Senator  shall  not  be  permitted,  bel'ore  this 
formal  act  be  done,  to  take  his  seat  and  represent  his  State.  You  know  that  the  consti- 
tution has  been  made;  you  know,  and  the  Senate  know,  that  that  constitution  is  of  the 
character  re(|uired  by  the  enabling  law,  and  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  we 
know  the  capacity  of  the  principal  to  appoint  such  representatives;  we  know,  however, 
that  in  transactions,  of  such  consequence  as  the  admission  of  Slates  it  may  be  well 
enongh  for  us  to  adhere  to  the  principle  of  giving  a  subsequent  consent,  au<l  admitting 
the  State  by  subsequent  act.  We  can  retain  that;  but  where  is  the  reason  why  this 
State  shall  be  unrepresented  in  either  House,  until  you  can  have  passed  that  act?'  The 
forms  retjuire  delay.  Here  is  a  State  entitled  to  admission,  and  if  it  is  entitled  to  ad- 
mission it  is  entitled  to  representatives  on  this  floor.  It  is  the  privilege  of  the  State  to 
re(iuire  it;  it  is  the  privilege  of  the  person  she  elects  to  represent  her  to  require  it,  and 
that  is  all  that  is  done. 

"The  first  question  rc'inired  by  the  enabling  act, in  respect  to  Minnesota  in  forming 
her  constitution,  to  be  decided,  is  whether  the  pcH)ple  of  the  Territory  described  desire 
to  be  formed  and  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union  at  once.  That  question  w:is  put, 
and  that  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  The  people  of  Minnesota  s;nd,  '  We 
desire  to  be  admitted  at  once;  it  is  not  now  our  wish  hereafter  to  be  admitted,  but  it  is 
our  desire,  our  determination,  to  be  admitted  now,  at  once,  into  the  Union.'  That  is 
the  qfiestion  which  Congress  directed  to  be  put.  That  is  the  question  which  was  de- 
cided, and  every  other  condition  required  by  Congress  was  fully  complied  with,  as  the 
constitution  now  before  you  shows. 

**  What  evasion  then  is  it,  Mr.  President,  to  decline  to  receive  her  representatives  on 
this  floor  on  an  equal  footing  with  those  of  the  other  States  of  this  Union.  I  confess  it 
seems  to  me  they  have  as  perfect  a  right  as  I  have  to  a  seat  hero,  and  if  I  might 
come  from  my  State,  with  all  the  legally  required  authentications  of  my  right,  and  pre- 
sent them  to  you,  and  from  negligence,  from  apathy,  from  opposition,  or  from  any  other 


1&0  feEXATL    ZLLCJIOS    CAiJE5. 

CMumr  jfXL  were  u>  refa-i^  to  ^m: outer  to  me  the  oath,  the  ar^raeat  of  the  ^-rntlem.in 
froBO  Vifsfir.ia  worihl  apply — 'Oh.  this  is  no  breach  of  privilt^:  T.>a  ^r?  sot  a.Scaator; 
yoar  Htatft  ham  cftrtifi*:*!  joa  to  be  a  .Senator,  the  I^gUiatare  his  d-ixlir*^!  voa  to  be  a 
hi«!!nAU/r:  bat  th^  VtadfiT^l  aithoritiet  re<iaire  voa  to  take  an  oath,  ^a*!  tha:  'Xiih  >  ntm^esi- 
■ar/  to  make  too  a  .Senator*  No,  sir:  I  am  as  mnch  a  .Sen3&>r  before  I  takrrthe  oath 
M  I  am  afterwards.  It  ci>ntrlbata  nothing  to  make  me  a  .Senator.  If  I  iliil  to  take 
that  ftsith  and  presiame  to  act  without  it.  I  am  goiltj  of  an  otTeitse:  hot  I  am  a  Senator 
before.  Can  yoa  treat  any  gentleman  elected  to  this  boily  in  this  manner — re.:i<<;  to 
administer  Ur  htm  tbe  rxith.  and  then  tell  him.  'For  that  cause  I  have  anaalled  vou  as 
a  .Senat^if,  and  yon  can  make  no  qaestion  of  privilege  in  regard  to  it :  one  masjt  l^e  a 
Henat/JT  liefore  a  qc&ition  of  pririlege  can  attach  to  him:  yon  are  not  one.  bevansc  I  have 
wyt  nwfrm  you;  and  I  will  not  .swear  yoo,  becaose  I  do  not  intend  that  yon  shall  act  as 
a  Henator?  '  If  that  u  not  a  breach  of  privilege  it  is  ntterly  incomprehensible  to  me 
what  can  1^.  It  in  a  breach  of  privilege — a  flagrant  one:  and  it  is  not  Ies.s  a  breach  of 
privilege  because  there  is  the  power  in  those  who  commit  it  to  avoid  responsibility 
for  it," 


(Estnct  from  remarkA  of  Mr.  Toomln,  of  OeorgitL,  citing  the  case  of  Ohio,  page  866,  part  l,of  the 

l>jngremi€toml  Gk>be  referred  to  in  tbe  head-noce.] 
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In  1^f2,  when  Ohio,  under  an  enabling  act,  had  made  a  constitution  and  went  on 
under  the  regular  forms  to  constitute  a  State  government,  a  committee  of  this  body  was 
appr>interi.  Von  will  not  find  it  in  theprint<^  Journals,  but  it  is  now  in  manuscript  in 
the  Hecretary*A  office.  The  committee  were  to  inquire  whether  or  not  Ohio  was  a  State. 
They  Maid  Oingrem  had  passed  an  enabling  act,  that  Ohio  had  complied  with  the  condi- 
tUftin.  and  that  nothing  else  was  necemary  but  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
ov#:r  her.  They  did  that,  and  swore  in  the  members.  They  decided  that  she  had  com- 
plierl  with  all  the  conditions,  and  was  a  State." 

[Rxfrn/rt  from  retnarki  of  Mr.  Brown,  of  3Ii4Bi8sippi,  maintaining  that  Minnew>ta  could  not  become 
•  HtMi«:  until  tb«>  iMwwfce  of  an  act  of  admiasion.  page  866,  part  1,  of  the  Congreaaiooal  Globe  re- 
ferred U>  in  the  head-note.] 

*'  \ow,  is  Minnesota  a  State  of  the  Union  ?  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution  proposed 
by  the  S«'nator  from  Georgia,  but  I  do  it  in  deference  to  the  judgment  of  other  gentle- 
men, artd  to  get  clear  of  the  question  now,  and  not  because  there  is  one  single  shade  of  a 
nhiulow  of  doubt  on  my  mind  on  the  subject.  Minnesota  is  not  a  State  of  the  Union. 
If  shf  i.*(,  •^he  must  have  been  made  so  by  the  enabling  act.  There  is  no  pretense  that 
i(hp  has  l>ec^»nie  a  State  in  any  other  way.  Who  knows  ?  How  has  it  been  Congression- 
ally  asf-ertained  that  she  hxM  complied  with  the  enabling  act?  Where  is  the  judgment 
on  that  subject?  How  has  it  been  ascertained  that  her  constitution  does  not  infringe  or 
violate  the  Om.Mtitution  of  the  United  States?  When  was  it  ascertained  and  put  upon 
the  recfirti  that  her  constitution  is  republican  in  its  form?  All  these  things  maybe 
true,  bnt  they  have  not  been  ascertained.  There  is  nothing  on  the  record  to  show  that 
they  are  true.  Where  ia  the  evidence  that  in  fixing  her  boundaries  she  has  not  run 
into  the  mljoining  States  and  cut  off  a  part  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  ?  Has  it  been  ascer* 
taincNl  that  that  is  not  true?  Suppose,  without  inquiry,  just  by  virtue  of  the  enabling 
act,  sht*  i.H  now  in  the  Union,  and  it  turns  out  that  her  constitution  is  not  republican  in 
form^  that  her  lioundaries  violate  the  boundaries  of  the  adjoining  States,  that  she  has  in 
other  n'H|NH:ts  violated  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  then  what?  Is  she  out  of 
the  Union  ?  I^  you  break  up  the  Union  by  turning  her  out  to-morrow  as  soon  as  you 
afict>rtain  that  these  things  are  true?  If  she  is  in  the  Union,  she  is  in  from  the  day  her 
oonNtitution  was  passed  by  the  members  of  the  convention  which  made  it,  for  you  have 
done  nothing  to  give  sancaion  to  it  since  that.  If  she  is  in  by  virtue  of  the  enabling  act 
she  is  in  from  the  very  honr  when  the  convention  made  the  constitution;  and  then  I 
•appose  the  very  instant  you  find  out  that  her  constitution  is  in  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  she  goes  out.    That  is  an  act  of  dissolution. 

'*  I  M|N>ak  of  these  matters  simply  to  show  what  strikes  me  to  be  the  absurdity  of  de- 
claring a  State  in  the  Union  in  this  sort  of  informal  way.  If  she  cannot  be  in  the  Union 
with  a  c(m<titution  an ti -republican;  if  she  cannot  be  in  with  boundaries  which  infringe 
the  boundaries  of  other  States;  if  she  cannot  be  in  because  her  con.<4itution  pm^'idesfor 
orders  of  nobility,  stars,  and  garters,  and  all  that;  if  she  cannot  be  in  for  any  one  of  the 
hundred  reasons  which  I  could  name,  then  there  must  be  a  necessity  for  ascertaining 
that  these  objections  do  not  exist  before  she  is  in  at  all.  Who  has  ascertaint.I  it?  It  is 
the  duty  of  Congress  under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  it  to  admit 
new  i^UiUvn  to  nitcertain  all  these  points.  When  they  have  done  it  and  put  that  ascer- 
tainment in  the  form  of  a  judgment  on  the  records,  the  State  is  in.  nnd  not  till  then. 
About  this  I  hnvc  no  doubt,  and  lam  astonished  to  find  that  anybotly  cbelias;  but 
■till  in  defciunce  to  the  opinion  of  other  gentlemen,  and  to  get  dear  of  the  question,  I 
will  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  GeoigiA." 
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Thursday,  F€bruary.2o,  1858. 

Mr.  Crittenden  presented,  as  a  privileged  subject,  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  James  Shields, 
setting  forth  the  grounds  upon  >\'hich  he  claims  a  right  to  a  seat  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Minnesota;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Crittenden  also  presented  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  James 
Shields  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Minnesota;  which  was  read ;  and  moved  that  the  oath 
of  office  be  administered  to  Mr.  Shields,  and  that  he  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  raised  the  question  of  order,  whether  the  subject  prerjeuted 
by  Mr.  Crittenden  was  aprivileycd  subject. 

The  Vice-President  submitted  the  question  for  the  decision  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  that  the  subject  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — ^yeas  22,  nays  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Iversou,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-liilh  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allen,  Biggs,  Bright,  Brown,  Clay, 
Evans,  Green,  Hammond,  Hunter,  Iverson,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
Jones,  Mallory,  Mason,  Pearce,  Polk,  Sebastian,  Slidell,  Thomson  of  New  Jersey, 
Toombs,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bell,  Benjamin,  Broderick,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Gollamer,  Crittenden,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Douglas,  Durkee,  Fesseuden,  Fitch,  Foot,  Foster, 
Gwin,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Houston,  King,  Pugh,  Seward,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Trumbull, 
and  Wilson. 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Toombs  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

^^Besolvedf  That  the  question  of  the  admission  of  James  Shields  to  a  seat  in  this  body, 
as  a  Senator  Arom  the  State  of  Minnesota,  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  whether  or  not  Minnesota  is  a  State  of  the  Union  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws. ' ' 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Thuusday,  3Iar('h  4,  1858. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  inquire  whether  or  not  Minnesota  is  a  State  of  the  Union  under 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  submitted  a  report  (No.  104),  accompanied  by  the  following 
resolution: 

*^  Kesolvedf  That  Minnesota  is  not  a  State  of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard, 

Orderedj  That  the  report  be  printed. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Bayard  (chairman),  Toombs,  Pugh,  Benjamin, 
Green,  Gollamer,  and  Trumbull.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
March  4,  1858.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bayard  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Senate  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  question  of  the  admission  of  James  Shields  to  a  seat  in  this  body 
as  a  Senator  from  theiState  of  Minnesota  l>e  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with 
instructions  to  Inquire  whether  or  not  Minnesota  is  a  State  of  the  Union  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws." 

Having  considered  the  question  as  to  which  they  Were  by  the  foregoing  resolution 
instructed  to  inquire,  the  committee  have  iimtnimomly  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Besohedf  That  Minnesota  is  not  a  State  of  the  Union  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws. 

compensation  of  senators. 

Tuesday,  31ay  25,  1858. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secrctiiry  of  the  Senate  ask- 
ing the  direction  of  the  Vice-President  as  to  the  time  at  which  the  compensation  of  the 
Senators  from  Minnesota  is  to  commence. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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Thursday,  June  3,  1858. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  o\ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  the  Senators  from  Minne- 
sota, reported: 

That  there  is  no  express  provision  in  the  act  regulating  the  compensation  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  applicable  to  the  i)articular  case  presented;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  a  correct  construction  of  the  act  of  August  16,  1856,  forbids  the  allowance 
of  compensation  until  the  State  of  Minnesota  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  that 
the  compensation  to  the  Senators  from  that  State  should  commence  on  the  day  of  ad- 
mission, May  11,  1858. 

[There  was  no  debate  on  the  subject  of  compensation,  nor  any  action  on  the  jreport.] 
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[Thirty-fifth  Ck)ngress — First  seasion.] 

HENEY  M.  RICE, 
Senator  from  Minnesota  from  May  12,  1858,  till  March  3, 1863. 

May  12, 1858,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Rice  were  presented,  and  he  took  his^eat  in  the  Senate.  On 
the  same  day  the  followin)>:  reflulution  waH  submitted  by  Mr.  Harlan,  of  Iowa,  for  conbideration : 
**  Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  allcf^tion  of  fraud  and  extortion 
made  aj^inst  Henry  M.  Rice  as  a^ent  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the  sale  of  the  Fort  Crawford 
reservation,  Ity  settlers  on  said  reservation,  and  that  sai(f  comniitice  have  power  to  send  fur  )>ersons 
and  papers."  This  resolution  was  amended  so  that  tlie  Committee  on  Military  AflairH  were  in- 
structed to  make  the  investig^ation.  That  committee  reported  June  9, 1858.  that  *'  after  an  examina- 
tion of  all  the  testimony  adduced,  they  do  not  find  that  it  sustains  any  allegation  which  in)f>utes 
criminality  to,  or  arraigns  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Rice,  and  finding  nothing  in  the  developments  of 
the  investigation  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  tend  to  dis<|ualify  him  for  a  seat  in  tlie 
Senate,  they  herewith  submit  the  re<!or<l  in  the  case  as  a  part  of  this  report,  and  ask  to  l>e  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject."    The  report  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  1st  sess.  35th  Cong.,  which  includes  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  debates  on  the  case,  which  are  very  brief,  are  found  on  pages  207r)-207y,  '1V2^\,  2I<i.'J  of  the  Con- 
gressional Globe,  part  3, 1st  sess.  35th  Cong.  The  record  accompanying  the  report' of  the  committee 
u  found  in  Senate  Reports,  1st  sess.  35th  Cong.,  vol.  2,  No.  314. 

Wednesday,  3Iay  12,  1858. 

Mr.  Toombs  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Henry  M.  Kice,  elected  a  Senator  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Minnesota;  which  were  read. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  the  Hon.  Henry  M^.  Rice,  and  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr!  Harlan  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

*'  Whereas  the  settlers  on  Fort  Crawford  reservation,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  allege  that 
they  have  been  defrauded  by  Mr.  Henry  M.  Kice,  as  agent  of  Hon.  John  B.  Floyd,  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  the  sale  of  their  claims  as  settlers  on  said  re.<»ervation,  viz: 

"  1.  That  said  Secretary  of  War  instructed  said  Henry  M.  Rice  to  sell  to  the  settlers  on 
said  reservations  their  claims  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  that  said  Rice 
required  said  settlers  to  pay  for  their  claims  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
acre,  and  receipted  to  them,  on  the  payment  of  said  one  doUar  an<l  lifty  cents  per  acre, 
for  but  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  refused  to  rec^eipt  to  them  for  the 
remaining  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  received  of  them  by  him,  as  aforesaid. 

"2.  That  sundry  cases  in  which  settlers  applied  to  said  Rice  for  leave  to  enter  their  said 
claims,  he  referred  them  to  his  clerk,  who  charged  them  fees,  varying  from  ten  to  eighty 
dollars  each,  in  addition  to  the  said  one  dollar  and  lifty  cents  per  acre,  for  leave  to  pur- 
chase their  said  claims;  that  these  fees  were  charged  and  received  by  said  Rice  corruptly, 
and,  said  settlers  believe,  through  the  interposition  of  his  clerk. 

**  3.  That  said  Rice  negligently  failed  to  give  said  settlers  reasonable  notice  of  the  time 
of  said  sale,  and  thereby  subjected  them  to  the  necessity  "Of  borrowing  money  at  enor- 
mous rates  of  interest  with  which  to  purchase  their  said  claims. 

**  4.  That  said  Rice  defrauded  one  of  said  settlers  of  his  rights  to  purchase  his  claim 
under  the  instruction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  surreptitiously  securiug  from  him  a 
quit-claim  to  a  part  of  the  land  embraced  in  siiid  claim:  Therefore, 

^^Sesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  allegation  of  fraud  and 
extortion  made  against  Henry  M.  Rice,  as  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  sale  of 
the  Fort  Crawford  reservation,  by  settlers  on  said  reservation,  and  that  said  committee 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

FeIDAY,  May  14,  ISoS. 

Mr.  Rice  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

**Be8olP€d,  That  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  be  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  preferred  by  certain  citizens  of  Iowa,  settlers  upon  the  Fort  Crawford 
reserve,  as  to  the  conduct  of  Henry  M.  Rice,  special  agent,  appointed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  superintend  the  sale  of  that  reserve;  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 
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Saturday,  3Tay  15,  1858. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolation  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Kice; 
and  having  been  amended,  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

''' Batolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia  be  instructed  to 
investigate  the  charges  preferred  by  certain  citizens  of  Iowa,  settlers  upon  the  Fort  Craw- 
ford reserve,  as  to  the  conduct  of  Henry  M.  Rice,  special  agent,  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  superintend  the  sale  of  that  reserve;  that  said  committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.'' 

Wednesday,  June  9,  1858. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Davis  (chairman),  Fitzpatrick,  Johnson  of  Ar- 
kansas, Iverson,  Broderick,  Wilson,  and  King.] 

Mr.  Davis,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  and  the  Militia,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  certain  charges 
made  by  citizens  of  Iowa  against  the  Hon.  Henry  M.  Rice,  a  Senator  from  Minnesota, 
reported: 

That,  under  the  authority  of  the  resolution,  they  procured  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  elsewhere,  papers  exhibiting  the  fkcts  in  the  case,  and  had  before  them 
twenty- two  witnesses,  who  testified  under  oath  as  to  the  allegations  made  agninst  Mr. 
Rice;  and,  after  an  examination  of  all  the  testimony  adduced,  they  do  not  find  that  it 
sustains  any  allegation  which  imputes  criminality  to,  or  arraigns  th^^  integrity  of,  Mr. 
Rice,  and  finding  nothing  in  the  developments  of  the  investigation  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  tend  to  disqualify  him  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  they  herewith 
submit  the  record  in  the  case  as  a  part  of  this  report  and  ask  to  be  dischai^ged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  the  report;  and  the  report 
was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  (No.  314)  be  printed. 
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[Thirty-sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  Congresses.  J 

EXPULSION  OF  SENATORS. 

jMituuy  22, 1851,  a  motion  whh  Huhmittcd  that  the  Journal  lie  so  corrected  tm  to  record  the  fact 
thAfc  Meflflffl.  Davis,  Mallory,  Yulce,  Clay,  and  Fitzpatrick  had  announced  tliat  the  States,  from  which 
they  were  Senators,  respectively,  had  seceded,  and  that  they  thereupon  withdrew  from  the  SiMfate. 
A  motion  was  offered  as  an  amendment  that  these  names  "be  strieken  fVom  the  list  of  SenutorH.'* 
It  was  ordered  that  lioth  motions  lie  on  the  table.  March  13, 1801,  a  resolution  was  submitted  that 
Messrs.  Brown,  Davis.  Mallory,  Clay,  Toombs,  and  Benjamin  having  withdrawn  from  the  StMiate 
"their  seats  in  this  Iwdy  have  thereby  become  vacant.'^  (Certain  other  Senators  had  withdrawn 
durlngr  the  previous  session  and  their  terms  of  office  had  expired  March  3,  1861.  See  foot-notes.) 
The  following  day  the  Senate  resolved  that  the  seats  of  these  members  having^  l>ccome  vacant  '*  the 
SeOTetary  be  directed  to  omit  their  names  resi>ectively  from  the  roll.'* 

July  10, 1861,  a  resolution  was  submitted  that  Messrs.  Mason,  Hunter, Clinffman,  Bra^^f?,  (Uicstnut 
Nicholson,  Sebastian,*  Mitchel,  Hemphill,  and  Wi^fall  be  **  expelled  fr<mi  the  Senate."    The  pream- 
ble stated  that  it  was  **api>arent  that  these  Senators  were  engHgetl  in  the  couHpinuv  for  the  dcHtruc- 
tion  of  the  Union,  or,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  conspiracy,  had  failed  to  a(lvi.He  the  Government 
of  its  prtMnrees,  or  aid  in  its  suppression."     The  following  day  the  resolution  was  ngreed  to. 

December  4, 1861,  a  resolution  was  submitted  that  John  C.  BreckinridRo  l>e  ex)>elled  from  the  Sen- 
ate. It  was  amended  by  a  preamble  stating  that  be  "  liad  joine<l  the  enemies  of  his  country,'*  and 
was  aflrreed  to. 

Messrs.  Polk,  Johnson,  and  Bright  were  also  expelled  in  the  second  session  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
Congress.  These  cases  were  referred  to  a  committee  and  reported  on  and  are  given  as  separate  cases 
onpages  213,  215,  217.    See  also  cases  of  Messrs.  Wigfall,  Stark.  an<l  Powell,  pages  199,  220,  2.34. 

The  history  of  these  expulsion  cases  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Senate  relating  to  them  from  Senate  Journals.  2d  sess.  36th  Cong.,  and  1st  and  2d  sess.  37th  Cong. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  are  inserted  below. 

[Second  session  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress.] 

Tuesday,  Jantiary  22,  1861. 

The  Vice-President  stated  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  in  the  Journal  of  the  with- 
drawalt  from  the  Chamber  on  yesterday,  and  that  no  paper  had  been  filed  with  the 
Presiding  Officer  by  those  Senators  notifying  him  that  they  had  withdrawn  from  the 
Senate;  and  that  he  would  like  some  instruction  as  to  what  vacancies  exist  in  the  com- 
mittees, and  whether  the  names  of  those  Senators  should  continue  to  be  called  in  taking 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Beiyamin  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Ordered,  That  the  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  be  so  corrected  as  to  record 
the  Aid  that  the  Senators  from  the  States  of  Florida  and  Alabama,  and  the  Hon.  Jeffer- 
8on  Davis,  Senator  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  made  announcement  that  the  said  SUites 
of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  had  seceded  from  the  Union,  had  resumed  the 
poweiB  delegated  by  the  said  several  States  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that 
they,  the  said  Senators,  considered  themselves  by  reason  of  said  action  of  said  States  ixa 
being  no  longer  entitled  to  retain  their  seats  as  Senators,  and  accordingly-  thereupon  with- 
drew from  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  motion;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Douglas  to  amend  the  same  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"ordered,''  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

"That  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Stephen  R.  Mallory  and  David  L.  Yulee  of 
Florida,  C.  C.  Clay  and  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick  of  Alabama,  having  announced  to  the 
Senate  their  withdrawal  from  the  same, 

**  Ordered  J  That  their  names  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  Senators,  and  the  Secretary 
directed  no  longer  to  call  the  same.'' 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Seward  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Benjamin  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ment lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Beidaniin  raised  a  question  of  order,  to  wit:  Whether  it  was  in  onler  to  move  to 
lay  upon  the  table  a  motion  to  correct  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  the  preceding  day; 
and 

The  Vice-President  decided  that  the  motion  was  in  order;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Seward,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ^yeas  32,  nays  22. 

^This  preamble  and  resolution  wns  revoked  and  annulled,  so  far  as  Mr.  Sclmstian  was  concerned, 
by  resolution  of  the  Senate,  March  3.  1877.  See  report  No.  513. 1st  sess.  44th  Cong.  The  same  rcso- 
nitioa  provided  for  settling  the  unpaid  accounts  of  Mr.  Seba-stian. 

t  TWie  remarks  of  the  Senators  on  their  withdrawal  "^re  found  on  pages  484-487  of  the  Conj^res- 
■ional  Qlobe,  part  1,  2d  sess.  36th  Cong. 
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On  motimi  by  Mr.  Seward,  the  yeaa  and  nays  being  desired  bj  0Q«-dt*th  of  th«s  >enai- 
ton  preMDt. 

Tho«e  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Mevrs.  Anthony.  Rakrr.  f'iirl'^r.  Binihjini, 
Chandler.  Clark.  Collamer.  Crittenden,  Dixon.  I>o«»little.  I>nrkee.  Ff>*»eQil»*n.  F;t»'h, 
Foot,  FoHter,  Grimea,  Gwin.  Hale.  Flarlan.  .Johnson  or' Tenn*'>.'^»r.  Kin<x.  Liithani.  Mor- 
rill. .SaaL<»bnry,  jyiward.  ri^iuiiuonii,  ftoniner.  Ten  Eji«:k.  'Ibouiion,  W^e.  Wiikin^Hjn.  and 

Tho*«  who  voted  in  the  n«^^tive  are  Messr?.  Benjamin,  Bragg.  Briirht,  nin;:n:ian. 
I*onjf!.v.  CfTf^.n.  Ff^mphill.  Pfnnter.  Iverson.  John5on  of  Arkan>r>-».  K**nn*:Hiv.  L-ine,  Ma- 
»<9n.  Ni.:hKil:wn.  I'earfre.  iVilk,  Powell,  liice.  Sebastian.  .Slidell.  Trumball,  and  Wiguiil. 

.So  it  waA 

(ndfY^d,  That  the  motion  of  Mr.  Benjamin,  and  the  prop*>«ed  amendment,  lie  on  the 
tahle. 

l'I  be  debate  «  found  on  pauses  o0<>-5<^>  of  the  Conjrresbional  Oloh-e,  part  1.  'Jd  seas. 
3^;thO)ng.] 

[Special  sesnon  of  .Senate,  Man-h.  l*^*!!.] 

WeI»NEsI>AY.  Mnrrk  \X  \^\. 

Mr.  Femenden  Hobmitted  the  following  rf'>oI(itif»n  fnr  <-uiL>ii(brutit>n: 
^'  H^n*flrffl.  That  Albert  G.  Brown  and  Ardvirtm  ri;i\i>  oi  Mi.>.^is^;ppi.  Stephen  R.  Mal- 
lory  of  Florida,  Clement  C.  Clay,  jr..  of  .MiiUtnu.  I;«»lirrt  TtX'luI'S  ot  lio/rg:;*.  and  Jad;ih 
V.  lienjainin  of  I>>ai»iana.  having  annouiictNi '  that  ihcy  are  no  Ioi:;;t-r  memfK-r^  of  the 
Senate,  and  having  withdrawn  therefrom,  their  .seaLs  in  thi>  IkhU*  have  ihert-by  Wi-onie 
vacant,  and  the  -Secrretary  w  direclwl  to  :^trike  their  names  from  the  roll  of  member*.'* 

Tlirii^HAY.  yinrfh   II.  WH. 

f>n  motion  bv  Mr.  Ffr^^ptenden  that  the  .Senate  proeef<l  to  the  fOii>iiIeraiii*n  of  the  n-s- 
oliition  ye#«t<:rfl;iy  <mbmitt*rd  by  liijii.  detJanu;:  the  sc-al.^  ol  rt  rtaiu  ^^el»alor.s  vaamt.  and 
dirwfting  the  SerTetary  to  strike  tlif^ir  names  from  the  roll  of  the  Senate,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  '20.  nays  l.*{. 

(>n  motion  by  Mr.  DonglaA.  the  yeas  and  nay.s  being  desired  by  one-tiAh  of  the  Sena- 
tors pn*!4ei)f, 

Tho«c  who  voted  in  the  uffirmative  are  Mf^rs.  Anthony,  Bingham.  Chandler.  Clark. 
Collamer.  Owan,  Iloolittle.  Fe>>enden,  Foot,  Fos*ter,  Grimes.  Hale.  Harhtn.  HarriH. 
Ifowe,*king,  I^ne,  Morrill.  Simmons.  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thom.s>n.  Trumbull.  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson. 

Thofte  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  MesRrs.  Breckinridge,  Bright.  Clingman,  Dong- 
bm,  Hunter,  I^tham,  Mason.  Mitchel,  Nesmitb.  Nicholson,  Polk.  Towell.  and*  Rice. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  sard  resolu- 
tion: and 

The  resolution  having  been  modified,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fessenden,  to  read  an 
follows: 

•*///'*o/rfY/,  That  Albert  G.  Brown  and  JeffersQp  Davis  of  Mij)8isKippi,  Stephen  R.  Mal- 
lory  of  Florida.  Clement  C.  Clay.  jr..  of  .Alabiima,  Rolxjrt  Toombs  of  Georgia,  and  Judah 
r.  lienjamin  of  I»niHiana,  having  announced  that  they  are  no  longiT  meml)er»  of  the 
Senate,  and  having  withdrawn  therefrom,  their  seats  in  this  l)ody  have  thereby  become 
v;icant,  and  the  Secretary'  is  directed  to  omit  their  names  from  the  roll  of  members; '^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  liayard  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
**  resell ved,"  and  in  lien  thereof  inserting: 

**That  AUjertG.  Brown  and  .Jefferson  Davisof  Missi-ssippi,  Stephen  R.  Mallory  of  Flor- 
ida, Clement  C.  Clay,  jr.,  of  Alabama,  Robert  Toombs  of  Georgia,  and  Judah  P.  Benja- 
min of  Louisiana,  having  announce<l  that  by  the  secession  of  their  respective  States  they 
were  no  longer  members  of  the  Senate,  and  withdrawn  therefrom,  the  Secretary  is  di- 
rected to  omit  their  names  in  (railing  the  roll  of  the  Senate,'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  'ifi. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayanl,  thie  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  vote<l  in  the  nflirnintive  are  Messrs.  l^iivanl,  Breckinridge,  Bright,  Cling- 
Duui,  Hunter,  Mason,  Mitchel,  Nicholson,  Polk,  Povvcll.  Rice,  and  Thomson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messi-s.  Anthony,  Baker,  Bingham,  Chandler, 


^  For  annouiK'emrnt  of  Mr.  Hrown,  9ev.  paRC  3ri2  of  the  (%Miu:r<^''i<>"al  Ololte.  part  I,  2d  Hem.  36th 
Cong.:  for  tlint  of  Mr.  Beiijnniin,  wp  |h«k«m721.  722,  ih.  The  tertiiM  of  MrHHi-M.  S'lilee.  Fitziuitnck. 
Ivernon,  and  Blidelt,  who  had  wlthdniwi)  from  tlic  Sonate  <liiriiiK  the  poht  fesnioii.  had  expired 
llMch  8, 1B61.  For  aniiouDcemenl  of  wiilHlrawal  hy  Mr.  IverHon,  m^  iniRe  'VtO  of  t)ie  Coiigrewional 
9l<Hlw*  |>»rl },  2d  pew,  dGil)  Cqh^, :  for  tlMit  hy  Mr.  HlidcU.  mc  ^agtn^  T^iV,  7;:i, lb. 
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Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Douj^las,  Fessoiiden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howe,  King,  Lane,  Morrill,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade, 
Wilkinson,  and  Wilson. 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Collamer  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
businesB,  it  was  determined  in  the  affinnative;  and  after  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  the  doors  were  opened. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Fessenden;  and 

The  resolotion  having  been  further  modilied,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  to  read  as 
follows: 

"  Whereas  the  seats  of  Albert  G.  Brown  and  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Stephen  R. 
Mallory  of  Florida,  Clement  C.  Clay,  jr.,  of  Alabama,  Robert  Toombs  of  Georgia,  and 
Jadah  P.  Benjamin  of  Louisiana,  as  members  of  the  Senate  have  become  vacant:  There- 
fore, 

^^Besalcedj  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  omit  their  names,  respectively,  from  the 
roll,*' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
*'  resolved,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

**That  Albert  G.  Brown  and  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Stephen  R.  Mallory  of 
Florida,  Clement  C.  Clay,  jr.,  of  Alabama,  Robert  Toombs  of  Georgia,  and  Judah  P. 
Benjamin  of  Louisiana,  having  ceased  to  be  members  of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  be 
directed  to  omit  their  names  from  the  roll,'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  24. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Breckinridge,  Bright,  Clingman,  Hun- 
ter, Mason,  Mitchel,  Nicholson,  Polk,  Powell,  and  Rice. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harris,  Howe,  Johnson,  King, 
Lane,  Morrill,  Nesmith,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
and  Wilson. 

No  further  amendment  being  proposed. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  modified  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  tOw 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1454-1456  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
36th  Cong.] 

[First session  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress.]  * 

Wednesday,  Juli/ 10,  ISfJl. 

Mr.  Clark  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

"Whereas  a  conspiracy  has  l)een  formed  against  the  peace,  union,  and  liberties  of  the 
•  people  and  Government  of  the  Unitetl  States,  and  in  furtherance  of  such  conspiracy  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennes- 
see, Arkansas,  and  Texas  have  attempted  to  withdraw  tha**e  States  from  the  Union,  and 
are  now  in  arms  against  the  Government;  and 

"  Whereas  James  M.  Mason  and  Kol)ert  M.  T.  liunter.  Senators  from  Virginia;  Thomas 
L.  Clingman  and  Thomas  Bragg,  Senators  from  North  Carolina:  James  Chesnut,  jr.,  a 
Senator  fh)m  South  Carolina;  A.  O.  P.  Nicholsou,  a  Senator  from  Tennessee;  William  K. 
•Sebastian  and  Charles  B.  Mitchel,  Senators  from  Arkansas;  and  John  Hemphill  and 
Louis  T.  Wigfall,  Senators  from  Texas,  have  failed  to  appear  in  their  seats  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  to  aid  the  Government  in  this  important  crisis,  and  it  is  apparent  to  the  Senate 
that  said  Senators  are  engaged  in  said  conspiracy  for  the  destruction  of  the  Union  and 
Government,  or  with  full  knowledge  of  such  conspiracy  have  failed  to  advise  the  Govern- 
ment of  its  progress  or  aid  in  its  supprcjssion :  Thcrelbre, 

**  Resolved,  That  the  said  Mason,  Hunter,  Clingman,  Bragg,  Chesnut,  Nicholson,  Se- 
bastian, Mitchel,  Hemphill,  and  Wigfall  l)e,  and  they  hereby  are,  each  and  all  of  them, 
expelled  fiom  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. " 

THUK.SDAY,  July  11,  1861. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  yesterday 
submitted  by  him  to  expel  certain  Senators  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
•  On  motion  by  Mr.  Jjatham  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  before  the  word 
"said,"  in  the  second  line,  the  words  *'nauu»s  of,''  and  by  striking  out  the  words  " ex- 
pelled fh>m  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,"  and  inserting  "stricken  from  the  roll,  and 
their  seats  declared  vacant,"  so  that  the  rcso1uti<m  will  read: 
''  J%enfor€f  re9olved,  That  the  names  of  said  Mason,  Hunter,  Clingman,  Bragg.  Ches- 
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nut,  Nicholson,  Sebastian,  Mitchel,  Hemphill,  and  Wigfall  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
each  and  all  of  them,  stricken  from  the  roll,  and  their  seats  declared  vacant,'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  32. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Latham,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Breckinridge,  Bright,  Johnson 
of  Tennessee,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  Latham,  Nesmith,  Polk,  Powell,  Rice,  and  Sauls- 
bury. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,Harlan, 
Harris,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wil- 
son. 

So  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Latham  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
32,  nays  10. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fift^h  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning,  Chand- 
ler, dark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Kowe,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morrill, 
Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot, 
and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Breckinridge,  Bright,  Johnson  oi 
Tennessee,  Johnson  of  Missouri,  Latham,  Nesmith,  Polk,  Powell,  and  Rice. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  having  voted  in 
the  affirmative;  and  it  was 

**  ThereforCj  resolved j  That  the  said  Mason,  Hunter,  Clingman,  Bragg,  Chesnut,  Nich- 
olson, Sebastian,  Mitchel,  Hemphill,  and  Wigfall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  each  and 
all  of  them,  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. '' 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  62-64  o!  the  Con£:re8sional  Globe,  1st  sess.  37lh  Cong.  ] 

[Second  session  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress.] 

Wednesday,  December  4, 1861. 

Mr.  Chandler  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

^^ Resolved,  That  John  C.  Breckinridge  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the  Sen- 
ate." • 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  theresolution;  and  the  same 
having  been  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  to  read  as  follows: 

**\^erea8  John  C.  Breckinridge,  a  member  of  this  body  from  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
has  joined  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  is  now  in  arms  against  the  Government  he 
had  sworn  to  support:  Therefore, 

^^ Resolved,  That  said  John  C.  Breckinridge,  the  traitor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  expelletl 
from  the  Senate,'* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— ^yeas  37,  nays  none. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fift^h  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, Harris,  Howe,  Kennedy,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham,  McDou- 
^1,  Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thom- 
son, Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  hav- 
ing voted  in  tlie  affirmative. 

Thubsday,  December  5,  1861. 

Bir.  Rice  stated  that  he  was  not  in  the  Chamber  yesterday  when  the  vote  was  taken 
upon  the  resolution  expelling  John  C.  Breckinriege  from  the  Senate,  and  asked  unani- 
mous consent  to  be  allowed  to  have  his  vote  reooided  in  the  affirmative  upon  that  ques- 
tion. 

Whereupon, 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Rice  be  entered  upon  the  list  of 
yeas  and  nays  among  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  upon  the  passage  of  the  said 
resolution. 


LOUIS    T.    WIGFALL.  199 


[Thirty-sixth  Congress — Second  session.] 

LOUIS  T.  WIGFALL, 

Senator  from  Texas  from  January  4,  1860,  till  July  11, 1861,  when  he  was 
^  expelled. 

BCaroh  8, 1861,  a  resolution  waa  submitted  that  Mr.  Wigfull  be  expelled  from  the  Senate.  The 
preamble  Btated  that  ho  had  dectlared  in  debute  that  he  was  a  forcifnicr;  that  he  owed  noulh- 
^iance  to  thin  Government ;  but  that  he  belonged  to  and  owed  allegiance  to  another  and  foreii>n 
at^teand  government.  March  11,  the  following  resolution  waHUioveuas  an  amendment :  ''Whcrean 
it  is  understood  that  the  State  of  Texas  has  secedc<l  from  the  Union,  and  \h  no  longer  one  of  the 
United  States :  Therefore,  Renolved,  That  she  Ih  not  entitled  to  I)e  reprcMented  in  this  body.'*  After 
brief  debate  the  resolution  and  amendment  were  referred,  March  12.  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, by  whom  they  were  not  reported.  Kxtraet«i  from  remarks  given  I>elow  will  hhow  the  facts 
and  arguments  presented  in  supix>rt  of  the  two  resolutions. 

In  the  next  session  of  Congress,  Mr.  Wigfall  was  expelled  by  resolution  of  July  11, 1^1  (see  page 
IW). 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  pr<M-cedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  36th  Ck>ng. ;  with  extracts  from  remarks  of  Messrs.  Foster  an<l 
CiTiignian. 

The  debate  in  the  case  is  found  on  imges  1447-1-151  of  the  Congressional  GlolM'.,part  2,  2d  sess.  .%th 
Cong. 

Friday,  dfarch  8,  18(>1. 

Mr.  Foster  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
"Whereas  L.  T.  Wigfall,  now  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Tex:i8, 
has  declared  in  debate  that  he  is  a  foreigner;  that  he  owes  no  allegiance  to  this  Goveni- 
ment,  bnt  that  he  belongs  to  and  owes  allegiance  to  another  and  foreign  state  and  gov- 
ernment: Therefore, 

^^  Kesotved,  That  the  said  L.  T.  Wigfall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  expelled  from  this 
body." 

Monday,  i/arc/*  11,  1801. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster,  the  Senate  proceede<l  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him,  the  6th  instant,  to  expel  the  Hon.  L.  T.  Wigfall  from  the  Senate;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clingman,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  '*  whereas, ''  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

'*  It  is  understood  that  the  State  of  Texas  has  seceded  from  the  Union,  and  is  no  longer 
one  of  the  United  States:  Therefore 

'*i?«»/rerf,  That  she  is  not  entitled  to  be  represented  in  this  body." 

Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  that  the  Senate  prqceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  28,  nays  U>. 

Tuesday,  March  12,  18()1. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Foster,  the 
8th  instant,  to  expel  the  lion.  L.  T.  Wigfall  from  the  Senate;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Simmons, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution,  with  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Clingman,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[Extract  made  fW>m  remarks  made  in  the  Senate, March  ir,lHril,l>y  Mr.  Foster,  of  ronneotieut.in 
snpportof  the  resolution  submitted  by  him,  taken  fVom|Miges  1447,  I44Hof  the  Congressional  CJlolje 
referred  to  in  the  hcad*note.] 

"  I  have  but  very  few  words  to  say,  Mr.  President,  either  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
or  the  substitute.  I  do  not  propose,  at  least  at  present,  to  enter  into  any  lengthened 
discussion  either  of  the  one  or  the  other;  and  it  is  proper,  perhaps,  that  I  should  state 
that  I  have  offered  the  resolution  without  consultation  with  my  political  friends.  It  is  en- 
tirely on  my  own  independent  responsibility  that  it  is  proposed  to  the  body.  1  have  thus 
offered  it  without  consultation  with  my  political  friends;  not  because!  do  not  need,  as 
much  as  any  one,  advice  and  aid  from  them,  nor  l)ecause  1  am  not,  on  proper  occrasions, 
a  party  man,  but  because  I  was  desirous  of  presenting  this  question  to  the  Senate  alto- 
gether unconnected  with  party  interests,  and  stripi)ed,  so  far  as  passible,  of  all  party 
considerations.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  call  upon  any  meml>er  of  the  Senates  on  one  side 
of  the  Chnml)er  or  the  other,  to  supiwrt  it;  and  I  ask  no  menihei  I'or  1ii.s  supfwrt  of  it; 
but  beg  every  one  to  pass  upon  its  naked  merits.    II'  it  has  merits,  Senators  of  course  will 
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vote  for  it  on  their  own  view  of  those  merits.  If  it  lias  no  merits,  I  trust  I  slinnhl  he  as 
far  any  member  of  the  body  from  desiring  to  press  it  through  on  any  party  or  political 
grounds.  The  priviliges  of  a  seat  in  this  body  are  certainly  of  too  high  a  chanicter  to  be 
involved  in  any  matter  of  party,  and  I  should  hope  that  in  the  consideration  and  in  the 
decision  of  this  question  we  shall  rise  above  all  such  views,  and  discuss  it  and  determine 
it  upon  far  more  elevated  grounds. 

*' The  Constitution  provides  lor  the  qualification  and  the  manner  of  the  election  of 
members  of  this  body.  It  provides,  in  the  third  section  of  the  first  article,  that  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  two  Senators;  and,  in  other  parts  of  the  instrument,  provision 
is  made  in  respect  to  the  necessary  age,  to  be  not  less  than  thirty  years;  that  no  person 
shall  be  eligible  who  has  not  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and,  finally, 
it  provides  that  Senators,  like  other  oilicers,  executive  and  judicial,  of  the  United  States, 
shall  take  an  oath  or  afilrmatidn  to  support  the  Constitution. 

"These  are  substantially  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  members 
of  this  body;  and  I  take  it  it  is  implied  that  a  St»nator  of  the  United  States  shall  owe 
allegiance  to  the  United  States;  that  this  shall  be  his  country;  that  he  shall  either  l>e  a 
native-born  or  a  naturalized  citizen;  and  that,  if  not  native-bom,  he  shall  have  been  at 
least  nine  years  a  citizen  before  he  is  eligible  as  a  member;  clearly  manifesting  tlie  idea 
that  a  man  shall  bec<mie  thoroughly  American  in  thought  and  feeling  before  holding  a 
seat  in  this  body. 

**lt  is  not,  however,  on  any  technical  grounds,  as  I  suppose,  as  to  citizenship,  that 
the  Senator  from  Texas  is  obnoxious  to  objection.  I  suppose  he  was  a  native-born  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  suppose  he  was  duly  elected  a  member  of  this  body;  and  I 
do  not  snppose  that  when  he  spoke  of  himself  as  a  foreigner  he  meant  that  he  was  bom 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country,  but  that  he  had  another  meaning  in  his  mind, 
which  he  probably  would  define  more  jreadily  and  perfectly  than  I  could.  Still,  Mr. 
President,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  body  owes  it  to  itself  not  to  allow  members  to  sit 
here  who  avow  that  they  are  foreigners,  who  avow  that  they  owe  no  allegiance  to  this 
Government,  who  avow  that  they  belong  to  a  foreign  government;  and  if  that  govern- 
ment happens  to  be  in  arms  against  this  Government,  attacking  its  troops,  seizing  its 
property,  expelling  from  its  territory  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  by  force, 
tearing  down  and  trampling  in  the  dust  the  national  flag,  treating  with  scorn  and  con- 
tempt every  emblem  of  our  countrj''8  authority  and  power,  there  may  be  additional  rea- 
sons why  such  avowals  and  declarations  should  not  be  passed  idly  by.  "What,  beside 
entire  contempt  of  the  body,  do  such  declarations  indu.-ate,  uttered  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate? 

"I.felt  it  due  to  myself,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  that  we  should  inquire  and  de<*ide 
whether  it  was  consistent  with  our  duty  as  members  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  allow  one  so  circumstanced,  and  avowing  such  feelings  and  opinions,  longer  to  hold  a 
seat  here.  I  scarcely  need  say  that  I  have  no  personal  feeling  on  the  subject.  I  can  say 
with  entire  truth  that  so  far  as  my  personal  relations  with  the  Senator  from  Texas  are 
concerned  they  have  been  entirely  kind  and  friendly.  I  stated  that  this  was  not  a  party 
question,  so  it  certainly  is  not  a  personal  que.stion,  and  I  certainly  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent its  becoming  one.  Jf  other  members  of  the  body  think  that  it  is  right  and  proper 
for  a  man  avowing  these  opinions  to  continue  to  sit  here,  I  shall  have  done  my  duty,  and 
shall  feel  relieved  from  a  responsibility  which  I  felt  pressing  upon  me  previously  to  offer- 
ing the  resolution.  I  could  not,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  discharge  my  duty  witlioitt  offering 
it,  and  presenting  the  question  distinctly  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate. 

'*The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  has  suggested  a  substitute  for  the  resolution;  and 
the  question,  I  suppose,  is  first  on  the  substitute.  The  substitute  assumes  the  right  of  a 
State  to  secede  from  the  Union,  and  it  assumes  that  the  State  of  Texas  has  seceded,  and 
therefore,  as  a  logical  inference,  that  she  is  no  longer  entitled  to  representation  in  this 
body.  I  must  be  so  unfortunate,  if  it  lie  untbrtuiiate,  as  to  differ  from  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  in  regard  to  the  whole  theory  of  our  Constitution  and  Government.  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  State  of  this  Union  has  any  right,  any  power,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, to  secede,  to  take  itself  out  of  the  Union  of  these  States,  which  go  to  make  up 
the  United  States  of  America.  I  differ  widely  and  radically  from  all  who  entertain  any 
such  view  of  our  Constitution  and  Government  as  that,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
claim  altogether  monstrous.  That  this  Government  is  one  of  power  and  authority;  that 
no  State  in  this  Confederacy  has  any  right,  under  the  Constitution,  to  go  out  and  cease  to 
be  a  member  of  this  Federal  Union,  is  a  proposition  which  is  to  me  as  clear  as  anything 
can  be  which  is  not  absolutely  self-evident.  I  am  not,  however,  about  to  enter  into  an 
argument  on  the  question.  I  am  persuaded  that  if  I  were  to  endeavor  to  convince  gen- 
tlemen who  entertain  the  opposite  view,  and  many  do,  whose  opinions  perhaps  ought  to 
be  more  weighty  than  mine,  I  should  not  be  able  to  succeeil  in  convincing  them  of  their 
error.  We  entertain  so  precisely  opposite  and  antcj^onistic  views  of  law  and  Govern- 
ment and  our  Constitution,  that  any  argument  of  mine  or  any  reasoning  of  mine  would 
be  wholly  loet  upon  them,  as  1  am  liee  to  say  thelis  would  be  on  me.    We  might  jost 
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as  well  reaiiion  with  each  other  in  a  foreign  language,  which  the  one  tin(leistoo<l  and  the 
other  did  not,  and  we  should  succeed  just  as  well  in  convincing  each  other  of  our  error 
on  the  one  side  and  of  the  correctness  of  the  oppasite  opinion. ' ' 

[Extract  from  remarks  made  in  the  Senate,  March  11. 1861.  by  Mr.  Clingrnmn.of  North  Carolina, 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resohition  submitted  by  Mr.  Foster,  taken  from  pngeH  1448, 1110  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.  J 

"Mr.  President,  I  think  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  has  made  a  very  gootl  argu- 
ment against  his  own  resolution.  If  his  argument  he  true,  I  think  it  is  concluoive  that 
his  resolution  ought  not  to  he  adopted;  hut  there  is  a  misunderst^iuding,  perhaps,  be- 
tween us  in  relation  to  the  facts.  If  we  are  to  credit  the  new.»<papeis,  the  State  of  Texas 
has  called  a  convention,  and  that  convention  has  pa»s.sed  an  ordinance  of  secession,  and 
submitted  it  to  the  people,  and  it  has  been  ratilied,  it  is  stated,  by  a  very  large  vote. 
That  is  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  Senator  from  Texas,  and  it  is  my  opinion  alK)ut 
the  facts,  and  probably  the  opinion  of  most  gentlemen  here.  If  that  be  true,  and  that 
be  a  valid  act,  and  the  State  of  Texas  l>e  no  longer  one  of  the  United  States,  clearly  my 
resolution  is  proper  enough,  and  not  the  resolution  of  the  Senator.  When  we  decide  tor 
any  cause  of  law  or  fact  that  a  person  upon  this  floor,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator,  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat  here,  he  is  never  expelled.  How  was  it  when,  a  few  yeai'S  ago,  the 
Senate  decided  that  a  Senator  from  Iowa,  who  claimed  a  seat,  was  not  entitled?  Did 
anybody  propose  to  expel  him?  Repeatedly  the  Senatti  and  House  of  Kepreseutatives 
have  decided  that  those  who  came  here  and  attempted  to  act  tis  members  of  the  body 
were  not  entitled  to  seats;  but  nolxxly  ever  thought  of  expelling  them  on  that  ground. 

**  I  need  not,  I  am  sure,  dilate  on  this  point  of  view;  for  I  take  it  for  granted  the  Sen- 
ator agrees  with  me  that  if  the  State  of  Texas  has  in  fact  ceased  to  be  one  of  the  United 
States  we  should  simply  say  so,  imd  declare  that  she  is  not  longer  entitled  to  be  repre- 
sented. But  the  Senator  argues  thdt  this  act  is  invalid.  Take  it  to  be  true;  suppose 
Texas  has  no  right,  no  power,  to  secede,  and  in  fact  has  not  seceded:  then  the  Senator 
before  me  [Mr.  Wigfall]  is  entitled  to  be  here  as  a  member  of  the  body,  unless  you  argue 
that  his  erroneous  opinion  upon  that  fact  disqualifies  him.  Now,  let  us  look  at  it  for  a 
-moment.  The  Senator  from  Texas  thinks  that  his  State  has  seceded,  and  that  he  is  no 
longer  a  Senator.  That  is  his  opinion  as  a  matter  of  constitutional  law.  The  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  on  the  other  side,  Si^ys  that  he  is  mistaken  in  that  point.  Well,  sir, 
was  it  ever  pretended  that  you  would  expel  a  Senator  for  a  mistake  upon  a  legal  ques- 
tion? I  ask  Senators  all  around,  was  it  ever  maintained,  that  because  a  Senator  difl'ered 
with  a  nmjority  upon  a  constitutional  question,  however  important,  that  was  a  reason 
for  expelling  him  from  the  body?  I  do  not  think  so.  The  Senate  may  overrule  him; 
they  may  take  snch  action  as  to  show  him  that  in  their  judgment  he  is  mistaken,  and 
then  he  may  feel  bound  to  conform  to  their  action,  and  may  do  so. 
■  '*  The  Senator  from  Connecticut  says  that  secession  is  a  monstrous  idea.  I  admit  that 
yon  might  expel  a  Senator,  perhaps,  for  having  some  monstrous  idea,  which  showed  that 
he  was  not  capable  of  acting  as  one  of  the  body.  If,  for  example,  a  Senator  were  to  en- 
tertain the  opinion  that  the  moon  was  made  of  green  cheese,  or  some  otlier  absurdity, 
we  might  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  had  not  intellect  enough  to  act  u}>on  this  floor 
as  a  Senator,  and  that  therefore  he  ought  to  be  driven  off  it;  but  will  anyljody  pretend 
that  this  opinion  of  my  friend  from  Texas  stands  in  that  category?  Have  not  twenty 
Senat<»s,  perhaps,  during  the  past  seasion,  declared  on  this  il(K>r  that  they  entertained 
that  very  idea?  The  whole  State  of  Virginia,  I  believe,  "the  mother  of  States  and  of 
statesmen/'  as  she  is  called,  almost  without  division  of  opinion,  has  always  maintained 
that  position.  Without  knowing  what  either  of  the  Senators  from  Virginia  would  say, 
I  take  it  for  granted  they  both  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Texas. 

**  If  it  is  an  error,  therefore,  on  his  part,  to  believe  that  a  State  has  a  right  to  secede, 
and  you  can  expel  him  for  that  reason,  why  not  expel  the  Virginia  Senators;  why  not 
expel  the  others  who  have  expressed  that  opinion;  and  especially,  why  not  exp<^l  thase 
gentlemen  who  have  declared  it  and  gone  away?  Why  is  it  that  their  names  are  c^alled 
from  time  to  time  as  Senators  in  this  body?  They  have  avowed  the  same  opinion  in 
quite  as  strong  language  as  my  friend  from  Texas,  and  they  have  acted  upon  it  and  gone 
away,  and  left  ns  sometimes  without  a  quorum,  shown  an  utter  defiance  and  disregard 
of  theopinions  which  the  Senator  from  Connecticutavows.     Why  not  extend  it  to  them  ? 

**  But  the  Senator  alludes  to  the  fact  that  the  State  of  Texas  has  taken  possession  of 
some  of  the  public  property,  and  perhaps  expelled  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  Is 
that  a  sufficient  reason  for  expelling  her  representatives  here  ?  If  that  be  a  good  reason, 
it  applies  with  more  force  to  the  other  States.  I  ask  that  Senator  how  it  is  that  he  allows 
the  name  of  Jefferson  Davis  to  be  called  here,  and  makes  no  motion  to  expel  him?  He 
claims  to  be  the  head  of  a  foreign  government.  Not  only  has  his  State  se<'.eded;  not  only 
has  he  advised  taking  posseasion  of  the  forts;  but  he  is  the  commander-in-<,'hief  of  the 
army  and  the  president  of  another  republic,  and  yet  he  is  a  "  marvelously  proper"  Sen- 
ator; there  is  no  motion  made  to  expel  him.  I  should  like  to  know  upon  what  principle 
it  is.'' 
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WAITMAN  T.  WILLEY  AND  JOHN  S.  CAKLILE, 

of  Virginia, 

July  13. 1861,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Willey,  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  endingr  March  3, 1«C3, 
of  JanieH  M.  Mason,  expelled,  and  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Carlile,  elected  to  (111  Ihe  unexpired  term 
ending:  March  3,  1865,  of  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  expelled,  were  presented.  A  motion  was  made  that 
the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  credentials  stated  that  the  elec- 
tion had  been  held  .Tuly  9, 1861, and  that  it  hud  been  ''to  All  the  vacancy  which  has  happened  by 
tlie  withdrawal  and  abdication  "  of  the  two  preceding  Senators.  The  motion  to  refer  the  creden- 
tials was  not  agrreed  to,  and,  ufter  debate,  the  oaths  were  administered.  SomeSenators  maintained 
that  by  admittinK  Messrs.  Willey  and  Carlile  to  their  seats  the  Senate  would  l)e  undertakini;  to 
recognize  a  government  of  the  State  which  was  not  the  regular  State  government,  even  though  that 
State  government  were  in  a  state  of  rebellion ;  and  that  the  Senate  was  l>ound  to  recognize  the  fact 
ithat  the  term  of  ofliceof  the  governor  who  was  in  rel>ellion  had  not  expired,  and  that  the  creden- 
tials wore  not  signed  by  him,  but  by  another  as  governor.  Others  favored  reference  to  a  committee 
on  the  ground  that  at  the  time  of  the  election,  July  9, 1861.  there  was  no  vacancy  in  the  Senate  from 
Virginia,  inasmuch  as  Messrs.  Mason  and  Hunter  had  not  been  expelled  until  July  12.  and  that  the 
Senate  liad  recognized  them  as  Senators  until  that  day  by  its  action  in  expelling  them  at  that  time. 
Extracts  from  si>eeches  given  below  will  show  more  at  length  the  grounds  upon  which  Senators 
proceeded. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  tlie  Senate  Journal,  1st  sess.STth  Cong.,  with  extracts  from  remarks  by  Messrs.  Ilayard, 
Saulsbury,  and  TriAubulI. 

The  debates  are  found  on  pages  103-109  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  1st  sess.STth  Cong. 

Saturday,  Juty  13,  1861. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  John  S.  Carlile, 
elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia  "to  fill  the  vacancy  which 
lias  happened  by  the  withdrawal  and  abdication  of  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter;^'  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Wnitman  T.  Willey, 
elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia  "to  fill  the  vacancy  which 
has  happened  by  the  withdrawal  and  abdication  of  James  M.  Mason; ''  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayanl  that  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Carlile  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Willey  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jodiciary,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  5,  nays  35. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Powell,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bright,  Polk,  Powell,  and 
Saalsbnry. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bingham,  Browning,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collanier,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howe,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  Kennedy,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas, 
I^atham,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Snmner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson.  • 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Vice-President  then  administered  to  Mr.  Carlile  and  Mr.  Willey  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

[Extract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  in  support  of  the  motion  made  by  him  that  the 
credentials  be  referred  to  a  committee ;  taken  from  page  103  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred 
to  in  the  head>note.l 


({ 


Before  the  Senate  proceeds  to  swear  in  these  gentlemen,  I  beg  leave  to  enter  my 
protest  I  think  these  credentials  ought  to  be  referred  to  tho  Committee  on  the  Judj^i- 
ary.  They  involve  very  grave  questions.  You  are  undertaking  to  recognize  a  govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Virginia  which  is  not  the  regular  State  government,  even  though 
that  State  government  may  be  in  what  you  may  cml  a  stale  of  rebellion.  You  are  bound 
to  take  notice  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  I^tcher  is  governor  of  Virginia,  and  that  his  term  of 
office,  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Virginia,  has  not  yet  expired.  If  you  say  he 
is  in  rebellion,  that  does  not  authorize  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Virginia  to  form  a  legis- 
lature for  the  purpose  of  electing  Senators  to  take  seats  in  this  Ixxly.  You  have  no 
authority  to  .create  a  new  State  but  of  a  part  of  an  existing  State.  I  think  the  questions 
are  very  grave. 

Of  course,  I  know  very  well  that  yon  have  the  oommoudlng  majority  in  this  House; 
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but  I  think  you  had  better  pause  and  have  an  investigation  before  you  undertake  to 
swear  in  members  under  such  an  authority.  I  make  the  motion,  before  swearing  in 
either  of  these  gentlemen,  that  the  credentials  l>e  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. I  have  no  personal  feeling  of  any  kind  about  this  matter,  but  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  grave  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  I  must  enter  my 
protest  against  it.  I  make  the  motion  that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.'' 

[Extract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  R<iul8l)ury,  of  Delaware,  in  support  of  the  motion  offered  by  Mr. 
Bayard  that  the  credentials  l)e  referred  to  a  coiumittee ;  taken  from  page  103  of  the  CougressioiiB.l 
Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

'*It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me,  sir,  what  disposition  is  made  of  the  credentials 
of  the  proposed  Senators  from  Virginia;  but  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
one  fact,  which,  in  my  mind,  shows  the  propriety  of  the  motion  now  made.  These  cre- 
dentials, as  read  by  the  Secretary,  state  that  on  the  9th  day  of  July  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  owing  to  the  abdication  of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Hunter,  elected 
these  gentlemen  to  seats  upon  this  floor.  No  longer  ago,  however,  sir,  than  yesterday, 
this  body  treated  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Hunter  as  members  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  Yesterday  you  expelled  those  gentlemen  from  seats  upon  the  floor  of  this  Sen- 
ate as  members  of  the  Senate.  Then,  at  the  time  of  this  election  by  the  new  govern- 
ment of  Virginia,  there  was  no  vaciincy  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  that 
State,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  American  Senate.  Yesterday  morning,  when 
yon  met,  according  to  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  members  here  Mr.  Mason  and 
Mr.  Hunter  were  members  of  this  body.  You  treated  them  as  members  of  this  body; 
you  exercised  your  power  of  expulsion  upon  them.  Could  you  have  expelled  them,  as 
members  of  the  Senate,  from  seats  on  this  floor,  if  they  were  not  at  the  time  of  the  vote, 
in  your  judgment,  actually  members  of  this  body?  If  they  were  yesterday  morning 
members  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States — and  you  have  treated  them  as  such,  and 
expelled  them — can  you  now  allow  these  gentlemen  to  be  sworn  in  as  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Virginia  when  the  credentials  presented  here  show  on  their  face  that  they  were 
elected  not  to  fill  any  vacancy;  when  the  facts,  as  you  have  deidded  them,  show  that 
there  was  no  vacancy  in  the  Senate?  For  that  reason,  and  for  none  other,  I  think  the 
credentials  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. ' ' 

[Extract  from  remarksof  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  in  opposition  to  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Bayard 
that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  a  committee;  taken  from  pag;e  104  of  the  Cong^ressional  Globe 
referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

"Mr.  President,  I  think  that  we  should  not ' '  stick  in  the  bark  "  as  to  dates  here.  I  pre- 
sume the  Senator  from  Delaware  was  elected  before  the  vacancy  which  he  filled  existed. 
There  is  scarcely  a  Senator  here  that  was  not  elected  in  advance,  before  theoflice  became 
vacant.  I  recollect  well  that  the  Senators  from  Minnesota  were  admitted  to  seats  upon 
this  floor  who  were  elected  long  before  the  State  of  Minnesota  was  a  member  of  the 
Union.  Nearly  every  new  State  which  has  come  into  the  Union  has  elected  her  Senators 
before  the  State  was  admitted. 

Now,  let  me  put  a  case.  A  few  years  ago  this  country  was  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Mexico.  Suppose  that  one  of  the  Senators  from  Delaware,  instead  of  being  loyal  and 
true  to  his  country,  had  turned  traitor  and  joined  the  Mexican  army  and  fought  iigainst 
the  United  States,  and  the  legislature  of  Delaware  had  been  in  session,  knowing  the  fact 
that  one  of  their  Senators  in  this  body  was  fighting  against  this  country  in  the  armies  of 
its  enemies:  must  the  If^gislature  of  Delaware  wait  till  theCougreas  of  theUnitetl  States 
assembles,  and  the  Senate,  by  a  formal  resolution,  expels  that  Senator?  Would  not  the 
legislature  of  Delaware  proceed  at  once  to  elect  a  Senator,  and  when  Congress  did  con- 
vene, and  a  resolution  was  offered  to  expel  the  traitor  to  his  country,  would  it  l)e  said, 
because  the  State  of  Delaware  acted  before  Congress  had  convened  and  cx])elle<l  the 
traitor,  that  therefore  the  other  election  should  go  for  nothing,  and  that  her  legislature 
must  be  convened  and  a  new  election  held  ? 

"  Sir,  the  guilt  and  the  turpitude  of  the  men  who  once  sat  :is  Senators  here  is  f;ir 
greater  than  it  would  have  been  in  the  case  I  have  supposed.  They  have  joined  in  a 
ftatricidal  war  against  their  country.  They  have  not  joined  a  foreign  enemy,  but  they 
have  uncertaken  to  stir  up  a  domestic  war.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for 
their  waiting  till  the  formal  resolution  of  expulsion  was  psissed  here.  Why,  sir,  these 
credentials  recite  the  fact  that  the  fonner  Senators  have  withdrawn  and  ab<licated;  and 
when  the  expulsion  takes  place,  it  may  well  have  reference  to  the  time  of  their  with- 
drawal and  abdication. 

**Now,  sir,  we  have  the  credentials  here  fair  on  their  face.  They  purport  to  be  the 
credentials  of  Senators  elected  by  the  old  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  sent  by  a  jwrson 
pmporting  to  be  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  under  the  great  seal  of  the  State.     This 
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Appears  to  be  fair.  But  Senators  say,  'U)b,  well;  luit  we  know  this  is  not  the  legis- 
lature of  Virginia;  there  is  another  legislature,  and  there  is  another  man  who  is  gov- 
ernor." Well,  if  you  are  going  outride  of  these  credentials  to  rely  on  the  knowledge 
which  you  have  of  the  condition  of  things  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  then  you  know  that 
the  old  governor  of  Virginia  and  the  old  legislature  are  in  rebellion  against  the  country. 
They  are  rebels  and  traitors  in  arms  against  the  Government,  and  are  not  to  be  re<*og- 
nized  as  the  government  of  Virginia,  but  are  to  be  recognized  as  enemies  and  traitors, 
whom  the  whole  power  of  this  Government  is  now  put  forth  to  subdue  and  bring  into 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws;  and  I  would  to  God  that  the  power  was  used 
to  bring  them  to  obedience. 

*'  Now,  sir,  as  I  said,  I  am  not  for  ''sticking  in  the  bark"  about  this  matter.  Let  us 
take  the  condition  of  things  as  it  is.  Here  is  the  State  of  Virginia  in  rebellion.  If  you 
are  going  outside  to  inquire  after  the  fact,  yon  will  ascertain  that  a  portion  of  the  people 
of  that  State  have  risen  in  arms  against  the  Government;  another  portion  of  the  people 
of  that  State  are  loyal  to  the  Union;  and  the  loyal  men  of  Virginia  have  elected  a  legis- 
latnre  and  seek  representation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  They  are  entitled 
to  representation  here,  and  the  enemies  of  the  country  are  not. 

"I  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  referring  this  matter  to  the  committee,  unless  there 
are  some  facts  lo  be  inquired  into.  On  its  face  this  purjwrts  to  be  an  election  of  Sena- 
tors from  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.  There  is  no  objection  to  the  form  of  it,  and 
I  do  not  know  that  any  fact  has  been 'suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware  that  i^  to 
be  inquired  into.  What  fact  does  he  propose  to  inquire  into?  If  he  goes  to  his  general 
knowledge,  is  he  not  satisfied  that  what  was  the  old  legislature  of  Virginia  and  its 
former  governor  are  now  in  rebellion  against  the  Government?  And  will  he  recognize 
them  as  having  any  authority  to  send  Senators  here?  I  presume  not.  And  if  Virginia 
is  in  the  Union,  her  loyal  men  and  not  her  traitors  have  a  right  to  be  represented  here. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Senators  will  be  sworn  in. " 
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[Thirty-seventh  Congress — First  and  second  sessions.] 

FREDERIC  P.  STANTON  vs.  JAMES  H.  LANE, 

of  Kansas, 

The  credentials  of  Mr.  Lane,  one  of  two  first  Senators  elected  by  the  lef^islature  of  Kansas  in 
April,  1861,  were  presented  July  4, 1861,  and  he  took  his  seat.  July  12, 1861,  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
the  credentials  of  Mr.  Stanton,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  to  the  seat  held  by  Mr.  I^ne, 
was  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  August  '2, 1861,  the  committtee  re- 
ported that  Mr.  Lane  "was,  by  the  Executive,  appointed  a  brigadicr-generai  in  the  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States  on  the  20th  of  June,  1861 ;  that  he  accepted  said  appointment,  and  was  legally 
qualified  t-o perform  its  duties."  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  office  of  brigadier-general  un- 
der the  United  States  is  incompatible  with  that  of  member  of  cither  House  of  Congress.  By  ac- 
cepting the  office  of  brigadier-general,  the  sitting  member,  Mr.  I^ne,  virtually  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  Senate,  and  it  became  vacant  at  that  time.  On  the  8th  day  of  July,  ]8()1,  the  governor  of  Kansas 
gavo  to  the  contestant,  Mr.  Stanton,  a  commission  in  due  form  appointing  him  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Kansas  to  (ill  the  aforesaid  vacancy,  and  by  virtue  of  that  commis- 
sion Mr.  Stanton  now  claims  his  seat.  Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolations:  "1.  Re8<^v€d,  That  James  IL  Lane  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  lx>dy.  2.  Hesolved, 
That  Frederic  P.Stanton  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  l>ody.*'  No  action  was  taken  on  the  report  or 
resolutions  during  this  session  of  Congress.  l>ccember  18, 1861,  in  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the 
report  was  recommitted  to  the  committee.  The  committee  reported  the  same  without  amendment 
January  6,  186^.  January  16,  1862,  the  first  resolution  whs  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  ''  not," 
and  it  was  *'  Betdved,  That  James  H.  I^ane  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body  ; "  and  tlie  second  reso- 
lution was  indefinitely  postponed.    Of  those  voting  in  favor  of  Mr.  line's  title  to  the  seat  some 


same  before  taking  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  did  not  come  within  the  provision  of  section  6  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  1st  and  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  from 
Senate  Reports,  1st  sess.  37th  Cong.,  No.  1. 

The  documents  relating  to  the  case  are  Kx.  Dw..  No.  8  and  Mis.  Doc.  Xo.  11,  from  Senate  Execu- 
tive and  Miscellaneous  Documents,  1st  sess.  37th  Cong. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

TilUKSDAY,  July  4,  1861. 

Mr.  Grimes  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Jiimes  Henry  I..ane,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  legislatnre  of  the  State  of  Kansas. 

The  credentials  were  read,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered  to  Mr. 
Lane. 

Friday,  July  12,  1861. 

Mr.  Foot  presented  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Frederic  P. 
Stanton,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Kansas;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Foot  presented  a  memorial  of  Frederic  P.  Stanton,  asking  admission  ns  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

[A  brief  statement  by  Mr.  Lane  is  found  on  page  82  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  1st 
seas.  37th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  July  16,  1861. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  presented  a  letter  from  the  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department 
inclosing  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  F.  P.  Stanton  as  special  agent  to  Kansas  and 
New  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Wednesday,  July  31,  1861. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  wliich  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

**B€9olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  tJtates  be  requested  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate whether  the  Hon.  James  H.  Lane,  a  member  of  this  body  from  Kansas,  has  been 
appointed  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
has  accepted  snch  appointment. ' ' 

Friday,  Auytust  2,  1861. 

Mr.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  creden- 
tiiUfl  and  the  memorial  of  Frederic  P.  Stanton,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the 
Umted  Stftt^  ^mi^)  im4er  au  appointment  uf  the  goveroor  of  Kansas,  ia  the  place  of 
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the  lion.  JnmeM  H.  I^iooe,  Hubniitted  a  report  (No.  1),  uec-onipanicd  by  the  foHowiDg  ren- 
oltitionA: 

*'  Renolmi^  That  JameR  H.  Lane  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  thin  body. 

^' Jirf¥9lirdf  That  Frederic  V.  Ktanton  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body.'' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster, 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  printed. 

[I^niarks  in  ref^nl  to  recommitting  the  rei^ort  for  the  pnrpoHe  of  having  printed  with 
it  the  Protident's  reply  to  the  resolution  of  .Inly  31,  given  alwve,  are  fonnd  on  pages 
4U6,  4(17  of  the  Congressional  Glol>e,  Ist  sess.  37th  Cong.] 

URI*()RT  OK  COMMITTKK. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Cowan, 
Harris,  liayanl,  and  Towell.] 

In  thk  Sknatk  of  tiik  Uxit!^  States. 
Ar<irsT  *i,  1H(»1.— Ordcrwl  to  Ihj  printed. 

Mr.  Foster  hmmIc  the  following  n»iMirt: 

The  Committet*  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referrwl  the  credentials  and  the  me- 
morial of  Frederic  1*.  Stanton,  of  the  St^ite  of  Kuusan,  asking  admission  to  a  seat  in  this 
body  in  place  of  the  Hon.  James  H.  I^ne,  now  holding  said  seat,  having  had  the  same 
under  ctinsiderat ion, report: 

That  the  contestant  and  sitting  memlier  have  npi)cared  before  them  and  sabmitted, 
severally,  their  statements  and  nuulc  their  exhibits. 

The  (t>mmittee  And  the  foll(»wing  Hurts:  That  the  sitting  meml>er,  the  Hon.  Jamea  H. 
Lane,  was,  by  the  Executive,  apiM)inte<l  a  brigadier-generalin  the  %'olunteer  forces  of  the 
United  States  on  the  2<Hh  of  June,  iHtil;  that  he  accepti*d  said  appointment,  and  wan 
legally  qaalitie<l  to  perform  its  <luties. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  ofliix)  of  briga<lier-geneml  under  the  Tnited  Htatrs 
is  incompatible  with  that  of  meniU'r  of  either  House  of  Congress.  Hy  accepUng  the 
office  of  brigadier-general,  the  sitting  meml>er,  Mr.  I^ne,  virtually  resigned  his  aeat  in 
the  Senate,  and  it  became  vamnt  at  that  time. 

On  the  Hth  day  of  July,  lH(n,  the  governor  of  Kansas  gave  to  the  contestant,  Mr. 
Ktanton,  a  commission  in  due  fonn  apfMiinting  him  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from 
the  State  of  Kansas  to  fill  the  aforesaid  vaciincy,  and  by  virtue  of  that  commission  Mr. 
Stanton  now  claims  his  seat. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  ailoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  HtmdrrH,  That  James  H.  I^me  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 

2.  lirmtlrrd.  That  Frederic  1*.  Stanton  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 

The  evidence  (Voni  which  your  committee  And  the  facets  herein  set  forth  is,  snhaUui- 
tially,  the  following: 

War  Dkpartmrnt,  July  15, 1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  in(|niry  in  n^ganl  to  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  Jamea  H. 
I^ne  OS  brig;[idier-general,  I  herewith  tninsmit  you  docniments  upon  the  case: 
A.  Copy  of  lett4T  to  Secretary  of  War  from  .\djutjint-(fenem]  Thomas. 
I(.  Fonn  of  upfiointment  (printed  blank). 

C.  Telegram  of  assistant  adjutant-general  lo  comninnding  officer  at  Fort  Ixavenwortli. 
I>.   l/ett4*r  of  mxYptuniT  of  regiments. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  state  that  he  himself,  aAer  having  signed  the  com- 
mission of  Htm.  James  H.  Ijine  as  brigadier- gi*neral,  hiimled  it  pereonally  to  him  in 
presence  of  the  Aiyutant-tteneral  at  the  War  I>i*|iurtment. 
Kesfiectfully. 

JAMES  LESLEY,  Jr., 
Chief  Clerk,  har  IkparfmenL 
Hon.  F.  r.  Stastiin. 


AnjrTAXT-(fKNKRAL*ft  OmCK, 

MVtiiAiii^/oM^  July  15,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Hon.  F.  I*.  Stanton  of  the  13th  instant,  felbmd 
bj  yon  to  this  office,  I  itrspectfhlly  state  that  on  the  2(Hh  ultimo  yon  dirertcd  an  m^ 
pointmeot  as  brigadier-geneiul  of  the  three  yean^  volontecm  to  be  made  for  Urn  UoQ. 
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James  H.  Lane)  of  Kansas.     The  appointment  was  made  as  directed,  and  lianded  to 
yon  for  signature,  bnt  was  not  returned  to  this  office  for  record. 
I  inclose  herewith  a  blank  letter  of  appointment,  similar  to  the  one  used  in  his  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Ac^juUini-  GeneraL 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 

B. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  June  20,  1861. 

Sir:  .Yon  are  hereby  informed  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  appointed 
yon  brigiidier-general  of  the  volunteer  force  raised  in  confonuity  with  the  President's 
proclamation  of  May  3,  1861,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  rank  as  such  from 
17th  day  of  May,  1861.  Should  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  advise  and  consent 
thereto,  yon  will  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Immediately  on  receipt  hereof,  please  to  communicate  to  this  Department,  through  the 
Acyutant-General's  Office,  your  acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of  said  apiK)intment;  and, 
with  your  letter  of  acceptance,  return  to  the  Adjutant-Cieneral  of  the  Army  the  oath, 
herewith  inclosed,  properly  tilled  up,  subscribed,  and  attested,  reporting  at  the  same 
time  your  age,  residence,  when  appointed,  and  the  State  in  which  you  were  l)orn. 

Should  you  accept  you  will  at  once  report  by  letter  for  orders  to  Secretary  of  War. 

Brig.  Glen.  James  H.  Lane, 

United  States  Volunteers, 

The  original  of  which  this  purports  to  be  a  copy  was  not  produced  before  the  com- 
mittee. Creneral  Lane  stated  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Weer,  at  Leaven- 
worth. General  Lane  also  stated  that  there  was  a  variation,  in  some  respects,  between 
this  copy  and  the  original,  but  no  variation  was  specified  which  the  committee  deemed 
material. 


C. 

[By  teles^raph.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  10,  1861. 

Detail  an  officer  to  muster  in  General  Lane's  brigade.  The  companies  will  be  mus- 
tered when  presented,  even  though  less  than  the  standard,  and  will  be  filled  up  after- 
wards. 

Byorder: 

GEORGE  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assisiani  Adjutani-GeneraL 
Commanding  Officer  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 

Leavenworth  City,  Kans. 

Official  copy. 


Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  16,  1861. 

The  above  order  was  given  at  the  reqnest  of  General  Lane. 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  16, 1861. 


D. 


L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General. 


L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General, 


War  Department,  June  20, 1861. 

BSAB  Sir:  This  I)epartment  will  accept  two  regiments,  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war,  in  addition  to  the  three  regiments  the  Department  has  already  accepted  from  the 
gOYenuHr  of  Kansas,  to  be  raised  and  organized  by  you  in  Kansas.    Orders  will  be  given 
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to  muster  the  same  into  service  immediately  on  being  ready  to  be  so  mustered;  and  en 
being  mustered  the  requisite  arms,  &c,  will  be  furnished  on  the  requisition  of  the 
mustering  officer,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  same. 
By  order  of  the  President, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretai-y  of  War. 
General  James  H.  Lane. 

Official  copy. 

J.  LESLEY,  Jr., 

Chief  Clerk. 

I,  John  D.  Clark,  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  Washington  County,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, do  hereby  certify  that  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  June  last  General  James  K. 
Lane  swore  to  and  subscribed  the  form  of  the  within  oath  before  me,  which  I  duly  cer- 
tified and  delivered  to  him. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  15th  July,  1861. 

JOHN  D.  CLARK,  J,  P, 

By  request  of  Mr.  Stanton. 

I,  James  H.  Lane,  appointed  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  do 
solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  I  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica; an(l  that  I  will  serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  against  all  their  enemies  or  ojv- 
posers  whatsoever,  and  ol)serve  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  orders  of  the  officers  apiwinted  over  me,  according  to  the  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  at ,  this  '- —  day  of ,  186-. 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 


The  following  article  appeared  in  the  Daily  Times,  of  Leavenworth,  on  the  26th  oi 
June  last: 

Leavenworth,  June  25,  1861. 

Mr.  Editor  :  On  the  20th  instant  I  was  duly  appointed  a  brigadier-general  in  the 
volunteer  force  of  the  United  States,  and  thereupon  received  the  following  order: 

Wab  Department,  June  20, 186r. 

Dear  Sir:  This  Department  will  accept  two  regiments  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war,  in  addition  to  the  three  regiments  the  Department  has  already  accepted  from 
the  governor  of  Kansas,  to  be  raised  and  organist  by  you  in  Kansas.  Orders  will  be 
given  to  muster  the  same  into  service  immediately  on  being  read>  to  be  so  mustered;  and 
on  being  mustered  the  requisi.te  arms,  &c.,  will  be  furnished  on  the  requisition  of  the 
mustering  officer,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  President. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
•  General  James  K  Lane. 

FeUow-ciiizens  of  Kanma  and  adjoining  States  and  Territories : 

The  important  trust  thus  confided  to  me  has  occurred  at  a  momentous  period  in  our 
history  as  a  nation.  An  insurrectionary  war,  commenced  by  rebels,  in  defiance  of  pat- 
riotism and  duty,  has  now  approached  our  border.  Treason  has  raised  its  bloody  hand 
almost  in  our  very  midst  to  strike  down  our  glorious  flag  made  blessed  by  the  memories 
of  our  fathers.  The  horrors  of  war  are  no  longer  far  removed  from  us,  but  have  been 
brought  by  traitorous  hands  to  our  very  hearthstones.  Impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
prompt  and  vigorous  action  in  defense  of  our  country,  its  flag,  and  our  homes,  the  Pres- 
ident has  authorized  the  formation  of  a  brigade  of  five  regiments  in  Kansas.  He  has 
been  pleased  to  place  in  my  hands  the  honor  of  leading  the  gallant  sons  of  the  youngest 
State  of  the  Union  to  victory  in  defence  of  that  Union  of  which  it  has  so  lately  become  a 

gart.  Treason  and  rel)ellion  surround  iw.  I-ioyal  American  citizens  driven  from  their 
omes  are  crying  to  us  for  protection.  The  best  Government  in  the  world  is  assailed 
by  wicked  hands.  Men  of  Kansas  and  the  surrounding  country,  in  the  name  of  all  we 
hold  sacred,  and  by  the  authority  of  our  constitutional  ruler,  I  invoke  yon  to  rally  to 
tbe  StftTS  and  Stripes;  come  forward  and  join  the  regiments  accepted  6om  oar  State. 
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When  organized,  the  watchword  of  the  brigade  will  be  the  downfall  of  treason  wherever 
found  and  the  upholding  of  Union  men  in  every  State  and  place. 

JAMES  H.  LANE, 

Brigadier-General, 

General  Lane  stated  to  the  committee  that  he  wrote  the  body  of  the  address  only, 
and  did  not  bSojl  his  name  as  brigadier-general. 

The  requisitions  mentioned  in  the  following  letter  of  General  Meigs  were  read  before 
the  committee  by  General  I^ane;  he  stated  that  he  made  them  but  did  not  sign  them  as 
brigadier-general,  nor  was  that  title  annexed  to  his  name.  The  requisitions  not  being 
in  poBBcesion  of  the  committee  are  not  inserted  in  this  report. 


Quabtebmaster-Gexeral's  Office, 

WiibhingUm  City,  June  26,  1861. 

SlE:  I  am  informed  that  you  are  able  and  willing  to  supply  the  regulation  uniforms 
for  two  regiments,  including  four  companies  of  cavalry,  four  companies  of  mounted 
artiUery,  and  twelve  companies  of  infantry,  subject  to  regulation,  inspection  as  to  work 
and  materia],  and  at  the  United  States  prices. 

This  ciothing  is  for  two  regiments  to  be  raised  and  commanded  by  General  Lane,  of 
Kansas,  and  must  be  delivered  in  time  to  reach  Fort  Leavenworth  before  the  20th  July, 
at  which  time  the  regiment  is  to  take  the  field. 

I  inclose  General  Lane's  requisitions,  three  in  number,  specifying  the  articles  and 
indorsed  by  me  for  identification.  Also  a  copy  of  order  No.  23,  of  November  30,  1859, 
fizmg  prices. 

Be  ^x)d  enough  to  signify  by  telegraph  your  acceptance  or  rejection  of  this  order,  and 
if  rejected  return  the  requisitions  by  bearer. 

When  ready  for  inspection  a  United  States  inspector  will  be  sent  to  Boston  to  look  at 
them. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster'  General, 

Messrs.  Hauouton,  Sawyer  &  Co., 

Boston^  Mass, 

The  above  is  a  true  copy. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

Monday,  August  5,  1861. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  presented  papers  relative  to  his  appointment  as  a  brigadier* 
general  of  volunteers,  and  his  acceptance  of  the  said  appointment. 
Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

«  *  *  *  *  «  * 

Mr.  Foster  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee* on  the  Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  Fred- 
eric P.  Stanton,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  under  an  ax)pointment 
of  the  governor  of  the  State,  in  the  place  of  the  Hon.  James  II.  Lane;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— ^yeas  17,  nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Breckinridge,  Carlile,  Cowan, 
Doolittle,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harris,  Johnson  of  Tennessee,  King,  Pearce,  Powell, 
Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  and  Wade. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Baker,  Bingham,  Bright,  Browning, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Hale,  Harlan,  Howe,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham, 
Polk,  Rioe,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster  was  not  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  438-441  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  1st  sess.  37th 
Cong.] 

Tuesday,  August  6,  1861. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Nioolay,  his  secretary: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  l>ody  of  date  July  31,  1861,  requesting 
the  President  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  Hon.  Janics  H.  Lane,  a  member  of  that 

g  EC- 14 
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body  fo)m  Kansas,  hoa  been  appointed  a  brigadier- general  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  if  so,  whether  he  has  accepted  snch  appointment,  I  have  thie  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  certain  papers,  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7,  which,  taken  togeiher, 
explain  themselves;  and  which  contain  all  the  information  I  possess  upon  the  questions 
propounded. 

It  was  my  intention,  as  sliown  by  my  letter  of  June  20,  1861,  to  appoint  Hon.  James 
H.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  a  brigadier-general  of  United  States  volunteers,  in  anticipation  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  since  paf»ed,  for  raising  such  volunteers;  and  I  have  no  further 
knowledge  upon  the  subject  except  as  derived  from  the  papers  herewith  inclosed. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  AngttHt  5,  1861. 

******* 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

'"''Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  at  its  next 
session,  copies  of  any  order  under  which  General  James  H.  l>ane  is  authorized  to  raise 
troops  for  the  war;  also  of  all  retjuisitions  made  hy  the  said  Liine,  and  of  all  orders  gi\  en 
by  the  War  Department  at  his  instance  for  horses,  arms,  clothing,  suhsislence,  and  lor 
mustering  into  service  the  troops  composing  the  brigade  known  asGeneial  line's  brigade 
in  Kansas." 

[Brief  remarks  in  regard  to  the  printing  of  the  President's  message  are  found  on  pages 
450-452  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  1st  sess.  37th  Cong.] 

[Second  session  of  the  Thirty -seventh  Congress.] 

Wednesday,  December  11,  1861.     . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  2d  of  August  last,  on  the  application  of 
the  Hon.  Frederic  V.  Stanton  for  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Kansas,  under  an  appointment  from  the  governor,  in  the  place  of  the  Hon. 
James  H.  Lane;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  December  17,  1861. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  Frederic  P.  Stanton  to  be  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate 
now  occupied  by  the  Hon.  James  H  Lane;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow  at  1  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  18,  1861. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
reported  froln  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  affirming  the  right  of  Frederic  P.  Stanton 
to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  now  occupied  by  the  Hon.  James  H.  Lane;  and 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Collamer  that  the  resolutions  and  the  report  of  the  committee  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  26,  nays  9. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bright,  Browning,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  King, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham,  Morrill,  Pearce,  Pomeroy,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Sumner, 
Wade,  Willey,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  John- 
son of  Tennessee,  Nesmith,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Trumbull. 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  and  fhe  report  of  the  committee  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[The  debate  on  the  motion  to  recommit  is  fonnd  on  pages  127-130  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.] 

Monday,  January  6,  1862. 

Mr.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  "was  recommitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Frederic  P. 
Stanton,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  now  occnpicd  by  the  Hon, 
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James  H  Lane,  reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  tlie  Senate  do  adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

Seaolved,  That  James  H.  Lane  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 

Iteaolved,  That  Frederic  P.  Stanton  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 

Tuesday,  January  7,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Foster,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  Frederic  P.  Stanton  entitled 
to  the.seat  in  the  Senate  now  held  by  the  Hon.  James  If.  Lane  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Kansas;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  Senate  a<^ourned. 

Wednesday,  January  8,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  Frederic  P.  Stanton  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  now 
held  by  the  Hon.  James  H.  Lane  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kansas;  and 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Grimes, 

Ordered,  That- the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  222-227  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Monday,  January  13,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  Frederic  P.  Stanton  entitled  to  the  seat  now  held  by  the 
Hon.  James  H.  Lane  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kansas. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Collamer  that  Frederic  P.  Stanton,  who  contests  the  seat  of  the 
Hon.  James  H.  Lane,  have  leave  to  be  heard  in  person  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  32,  nays  4. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bright,  Browning,  Carlile, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howe,  Johnson,  King,  I^ane  of  Indiana,  I^ne  of  Kansas,  Latham,  McDougall, 
Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pearce,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and 
Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Dixon,  Hale,  Sumner,  and  Wilkinson. 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Frederic  P.  Stanton,  who  contests  the  seat  of  the  Hon.  .lames  H.  Lane, 
hare  leave  to  be  heard  in  person  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fessenden  that  the  Senate  reconsider  the  vote  agreeing  to  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Collamer,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  to  amend  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  by 
striking  out  the  word  * '  not, ' ' 

After  debate,  and  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pearce,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[Hie  debate  is  found  on  pages  290-297  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Wednesday,  January  15, 1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  Frederic  P.  Stanton  entitled  to  the  seat  now  held  by  the 
Hon.  James  H.  Lane  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kansas;  and 
-  The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clark  to  the  first  resolution,  viz,  strike  out  the 
word  "not,*'  being  under  consideration. 

After  debate,  and  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  336-344  of  the  Congressional  Glol>e,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Thuksday,  January  16,  1862. 

The  Vice-President  announced  that  the  hour  of  1  o'clock  having  arrived,  it  was  the 
daty  of  the  Chair  to  call  up  the  unfinished  busineas  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday,  which 
was  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  Frederic 
P.  Stanton  entitled  to  the  .seat  in  the  Senate  now  held  by  the  Hon.  James  H.  Lane  as 
a  Soiator  finom  the  State  of  Kansas;  and  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
said  resolntions. 

On  the  question  to  agn^  to  the  amen<1ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clark  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion, viz,  strike  out  the  word  **not," 

Alter  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affimmtive — ^yeas  24,  nays  16. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  aflSrmative  are  Messrs.  Bright,  Browninjj,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Col  lamer,  Cowan,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  King,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Latham,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Kice,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wilkinson,  Wil- 
mot,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis,  Dixon, 
Foot,  Foster,  Johnson,  Kennedy,  McDougall,  Nesmith,  Pearce,  Powell,  Saulsbury,  Ten 
Eyck,  and  Wade. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  determineil  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

So  it  was 

Besolvedj  That  James  H.  Lane  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  resolution  reported  by  the  committee, 

Off  motion  by  Mr.  Hale, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

COMPENSATION   OF   .MK.    STANTON. 

[First  session  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress.] 

Tuesday,  August «,  186L 

Mr.  Dixon  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent  and  agreed  to: 

^^Bofolved,  That  the  usual  mileage  and  pay  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Frederic  P.  Stan 
ton  while  contesting  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Kansas." 

[Second  session  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress.] 

Tiursday,  January  16,  1862. 

Mr.  Dixon  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses 
of  the  Senate : 

^'^  Resolved ,  That  the  usual  compensation  and  mileage  of  a  Senator  be  allowed  to  Fred- 
eric P.  Stanton  up  to  the  time  of  the  termination  of  his  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
as  a  Senator  for  the  present  Congress,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cx)ntingent  fund." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  351I-364  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Friday,  January  17,  1862. 

Mr.  Dixon,  from  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  allowing  the  usual  pay  and  mileage  of  a 
Senator  to  Frederic  P.  Stanton  during  the  time  he  was  contesting  the  seat  of  the  Hon. 
James  H.  Lane,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  having  been  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fessenden,  it  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  third  time,  as  follows: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  usual  compensation,  exclusive  of  mileage  which  he  has  already 
received,  of  a  Senator  be  allowed  to  Frederic  P.  Stanton  up  to  the  termination  of  his 
contest  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  for  the  present  Congress,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund;" 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  the  resolution  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
******* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fc-ssenden  that  the  Senate  reconsider  the  vot6  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  allowing  pi»y  and  mileage  to  Frederic  P.  Stanton,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  the  same  having  been 
amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fessenden,  by  striking  out  the  words  '*  which  he  has 
already  received,"  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follow.s: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  usual  compensation,  exclusive  of  mileage,  of  a  Senator  be  allowed 
to  Frederic  P.  Stanton  up  to  the  time  of  the  termination  of  his  contest  for  a  seat  in  iJie 
Senate  as  a  Senator  lor  the  present  Congress,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund." 

[The  debate  is  fouuU  on  pages  37U-379  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  purl  1,  2d  seas. 
37th  Cong.] 
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TRU8TEN  POLK, 
Senator  from  Missouri  from  March  4,  1857,  till  January  10,  1862. 

December  18, 18C1,  the  following  reHolution  was  mibiiiiUetl,  and  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary:  "Resolved,  That  Trnsten  Polk,  of  Missouri,  now  u  traitor  to  the  United  StuteH.  he  ex- 
pelled aiid  he  hereby  is  expelled  from  tl>e  Senate."  Jiinuury  9,  IHGU,  the  eommiltee  reported  that 
It  appeared  to  their  satisfaetion  that  Tnislen  Polk  had,  in  a  letter  transmitting  pecuniary  means  to 
aid  in  the  publieatior  of  a  seeession  newspaper  in  Missouri,  declared  amonfs:  o*hcr  disloyal  and 
trea8onal>le  expressitiuH  that  "dissolution  is  now  a  faet,"'  and  that  he  hoped  ]Mi»souri  would  not 
" hesitate  u  moment  to  ro  with  her  Southern  sisters:"  that  this  letter  had  Ixren  extensively  pub- 
lished, and  could  hardly  have  failed  to  come  to  the  notice  of  Seiuitor  Polk;  yet  that  neither  he  nor 
any  one  in  his  behalf  had  appeare<l  before  the  eonmiittee  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  letter,  or 
attempted  in  any  way  to  explain  it;  that  he  had  not  only  failed  to  api>ear  in  his  seat  duriiip:  the 
seasion,  but  on  tliecontniry,  as  the  eomniittee  are  fully  satistied,  had  lell  his  home  in  Saint  I.ouis, 
and  liad  gone  clandestinely  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States.  They  rei)ortcd  back  the  resolution  with  the  unanimous  recommendation  that  it  pass.  Jan- 
uary 10  it  iMissed  by  a  vote  of  .'iO  yeas  to  no  nays.  .\  fyw  remarks  in  regard  to  Mr.  Polk's  letter,  and 
reference  of  the  ivsolution,  constitute  the  debt\tc  on  the  case. 

The  liistory  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  the  case  from  Senate  Jom-nals,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  from 
Senate  Reports.  2d  sess.,  37th  Cong.,  No.  4. 

The  debate  is  found  on  page  126  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong. 

Wkdxesday,  Dicemher  18,  1861. 

Mr.  Sumner  submitted  the  Ibllowinjx  resolution;  which  wius  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  relerre<I  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

^^ Resolved^  That  Trusten  Polk,  oi'  Missouri,  now  a  traitor  to  the  United  States,  be 
expelled,  and  he  hereby  is  expelled,  from  the  ^^enate." 

Thukssday,  January  9,  l^CW. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  expulsion  of  Trusten  Polk,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  reported 
the  resolution  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  the  resolution  do 
pass. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  submitted  a  report  (No.  4)  on  the  subject;  which  was  ordered  to  l)e 
printed. 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE.' 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Cowan, 
Harris,  Bayard,  and  Powell.] 

In  THE  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
January  9,  1862. — Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printe<l. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
for  the  expulsion  of  Trusten  Polk,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  report: 

That  it  appears  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  Trusten  Polk  recently  and 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  rebellion,  in  a  letter  transmitting  pecuniary 
means  to  aid  in  the  publication  of  a  secession  newspaper  in  Southwestern  Missouri, 
among  other  disloyal  and  treasonable  expressions  used  the  following:  "Dissolution  is 
now  a  fact;  not  only  a  fact  accomplished,  but  thrice  repeated.  Everything  here  looks 
like  inevitable  and  final  dissolution.  Will  Missouri  hesitate  a  moment  to  go  with  her 
Soathem  sisters  ?  I  hope  not.  Please  let  me  bear  from  you.  I  would  be  glad  to  keep 
posted  as  to  the  condition  of  things  in  Southwest  Missouri.  I  like  Governor  Jackson's 
position.     It  looks  like  adherence  to  the  *  Jackson  re.solutit)ns.-  " 

That  a  copy  of  this  letter  was  published  in  full  in  the  Congressional  Globe  of  the  19th 
of  December  last,  the  day  after  the  resolution  of  expulsion  in  this  case  was  introduced 
in  the  Senate,  and  has  also,  both  before  and  since  that  time,  lieen  published  and  re- 
ferred to  In  several  other  newspapers  in  Missouri  and  elsewhere,  and  widely  circulated 
thronghout  the  country,  which  publication  could  hardly  have  failed  to  come  to  the 
notice  of  Senator  Folk;  and  yet  neither  he  nor  any  other  person  in  his  behalf  has  ap- 
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peared  before  the corauiittee  to  deny  tlieixnthenticity  of  the  letter  referred  to.  ornttenipU  d 
in  any  other  way  to  deny  or  explain  it  so  far  as  the  eommitteeare  aware;  a  course  of 
conduct  deemed  to  be  wholly  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  his  innocence,  since  an 
innocent  man  in  his  position,  according  to  the  first  impulses  of  a  true  and  loyal  heart, 
would  not  have  suffered  a  moment  to  elapse  without  flying  to  his  place  to  deny,  if  false, 
80  grave  and  foul  a  charge. 

That  besides  this  he  has  not  only  failed  to  appear  in  his  seat  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  continuance  of  the  present  session,  now  a  period  of  six  weeks,  to  perform  his  duty 
to  his  State  and  to  the  Union  on  an  occasion  of  the  greatest  possible  urgency,  when  the 
votes  as  well  as  coupsel  of  every  true  and  loyal  Senator  were  eminently  needed  in  pro- 
viding ibr  the  public  welfare  and  in  putting  down  a  fierce  rebellion  threatening  the 
verj'  existence  of  the  Union,  but,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  committee  are  fully  satisfied  on 
information  derived  from  reliable  ofiicial  and  other  sources  in  Missouri,  has  left  his  home 
in  Saint  Louis  and  gone  clandestinely  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  now  in  open,  armed 
rebellion  against  the  United  States,  whose  Constitution  he,  as  Senator,  has  solemnly 
sworn  to  support. 

The  committee,  under  this  state  of  facts,  are  of  opinion  that  justice  to  the  Senate,  to 
rid  its  roll  of  his  name  as  well  as  the  Chamber  of  his  presence;  justice  to  the  State  of 
Missouri,  whose  high  commission  he  has  dishonored,  and  justice  to  the  Union  which  he 
has  sought  to  betray,  all  require  that  he  should  no  longer  continue  a  member  of  this 
body. 

They  therefore  respectfully  report  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  Trusten  Polk,  a 
Senator  from  Missouri,  back  to  the  Senate,  with  the  unanimous  recommendation  that 
the  same  do  pass. 

Friday,  January  10,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Sumner  the  18th  of  December,  expelling  from  the  Senate  Trusten  Polk, 
a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

'' Resolved y  That  Trusten  Polk,  of  Missouri,  now  a  traitor  to  the  United  States,  be 
expelled,  and  he  hereby  is  expelled,  from  the  Senate,'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  36,  nays  none. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bright,  Browning,  Carlile, 
Chandler,  CoUamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howe,  Johnson,  King.  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham,  Morrill, 
Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck, 
Thompson,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  having  voted  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  motion;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Orderedy  That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  copies  of  the  resolutions  expelling  W^do  P.  Johnson  and  Trusten  Polk  from 
the  Senate,  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
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WALDO  P.  JOHNSON, 
Senator  from  MisHOurifrom  March  4,  18C1,  ////  January  10, 1862. 

December  10, 1861,  a  resolution  was  submitted  that  Mr.  Johnson  be  ex])elled  from  the  Senate  for 
his  sympathy  with  and  participation  in  the  rebollion.  conduct  incompatible  with  his  duty  and 
station  as  a  Senator.  December  12  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  facts.  January  U,  1«C2,  the  committee  reported  that  previous 
to  his  election  Mr.  Johnson  was  known,  in  Missouri,  as  entertainin>j:  secession  proclivities;  that 
since  his  election  lie  was  reported  to  have  made  a  speech  evineiny:  a  spirit  hostile  to  the  (lovern- 
ment;  that  he  had  not  appeared  in  his  seat  in  the  Senate  since  the  .session  befj^m;  that  this  failure 
to  appear  in  his  place,  and  his  silence  under  the  imputations  upon  his  loyalty,  which,  from  their 

gablicity,  could  not  ha\e  escaped  his  notice  if  within  a  loyal  portion  of  the  Union,  of  themselves 
imish  strongr  presumptive  grounds  ap^ainst  his  fidelity  to  the  (lovernment.  They  reported  back 
tho  resolution  with  the  recommendation  that  it.  pass.  January  10  it  pa.ssed  by  a  vote  of  35  yeas  to 
no  nays.  A  few  remarks,  mainly  on  the  <iue.stion  of  reference  of  the  resolution,  constitute  the  only 
debate  on  the  case. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceeding's  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  37th  ConK.,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  from  Senate 
Reports,  2d  sess.,  37th  Cong.  No.  5. 
The  debate  is  found  on  pages  70,  71  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong. 

Tuesday,  December  10,  1861. 

Mr.  Foot  suhmitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

**J2c8ofec</,  That  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  by  his  sym- 
pathy with  and  participation  in  the  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  been  gailty  of  conduct  inconipati))1e  with  his  duty  and  station  as  a  Senator; 
and  that  he  be  therefor,  and  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States." 

Thursday,  Deeeviher  12,  1861. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Foot  the  9th  in- 
stant, to  expel  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  from  the  Senate; 
and 

After  debate, 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  ca.se,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

TurRSDAY,  Janxmry  9,  1862. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion to  expel  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  reported  the 
resolution  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  the  resolution  do 
pass. 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  a  report  (No.  5)  on  the  subject;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

KEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Cowan, 
Harris,  Bayard,  and  Powell.] 

IX  THE  Sex  ATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

January  9,  1862. — Submitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printe<l. 

Mr.  Trumbull  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  for  the  expulsion 
from  the  Senate  of  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  submit  the 
following  report: 

Previous  to  his  elec*tion  to  the  Senate  Mr.  Johnson  was  known  in  Missouri  as  enter- 
taining secession  proclivities,  and  to  sympathize  and  co-operate  with  the  prominent 
citiasens  of  that  State  who  are  now  in  open  rebellion  against  the  Government.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  by  a'legislature  which  has  since  .sought  to  array  the  State  against 
the  Union.  Since  his  election  he  is  report e<l  to  have  made  a  speech  evincing  a  spirit 
bcwtile  to  the  Government)  which  speech  was  extensively  published  in  the  State  of 
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MisBonri  withont  public  contradiction  from  him.  He  has  not  appeared  in  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  since  the  session  began ;  and  though  the  resolution  for  his  expulsion  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Senate  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  and  referred  to  this  committee  on  the 
12th  day  of  December,  1861,  and  has  been  extensively  published  in  Missouri  and  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  the  said  Johnson  has  wholly  failed  to  furnish  any  reason  for  his 
absence,  or  explanation  of  the  charges  of  disloyalty  urged  against  him. 

The  failure  of  said  Johnson  for  so  long  a  period  to  appear  in  his  place  to  discharge  the 
high  duties  incumbent  upon  him  for  the  preservation  of  the  Republic  in  this  time  of 
rel)ellion  against  its  authority,  and  his  silence  under  the  imputations  upon  his  loyalty, 
which,  from  their  publicity,  could  not  have  escaped  his  notice  if  within  a  loyal  portion 
of  the  Union,  of  themselves  furnish  strong  presumptive  grounds  against  his  tidelitj^  to 
the  GoTemment. 

His  whereabouts  at  this  time  the  committee  have  been  unable,  with  actual  certainty, 
to  ascertain.  They  are  satisfied  that,  had  he  been  so  disposed,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  his  attendnnce  on  the  Senate  at  its  commencement:  and  when  last  heard  from 
he  was  reported  to  have  gone  voluntarily  within  the  lines  01*  rebels  in  arms  against  the 
Government. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  body,  and  they  accordingly  report  the  resolution  back  to  the  Senate 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Friday,  January  10,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Foot  the  10th  of  December,  expelling  from  the  Senate  Waldo  P.  Johnson, 
a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

**  i?fso/rcirf,^That  Waldo  P.  Johnson,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  by  his  sym- 
pathy with,  and  participation  in,  the  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States',  has  been  guilty  of  conduct  incompatible  with  his  duty  and  station  as  a  Senator, 
and  that  he  be  therefor,  and  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States," 

It  was  determined  in  the*  aflSrmative — yeas  35,  nays  none. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Bright,  Browning, 
Carlile,  Chandler,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Har- 
lan, Harris,  Howe,  Johnson,  King,  I^ne  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Nesmith, 
Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  having  voted  in 
the  affirmative. 

*  »  *  *  *  it  ♦ 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  motion;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Ordered^  That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  copies  of  the  resolution  expelling  Waldo  P.  Johnson  and  Trusten  Polk  from 
the  Senate,  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
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,1ESSE  D.  BKTGHT, 
Senator  front  Indiana  from  March  4,  1845,  to  February  5,  1862. 

December  16, 1861,  a  resolution  was  HubDiillecl  lliat  Mr.  Hrijjht  be  expelled  from  the  Senate.  The 
preamble  fliated  that  Mr.  Krifirht  lm<l  written  a  eertain  letter  iKiven  below)  whieh  was  believed  to 
be  evidenee  of  disloyalty  to  the  United  States,  and  ealeiilated  to  i^ive!  aid  and  eomfort  to  the  public 
enemies.  The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  ('omniittcc  on  the  Judiciary*  January  13,  1862,  the 
committee  reported  that  in  their  opinion  the  faets  ehar|{:ed  against  Mr.  Bright  were  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  his  expulsion  and  recommended  that  the  resolution  do  not  pass..  February  5. 1862, after 
a  long  debate  the  Senate  agreed  to  the  resolution  by  a  vote  of  \V1  yeas  to  14  nays,  and,  more  than 
two-tnirds  of  the  Senators  present  voting  in  the  afHrniative,  Mr.  liiight  was  expelled. 

The  history  of  tlie  case  here  given  consists  of  a  irauaK-ript  of  tin?  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Seuat,e  Journals,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  taken  from 
the  Congressional  Globe. 

The  debates  in  the  case  are  found  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1 . 2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  and  the 
Appendix  contained  in  part  4  of  tlie  same. 

Special  reference**  to  the  delmtes  of  eaeli  day  arc  inserted  below. 

Monday,  December  16,  1861. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

"Whereas  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  heretofore,  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1861,  wrote 
a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

'"Washington,  3Iarch  1,  1861. 

'*  'My  Dear  Sir:  Allow  me  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  my  friend,  Thomas 
B.  Lincoln,  of  Texas.     He  visits  your  capital  mainly  to  dispose  of  what  he  regards  a 
great  improvement  in  fire-arms.     I  commend  him  to  your  favorable  consideration  as  a 
gentleman  of  the  first  respectability,  and  reliable  in  every  respect. 
"  '  Very  truly  yours, 

'"JESSE  D.  BRIGHT. 

'"To his  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 
^^  ^  President  of  the  Confederation  of  States.' 

**  And  whereas  we  believe  the  said  letter  is  evidence  of  disloyalty  to  the  United  States, 
and  is  calculated  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  public  enemies:  Therefore,    - 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  said  Jesse  D.  Bright  be  expelled  from  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  Wilkinson  also  submitted  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  aforesaid  resolution;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[Remarks  by  Mr.  Bright  and  another  letter  written  by  him  are  found  on  page  89  of 
the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Friday,  December  20,  1861. 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  a  memorial  of  James  M.  Ix>gan  and  others,  loyal  citizens  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  for  the  removal  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  from  the 
United  States  Senate;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Monday,  January  13,  1862. 

Mr.  Cowan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
for  the  expulsion  of  Jesse  D.  Bright,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  from  the  Sen- 
ate, reported  it  without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation  that  the  resolution  do 
not  pass. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilkinson, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday,  the  16th  instant,  at  1  o'clock 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Cowan 
Harris,  Bayard,  and  Powell.] 

The  Committee  on  the  .Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  expel  the  Hon. 
Jesse  D.  Bright  from  his  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate,  respectfully  report: 

That  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  facts  charged  against  Mr.  Bright  are  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  his  expulsion  from  the  Senate;  and  they  therefore  recommend  that  the  reso- 
lution do  not  pass. 

Monday,  January  20,  1862. 

The  Vice-President  called  up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  and  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  from  the  Senate,  reported  upon* 
adversely  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  391-398*of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Tuesday,  January 2\,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  ibund  on  pages  412-419  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note. ) 

Wednesday,  January  22,  1862. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  431-435  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Thursday,  January  23,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  447-454  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred"  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Friday,  January  24,  1862. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  470,  471  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Monday,  January  27,  1862. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  37-42  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Congressional  Globe  re- 
ferred to  in  the  head-note.] 

Wednesday,  January  29,  1862. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  Ibund  on  pages  539-545  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Thursday,  January  30,  1862. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  559-564  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

'Friday,  January  31,  1862. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  582-592  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Tuesday,  February  4,  1862. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  622-629  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Wednesday,  February  5,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
the  16th  of  December,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright  from  the  Senate^ 
and  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judicially;  and 

After  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolutioo  as  follows: 

"  Whereas  the  Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright,  heretofore,  on  the  Ist  day  of  March,  1K61,  wrot«» 

a  letter  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

«-        ■  I   '  ill  —  ■'   I      ■  .^-^— .»» 

^Found  on  p«se  287  of  the  OongreMional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note. 
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"*\VAslliN(iT(»N,  Manh  1.  1H(J1. 

**  'My  Deab  Sib:  Allow  me  to  introcliiue  to  your  acquaintance  my  friend,  Thomas 
B.  Lioooln,  of  Texas.     He  visits  your  capital  mainly  to  dispow  of  what  he  roj;ard8  a 
great  improyement  in  fire-anns.     I  commend  him  to  your  favorable  consideration  as  a 
gentleman  of  the  first  respectability,  and  reliable  in  every  resi>ect. 
**  *  Very  truly  yours, 

'     JIvSSE  D.  imiGHT. 
"  *Hifl  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

^President  of  the  Confederation  of  Slates. ' 


(k  ( 


** And  whereas  we  believe  the  said  letter  is  an  eviden<e  of  disloyalty  to  the  United 
States,  and  is  calculated  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  public  enemies:  Therefore, 

^^Besohedf  That  the  said  Jesse  I).  Bright  Imj  expelled  from  his  sciit  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  32,  nays  14. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browninj.^,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Hen- 
derson, Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  King,  I^ne  of  Indiana,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilniot,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chosetts,  and  Wilson  of  Misstmri. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Hayanl,  Carlile.  Cowan,  Harris,  Ken- 
nedy, Latham,  Nesmith,  Pearce,  Powell,  Kice,  Saulsburv,  Ten  Evck,  Thomson,  and 
WiUey. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  two-thinls  of  the  Senators  present  having  voted  in 
the  affirmative;  and  it  was 

Besolredj  That  the  said  Jesse  D.  Bright  be  expelled  from  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  Unitecl  States. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  644-655  of  the  Congiessional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

TlIUKSDAY,  February  6,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilkinson, 

Ordered f  That  the  Vice-President  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  executive  of  the  State 
of  Indiana  a  copy  of  the  resolution  expelling  Jesse  D.  Bright  from  the  Senate,  attested 
by  the  Seoretary  of  the  Senate. 
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[Tfairty-fleyenth  Congreas — vSecond  session.  ] 

BENJAMIN   STAKK, 
Senator  from  Oregon  from  February  21, 1862,  /i7/  September  13, 1862. 

January  (*,  1H52.  the  credentiaU  of  Mr.  Starlc.  who  liad  been  app  >iiitt5  J  by  the  fj^avemor  of  Oregon 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  were  pre^iented  in  the  Senate.  A  re«>hition  wa^  submitted  that  the  oath  be  not 
adminiirtered  to  Mr.  Htark.  and  that  h\n  credentiabi  Xte.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judii-iary. 
January  Mi,  after  a  debate  on  the  prima  fueie  ri^ht  of  Mr.  Stark  to  the  seat,  the  resolution  was  a|;;reed 
to.  February  7,  the  committee,  "without  expressing  any  opinion  n»  to  the  efleit  of  the  papen* 
before  them  up<jn  any  Hubfiequentproccedintrn  in  the  ea»fe,"  rep«»rted  a  re^jolntion  that  Mr.  Sturk 
was  entitled  to  take  the  oath  of  office.  Mr  Trumbull.  du>hentin);.  "  e<»nc.eive«i  that  it  wuh  the  duty 
of  the  committee  to  have  expre««ed  it»«  opinion  on  tl»e  evideiit-e  of  «ii-lt»yaliy  before  it.  and  to  luive 
reported  in  favor  of  or  aKain?ft  the  Hweariufi  in  of  the  i^nator. a-^  the  evidence  should  warrant, and 
not  allow  him  to  be  ftr»t  sworn  and  leave  the  question  of  hi»  loyalty  to  l»e  sul.-s  queutly  determined 
on  a  motion  to  expel/'  The  reiK>rt  was  accompanied  by  testimony.  February  27  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee  passed  after  amendment,  and  Mr.  SU.rk  took  his  seat.  February  2H  a 
resolution  was  submitted  that  the  itA\ten  relatin};  to  the  loyalty  of  K  njaniin  Stark  l>e  refernd  to 
the  seme  committee  with  instructions  to  in^'estigate  the  chartccs  (treferred  a^inst  him.  March  18 
this  resolution  fiassed  the  Senat«*.  liavinf^  been  so  amendeil  that  the  papers  were  referred  to  a  select 
of>mmittee  instead  of  to  the  (Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  April  22  this  c-ommitlee  report*  d  the 
conclusions  from  the  facts  proved.  <ine  of  which  was  "that  tlic  Senator  from  Orej^n  is  disloyal 
to  the  Go%'eniment  of  the  United  States.*'  One  member  of  the  committee  did  not  concur  in  this 
conclusion.  May  7  a  resolution  was  submitted  that  Mr.  Stark,  who  had  been  found  disloyal  by  a 
committee  of  the  Senate;,  lie  expelled,  which  rewdution  was  determine<l  in  the  negative.  June  G.  by 
a  vote  of  16  yeas  to  21  nays. 

The  history  of  the  case;  here  jfiven  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong. :  the  report  (majority  and  minority)  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  (excepting  the  evidence),  from  Senate  Reports,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  No.  11; 
and  the  report  of  the  select  committee  from  Senate  ReiK>r1s.  Ih.  No.  3H. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Monday,  January  6,  1862. 

Mr.  Nesmith  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Bei\jamin  Stark,  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator in  Congress  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Oregon  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Edward  D.  Baker;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Fessenden  moved  that  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  be  not  administered  to  Mr. 
Stark,  and  that  his  credentials,  together  with  certain  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Fessenden, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard, 

Ordered^  That  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fessenden  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  183-185  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Thursday,  January  J),  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
submitted  by  Mr.  Fessenden  the  6th  instant,  that  the  cath  prescribed  by  law  be  not  ad- 
ministered to  Mr.  Stark,  and  that  his  credentials,  together  w  ith  certain  papers  presented 
by  Mr.  Fessenden,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

Friday,  January  10,  18(>2. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  Kubmitted  by  Mr.  Fessenden  the 
6th  instant,  "that  the  oath  prescri>)ed  by  law  be  not  administered  to  Mr.  Stark,  and  that 
his  credentials,  together  with  certain  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.'' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fessenden  hy  striking  out  the 
word  *'not," 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  29. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bright,  I^tham,  Nesmith, 
Pearce,  Powell,  Rice,  Sanlsbury,  and  Thomson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe, 
Johnaon,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  I^ane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman,  Sim- 
aoDS,  Bumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Tromboll,  Wade,  Wilkineon,  Mid  Wilaon.* 
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On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Feasenden,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  28,  nays  11. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saolsbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Ck>lla- 
mer.  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  l!^essenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Howe,  Johnson,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sherman, 
Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bright,  Carlile,  Kennedy,  La- 
tham, Nesmith,  Pearce,  Powell,  Rice,  Sanlsbnry,  and  Thomson. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  265-269  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Friday,  February  7,  1862. 

Mr.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Stark,  with  certain  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Fessenden  in 
reference  thereto,  submitted  a  report  (No.  11),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution 
(resolution  given  below  in  report). 

Mr.  Trumbull  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  subject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner, 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  the  \iews  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  be  printed. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  696,  697  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

KEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Cowan 
Harris,  Bayard,  and  Powell.] 

Ix  THE  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
February  7,  1862. — Read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Harris  submitted  the  folUming  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Benjamin 
Stark  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Oregon,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  have  had 
the  same  nnder  consideration,  and,  without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
Iiapers  before  them  upon  any  subseiiuent  proceedings  in  the  case,  the]^  report  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  Benjamin  Stark,  of  Oregon,  appointed  a  Senator  of  that  State  by  the 
governor  thereof,  is  entitled  to  take  the  Constitutional  oath  of  office. 

views  ok  the  minority 

Of  the  CommiUee  on  the  Judiciary  {Mr.  Trumbull)  on  the  credent iah  of  Benjamin  Stark  as  a 
Senator  from  Oregon ^  and  the  jHtpers  presented  on  the  subject. 

Febriary  7,  1862. — Onlered  to  1k»  printed. 

Unable  to  agree  with  the  minority  of  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  Beiijamin  Stark,  with  the  accompanying  pai>er8,  the  undersigned  submits  the 
following  views: 

A  preliminary  question  was  raised  in  the  Senate  when  this  ca-ne  wns  refencd  to  the 
committee,  whether  it  was  (tompetent  lor  the  Senate  for  any  cause  to  refuse  to  allow  a 
person  to  be  sworn  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  whose  credentials  were  in  projwr  form, 
and  who  possessed  all  the  qualifications  i\h  to  age,  citizenship,  and  inhabitancy  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution,  and  whether  the  only  remedy  which  the  Senate  had  to  protect  itself 
against  the  presence  of  an  infamous  j)erson,  a  convicted  felon,  or  an  avowed  and  open 
traitor,  was  not  by  expulsion  by  a  two-thirds  vote  alter  he  should  have  l)een  sworn  into 
office.  The  Senate  decided,  aller  debate,  to  refer  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Stark,  with  the 
accompanying  papers,  consisting  of  written  statements  and  affidavits  impeaching  his 
loyalty,  to  the  committee  without  allowing  him  to  be  sworn.  A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee now  report  the  ca.se  back,  with  a  resolution  that  Mr.  Stark  is  entitled  to  take  the 
Constitntional  oath,  expressly  stating  that  they  do  so  "without  expressing  any  opinion 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  papers  before  them  upon  anv  sulwe(|uent  proceedings  in  the  case." 

This  reservation  of  opinion  on  the  evidence  could  only  have  become  iiecessarv  on  the  sup- 

*Ttie  •ooompanyini;  dociiineiit'i  are  anut^xt^d  to  the  report  (|>at(eH  .VI.')),  a  reforeiux*  to  vvhioU  \h 
f^voD  \n  the  head-note: 


222  SENATE    ELECTION    CASES. 

po8itioD  that  some  subsequent  proceedings  might  be  taken  in  the  case,  referring  doubtless 
to  a  motion  to  expel  the  Senator  after  he  should  have  been  admitted  a  member,  for  the 
reasons  assigned  in  the  accompanying  papers,  in  effect  establishing  the  principle  that 
evidence  of  disloyalty,  which  might  be  sufficient  to  expel  a  member  \>hen  admitted,  was 
not  sutficieut  to  prevent  his  qualifying  as  a  member.  To  this  principle  the  undersigned 
cannot  agree.  He  believes  it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  examine  and  pass  upon 
the  evidence  before  it,  and  if  found  insufficient  to  prevent  Mr.  Stark  Irom  taking  the 
Constitutional  oath,  that  it  would  also  be  insufficient  to  warrant  his  expulsion  after  he 
was  admitted. 

It  is  admitted  that  neither  the  Senate,  Congress,  nor  a  State  can  superadd  other  quali- 
fications for  a  Senator  to  those  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  yet  either  may  pre- 
vent a  person  possessing  all  those  qualifications,  and  duly  elected,  from  taking  his  seat 
in  the  Senate.  Does  any  one  question  the  right  of  a  State  to  arrest  for  crime  a  person 
duly  qualified  for  and  appointed  a  Senator,  hold  him  in  confinement,  and  thereby  prevent 
his  appeiiring  in  the  Senate  to  qualify?  Suppo.se  a  Senator,  after  his  appointment,  and 
before  qualifying,  to  commit  the  crime  of  murder,  would  any  one  question  the  right  of 
the  State  authorities  where  the  crime  was  committed  to  arrest,  confine,  and,  if  found 
guilty,  execute  the  murderer,  and  thereby  forever  prevent  his  taking  his  seat?  Or,  if 
the  punishment  for  the  offense  wjis  imprisonment,  would  any  one  (juestion  the  right  to 
hold  the  Senator  iii  prison,  and  thereby  prevent  his  appearing  in  the  Senate? 

Could  the  Senate  in  such  a  case  expel  him  betbre  he  had  been  admitted  to  a  seat?  Or 
must  he  [be]  brought  from  the  felon's  cell,  be  infroduced  into  the  Senate,  and  sworn  as 
a  member  betbre  his  seat  could  be  declared  vacant  ?  If  not,  must  the  ^tate  go  unrepre- 
sented till  the  time  for  which  he  was  appointed  has  expired?  Or  would  it  be  competent 
for  the  Senate  in  such  a  case,  by  a  majority  vote,  to  declare  the  convict  incompetent  to 
hold  a  seat  in  the  body,  and  thereby  open  the  way  for  the  appointment  of  a  successor? 
It  is  manifest  that  the  prescribing  of  the  qualifications  for  a  Senator  in  the  Constitution 
was  not  intended  to  prevent  his  being  held  amenable  for  his  crimes.  The  (act  that  the 
Constitution  declares  that  Senators  and  Hepresentatives  "shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony;  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at 
the  sessions  of  their  respective  houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same," 
is  conclusive  that  for  those  offenses  they  may  be  arrested.  As  a  punishment  for  crime, 
then,  it  is  clear  that  a  Senator-elect,  possessing  all  the  Constitutional  qualifications  of  age, 
citizenship,  and  inhabitancy,  may  be  prevented  from  taking  the  oath  of  office.  Congress 
has  repeatedly  acted  upon  the  presumption  that  it  was  entirely  competent  for  it  to  pre- 
scribe, as  a  punishment  for  crime,  an  inability  forever  afterwards  to  hold  any  office  of 
honor,  profit,  or  trust  under  the  United  States. 

By  a  statute  passed  in  1790,  any  person  giving  a  reward  to  a  United  States  judge  as 
a  bribe  to  procure  from  him  any  opinion  or  judgment,  and  the  judge  receiving  such 
bribe,  are  both  declared  to  be  forever  disqualified  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or 
profit  under  the  United  States.  By  an  act  passed  in  1853,  any  member  of  Congress  after 
his  election,  and  whether  before  or  after  he  is  qualified,  who  shall  accept  any  reward 
given  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  his  vote  on  any  question  which  may  come  before 
him  in  his  official  capacity  is  declared  incapable  forever  of  holding  any  office  of  honor, 
trust,  or  profit  under  the  United  States.  Similar  laws,  it  is  believed,  exist  in  most  of 
the  States,  prescribing  as  part  of  the  punishment  for  particular  offenses,  such  as  dueling, 
bribery,  and  some  others,  a  disqualification  for  holding  any  office  under  the  State,  and 
this  notwithstanding  the  State  constitutions  may  have  prescribed  the  qualifications  for 
members  of  their  legislatures,  of  which  the  disqualification  arising  from  the  convic- 
tion for  crime  was  not  one.  The  power  of  Congress  to  prescribe  the  punishment  for 
treason  is  expressly  given  by  the  Constitution,  except  that  it  cannot  be  made  to  work 
corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  beyond  the  life  of  the  person  attainted.  Does  any  one 
doubt  the  power  of  Congress  under  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  declare  that  a  per- 
son convicted  of  treason  should  forever  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office  under  the 
United  States  ?  If  this  were  done,  would  it  be  pretended  tfiat  a  convicted  traitor  was 
entitled  to  be  sworn  as  a  Senator?  The  clause  of  the  Constitution  prescribing  the  qual- 
ifications of  Senators  and  Representatives  could  never  have  been  intended  to  limit  the 
power  to  make  disqualification  to  hold  those  or  any  other  offices  a  penalty  for  the  com- 
mission of  crime,  especially  treason.  Its  design,  doubtless,  was  to  produce  uniformity  of 
qualification  in  all  the  States,  and  to  prevent  any  particular  class  of  persons,  such  as 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  or  othera,  from  being  excluded  from  these  positions.  If  it  be 
competent  for  Congress  to  make  disqualification  to  hold  office  a  punishment  for  an  of- 
fense against  the  United  States,  then  it  is  clearly  competent  for  the  Senate,  which,  by 
the  Constitution,  is  made  ^'the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its 
own  members,"  to  do  the  same  thing,  so  far  as  the  .right  to  take  a  seat  in  that  body  is 
concerned.  Doubtless  a  law  of  Congress  declaring  that  a  person  convicted  of  a  partic- 
ular oflense  should  not  hold  office  under  the  United  States,  and  the  iJeQisipn  of  the 
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oourts  sustaining  such  a  law,  would  not  preclude  the  Senate  from  admitting  such  a  per- 
son to  a  seat,  should  it  think  proper,  because  the  Senate  is  the  exclusive  JQd>^e  of  the 
elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members;  yet  it  is  hardly  conceivable 
that  the  Senate  ever  would  admit  such  a  person  to  be  sworn;  nor  does  the  fact  that  Con- 
gress has  not  adopted  such  a  punishment  for  disloyalty  or  treason  prevent  the  Senate 
from  refusing  to  allow  to  be  sworn  as  a  member  a  person  believed  by  the  Ixnly  to  be 
guilty  of  those  offenses  or  other  infamous  crimes. 

That  one  avowed  traitor,  a  convicted  felon,  or  a  person  known  to  be  disloyal  to  the 
Government,  has  a  constitutional  right  to  be  iidmittcd  into  the  l)ody,  would  imply  ihat 
the  Senate  had  no  power  of  protectiog  itselt^ — a  power  which,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
must  be  inherent  in  every  legislative  body.  Suppose  a  member  sent  to  the  Senate,  be- 
fore being  sworn,  were  to  disturb  the  body  and  by  violeuce  interrupt  its  proceedings, 
would  the  Senate  be  compelled  to  allow  such  a  person  to  be  sworn  as  a  member  of  the 
body  before  it  could  cast- him  out?  Surely  not,  unless  the  Senate  is  unable  to  protect 
itself  and  preserve  its  own  order.  The  Constitution  declares  that  '*each  house  may  de- 
termine the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  two- thirds,  expel  a  member.'^  The  connection  of  the  si*nlcnce  in 
which  the  power  of  expulsion  is  given  would  indiciite  that  it  was  intended  to  l)e  exer- 
cised for  some  act  done  as  a  member,  and  not  for  some  cause  existing  before  the  member 
was  elected  or  took  his  seat.  For  any  crime  or  infamous  act  done  belV>re  that  time  the 
appropriate  remedy  would  seem  to  be  to  refuse  to  allow  him  to  (jualily,  which,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  undersigned,  the  Senate  may  properly  do;  not  by  way  of  adding  to 
the  qualifications  imposed  by  the  Constitntion,  but  as  a  puni.shment  due  to  his  crimes  or 
the  infamy  of  his  character.  Hence,  the  undersigned,  conceiving  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  committee  to  have  expressed  its  opinion  on  the  evidence  of  disloyalty  before  it, 
and  to  have  reported  in  favor  of  or  against  the  swearing  in  of  the  Senator,  as  the  evi- 
dence should  warrant,  and  not  allow  him  to  be  first  sworn,  and  leave  the  (juestion  ol  ^ 
his  loyalty  to  be  subsequently  determined  on  a  motion  to  expel,  the  undersigned  for- 
bears to  review  the  evidence  of  disloyalty  before  the  committee,  or  to  ex])ress  any 
opinion  upon  it,  till  the  pending  question  of  jurisdiction  to  (K)nsider  it  is  determined. 

LYMAN   TKUMBULL. 

Tuesday,  February  18,  1862. 

'  On  motion  by  Mr.  Harris,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  Beujamin  Stark,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Oregon,  entitled  to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  office;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  the  case 
of  Benjamin  Stark,  of  Oregon,  appointed  a  Senator  of  that  State  by  the  governor  thereof, 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee,  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report  on  the  ' 
fiMsts  proved  or  admitted,  whether,  in  their  judgment,  the  evidence  before  them  so  far 
impeaches  his  loyalty  as  to  disqualify  him  from  holding  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Doolittle,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  861-873  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

TlIUKSDAY,  Fehnmry  20,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  declaring  that  Benjamin  Stark,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of 
the  State  of  Oregon,  is  entitled  to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  office;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilkinson, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow  at  1 
o'dock. 

Monday,  February  21,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  declaring  Benjamin  Stark,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of  the 
State  of  Orq^n,  entitl^  to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  offitre;  and. 

After  debate  and  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  925-929  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

^  Wednesday,  Ft^bruary  26,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Harris,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported b^  the  Committee  bu  the  Judiciary,  affirming  the  right  of  Benjamin  Sturk,  ap- 
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pointed  a  Senator  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  to  take  the  constitutional  oath 
of  office;  and 

Mr.  Hale  having  withdrawn  the  motion  made  by  him  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  certain  instructions, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  '4s  en- 
titled to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  office,"  and  in  lieu  therof  inserting  * '  and  now 
charged  with  disloyalty  by  the  affidavits  of  many  citizens  of  Oregon,  and  also  by  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  signed  jointly  by  many  citizens  of  Oregon,  sonic 
of  whom  hold  public  trusts  under  the  United  States,  is  not  entitled  to  take  the  constitu- 
tional oath  of  office  without  a  previous  investigation  into  the  truth  of  the  charge," 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fessenden  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  21,  nays  20. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  963-975  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Thursday,  February  27,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  affirming  the  right  of  Benjamin  Stark,  appomted  a  Senator  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Oregon,  to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  office;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Sifmner  to  the  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Strike  out  the  words  "is  entitled  to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  office"  and  in 
lieu  thereof  insert  '*and  now  charged  with  disloyalty  by  the  affidavits  of  many  citizens 
of  Oregon,  and  also  by  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  signed  jointly  by 
many  citizens  of  Oregon,  some  of  whom  hold  public  trusts  under  the  United  States,  is 
not  entitled  to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  office  without  a  previous  investigation  into 
the  truth  of  the  charge,"  # 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan,  Howard,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Carlile,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howe,  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Latham, 
McDougall,  Nesmith,  Pearce,  Powell,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck, 
Thomson,  Willey,  and  Wilson  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Doolittle  t<?  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  at  the  end  thereof 
the  words  "without  prejudice  to  any  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case,"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  as  follows: 

^^Beaolved,  That  Benjamin  Stark,  of  Oregon,  appointed  a  Senator  of  that  State  by  the 
governor  thereof,  is  entitled  to  take  the  constitutional  oath  of  office  without  prejudice  to 
any  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  26,  nays  19. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Carlile,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howe,  Johnson,  Kennedy,  Latham, 
McDougall,  Nesmith,  Pearce,  Powell,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck, 
Thomson,  Willey,  and  Wilson  of  Missouri. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foot, 
Grim^,  Hale,  Harlan,  Howard,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  Vice-President  administered  to  Mr.  Stark  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  and  betook 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  988-994  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

FBI  DAY,  February  28,  1862. 

Mr.  Stark  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  loyalty  of  Benjamin  Stark,  jk  Senator  from 
Oregon,  be  withdrawn  from  the  tiles  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Ju<Uciary,  with  instructions  to  investigate  the  charges  preferred  against  said  Stark  on 
all  evidence  which  has  been  or  may  be  presented,  and  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers." 
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The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  the  said  resolution;  and 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDougall  that  ths  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  32. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eling,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Carlile,  Hale,  McDougall,  Nesmith, 
Pearce,  Powell,  and  Saulsbury. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Collamer,  Cowan,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris, 
Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnson,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Latham,  Morrill,  Pom- 
eroy,  Rice,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  and 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Pending  further  debate  upon  the  resolution. 

The  Vice-President  announced  that  the  hour  of  1  o'clock  had  arrived,  and  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  call  up  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  that  hour,  which  was  the 
hill  (S.  LjI)  to  confiscate  the  property  and  free  the  slaves  of  rebels,  being  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  Senate  at  its  lastaidjoumment;  and  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  said  bill. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1011-1014  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.  ] 

Tuesday,  March  18,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Howe,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Stark  the  28th  of  February,  in  relation  to  an  investigation  into  certain 
charges  of  disloyalty  preferred  against  him;  and 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  3,  nays  35. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Howe,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Hale,  Saulsbury,  and  Wilkinson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Browning,  Clark,  Col- 
lamer, Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hen- 
derson, Howard,  Howe,  Kennedy,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham, 
Morrill,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

After  further  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  "the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary"  and  inserting  "a  select  committee  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers,'* it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  as  amended,  as  follows: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  loyalty  of  Benjamin  Stark,  a  Senator  firom 
Oregon,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consist  of  five  members,  with  instructions  to  investigate  the  charges  preferred  against 
said  Stark  on  all  evidence  which  has  been  or  may  be  presented,  and  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  37,  nays  3. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hale,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  ^^rmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Clark,  Collamer, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Harlan,  Harris,  Henderson, 
Howard,  Howe,  Kennedy,  King,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Latham,  Morrill, 
Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Powell,  Rice,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomson, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Hale,  and  Saulsbury. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Collamer, 

Ordered ^  That  the  select  committee  authorized  by  the  said  resolution  be  appointed  by 
the  Vice-President. 

The  Vice-President  appointed  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Willey,  and 
Mr.  Howe. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1261-1266  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1862. 

Mr.  Clark,  fh>m  the  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  truth  of  certain 
charges  against  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Stark,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Oregon,  submitted 
a  report  (No.  38),  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

S  E  0 15 
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REPOBT  OF  SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

[The  oommittee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Clark,  Howard,  Wright,  Willey,  and  Sherman.*] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
April  22, 1862.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clark  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  were  referred  *Hhe  papers  relating  to  the  loyalty  of 
Benjamin  Stark,  a  Senator  from  Oregon,''  report: 

By  the  resolution  under  which  the  committee  were  appointed  they  were  instructed 
*'  to  investigate  the  charges  preferred  against  said  Stark  on  all  the  evidence  which  has 
been  or  may  be  presented,  and  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.'' 

The  first  question  which  presented  itself  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  was, 
whether  they  would  proceed  to  take  further  testimony  than  that  alreEkdy  taken  and 
referred  to  them  by  the  resolution.  In  determining  this  question  the  committee  were 
influenced  by  the  facts  that  the  Senator  whose  loyalty  is  questioned  comes  from  the 
distant  State  of  Oregon;  that  the  witnesses  who  could  be  supposed  to  know  most  in 
regard  to  his  loysJty  resided  in  that  State,  and  that  their  testimony  could  not  be  had 
until  the  next  session  of  Congress;  that  the  Senator  was  appointed  by  the  governor  of 
Oregon  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  lamented  Baker,  and  that  his 
term  would  expire  upon  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  of  Oregon  in  September  next, 
and  before  the  testimony  could  be  received  and  used. 

The  committee  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  take 
further  testimony,  unless  the  Senator  from  Oregon,  Mr.  Stark,  might  desire  to  take  tes- 
timony to  rebut  that  already  before  the  committee. 

To  ascertain  Mr.  Stark's  desire  on  this  point,  they  caused  to  be  addressed  to  him  a 
letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

United  States  Senate, 
CommiUee  Boom  on  Claims,  March  20,  1862. 

Sib:  At  a  meeting  of  the  select  committee  authorized  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  18th  instant  *  to  investigate  the  charges  preferred  against  Mr.  Stark,  on  all  evi- 
dence which  has  been  or  may  be  presented,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers," 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

On.  motion  by  Mr.  Howard, 

^^Besolvedy  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stark  be  notified  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee, 
and  be  invited  to  attend  and  submit  to  the  committee  any  suggestions  or  matters  he 
may  be  pleased  to  present  in  relation  to  the  subject  with  which  the  oommittee  is 
charged." 

In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  resolution  you  are  respectftilly  notified  that  the  next 
meeting  of  the  oommittee  will  be  held  at  the  room  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Claims 
on  Mcnday  next,  the  24th  instant,  at  11  o'docdc  a.  m.,  which  you  are  invited  to  attend. 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

N.  C.  TOWLE, 
Clerk  Sdect  OmmUUe,  Ae. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Stabk, 

Senator  from  Oregon,  • 

The  committee  met  on  the  24th  of  March,  and  the  Senator  from  Oregon  attended  the 
meeting  in  compliance  with  the  invitation  or  the  oommittee,  and  desired  that  the  com- 
mittee should  examine  the  papers  before  them,  and  if  they  should  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  grounds  were  fhmished  for  the  charge  of  disloyalty  by  the  papers  and  testimony, 
that  the  committee  should  draw  up  specific  charges,  to  which  he  would  file  his  answer. 
This  the  committee  declined  to  do,  for  the  reason  that  they  did  not  wish  to  become  his 
prosecutors,  and  were  charged  by  the  Senate  with  investigation  and  not  accusation. 

Mr.  Stark  was  informed  that  the  committee  did  not  propose  to  take  any  further  testi- 
mony unless  he  desired  it,  but  would  investigate  the  chaiges  as  presented  by  the  papers 
then  before  them.  To  which  the  committee  understood  Mr.  Stark  to  reply  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  take  any  further  testimony  as  the  matter  stood.  It  was  then  suggested  by 
^e  committee  to  the  Seuator  from  Oregon  that  he  should  sumbit  to  the  committee  his 
answer  in  writing  to  the  allegations  and  evidence  then  before  the  oommittee,  with  anj* 
farther  evidence  he  might  wish  to  present,  and  that  the  oommittee  would  adjourn  Uj 
bSotA  him  the  necessary  time  for  that  purpose. 

With  this  proposal  &e  Senator  expressed  his  oompliance  and  satisAKition,  and  the 
oommittee  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  his  convenience. 

*  Mr.  Shennan  was  appohited  in  place  of  Mr.Howe,  exooMd 
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At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  14th  April  the  following  statement 
was  presented  from  Mr.  Stark  and  considered: 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  10,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  note  from  your  committee, 
inviting  me  to  make  any  suggestions  I  may  think  proper  upon  the  statements  and  ex 
parte  affidavits  in  relation  to  my  loyalty,  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  under 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the ultimo. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  courtesy  of  the  committee  thus  extended  to  me,  I  regret  that 
unavoidable  absence  from  the  city  and  the  pressure  of  other  engagements  have  prevented 
me  from  making  an  earlier  response. 

I  presume  that  in  extending  to  me  this  invitation  before  entering  upon  the  investiga- 
tion necessary  to  a  discharge  of  the  delicate  duty  devolved  upon  them  by  the  Senate  the 
committee  designed  simply  to  afford  me  an  opportunity,  if  I  should  deem  it  proper  to  do 
so,  to  present  my  personal  views  of  the  matter  now  pending  before  them. 

Under  the  resolution  of  reference,  the  committee  are  clothed  with  the  fullest  powers 
for  the  purpose  of  confirming  or  dissipating  any  doubts  which  may  have  been  engen- 
dered by  these  statements  and  affidavits  as  to  my  loyalty.  In  offering  that  resolution  I 
have  shown,  I  think  conclusively,  that  there  was  no  disposition  on  my  part  to  shun  the 
most  searching  investigation.  If  the  committee  propose  to  confine  their  investigation 
exclusively  to  those  statements  and  ex  parte  affidavits  now  before  them,  in  connection 
with  what  I  may  submit  for  their  consideration,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  for  me  to 
express  my  opinions  in  regard  to  them,  and  I  shall  do  so  in  the  same  spirit  by  which  the 
committee  appear  to  have  been  actuated  in  making  the  request. 

As  it  could  not  be  fairly  supposed  that  I  would  permit  myself  to  occupy  the  attitude 
of  self-prosecutor,  or  that  I  would  assume  the  task  of  defending  myself  when  no  charge 
on  |)nmrt /acie  evidence  had  been  preferred  against  me,  I  trust  that  I  may  do  so  without 
derogating  from  the  true  position  which  my  honor  and  self-Bespect  demand  that  I  should 
occupy. 

With  all  due  deference,  therefore,  1  submit  that  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Oregon  I  am  entitled  to,  and  I  claim,  every  presumption  of  honor,  integrity, 
loyalty,  and  patriotism  that  can  be  claimed  by  any  other  Senator  until  such  presump- 
tion is  overborne  by  competent  testimony.  It  certainly  would  be  very  extraordinary  to 
put  an  honorable  Senator  upon  trial  for  expulsion  without  charges  and  specifications  made 
with  reasonable  (if  not  technical)  precision,  and  supported  by  testimony  subjected  to  all 
the  tests  which  human  wisdom  and  human  experience  have  found  to  be  essential  for  the 
ascertainment  of  truth.  Should  such  a  case  ever  arise  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
it  would  not  be  permitted  long  to  interrupt  the  order  or  disturb  the  decorum  of  the  Amer- 
ican Senate.  Unless  the  proceedings  of  your  committee  are  to  be  regarded  as  a  prelim- 
inary inquiry  whether  or  not  charges  for  expulsion  ought  to  be  pre€3rred  against  me,  in 
what  essential  particular  does  this  case  differ  from  the  one  suggested? 

The  papers  referred  to  you  I  have  again  examined  with  that  earnest  attention  which  a 
deep  personal  interest  in  the  result  of  an  inquiry  must  ever  stimulate,  and  with  the  light 
reflected  upon  them  l)y  the  communication  whidi  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  under  date  of  January  17th  ultimo,  I  am  unable  to  discover  any- 
thing upon  which  a  sufficient  charge  for  expulsion  can  be  predicated,  or  anything  in  the 
nature  of  evidence  which  an  impartial  tribunal  could  receive  as  sufficient  to  justify  expul- 
sion from  the  Senate.  Accepting  all  the  statements  contained  in  the  letters,  affidavits, 
&c.,  to  be  true,  and  there  is  merely  attributed  to  me  opinions  which  in  the  field  of  poli- 
tics might  be  regarded  as  heresies,  and  expressions  charged  upon  me  which  might  be 
characterized  as  idle,  mischievous,  and  unwise.  This  suggestion,  I  need  not  remind  the 
committee,  is  not  made  as  palliative  upon  an  admission  by  me  of  the  truth  of  any  part 
of  these  statements,  but  purely  as  argumentative  and  as  properly  within  the  scope  of  my 
purpose  in  addressing  to  them  this  communication.  Guided  by  this  purpose  I  have  in 
these  reflections  excluded  any  denial  or  admission  of  anything  contained  in  the  papers 
before  the  committee,  my  chief  design  being  accomplished  if  I  shall  have  succeeded  in 
showing  the  utter  impossibility  of  making,  or  even  entering  upon,  a  defense  of  any  spe- 
cific charge  or  of  proffering  to  rebut  evidence  when  none  is  presented. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  brief  statement  without  asserting,  as  in  substance  I  did  in  my 
communication  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  that  the  declarations  of  my  assailants  are 
utterly  false  in  many  particulars  which  might  be  deemed  important,  especially  the  state- 
ments of  Hull  and  Law;  that  the  expressions  attributed  to  me  in  others  of  the  affidavits 
have  been  wickedly  and  maliciously  perverted,  and  that  in  every  respect  their  declara- 
tions are  uiyust  to  my  real  sentiments  and  at  variance  with  the  whole  tenor  of  my  life. 

Should  the  committee,  however,  deem  that  the  public  safety  and  welfare  require  a 
formal  inquest  upon  my  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  and  Oovemment  of  my 
ootrntry,  I  submit  with  profound  respect  that  justice  demands  that  the  general  allega- 
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tioDs  of  my  assailants  should  be  digested  and  presented  in  the  form  of  charges  and  speci- 
fiations  so  that;  I  may  have  the  ordinary  and  common  rights  accorded  to  the  humblest 
citizen  when  arraigned  for  trial  for  the  most  trivial  offense. 
I  remain,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  STARK. 
Hon.  D.  Clabk,  Chairman. 

After  considering  this  statement,  desirons  to  know  if  the  Senator  had  any  further 
commanication  for  the  committee  or  wished  to  lay  before  them  any  farther  testimony, 
the  committee  caused  a  note  to  be  addressed  to  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

United  States  Sexate, 
Committee  Room  on  Claims,  April  14,  1862. 

Sie:  At  a  meeting  of  the  select  committee,  of  which  Hon.  Mr.  Clark  is  chairman,  held 
at  their  room  this  day,  your  commanication  of  the  10th  instant  addressed  to  the  com- . 
mittee  through  its  chairman  was  read  and  considered,  after  which  it  was  ordered  that  a 
commanication  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Stark  requesting  him  to  inform  the  committee  at 
his  earliest  convenience  whether  he  desires  to  submit  any  further  testimony  or  to  make 
any  further  statement  to  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  matters  under  investigation. 

The  committee  adjourned  to  Wednesday  nextat  11  a.  m.,  by  which  time,  if  convenient 
to  Mr.  Stark,  an  answer  is  desired. 

By  direction  of  the  committee. 

N.  C.  TOWLE,  Clerk, 

Hon.  Benjamin  Stark, 

Senator  from  Oregon, 

The  committee  met  agalh  on  the  16th  of  April,  when  the  following  note  was  received 
from  the  Senator  from  Oregon: 

Senate  Chambeb,  AprU  15,  1862. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  the  note  of  your  committee,  dated  yesterday,  I  have  to  state  that  in 
the  absence  of  information  from  them  as  to  the  course  which  they  deem  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  pursue  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  already  communicated  to  them,  nor 
do  I  propose  in  the  present  situation  of  the  subject  before  them  to  present  any  testi- 
mony. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  STARK. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  allegations  and  charges  contained  in  the 
papers  which  had  been  submitted  to  them  by  the  Senate,  in  connection  with  his  answer 
and  statement,  and  upon  mature  deliberation  do  find  the  following  conclusions  from 
the  facts  proved,  viz: 

Ist.  That  for  many  months  prior  to  the  21st  November,  1861,  and  up  to  that  time,  the 
said  Stark  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  rebellious  States. 

2d.  That  after  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  he  openly 
declared  his  admiration  for  it,  and  advocated  the  absorption  of  the  loyal  States  of  the 
Union  into  the  Southern  Confederacy  under  that  constitution  as  the  only  means  of 
peace,  warmly  avowing  his  sympathies  with  the  South. 

3d.  That  the  Senator  from  Oregon  is  disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

In  coming  to  the  foregoing  conclusion,  the  committee  cheerfully  agree  to  the  statement 
of  the  Senator  in  his  answer,  that,  *'  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Oregon,  I  am  entitled  to,  and  I  claim,  every  presumption  of  honor,  integrity,  loyalty, 
and  patriotism  that  can  be  claimed  by  any  other  Senator,  until  such  presumption  is 
overborne  by  competent  testimony; '^  and  they  cheerfully  accord  to  him  all  the  force 
and  benefit  of  such  a  presumption;  at  the  same  time  they  are  forced,  with  pain  and 
reluctance,  to  find  such  presumption  overborne  by  the  array  qf  witnesses  which  testify 
in  regard  to  his  conduct  and  declarations.  Thirteen  witnesses,  who  are  not  only  unim> 
peachable,  but  are  among  the  most  respectable  people  of  the  city  of  Portland,  where 
Mr.  Stark  resides,  testify  to  the  truth  of  the  first  of  the  foregoing  propositions.  They 
are  William  H.  Hector,  William  C.  Johnson,  C.  B.  Conelon,  A.  B.  Clough,  Levi  Ander- 
son, Colbum  Barrell,  Henry  Failing,  John  S.  White,  W.  H.  Bamhart,  S.  P.  Reed,  H. 
W.  Corbet,  Simeon  Francis,  and  Samuel  E.  Barr.  They  say  '*  Mr.  Stark,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent here,  and  personally  known  to  us  all,  has  been,  for  the  past  twelve  months^  an  ardent 
advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  rebellious  States.*^  It  may  be  objected  that  these  witnesses  do 
not  make  this  statement  under  oath,  and  sudi  is  the  fact;  but  they  nevertheless,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  are  entitled  to  beliefl     Their  character  for  respectability. 
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aud  the  positions  of  some  of  them,  entitle  them  to  it.  They  gave  their  testimony 
mouths  ago,  on  the  21st  November,  1861.  It  seems  to  be  fair  and  unprejudiced.  They 
declare  that  a  sense  of  duty  induces  them  to  make  their  statement.  It  has  been  a  long 
time  before  the  Senate;  and,  although  in  his  communication  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  dated  the  17th  January,  1862,  the  Senator  from  Oregon  declared  **that  in  a 
forum,  competent  to  try  and  determine  the  issue,  he  should  be  able  to  prove  the  allega- 
tions against  his  loyalty  to  be  utterly  unfounded;  and  that,  in  many  important  par- 
ticulars, the  declarations  of  his  assailants  were  false,"  yet  when  an  opportunity  has 
been  given  to  the  Senator,  upon  his  own  motion,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  to 
disprove  these  allegations  before  a  committee  legally,  if  not  otherwise,  competent,  the 
Senator  does  not  desire  these  witnesses  to  be  put  under  oath,  nor  to  be  re-examined, 
nor  cross-examined ;  nor  does  he  offer  any  rebutting  testimony,  or  express  a  wish  that 
any  should  be  taken;  nor  does  he,  in  his  statement,  filed  before  the  committee,  so  far  as 
the  committee  remember,  attempt  to  deny  or  impeach  it — for  while  he  says  that  the 
statements  of  Hull  and  Law  are  especially  false,  he  makes  no  such  allegation  against 
these  thirteen  witnesses,  or  any  one  of  them.  He  objects  to  no  one  of  these  witnesses 
because  his  statement  was  not  made  under  oath. 

These  witnesses,  however,  do  not  stand  alone,  nor  does  the  finding  of  the  committee 
on  this  proposition  rest  solely  upon  testimony  given  without  the  sanctity  of  an  oath. 

Wesley  C.  Hull,  upon  oath,  on  the  18th  November,  1861,  says  that,  in  the  month  of 
February  previous,  he  heard  Mr.  Stark  make  use  of  the  following  language:  '*  If  there  is 
to  be  any  war  between  the  North  and  the  South,  all  my  property  is  for  sale  at  fifty  cents 
on  the  dollar,  and  Iwili  go  and  help  the  South  JigJU.  The  I*almetto  flag  is  my  flag;  the 
Southern  Confederacy  is  the  only  legal  government  in  existence;  that  the  United  States 
Government  is  broken  up;  that  Jefl*.  Davis  is  fighting  in  a  good  cause,  and  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  defejit  him;"  that  afterwards  upon  another  occasion  he  heard  the  said  Sj^rk 
use  the  following  language:  "The  United  States  forces  may  fight  the  South  from  one 
end  of  their  government  to  the  other,  but  it  will  amount  to  nothing;  they  will  close  up 
behind  them,  and  they  cannot  be  conquered.  The  South  is  fighting  in  a  good  cause,  lor 
government  and  order,  and  they  cannot  be  conquered." 

Henry  Law,  also  on  oath,  says  that  he  is  acquainted  with  Mr.  Stark;  that  as  early  as 
De(!ember,  1860,  he  heard  Mr.  Stark  say  "  that  he  did  not  go  one  cent  on  the  Stars  and 
Stripes;  that  the  Palmetto  flag  was  his  flag,  and  if  there  was  any  issue  between  the 
North  and  South,  he  would  sell  all  his  property  and  go  South." 

A.  M.  Starr,  also  under  oath,  on  the  20th  November,  1861,  declared  that  within  the 
then  last  two  weeks  past  he  hatl  heard  Mr.  Stark  say  that  there  was  no  United  States 
Government;  and  also  he  heard  Mr.  Stark  say,  when  the  President  flrst  called  for  vol- 
unteers, "that  the  United  States  Government  could  not  support  an  army  of  30, 000  in  the 
field  for  six  months;  that  the  people  of  the  loyal  StsLtes  would  not  back  up  the  Administra- 
tion in  trying  to  put  down  this  rebeilion.^^ 

Thirty  other  witnesses,  likewise  under  oath,  say,  on  the  15th  November,  1861,  "that 
Mr.  Stark  is  \oell  known  and  generally  reputed  to  be  an  open  and  avowed  friend  to  the 
Southern  Confederacy  as  against  the  Union.'' ^ 

Samuel  E.  I3arr,  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  last-named  thirty  witnesses  made 
oath,  says  he  is  acquainted  with  each  and  every  one  of  them,  and  that  they  are  all  men 
of  truth  and  veracity,  and  further,  that  he  subscribes  to  the  facts  which  they  stated. 

Here  are  forty-six  witnesses,  all  testifying,  materially  and  directly,  to  the  same  sub- 
stantive fact,  to  wit,  that  Mr.  Stark  has  been  the  advocate  of  the  Southern  Confederacy; 
uncontradicted  and  unimpeached,  except  so  far  as  the  statement  of  Mr.  Stark  may  go  to 
that  purpose;  and  the  committee  are  unable  to  see  how  a  larjcer  number  of  witnesses 
could  establish  the  truth  of  the  proposition  more  firmly.  They  do  not  forget,  however, 
that  Mr.  Stark  says  that  the  testimony  of  two  of  those  witnesses,  especially  Hull  and 
Law,  is  false,  and  he  is  entitled  to  any  deduction  that  maybe  made  from  their  credibil- 
ity on  that  account,  and  to  the  fact  that  one  of  them  is  evidently  mistaken  in  fixing  the 
time  of  a  particular  conversation.  They  stand,  however,  with  the  other  witnesses  testi- 
fying to  similar  facts,  and  are  uncontradicted  by  any  oYher  person ;  and  the  committee 
can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  the  facts  thus  stated  by  these  witi;iesses  are 
Bulistantially  and  fully  proved,  even  if  the  testimony  of  these  two  witnesses  should  be 
excluded. 

Tl!e  second  finding  of  the  committee  is  proved  partly  by  the  declaration  of  most  of 
these  same  witnesses,  and  partly  by  the  distinct  and  unqualified  declaration  of  the  Sen- 
ator himself  to  the  committee.  The  same  thirteen  witnesses  above  named,  in  their  let- 
ter of  the  2l8t  November,  1861,  say:  "  He  (the  Senator  from  Oregon)  has  openly  avowed 
his  sympathies  ibr  the  South,  declaring  the  Government  disrupted,  and  openly  express- 
ing his  admiration  lor  the  constitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  advocating  the 
abfiorption  of  the  loyal  States  of  the  Union  into  the  Southern  Confederacy  under  that 
constitution  as  the  only  means  of  lestonng  pea<"e. " 

This,  those  witnesses  say,  he  hiis  done  ope)iJg.     The  witnesses  live  in  the  same  city 
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with  him.  ati<t  th<'n*  ran  \te  no  question  thut  they  hail  th<*  niiNins  of  knowing  the  con- 
(liirt.  opiiiioiit,  and  (let'hirationM  of  Mr.  Stjirk  on  theste  niattiTM. 

Mr.  Hull  tc^titii***,  on  the  Htli  Novembt^r,  IHHI.  that  Minie  time  al>er  the  month  of 
I'Vhruarv.  iHil.  thr  pnrise  time  he  doew  not  mention,  he  heiinl  Mr.  Stark  ^ay:  "The 
Tnited  Slates  lon-**^  ujay  lij;ht  the  South  Imm  onr  end  of  their  government  to  the  other, 
hut  it  will  amount  to  nothing:  they  will  eh»se  up  )K.'hin(i  them,  and  thrv  cannot  Im* 
eon<|U(*rt^i.  Tlx*  S>ut)i  i'«  fighting  in  a  //«mk/  eaiise,  for  government  an<t  onier.  and  they 
nuinot  U'  itrnquen-ti." 

Henr\  Law,  on  the  'ioth  Noveml)er,  lH(»l,  Hay>  hr  ha^  heard  t  lie  Ha  id  Stark  .siiy  that 
hi  tnt!*  a  .1M7  .«*-i;»»Mi'«/,  omi  all  /im  »i/mjMfhifit  tr*'rf  for  thf  Situth. 

John  M.  Hreik,  on  the  'Jlnt  of  NovemlH*r,  1H(>1,  dejMW4's  that  he  and  Mr.  St:irk  live  in 
the  sime  phuv.  and  that  he  Ls  personally  ac(|uaint4Hl  with  him;  that  just  allter  the  news 
of  the  leverM's  of  the  national  armies  at  Hull  Run.  the  affiant  Inking  at  the  time  stand- 
ing at  the  rnt ranee  of  the  lUink  Kxehange  in  the  eity  of  Portland,  did  thm  and  there 
di^tinetly  hear  an<l  M-e  the  .said  lU-nJamin  Stark  drink  a  t<Kist  in  e«)m|Kiny  with  n  irtll- 
Lnoirn  !*tttti.Mioui.Ht,  to  the  following  elUvt.  >i/:  **  Heaureg;*nl,"  or  **  lU'au-K'eganl;'*  that 
heeuntiot  eertainlv  s.iv  that  the  Ktid  Stark  alluded  to  the  notorious  uIm'I  ot  that  name, 
hut  such  w:».»*  hi.^  understanding,  never  having  pn'viously  heard  s;iid  Stark  ii«>e  thf  lattiT 
phnis*-. 

It  is  due  t4i  the  S<Miator  from  <)n*gon  to  .state  that  on  referring  to  this  testimony  iM'lore 
the  eommitt4»<'  he  d(H*lan'<l  that  it  w:irt  not  true.  Jfe  did  not,  however,  s:iy  that  the 
witnf?i»  was  not  a  truthful  man,  and  worthy  of  Indief  under  o:itli.  hut  that  he  wa.s  mi>«- 
tuken.  or  misunderstiMMl  what  was  said.  That  he  might  have  drank  the  tuist  with  M>ino 
one,  and  have  said,  **  My  reganls  to  you,  sir,"  and  that  expn-.-sion  iM't-n  tak«n  lor  what 
the  uitnt*ss  testifi(*s.      Itut  the  eommitt<'e  d«'<'m  it   pn>|NT  to  remaik.  in  pi^tiee  to  th«' 

v%itnehsand  tii  truth,  that  the  witness  s;kVH  "  he  did  th«*n  and  there  dii^timtltf  ht*ii  oml 

ft  '  ' 

le  s;iid  Stark,  in  <-om|i:iny  with  a  well-known  set't'ssionist,  drink  thr  toa^t."  tVi-. 

And  lifrt>  Is  pn-M'iited  a  toui-hstoiie  for  a.s«*ertaining  iht>  truth  oi  the  uitntrs^'.-.  •.tatenieiit. 

The  uitiK-ss  siys  he  drank  this  toa>»t  with  a  w«'II-known  see<-?«sioniHt--.iiid  with  *'Ueh  a 

|MTs4»n.  thr  eoiniiiittee  suhmit.  he  would  In*  likely  to  drink  it  if  h<*  dniiik  it  .it  all     and 

this  |N'rs.»n  would  kn<»w  whether  or  not   Mr.  lin-fk  is  i-ornit   in  his  -tattiiicnt.     Mr. 

Staik  had  it  in  his  iM>wer,and  at  his  option,  without  ex|>enM*  t<i  him,  to  haxf  Niiinti)on«><1 

r>r«*<-k  U'lore  the  eonimitt<^.  and  in<|UiitKl  of  him  who  tli(>  |M*rs<in  w;is  with  whom  In-. 

Mr.  Stark,  drank   the  toast,      lie  then  itmhl  have  Humnion«*<l  that  iM-rson  iN-fon*  the 

etHiimittee  and  ii.s4'4*rtainetl  the  truth  tir  falsitv  of  Mr.  Hreek's  statement.      Vet  thi*«  In* 

entirely  taihil  or  negleet«'<l  to  do,  not  Invaus**  he  whm  nnawan*  of  the  im|M>rt«ine«*  oi  the 

testimony,  for  his  attention  wiim  attRU'ted  to  it,  and  he  luul  Utken  iMiins  himM*If  t4>  deny 

it.      This  tciHtinumv,  therefore,  is  entitled  to  enfiihilitv.  for  the  .S4*nator  had  the  tut-ans 

PUmimI  at  his  |M)wer  of  overthrowing  it  if  ineorn*et,  and  failed  t4)  tlo  mt      If.  tlh-n.  this 

•«tat4-ment  of  .Mr.  Hre<-k*s  U*  true.  h4»w  4imipletely  nn4l  to  what  extent  <h*es  it  sh4»w  the 

s\miKithief«  of  the  Si^nattir  wen' with  the  reliels !     How  full  4tf  <lislovuli  v  must   h.iV4* 

U-tii  the  h«*:irt  f»f  the  Seiuit4)r  t4)  the  I'nion  eaiiM*,  thUH,  iu  nmipany  with  a  well-kn4>wn 

M-4-«*«si4mist.  exultantly  to  drink  a  tooht  to  the  man  who  luul  plant4tl  the  ImtteneM 

ugain<«t  and  hrea4'li4*<l  the  fort iti4-:it ions «»f  his  own  (toveruinfrnt — and  stieh  a  (f<»%ernment ! 

an<l  who  Ie<l  a  hoF«t  whieh  slauglitenHl  his  AdlowMitiM^ns.  mutilated  their  ti«*a4l  NMlien. 

aii4l  stnu'k  with  trait4»nms  swonls  at  the  heart  of  the  eimntry? 

Thirty-4me  4tth4*r  witnf*snen,  wliose  namen  the  ectminittcv  have,  say  that  Mr.  Stuik  is 
well  kiiitwn  and  repute<l  to  \w  an  o|ien  and  a\'owc«i  friend  of  the  Southern  (VinltHleiwy 
liM  agiiiust  the  Tnion. 

I'etiT  Smith.  <»n  the  *2lst  of  N4»veml)er.  \**^\,  deiwim-j*  that  Mr.  Stark  maintained  Ik*- 
Ion'  him  timt  any  Stat4*  ha«t  a  right  t«»  neet^le  front  the  rmX  of  the  I'nion,  •  *  * 
and  th4'n*  was  no  (iinstitutional  right  to  tnirnT  them  into  suhmi^ion. 

(Ml  the  *,*1Mh  4>f  January.  \**iVi,  Joseph  fjtne  appeanfl  hefon*  Xhv  Ju4li4iary  Conimitt4*e 
4if  the  S4>iuite  anil  tmtified  that  in  a  convfmattou  with  Hish(»pS(x>tt  he  ht-ani  Mr.  Stark 
say  that  his  sym|iatbics  wen*  with  the  South,  and  that  they  were  right,  lie  4loes  out 
Miidertake  t4i  give  th«*  pre(*ise  wonts  of  the  (vnverHati4>n.  whi4h  (M'4*um-<l  in  June.  1^1. 
This  w.in«<9«»  Mr.  .*^tark  had  the  opportunity  of  enisn-exaniining.  and  here  again  he  had 
the  (»pp4>rtunity.  if  .Mr.  Ijine  ha<i  lM*«*n  mistaken,  to  luive (^irnt'te^l  hini.  He  might  have 
(alleil  Ui.sh4ip  S(^>tt  U*fo'e  the  eommittfii*  an4l  in4|uirrd  if  he  hail  any  such  4'<m\er^atioii 
with  .Mr.  Stark  or  heani  him  make  any  sueh  tleeiarati4»n*».  hut  he  n4'gle«*te<t  entirely  the 
opiMirt unity  of  as«<rrtaining  the  truth  or  of  «^>ntradi4'ting  the  testimony  against  him. 

The  i^immittcM*.  Inm-ever.  tlid  not  n*ly  entirely  upon  the  t««tim«in>  of  witm*fMT»  for 
this  tinding.  Mr.  Stark  in  the  pn*<ient-e  of  the  eommittee.  at  onr  of  their  meet inpK 
diNtin4-tly  aUniitted  and  naid  that  now  he  would  he  willing  that  the  loyal  State*  sh4»uld 
lie  alis4»rbed  under  the  lYmfetlerated  const itnt ion  for  the  sake  of  peace. 

The  «^nimittee  were  etinally  pained  and  sarprisetl  at  sneh  uu  expreNiion.  but  i^nld 
not  fail  to  pen^eive  how  pungent  a  fonv  it  gave  to  much  of  the  tentimooj  againnt  him; 
Dor  could  tbej  fiul  to  come  to  Um  cooclnaioD,  however  diiMgruwbie. 
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Thirdly.  That  the  Senator  from  Oregon  is  disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

If  the  first  two  findings  of  the  committee  be  correct  and  the  testimony  of  the  wit- 
nesses be  received  and  credited,  this  third  finding  results  almost  as  a  matter  of  necessity. 
The  Southern  Confederacy  is  the  work  of  rebellion;  those  who  formed  it  are  in  arms 
against  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States.  Its  constitution  is  the  product  of  trea- 
son. It  is  antagonistic,  inconsistent,  and  hostile  to  the  Grovernment  of  the  Union.  If 
rebellion  be  successful  and  the  Southern  Confederacy  be  established,  the  Grovemment 
of  the  United  States  must  be  overthrown  and  destroyed  in  nearly  one-half  its  legitimate 
jurisdiction.  Those,  therefore,  who  advocate  and  support  the  course  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy  must  be  deemed  opposed  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  dis- 
loyal thereto.  The  truly  loyal  citizen  cannot  desire  and  will  not  permit  a  rebellion  in 
any  of  the  States  to  succeed.  Success  to  the  one  is  the  disruption,  overthrow,  and  de- 
feat of  the  other;  especially  when  the  two  sections  are  in  arms  will  the  true  citizen  give 
all  his  sympathies,  his  efforts,  and  his  prayers  to  the  maintenance  of  a  Grovemment 
which  has  diffused  its  blessings  so  bounteously  and  so  widely  as  our  own.  There  may 
be  some  excuse  or  palliation  for  those  who,  living  in  rebellious  States,  are  swept  away 
or  absorbed  by  the  terrible  events  there  occurring;  but  there  certainly  can  be  none  for 
one  who,  like  the  Senator  from  Oregon,  remote  from  the  scene  of  strife,  voluntarily, 
among  a  people  disposed  to  be  loyal,  thus  sympathizes  with  and  advocates  the  cause  of 
rebellion. 

By  disloyalty  the  committee  mean  the  want  of  fidelity  to  his  allegiance  to  the  coun- 
try, and  a  disregard  of  the  duty  he  owes  her  in  this  her  hour  of  need  and  peril. 

Now,  if  it  be  loyal  to  advocate  the  cause  of  the  seceded  States,  then  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  may  be  loyal.  If  it  be  loyal  to  sympathize  with  the  rebels,  to  declare  that 
they  are  right,  and  cannot  be  coerced;  to  desire  for  them  peace,  that  they  may  perfect 
and  carry  out  their  schemes,  then  may  the  Senator  from  Oregon  be  loyal.  If  it  be  loyal 
not  only  to  express  an  admiration  for  the  constitution  which  the  rebels  have  adopted  to 
combine  their  strength,  and  make  it  effectual  for  the  permanent  disruption  of  the 
American  Union  and  the  permanent  establishment  of  their  own  confederacy,  but  also 
to  desire  the  absorption  of  the  other  States  under  it,  thus,  so  to  speak,  nationalizing 
treason  and  making  the  Grovemment  succumb  to  treason,  rather  than  treason  to  the 
Govemment,  then  may  the  Senator  from  Oregon  be  loyal.  If  it  be  loyal,  when  the 
President  called  for  volunteers  to  save  the  capital  from  seizure  and  suppress  rebellion, 
discouragingly  to  assert  that  the  United  States  could  not  support  an  army  of  thirty 
thousand  men,  nor  would  the  people  sustain  the  Administration  in  trying  to  put  down 
the  rebellion;  if  it  be  loyal,  when  the  fortifications  of  the  country  are  battered  down 
by  the  cannon  of  domestic  foes,  and  our  soldiers  are  defeated,  put  to  rout  and  slain,  and 
their  dead  bodies  mutilated  and  buried,  ''to  drink  the  health"  of  the  traitor  who  led 
the  host  that  perpetrated  these  enormities,  then  may  the  Senator  i'rom  Oregon  be  loyal. 

But  if,  as  the  committee  think,  such  conduct  and  declarations,  at  the  time  when  the 
Govemment  was  accepting  war  as  a  dire  necessity,  and  struggling  for  its  very  existence, 
could  only  proceed  from  a  heart  sadly  and  wickedly  inclined  to  sympathize  with  trea- 
son, and  show  itself  false  to  every  duty  and  deaf  to  every  call  of  patriotism,  then  is  the 
finding  of  the  committee  fully  warranted  by  the  evidence. 

"No  man  can  serve  two  masters."  Sympathy  with  rebellion  must -shut  out  patriot- 
ism from  the  heart.  It  can  only  exist  where  the  other  is  not.  No  man  can  be  true  to 
his  country  who  would  do  or  say  anght  to  aid  a  conspiracy  so  wicked,  so  malignant,  so 
remorseless,  and  so  traitorous  as  the  present  rebellion. 

The  Senator  from  Oregon  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  aim  and  design  of  the  seceding 
States.  They  confederated  together  to  break  up  the  Federal  Govemment.  They 
openly  proclaimed  their  determination;  and  if  the  Senator  aided  them  by  word  or  deed, 
he  did  it  with  a  full  knowledge  that  it  was  a  blow  at  his  country's  existence. 

The  committee  do  not  forget  that  it  is  asserted  by  the  Senator  that  many  of  the 
papers  referred  to  the  committee  are  from  his  bitterest  political  enemies;  and  did  the 
findings  of  the  committee  rest  upon  such  x>apers  alone,  much  consideration  should  be 
given  this  statement. 

But,  turning  from  these  papers  of  his  political  enemies  to  the  Senator's  own  letter  to 
the  Democratic  mass  convention  held  in  Linn  Connty,  Oregon,  June  5,  1861,  the  com- 
mittee find  sad  evidence  of  the  same  spirit  animating  the  contents  and  dictating  the 
expressions.  '* Civil  war  cannot  avert  disunion;"  "Subjugation  cannot  prolong  the 
Union ;  '*  "To  subjugate  the  South,  were  that  even  possible,  would  be  the  establishment 
of  a  military  despotism,"  are  expressions  found  in  this  letter,  and  so  marvelously  like 
many  of  those  attributed  by  the  witnesses  to  the  Senator  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
believing  that  they  all  belong  to  the  same  family  and  have  a  common  parent.  And  they 
all  are  calculated  to  entourage  the  rebellion^  and  discourage  the  efforts  to  suppress  it.  Who- 
ever may  read  this  letter,  mutilated  as  it  is,  keeping  in  mind  that  it  was  written  about 
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the  time  he  is  said  to  have  nttered  the  expressions  attributed  to  him  by  the  witnesses, 
will  the  more  readily  believe  that  the  statement  of  the  witnesses  closely  accords  with  the 
evidence  furnished  by  the  Senator  himself. 

Indeed,  this  letter  of  June,  1861,  and  the  statement  of  the  Senator  to  the  committee 
have  added  much  to  the  weight  of  the  other  proof.  The  first  tallies  in  sentiment  and 
spirit  with  the  witnesses;  the  other,  though  made  when  the  Senator  was  under  an  accu- 
sation of  disloyalty  in  papers  referred  to  the  committee  upon  his  own  motion,  and 
though  the  committee  by  inviting  that  statement  intended  to  give  the  Senator  an 
opportunity  to  express  his  sympathy  with  his  suffering  country  and  menaced  Govern- 
ment, and  to  remove  so  far  as  he  could  in  that  way  any  impeachment  of  his  loyalty,  is 
as  barren  of  all  such  expressions  as  a  bill  of  indictment.  There  is  not  in  it  a  paragraph, 
nor  a  sentence,  nor  a  line  such  as  must  spontaneously  have  burst  out  from  a  loyal  heart 
under  such  an  accusation.  True,  he  speaks  of  being  entitled  to  the  presumptions  of  loy- 
alty, but  there  is  no  manly  declaration  of  any  determination  to  stand  by  the  country  in 
weal  or  woe  or  to  give  life  or  fortune  or  any  assistance  whatever  to  her  requirements. 
In  Oregon  he  was  frequent  and  open  in  his  expressions  of  sympathy  for  the  rebels.  He 
was,  say  the  witnesses,  the  advocate  of  their  cause.  But  here  he  is  as  silent  as  the  grave. 
Though  accused  of  disloyalty,  though  the  country  "bleeds  at  every  pore,"  though 
she  imploringly  raises  her  hands  to  him  in  his  high  place  for  aid  and  succor — he  has  never 
a  word  in  his  statement,  nor  an  expression,  sentence,  or  line  from  which  a  drop  of  sym- 
pathy can  be  wrung,  unless  it  be  in  his  assertion  that  ' '  in  every  respect  their  declarations 
are  unjust  to  my  rSil  sentiments  and  at  variance  with  the  whole  tenor  of  my  life." 

What  those  sentiments  are  he  does  not  tell  us,  nor  hsve  the  committtee  any  means  of 
knowing  by  any  evidence  before  them.  If  he  had  declared  them  to  the  committee, 
asserting  his  loyalty  to  the  Government,  the  committee  would  have  given  him  the  lull 
benefit  of  them;  and  perhaps  they  might  have  gone  fiar  to  have  removed  the  unfavorable 
conclusions  to  which  the  committee  have  come.  But  in  the  absence  of  any  such  decla- 
rations the  committee  could  only  pass  on  the  evidence  that  was  before  them,  giving 
him  the  full  benefit  of  every  presumption  that  can  arise  in  his  favor,  and  of  every  de- 
duction that  should  be  made  for  a  conflict  of  testimony. 

"He  that  is  not  for  us  is  against  us"  are  the  words  of  inspiration,  and  never  more 
applicable  than  on  occasions  like  the  present.  It  is  quite  true  the  Senator  was  under 
no  obligation  to  use  any  such  expressions  in  his  statement,  but  the  .committee  cannot 
but  believe  that  had  the  feelings  existed  which  would  have  prompted  them  they  could 
not  have  been  confined  in  a  patriotic  heart — they  would  have  found  expression. 

Upon  taking  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  the  Senator  took  the  oath  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  and  it  may  be  objected  he  would  not  have  done  so  if  not 
loyal  to  the  Grovemment.  What  were  the  reservations,  what  the  limitations  or  inter- 
pretations, with  which  the  Senator  took  that  oath  the  committee  do  not  inquire;  for 
the  Senator  does  not  assert  that  his  feelings  and  views  have  changed  since  the  witnesses 
testified.  He  does  not  pretend  that  he  is  more  loyal  now  than  when  he  declared  his 
sympathies  were  with  the  South,  that  £hey  were  right  and  could  not  be  coerced.  And 
the  committee  remember  and  know  that  in  their  preseuQ^,  since  the  taking  of  that  oath, 
and  since  the  institution  of  this  inquiry,  the  Senator  boldly  and  without  condition  de- 
clared he  would  be  willing  the  loyal  States  should  be  absorbed  under  the  constitution 
of  the  Confederacy  for  the  sake  of  peace — that  is,  that  the  Constitution  of  our  fathers, 
which  he  had  just  sworn  to  support,  should  be  cast  out  of  its  rightful  inheritance  by 
this  bastard  sprout  of  a  gigantic  rebellion,  which  should  "  reign  in  its  stead." 

Could  the  traitors  desire  more,  to  wit,  peace  and  the  adoption  of  tkeir  government? 

It  is  the  aim  of  their  efforts;  their  avowed  intent  and  purpose.  No  man  can  yield  it, 
unless  compelled  by  dire  necessity,  and  not  be  liable  to  an  impeachment  of  his  loyalty. 

All  true  lovers  of  the  country  desire  peace,  but  he  who  would  seek  it  through  its 
destruction  and  overthrow  must  be  either  a  craven  or  disloyal  citizen. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  compelled  to  dismiss  this  consideration,  and  adopt  the 
foregoing  findings;  adding  that  the  appearance  of  the  Senator  before  the  committee,  his 
singular  declarations,  statements,  and  conduct,  have  done  much  to  strengthen  the  last 
conclusion  of  the  committee. 

It  would  have  been  far  pleasanter  to  them  not  to  have  done  so,  and  they  hoped,  upon 
entering  upon  this  investigation,  the  Senator  would  have  made  such  proofs  and  state- 
ments as  would  have  removed  from  him  all  suspicion  of  disloyalty.  But  he  has  failed 
to  do  so,  and  the  duty  was  left  to  the  committee  to  judge  only  upon  what  was  before 
them.  From  that  duty  there  oonld  be  no  shrinking  in  a  time  like  this;  and  the  com- 
mittee have  endeavored  to  discharge  it  thoroughly  and  fearlessly,  and  now  submit  their 
conclusions  to  the  Senate. 

DAN'L  CLARK. 
J.  M.  HOWARD. 
JOSEPH  A.  WRIGHT. 
JOHN  SHERMAN. 
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Concurring  in  the  first  two  conclusions  of  the  m^ority  of  the  committee,  I  am  yet  con- 
strained, not  wi£hout  h^itation,  to  differ  with  them  in  their  third  and  last  conclusion. 
Distrusting  all  ex  paiie  testimony,  especially  in  regard  to  expressions  uttered  in  the  heat 
of  high  political  excitement,  seeing  that  the  sentiments  and  opinions  thus  attributed  to 
Mr.  Stark  are  virtually  denied  and  repudiated  by  him  in  his  written  statement  before 
the  committee;  remembering  that  since  it  is  alleged  those  conversations  took  place,  and 
those  expressions  were  uttered,  Mr.  Stark,  in  taking  his  seat  as  a  Senator,  has  purged 
himself  of  these  sinister  allegations  by  taking  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  especially  fearing  the  danger  of  making  mere  difference  of  opinion, 
however  wide  and  fundamental,  a  test  of  fidelity  to  the  Government,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  Mr.  Stark  is  now  disloyal. 

W.  J.  WILLEY. 

Wednesday,  May  7,  1862. 

Mr.  Sumner  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

^^  Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Stark,  a  Senator  from  Oregon,  who  has  been  found  by  a 

committee  of  this  body  to  be  disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  be,  and 

the  same  is  hereby,  expelled  from  the  Senate.** 
[The  debate  is  found  on  page  1983  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  2d  sess.  37th 

Cong.] 

Friday,  June  6,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  him  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Stark  from  the  Senate, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  16,  nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Foot,  Grimes,  Har- 
lan, Howe,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson, 
Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Browning,  Carlile, 
Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Hale,  Harris,  Kenn^y,  Latham,  McDougall, 
Nesmith,  Powell,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Simmons,  Ten  Eyck,  and  Willey. 
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LAZARUS  W.  POWELL, 
Senator  from  Kentucky  from  March  4,  1859,  till  March  3,  1865. 

February  20, 1862,  a  resolution  was  submitted  that  Mr.  Powell  be  expelled  from  the  Senate.  It  was 
accompanied  by  a  preamble  setting  forth  certain  conduct  of  Mr.  Powell,  which,  it  stated,  showed 
that  **his  purposes,  if  not  liis  acts,  were  treasonable."  The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  March  12, 1862,  the  committee  reported  back  the  resolution  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass.  No  report  showing  the  grounds  on  which  the  committee  proceeded 
was  made.  From  remarks  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  given  below,  it  appears  that  nothing 
was  shown  to  satisfy  the  committee  that  Mr.  Powell  had  done  anything  to  favor  the  cause  of  the 
rebellion  ;  that  his  opinions  differed  from  the  opinions  of  the  speaker,  but  that  no  man  was  to  be 
expelled  lieoiuse  he  disaj^reed  with  others  in  opinion.  March  14  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to 
by  a  vote  of  28  nays  to  11  yeas. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consistsof  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong. ,  and  remarks  by  Mr.  Trumbull  from  Congressional 
Qlobe,  part  2, 2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  page  1234. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Thuksday,  February  20,  1862. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: 

"Whereas  Lazarus  W.  Powell,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  after  eleven 
States  had  published  their  ordinances  of  secession  by  which  to  sever  themselves  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  had  formed  a  confederation  and  provisional  govern- 
ment, and  made  war  upon  the  United  States,  did,  on  the  20th  day  of  June  last,  at  the 
city  of  Henderson,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  attend  a  large  Southern  State's  rights  con- 
vention, over  which  he  was  called  to  and  did  preside;  and,  on  taking  his  seat  as  president 
thereof,  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  stated  the  object  of  said  convention,  and  then  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  which  reported  to  said  convention  a  long  series  of  resolutioos  that 
were  unanimously  adopted  by  it.     Among  those  resolutions  are  the  following: 

*  *  *  2.  That  the  war  being  now  waged  by  the  Federal  Administration  against  the  South- 
em  States  is  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  has  already  been  attended 
with  such  stupendous  usurpations  as  to  amaze  the  wotld  and  endanger  every  safeguard 
of  constitutional  liberty. 


i( 


'  That  the  recall  of  the  invading  armies  and  the  recognition  of  the  separate  inde- 
pendence of  the  Confederate  States  is  the  true  policy  to  restore  peace  and  preserve  the 
relations  of  fraternal  love  and  amity  between  the  States. 


i<  <, 


.6.  That  we  heartily  approve  the  refusal  of  Governor  Magoffin  to  furnish  Kentucky 
troops  to  subjugate  the  South;  and  we  cordially  indorse  his  recent  proclamation  defining 
the  position  of  Kentucky,  in  accordance  with  the  sentiment  of  her  people,  BXid  forhidding 
the  invasion  of  Kentucky  by  Federal  or  confederate  troops. 

"  '7.  That,  although  Kentucky  has  determined  that  her  proper  position  aipreaenUSB 
that  of  strict  neutrality  between  the  belligerent  sections,  yet,  if  either  of  them  invade 
her  soil  against  her  will,  she  ought  to  resent  and  repel  it  by  necessarif  farce.^ 

' '  The  pith  of  Governor  Magoffin's'  proclamation,  which  that  convention  so  cordially 
approved,  is  embodied  in  this  paragraph :  '  I  hereby  notify  and  warn  all  other  States, 
separate  or  united,  especially  the  United  and  Confederate  States,  that  I  solemnly  forbid 
any  movement  upon  Kentucky  soil,  or  occupation  of  any  part  or  place  therein,  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  until  authorized  by  invitation  or  permission  of  the  legislative  and 
executive  authorities.  I  especially  forbid  all  citizens  of  Kentucky,  whether  in  the  State 
guard  or  otherwise,  from  making  any  hostUe  demonstration  against  any  of  the  aforesaid 
sovereignties;  to  be  obedient  to  the  orders  of  lawful  authorities;  to  remain  quietly  and 
peaceably  at  home  when  off  of  military  duty,  and  refrain  from  all  words  and  acts  likely 
to  provoke  a  collision,  and  so  otherwise  to  conduct  themselves  that  the  deplorable  ca- 
lamity of  invasion  may  be  averted;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  to  make  prompt  and  efficient 
preparation  to  assume  the  paramount  and  supreme  law  of  self-defense,  and  strictly  of 
self-defense  alone.' 

"The  closing  speech  of  this  convention  was  made  by  Senator  Powell,  and  the  resolu- 
tions passed  by  it  and  a  summary  statement  of  its  proceedings  were  signed  by  him  as  its 
president. 
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''On  the  10th  of  September  last,  whilst  the  l^islature  of  Kentucky  was  in  session  in 
the  town  of  Frankfort,  and  afler  her  territory  had  been  invaded  at  two  distant  points  by 
the  confederate  armies,  and  whUst  Humphrey  Marshall  was  employed  in  organizing  and 
dnlling  an  armed  body  of  rebels  in  the  contiguons  county  of  Owen,  a  large  Southern 
State's  rights  convention  assembled  and  held  its  sessions  in  Frankfort,  for  the  apparent 
purpose  of  overawing  the  legislature,  controlling  its  deliberations,  and  deterring  it  from 
passing  measures  to  support  the  Union  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  Lazarus 
W.  Powell  was  a  delegate  to  that  convention  from  the  county  of  Henderson,  and  was 
appointed  on  its  committee  of  resolutions.  Among  other  resolutions,  that  committee 
reported  these: 

"  ^  Resolved  J  That  every  material  interest  of  Kentucky,  as  well  as  the  highest  dictates 
of  patriotism,  demand  that  peace  should  be  maintained  within  her  borders,  and  this  con- 
vention solemnly  pledges  the  honor  of  its  members  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
this  end. 

**  *2.  That  it  is  the  deliberate  sense  of  this  convention,  and  it  is  believed  of  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  people  of  Kentucky,  that  the  best  and  perhaps  the  only  mode 
of  effecting  this  great  object  is  by  adhering  strictly,  rigidly,  and  impartially  to  her  chosen 
and  ofb-declared  position  of  neutrality  during  the  existence  of  the  deplorable  war  now 
raging  between  the  sections;  taking  sides  neither  with  the  Government  nor  with  the 
seceding  States,  and  declaring  her  soil  must  be  preserved  inviolate  from  the  armed  occupa- 
tion of  either. 

♦  ****** 

**  *9.  That  we  consider  it  incompatible  with  the  neutrality  avowed  by  Kentucky 
to  vote  money  for  the  prosecution  of  the  civil  war,  or  to  tax  the  people  of  the  State,  or 
augment  its  debt  for  a  purpose  so  nnwise  and  for  a  cause  so  hopeless  as  the  military 
subjugation  of  the  Confederate  States.' 

**This  was  a  convention  of  most  intense  secessionists,  and  was  attended  by  John  C. 
Breckinridge  and  many  of  the  leaders  of  that  party  from  generally  over  the  State. 
William  Preston  and  K.  W.  Wooley,  esquires,  made  speeches  to  it  fraught  with  the  rank- 
est treason,  and  denouncing  the  fiercest  war  against  the  United  States.  Its  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted,  and  its  business  closed  with  the  following  one,  offered  by 
Senator  Powell: 

* '  *  Resolved^  That  Col.  William  Preston,  Geoi^e  W.  Johnson,  esq. ,  General  Lucius  X)esha, 
Capt.  Richard  Hawes,  and  Thomas  P.  Porter,  esq.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed 
a  committee  of  organization,  in  order  to  carry  oat  the  purposes  of  this  convention;  and 
full  powers  are  conferred  upon  them  for  that  object. ' 

~ '/  Those  men  were  thus  commissioned  in  the  cause  of  conspiracy,  treason,  and  rebellion. 
By  the  warrant  given  them,  on  the  motion  of  Senator  Powell,  they  went  forth  and  organ- 
ized or  advised  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  armed  bands  of  traitors,  and  soon 
thereafter  led  them  into  the  confederate  camps,  where  they  are  yet  struggling  to  con- 
summate the  disruption  of  the  Union  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States.  From  the  beginning  of  this  great  rebellion  to  the  present  time 
Senator  Powell  has  neither  done  nor  said  anything  in  Congress  or  out  of  Congress  to 
strengthen  or  sustain  the  United  States  in  this  mighty  struggle  for  national  life.  Whilst 
the  true  and  loyal  men  of  his  own  State  were  engaged  in  an  arduous  and  protracted 
struggle  to  bring  her  to  perform  her  duty  to  the  nation  and  its  government,  he  not  only 
withheld  from  them  all  assistance  and  sympathy,  but  gave  to  the  rebels  the  moral  force 
of  his  disloyal  position  and  opinions,  and  all  the  aid  and  comfort  which  he  could  render 
them  short  of  the  commission  of  technical  treason.  His  purposes,  if  not  his  acts,  have 
been  treasonable.  Being  an  ex-governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  one  of  her  Sena- 
tors in  Congress,  his  example  and  counsel  have  doubtless  been  potential  with  her  people 
and  of  mischievous  tendency  in  other  States.  Under  the  false  and  delusive  cry  of  neu- 
trality and  i)eace,  and  the  absurd  purpose  to  protect  the  soU  of  the  State  against  invasion 
from  the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  he  has  doubtless  assisted  to  s^uce  hundreds 
and  hundreds  from  loyalty  and  duty  into  rebellion  and  treason.  He  has  not  supported 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  he  has  sounded  the  charge  to  his  recruits,  and 
they  have  made  the  overt  attack  upon  it.     Wherefore — 

"Be  it  resolved.  That  the  said  Lazarus  W.  Powoll  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  expelled  from 
the  Senate." 

Mr.  Wilkinson  presented  papers  in  relation  to  the  resolution  subn^itted  by  him  this 
day  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Hon.  Lazarus  W  Powell  from  the  Senate;  which  were  re- 
fened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Fbiday,  March  7,  1862. 

[Remarks  on  the  resolution  are  found  on  pages  1112,  1113  of  the  Congressional  Globe, 
.  part  %  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.] 
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Wednesday,  March  12,  1862 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  on  the  20th  of  February  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
Hon.  Lazarus  W.  Powell  from  the  Senate,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  with  h 
recommendation  that  the  resolution  do  not  pass. 

Thursday,  March  13, 18(52. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Hon.  Lazarus 
W.  Powell  from  the  Senate;  and 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Powell, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  to-morrow 
at  1  o'clock. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1208-1216  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

Feiday,  March  14,  1862. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  expel  the  Hon.  Lazarus  W. 
Powell  from  the  Senate;  and 

After  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

^*  Beaolvedy  That  the  said  Lazarus  W.  Powell  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  expelled  from  the 
Senate," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  28. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Davis,  Dixon,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe, 
Lane  of  Indiana,  Pomeroy,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wade,  and  Wilkinson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning,  Carlile,  Ciark, 
Cowan,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Harris,  Henderson,  Kennedy,  King, 
Lane  of  Kansas,  Lath]]im,  McDongall,  Nesmith,  Pearce,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Stark,  Thom- 
son, Trumbull,  Willey,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Missouri,  and  Wright. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1230-1234  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
37th  Cong.] 

[Remarks  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  niinois,  March  14, 1862.] 

*'  I  consider  it  due  to  the  committee,  whose  organ  I  was  in  reporting  adversely  to  the 
passage  of  this  resolution,  simply  to  state,  not  by  way  of  argument,  or  of  provoking 
reply,  the  ground  upon  which  the  committee  report^  adversely  to  the  passage  of  this 
n-esolution.  It  was  not  because  the  committee  approved  of  the  doctrine  of  neutrality  in 
Kentucky.  In  my  judgment  that  was  a  most  mischievous  position,  and  one  wholly 
untenable,  either  in  April,  or  June,  or  September;  but  it  is  known  that  the  people  of 
Kentucky  very  generally  assumed  that  ground,  and  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States, 
if  they  did  not  recognize  the  neutrality  of  Kentucky,  we  may  at  least  say  paid  some 
respect  to  it.  The  resolutions  that  were  adopted,  in  which  they  declared  that  the 
United  States  had  no  right  to  pass  its  troops  over  the  soil  of  Kentucky,  were,  in  my 
judgment,  preposterous.  It  was  downright  opposition  to  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  Government;  wholly  uivjustifiable.  I  have  no  excuse  for  it.  I  think  it  is  without 
excuse.  But,  sir,  such  was  the  position  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  that  State; 
and  many  persons  now  believe  that  it  was  owing  to  this  position  of  neutrality  which 
was  then  assumed  that  Kentucky  has  at  last  arrayed  herself  on  the  side  of  the  Union. 
I  do  not  think  so;  but  good  Union  men  doubtless  did  take  that  position. 

*  Well,  sir,  the  time  came  when,  notwithstanding  Kentucky  had  assumed  this  false 
attitude,  it  was  necessary  that  her  people  should  ^take  sides  either  with  the  Government 
or  against  those  arrayed  for  its  protection.  Some  men  who  got  upon  this  neutrality  plat^ 
form  left  it  sooner  than  others;  some  in  June,  if  you  please;  some  earlier;  some  stood 
on  it  till  September;  but  when  the  time  came  that  Kentuckians  had  to  meet  this  thing 
face  to  face,  go  with  the  Government  or  against  it,  fight  for  one  or  the  other,  then,  sir, 
the  traitors  arrayed  themselves,  and  undertook  to  get  up  a  provisional  government  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky.  Breckinridge  and  the  traitors  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  on 
my  right  [Mr.  Davis]  went  into  the  organization;  they  joined  the  rebels;  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  whose  case  is  under  consideration,  came  here — came  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  discharge  his  duties  here.  He  does  not  agree  with  me  in  sen- 
timent; his  opinions  are  not  my  opinions;  I  do  not  agree  with  the  views  that  he  has 
so  of^n  announced  here;  but  he  is  entitled  to  his  own  opinions;  and  no  man  is  to  be 
expelled  fVom  this  body  because  he  disagrees  with  others  in  opinion.  Since  Kentucky 
assumed  this  position  and  took  sides  with  the  Union  nothing  has  been  shown  to  satisiy 
the  committee,  at  least,  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  had  any  communication 
or  done  anything  to  &vor  the  cause  of  the  rebellion.  I  think  neutrality  did  favor  it; 
but,  sir,  that  is  now  oyer." 
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JAMES  F.  SIMMONS, 

Senator  from  Rhode  Island  from  March  4,  1841,  till  March  3,  1847,  and 
from  March  4,  1857,  till  he  resigned  in  Avgust,  1862. 

July  2, 1862,  near  the  end  of  Mr.  SimmonH'H  second  term  in  the  Senate,  a  resolution  was  submitted 
that  he  be  expelled  from  the  Senate.  The  preamble  stated  that  it  appeared  from  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  Warthat  Mr.  SimmouHhad  exerciHedhisofHcial  influence  over  certain  of  the  heads  of  the  IV- 
partmcnts  in  procurintj^  an  order  autliorizin}^  a  certain  |>erson  to  manufacture  rifles  in  iK'hulf  of  the 
(Government  for  the  Army  and  Xavy,  and  that  Mr.  Simmons  had  agreed  to  re<^ive  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  such  services  the  sum  of  $5U,(X)0,  and  that  he  had  already  received  two  promissory  notes 
amounting  to  810,000.  July  8  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  by  a  vote 
of  31  yeas  to  7  nays.  July  14  the  committee  reported  that  the  facts  were  substantially  as  above 
iqven,  and  that  tliey  were  of  opinion  that  ''such  a  practice  is  entirely  indefensible,  un<l  that  it  was 
highly  improi>er  for  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  to  have  a<'ted  thus,  even  wl»en  the  CJovcrnment 
flustaincd  no  loss  thereby:  "  that  it  was  manifest  tliat  Congress  disapproved  of  such  conduct  fn>m 
the  fact  that  they  liod  promptly  passed  a  law  making  it  a  penal  oflense  thereafter;  but  tbat  to  visit 
a  severe  penalty  u)x>n  an  act  which  at  the  time  of  it«t  commission  was  not  punishable  or  forbidden 
by  public  law  would  be  retroactive  in  its  effect,  and  render  the  step  liable  to  that  objection  to  which 
all  p<Mf/MC/o  laws  are  justly  subject.  The  ooramitteo  unanimously  reported  back  the  resolution, 
accompanied  by  the  statement  of  facts,  that  the  Senate  might  take  such  action  as  they  might  think 
fit.  No  action  was  taken.  [Congress  adjourned  within  three  days  after  the  report  was  made,  and 
Mr.  Simmons  had  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  before  the  next  session.] 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  from  Senate 
Reports,  2d  sess.  37th  Cong.,  No.  39. 

The  case  was  not  debated. 

Wednesday,  Jufy  2,  1862. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consi<leration : 
"WTiereas,  by  iv.  report  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  bearing  date  June  21,  1862,  it  appears  that  the  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Khode  Island,  James  F.  Simmons,  gave  and  exercised  his  ofticial  intlii- 
ence  over  certain  of  the  heads  of  the  Departments  of  our  Government  in  procuring  for 
one  C.  D.  Schnbarth  an  order,  dated  October  11,  1861,  authorizing  the  said  Schulxarth, 
in  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  manufacture,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
50,000  breech-loading  rifles;  and,  further,  that  the  said  Senator  did  agree  to  receive, 
as  a  compensation  for  services  rendered  in  such  procurement,  the  sum  of  $r>U,(K)0,  and 
did  subsequently  accept  two  several  promissory  notes  from  certain  parties  in  New  York, 
'one  payable  in  August,  and  one  in  September  next,  both  amounting  to  $10,000/  in 
payment  for  procuring  said  order:  Therefore, 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  said  James  F.  Simmons  be,  and  is  hereby,  expelled  from  the  seat 
he  holds  in  this  Senate.'' 

Tuesday,  July  8,  1862. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  2d  instant  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Hon.  James  F.  Simmons,  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  Senate;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ten  Eyck  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  it  was  detemiineil  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31,  nays  7. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brow^ning,  Carlile,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Grimes,  Hale,  Harlan, 
Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Kennedy,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morrill,  Kice,  Sherman, 
Stark,  Sumner,  Ten  Eyck,  Wilkinson,  Willey,  Wilmot,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Wilson  of  Missouri. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Foster,  Henderson,  King,  Nesmith, 
Powdl,  Trumbull,  and  Wright. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Monday,  July  14,  1862. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion to  expel  the  Hon.  James  F.  Simmons,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Khodc  Island, 
from  the  Senate,  submitted  a  report  (No.  69);^  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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BBPOBT  OF  OOMMITTES. 

[The  oommittee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trambull  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Cowan, 
Hfuris,  Bayard,  and  Powell.]  ~ 

In  the  Sbkate  of  the  United  States. 
July  14,  1862.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  for  the  expulsion 
of  James  F.  Simmons,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and,  after  full  deliberation,  make  the  following 
report: 

That  in  October,  1861,  Senator  Simmons  being  in  Washington  on  his  own  private 
business,  was  called  upon  by  a  Mr.  Schubarth  with  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Messrs. 
A.  D.  &  J.  Y.  Smith,  a  wealthy  business  firm  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  requesting 
him  to  aid  Mr.  Schubarth  in  procuring  an  order  from  the  Government  for  the  manu- 
facture of  a  breech-loading  rifle  for  the  use  of  the  Array  and  Navy,  of  which  he  was  the 
inventor,  and  stating  that  if  the  order  was  procured  they  (the  Messrs.  Smith)  were  to  be 
concerned  in  its  execution. 

Mr.  Schubarth  was  introduced  by  Senator  Simmons  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  General 
Ripley,  of  the  Ordnance,  and  Captain  Harwood,  of  the  Navy  Department.  His  rifle 
was  tried  at  the  navy-yard,  and  a  favorable  report  made,  but  the  Government  declined 
ordering  his  breech-loading  rifle,  and,  preferring  the  Springfield  rifled  muskets,  gave 
an  order  on  the  11th  of  October  last  for  20,000,  at  the  rate  of  $20  for  each  arm,  with 
the  appendages. 

When  called  upon  by  Mr.  Schubarth  with  the  letter  of  the  Messrs.  Smith,  as  above 
stated,  Mr.  Simmons  determined  to  aid  him  in  procuring  the  order  for  the  manufact- 
ure of  the  rifle  invented  by  him,  by  going  with  him  to  the  Departments,  recommending 
his  arm,  and  soliciting  a  contract  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  done  before  in  other 
cases,  and  has  since  done  in  behalf  of  constituents  of  his  without  any  ofier  of  com- 
pensation having  been  made  to  him  for  his  aid,  antl  without  expecting  or  dreaming  of 
receiving  any.  That  after  he  had  thus  undertaken  to  assist  Mr.  Schubarth,  either  be- 
fore or  after  he  had  introduced  him  at  the  Departments,  (Mr.  Simmons  thinks  it  was 
after  and*  some  time  during  the  stay  of  Mr.  Schubarth  in  Washington,  while  going  to  or 
returning  from  the  Departments,) Schubarth  said  he  had  a  letter  from  the  Messrs.  Smith 
authorizing  him  to  pay  a  commission  for  obtaining  an  order,  which  he  offered  to  Mr. 
Simmons  to  be  read,  but  which  he  declined  reading,  saying,  playfully,  '^  that  the  Messrs. 
Smith  were  rich  enough  to  pay,  and  that  if  he  got  commissions  for  all  he  did  for  his 
constituents  he  should  be  as  rich  as  some  of  them  were; ''  but  it  apx>eaTs  that  no  sug- 
gestion was  made  to  Mr.  Simmons  to  pay  him  a  commission  or  compensate  him  in  any 
way  tor  any  aid  he  might  render  until  after  he  had  determined  to  assist  the  parties  in 
getting  the  contract;  and  that  nothing  further  ever  passed  between  Mr.  Simmons  and 
the  Messrs.  Smith  on  the  subject  of  commissions. 

That  afterwards,  in  November,  1861,  Mr.  Simmons  being  in  Washington,  on  his  way 
to  Hatteras  Inlet,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  the  Government  about  procuring  a  vessel 
load  of  cotton,  Mr.  Schubarth  informed  him  that  he  could  do  nothing  with  the  order  he 
had  obtained  unless  it  was  made  for  the  same  number  and  as  long  a  time  allowed  for 
delivery  as  other  parties  had,  and  requested  him  to  aid  in  getting  such  alteration,  which 
he  did;  and  on  the  26th  of  November  last  an  additional  order  was  made  for  the  manu- 
facture of  30,000  more. 

In  January  last,  Mr.  Schubarth  informed  Mr.  Simmons  that  the  Messrs.  Smith  de- 
clined pursuing  the  business.  And  seeing  him  afterwards  in  February,  in  New  York, 
Schubarth  told  him  he  had  made  arrangements  with  other  parties  for  means  to  carry 
out  the  contract,  and  that  they  wanted  to  have  an  understanding  with  him  about  his 
commissions.  Mr.  Simmons  states  that  he  saw  these  parties,  and  took  from  them  an 
agreement,  in  writing,  to  pay  at  certain  stipulated  times  (in  about  a  year  from  May 
last)  the  amount  agreed  upon.  The  agreement  was  without  qualification  or  condition, 
and  had  no  connection  with  what  the  Government  might  subsequently  do,  only  binding 
themselves  to  a  due  execution  of  the  order  on  their  part.  Under  and  in  pursuance  of 
this  agreement  they  subsequently  gave  him  one  note,  payable  in  August,  and  one  in 
September  next,  both  amounting  to  $10,000,  which  he  expected  would  be  paid,  as  he 
had  no  doubt  of  their  responsibility. 

Mr.  Simmons  further  states  that  he  never  expected  Schubarth  to  pay  him  a  cent  for 
the  assistance  he  rendered  him;  that  he  was  in  moderate  circumstances;  that  the 
Smiths  were  rich  and  that  he  expected  them  to  pay;  and  ^at  he  should  have  aided  just 
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as  soon,  and  acted  as  earnestly  in  endeavoring  to  procure  the  orders,  without  compensa- 
tion, as  he  had  repeatedly  done  in  other  cases  for  his  constituents.  Mr.  Schubath  states, 
on  the  contrary,  that  he  considers  himself  bound  to  give  Senator  Simmons  5  per  cent, 
commission  on  both  orders,  and  he  says  he  made  the  offer  of  commissions  to  Senator 
Simmons  because  he  had  understood  that  a  comniission  was  paid  for  obtaining  con- 
tracts, and  he  thinks  it  was  one  of  the  Messrs.  Smith,  who  told  him  so.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  state  that  Mr.  Simmons,  who  has  appeared  before  the  committee  and  with 
great  frankness  and  fairness  detailed  all  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction,  and  an- 
swered all  questions  put  to  him  promptly  and  without  hesitation,  also  stated  that  he  is 
now,  and  was  at  the  time,  unconscious  of  ha\ing  done  anything  wrong  in  acting  as  he 
did,  and  that  he  was  not  aware  that  it  was  unlawful,  there  being  no  law  prohibiting  it; 
that  he  considered  he  was  not  only  benefiting  his  constituents,  but  was  also  doing  the 
Grovemment  a  service  by  procuring  for  it  responsible  contractors  for  the  prompt  supply 
of  arms,  which  was  then  so  greatly  needed,  he  having  about  that  time  learned  in  high 
quarters  that  although  500,000  men  had  recently  been  called  to  the  field,  the  (rovem- 
ment  had  then  only  200,000  stand  of  arms  to  put  in  their  hands. 

It  further  appears  that  Senator  Simmons  still  holds  the  notes  given  him  for  these 
commissions  as  agreed  upon,  and  expects  to  receive  payment  on  them  when  they  fall 
due. 

It  also  appeared  to  the  committee  that  l)oth  before  and  after  the  contraet  for  these 
arms  was  made,  many  other  contracts  were  made  for  similar  arms,  between  July  1, 1861, 
and  January  1,  1862,  and  the  lowest  price  paid  by  the  Department  for  arms  of  this 
description  was  $20,  the  price  agreed  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Schubarth;  that  $20  was  the  low- 
est bid  that  was  made  at  the  Department  for  the  manufacture  of  such  arms  during  the 
periods  aforesaid,  and  that  the  Government  lost  nothing  in  consequence  of  the  offers  of 
Mr.  Schubarth  to  pay  Mr.  Simmons  a  commission  for  his  assistance  in  this  particular, 
after  he  had  voluntarily  undertaken  to  assist  in  procuring  the  contract  without  reward. 

The  committee  on  these  facta  are  of  opinion  that  although  Senator  Simmons  may  have 
thought,  as  he  declares,  that  his  act  was  neither  unlawful  or  wrong  (a  declaration 
which  his  age,  respectability,  and  long,  useful,  and  honorable  life,  it  would  seem,  should 
favor,  whilst  it  is  true  that  these  very  considerations  should  make  a  willful  departure 
from  the  line  of  correct  conduct  more  glaring  and  censurable),  still,  that  such  a  practice 
is  entirely  indefensible,  and  that  it  was  highly  impropcT  for  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  to  have  acted  tlius,  even  where  the  Government  sustained  no  loss  therel)y ;  but 
especially  at  a  time  when  the  very  existence  of  the  Government  and  the  Union  was 
endangered  by  a  fierce  and  huge  rebellion,  to  suppress  which  the  patriotism  of  the 
country  was  everywhere  engaged — a  rebellion  which,  first  by  robbery  and  afterward  by 
occasioning  unlimited  requisitions  for  the  purchase  of  supplies  and  arms,  had  subjected 
the  public  treasury  to  untold  and  frightful  drains. 

That  Congress  disapproves  of  such  conduct  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  they  have 
promptly  passed  a  law  making  it  a  penal  offense  hereafter;  this  will  prevent  all  such 
acts  in  future;  but  to  visit  a  severe  and  striking  penalty  upon  an  act  which  at  the  time 
of  its  commission  was  not  punishable  or  forbidden  by  any  public  law  would  be  retro- 
active in  its  effect,  and  render  the  step  liable  to  that  objection  to  which  all  post  facto 
laws  are  justly  subject. 

The  committee  would  further  state  in  this  connection  that  it  was  the  common  prac- 
tice until  a  recent  period  for  members  of  Congress  to  prosecute  claims  against  the  Gov- 
ernment for  fees  and  rewards,  and  that  for  many  years  our  most  distinguished  public 
men  were  in  the  habit  of  prosecuting  claims  under  such  circumstances  without  censure 
or  criticism;  but  this  was  made  a  misdemeanor  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  1853,  and  since 
that  period  the  practice  has  been  discontinued. 

The  committee  unanimously  report  back  the  resolution,  accompanied  by  the  state- 
ment of  facts  herein  contained  (about  which  there  appears  to  be  no  dispute),  in  order 
that  the  Senate  may  take  such  action  in  the  matter  as  they  in  their  wisdom  and  discre- 
tion may  think  fit. 


240 


SENATE  ELECTION  CASES. 


[Thirty-eighth  Congress  and  first  session  Thirty-ninth  Congress.] 

'   WILLIAM   M.  FISHBACK,  ELISHA   BAXTER,  and   WILLIAM 

D.  SNOW, 

of  Arlcansas. 

May  21,  1864,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Fishback,  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  ending  March  3, 
-  1865,  of  William  K.  Sebastian,  expelled,  were  presented  ;  and  May  31  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Baxter, 
elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  ending  March  3,  1867,  of  Charles  B.  Mitchell,  expelled,  were  pre- 
sented. June  13,  tlie  oath  of  office  not  having  been  administered,  their  credentials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  At  the  same  time  a  joint  resolution  for  the  recognition  of  tlie 
free  State  government  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  which  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate  June  10, 
was  referred  to  the  committee.  June  27,  the  committee  reported  in  regard  to  the  election  of  tlie 
Senators  substantially  as  follows:  August  16,  1861,  the  President  had  declared  the  inhabitants  of 
Arkansas,  except  tho.se  of  such  parts  thereof  as  should  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union,  or 
might  be  from  time  to  time  occupied  and  controlled  by  United  States  forces,  to  be  in  a  state  of  in- 
surrection. At  the  date  of  the  proclamation  no  part  of  the  State  was  occupied  and  controlled  by 
forces  of  the  United  States,  nor  did  the  inhabitants  of  any  part  of  the  State  publicly  maintain  a 
loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union.  Hence  at  that  time  a  stiite  of  civil  war  existed  between  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Arkansas  and  the  United  States,  and  there  was  not  then  any  organized  authority  competent 
to  elect  Senators  of  the  United  States.  It  is  claimed,  however,  that  since  that  period  the  greater 
portion  of  the  State  luis  been  thus  occupied,  and  that  the  inhabitants,  loyal  to  the  Union,  have 
reorganized  their  State  government,  and  have  a  right  through  their  legislature  to  choose  Senators. 
The  question  to  be  determined  by  the  Senate  is.  Was  the  body  electing  Messrs.  Fishback  and 
Baxter  the  legislature  of  Arkansas?  Less  than  one-fourth  of  the  number  of  persons  who  voted  for 
President  in  1860  took  part  in  the  reorganization  of  the  State  government.  This,  however,  would 
not  be  fatal  to  the  reorgtinization  if  the  State  was  free  from  military  control,  which  is  not  the  ease. 
At  the  time  tllb  claimants  were  elected,  and  at  this  time,  the  Slate  is  occupied  by  liostile  armies. 
While  this  state  of  things  continues,  and  tlie  right  to  exercise  armed  authority  is  claimed  and  ex- 
erted by  the  military  power,  it  cannot  be  said  that  a  civil  government,  set  up  and  continued  only 
by  the  suflcraix  c  of  the  military,  is  that  republican  form  of  government  which  the  Constitution 
requires  the  United  States  to  guarantee  to  every  State  in  the  Union.  When  the  rebellion  shall 
have  been  so  far  suppressed  in  the  State  that  the  loyal  inhabitants  thereof  shall  maintain  a  State 
government  by  the  aid  of  and  not  in  subordination  to  the  military,  they  shall  then  and  not  before 
be  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress.  The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution:  "  i^e^o/ced.  That  William  M.  Fishback  and  Elisha  Baxter  are  not^entitleil  to  seats 
as  Senators  from  the  State  of  Arkansas."  This  resolution  passed  the  Senate  June  29, 1864,  by  a  vote 
of  27  yeas  to  6  nays. 

The  joint  resolution  above  referred  to  was  reported  adversely  at  the  same  time  that  the  report  on 
the  credentials  was  presented.  In  the  next  session  of  Congress  a  similar  joint  resolution  was  sub- 
mitted and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  but  was  not  reported.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
relating  to  these  joint  resolutions  are  not  included  in  the  extracts  given  below. 

March  7. 1865,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Snow,  elected  for  the  term  succeeding  that  for  which  Mr. 
Fishback  liad  been  elected,  were  presented  and  referred  t*j  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The 
committee  recommended  that  the  question  be  postponed  to  the  next  session,  and  until  Congress 
should  take  action  in  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the  alleged  existing  State  government  in  Ark- 
ansas. No  action  was  taken.  Februiiry  26,  1866,  the  credentials  of  Messrs.  Baxter  and  Snow 
having  been  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  a  motion  was  made  that  they  be  referred  again  to 
the  committee.  It  was  ordered  that  they  lie  on  the  tbble.  No  further  action  was  taken  on  the 
credentials. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  38th  Cong,  and  Jst  sess.  39th  Cong. ;  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
on  the  credentials  of  Messrs.  Fishback  and  Baxter  from  Senate  lieports,  1st  sess.  38th  Cong.  (No.'34); 
the  report  on  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Snow  from  Senate  Reports,  2d  sess.  dSth  Cong.  (No.  1,  special 
session) ;  also  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  from  the  Journals  relating  to  the  payment  of  mueage 
to  the  claimants.  . 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below.  * 

[First  session  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress.] 

CBEDENTIALS  OF  MESSES.  FISHBACK   AND  BAXTER. 

Satubday,  May  21,  1864. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  William  M.  IMshback, 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  of  the  Hon.  William  K.  Sebastian,  who  was  expelled  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  July  11,  1861;  which  were  read.         ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conness  that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  May  25,  1864. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Connees,  the 
2l8t  instant,  to  refer  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  William  M.  Fishback  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fessenden, 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2458,  2459  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  Ist  sess. 
38th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  May  31,  1864. 

Mr.  Foot  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Elisha  Baxter,  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
tibe  Hon.  Charles  6.  Mitchell,  who  was  expelled  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  July  11, 
1861. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  Jwne  13,  1864. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  that  the  joint  resolution,  together  with  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Hon.  William  M.  Fishback  and  the  Hon.  Elisha  Baxter,  Senators-elect 
from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

******* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wade  that  the  joint  resolution  and  the  credentials  lay  on  the  table, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays  32. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present, 

■  Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  Howard,  Richardson,  Sum- 
ner, and  Wade. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Clark,  Con- 
ness,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hendricks, 
Howe,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Monill,  Pomeroy, 
Powell,  Ramsey,  Saulsbnry,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Wilkinson, 
Willey,  and  Wilson. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  I^ne,  of  Kansas,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  resolution,  with  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  William  M.  Fish- 
back and  the  Hon.  Elisha  Baxter,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
*  ****** 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  presented  a  proclamation  of  Major-General  Steele,  commanding 
the  Department  of  Arkansas,  declaring  that  peace  has  t)een  so  far  restored  in  Arkansas 
08  to  enable  the  people  to  institute  proceedings  for  the  restoration  of  the  civil  government, 
and  issuing  regulations  for  ai>  election  to  be  held  for  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  State 
constitution  adopted  by  the  convention  of  citizens  of  that  State;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.^ 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2895-2907  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  1st  sess. 
38th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  June  21,  1864. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  presented  a  letter  f  of  William  M.  Fishback,  addressed  to  him, 
giving  a  detailed  account  of  his  conduct  during  the  present  rebellion,  and  defending 
himself  against  charges  of  disloyalty;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Monday,  June  27,  1864. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Hon.  William  M.  Fishback  and  the  Hon.  Elisha  Baxter,  elected  Senators 
of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  submitted  a  report  (No. 
94),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^*JResolved,  That  William  M.  Fishback  and  Elisha  Baxter  are  not  entitled  to  seats  as 
Senators  from  the  State  of  Arkansas.^' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  printed. 

*Tbi8  proclamation  is  found  in  Senate  MiBcellaneouB,  Ist  seas.  38th  Cong..  No.  124. 
t  This  letter  is  found  in  Senate  Miscellaneous,  Ist  sess.  38th  Cong.,  No.  129. 

6  E  0 16 
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SEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trnmball  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Harris, 
Howard,  Bayard,  and  Powell.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
June  27,  1864. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trnmbull  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  William 
M.  Fishback  and  Elisha  Baxter,  claiming  seats  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  report: 

That  the  credentials  presented  are  in  due  form,  purporting  to  be  under  the  seal  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  and  to  be  signed  by  Isaac  Murphy,  governor  thereof;  and  if  the  right 
to  seats  were  to  be  determined  by  an  inspection  of  the  credentials  Me&srs.  Fishback  and 
Baxter  would  be  entitled  to  be  sworn  as  membersof  this  body.  It  is,  however,  admitted 
by  the  persons  claiming  seats,  and  known  to  the  country,  that  in  the  spring  of  1861  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  through  its  constituted  authorities,  undertook  to  secede  from  the 
Union,  set  up  a  government  in  hostility  to  the  United  States,  and  maintain  the  same  by 
force  of  arms.  Congress,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Arkansas  and  some  other 
States  similarly  situated,  passed  an  act  July  13,  1861,  authorizing  the  President,  in 
case  of  an  insurrection  in  any  State  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  when  the 
insurgents  claimed  to  act  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  and  such  claim  ^Yas  not  re- 
pudiated, nor  the  insurrection  suppressed  by  tlie  persons  exercising  the  functions  of# 
government  in  such  State,  to  declare  the  inhabitants  of  such  State,  or  part  thereof  where 
such  insurrection  existed,  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States;  and 
that  thereupon  all  commercial  intercourse  by  and  between  the  same  and  the  citizens 
of  the  Unit«l  States,  except  under  license  and  upon  certain  conditions,  slionld  cease  and 
be  unlawful  so  long  as  such  condition  of  hostility  should  continue. 

In  pursuance  of  this  act  the  President,  August  1 6, 1 861,  issued  his  proclamation  declaring 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  except  the  inhabitants  ofsuch  parts  thereof  as 
should  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  or  might  be  from  time 
to  time  occupied  and  controlled  by  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  dispt^rsion 
of  said  insurgents,  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  and  that  all 
commercial  intercourse  between  them  and  citizens  of  other  States  was  and  would  be  un- 
lawful, except  when  carried  on  under  special  license,  until  such  insurrection  sliould 
cease.  At  the  date  of  this  proclamation  no  part  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  was  occupied 
and  controlled  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  nor  did  the  inhabitants  of  any  part  of 
the  State  at  that  time  publicly  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  the  Consti- 
tution. Hence,  upon  the  issuing  of  said  proclamation,  a  state  of  hostility  or  civil  war 
existed  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  the  United  States,  and 
there  was  not  at  that  time  any  organized  authority  in  Arkansas,  loyal  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, competent  to  choose  or  appoint  Senators  of  the  United  States.  It  is  claimed,  how- 
ever, that  since  that  period  the  State,  or  the  greater  portion  of  it,  has  been  occupied 
and  controlled  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  dispersion  of  the  in- 
surgents, and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  State,  loyal  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution, 
have  reorganized  their  State  government,  and  have  the  right,  through  the  legislature 
they  have  instituted,  to  choose  two  Senators  for  said  State. 

The  Constitution  declares  that  **the  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of 
two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  I^islature  thereof  for  six  years,*'  and 
makes  each  House  "the  judge  of  the  election,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members."  In  the  investigation  of  the  claimants'  right  to  seats  the  first  question  to  be 
determined  is.  Was  the  body  by  whom  they  were  elected  clothed  with  authority  to  elect 
Senators;  in  other  words,  was  it«  in  a  constitutional  sense,  '^the  legislature  of  Arkan- 
sas?" 

A  question  similar  to  this  arose  some  years  since  between  Kobbins  and  Potter;  each 
claiming  to  have  been  elected  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  though  by 
different  bodies.  In  that  case  the  Senate  was  called  upon  to  decide,  and  did  decide, 
which  of  the  two  bodies,  each  claiming  to  be  legitimate,  was  the  legislature  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
Luther  vs.  Borden,  growing  out  of  the  political  difficulties  in  Khode  Island  in  1841  and 
1842,  held  that  "when  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  a  State  are  admitted  into 
the  councils  of  the  Union  the  authority  of  the  government  under  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed, as  well  as  its  republican  character,  is  recognized  by  the  proper  constitutional 
authority.     And  its  decision  is  binding  on  every  other  department  of  the  government. ' ' 

The  claimants  laid  before  the  committee  a  statement  of  the  circomstances  attending 
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the  assembling  of  the  body  by  which  they  were  elected,  in  which,  after  detailing  the 

.  condition  of  the  State  while  under  rebel  control,  and  prior  to  September,  1863,  they  say: 

**  Upon  the  advent  of  the  Union  army  the  rebels  in  the  State,  guerrillas  and  all,  for  the 

most  part  left  with  their  armies,  leaving  about  two-thirds  of  the  State  comparatively 

free  from  guerrilla  depredation. 

"The  Union  men  came  flocking  from  the  mountains,  where  they  had  lain  for  two  years, 
to  the  Federal  standard,  and  nearly  every  man  whom  the  medical  examiners  would  re- 
ceive joined  the  Federal  army. 

"Those  who  were  rejected  (and  their  number  was  enormous,  their  constitutions  hav- 
ing been  broken  by  exposure  and  their  hardships),  and  those  whom  circumstances  pre- 
vented from  joining  the  army,  found  themselves,  so  &>r  as  law  was  concerned,  in  a  state 
of  chaos.  Many  of  them,  living  remote  from  military  posts,  had  not  even  the  protection 
of  military  law. 

"  Imme<liately  they  began  to  agitata  the  question  of  a  reorganization  of  their  State 
government.  They  first  moved  in  primary  meetings,  and  on  the  30th  of  October,  1863, 
they  held  a  mass  meeting  in  the  city  of  Fort  Smith,  in  which  some  twenty  counties  are 
said  to  have  been  represented,  and  at  which  they  called  upon  all  the  counties  in  the  State 
to  elect  delegates  (after  having  elected  commissioners  of  election)  to  a  State  convention, 
to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock  on  the  8th  day  of  January,  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  so 
amending  the  constitution  as  to  abolish  slavery.  Simultaneously  with  this  meeting 
meetings  were  held  in  a  number  of  other  counties.  In  every  single  one  (in  ignorance  of 
ther  action  of  others  in  many  instances)  they  declaared  for  a  convention  and  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slaveiy. 

"Commissioners  of  election  were  first  elected,  and  they  held  the  elections  for  the 
delegates. 

"AH  this  was  prior  to  the  President's  amnesty  proclamation. 

"When  the  convention  met  forty-five  delegates  were  present,  representing  about 
one-half  of  the  State.  (Several  of  the  delegates  failed  to  attend.)  They  repudiated 
the  rebel  debt,  State  and  Confederate,  abolished  slavery,  and  submitted  the  constitution 
to  the  people  for  their  ratification.  They  also  provided  for  taking  the  vote  for  State  and 
county  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature  at  the  same  time  with  the  vote  for  the 
ratification  of  the  constitution. 

"The  result  of  those  elections  was  12,177  for  the  constitution  and  226  against  it,  an 
election  of  State  and  county  officers,  an  election  of  delegates  to  the  lower  house  of  Con- 
gress, and  a  representation  in  the  State  legislature  from  forty-six  of  the  fifty-four  coun- 
ties of  the  State. " 

The  number  of  persons  in  Arkansas  who  voted  for  President  in  1860  was  54,043,  less 
than  one-fourth  of  whom,  as  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  claimants,  took  part  in 
the  reorganization  of  the  State  government.  This,  however,  would  not  be  fatal  to  the 
reorganization,  if  all  who  were  loyal  to  the  Union  had  an  opportunity  to  participate, 
and  the  State  was  free  from  military  control.  Such,  however,  is  understood  not  to  have 
been  the  case.  The  President  had  not  then,  nor  has  he  up  to  this  time,  recalled  his 
proclamation,  which  declared  the  inhabitants  of  Arkansas  in  a  state  of  insurrection 
against  the  United  States,  nor  was  there  any  evidence  before  the  committee  that  said 
insurrection  had  ceased  or  been  suppressed.  At  the  time  when  the  body  which  chose 
the  claimants  was  elected,  when  it  assembled,  and  at  this  time,  the  State  of  Arkansas 
is  occupied  by  hostile  armies,  which  exercise  supreme  authority  within  the  districts 
subject  to  their  control.  While  a  portion  of  Arkansas  is  at  this  very  time,  as  the  com- 
mittee are  informed,  in  the  actual  possession  and  subject  to  the  control  of  the  enemies 
of  the  United  States,  other  parts  of  the  State  are  only  held  in  subordination  to  the  laws 
of  the  Union  by  the  strong  arm  of  military  power.  While  this  state  of  things  continues, 
and  the  right  to  exercise  armed  authority  over  a  large  part  of  the  State  is  claimed  and 
exerted  by  the  military  power,  it  cannot  be  said  that  a  civil  government,  set  up  and 
continued  only  by  the  suff*drance  of  the  military,  is  that  republican  form  of  government 
which  the  Constitution  requires  the  United  States  to  guarantee  to  every  State  in  the 
Union. 

When  the  rebellion  in  Arkansas  shall  have  been  so  far  suppressed  that  the  loyal  in- 
habitants thereof  shall  be  free  to  re-establish  their  State  government  upon  a  republican 
foundation,  or  to  recognize  the  one  already  set  up,  and  by  the  aid  and  not  in  subordi- 
nation to  the  military  to  maintain  the  same,  they  will  then,  and  not  before,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committee,  be  entitled  to  a  representation  in  Congress,  and  to  participate  in 
the  administration  of  the  Federal  Government.  Believing  that  such  a  state  of  things 
did  not  at  the  time  the  claimants  were  elected,  and  does  not  now,  exist  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  the  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  William  M.  Fishback  and  Elisha  Baxter  are  not  entitled  to  seats  as 
Sexiators  fVom  the  State  of  Ark^sas, 
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Wednesday,  June  29,  1864. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  that  William  M.  Fishback  and  Elisha 
Baxter  are  not  entitled  to  seats  as  Senators,  elect  from  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wade  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  244) 
to  guarantee  to  certain  States  whose  governments  have  been  usurped  or  overthrowTi  a 
republican  form  of  government,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  5,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wade,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiith  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Clark,  Harlan,  Lane  of  E^isas,  Sher- 
man, and  Wade. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Carlile, 
Chandler,  Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harris,  Hendricks, 
Hicks,  Howe,  Johnson,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  and  Wilson. 

After  debate. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  27,  nays  6. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Carlile, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Cowan,  Davis,  Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Hale,  Harlan,  Harris,  Mc- 
Dougall, Morgan,  Morrill,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Wilkinson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are,  Messrs.  Doolittle,  Hicks,  Howe,  Lane'of  Kansas, 
Nesmith,  and  Pomeroy. 

So  it  was 

Resolved^  That  William  M.  Fishback  and  Elisha  Baxter  are  not  entitled  to  seats  as 
Senators  from  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3360-3368  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  4,  Ist  seas. 
38th  Cong.] 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1865.] 

CREDENTIALS  OP  MB.  SNOW. 

Tuesday,  March  7,  1865. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  William  D.  Snow,  elected 
a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing 
on  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1865. 

Objection  to  the  reception  of  the  credentials  being  made  by  Mr.  Howard, 

The  President  pro  tempore  submitted  the  question  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate;  and, 
on  the  question,  Shall  the  credentials  be  received? 

After  debate,  and  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1427-1429  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  seas. 
38th  Cong.] 

Wednesday,  March  8,  1865. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  William  D.  Snow, 
yesterday  presented  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the  reception  of  which  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Howard;  and* 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Howard  having  withdrawn  his  objection  to  their  reception. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas, 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1429-1432  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
38th  Cong.] 

Thursday,  March  9,  1865. 

Mr.  Trnmbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  William  D.  Snow,  claiming  to  have  been  elected  a  Senator,  commencing  on 
the  4tli  day  of  March,  1865,  submitted  a  report  (No.  1),  recommending  that  the  Airther 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  be  printed. 
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BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Harris,  Collamer,  Sherman, 
Johnson,  Williams,  and  Hendricks.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
March  9,  1865. — Ordered  to  be  priiited. 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  William 
D.  Snow,  claiming  to  have  been  elected  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  instant,  report: 

That,  in  the  year  1861,  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  undertook 
to  withdraw  that  State  from  the  Union,  and  fjo  far  succeeded  in  the  attempt  as  by  force 
of  arms  to  expel  from  the  State  for  a  time  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  set  up 
a  government  in  hostility  thereto,  and,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  said  State  have  since  been  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the 
United  States.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  question  of  the  admission 
of  Mr.  Snow  to  a  seat  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  until  Congress 
sludl  take  action  in  regard  to  the  recognition  of  the  alleged  existing  State  government  in 
Arkansas. 

[First  session  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress.] 

CREDENTIALS  OF  MESSRS.  BAXTER  AND  SNOW. 

Monday,  February  26,  1866. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  that  the  credentials  of  Elisha  Baxter  and 
William  D.  Snow,  as  Senators-elect  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  be  taken  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Clark;  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  branch  of  the  motion,  to  wit,  that  the  credentials 
of  Elisha  Baxter  and  William  D.  Snow  as  Senators-elect  from  the  State  of  Arkansas  be 
taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and. 

On  the  question  to  agtee  to  the  second  branch  of  the  motion,  to  wit,  and  that  they  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  that  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affiimative-^yeas  29,  nays^  17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one*fiflh  of  the 
Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Conneis,  Cragin,  Creswell,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard, 
Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morrill,  Nye,  Poland,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman, 
Snmner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Willey,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Guthrie,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Riddle,  Sauls- 
bury,  Stewart,  Stockton,  and  Van  Winkle. 

So  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table. 

*•♦**♦*» 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  to  admit  the  Senators-elect  iix>m  the 
State  of  Arkansas  to  seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wade  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  lie  on  the  table,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  18. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifbh  of  the 
Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Omness,  Cragin,  Creswell,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard, 
Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morrill,  Nye,  Poland,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sumner, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle, 
Guthrie,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  Morgan,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Riddle,  Sauls- 
bury,  Stewart,  Stockton,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey. 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1025-1027  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  Ist  sees. 
39th(>H2g.l 
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MILEAGE  TO  CLAIMANTS. 

fFirst  session  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  j 

Wednesday,  June  29,  1864. 

Mr.  Trumbull  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution :  ^ 

'^Resolved  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Seuate,  the  usual  mileage  of  Senators  to  Elisha  Baxter  and  William  M.  Fishback,  respectr 
ively,  as  claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate  from  Arkansas,,  at  the  first  session  of  this 
Congress. "  . 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  it  pass. 

[Second  session  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress.  ] 

Feiday,  March  3,  1865. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  following  resolution /or  consideration: 
^^  Resolved  J  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  pay  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate  the  usual  mileage  to  Elisha  Baxter  and  William  M.  Fishback,  respectively,  as 
claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate  from  Arkansas,  and  Charles  Smith  and  R.  King  Cutler, 
respectively,  as  claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate  from  Louisiana,  at  the  second  session  of 
this  Congress." 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1865.] 

Monday,  March  6,  1865. 

Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration  (the  same 
that  was  submitted  March  3). 

Wednesday,  March  8,  1865.  • 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
Bubmitted  by  lum  on  the  6th  instant,  to  pay  mileage  to  certain  claimants  to  seats  in  the 
Senate  from  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana;  and 

The  resolution  having  been  modified,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  to  read 
as  follows: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  pay  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate  the  usual  mileage  to  Elisha  Baxter,  William  M.  Fishback,  and  William  D.  Snow, 
respectively,  as  claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate  from  Arkansas,  and  Charles  Smith  and 
R.  King  Cutler,  respectively,  as  claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate  from  Louisiana,  at  the 
second  session  of  the  last  Congress, " 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

Thuesday,  March  9,  1865. 

Mr.  Morrill,  from  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  pay  to  certain  persons  claiming  seats 
in  the  Senate  as  Senators  from  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  the  mileage  of  Senators  from  tliose 
States,  reported  the  resolution  without  amendment,  and  submitted  a  report  thereon,  ask- 
ing that  Uie  committee  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

BEPOBT  OF  committee.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Morrill,  Ramsey,  and  Henderson.] 
The  Committee  on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  pay  out  of  the  contingent  fnnd  of  the  Sen- 
ate the  usual  mileage  to  Elisha  Baxter,  William  M.  Fishback,  and  William  D.  Snow, 
respectively,  as  claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate  from  Arkansas,  and  Charles  Smith  and 
R.  King  Cutler,  respectively,  as  claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate  from  Louisiana,  at  the 
second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  having  attentively  considered  the  same,  report  that 
the  committee  conceive  their  authority  to  be  limited  by  law  to  the  auditing  of  accounts 

*  Tak«n  from  the  CongrMsioiua  Globe,  p«ri  2,3^  Mas.  88th  Oonff.,p«ce  14S5. 
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for  the  ordinary  contmgent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  and  that  mileage  is  payable  only  to 
Senators  as  members  of  Congress,  and  not  as  claimants  for  seats  in  the  Senate,  without 
an  express  order  of  the  Senate.  The  terms  of  the  resolution  exclude  the  inference  that 
the  mileage  therein  contemplated  is  either  ordinary  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate  or 
mileage  of  Senators — members  of  Congress..  Not  regarding  the  resolution  in  the  nature 
of  an  order  of  the  Senate  to  the  committee  to  audit  the  mileage  of  the  claimants,  and 
failing  to  perceive  any  authority  of  law  for  allowing  it,  they  report  the  resolution  back 
to  the  Senate,  and  respectfully  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration.  . 

Friday,  March  10,  1865. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  Kansas,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  ti> 
pay  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to  certain  persons  claiming  to  be  Senators 
duly  elected  from  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  the  mileage  of  Senators  from 
those  States;  and, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  24,  nays  12. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Chandler,. 
.Conness,  Cragin,  Creswell,  Davis,  Foot,  Grimes,  Guthrie,  Howard,  Johnson,  Lane  of 
Indiana,  Morgan,  Norton,  Nye,  Riddle,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilson,  and 
Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Collamer,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Foster,  Har- 
ris, Lane  of  Kansas,  Pomeroy,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  WiUiams,  and  Yates. 
.  So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1436-1440  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
38th  Cong.] 
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[Thirty-eighth  Congress — Second  session.] 

E.KIKG  CUTLER  and  CHARLES  SMITH,  and  MICHAEL  HAHN, 

of  Louisiana. 

December  7. 18<V4,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Cutler,  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Slidell,  whose  terip  had  ex- 
pired March  3, 1861,  and  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Smith,  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term,  ending  March 
3, 1865,  of  Mr.  Benjamin,  retired,  were  presented.  At  the  same  time  there  was  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Ix>uisiana  remonstrating  against  their  admission  to  seats  in  the  Senate.  The  credentials 
and  memorial  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  January  11, 1865,  the  committee 
reported  that  the  claimants  were  duly  elected,  and  that,  but  for  the  fact  that,  !n  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  Congress  passed  July  13. 1861,  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  had  been  declared  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection, which  condition  of  things  had  not  ceased  at  the  time  of  the  reorganization  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment and  the  election  of  the  claimants,  they  would  recommend  their  immediate  admission  to 
their  seats;  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  having  been  declared  in  a  state  of  insurrection  in  pur- 
suance of  a  law  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  the  committee  deemed  it  improper  for  the 
Senate  to  admit  to  seats  Senators  from  Louisiana  till  by  some  Joinl  action  of  both  Houses  there 
should  be  some  recognition  of  an  existing  State  government ;  that  they  recommend  the  adopt  on 
of  an  accompanying  joint  resolution  that  the  United  States  recogniize  the  State  government  referred 
to  as  the  legitimate  government  of  the  Slate.  This  resolution  was  debated,  but  no  action  was 
taken  on  it,  and  the  claimants  were  not  admitted  to  seats.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  the  joint  resolution  are  not  included  in  the  extracts  given  below. 

March  2, 1865,  the  credentials  of  Mr  Hahn,  elected  for  the  term  succeeding  that  for  which  Mr. 
Smith  had  been  elected,  were  presented.  A  motion  was  made  that  thev  be  laid  on  the  table.  Ob- 
lection  being  made  to  their  reception,  the  Senate  voted  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table.  March  9, 
the  credentials  were  t^ken  from  the  flies  and  presented  to  thie  Senate,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
further  consideration  of  them  be  postponed  to  the  next  session.  No  further  action  was  taken  on 
the  credentials. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  the  credentials  of  the  claimants  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  88th  Cong.,  and  the  report  of 
the  committee,  with  the  exception  of  certain  accompanying  documents,  from  Senate  Reports,  2d 
sess.  38th  Cong.,  No.  117. 

There  were  no  debates  in  regard  to  the  credentials  of  the  claimants.  The  debates  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  joint  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  are  found  on  pages  1011, 1061-1070, 109i-1099, 
1101-1111  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2.  38th  Cong.,  2d  sess. 

Documents  relating  to  the  case  are  found  in  Senate  Misoellaneous*,  2d  sess.  38th  Cong.,  Nos.  1,2, 
and  9. 

Mileage  was  not  allowed  to  the  claimants.  For  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  on  a  resolution  to 
pay  them  mileage  see  latter  part  of  preoeding  case  of  Pishback,  Baxter,  and  Snow,  page  246. 

CBBDENTIALS  OF  M£SSBS.  CUTLSS  AND  SMiTH. 

Wednesday,  December  7,  1864. 

The  President  pro  tenipore  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the  Hon.  Michael  Hahn, 
governor  of  the  State  of  Loaisiana,  oommonicating  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Charles 
Smith  and  the  Hon.  R.  King  Cutler,  Senators-elect  from  that  State  to  the  Conjgress  of 
the  United  States,  with  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  of  Looisiana  in 
reference  to  their  election;  which  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morggn  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Smith  and  the  Hon.  R. 
King  Catler,  Senators-elect  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  with  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  of  Louisiana  in  reference 
to  their  election. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wade  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Louisiana  remonstrating  against  the 
admission  of  Senators  or  Representatives  from  the  pretended  State  of  Louisiana  into  the 
Congress  bf  the  United  States  and  the  reception  of  any  electoral  vote  of  that  State  in 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and  praying 
the  passage  of  an  act  guaranteeing  republican  government  in  the  insurrectionary  States. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Thubsdat,  December  8,  1864. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morgan, 
•    Ordered  J  That  the  credexib\als  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Smith  and  the  .Hon.  R.  E^g  Cut- 
ler, Senators-elect  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of 
that  State  in  reference  to  their  election,  yesterday  presented  to  &e  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wade, 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Louisiana  remonstrating  against  the  ad- 
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mission  of  Senators  or  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  seats  in  the  Senate 
or  House  of  Representatives,  yesterday  presented  by  him,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Jndiciary. 

Wednesday,  Jaimary  11,  1865. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^Resolved  J  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  cer- 
tain evidence  before  them  relating  to  the  right  to  seats  of  Messrs.  Cutler  and  Smith  as 
Senators  fh)m  the  State  of  Louisiana. ' ' 

Saturday,  February  18,  1865. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  the  Hon.  Charles  Smith  and  the  Hon.  K.  King  Cutler,  elected  Senators  by 
the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  and  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Louisiana  remonstrating 
against  the  admission  of  Senators  or  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  into 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  submitted  a  report  (No.  127),  accompanied  by  a  joint 
resolution  (S.  117)  recognizing  the  government  of  the  State  of  Lonisiana. 

The  resolution  was  r^d,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

BEPORT  OP  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Foster,  Ten  Eyck,  Harris, 
Foot,  Powell,  and  Johnson.] 

In  the  Senate  op  the  United  Statis. 
February  18,  1865. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trumbull  made  the  following  report  (to  accompany  joint  resolution  S.  No.  117)j 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  R.  King 
Cutler  and  Charles  Smith,  claiming  seats  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  report: 

That  in  the  early  part  of  1861  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
undertook  to  withdraw  that  State  from  the  Union,  and  so  far  succeeded  in  the  attempt 
as  by  force  of  arms  to  expel  from  the  State  for  a  time  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
and  set  up  a  government  in  hostility  thereto. 

Since  that  time  the  United  States,  as  a  necessity  to  the  maintaining  of  its  legitimate 
authority  in  Louisiana  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  has  been  compelled  to  take 
possession  thereof  by  its  military  forces,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  local  organizations 
or  civil  magistrates  loyal  to  the  Union,  temporarily  to  govern  the  same  by  military 
power.  ♦ 

While  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  embracing  more  than  two-thirds  of  its  population, 
was  thus  under  the  control  of  the  military  power,  steps  were  taken  with  its  sanction, 
and  to  some  extent  under  its  direction,  for  the  reorganization  of  a  State  government 
loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  first  action  had  looking  to  such  re- 
organization was  a  registration  of  the  loyal  persons  within  the  limits  of  military  control 
entitled  to  vote  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Louisiana  at  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
bellion. The  lists  thus  made  up  contain  the  names  of  between  fifteen  and  eighteen 
thousand  voters,  which  is  represented  to  be  more  than  half  the  number  of  voters  in  the 
same  parishes  previous  to  the  rebellion,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  voting  popula- 
tion within  the  same  localities  at  the  time  the  registry  was  taken.  The  next  step  taken 
in  the  reorganization  of  the  State  government  was  the  election  of  State  officers  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1864,  under  the  auspices  of  the  military  authority  acting  in  conjunction 
with  jMTominent  and  influential  citizens.  At  this  election  11,414  votes  were  polled,  808 
of  which  were  cast  by  soldiers  and  sailors,  citizens  of  Louisiana,  who  would  not  have 
been  entitled  to  vote  under  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  as  it  existed  prior  to  the  re- 
bellion, for  the  sole  reason  that  they  were  in  the  military  service,  but  who  possessed  in 
other  respects  all  the  qualifications  of  voters  required  by  that  instrument.  The  balance, 
10,606,  were  legal  voters  under  the  constitution  of  the  State  prior  to  the  rebellion.  The 
third  step  in  the  reorganization  of  the  State  government  was  to  call  a  convention  for  the 
amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  State.  Delegates  to  this  convention  were  elected 
March  28,  1864,  under  the  joint  and  harmonious  direction  of  the  military  authorities, 
and  the  State  officei%  who  had  been  elected  on  the  22d  February  previous.  In  a  paper 
submitted  to  the  oommitttee  by  M£yor-6eneral  Banks  he  states  that  delegates  were  ap- 
portioned to  every  election  district  in  the  State,  both  within  and  beyond  the  lines,  so 

*  A  referenoe  to  oertain  dooument  accompanying  the  report  and  not  here  prhited  is  given  in  the 
bettd-note. 
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that  if  beyond  the  lines  of  the  army  the  people  of  the  State  had  chosen  to  participate  in 
that  election,  the  dele|];ates  might  have  been  received  if  they  had  shown  themselves  loyal 
to  the  Government.  They  were  about  150  in  number.  All  elections  subsequent  to  that 
for  delegates  have  been  ordered  and  controlled  by  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

In  the  organization  of  the  convention  it  was  provided  that  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  apportioned  to  the  State,  if  every  district  within  and  beyond  the  linas  had  been 
represented,  should  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Every  vote  in 
the  convention,  from  a  question  of  order  to  the  ratification  of  the  constitution,  was  con- 
ducted under  this  rule,  and  was  approved  by  a  majority  of  all  the  delegates  apportioned 
to  the  State  if  every  district  had  been  represented. 

The  delegates  met  in  convention,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  Gth  day  of  April, 
1864,  remained  in  session  till  July  23,  1864,  and  adopted  a  constitution,  republican  in 
form  and  in  entire  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  great 
principles  of  human  liberty. 

This  constitution  was  submitted,  by  the  convention  which  adopted  it,  to  the  people 
for  ratification  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1864,  and  adopted. by  a  vote  of  6,836 
for  to  1,566  against  it. 

At  the  same  time  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  a  legislature 
was  elected,  representing  all  those  parishes  of  the  State  reclaimed  from  insurgent  control, 
and  embracing  about  two-thirds  of  its  population.  This  legislature  assembled  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1864,  and  proceeded  to  put  in  operation  a  State  gov- 
ernment by  providing  for  levying  and  collecting  taxes,  the  establishment  of  tribunals  for 
the  administration  of  justice,  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  education,  and  such  other 
measures  as  were  necessary  to  the  re-establishment  of  a  State  government  in  harmony 
with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  State  government  thus  inaugu- 
rated has  been  in  succcessful  operation  since  the  period  of  its  establishment,  and  your 
committee  are  assured  that  if  no  exterior  hostile  force  is  permitted  to  enter  the  State,  the 
local  State  government  is  fully  equal  to  the  maintaining  of  peace  and  tranquillity  through- 
out the  State  in  subordination  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  manner  in  which  the  new  State  government  was  inaugurated  is  not  wholly  free 
from  objection.  The  local  State  authorities  having  rebelled  against  the  Grovemment, 
and  there  being  no  State  or  local  officers  in  existence  loyal  toils  authority,  in  taking  the 
initiatory  steps  for  a  reorganization  some  irregularities  were  unavoidable,  and  the  num- 
ber of  voters  participating  in  this  reorganization  is  less  than  would  have  been  desirable. 
Yet,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  large  number  of  voters  who  had  left  the  State 
in  consequence  of  the  rebellion,  who  had  fallen  in  battle,  or  were  absent  at  the  time  of 
the  election,  both  in  the  Union  and  rebel  armies,  and  the  difficulties  attending  the  ob- 
taining of  a  full  vote  from  those  remaining,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  State,  and  the  further  iact  that  the  adoption  of  the  amended  constitu- 
tion was  not  seriously  opposed,  and  therefore  the  qnestjon  of  its  ratification  not  calculated 
to  call  out  a  full  vote,  the  number  of  votes  cast  is  perhaps  as  large  as  could  have  been 
expected,  and  the  State  government  which  has  been  reorganized,  as  your  committee  be- 
lieve, fairly  represents  a  m^ority  of  the  loyal  voters  of  the  State. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  copy  of  the  various  orders  and  proclamations  issued  in  regard  to 
the  election  of  State  officers,  delegates  to  the  constitutional  convention,  and  membnersof 
the  legislature,  and  also  a  copy  of  election  laws  and  instructions  relative  to  the  duties  of 
commissioners  of  elections,  issued  for  the  guidance  of  officers  in  conducting  said  election. 

Messrs.  Cutler  and  Smith,  the  claimants  for  seats,  were  duly  elected  Senators  by  the 
legislature  which  convened  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1864,  and  but  for  the  fact  that,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1861,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United 
States  and  all  commercial  intercourse  between  them  and  the  citizens  of  other  States  de- 
clared to  be  unlawful,  which  condition  of  things  had  not  ceased  at  the  time  of  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  State  government  and  the  election  of  Messrs.  Cutler  and  Smith,  your 
committee  would  recommend  their  immediate  admission  to  seata 

The  persons  in  possession  of  the  local  authorities  of  Louisiana  having  rebelled  against 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  and  her  inhabitants  having  been  declared  to  be  in  a 
state  of  insurrection  in  pursuance  of  a  law  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  your 
committee  deem  it  improper  for  this  body  to  admit  to  seats  Senators  from  Louisiana 
till  by  some  joint  action  of  both  Houses  there  shall  be  some  recognition  of  an  existing 
State  government  acting  in  harmony  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  .and 
recognizing  its  authority. 

Tour  committee  therefore  recommend  for  adoption,  before  taking  definite  action  npon 
the  right  of  the  claimants  to  seats,  the  accompanying  joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  United  States  do  hereby  recognize  the  government  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  inaugurated  under  and  by  the  convention  which  assembled  on  the 
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6th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1864,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  as  the  legitimate  government 
of  said  State,  entitled  to  the  guarantee  aiid  all  other  rights  of  a  State  government  nnder 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

CBEDENTIALS  OF  MB.  HAHN. 

« 

Thubsday,  March  2,  1865. 

Mr.  Doolittle  presented  a  certified  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  showing  that  the  Hon.  Michael  Hahn  was  elected  a  Senator  hy  the 
legislature  of  that  State  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1865;  which  were  read. 

Ohjection  being  made  by  Mr.  Davis  to  the  reception  of  the  paper, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  1278  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sees.  38th 
Cong.] 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1865.  ] 

Thubsday,  March  9,  1865. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Doolittle,  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Michael  Hahn,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  were  taken  from  the  files  and  presented  to  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Doolittle, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  next  seesion  of 
Congress. 
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[Second  session  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  and  special  se&sion  of  Senate,  March,  1865.] 

JOSEPH  SEGAE  AND  JOHN  C.  UNDERWOOD, 

of  Virginia. 

February  17, 1865,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Segrar,  elected  to  All  the  unexpired  term  ending  March  3, 
1869,  of  Lemuel  J.  Bowden,who  died  January  2, 1864,  were  presented.  Amotion  was  made  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  After  debate  it  was  ordered  that  they  lie  on 
the  table.  It  appears  from  the  debate  that  the  question  raised  was  whether  the  body  electing  Mr. 
Hegfar  was  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  a  great  part  of  that  State  being  in  rebellion.  Extracts  from 
remarks  given  below  show  the  grounds  upon  which  certain  Senators  proceeded. 

March  9, 1865,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Underwood,  elected  for  the  term  beginning  March  4, 1865,  were 
presented.  The  credentials  of  Mr.  Segar  were  taken  from  the  files  and  presented  to  the  Senate.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  of  both  credentials  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Ck>ngres8.  Mr.  Segar  and  Mr.  Underwood  were  elected  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  legisla- 
ture.    No  further  action  was  taken  on  the  credentials. 

February  18, 1879,  a  resolution  passed  the  Senate  that  there  be  paid  to  Mr.  Segar  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Senate  the  sum  of  $5,000.  in  full  compensation  for  his  expenses  in  prosecuting  his 
claim.  A  petition  for  like  compensation  has  been  made  by  the  representatives  of  Mr.  Underwood, 
deceased,  on  which  there  have  been  favorable  reports,  but  no  further  action  by  the  Senate. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transoriptof  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  2d  sess.  38th  Cong.,  and  extracts  from  remarks  of  several  Senators.  A 
transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  allowance  of  compensation,  from  Senate 
Journals,  43d-48th  Cong.,  with  the  reports  thereon,  are  also  given. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Friday,  February  17,  1865. 

Mr.  Wiliey  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hoh.  Joseph  Segar,  elected  a  Senator  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  hy  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  Lemuel  J.  Bowden;  which  were  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sumner  that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Howard  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sumner  by  adding  thereto 
the  words ''  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  election 
returns  and  qualifications  of  the  clnimant,'' 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman  that  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  'McDougall  raised  a  question  of  order,  to  wit:  That  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion being  a  question  of  privilege,  affecting  the  organization  of  the  Senate,  the  motion 
to  lie  on  the  table,  which  precluded  debate,  was  not  in  .order. 

The  President  pro  tempore  decided  that  a  question  of  privilege,  when  brought  before 
the  Senate  for  its  action,  was  subject,  like  other  questions,  to  such  motion  as  any  Sen- 
ator may  think  proper  to  submit;  and  decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman  was  in 
order. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  McDougall  appealed ;  and  the  question  being  -submitted  to  the 
Senate,  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Senate?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained;  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  that  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  29,  nays  13. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDougall,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affinuative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Buckalew,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Collamer,  Conness,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Farwell,  Foster,  Hale,  Harlan,  How- 
ard, Howe,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Nye,  Powell,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Ten 
Eyck,  Trumbull,  Wade,  Wilkinson,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Dixon,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Nesmith,  Pomeroy,  Richardson,  Saulsbury,  Van 
•Winkle,  WUley,  and  Wright. 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  845-849  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2, 2d  sess.  38th 
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Thursday,  31arch  9,  1865. 

Mr.  Doolittle  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  John  C.  Underwood,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  legislatare  of  Virginia  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  A.  D.  1866;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner, 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  credentials  be  postponed  to  the  next 

session  of  Congress. 

******* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Willey,  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Segar,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  l^islatnre  of  Virginia,  were  taken  from  the  files  and  presented  to  the  Senate ;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Willey, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1433, 1434  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
38th  Cong.] 

[ReniarkB  of  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Massachusetts,  in  favor  of  reference  to  a  comraittee  of  Mr.  Se^ar's  cre- 
dentials, delivered  February  17, 1865,  and  taken  from  page  846  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part 
2,  2d  se8S.3ith  Cong.] 

'^  I  regret  that  a  question  of  this  magnitude  has  been  precipitated  upon  the  Senate  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session  when  there  is  so  much  public  business  which  has  not  yet 
received  the  attention  of  either  House  of  Congress.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  does 
not  exaggerate  its  magnitude.  Sir,  it  is  much  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  pertaining  to  that  office — powers  and  privileges,  legis- 
lative, diplomatic,  and  executive;  and  the  question  now  is  whether  all  these  extraoSi- 
nary  powers  and  privileges  shall  be  recognized  in  a  gentleman  whose  certificate  has  been 
sent  to  the  Chair.  I  thought  it  my  duty,  on  hearing  that  certificate  read  as  I  entered 
the  Chamber,  to  move  at  once  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I  am 
astonished  that  there  can  be  any  hesitation  in  making  that  reference.  Sir,  Senators  who 
hesitate  show  an  insensibility  to  the  character  of  the  question.  Is  the  Senate  ready  to 
act  blindfolded  or  with  the  eyes  oi)en  ?  I  insist  that  on  a  question  of  this  miignitude 
the  Senate  shall  act  with  the  eyes  open,  wide  open;  and  I  know  no  other  way  in  which 
they  can  be  brought  to  act  so  except  through  the  intervention  of  a  respon.sible  committee 
of  this  body.  Therefore,  sir,  I  proposed  that  the  credentials  should  be  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee. It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  committee,  as  my  friend  from  Michigan  has  suggested, 
to  consider  in  the  first  place  whether  a  State  in  armed  rebellion  like  Virginia  can  have 
Senators  on  this  floor.  That  is  a  great  question,  constitutional,  political,  practical.  It 
will  be  their  duty,  then,  to  consider  in  the  next  place  whether  the  gentleman  whose  cre- 
dentials have  b^n  presented  has  been  chosen  legally  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
Unit^  States  by  any  State.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  prejudge  either  of  these  ques- 
tions.    I  simply  open  them  now  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

*'  I  say,'  sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  prejudge  these  questions;  but  I  do  insist  that  a  measure 
of  this  importance  shall  not  be  acted  on  without  due  C4)nsideration,  and  in  absolute  in- 
difference to  those  facts  which  now  stare  us  in  the  face,  glaring  upon  us  every  day  in 
every  newspaper  that  we  read.  Sir,  you  cannot  be  insensible  to  facts.  It  is  in  vain 
that  Senators  say  that  Virginia,  now  in  war  against  the  Union,  is  entitled  to  repre- 
resentation  on  this  floor,  when  you  have  before  you  the  inexorable  fact  that  the  greater 
I>ait  of  that  State  is  at  this  moment  in  possession  of  an  armed  rebellion,  and  when  you 
have  before  you  the  other  fact  filling  almost  all  the  newspapers  of  the  land  that  the  body 
of  men  who  have  undertaken  to  send  a  Senator  to  Congress  are  little  more  than  the  com- 
mon coancil  of  Alexandria;  and  you  have  the  question  distinctly  presented  to  you 
whether  a  representative  of  the  common  council  of  Alexandria  is  to  enter  this  Chamber 
and  share  the  same  x>owers  and  privileges  of  my  honorable  friend  near  me,  the  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Morgan],  or  my  friend  farther  from  me,  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Cowan  j.  I  merely  open  these  points  without  now  undertaking  to  decide 
them,  but  simply  as  an  unanswerable  argument  in  favor  of  the  reference  to  the  commit- 
tee." 

[Extract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Willey,  of  West  Virginia,  in  favor  of  allowing  Mr.  ScKar  to  be  at  once 
admitted  to  his  seat.  Delivered  February  17, 1865,  and  taken  from  page  84K  of  the  Congressional 
Olobe,  part  2,  2d  sess.  38th  Cong.] 

*'Bnt  the  honorable  Senator  and  those  who  think  with  him  have  taken  the  ground 
that  Virginia  is  not  entitled  to  representation  on  this  floor.  Why,8ir,  has  not  tlie  Senate 
recognized  the  fact  that  she  is  entitled  to  such  representation  during  the  whole  of  the 
session  aqd  daring  the  whole  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  ?    Has  there  not  been  a  Sen 
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ator  representing  the  State  of  Virginia  on  this  floor,  participating  in  the  proceedings  of 
this  body,  recording  his  yeas  and  nays,  and  to  the  extent  of  his  vote  controlling  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress?  Has  he  not  been  recognized  without  a  murmur  and  without  a  word 
of  objection  ?  So  far  as  that  fact  is  concerned  I  hold  that  the  Senate  is  barred  by  its 
own  action,  that  it  should  have  excluded  the  honorable  gentleman  who  represents  Vir- 
ginia on  the  floor  already  if  Virginia  be  not  entitled  as  a  State  to  representation  on  this 
floor.  I  put  it  to  Senators  to  say,  if  Mr.  Bowden  had  been  living  to-day,  whether  he 
would  not  have  been  allowed  to  occupy  his  seat  without  let  or  hindrance,  without  any 
objection,  the  same  as  his  honorable  colleague  has  been  allowed  to  occupy  his  seat  with- 
out objection.  I  say,  therefore,  the  action  of  the  Senate  itself  has  recognized  the  fact 
not  only  that  Virginia  is  entitled  to  representation  on  this  floor,  but  that  she  has  been  and 
is  represented  on  this  floor;  and  so  long  as  the  honorable  Senator  who  represents  Vir- 
ginia here  is  allowed  to  retain  his  seat  it  strikes  me  that  it  is  not  competent  for  the 
Senate  to  say  that  Virginia  is  not  entitled  to  representation  on  this  floor. 

'*  I  fully  concur  in  all  that  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  this  question. 
I  know  very  well,  for  I  have  been  enabled  to  see  it  and  to  feel  it  personally,  with  what 
eager  desire  the  loyal  population  of  Virginia  are  looking  to  the  action  of  Congress  in  this 
respect  to  sustain  the  legislature  at  Alexandria.  I  know  how  all  the  northwest  portion 
of  Virginia,  now  comi>06ing  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  was  brought  in  around  the  loyal 
legislature  of  Wheeling,  forming  a  nucleus,  until  the  whole  State  was  brought  under 
the  flag  of  the  Union  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  and  I  know 
that  such  will  be  the  result  in  Virginia  if  its  loyal  legislature  is  sustained.  County 
after  county — such  is  my  information  from  beyond  the  lines  to-day,  h&ving  letters  in 
abundance  to  that  eflect-— eagerly  desire  for  the  time  to  come  when  they  shall  be  relieved 
of  the  power  of  the  rebellion,  that  they  may  reorganize  the  old  government  of  Virginia 
around  the  legislature  of  Alexandria. 

'^But,  sir,  it  is  a  fact,  not  only  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  has  recognized  the 
existence  of  Virginia  as  a  State,  and  her  right  to  b©  represented  on  this  floor,  but  the 
executive  branch  of  the  €k>vemment  has  done  so,  I  imagine;  for  I  saw  it  stated  in  the 
papers  the  other  day  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  transmitted  the  constitutional 
amendment  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  to  the  executive  of  Virginia,  and  through  him  it 
was  sent  to  the  legislature  to  be  acted  upon,  and  that  legislature  had  acted  upon  it 
and  ratified  the  amendment.  We  shall  place  ourselves  in  a  singular  position  if  we  reject 
a  gentleman  who  comes  here  accredited  with  a  certificate  of  election  in  due  form  and 
repulse  him  from  our  doors  and  refuse  to  allow  him  a  seat  on  the  floor  when  we  have 
another  member  representing  the  same  State  upon  the  floor  and  when  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Grovemment  recognizes  the  Virginia  legislature  at  Alexandria  as  the  true 
legislature,  and  Governor  Peirpoint  as  the  true  and  legitiniate  governor  of  Virginia.  I 
trust  that  this  matter  will  not  be  referred  at  aU,  but  that  we  will  hold  out  the  induce- 
ment to  the  loyal  people  of  Vii^nia  to  rally  around  the  loyal  legislature  at  Alexan- 
dria." 

[Remarks  of  Mr.  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  accompanying  his  motion  that  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Segar  be 
laid  on  the  table.  Delivered  February  17, 1865.  and  taken  fk>om  pages  848, 849  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess.SSth  Ck>ng.] 

"  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  Senate  one  or  two  considerations  on  this  subject,  and  I  shall 
clo^e  my  remarks  by  submitting  a  motion  that  is  not  debatable. 

''The  credentiaLs  presented  to  us  purport  to  show  that  this  gentleman  was  elected  a 
member  of  this  body  on  the  8th  day  of  December  last,  and  the^bear  date  on  the  12th  day 
of  December  last.  They  have  been  held  by  him  for  more  than  sixty  days.  Every  intelli- 
gent man  must  have  known  that  the  presentation  of  these  credentials  would  give  rise  to 
debate,  would  involve  grave  political  questions  about  which  there  are  radical  difierences 
of  opinion  in  this  body  and  throughout  the  country.  The  condition  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  condition  of  the  rebel  States,  the  eflect  of  the  rebellion,  all  these  matters  are 
involved  in  the  question  now  presented  to  the  Senate.  This  gentleman  holding  these 
papers  might  at  any  moment  have  presented  them  as  a  privileged  question,  and  have 
stopped  all  the  businesss  of. this  body  until  they  were  dispK)6ed  of,  either  referred  or  acted 
upon.  Now,'  I  ask  the  Senator  whether  it  is  reasonable  for  us  at  this  period  of  the  ses- 
sion to  stop  our  deliberations,  when  all  the  important  bills  of  the  session  remain  unacted 
upon,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  question  ?  When  this  gentleman  has  had  these 
papers  in  his  possession  for  more  than  sixty  days,  when  he  had  the  right  at  any  day  to 
present  them  and  call  on  us  to  decide  the  question  raised  by  them,  is  it  reasonable,  I 
ask,  to  present  them  at  this  period  of  the  session,  and  ask  us  to  postpone  all  the  impor- 
tant business  of  the  session  for  the  purpose  of  considering  them  ?  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
not;  and,  therefore,  without  going  into  t^e  merits  of  the  proposition,  which  is  a  very 
grave  and  difficult  one,  upon  which  I  mvself  have  not  made  up  my  opinion,  although  I 
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have  read  and  thought  a  great  deal  about  it,  I  submit  whether,  under  the  circumstiinces, 
the  best  disposition  is  not  to  leave  the  question  to  be  settled  by  the  next  Congres- . 

*'  The  State  of  Virginia  is  now  represented  by  one  Senator  in  this  body.  The  State  of 
West  Virginia  is  ably  represented  by  two  Senators.  The  Senator-elect,  or  theperson 
who  claims  to  act  as  the  Senator-elect  from  Virginia,  has  slept  upon  his  rights  for  sixty, 
ay,  seventy  days.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  for  the  short  period  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  only  fifteen  days,  it  is  scarcely  worth  while  for  us  to  delay  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  country  and  stop  and  deliberate  upon  his  right  to  a  seat  which 
at  any  rate  will  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next.  The  question  when  presented  to  the 
next  Congress  will  be  one  that  we  shall  have  ample  time  to  decide.  It  will  be  presented 
at  the  threshold  on  the  4t.h  of  March  next.  No  doubt  then  a  gentleman  claiming  to  be 
a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia  will  present  his  credentials.  Then  we  can  take  up 
the  matter  and  determine  it.  We  can  take  time,  we  can  deliberate,  we  can  get  full  in- 
formation on  the  subject;  and  we  can  dispose  of  these  grave  political  questions  without 
interfering  with  the  public  business.  Now  we  cannot.  Under  the  circumstances,  there-; 
fore,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  a  motion  that  the  credentials  do  lie  upon  the  table." 

[Eztnict  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  maintaining  that  the  case  of  Virsrinia  stood 
on  different  gn^unds  from  that  of  Arkansas,  in  regard  to  which  the  Committee  on  tiie  Judiciary 
had  recommended  a  postponement  of  the  question  until  the  next  session  of  Congress.  Delivered 
March  9, 1865,  and  taken  from  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  seas.  38th  Cong.] 

**In  relation  to  the  State  of  Virginia  I  think  every  Senator  can  easily  see  that  it 
stands  on  very  different  ground  perhaps  from  any  of  the  other  States  from  which  Sena- 
tors have  appeared  with  their  credentials.  The  State  of  Virginia,  as  such,  has  been  recog- 
nized by  this  Government  in  every  form,  by  the  executive  department,  and  by  Congress. 
By  legislative  action  we  have  recognized  the  government  of  Virginia  as  the  legitimate 
government  of  that  State,  for  it  was  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  that  State  that 
we  acted  when  we  agreed  to  a  division  of  the  State  of  Virginia  into  West  Virginia  and 
East  Virginia.  .  Whether  the  action  of  Congress  was  "wise  or  unwise  in  consenting  to  the 
erection  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia  is  not  a  question  which  is  now  to  be  disbassS.  The 
Government  has  in  every  form  recognized  that  State.  We  had  until  the  4th  day  of  March 
a  Senator  from  that  State,  after  the  division  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  When  West  Virginia 
was  represented  by  two  Senators  on  this  floor  we  had  two  Senators  still  from  old  Vir- 
ginia, one  of  whom  died  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  Hon.  Mr.  Bowden,  and  the  other 
of  whom  remained  until  the  4th  day  of  March  last.  So  that  by  the  action  of  this  body 
we  have  recognized  the  existence  of  the  State  of  Virginia — I  mean  the  old  State  of  Vir- 
ginia independent  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia. 

*  *  *  ^t  *  »  * 

^  *  I  will  finish  in  a  word  all  that  I  desire  to  say.  The  Presidential  proclamation  declaring 
the  population  of  certain  States  to  be  in  insurrection  excepted  from  its  operation  the  coun- 
ties of  Alexandria  city  and  county,  Berkeley,  Accomac,  Northampton,  Princess  Anne,  Nor- 
folk, Norfolk  city,  Portsmouth  city,  and  Elizabeth  city  and  county,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
containing  a  population  of  over  175,000;  and  these  counties  are  now  represented  in  the 
legislature  at  Alexandria. 

'*  But,  Mr.  President,  I  see  that  the  Senate  do  not  desire  to  take  up  and  dispose  of 
any  of  these  questions  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  Senators  from  any  of  these  States 
at  the  present  session;  and  my  purpose  in  rising  now  is  not  to  press  any  such  action  on 
the  Senate,  but  simply  to  state  in  answer  to  what  fell  from  some  Senators  that  this  case 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  may  in  some  respects  stand  on  a  different  footing  in  relation  to 
the  proclamation  declaring  States  in  insurrection,  from  the  other  States,  because  of  the 
action  of  Congress  already  in  recognizing  the  government  which  is  denominated  the 
iPeirpoint  government  as  being  the  true  government  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  with  which 
we  have  dealt,  upon  whose  action  we  have  suffered  the  erection  o^  a  new  State  within 
the  limits  of  Virginia,  so  that  we  may  be  already  committed  on  that  subject  in  a  differ- 
ent form  from  what  we  are  in  relation  to  these  other  States.  I  agree  with  the  Senatof 
from  Missouri  in  relation  to  all  of  them,  that  it  is  our  duty  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment  to  take  these  free  States  by  the  hand  and  give  them  the  moral  support-  of  our 
recognition.' 
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[First  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress.] 

Monday,  December  8,  1873. 

Mr.  Lewie  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Segar,  praying  to  be  allowed  pay  as  a 
Senator  fit>m  Virginia  in  1863;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  an4 
Elections. 
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Thursday,  February  5,  1874. 

Mr.  Lewis  prescntojl  the  petition  ot  Joseph  Sejj^ar,  prayiDg  compensation  as  a  Senator 
from  Virginia  in  IKi.'Jand  186'4;  \vhich  ^Yas  velcricd  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  121:5  of  th(^  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  2.] 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress.] 

Wednesday,  February  15,  1876. 

Mr.  Withers  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  ■  Segar,  praying  to  be  allowed  pay  as  a 
Senator  from  Virginia  in  18()3;  which  was  reterrcd  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Monday,  February  21,  1876. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wriglit, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Segar,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress.] 

Satubday,  March  3,   1877. 

Mr.  Wadleigh  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
' '  Kemived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  ]ye,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed 
to  pay  to  Joseph  Segar  compensation  imd  mileage  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  fbom 
the  date  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Lemuel  J.  Bowden  to  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  said 
Segur  was  elected. ' ' 

[The  debate*  is  found  on  pages  2195,  2106  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  v,  part  3.] 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.] 

Wednesday,  December  12, 1877. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Withers, 

Ordered  J  That  the  papers  of  Joseph  Segar,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Thursday,  June  13, 1878. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Joseph  Segar,  submitted  a  report  (No.  509)  thereon,  accompanied. by  the 
following  resolution.     (Resolution  given  at  end  of  report. ) 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE,  t 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Wadleigh  (chairman),  Mitchell,  Cameron  of 
Wisconsin,  McMillan,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Hill.] 

In  THE  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
June  13,  1878. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  following 
report : 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
.Joseph  Segar^  asking  for  payment  of  his  salary  and  mileage  as  Senator  from  December  8, 
A.  D.  1HG4,  to  March  4,  18(59,  have  considered  the  same,  and  respectfully  report: 

If  the  petitioner  had  been  admitted  to  the  seat  which  he  claimed,  his  salary  and  mile- 
sv^e  would  have  amounted  to  more  than  $21,000.  He  was  not  admitted,  andliaving 
never  performed  the  duties  of  a  Senator,  under  the  most  recent  precedent  he  is  not  eu- 
titled  to  compensation  and  mileage  as  such.  By  the  same  precedent,  if  he  prosecuted  in 
^^(kkI  faith  and  on  reasonable  grounds  a  claim  for  such  seat,' he  should  be  allowed  a  mod- 
tTute  compensation  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  such  prosecution. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1863,  Mr.  Bowden  was  elected  Senator  for  Virginia  by  the 
legislature  assembled  at  Wheeling,  the  great  portion  of  Virginia,  including  Richmond, 
its  former  seat  of  government,  being  then  in  rebellion.  He  was  admitted  to  his  seat,  the 
Senate  thereby  recognizing  the  legal  existence  of  the  State  he  represented.     West  Vir- 

*  This  debate  took  place  on  a  previous  proeeedinK  not  found  in  the  Senate  Journal.  The  resolu- 
tion was  first  offered  an  an  amendment  to  a  resolution  annulling  the  resolution  b;^  which  WiUiam 
K.  Sebastian  w%s  expelled. 

t  Taken  Arom  Senate  Reports,  vol.  2,  2d  sess.  45tb  Cong.,  No.  609, 
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ginia  was  then  erected  Into  a  separate  State.  The  legislature  of  Virginia  assemhled  at 
Alexandria  and  con  tinned  the  functions  of  a  State  legislature  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Bowden 
continued  to  represent  Virginia  in  the  Senate  until  his  death,  on  the  2d  of  January,  186-1. 
December  8,  1864,  the  petitioner  was  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Bowden,  and  prosecuted  his 
claim  with  diligence.  The  Alexandria  government  was  recognized  as  a  valid  State  or- 
ganization by  President  Lincoln  in  his  amnesty  proclamation  of  December  8,  1863.  it 
gave  its  constitutional  assent  to  the  adoptionof  the  thirteenth  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  tho  United  States,  and  its  lussent  is  treated  by  Mr.  Seward  in  his  proclamation 
announcing  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  as  necessary  thereto. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  petitioner  was  well  warranted  in  presenting  his  claim 
to  a  scat  in  the  Senate.  If  the  practice  then  prevailing  were  now  acted  upon  he  would 
receive  full  salary  and  mileage.  The  Senate  in  the  cases  of  Ray  and  McMillan,  at  the 
present  session,  preferred  to  allow  to  such  claimants  only  a  compensation  for  reasonable 
and  moderate  expenses.  As  this  is  a  new  rule,  it  would  be  clearly  unjust  to  require  of 
claimants  to  furnish  minute  items  and  vouchers.  We  think  the  sum  of  $5,000  a  reason- 
able and  moderate  allowance  to  Mr.  Segar  for  three  years'  prosecution  of  his  claim.  We 
iherelbre  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  resolution: 

Beaolved,  That  there  be  allcwed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to 
Joseph  Segar  the  sum  of  $5,000,  in  full  compensatioa  for  his  expenses  in  prosecuting  his 
claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.] 

Tuesday,  February  18,  1879. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  following  resolution: 

'^Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate 
to  Joseph  Segar  the  sum  of  $5,000,  in  full  compensation  for  his  expenses  in  prosecuting 
his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia ; " 

And  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  aflfirmative — yeas  34,  nays  24. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sargent,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bamum,  Blaine,  Bumside, 
Butler,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chaffee,  Conover,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dawes,  Dor- 
sey,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Garland,  Gordon,  Grover,  Hill,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Jones  of  Florida, 
Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Matthews,  Merrimon,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Paddock,  Saunders, 
Sharon,  Teller,  Voorhees,  Wadleigh,  Windom,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard,  Booth,  Cameron  of 
Pennsylvania,  Cockrell,  Coke,  Conkling,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Eaton,  Harris,  Keman,  Mc- 
Creery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Maxey,  Morrill,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Rollins,  Sargent, 
Saulsbury,  Spencer,  Wallace,  and  Whyte. 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

And  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  it  pass. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  151 3-1515  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  viii,  part  2.  ] 

CLAIM  OF  BEPBESENTATITES  OF  MB.  UNDEBWOOD,  DECEASED. 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.] 

Satubday,  February  22,  1879. 

Mr.  Withers  presented  the  petition  of  Maria  G.  Underwood,  administratrix  of  the 
estate  of  John  C.  Underwood,  deceased,  praying  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  alleged 
expenses  incident  to  his  election  as  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Virginia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commit4«e  on  Privil^es  and  Elections. 

« 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.] 

Tuesday,  January  24,  1882. 

Mr.  Walker  presented  the  petition  of  Maria  G.  Underwood,  praying  an  allowance  to 
her  as  the  administratrix  of  J.  C.  Underwood,  deceased,  on  account  of  the  election  of 
the  said  J.  C.  Underwood  to  the  United  States  Senate;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections. 
S  E  Q 17 
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Monday,  May  29,  1882. 

Mr.  Lapham,  £rom  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Maria  G.  Underwood,  snbmitted  a  report  (No.  656)  thereon  acoompanied 
by  the  following  reeolntion;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous 
consent.     [Resolution  given  at  end  of  report  ] 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEB.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Hoar  (chairman),  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Teller, 
Sherman,  Frye,  Sanl^bnry,  Hill  of  Georgia,  Vance,  and  Pogh.] 

Ik  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
May  29, 1882.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lapham,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Maria 
G.  Underwood,  administratnx  of  John  C.  Underwood,  deceased,  asking  payment  for 
salary  and  mileage  of  the  said  John  C.  Underwood  from  the  4th  of  March,  1865,  to  the 
4th  of  March,  1^1,  have  considered  the  same,  and  respectfrilly  report: 

That  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1864,  the  petitioner's  intestate  was  duly  elected  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1865;  that  he  received  a  certificate  of  such  election  in  tiie  words  and  figures  following: 

Virginia,  to  toU: 

The  legislature  of  this  State  having,  on  the  ninth  day  of  December,  1864,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  chosen  John  C.  Underwood,  esquire,  a  Senator 
from  this  State  for  six  years  from  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  I,  Francis  H.  Peirpoint, 
being  governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  do  hereby  certify  the  same  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  this  the  fourteenth  day  De- 
c^nber  1864. 

[SEALOFYISaiNIA.]  P.  H.  PEIRPOINT. 

By  the  governor:  

W.  J.  COWING, 
Secrekary  of  the  OofumowweaUh. 

That  the  said  John  C.  Underwood  duly  presented  his  certificate  and  credentials  as 
aforesaid,  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1865,  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
effbrts  to  obtain  his  seat  in  the  said  Senate,  traveling  from  his  home  in  Virginia  to  the 
dty  of  Washington  from  time  to  time,  and  incurred  a  very  considerable  expenditure  of 
time  and  money  in  so  doing;  that  on  the  same  day  of  the  election  of  said  Jolm  C.  Under- 
wood one  Joseph  Segar  was  also  duly  elected  a  Senator  from  said  State  and  presented  his 
credentials  to  the  Senate;  that  neitlier  the  said  Segar  nor  the  said  Underwood  were  ad- 
mitted to  take  their  seats  in  the  Senate;  that  the  said  S^gar  duly  presented  his  memorial 
to  the  Senate  during  the  Forty-fifth  Congress,  at  its  second  session,  asking  payment  for 
his  salary  and  mileage  as  Senator  from  the  9th  of  December,  1864,  to  the  4th  of  March, 
1869,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  the  com- 
mittee recommended  the  passage  of  a  resolution  in  words  and  figures  following: 

' '  Resolved  J  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fond  of  the  Senate  to 
Joseph  Segar  the  sum  of  $5,000,  in  taU  compensation  for  his  exi)en8es  in  xyrosecuting  his 
claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia. '^ 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  the  amount  therein  named  was  paid 
to  the  said  Segar.  The  report  of  tlie  committee  in  Segar's  case  contained  the  following 
statements: 

^  ^  If  the  petitioner  had  been  admitted  to  the  s^t  w(hich  he  claimed,  his  salary  and  mile- 
age would  have  amounted  to  more  than  $21,000.  He  was  not  admitted  and  having  never 
performed  the  duties  of  a  Senator,  under  the  most  recent  precedent  he  is  not  entitied  to 
compensation  and  mileage  as  such.  By  the  same  precedent,  if  he  prosecuted  in  good 
faith  and  on  reasonable  grounds  a  claim  for  such  seat,  he  should  be  allowed  a  moderate 
compensation  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  saik  prosecution." 

On  the  23d  day  of  February,  1863,  the  legislature  of  Virginia  assembled  at  Wheeling,  • 
in  said  State,  the  greater  portion  of  the  State,  including  the  city  of  Richmond,  its  former 
seat  of  government,  being  then  in  rebellion,  and  elected  one  Bowden  a  United  States 
Senator  from  that  State.    Said  Bowden  was  admitted  to  his  seat,  the  Senate  thereby 

■  ■--■—-■  ■  ■■■  ■  -■  —  -■..■■I,.  ■■  ■  M^l^— — — i^W^— ^^  I     I  HP^i^— Ml    ^^    ^1^.^— M^-^ 

*  Taken  from  Senate  Beporto,  lot  sess.  47th  Cong.,  No.  66<|. 
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recognizing  the  legal  existence  of  the  legislatare  which  elected  him.  West  Virginia,  in- 
cluding the  city  of  Wheeling,  was  then  erected  into  a  separate  State.  The  legislature  of 
Virginia,  after  such  formation  of  a  new  State,  assembled  at  the  city  of  Alexandria  and 
continued  the  functions  of  a  State  legislature  of  Virginia.  Said  Bowden  died  on  the  2d 
of  January,  18G4,  and  said  Segar  was  elected  to  succeed  him  at  the  same  time  of  the 
election  of  John  C.  Underwood,  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  in  Segar's  case  further  reported  as  follows: 

**The  Alexandria  government  was  recognized  as  a  valid  State  organization  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  in  his  amnesty  proclamation  of  December  8, 1863.  It  gave  its  constitutional 
assent  to  the  adoption  of  the  thirteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  assent  is  treated  by  Mr.  Seward  in  his  proclamation  announcing  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  as  necessary  thereto. 

"Under  these  circumstances,  the  petitioner  was  well  warranted  in  presenting  his  claim 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate.  If  the  practice  then  prevailing  were  now  acted  upon  he  would 
receive  full  salary  and  mileage.  The  Senate  in  the  cases  of  Ray  and  McMillen,  at  the 
present  session,  preferred  to  allow  to  such  claimants  only  a  compensation  for  reasonable 
and  moderate  expenses.  As  this  is  a  new  rule,  it  would  be  clearly  unjust  to  require  of 
claimants  to  furnish  minute  items  and  vouchers.  We  think  the  sum  of  $5,000  a  reason- 
able and  moderate  allowance  to  Mr.  Segar  for  three  years*  prosecution  of  his  claim.  We 
therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  resolution.'' 

The  cases  of  said  Underwood  and  Segar  are  alike  in  all  respects,  except  the  terms  for 
which  they  were  chosen.  It  is  true  no  actual  service  as  Senator  was  rendered  by  either, 
but  each  stood  ready  to  perform  his  duties^vhenever  the  Senate  should  allow  it;  that  the 
said  Underwood  performed  no  such  service  was  the  fault  of  the  Senate,  not  his.  The 
precedents  fully  justify  the  allowance  to  said  Segar  and  the  allowance  asked  by  the 
petitioner.  The  House  of  Representatives  has  frequently  paid  large  sums  of  money  to 
unsuccessful  contestants  for  seats  in  that  body;  and  the  Senate,  at  the  same  session  during 
which  the  allowance  was  made  to  Segar,  also  paid  Messrs.  Ray  and  McMillen,  and  has 
also  paid  two  claimants  for  seats  from  the  State  of  Greorgia,  although  none  of  them  were 
allowed  to  occupy  their  seats  in  the  Senate.  The  valuable  services  rendered  by  said 
Underwood  to  the  Government  in  its  struggle  for  national  supremacy  are  matters  of  his- 
tory and  need  not  be  here  repeated.  We  think  the  sum  allowed  and  paid  to  Mr.  Segar 
is  a  precedent  which  should  be  followed  in  this  case,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to 
Maria  G.  Underwood,  administratrix  of  Jolm  C.  Underwood,  deceased,  the  sum  of  $6,000, 
in  full  compensation  for  the  time  and  expenses  of  said  John  C.  Underwood  in  prosecuting 
his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the*  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Viiginio. 

Wednesday,  June  7,  1882. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lapham,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  reported  by  him  on  the  29th  ultimo  from  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections,  to  pay  Maria  G.  Underwood,  administratrix,  $5,000  in  full  com- 
pensation for  expenses  of  John  C.  Underwood  in  prosecuting  his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

After  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4616-4618  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  xiii,  part5r] 

[Seo(md  session  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.] 

Satubday,  March  3,  1883. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lapham,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  reported  by  Jiim  May  29, 1882,  to  pay  Maria  G.  Underwood  $5,000 
in  fall  compensation  for  expenses  of  John  C.  Underwood  in  prosecuting  his  claim  to  a 
seat  in  l^e  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Aiter  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

[Hie  debate  is  found  on  pages  3697-3706  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  xiv,  part  4.] 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress.] 

Monday,  December  10,  1883. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Maria  G.  Underwood,  on  the  files  of  the  Sei^- 
ate,  be  xeierred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 
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Friday,  June  30,  1884. 

Mr.  Lapham.  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Eieetiozis,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Mrs.  >Iaria  G.  Underwood,  administratrix  of  John  C.  Underwood,  de- 
cea'ted,  sobmitted  a  report  (No.  74Sj  thereon,  accompanied  bv  the  following  resolntioii 
for  consideration.     [Resolation  fonnd  at  end  of  report.] 

BEPOBT  OF  C0M3OTTEE.* 

[The  committee  coa^nsted  of  Messrs.  Hoar  (chairman),  Cam^tm  of  Wisccmsin,  Sher- 
man, Frye,  Lapham,  Saulsbnry,  Vance,  Pogh,  and  Jonas.] 

Is  THE  SEXATE  of  the  USTTED  STATES. 

JrXE  20,  1884. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Lapham,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  i>etition  of 
Maria  G.  Underwood,  administratrix  of  John  C.  Underwood,  deceased,  asking  payment 
for  salary  and  mileage  of  the  said  John  C.  Underwood  &om  the  4th  of  March,  1865,  to 
the  4th  of  March,  1871,  have  considered  the  same,  and  respectfully  report: 

That  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1864,  the  petitioner's  intestate  was  duly  elected  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1865;  that  he  received  a  certificate  of  snch  election  in  the  words  and  figures  following: 

Virginia,  to  wit: 

The  legislature  of  this  State  having,  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1864,  in  pursuance 
of  the  Con-stitution  of  the  United  States,  chosen  John  C.  Underwood,  esquire,  a  Senator 
from  this  State  for  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  I,  Francis  H.  Peirpoint, 
being  governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  do  hereby  certify  the  same  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  this  the  14th  day  of  Decem- 
ber  1864. 

[seal  of  viBOiiaA.]  F.  H.  PEIRPOINT. 

By  the  governor: 

W.  J.  COWING, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

That  the  said  John  C.  Underwood  duly  presented  his  certificate  and  credentials  as 
aforesaid,  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1865,  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
efToris  to  obtain  his  seat  in  the  said  Senate,  traveling  from  his  home  in  Virginia  to  the 
city  of  Washington  from  time  to  time,  and  incurred  a  very  considerable  expenditure  of 
time  and  money  in  so  doing;  that  on  the  same  day  of  the  election  of  said  John  C.  Un- 
derwood one  Joseph  S<»gar  was  also  duly  elected  a  Senator  from  said  State  and  presented 
his  credentials  to  the  Senate;  that  neither  the  said  Segar  nor  the  said  Underwood  were 
admitted  to  take  their  seats  in  the  Senate;  that  the  said  Segar  duly  presented  his  me- 
morial to  the  Senate  during  the  Forty-fifth  Congress,  at  its  second  session,  asking  pay- 
ment for  his  salary  and  mileage  as  Senator  from  the  9th  of  December,  1864,  to  the  4th 
of  March,  1869,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privil^es  and  Jllections,  and 
the  committee  recommended  the  passage  of  a  resolution  in  words  and  figures  following: 

'^Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate 
to  Joseph  Segar  the  sum  of  $5,000,  in  full  compensation  for  his  expenses  in  prosecuting 
his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia.** 

Which  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  the  amount  therein  named  was 
paid  to  the  said  Segat.  The  report  of  the  committee  in  Segar's  case  contained  the  fol- 
lowing statements: 

"If  the  petitioner  had  been  admitted  to  the  seat  which  he  claimed,  his  salary  and 
mileage  would  have  amounted  to  more  than  $21,000.  He  was  not  admitted,  and  having 
never  performed  the  duties  of  a  Senator,  under  the  most  recent  precedent  he  is  not  en- 
titled to  compensation  and  mileage  as  such.  By  the  same  precedent,  if  he  prosecuted 
in  good  faith  and  on  reasonable  grounds  a  claim  for  such  seat,  he  should  be  allowed  a 
moderate  compensation  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  such  prosecution.'* 

A  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia  were  opposed  to  the  secession  of  the  State' 
and  its  union  with  the  confederate  government.  After  the  ordinance  of  secession  was 
adopted,  about  fifty-five  counties  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  ^tate  united  in 
sending  delegates  to  the  convention  at  Wheeling,  on  the  11th  of  June,  1861. 

*  Taken  from  Senate  Reporta,  1st  seas.  48th  Cong.,  No.  748. 
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This  was  done  under  the  advice  of  the  Attomey-Greneral  and  of  President  Lincoln, 
that  such  counties  would  be  recognized  as  the  lawful  government  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia if  they  remained  loyal  to  the  Government.  The  convention  thus  assembled  chase 
a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  council  to  fill  the  ofiices  vacated  by  those  who  had 
seceded.  John  S.  Carlile  and  Waitman  T.  Willey  were  chosen  Urflted  States  Senators 
to  occupy  the  seats  vacated  by  Messrs.  Mason  and  Hunter.  They  were  admitted  to 
their  seats  in  the  Senate  at  the  exira  session  on  the  4th  of  July,  18G1.  Five  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  admitted  to  their  seats  in  that  body  at  the  same 
time,  and  thus  the  existence  and  validity  of  the  government  of  Virginia  were  recognized 
})y  both  Houses  of  Congress.  On  the  20th  of  August,  18G1,  the  conventioU  passed  an 
ordinance  to  provide  for  the  formation  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia.  Delegates  from 
the  counties  to  compose  the  new  State  met  in  convention  at  Wheeling,  framed  a  consti- 
tution for  the  new  State,  which  was  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  said  counties 
in  April,  1862,  and  ratified  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 

Governor  Peirpoint,  the  newly  installed  governor  of  Virginia,  called  an  extra  session 
of  the  legislature  for  the  6th  of  May,  1862,  at  which  session  an  act  was  passed  giving 
the  assent  of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  formation  of  the  new  State.  This'  consent, 
with  a  copy  of  the  proposed  constitution,  were  transmitted  to  Congress  with  an  applica- 
tion for  the  admission  of  West  Virginia  as  a  new  State.  Congress  passed  an  act  provid- 
ing for  its  admission,  which  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1862,  and  West  Virginia  thus  became  a  State  in  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States.  The  act  provided  that  until  the  next  census  the  new  State  should  have 
three  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  legislature  at  Wheeling  passed 
an  act  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  government  from  Wheeling  to  Alexandria. 
An  election  for  State  officers  was  held  in  the  fall  of  1863.  Governor  Peirpoint  was  elected 
for  a  full  term.  Three  members  of  Congress  were  chosen,  and  a  Senator  to  take  the 
place  of  Mr.  Willey,  who  had  been  elected  a  Senator  from  the  new  State  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  Senators  and  Representatives  thus  chosen  took  their  seats  at  the  opening  of 
the  session  of  Congress  in  December,  1863,  and  continued  to  hold  them  until  the  close 
of  that  Congress,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1865,  except  Senator  Bowden,  who  died,  in  the 
winter  of  1865,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Segar  was  chosen  to  fill  his  place  lor  the  unexpired 
term. 

All  the»counties  represented  in  the  government  of  Alexandria,  as  well  as  those  com- 
posing the  State  of  West  Virginia,  were  excepted  from  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
declaring  certain  States  and  parts  of  States  in  rebellion,  and  were  recognized  by  the 
Government  as  loyal  to  the  United  States.  •  The  legislature  at  Alexandria  called  a  con- 
vention, which  forever  abolished  slavery  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  legislature 
adopted  the  thirteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  votes 
of  twenty-seven  States  were  required  to  make  the  ratification  of  the  thirteenth  amend- 
ment valid,  and  Virginia,  under  the  Alexandria  government,  made  the  twenty-seventh. 

If  Virginia  was  not  a  State  the  thirteenth  amendment  was  never  adopted,  and  slavery 
has  never  been  legally  abolished,  nor  has  West  Virginia  been  constitutionally  admitted 
as  a  State.  In  May,  1865,  President  Johnson  issued  a  proclamation  to  re-establish  the* 
authority  of  the  United  States  and  execute  the  laws  within  the  limits  ot  the  State  of 
Virginia,  recognizing  Governor  Peirpoint  as  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  directing  that 
he  should  be  aided,  so  far  as  might  be  necessary,  in  the  extension  of  the  State  govern- 
ment throngbont  the  limits  of  the  State. 

When  Congress  met  in  December,  1865,  the  war  had  closed,  and  the  State  of  Virginia, 
as  well  the  loyal  as  the  disloyal  portion,  with  the  other  disloyal  States,  were  on  some 
terms  to  be  restored  to  their  relations  with  the  Federal  Government.  On  the  first  day 
of  the  session  a  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  to  consider  that  subject  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  and 
providing  that  until  such  report  no  Senator  or  Member  should .  be  admitted  to  a  seat, 
and  that  the  credentials  of  all  Senators  and  Members  should  be  referred  to  said  commit- 
tee. When  the  resolution  came  up  in  the  Senate  for  action  Senator  Anthony  moved  to 
amend  the  enacting  clause  so  as  to  make  it  a  concurrent  instead  of  a  joint  resolution,  and 
also  mo\*ed  to  strike  out  the  following  words: 

**  And  until  such  report  shall  have  been  made,  and  final  action  by  Congress  on,  no 
member  shall  be  received  into  either  House  from  any  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States, 
and  all  papers  relating  to  the  representation  in  said  States  shall  be  referred  to  said  com- 
mittee without  debate.'* 

.  Senator  Anthony  stated  that  this  portion  of  the  resolution  was  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  made  the  Senate  the  excausive  judge  of  the  election  returns  and  quali- 
fications of  its  own  members  and  also  a  violation  of  the  pnictice  of  the  Senate  by  cutting 
off  debate.  Both  amendments  were  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  the  House  concurred  in 
the  resolation  as  amended. 

This  left  Messrs.  Segar  and  Underwood,  who  had  been  chosen  Senators  to  represent 
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Virj^inia  from  the  4th  of  March,  1865,  free  to  press  their  claims  to  the  seats  whinh  had 
lu-eii  oicupieil  in  the  Senate  since  the  reorganization  of  the  State  j^overnment  in  1861. 
It  was  their  duty  to  the  State  to  press  their  claims  to  such  seats,  and  they  wonhl  have 
violaied  their  obligations  of  honor  if  they  had  failed  to  do  so. 

The  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  made  no  report  until  the  month  of  June,  1866. 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  from  Tennessee  who  were  denied  their  seats  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  were  admitted  to  their  seats  in  the  month  of  July,  1866. 

The  Senators-elect  Irom  Virginia  had  a  right  to  expect  the  same  results,  and  in  good 
faith  pressed  their  claims  for  recognition. 

The  portion  of  Virginia  from  which  they  were  elected  was  expressly  excepted  from  the 
President's  proclamation  declaring  the  inhabitants  of  certain  States  to  be  in  rebellion, 
also  in  the  proclamation  of  emancipation  and  in  the  amnesty  proclamation. 

In  the  proclamation  of  emancipation  Virginia  was  included,  except  the  forty-eight 
counties  designated  as  West  Virginia,  and  also  the  counties  of  Berkeley,  Aecomac,  North- 
ampton, Elizabeth  City,  York,  Princess  Anne,  and  Norfolk,  including  the  cities  of  Nor- 
folk and  Portsmouth.  These  formed  the  State  of  Virginia,  after  the  cession  of  West 
Virginia,  and  had  a  population  entitling  the  State  to  three  Representatives  in  the  House. 
They  had  abolished  slavery  in  1864,  and  as  to  them  the  proclamation  was  unnecessary. 

The  government  of  Virginia,  as  organized  in  1861,  continued  its  functions,  notwith- 
standing the  reconstruction  acts,  until  Governor  Peirpoint's  term  expired  in  April,  1868. 
The  convention  that  framed  the  new  constitution  in  1867  expressly  validated  and  recog- 
nized as  binding  all  the  legislative  and  judicial  acts  of  the  State  of  Virginia  during  this 
whole  period. 

Still  later  on,  in  an  action  brought  by  the  State  of  Virginia  against  West  Virginia,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  affirmed  the  validity  of  the  State  government  of 
Virginia  and  held  that  its  assent  in  annexing  three  counties  to  West  Virginia,  which 
were  not  included  in  the  original  cession,  was  valid  and  binding  upon  the  State. 

Upon  these  facts  and  upon  the  precedents  long  established,  it  seems  to  your  committee 
that  Messrs.  Segar  and  Underwood  would  be  entitled  to  their  full  salaries  as  Senators. 
Mr.  Sykes,  of  Alabama,  who  had  been  elected  by  a  legislature  pronounced  by  the  Senate 
as  illegal,  was  allowed  his  compensation  and  mileage  from  March,  1873,  to  May,  1874,  the 
day  he  was  denied  his  seat.  Mr.  Pinch  back  was  allowed  pay  from  March,  1873,  when  he 
was  elected,  to  March,  1876,  when  he  was  refused  a  seat,  aggregating  $16,066.90. 

The  practice  of  the  Senate,  however,  in  this  respect  has  been  modified,  and  in  the 
cases  of  Ray  and  McMillen  a  compensation  for  reasonable  and  moderate  expenses  only 
was  allowed.  Following  this  rule,  the  Senate  allowed  Mr.  Segar  the  sum  of  $5,000  for 
his  expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  his  claim  without  an  itemized  or  detfiiled 
account  of  the  same. 

The  fact  that  Mr.  Underwood  held  and  was  receiving  a  salary  to  another  office  consti- 
tutes no  objection  to  such  allowance.  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  of 
the  Senate  have  been  granted  such  allowances  while  at  the  same  time  drawing  their 
salaries.  Messrs.  Kellogg,  Ingalls,  and  Butler  were  paid  their  expenses  under  similar 
circumstances.  If  it  was  the  duty  of  Judge  Underwood  to  make  an  effi>rt  to  obtain  his 
seat  he  should  be  paid  his  expenses,  although  he  could  not  accept  the  seat  when  awarded 
to  him  without  vacating  his  other  office. 

The  cases  of  said  Underwood  and  Segar  are  alike  in  all  respects,  except  the  terms  for 
which  they  were  chosen.  It  is  true  no  actual  service  as  Senator  was  rendered  by  either, 
but  each  stood  ready  to  perform  his  duties  whenever  the  Senate  should  allow  it;  that 
the  said  Underwood  performed  no  such  service  was  the  fault  of  the  Senate,  not  his.  The 
precedents  fully  justify  the  allowance  to  said  Segar  and  the  allowance  asked  by  the 
petitioner.  The  House  of  Representatives  has  frequently  paid  large  sums  of  money  to  un- 
successful contestants  for  seats  in  that  body ;  and  the  Senate,  at  the  same  session  during 
which  the  allowance  was  made  to  Segar,  also  paid  Messrs.  Ray  and  McMillen  although 
neither  of  them  were  allowed  to  occupy  their  seats  in  the  Senate.  The  valuable  services 
rendered  by  said  Underwood  to  the  Government  in  its  struggle  for  national  supremacy 
are  matters  of  history  and  need  not  here  be  repeated.  We  think  the  sum  allowed  and 
paid  to  Mr.  Segar  is  a  precedent  which  should  be  followed  in  this  case,  and  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allow^  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to 
Maria  G.  Underwood,  administratrix  of  John  G.  Underwood,  deceased,  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
in  full  compensation  for  the  time  and  expenses  of  the  said  John  C.  Underwood  in  prose- 
cuting his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Saturday,  July  5,  1884. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lapham,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  June  20,  1884,  to  pay  Maria  G.  Under- 
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wood,  widow  of  John.C.  Underwood,  the  snm  of  $5,000,  in  full  compensation  for  ex- 
penses of  said  John  C.  Underwood  in  prosecuting  his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Plumb,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  bill  S.  2203,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  fonnd  on  pages  6067-6070  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  xv,  part  6.] 


[Second  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Ck>ngrefiB.] 

Fbiday,  February  20,  1885. 

Mr.  Lapham  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
^^  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to  Alice  £.  Un- 
derwood, executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testtunent  of  Maria  G.  Underwood,  administra- 
trix of  John  C.  Underwood,  deceased,  the  sum  of  $5,000,  in  full  compensation  for  the 
time  and  expense  of  the  said  John  C.  Underwood  in  prosecuting  his  claim  to  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia." 

Saturday,  February  21,  1885. 

The  Presiding  Qfficer  (Mr.  Allison  in  the  chair)  laid  before  the  Senate  the  resolution 
yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Lapham,  to  pay  the  executrix  of  the  widow  of  John  C.  Un- 
derwood his  expenses  in  prosecuting  his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and  the  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Conting^t  Expenses  of  the 
Senate. 

Thursday,  February  26,  1885. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Nevada,  fVom  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Ex- 
penses of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Lapham  on 
the  20th'  instant,  to  pay  the  heirs  of  John  C.  Underwood  the  amount  of  his  expenses  in 
contesting  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1885.] 

Tuesday,  March  10,  1885. 

Mr.  Hoar  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate: 

^^ Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  to 
Alice  G.  Underwood,  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Maria  G.  Underwood, 
administratrix  of  John  C.  Underwood,  deceased,  the  sum  of  $5,000,  in  ftill  compensation 
for  the  time  and  expenses  of  the  said  John  C.  Underwood  in  prosecuting  his  daim  to  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Virginia. " 

Thursday,  Jforc*  19,  1885. 

Mr.  Chace,  £rom  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Hoar  on  the  10th  instant, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  late  John  C.  Underwood  in  prosecuting  his  daim  to  a  seat  in 
the  Senate,  reported  it  without  amendment. 
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th«  prwwdins:  joint  m^etinj^,  exiept  the  <«xteaith  mie,  in  liefa  of  which  the  rbllowtn^ 
wan  artopt<^: 

' '  JUj¥>fv^d.  That  no  candidate  .^hail  he  declared  elected  onleaB  upon  receiving  a  majority 
of  the  vot<*«  of  all  the  memhers  elected  Co  both  honaea  of  the  legiaiatnre.  '* 

After  havins;  appointed  variooji  officers  cmder  the  rules  whii^  had  hem  adopted  at  the 
amemhlin^  of  the  joint  meeting,  the  tbilowing  mle  was  adopted: 

' '  Remirjed,  That  the  vote  tor  ronnty  jodges  aod  conuniasicmeTS  of  deeds  be  taken  by 
aerdamation,  and  that  the  conndefl  in  which  vaeaoeies  exist  be  called  in  alphabetical 
order. 

Acting  nnder  thifl  mle,  quite  a  nomber  of  ofScera  were  ;i^pointed  by  acclamadiHi. 
}^ot  completing  itA  bnmnesH  the  joint  meeting  adjonmed  trova.  time  to  time  till  March  15. 
when  the  following  mle  wan  adopted: 

' '  lUwtred,  That  the  resolution  that  no  candidate  shall  be  declared  elected  onless  apon 
receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  monb^a  elected  to  both  hooaes  of  the  legialxk- 
tnre  be  r«»flcinded.  and  that  any  candidate  receiving  a  plurality  of  votes  of  the  members 
j^resent  shall  he  declared  dnly  elected. '^ 

Every  member  of  both  houses,  eighty-one  in  alL  was  present  and  voting  whai  the  above 
rewylntion  was  passed,  and  it  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  41  in  the  affirmative,  of  whom  eleven 
were  senators  and  thirty  representatives,  to  40  in  the  negative,  of  whom  ten  were  senators 
and  thirty  representatives.  The  joint  meeting  th«i  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  United 
Htates  Senator,  with  the  following  result: 

Hon.  John  t.  Stockton,  40  votes;  Hon.  J.  C.  Ten  Eyck,  37  votes:  J.  W  Wall,  1  vote: 
P,  D.  Vroom,  1  vote:  P.  T.  Prelin^irTsen,  1  vote:  H.  9.  Little,  1  vote. 

Whereupon  John  P.  Stockton,  having  Tec».ved  a  plurality  of  all  the  votes  cast,  wa^ 
declared  duly  elected.  The  joint  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  various  other 
officers,  having  completed  which,  it  rose. 

The  credentials  of  Mr.  Stockton  are  imder  the  great  seal  of  state,  signed  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  in  dne  form.  !^o  objection  appears  to  have  been  made  at  the  time  to  the 
election.  Its  validity  is  now  called  in  question  by  a  protest  dated  March  20,  13H5,  and 
signed  by  eight  senators  and  thirty  memheia  of  tiie  g»eral  aasonbly.  The  Constitution 
of  the  Cnit^  States  declares  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ^^  shall  be  composed  of 
two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  legislature  thereol^' '  and  that  "^  the  times, 
places,  and  manner  of  holding  election  for  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed 
in  each  State  by  the  legislature  thereof,  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time  by  law  make  or 
alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Senators.'* 

The  right  to  choose  United  States  Senators  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  which 
compose  the  legislature  of  a  State  has  been  too  long  and  too  frequ^itly  exercised  to  be 
now  bronght  in  question.  This  has  been  the  manner  of  election  in  some  States  &om  the 
be»nning,  and  Ls  now  the  manner  in  most  of  them. 

For  the  purpose  of  choosing  United  States  Senators  the  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses 
is  regarded  as  the  l^islature,  aod  especially  would  this  be  so  in  New  Jersey,  where  the 
joint  meeting  is  by  uie  constitution  of  the  State  doiominated  a  legislature.  It  has  uni- 
formly been  held  that  when  the  two  braoches  of  a  legislature  meet  in  joint  convention 
to  elect  a  United  States  Senator  they  are  merged  into  <me  and  act  as  one  body,  so  that 
an  election  may  be  effected  against  the  entire  vote  of  the  members  of  one  house  if  the 
person  voted  for  receive  the  requisite  number  of  votes  from  members  of  the  other.  It 
being,  then,  settled  that  the  two  houses  of  a  legislature  in  joint  meeting  assembled  con- 
stitnte  the  legislature,  vested  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  with  authority, 
acting  as  one  body,  to  elect  a  Senator,  the  question  is:  Did  the  joint  meeting  of  the  senate 
and  general  assembly  of  New  Jersey,  duly  convened  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  jirevi- 
ously  concurred  in  by  each  house  separately,  choose  John  P.  Stockton  United  States 
Senator? 

That  i  t  was  competent  for  a  plurality  to  elect,  if  a  law  to  that  effect  had  been  prescribed 
by  competent  ant  hority ,  will  hardly  be  questioned.  This  is  the  mle  very  generally,  if  not 
universally,  adopted  in  the  election  of  memhers  of  the  House  of  R^resentatives,  who  are 
' '  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several  States, ''  and  no  one  questions  the 
validity  of  the  election  of  a  Representative  by  a  plurality  vote  when  the  law  authorizes 
A  plnrality  to  elect.  It  is  however  insisted,  and  truly,  that  no  law  of  New  Jersey  author- 
b/CS  A  plnrality  to  elect.  The  laws  of  New  Jersey  are  silent  on  this  subject,  but  they  do 
AQthoris^  a  Joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  to  appoint  a  Senator,  and 
it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  this  joint  meeting  since  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  presrrilie  the  mles  for  its  own  government.  These  rules  as  to  the  number  of 
votes  necessary  to  effect  an  election  have  varied  at  different  times,  sometimes  requiring  a 
minority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  sometimes  a  ma- 
jority only  of  those  present,  and  in  the  case  under  consideration  only  a  plurality. 

Suppose,  under  the  rule  first  stated,  but  seventy* nine  members  had  been  present  in  the 
Joint  meeting,  and  forty  had  voted  for  the  same  person,  would  he  have  been  elected;  and 
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EEPOBT  CF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Harris,  Clark,  Johnson, 
Poland,  Stewart,  and  Hendricks.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
January  30,  1866. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

« 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  John  P. 
Stockton,  claiminj<  to  have  b^en  elected  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1865,  together  with  the  protest  of  certain  members  of 
the  legislature  of  said  State  against  the  validity  of  his  election,  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  only  (luestion  involved  in  the  decision  of  Mr.  Stockton's  right  to  a  seat  is  whether 
au  election  by  a  plurality  of  votes  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  in 
joint  meeting  assembled,  in  pursuance  of  a  rule  adopted  by  the  joint  meeting  itself,  is 
valid.  The  protestants  insist  that  it  is  not,  and  they  deny  Mr.  Stockton^s  right  to  a  seat, 
because,  as  they  say,  he  was  not  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  legislature. 

The  legislative  power  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  vested  by  the  State  constitution  in 
a  senate  and  general  assembly,  which  are  required,  for  legislative  purposes,  to  meet 
separately,  but  which,  for  the  appointment  of  various  officers,  are  required  to  assemble 
in  joint  meeting;  and  when  so  assembled,  are,  by  the  constitution  itself,  styled  the 
"legislature  in  joint  meeting." 

•  The  constitution  of  New  Jersey  does  not  prescribe  the  manner  of  choosing  United  States 
Senators;  as,  indeed,  it  could  not,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  having  vested 
that  power,  in  the  absence  of  any  law  of  Congress,  exclusively  in  the  legislature;  but  it 
does  constitute  the  two  houses  one  body  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  certain  State  offi- 
cers. The  statute  of  New  Jersey  declares  that  "  United  State  Senatbrs,  on  the  part  of 
that  Stiite,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  senate  and  general  assembly  in  joint  meeting 
assembled ; ' '  but  it  does  not  prescribe  any  rules  for  the  government  of  the  joint  meeting, 
nor  declare  the  manner  of  election. 

The  practice  in  New  Jersey  has  been  for  the  joint  meeting  to  prescribe  the  rules  for 
it.s  own  government. 

In  1794  fifteen  rules  were  adopted,  the  first  two  of  which  are  as  follows: 

"1.  That  the  election  of  State  officers  during  the  present  session  be  viva  voce^  unless 
when  otherwise  ordered ;  and  that  all  officers  be  put  in  nomination  at  least  one  day  before 
their  election. 

"2.  That  the  chairman  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  except  in  case  of  a  tie,  and  then  to 
have  a  casting  vote." 

The  other  thirteen  rules  related  chiefly  to  the  method  of  conducting  the  proceedings. 
Blach  joint  meeting  which  has  since  assembled  has  adopted  its  own  rules,  usually  those 
of  the  preceding  joint  meeting,  sometimes,  however,  with  additions  or  exceptions. 

In  1851  the  following  additional  rule  was  adopted: 

"  Resolved,  That  no  person  shall  be  elected  to  any  office,  at  any  joint  meeting  daring 
the  present  session,  unless  there  be  a  m^ority  of  all  the  members  elected  personally 
present,  and  agreeing  thereto." 

In  1855  the  joint  meeting,  after  adopting  the  fiUbeen  rules  of  the  preceding  joint  meet- 
ing, added  the  following: 

* '  That  all  candidates  lor  office,  upon  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  this  joint 
meeting,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected." 

The  joint  meeting  of  1861  adopted  the  rules  of  the  preceding  joint  meeting  for  its  own 
government,  among  which  were  the  following: 

'•1.  That  the  election  of  State  officers  during  the  present  session  be  viva  voce,  unless 
when  otherwise  ordered. 

' '  15.  That  in  all  questions  the  chairman  of  the  joint  meeting  be  called  upon  to  vote  in 
his  turn  as  one  of  the  representatives  in  the  senate  or  assembly;  but  that  he  have  no 
(tasting  vote  as  chaiiman. 

"16.  That  all  candidates  for  office,  upon  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  this 
joint  meeting,  shall  be  declared  to  be  duly  elected." 

The  same  rules  were  adopted  by  each  joint  meeting  from  1861  to  1865. 

The  joint  meeting  which  a.«jsembled  February  15,  1865,  and  at  an  adjourned  session 
of  which  Mr.  Stockton  was  appointed  Senator,  adbpted,  at  its  first  meeting,  the  rules  of 

*  A  reference  to  the  documents  aecoiupanying  the  report  is  given  in  the  head-note. 
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the  preceding;  joint  meeting;,  exiept  the  mxteenth  rale,  in  lieu  of  which  the  following 
wa8  lulopt^fl : 

* '  Jiemticed,  Thnt  no  candidate  Hhall  be  declared  elected  unlew  upon  receiving  a  mi^jorit  j 
of  the  voten  of  all  the  memlierH  elected  to  both  houflea  of  the  legislature." 

After  having  appointed  variouH  officeni  under  the  rules  which  had  been  adopted  at  the 
OHHenibling  of  the  joint  niei*tin}:,  the  following  rule  wan  adopte<I: 

^"  ReMtlrtd,  That  the  vote  for  county  judgen  and  commiiwionerH  of  deeds  be  taken  by 
aivlamation,  and  that  the  counties  in  which  vacancies*  exiM  be  called  in  alphabetical 
order." 

Acting  un<lcr  this  rule,  quite  a  number  of  officers  were  appointe<l  by  aci-laiuation. 
Not  completing  its  business  the  joint  meeting  adjourned  fVom  time  to  time  till  March  15, 
when  the  following  nile  was  adopted: 

""  Rtmtirrtl,  That  the  resolution  that  no  candidate  shall  be  declared  elected  unless  u|M)n 
receiving  a  iUi\jority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  memb<*rs  electwl  to  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture l>e  rcsf'infied.  an<l  that  any  candidate  re<'eiving  a  plurality  of  votes  of  the  meml>ers 
i;n»sent  .»«hall  Ik*  dcclarcil  duly  ele<'te<l.'* 

Every  meniU'r  of  Utth  hous<*s,  eighty-one  in  all,  was  pn'sent  and  voting  when  the  alxive 
resolution  was  pasHe<l.  and  it  was  earned  by  a  vote  of  41  in  the  affirmative,  of  whom  eleven 
were  senators  and  thirty  n»presentative«,  to  40  in  the  negative,  of  whom  ten  were  senators 
and  thirty  representatives*.  The  joint  me<*ting  then  pr<H'ee<le<l  to  the  election  of  a  Tnil^Hl 
States  Senator,  with  the  following  n*sult: 

Hon.  John  V.  St4skt4m,  40  votes;  Hon.  J.  C.  Ten  Eyck,  37  votew;  J.  W.  Wall,  1  vote; 
P.  I).  V'rooni.  1  vole;  F.  T.  Frelinghnysen,  1  vote;  H.  S.  Little,  1  vote. 

Whereupon  John  V.  St<H'kton,  having  received  a  plurality  of  all  the  votes  cast.  waK 
declarecl  duly  cleiiecl.  The  joint  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  various  other 
offic'ers,  having  completwl  which,  it  rose. 

The  cr«l«»ntials  of  Mr.  Stockton  are  under  the  gn'at  seal  of  state,  signed  by  the  g«»v- 
emor  and  in  due  form.  No  objt«(iion  appeam  to  have  been  made  at  the  time  to  the 
election.  Its  validity  is  now  culled  in  (jucstion  by  a  prot4'st  datc'd  Mart*h  *J0,  \'MV\^  and 
signed  by  eight  s4*naton  and  thirty  memlN>rMof  the  general  assembly.  The(*onstitution 
of  the  I'nited  States  declares  that  the  S<*nate  of  the  United  8tat«'s  *^ shall  U*  compos<*dof 
two  Senators  from  each  Stxite,  chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof/*  and  that  "  the  times, 
phM'eft,  and  manner  of  holding  ele<*tion  for  Scfuators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed 
in  ea<>h  State  by  the  ]egi<«latnre  thereof,  but  the  Congrms  may  at  any  time  by  law  make  or 
alter  such  n^giilations.  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Senators." 

The  right  to  choose  Vnited  States  S4.*nators  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  which 
compose  the  legislature  of  a  State  has  been  too  long  and  too  iVeqnently  exercised  to  be 
now  brought  in  <|Uwtion.  This  has  been  the  manner  of  election  in  some  States  fnim  the 
beginning,  and  is  now  the  manner  in  most  of  them. 

For  the  pur|}os(>  of  choosing  Vnited  States  Senators  the  joint  me^'ting  of  the  twohcmscN 
is  regan!e«l  as  the  legislature,  and  especially  wonid  this  be  so  in  New  Jersey,  when*  the 
joint  meeting  is  by  tlie  constituticm  of  the  State  denominated  a  leinslature.  It  has  uni- 
formly lM*en  held  that  when  the  two  branches  of  a  legislatnre  meet  in  joint  oinvention 
to  ele«*t  a  Unite«l  States  Senator  they  are  menced  into  one  and  act  as  one  Itody,  so  that 
an  electitm  may  be  effected  agaiust  the  entire  vote  of  the  members  of  one  house*  if  the 

Cmon  voted  for  receive  the  recinisite  number  of  votes  from  members  of  the  othei.  It 
ing,  then,  settled  that  the  two  booses  of  a  legislature  in  joint  meeting  awembletl  con- 
stitute the  legislatun*,  vested  by  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  with  authority, 
acting  as  one  biMly,  to  elect  a  Senator,  the  qnestion  is:  Did  the  joint  meeting  of  the  senate 
and  general  aiMemblv  of  New  Jerney,  duly  convened  in  pariiiance  of  a  resolution  previ- 
ously concurred!  in  by  each  house  separately,  choose  John  P.  Stockton  United  States 
Senator? 

That  it  was  c«niipetent  for  a  plnrality  to  elect,  if  a  law  to  that  effect  had  been  prescribed 
by  nmiiM*tent  aut  h(»hty.  will  hardly  be  quest  toned.  This  is  the  mle  very  generally,  if  not 
universally .  adopted  in  the  election  of  membetn  of  the  Iloniie  of  Representatives,  who  are 
"chosen  every  se^-oiMl  year  by  the  people  of  the  severml  States,"  and  noonec|uestionsthe 
validity  of  the  citation  of  a  Representative  by  a  plnrality  vote  when  the  law  authorizes 
a  plurality  to  ele<*t.  It  is  hciwever  insisted,  and  tmly.  that  no  law  of  New  Jersey  author- 
ties  a  plurality  to  elect.  The  laws  of  New  Jersey  are  silent  on  this  aobject,  Imt  they  do 
authorizi*  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  to  appoint  a  Senator,  and 
it  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  this  joint  meeting  since  the  ftmnclation  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  presenile  the  ntles  for  its  own  government.  These  mles  as  to  the  nnmher  of 
votes  necessary  to  etTect  an  election  have  %*aried  at  different  times,  sometimes  rrqutring  a 
nu^onty  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  homns  of  the  legislature,  sometimes  a  ma- 
jority only  of  those  present,  and  in  the  case  under  consideratitm  onW  a  plnrality. 

Suppose,  under  the  rule  6rst  stated,  bnt  seventy-nine  memliers  had  been  present  in  the 
joint  meeting,  and  forty  had  toted  lor  tlie  aanie  peiwm.  wuold  he  have  been  elected;  and 
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if  not,  why  not?  Seventy-nine  out  of  eighty-one  would  have  constituted  a  quorum,  and 
forty  would  have  been  a  majority  of  those  present.  The  only  reason  why  such  a  vote 
would  not  have  made  an  election  would  be  the  existence  of  the  rule  adopted  by  the  joint 
meeting,  declaring  that  "no  candidate  should  be  ejected  unless  receiving  a  majority  of 
the  votes  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses  of  the  legislature. "  While  that  rule 
was  in  force  no  presiding  officer  would  have  thought  of  declaring  a  candidate  elected,  nor 
would  any  candidate  have  supposed  himself  elected  because  he  received  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast,  unless  such  majority  was  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature. Under  the  other  rule,  "that  a  person  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  those 
present  should  be  declared  elected,^'  who  would  doubt  the  validity  of  an  election  by  31 
out  of  (>()  votes  if  only  so  many  had  been  cast?  If  the  joint  meeting  had  the  right  to 
prescribe  at  one  time  that  it  should  require  a  majority  of  all  elected  to  the  legislature  to 
elecrt,  at  another  time  that  a  majority  of  those  present  might  elect,  and  at  still  another 
time  that  elections  might  be  had  by  acclamation,  it  had  the  right  to  prescribe  that  a  plu- 
rality should  elect;  and  when  any  candidate  received  a  plurality  he  thereupon  became 
elected,  not  simply  by  the  will  of  those  who  voted  for  him,  but  by  the  will  of  the  joint 
meeting,  which  had  previously,  by  a  majority  vote,  resolved  that  such  plurality  should 
elect. 

It  might  be  urged  in  this  case,  with  much  plausibility,  that  inasmuch  as  the  constitu- 
tion of  New  Jersey  recognizes  the  two  houses  in  joint  meeting  as  a  legislature,  that  such 
joint  meeting  was  the  very  body  on  whom  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  had  con- 
lerred  the  power  to  prescribe  ' '  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for 
Senators;"  but  your  committee  prefer  placing  the  authority  of  the  joint  meeting  to 
prescribe  the  plurality  rule  on  the  broader  ground  that  in  the  absence  of  any  law,  either 
of  Congress  or  the  State,  on  the  subject,  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  of  a  legislature, 
duly  assembled  and  vested  with  authority  to  elect  a  United  States  Senator,  has  a  right 
to  prescribe  that  a  plurality  may  elect,  on  the  principle  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  rule 
by  a  majority  vote  in  the  first  instance  makes  the  act,  subsequently  done  in  pursuance  of 
such  majority  vote,  its  own. 
The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
KcHolved,  That  John  P.  Stockton  was  duly  elected  and  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March, 
ISf)"). 

Thuesday,  March  22,  1866. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  30th  of  January,  on  the  right  of  the  Hon. 
John  P.  Stockton  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  New  Jersey;  which  resolution  is  as  follows: 

' '  Ri  solved.  That  John  P.  Stockton  was  duly  elected  and  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1865." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  to  amend  the  resolution  in  line  1,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "was"  the  word  "not,"  and  after  the  word  "is**  the  word  "not,"  and, 

After  debate  and  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1564-1573  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in 
the  head-note.  ] 

Fbiday,  March  23,  1866. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  30th  of  January,  on  the  right  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Stockton  to  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  which 
resolution  is  as  follows: 

' '  Eesolced,  That  John  P.  Stockton  was  duly  elected  and  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  ot 
March,  1865." 

After  debate,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clark  to 
the  resolution,  to  wit,  in  line  1  insert  after  the  word  "was"  tibe  word  "not,"  and  after 
the  word  "is"  the  word  not,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness, 
Cragin,  Creswell,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye,  Pomeroy, 
Kamaey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  and  Yat^. 

Thase  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bnckalew,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Foster,  Guthrie,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall, 
Morgan,  Nesraith,  Norton,  Poland,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Stewart,  Tmmball,  and  Willey. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 
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On  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yea? 
22,  nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fessenden,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Foster,  Guthrie,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall, 
Morgan,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Poland,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Stewart,  Stockton,  Trumbull, 
and  Willey. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Cragin, 
Creswell,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Morrill,  Nye,  Pome- 
roy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

So  it  was 

Rcsolvedy  That  John  P.  Stockton  was  duly  elected  and  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1865. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1589-1602  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Monday,  March  26,  1866. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sumner  that  the  Journal  of  Friday,  23d  March,  1866,  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  vote  of  Mr.  Stockton  on  the  question  of  his  right  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate. 

Pending  debate  thereon,  the  following  message  was  received,  &c. 

******* 

After  further  debate, 

Mr.  Sumner  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Senate  to  withdraw  his  motion;  and. 

The  motion  having  been  withdrawn. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Poland  that  the  Senate  reconsider  its  vote  on  Friday  last  agreeing 
to  the  following  resolution: 

''Resolved,  That  John  P.  Stockton  was  duly  elected  and  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1865," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and 

The  question  recurring  upon  said  resolution, 

Mr.  Sumner,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

''  Resolvedy  That  the  vote  of  Mr.  Stockton  be  not  received  in  determining  the  question 
of  his  seat  in  the  Senate.*' 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  the  said  resolution;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  on  Thursday  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— ^yeas  18,  nays  22. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Guthrie,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDongall,  Nesmith,  Norton, 
Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Sherman,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Cragin, 
Creswell,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye, 
Poland,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sprague,  Sumner,  *  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  vote  of  Mr.  Stockton  be  not  received  in  determining  the  question 
of  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  question  again  recurring  upon  the  resolution  affirming  the  right  of  the  Hon.  John 
P.  Stockton  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned to  Thursday  next. 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1635-1648  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Tuesday,  March  27,  1866. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  Affirming  the  right  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Stockton  to  his  seat  as  a  Senator 
rom  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  and 

After  debate,  ** 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion^  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  that  the 
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farther  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  Thursday  next,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  18,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Sir.  Johnson,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony^  Buokalew,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Guthrie,  Harris,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Nesmith, 
Norton,  Kiddle,  Saulsbury,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Cragin, 
Creswell,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  In- 
diana, Nye,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  after*  the  word 

Stockton,  "in  line  1,  the  words  ''was  duly  elected,  and  is  entitled  to  his  seat  as  a  Sena- 
tor from  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1865,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting,  **  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  Senator  from  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1865," 

Mr.  Saulsbury  raised  a  question  of  order,  to  wit,  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  in 
effect  the  same  proposition  which  the  Senate  hi^d  once  rejected,  and  was  therefore  not  in 
order. 

The  President  pro  tempore  decided  that  the  proposed  amendment,  being  a  proposition 
different  in  its  terms  from  that  upon  which  the  Senate  had  voted,  was  not  open  to  the 
objection  raised,  and  was  in  order.    . 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Davis  to  amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clark  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word in  the  first  line,  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting, 

"That  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  having  convened  in  joint  meeting  to  choose  a 
Senator  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  six  yeara  from  the  4th  of  March,  1865, 
and  said  legislature  in  such  joint  meeting  having  passed  an  order  that  such  election  should 
be  made  by  a  plurality  vote  of  that  joint  meeting;  and  on  the  first  ballot  taken  by  said 
xneeting,  John  P.  Stockton  having  received  40  out  of  the  81  votes  of  the  members  of  both 
hodses  of  the  legislature  constituting  such  legislature  in  such  joint  meeting,  and  every 
other  person  voted  for  a  less  number,  and  the  presiding  officer  of  said  joint  meeting 
having  then  announced  to  it  that  the  said  John  P.  Stockton  was  elected  Senator  to  Con- 
gress, and  there  being  no  objection  or  disseut  expressed  to  said  annunciation,  the  said 
John  P.  Stockton  was  duly  elected  a  Senator  from  said  State,  and  is  entitled  to  hold  his 
scat  as  such  from  the  4th  of  March,  .1865," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  15,  nays  27. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bnckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle, 
Guthrie,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Kiddle,  Saulsbury, 
Van  Winkle,  and  Willey. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Con- 
ness, Cragin,  Creswell,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirk- 
wood, Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye,  Poland,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner, 
Trumbull,  Wade,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clark, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDougall  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned to  Wednesday  next  at  1  o'clock,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  15, 
nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDougall,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
atorspresent. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bnckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle, 
Guthrie,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  McDougall,  Morgan,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Riddle,  Saulsbury, 
Van  Winkle,  and  Willey. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,^  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark.  Con- 
ness, Cragin,  Creswell,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Grimes,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe, 
Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye,  Poland,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sum- 
ner, Trumbull,  Wade,  William§,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmativcr— yeas 
22,  nays  21. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  .in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness, 
Cragin,  Creswell,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates/ 

Tboee  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doo- 
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little,  GaUirie,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Land  of  Kansas,  McDongall, 
Mortem,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Poland,  Riddle,  Sanlsbnry,  Tnunboll,  Van  Winkle,  and 
WiUey. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  aflirm- 
ative — ^yeas  23,  nays  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Cra- 
gin,  CresweU,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sherman,  Spragne,  Snmner,  Wade,  Williams,  Wilson,  and 
Yates. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bnckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doo- 
little,  Gathrie,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnaon,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDongall, 
Morgan,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Poland,  Saolsbury,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey. 

So  it  was 

Resolvedy  That  John  P.  Stockton  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  Senator  from  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1865. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  that  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  said  resolution  be  recon- 
sidered, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hendricks  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  postponed  to  to-morrow  at  1  o'clock,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
21,  nays  22. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  ih<b  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Doolittle,  Guthrie,  Harris,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall, 
Moi:gaD,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Poland,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and 
Willey. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Cragin, 
CresweU,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye,  Poi;«- 
eroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Spragne,  Sumner,  Wade,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yat^. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  22. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bnckalew,  Cowan,  Davis, 
Doolittle,  Guthrie,  Henderson,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane  of  Kansas,  McDougall,  Mor- 
gan, Nesmith,  Norton,  Poland,  Riddle,  Saulsbury,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  and  Willey. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Clark,  Conness,  Cragin, 
CresweU,  Fessenden,  Grimes,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Lane  of  Indiana,  Nye, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Sumner,  Wade,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

So  the  Senate  refhsed  to  reconsider  its  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1666-1679  of  the  Oongreflsional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
h^-note.] 
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[Thirty-ninth  Congress — First  session.] 

DAVID  T.  PATTERSON, 

Senator  from  Tennessee  from  July  28,  1866,  to  March  3,  1869. 

July  26, 1866,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Patterson,  elected  to  All  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  be- 
g^inning  March  4, 1803,  were  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  his  qualifieations.  The  following  day  the  committee  reported  that  the 
only  question  in  relation  to  his  qualifications  arose  from  the  fact  of  his  having  held  the  office  of 
circuit  judge  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  after  that  State  had  passed  an  ordinance  of  secession;  that 
his  first  term  of  said  office  having  expired  after  the  ordinance  of  secession  was  passed,  he  was  in- 
duced by  Union  men  to  become  a  candidate  for  re-election,  and  was  re-elected  in  May,  1862;  that  he 
was  himself  a  "firm,  avowed,  and  influential  Union  man ;  "  that  he  allowed  himself  to  become  a 
.  candidate  for  re-election  "solely  upon  the  motive  that  he  could  thereby  afTord  some  aid  and  pro- 
tection to  the  Union  people :  "  that  the  constitution  and  judicial  system  of  Tennessee  remained  the 
same  after  the  secession  of  the  State  as  before,  and  that  no  law  was  enforced  by  him  as  judge  except 
such  as  were  in  force  before  the  secession  of  the  State.  The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of 
a  resolution  that  Mr.  Patterson  was  duly  qualified  and  entitled  to  hold  the  seat.  During  debate  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  a  joint  resolution  was  introduced  in  the 
Senate  that  Mr.  Patterson  be  admitted  U]>on  his  taking  so  much  of  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
July  2, 1862,  as  is  not  included  in  the  words, "  that  I  have  neither  sought,  nor  accepted,  nor  attempted 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  any  office  whatever,  under  any  authority  or  pretended  authority  in  hos- 
tility to  the  United  States."  This  joint  resolution  passed  the  Senate,  but  was  laid  on  the  table  in 
the  Ilouse  the  same  day.  The  Senate  then  passed  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  it  hav- 
ing been  amended  sons  to  read,  "Resolved^  That  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson,  upon  taking  the  oaths 
required  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.*' 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  1st  sess.  39th  Cong.,  and  the  report  of  the  committee,  from  Senate  Re- 
ports, Ist  sess.  3Uth  Cong.,  volume  1,  No.  139. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Thubsday,  July  26,  1866. 

Mr.  Fowler  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  the  unexpired  term  of  six  years  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1863. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner  that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciary  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Patterson, 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  26,  nays.  14. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Brown,  Chandler,  Conness,  Creswell, 
Edmunds,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howard,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  Morgan, 
Morrill,  Nye,  Poland,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Ross,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Guth- 
rie, Hendricks,  Johnson,  Lane,  McDougall,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Sherman,  Van  Winkle,  and 
Willey. 

So  it  was 

-  Ordered,  That  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Patterson. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4162-4169  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Friday,  July  27,  1866. 

Mr.  Poland,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Patterson,  submitted 
a  report  (No.  139)   accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson  is  duly  qualified  and  entitled  to  hold  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Tennessee. " 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"resolved,*'  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

**That  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson,  upon  taking  the  oaths  required  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws,  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, ' ' 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and. 

After  debate, 
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Ordtjred,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 
Ordered^  Xhat  the  report  be  printed. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4213-4216  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

******* 

Mr.  Trumbull  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint 
resolution  (S.  144)  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  hy  unanimous  consent,  and  con- 
sidered jks  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  Avas  read  the  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  resolution  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
.'J5,  nays  2. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wade,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senatoi^ 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckaiew,  Clark,  Conness, 
Cowan,  Creswell,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Edmunds,  Foster,  Fowler,  Guthrie,  Harris,  Hender- 
son, Hendricks,  Howe,  Johnson,  Kirkwood,  Lane,  Morgan,  Nesmith,  Norton,  Nye,  Poland, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Riddle,  Sherman,  Stewart,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  Williams, 
Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  arc  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Wade. 

So  it  was 

Resolved y  That  the  resolution  pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  as  aforesaid. 

[This  joint  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  in  the  House.] 

[The  debate  and  joint  resolution  are  found  on  page  4219  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

******* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Poland,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  JudiMary  for  the  admission  of  the  Hon.  David  T. 
Patterson  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and, 

On  tlie  question  tQ  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clark, 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  21,  nays  11. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  wiio  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Buckalew,  Cowan,  Davis,  Doolittle, 
Edmunds,  Fessenden,  Foster,  Guthrie,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howe,  Johnson,  Kirkwood, 
Lane,  Norton,  Poland,  Riddle,  Sherman,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Chandler,  Creswell,  Howard,  Nye,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Ross,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Wade,  and  Yates. 

So  it  was 

Resolved  J  That  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson,  upon  taking  the  oaths  required  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4242-4245  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  ] 

Saturday,  July  28,-1866. 

The  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee for  the  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1869,  appeared,  and  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  law  being  administered  by  the  President  pro  tempore  to  Mr.  Patterson,  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  (omtnittee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Harris,  Clark,  JobnsoB, 
Poland,  i^tewart,  and  Hendricks.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

July  27,  1866.— Submitted. 

JiTLY  28,  1866.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Poland  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Hon.  David 
T.  Patterson,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  with  instructions  to  report 
whether  said  Patterson  is  legally  qualified  to  hold  the  office. of  United  States  Senator 
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from  said  State,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  respectfoUy  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  only  qnestion  in  relation  to  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Patterson,  or  his  right  to  hold 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  arises  from  the  fact  of  his  having  held  the  office  of  circuit  judge 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee  after  that  State  had  passed  an  ordinance  of  secession  and  be- 
come a  member  of  the  confederacy. 

Circuit  judges  in  Tennessee  are  elected  by  the  people  of  the  several  circuits,  and  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  eight  years. 

Judge  Patterson  was  elected  judge  in  one  of  the  circuits  in  Eastern  Tennessee  in  May, 
1854,  and  his  term  of  office  had  not  expired  when  the  State  passed  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion. The  constitution  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  remained  the  same  after  the  secession 
of  the  State  as  before,  and  there  was  no  change  made  in  the  form  of  the  State  govern- 
ment, or  in  their  judicial  system.  A  large  majority  of  the  people  of  East  Tennessee  were 
ardently  devoted  to  the  Union  and  deemed  it  very  important  for  their  interest  and  that 
of  the  Union  cause  that  the  civil  offices  in  that  section  of  the  State  should  be  filled  with 
Union  men. 

Judge  Patterson  was  a  firm,  avowed,  and  influential  Union  man,  and  he  was  urgently 
pressed  by  the  Union  men  of  that  circuit  to  run  as  a  candidate  for  re-election  as  circuit 
j  udge,  and  he  finally,  though  reluctantly,  consented  to  do  so.  The  opposing  candidate 
was  an  avowed  secessionist,  and  the  issue  in  the  election  was  between  Union  and  seces- 
sion. The  election  was  held  in  May,  1862,  and  Judge  Patterson  was  elected  over  his 
rebel  comi)etitor  by  a  large  majority.  At  the  same  election  most  of  the  local  offices 
in  that  section  were  filled  by  the  election  of  Union  men.  At  that  time  it  was  believed 
by  the  Union  men  of  East  Tennessee  that  they  would  soon  be  relieved  from  rebel  mili- 
tary rule  by  the  arrival  of  Union  forces;  and  they  desired  also  to  retain  the  civil  power 
in  their  own  hands.  In  this  expectation  they  were  disappointed,  and  soon  rebel  bands 
were  scattered  through  that  region,  and  the  Union  people  were  subjected  to  great  hard- 
ships and  cruel  oppression.  When  Judge  Patterson  was  thus  re-elected  judge  he  did 
not  suppose  he  would  be  commissioned  by  the  governor  of  the  State,  who  was  a  seces- 
sionist; but,  after  some  considerable  delay,  a  commission  was  sent  to  him  with  peremp- 
tory orders  to  take  the  oath.  On  the  receipt  of  his  commission  and  order  to  take  the 
oath,  Judge  Patterson  delayed  and  hesitated,  and  consulted  other  leading  Union  men 
as  to  the  proper  course  for  him  to  take.  They  advised  and  urged  him  to  take  the  oath; 
tliat  he  could  thereby  afford  protection  to  some  extent  to  Union  men  against  acts  of  law- 
less violence  on  the  part  of  the  rebels,  and  that  if  he  did  not  accept  tJhe  office  and  take 
the  oath  the  office  would  be  filled  by  a  rebel,  and  they  would  then  be  oppressed  by  the 
civil  as  well  as  the  military  power  of  the  rebels.  Judge  Patterson  yielded  to  their 
urgency  and  arguments,  and  went  before  a  magistrate  and  took  the  oath  which  the  Ten- 
nessee legislature  had  prescribed,  which,  in  substance,  was  that  he  would  support  the 
constitution  of  Tennessee  and  the  constitution  of  the  Confederate  States.  Judge  Patter- 
son declared  at  the  time  to  the  magistrate  that  he  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  confederate 
government,  and  that  he  did  not  consider  that  part  of  the  oath  as  binding  him  at  all. 
At  this  time  there  were  rebel  troops  in  the  neighborhood,  and  Judge  Patterson  had  good 
reason  to  believe  that  his  refusal  to  take  the  oath  would  subject  him  to  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment, if  not  worse  treatment;  but  we  do  not  find  that  he  was  actuated  at  all  by 
personal  considerations,  but  acted  solely  upon  the  motive  that  he  could  thereby  afibrd 
some  aid  and  protection  to  the  Union  people,  and  also  prevent  the  office  from  falling  into 
hands  that  would  use  it  to  oppress  them. 

East  Tennessee  at  this  time  was  in  a  very  disturbed  and  distracted  condition.  The 
country  was  full  of  bands  of  armed  rebels,  and  lawless  violence  held  sway.  Business 
was  nearly  suspended,  and  no  civil  business  was  done  in  the  courts.  Judge  Patterson 
held  a  few  terms  of  court  in  counties  where  he  could  organize  grand  juries  of  Union 
men,  and  in  this  way  did  something  toward  preserving  peace  and  order  in  the  com- 
munity.    No  other  business  was  done  by  him  asjudge  after  his  election  in  1862. 

During  all  this  time  Judge  Patterson  was  an  open,  avowed,  and  devoted  adherent  to 
the  Union.  He  was  in  constant  communication  with  the  officers  of  the  Federal  troops 
nearest  that  vicinity,  and  obtained  and  furnished  to  them  information  as  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  rebels.  He  aided  in  concealing  Union  men,  and  in  facilitating  their  escape 
to  the  Union  lines,  when  they  generally  entered  the  Union  service.  He  aided  the  Union 
people  and  the  Union  cause  in  every  way  open  to  him,  and  too  numerous  for  detail.  By 
these  means  he  became  amenable  to  the  hostility  of  the  secessionists,  and  was  subjected 
to  great  difficulty  and  danger.  He  was  several  times  arrested  and  held  for  some  time  in 
custody.  At  times  he  was  obliged  to  conceal  himself  for  safety,  and  spent  nights  in  out- 
buildings and  in  the  woods  to  avoid  their  vengeance. 

In  September,  1863,  the  Federal  troops  reached  Knoxville,  and  Judge  Patterson  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping  with  his  family  to  that  place,  and  did  not  return  to  his  home  until 
after  the  close  of  th&  rebellion. 

S  B  0 18 


274  SENATE   ELECTION   CASES. 

As  before  stated,  the  constitution  and  election  laws  and  judicial  system  of  Tennessee 
remained  the  same  alter  the  secession  of  the  State  as  before,  and  Judge  Patterson  was 
elected  judge  the  last  time  under  the  same  State  constitution  and  laws  as  existed  at  his 
first  election,  and  no  laws  were  enforced  by  him  as  judge  except  such  as  were  in  force 
before  the  secession  of  the  State. 

The  committee  are  all  satisfied  that  during  the  entire  rebellion  Judge  Patterson  was 
an  earnest,  firm,  and  devoted  Union  man,  and  suffered  severely  in  support  of  his  princi- 
ples. In  accepting  the  office  of  judge,  and  taking  the  official  oath,  he  did  not  intend  any 
hostility  to  the  authority  or  Government  of  the  United  States,  nor  did  he  intend  to  ac- 
knowlege  any  allegiance  to,  or  any  friendship  for,  the  confederate  government,  but  acted 
throughout  with  a  sincere  desire  to  benefit  and  preserve  the  Union  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  He  always  denied  the  authority  of  the  confederate  government 
over  him,  and  feels  an  entire  willingness  and  ability  to  take  the  oath  required  upon  his 
admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate.     The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  Hon.  David  T.  Patterson  is  duly  qualified  and  entitled  to  hold  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Tennessee. 


PHILIP   F.    THOMAS,  275 


[Fortieth  CoDgress— First  and  second  sessions.] 

PHILIP  F.  THOMAS, 
of  Maryland. 

BCarch  18, 1887,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Thomas,  elected  for  the  term  beginning  March  4, 1867,  were 
presented.  The  following  day  the  credentials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
who  were  authorized  by  a  resolution  of  March  20  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  December  18, 
the  committee  submitted  the  evidence  taken,  and  reported  that  they  found  nothing  sutlicient  to 
debar  Mr.  Thomas  from  his  seat  unless  it  be  found  in  the  fact  of  his  sou  having  entered  the  service 
of  the  confederacy,  and  in  the  circumstances  connected  tlierewith,  iu  regard  to  which  point  the  com- 
mittee express  no  opinion.  A  resolution  was  then  submitted  that  Mr.  Thomas  be  admitted  to  the 
seat.  February  20, 1868,  the  Senate  resolved  that  Mr.  Thomas  "  having  voluntarily  given  aid,  coun- 
tenance, and  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  to  the  United  States'*  was  not 
entitled  to  take  the  oath  of  office  or  hold  the  seat.  Some  Senators  maintained  that  in  a  case  ot 
doubt,  where  there  is  absence  of  evidence  showing  conclusively  that  a  person  had  thus  voluntarily 
given  aid,  &c.,  the  person  should  be  admitted  if  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  office.  Extracts  from 
speeches  given  below  show  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Thomas  which  was  claimed  to  be  "  voluntarily 
giving  aid,"  Sui. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  40th  Cong. ;  the  report  of  the  committee  from  Senate  Reports,  40th 
Oong.,  2d  sess..  No.  5,  with  the  exception  of  the  evidence  and  documents  printed  with  it;  and  ex- 
tracts from  speeches  from  Congressional  Qlobe,  2d  sess.  40th  Cong.,  part  1,  page  679,  and  part  2, 
page  1145. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Monday,  March  18,  1867. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Philip  F.  Thomas,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing 
on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1867;  which  were  read. 

Chi  motion  by  Mr.  Howard  that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary, 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Grimes, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  motion  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

[The  debate  i^^found  on  pages  171-180  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  Ist  sess.  40th 
Cong.] 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1867. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howard  of  yesterday,  to 
refer  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Philip  Francis  Thomas,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  the  term  commencing  on'the  4th  day  of  March, 
1867,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Wednesday,  March  20,  1867. 

Mr.  Howard  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^Besolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  have  been  referred  the 
credentials  of  Hon.  P.  F.  Thomas,  lately  chosen  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  tho 
legislature  of  Maryland,  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  for  the  purposes 
of  said  reference.'' 

Wednesday,  March  27,  1867. 

Mr.  Howard  presented  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce 
of  New  York,  addressed  to  him,  accompanied  by  the  annual  statement  to  the  sharehold- 
ers of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  in  New  York,  May  12,  1862;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[A  statement  by  Mr.  Howard  is  found  on  page  372  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  Ist 
seas.  40th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1867. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the.  Hon.  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Sen- 
ator-elect from  the  State  of  Maryland,  relating  to  a  report  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce  to 
their  shareholders,  dated  March  12,  1862,  and  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  27th  of 
March  last  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Howard;  which,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  821-824  of  the  Congressional  Globe^  1st  seeo.  40th 
Oong.J 
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Wednesday,  December  18,  1867 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  on  the  20th 
of  March  last  the  credentials  of  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  taken  the  evidence  submitted  herewith,  and  that  they  find  nothing 
sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  debar  said  Thomas  from  taking  his  seat, 
unless  it  be  foand  in  the  fact  of  the  son  of  said  Thomas  having  entered  the  military 
service  of  the  confederacy,  and  in  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  fact  or 
relating  to  it,  and  without  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  regard  to  this  point,  they  re- 
port the  whole  evidence  to  the  Senate. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull,  Stewart,  Frelinghuysen,  Edmunds, 
Coukling,  Johnson,  and  Hendricks.] 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson, 

Ordered^  That  the  report  and  accompanying  evidence  be  printed. 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

'  ^Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Senator-elect  from  Maryland,  be  admitted 
to  his  seat  on  his  taking  the  oaths  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. '' 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Monday,  January  6, 1868. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  on  the  18th  of  December,  to  admit  Philip  F.  Thomas,  a  Senator-elect  from  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate;  and, 

After  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  to-mor- 
row. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  320-330  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sees. 
40th  Cong.] 

Monday,  January  20,  1868. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson  on 
the  18th  of  December,  to  admit  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  his  seat  in  the  Senate;  and, 

After  debate,  and  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  632-635  of  tlie  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sees. 
40th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  January  21,  1868. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  653-662  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  seas. 
40th  Cong.] 

Wednesday,  January  22,  1868. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  678-686  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
40th  Cong.] 

Wednesday,  Fdfruarg  12,  1868. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

Thursday,  February  13,  1868. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson  ou 
the  18th  December  last,  to  admit  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Senator-elect  ftom  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
*' resolved,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

'*  That  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Senator-elect  from  Maryland,  cannot  be  admitted  to  take 
the  oath  of  office  required  by  the  Constitution  and  laws,  inasmuch  as  he  allowed  his 
minor  son  to  leave  the  paternal  house  to  serve  as  a  rebel  soldier,  and  gave  bim  at  the 
time  $100  in  money,  all  of  which  was  ^aid,'  'countenance,'  or  'encouragement'  to 
the  rebellion,  which  he  was  forbidden  to  give;  and  further,  inasmuch  as  in  forbearing 
to  disclose  and  make  known  the  treason  of  his  son  to  the  President,  or  other  proper 
uuthorities,  arjcording  to  the  requirement  of  the  statute  in  such  cases,  be  was  guilty  of 
misprision  of  treason  as  defined  by  existing  law," 

Afler  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1144-1156  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d 
40th  Cong.] 
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Friday,  February  14,  1868. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1165-1177  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
40thCk)ng.] 

Monday,  February  17,  1868. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1205-1210  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  sess. 
40th  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  February  18,  1868. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1232-1243  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  2d  sess.  40th 
Cong.] 

Wednesday,  February  19,  1868. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  on 
the  18th  of  December  last,  to  admit  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate;  and  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Sumner  to  the  resolution, 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Sumner  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the  said  resolution. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"resolved,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof: 

"That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  Philip  F.  Thomas,  Senator-elect  from  Mary- 
land, cannot  with  truth  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
2,  1862,  and  that  therefore  he  be  not  aUowed  to  take  said  oath," 

After  further  debate, 

Mr.  Conkling  withdrew  his  amendment  to  the  said  resolution;  and 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson; 
and 

After  further  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Drake,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Buckalew,  Cole, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Frelinghuysen,  Grimes,  Hendricks,  Johnson,  Nor- 
ton, Patterson  of  Tennessee,  Ross,  Saulsbury,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey, 
and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cameron,  Cattell.  Chandler,  Conkling, 
Conness,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Drake,  Ferry,  Fowler,  Harlan,  Henderson,  Howard,  Morgan, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Patterson  of  New  Hampshire,  Pomeroy, 
Kamsey,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Somner,  Thayer,  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to;  and 

Thereupon 

Mr.  Drake  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

^^Eesolvedy  That  Philip  F.  Thomas,  having  voluntarily  given  aid,  countenance,  and 
encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  to  the  United  States,  is  not  entitled 
to  take  the  oath  of  office  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
or  to  hold  a  seat  in  this  body  as  such  Senator;  and  that  the  President  jpro  tempore  of  the 
Senate  inform  the  governor  of  the  St&ie  of  Maryland  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the 
premises." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution ;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  20. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Drake,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs. *Cameron,  Cattell,  Chandler,  Conkling, 
Conness,  Corbett,  Drake,  Ferry,  Fowler,  Harlan,  Henderson,  Howard,  Morgan,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morrill, of  Vermont,  Morton,  Patterson  of  New  Hampshire,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey, 
Sherman,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  Wade,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Buckalew,  Cole,  Davis, 
Dixon,  Doolittle,  Fessenden,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,.  Johnson,  Norton,  Patterson  of 
Tennessee,  Ross,  Saulsbury,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle,  Willey,  and  Williams. 

So  it  was 

Besolvedy  That  Philip  F.  Thomas,  having  voluntarily  ffiven  aid,  countenance,  and 
encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hostility  to  the  United  States,  is  not  entitled 
to  take  the  oath  of  office  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
or  to  hold  a  seat  in  this  body  as  such  Senator;  and  that  the  President  jpro  tempore  of  the 
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Senate  inform  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the 
premises. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1260-1271  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  2d  seas. 
40th  Cong.] 

[Elxtract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Doolittle,  of  Wisoonsin,  in  support  of  the  rigrht  of  Mr.  Thomas,  deliv- 
ered in  the  Senate  January  22, 1868,  and  found  on  page  G79  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d 
sess.  40th  Cong.] 


(( 


Now,  Mr.  President,  the  two  facts  which  are  relied  upon  by  those  who  oppose  the 
admission  of  Mr.  Thomas  are  these:  First,  that  he  resigned  his  office  in  the  Cabinet  of 
Mr.  Buchanan;  and  second,  that  when  his  son  left  him- to  join  the  rebellion,  he  gave  his 
son  $100  in  money.  I  maintain  that  both  of  those  facts  are  susceptible  of  a  double  con- 
struction. I  admit  you  may  give  a  construction  to  either  of  them  which  would  tend  to 
show  his  guilt,  that  he  sympaUiized  with  or  countenanced  the  rebellion;  but  I  maintain, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  both  of  those  facts  are  entirely  consistent  with  his  innocence. 
Take  the  first  fact,  the  fact  of  his  resignation.  It  is  said  that  he  resigned  his  position  in 
the  Cabinet  of  Mr.  Buchanan  because  he  did  not  believe  with  Mr.  Buchanan  that  he  had 
a  right  to  maintain  a  military  force  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  That  is  what  is  alleged. 
Suppose  that  to  be  true;  does  that  show  that  Mr.  Thomas  was  in  favor  of  the  rebellion? 
It  shows  that  Mr.  Thomas  had  a  wrong  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  this  Government.  It 
shows  that  Mr.  Thomas  was  of  opinion  that  the  Government  either  had  not  the  power 
or  that  it  would  be  against  good  policy  for  the  Crovernment  to  exert  the  power  by  force 
to  hold  the  harbor  of  Charleston. 

*'  Do  we  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  hundreds  and  thousands  of  men  from  their  edu- 
caticn  were  led  to  believe  and  did  believe  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
not  the  power  by  force  of  arms  to  hold  a  State  in  the  Union  ?  The  great  mass,  I  may 
say,  of  the  Southern  people  were  educated  in  that  belief  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  great 
many  persons  in  the  State  of  Maryland  were  educated  in  that  belief,  and  had  been  for  a 
whole  generation.  The  right  of  a  State  to  separate  from  the  Union  was  a  doctrine  which 
had  been  inculcated  in  all  the  States  of  the  South,  in  the  universities  of  the  South,  in 
the  pulpits  of  the  South,  in  the  press  of  the  South.  I  may  say  that  a  whole  generation 
had  been  reared  under  the  trainings  and  teachings  of  that  very  doctrine,  that  a  State  had 
a  right  to  withdraw  itself  from  the  Union,  and  that  the  allegiance  which  the  citizen 
owed  in  any  State  was  an  allegiance  to  the  State  first,  and  to  the  Union  afterward.  I 
agree  that  this  is  a  most  fatal  heresy,  a  heresy  which  led  to  this  rebellion,  and  which 
bathed  the  whole  land  in  blood,  costing  the  South  two  hundred  thousand  or  three  hun- 
dred thousand  of  the  lives  of  their  ablest  and  strongest  and  best,  and  costing  us  half  a 
million  more.  But,  sir,  it  was  an  opinion  entertained  by  many,  and  even  if  Mr.  Thomas 
entertained  that  opinion  I  maintain  that  the  holding  of  that  opinion  was  not  of  itself 
treasonable.  It  did  not  makh  him  guilty  in  any  respect  of  the  crime  of  treason,  unless 
he  gave  his  countenance  and  support  to  the  rebellion. 

''What  does  he  say  in  this  letter  of  resignation?  He  says  that  he  is  not  able  to  con- 
cur in  the  views  entertained  by  President  Buchanan  '  touching  the  authority,  under 
existing  laws,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of  Charleston. '  He 
states  to  Mr.  Buchanan  that  he  does  not  agree  with  him  in  opinion,  and  for  that  reason 
he  proposes  to  withdraw  from  the  Cabinet.  Is  there  in  that  tact  anything  which  goes 
to  show  that  Mr.  Thomas  was  in  favor  of  the  rebellion  ?  No,  sir.  It  may  show  that  Mr. 
Thomas  did  not  believe  that  we  had  the  power  by  force  of  arms  then  to  enforce  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenues  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  You  remember  that  as  long  ago  as 
1833  a  question  arose  about  enforcing  the  revenue  laws  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and 
the  celebrated  force  bill  was  brought  forward  and  i)a8sed  in-I832  or  1833, 1  believe.  But 
that  law  was  not  standing  upon  the  statute-book  in  1860.  That  law  was  only  temporary, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  may  have  been  of  the  opinion  that  it  required  new  legislation  on  the 
part  of  Congress  before  yon  could  resort  to  force  to  cojlect  the  duties  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston;  and  because  he  disagreed  with  Mr.  Buchanan,  rather  than  embarrass  him 
he  tendered  his  resignation  and  retired  from  the  Cabinet.  I  insist  that  this  act  of  Mr. 
Thomas  is  susceptible  of  a  construction  in  accordance  with  his  entire  innocence  of  any 
connection  with  t^e  rebellion. 

*'  Then,  as  to  the  other  fact — the  fkct  that  he  gave  to  his  son  on  the  morning  when  he 
left  home  $100  in  money — I  agree  that  if  he  gave  that  money  to  his  son  with  a  view  to 
aid  him  on  his  way  to  the  rebellion  it  would  be  susceptible  of  a  construction  whi<^ 
would  make  him  guilty  of  aiding  the  rebellion.  But,  sir,  what  are  the  facts  stated  ?  His 
son  states  that  he  had  made  his  arrangements  to  go,  that  he  had  determined  to  go,  that 
he  informed  his  &ther  that  he  was  then  ready  to  go,  and  would  go.  The  fiither  told  him 
the  ground,  and  the  only  ground,  upon  which  he  gave  him  this  money.  It  was  not  to 
aid  him  to  go  to  the  rebellion,  but  that  in' case  he  was  imprisoned  or  infiufiering  he 
might  have  a  sum  of  money  witJi  him.    It  was  the  prompting  of  his  paternal  heart, 
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#hile  with  tears  in  his  eyes  he  was  protesting  against  his  son  going.  I  submit  that  this 
is  sosceptible  of  two  constrnctions;  and  if  it  be  susceptible  of  two  constructions,  one  of 
which  is  consistent  with  his  innocence,  we  are  bound,  in  the  ordinary  charity  which 
administers  justice  among  men,  to  give  to  it  the  innocent  rather  than  the  guUty  con- 
struction. 

*'  Mr.  President,  we  may  establish  here  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous  character. 
When  the  person  elected,  against  whose  veracity  I  believe  no  one  has  ever  raised  a  ques- 
tion, whose  private  character  as  an  individual  stands  above  reproach,  comes  here  and  is 
ready  in  the  presence  of  this  Senate  and  of  Almighty  God  to  put  his  hands  upon  the  Gros- 
pels  and  take  the  oath  that  he  never  did  countenance  or  aid  the  rebellion  in  any  way 
whatever,  I  say,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  which  goes  to  show  conclusively,  against 
any  reasonable  doubt,  that  he  is  guilty,  we  are  bound  to  receive  him.  We  tender  this 
oath  to  him;  we  make  him  the  witness  in  the  case.  In  equitable  proceedings,  if  a  party 
chooses  to  make  the  other  party  his  witness,  he  is  bound  by  his  testimony.  And  I  say 
if  we  choose  to  put  this  oath  to  the  applicant  and  call  him  here  to  swear  whether  he  ia 
loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  not,  and  if  he  is  willing  to  do  it,  know- 
ing him  as  we  do,  his  character  as  it  stands  before  us  being  above  reproach  as  an  indi- 
vidual, what  light  have  we  not  to  believe  the  statement  which  he  makes  if  the  facts 
which  appear  are  susceptible  of  a  construction  in  accordance  with  innocence  rather  than 
with  guilt  r* 

[Extract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Mowachusetts,  against  the  right  of  Mr.  Thomas,  delivered 
in  the  Senate  February  13, 1868,  and  found  in  the  Ck>ngTeasional  Olobe,  part  2, 2d  seas.  40th  Cong., 
page  1145.] 

'*  A  great  debate  on  the  question  how  loyalty  shall  be  secured  in  the  rebel  States  is  for 
the  time  silenced  in  order  to  consider  how  loyalty  shall  be  secured  in  this  Chamber- 
Everywhere  in  the  rebel  States  disloyal  persons  are  struggling  for  power;  and  now  at  the 
door  of  the  Senate  we  witness  a  similar  struggle.  If  disloyalty  cannot  be  shut  out  of  this 
Chamber,  how  can  we  hope  to  overcome  it  elsewhere  ? 

**More  than  once  at  other  times  I  have  discussed  the  question  of  loyalty  in  the  Senate. 
But  this  was  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  fourteenth  constitutional  amendment.  ■  The 
case  is  plainer  now  than  then,  inasmuch  as  there  is  now  an  explicit  text  requiring  loyalty 
as  A  *  qualification. '  Formerly  we  were  left  to  something  in  the  nature  of  inference;  now 
the  requirement  is  plain  as  language  can  make  it.  By  the  new  amendment  it  is  provided 
that  *  no  person  shall  be  a  Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress  who,  having  previously 
-aken  an  oath  as  a  member  of  Congress,  or  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion 
against  the  same,  or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof ' 

"These  words  are  precisely  applicable  to  the  present  case.  They  lay  down  a  rule  from 
which  there  is  no  appeal;  and  this  rule  is  not  merely  in  the  statutes,  but  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  the  plain  declaration  that  loyalty  is  a  requirement  in  a  Senator  and  Repre- 
sentative. If  we  do  not  apply  it  to  ourselves  now  it  is  difficult  to  see  with  what  consistency 
we  can  apply  it  to  others.  Your  course  here  will  affect  the  meaning  of  this  constitutional 
amendment,  if  not  its  validity  for  the  future. 

"I  do  not  stop  to  argue  the  question,  if  that  amendment  is  now  a  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution; for  I  would  liot  unnecessarily  occupy  your  time,  nor  direct  attention  from  the 
case  which  you  are  to  decide.  For  the  present  I  content  myself  with  two  remarks:  first, 
the  amendment  has  already  been  adopted  by  three-fourths  of  the  States  that  took  part  in 
proposing  it,  and  this  is  enough,  for  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  is  thus  satisfied;  and, 
secondly,  it  has  already  been  adopted  by  *  the  legialaturea  of  three-fourths  of  the  several 
States'  which  have  legislatures,  thus  complying  with  the  letter  of  the  Constitution. 
Therefore  by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  also  by  its  letter,  this  amendment  is  now 
a  part  of  the  Constitution,  binding  on  all  of  us.  As  sach  I  invoke  its  application  to  this 
case.  In  face  of  this  positive  peremptory  requirement  it  is  impossible  to  see  how  loyalty 
can  be  other  than  a  'qualification.'  In  denying  it  you  practically  set  aside  this  amend- 
ment. 

*  *  But  even  without  this  amendment,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  original  text  is  sufficiently 
dear  and  explicit.  It  is  nowhere  said  in  the  Constitution  that  certain  specified  require- 
ments and  none  others  shall  be  *  qualifications '  of  Senators.  The  word  *  qualifications, ' 
which  plays  such  a  part  in  this  case,  occurs  in  another  connection,  where  it  is  provided 
that  *^m1i  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  andgu^i/f|/{ca/io7Mof  itsown 
members. '  What  these  '  qualifications '  may  be  is  to  be  found  elsewhere.  Searching  the 
Constitution  from  beginning  to  end  we  find  three  'qualifications,'  which  come  under  the 
head  of  form,  being  (1)  age,  (2)  citizenship,  and  (3)  inhabitancy  in  the  State.  But  be- 
hin$l  and  above  these  is  another  '  qualification, '  which  is  of  aubkanccj  in  contradiction  to 
form  only.  So  supreme  is  this  that  it  is  placed  under  the  safeguard  of  an  oath.  This  is 
Jojalfy.    It  is  easy  to  see  how  infinitely  more  important  is  this  than  either  of  the  others — 
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thnn  age,  than  citizenship,  or  than  inhabitancy  in  the  State.  A  Senator  failing  in  either 
of  these  would  be  incompetent  by  the  letter  of  the  Constitution ;  but  the  Republic  might 
not  suffer  from  his  presence.  On  the  other  hand,  a  Senator  failing  in  loyalty  is  a  public 
enemy,  whose  presence  in  this  council  Chamber  would  be  a  certain  peril  to  the  Republic. 

'  ^  It  is  vain  to  say  that  loyalty  is  not  declared  to  be  a  '  qualification. '  I  deny  it.  Loy- 
alty is  made  a  ^  qualification '  in  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution ;  and  then  again  in 
the  original  text,  when  in  the  most  solemn  way  possible  it  is  distinguished  and  guarded 
by  an  oath.  Men  are  familiarly  said  to  '  qualify '  when  they  take  the  oath  of  office,  and 
thus  the  language  of  common  life  furnishes  an  authentic  interpretation  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

''  But  no  man  can  be  allowed  to  take  the  oath  as  Senator  when,  on  the  evidence  before 
the  Senate,  he  is  not  competent.  If  it  appear  that  he  is  not  of  sufficient  age,  or  of  the 
required  citizenship  or  inhabitancy,  he  cannot  be  allowed  to  go  to  that  desk.  Especially 
if  it  appear  that  he  fails  in  the  all-important  '  qualification '  of  loyalty,  he  cannot  be 
allow^  to  go  to  that  desk.  A  fiklse  oath,  taken  with  our  knowledge,  would  compromise 
the  Senate^  We  who  consent  will  become  parties  to  the  falsehood.  We  shall  be  parties 
in  the  offense.  It  is  futile  to  say  that  the  oath  is  one  of  purgation  only,  and  that  it  is 
for  him  who  takes  it  to  determine  on  his  consci^ce  if  he  can  take  it.  The  Senate  cannot 
forget  the  evidence;  nor  can  its  responsibility  in  the  case  be  swallowed  up  in  any  process 
of  individual  purgation.  On  the  evidence  we  must  act  and  judge  accordingly.  The 
'  open  sesame '  of  this  Chamber  must  be  something  more  than  the  oath  of  a  suspected 
applicant. 

**  According  to  Lord  Coke,  'an  infidel  cannot  be  sworn '  as  a  witness.  This  was  an 
early  rule  w^ch  has  since  been  softened  in  our  courts.  Bat  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  existing  statutes  a  '^tolitical  infidel  cannot  be  sworn '  as  a  Senator. 
Whatever  may  be  his  inclination  or  motive  he  must  not  be  allowed  to  approach  your 
desk.  The  country  has  a  right  to  expect  that  all  who  enter  here  shall  have  a  sure  and 
well-founded  loyalty,  above  all  question  or  'suspicion.'  And  such  1  insist  is  the  rule  of 
the  Constitution  and  of  Congress. 

'  ^  As  if  to  place  the  question  beyond  all  doubt.  Congress  by  positive  enactment  requires 
that  every  Senator,  before  ^mission  to  his  seat,  shall  swear  that  he  has  '  voluntarily 
given  no  aid,  countenance,  counsel,  or  encouragement  to  persons  engaged  in  armed  hos- 
tility'  to  the  United  States.  Here  is  little  more  than  an  interpretation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  conclusion  is  plain.  No  person  who  has  voluntarily  given  even  'countenance' 
or  '  encouragement '  to  another  engaged  in  the  rebellion  can  be  allowed  to  take  that  oath. 

"After  this  statement  of  the  rule,  the  question  arises,  if  Philip  F.  Thomas  can  be  per- 
mitted to  take  the  oath  at  your  desk,  or,  in  other  words,  to  '  qualify  '  as  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States.     Is  he  competent?    This  is  a  question  of  evidence. 

"The  ample  discussion  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  their  singular  plainness,  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  all  details.  The  atmosphere  about  Mr.  Thomas  and  his  acts  are 
harmonious.  From  the  beginning  we  find  him  enveloped  in  coldness  and  indifference 
while  his  country  was  in  peril.  But,  observing  him  more  closely,  we  are  shocked  by  two 
acts  of  positive  disloyalty,  one  of  which  is  the  natural  preludeof  the  other.  The  first 
muttering  of  the  rebellion  found  him  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  of  Mr.  Buchanan;  but 
when  this  uncertain  President  proposed  the  succor  of  our  troops  at  Charleston,  already 
menaced  with  war,  Mr.  Thomas  withdrew  from  the  patriotic  service.  He  resigned  his 
seat,  following  the  lead  of  Cobb,  Thompson,  and  Floyd.  A  man  is  known  by  the  com- 
pany he  keeps.  His  company  at  this  time  were  traitors.  And  the  act  they  united  in 
doing  was  essentially  disloyal.  As  the  rebellion  assumed  the  front  of  war  they  all  aban- 
donS  their  posts — some  to  join  the  rebellion  and  mingle  with  its  armies;  Mr.  Thomas 
more  prudently  to  watch  the  course  of  events  in  Maryland^  ready  to  lift  his  arm  also  if 
his  State  pronounced  the  word.  This  concerted  desertion  was  in  itself  a  conspiracy 
against  the  Government;  and,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Thomas,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, it  was  a  blow  at  the  national  credit,  which  it  was  his  special  duty  to  guard.  It  was 
an  act  of  disloyalty  to  be  blasted  by  indignant  history,  even  if  your  judgment  fiiilsnow. 
And  this  was  the  first  stage  in  this  record. 

"Meanwhile  the  war  rages.  Armies  are  marshaled.  Battles  ensue.  Washington 
itself  is  beleaguered.  The  Republic  trembles  with  peril.  But  Mr.  Thomas  continues 
in  the  seclusion  of  his  home,  enveloped  in  the  same  disloyal  atmosphere,  and  reftising 
always  the  oath  of  allegiance.  At  last  in  1863  an  only  son  arrives  at  the  lige  of  eighteen. 
Though  still  a  minor  he  is  already  of  the  military  age.  Naturally  filled  with  the  senti- 
ments of  his  father's  fireside,  he  seeks  to  maintain  them  by  military  service.  He  is  like 
his  father,  but  with  the  ardor  of  youth  instead  of  the  caution  of  years.  He  avows  his 
purpose  to  enlist  in  the  rebel  army,  thus  to  levy  war  against  his  country  and  adhere  to 
its  enemies.  All  this  was  treason — plain,  palpable,  unquestionable,  downright  treason. 
Instead  of  detaining  his  son;  instead  of  keeping  him  back;  instead  of  interposing  a  pa- 
ternal veto;  instead  of  laying  hands  gently  upon  him;  instead  of  denouncing  him  to  tho 
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magistrate,  all  of  which  the  father  might  have  done,  he  deliberately  lets  him  go,  and 
then,  to  cap  the  climax  of  criminal  complicity,  furnishes  the  means  for  his  journey  and 
his  equipment.  He  gives  5^100.  The  father  is  not  rich,  and  yet  he  gives  this  consider- 
able sum.  Few  soldiers  started  with  such  ample  allowance.  Thus  it  stands.  The 
father,  who  has  already  deserted  his  post  in  the  Cabinet  and  has  refused  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  his  country,  contributes  a  soldier  to  the  rebellion,  and  that  soldier  is  his 
only  son.  To  complete  and  assure  the  great  contribution,  he  contributes  a  sum  of  money 
also.  If  all  this  accumulated  disloyalty,  beginning  in  a  total  renunciation  of  e^'ery  pa- 
triotic duty,  and  finally  consummated  by  an  act  of  flagrant,  unblushing  enormity,  is  not 
*aid  and  comfort'  or  'countenance'  or  'encouragement'  to  the  rebellion,  it  is  difficult  to 
say  what  can  be.  There  must  be  new  dictionaries  for  these  familiar  words,  and  they  must 
receive  a  definition  down  to  this  day  unknown.  They  must  be  treated  as  thread  or  gos- 
samer, when  they  should  be  links  of  iron 
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[Fortieth  Congress — Second  session.] 
JOHN  T.  JONES  AND  AUGUSTUS  H.  GARLAND  vs.  ALEXAN 

DER  Mcdonald  and  benjamin  f.  rice, 

of  Arkansas.  ^ 

Arkansas  had  been  without  representation  in  Ck>n^res8  from  1861.  June  23, 1868,  the  credentials  of 
Mr.  McDonald  and  Mr.  Rice,  elected  April  15, 1868,  to  fill  the  unexpired  terms  ending:  March  3, 1871 
and  1873,  were  presented.  On  the  same  day  there  were  presented  from  the  filesof  the  Senate  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Garland,  purporting:  to  be  certificates  of  their  elections  for  the  same  terms. 
The  two  latter  credentials  had  been  originally  presented  to  the  Senate  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  in  the  years  1866  and  1867,  soon  after  the  respective  elections.  They  were  again  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  it  appears  from  the  debate  that  the  elections  of  Messrs.  Jones  and  Garland  took 
place  when  a  provisional  government  existed  in  Arkansas.  A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  cre- 
dentials of  Messrs.  McDonald  and  Rice  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  motion 
was  determined  in  the  negative,  and  Messrs.  McDonald  and  Rice  took  their  seats.  It  appears  from 
the  debate  on  their  credentials  that  some  Senators  were  of  opinion  that  the  credentials  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee  for  the  reasons  that  they  did  not  in  some  particulars  conform  to  the  act  of 
July  25, 18C6,  regulating  the  election  of  Senators, and  that  the  election  had  taken  place  before  the 
passage  of  the  act  declaring  Arkansas  entitled  to  representation  in  Ck>ng:re8s. 

The  history  of  the  cose  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  40th  Cong.,  2d  sess. 

The  debate  is  found  on  pages  8384-3389  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  4, 2d  sess.  40th  Cong. 

Tuesday,  Jutie  23, 1868. 

Mr.  Thayer  presented  the  credentials  of  Benjamin  F.  Rice,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the  unexpired  term  commencing  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  1867;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Thayer  presented  the  credentials  of  Alexander  McDonald,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the  unexpired  term  commencing  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  1865;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  from  the  filesof  the  Senate  papers  purporting  to  be  the  credentials 
of  John  T.  Jones  and  Augustus  H.  Garland,  chosen  Senators  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas  for  the  unexpired  terms  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  Alarch,  1865, 
and  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1867. 

Mr.  Howard  submitted  a  motion  that  the  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Davis  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hendricks  asked  to  have  the  papers  read;  and 

Objection  being  made  thereto. 

The  President  pro  tempore  submitted  the  question  to  the  Senate,  to  wit:  Shall  the 
papers  be  read?  and  it  was  determined  in  the  aflB.rmative — yeas  30,  nays  16. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Cragin, 
Davis,  Dixon,  Doolittle,  Drake,  Edmunds,  Fessenden,  Fowler,  Harlan,  Henderson,  Hen- 
dricks, Johnson,  McCreery,  Morgan,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Patterson  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Patterson  of  Tennessee,  iSimsey,  Ross,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Trumbull,  Van  Winkle, 
"Willey,  and  Yates. 

Xhosc  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cattell,  Chandler,  Conness,  Ferry,  Freling- 
huysen;  Howard,  Howe,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Nye,  Pomeroy,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  Tip- 
ton, Wade,  and  Wilson. 

So  it  was  decided  that  the  papers  be  read;  and 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  same,  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  ofMr.  How- 
ard that  the  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Davis  lie  on  the  table;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  submitted  by  Mr.  Davis  that  the  credentials  of  Beigamin  F.  Rice 
and  the  credentials  of  Alexander  McDonald  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary; and 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative;  and 

The  oaths  prescribed  by  law  were  administered  to  Mr.  Rice  and  Mr.  McDonald  by  the 
President  1^0  tempore,  and  they  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 
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WILLIAM  MARVIN  vs.  THOMAS  W.  OSBORK, 

of  Florida. 

ti'lori4^  had  been  without  representation  in  Congress  from  1861.  June  30, 1868,  the  credentials  of 
Mr.  Osliorn,  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  endinR  March  3, 1873,  were  presented.  They  were 
signed  by  Harrison  Reed,  governor,  and  certified  that  he  had  been  elected  June  18, 1868.  A  motion 
was  made  that  the  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It  appears  from  the 
debate  that  by  a  resolution  of  the  Florida  legislature  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  amendments 
had  been  *'  adopted."  It  was  maintained  by  some  that  this  was  not  a  suflicient "  ratification  "  of  the 
amendments.  Pending  debate  on  the  motion  to  refer  Mr.  Osborn's  credentials,  the  credentials  of 
Mr.  Marvin,  claiming  to  have  been  elected  for  the  same  term,  were  presented.  They  were  signed 
by  David  S.  Walker  as  governor,  and  certified  that  Mr.  Marvin  had  been  elected  Novembei  28, 1866. 
The  motion  to  refer  Mr.  Osborn's  credentials  to  a  committee  was  determined  in  the  negative,  and 
Mr.  Osborn  was  admitted  to  the  seat.  No  further  action  was  taken  on  Mr.  Marvin's  credentials.  It 
appears  f^om  the  debate  on  them  that  Mr.  Marvin  had  been  elected  before  Congress  had  declared 
that  Florida  was  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress,  it  having  declared  that  Florida  was  not  en- 
titled to  appoint  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  40th  Cong.,  2d  sess. 

The  debates  are  found  on  pages  3598-^i607  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  4,  2d  seas.  'lOth  Cong. 

Tuesday,  June  30,  1868. 

Mr.  Howe  presented  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida  ratifying 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  known  as  Articles  XIII  and 
XIV;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Howe  presented  the  credentials  of  Thomas  Ward  Osborn,  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  unexpired  term  com- 
mencing March  4,  1867;  which  were  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drake  that  the  resolution  of  ratification  of  the  legislature 
of  Florida  and  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Osborn  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Doolittle  presented  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the  credentials  of  William  Marvin, 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida  on  the 
28th  of  November,  1866,  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1867,  and  asked  that  the  paper  be  read. 

Objection  to  the  reading  of  the  paper  having  been  made  by  Mr.  Howe, 

The  President  pro  tempore  submitted  the  question  to  the  Senate,  Shall  the  paper  be 
read?  and  it  was  determined  in  the  afilrmative;  and 

The  said  paper  having  been  read,  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Drake 
to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Florida  and  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Osborn  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  C^nness,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckalew,  Davis,  Doolittle, 
Drake,  Edmunds,  Fessenden,  Hendricks,  Howard,  Johnson,  McCreery,  Morrill  of  Maine, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norton,  Patterson  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Vickers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cameron,  Cattell,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conness, 
Corbett,  Cragin,  Ferry,  Frelinghuysen,  Harlan,  Howe,  McDonald,  Morgan,  Morton,  Nye, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Ross,  Sherman,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Van 
Winkle,  Wade,  Willey,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Drake  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Howe  submitted  a  motion  that  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  be  now  administered 
to  Mr.  Osborn. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drake  that  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Osborn  lie  on  the  table, 
and  that  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Florida  ratifying  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Conness  raised  the  question  of  order,  to  wit,  that  the  motion  to  administer  t^e 
Qfiths  of  office  to  Mr.  Osborn  having  been  first  made,  and  being,  in  the  nature  of  a  priv- 
ileged question,  had  precedence  over  the  motion  of  Mr.  Drake. 

The  President  j>ro  tempore  sustained  the  question  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Conness,  and 
decided  the  motion  of  Mr.  Drake  not  in  order;  and 
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On  the  question.  Shall  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  be  now  administered  to  Mr.  Os- 
bom? 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Drake  that  the  further  coosidenition  of  said  question  be  postponed 
to  to-morrow,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatiTe — ^jeas  13,  nays  31. 

On  motion  by  3klr.  Conness,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desiied  by  one-fiith  of  the  Sen- 
ators present^ 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bnckalew,  Corbett,  Davis,  Doo- 
little,  Drake,  Edmunds,  Fessenden,  Hendricks,  McCreeiy,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norton, 
and  Vickers, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cameron,  Gattell,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conk- 
ling,  Conness,  Cragin,  Ferry,  Frelinghuysen,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  McDonald,  Mor- 
gan, Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson  of  New  Hampshire,  Pomeroy,  Kamsey, 
Ross,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  Tipton,  Trombnll,  Wade,  Willey,  Williams,  Wilson, 
and  Yates. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  question  to  administer  the 
oaths  to  ^Ir.  Osborn  was  not  agreed  to;  and 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  be  now  administered  to  Mr.  Os- 
born ?  it  was  detenuined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  33,  nays  6. 

On  motion  by  M  r.  Dmke.  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  votetl  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Cameron,  Cattell,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conk- 
ling,  Conness,  Corbett,  Cragm,  Drake,  Ferry,  Frelinghuysen,  Harlan,  Howard,  McDonald, 
Morgiui,  Morrill  of  Alaine,  5Iorrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Pomeroy,  l^msey,  Ross,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  Tipton,  TrumboU,  Wade, 
Willey,  Williams,  Wilson,  and  Yates. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Buckalew,  Davis,  Doolittle,  Johnson, 
McCreery,  and  Vickers. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  oaths  prescribed  by  law  were  administered  to  Mr.  OBhom  by  the  PresideDt  pro 
tempore  J  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
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HILL  AND  MILLER,  and  WHITELEY  and  FARROW, 

of  Oeorg^ia. 

• 

December?,  1868,  the  credentials  of  Joshua  Hill,  elected  for  the  unexpire<l  portion  of  the  term  be- 
firinnlugr  March  4, 1867,  were  presented.  Deoember  10,  his  credentials  were  referred  to  the  Ck>mmittee 
on  the  Judiciary.  January  li,  1869,  the  credentials  of  H.V.  M.  Miller,  elected  for  the  unexpired  por- 
tion of  the  term  beginning^  March  4,  lHQo,  were  presented  and  referred  to  tlie  same  committee.  Jan- 
uary 25,  1869,  the  committee  reported  on  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Hill.  The  chief  question  to  be  de- 
cided was  whether  Geon^ia  had  complied  with  the  conditions  of  an  uct  providing  for  her  admission 
to  representation.  This  act  provided  that  "no  person  prohibited  from  holdiuf^  oflice  under  the 
United  States  or  any  State  by  section  3  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  known  as  article  14,  shall  be  deemed  eligible  to  any  office  in  said  State  unless  re- 
lieved from  disability  as  provided  in  said  amendment."  The  committee  reported  that  some  of  the 
members  composing  the  legislature  electing  Mr.  Hill  were  disqualiiied  under  the  above  provision; 
that  the  legislature  had  gone  through  with  the  forms  of  an  investigation  which  did  "not  appear 
to  have  been  conducted  in  good  faith,"  and  had  found  none  of  the  inembers  disqualifled;  that 
"the  election  and  qualiflcation  of  meml>ers  of  the  legislature,  where  the  existence  of  any  legisla- 
ture authorized  to  act  as  such  is  not  involved,  cannot  be  inquire<l  into  by  the  Senate  in  determin- 
ing the  right  of  a  Senator  to  his  seat ;  "  but  that  "  the  question  involved  in  this  case  is  not  whether 
persons  not  entitled  to  seats  in  the  legislature  were  received  by  that  body  and  allowed  to  vote 
upon  the  election  of  a  Senator,  but  whether  the  body  assuming  to  be  the  legislature  violated  the 
conditions  upon  which  it  was  allowed  to  organize  by  permitting  disloyal  persons  to  participate 
in  its  proceedings."  The  committee  submitted  a  resolution  that  Mr.  Hill  "  ought  not  now  to  be 
admitted"  to  take  his  sent.  There  was  a  minority  report.  February  17,  1869,  the  committee  rc- 
liorted  against  admitting  Mr.  Miller  to  his  seat.  There  was  no  written  report.  In  the  next  session 
of  Congress  the  credentials  of  Messrs.  Hill  and  Miller  were  again  referred  to  the  committee, 
who  reported  them  back,  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table.  February  14,1870,  in  the  next  session, 
the  credentials  were  again  referred  to  the  committee.  A  new  election  liuving  t)een  held,  the  cre- 
dentials of  Richard  H.  Whitclcy,  elected  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  beginning  March 
4,  lWi5,  and  the  credentials  of  Henry  1*.  Furrow,  elected  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term 
beginning  March  4, 1867,  were  presented  July  15,1870,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  No  reports 
were  mode  during  this  session  on  the  credentials;  but  an  act  was  passed  (approved  December  22, 
1869)  to  promote  the  reconstruction  of  Georgia:  a  report  was  made  March  2, 1870  (No. 58),  on  the 
question  whether  the  legislature  had  l)een  reorganized  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act ;  and  an  act  was  passed  (approved  July  15.  IS?*))  dcclariiijj:  that  the  State  was  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  Congress.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relatmg  to  these  acts  are  not  included  in 
the  proceedings  given  l>elow.  Deceml)er  3, 1870,  in  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  credentials  of 
Messrs.  VVhiteley  and  Farrow  were  referred  to  the  committee.  January  23,1871,  the  committee 
reported  on  the  credentials  of  the  four  claimants  that  Messrs.  Hill  and  Miller,  elected  under  the 
organixation  of  1868,  were  duly  elected,  but  that  Mr.  Miller,  having  acted  as  a  surgeon  in  the  rebel 
anny,  could  not  take  the  oath  required  by  the  act  of  July  2, 1862.  They  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  thatMr.  Hill  was  entitled  to  his  seat.  There  was  a  minority  report  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution  declaring  Messrs.  Whiteley  and  Farrow  (who  liad  been  elected  under 
the  organization  of  1870)  entitled  to  seats.  February  1,1871,  the  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  agreed  to  and  Mr.  Hill  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate.  February  24, 1871,  a  joint  resolution 
prescribing  an  oath  to  Imj  taken  by  Mr.  Miller  was  approved,  ond  Mr.  Miller  took  his  seat. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating  to  this  joint  resolution  are  nut  included  in  thcextr  nets 
given  below. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  the  case  from  Senate  Journals,  3d  sess.  40th  Cong.,  and  1st,  2d,  and  3d  sess.  41st  Cong.,  with  ex- 
tracts from  the  reports.  A  portion  of  report  No.  58, 2d  sess.  4l8t  Cong.,  referred  to  above,  is  included 
in  the  report  made  January  23, 1871,  given  below. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below,  and  references  to  the  reports  are 
given  in  foot-notes. 

[Third  sesson  of  the  Fortieth  Congress.] 

CREDENTIALS  OF  MR.   HILL. 

Monday,  December  7,  1868. 

Mr.  Sherman  presented  the  credentials  of  Joshua  Hill,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  general 
assemhly  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1867;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Drake  moved  that  the  said  credentials  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary when  said  committee  shall  have  been  appointed. 

Pending  debate, 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  a  memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the  colored  voters  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  in  convention  assembled,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  legislature  of 
that  State  in  expelling  twenty-nine  coloreii  meml)ers  from  the  said  legislature;  which 
was  read;  and. 

After  further  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Joshua  Hill  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  IS  of  Congressional  Globe,  part  1, 3d  sess.  40h  Cong.] 
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Thubsday,  December  10,  186& 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  of  Joshua  HiU,  a  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Geoigia, 
together  ^ith  the  letter  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Oeorgia  in  relation  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  known  as  the  reconstmction  laws,  and  the  memorial  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  colored  voters  of  Georgia  in  convention  assembled^  in  relation  to  the  expul- 
sion of  certain  members  from  the  legislatnre  of  that  State,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Monday,  January  25, 1869. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  creden- 
tials of  Joshua  Hill,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  Georgia  for  the  unexpired 
portion  of  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1867,  submitted  a  report  (No. 
192),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Resolved,  That  Joshua  Hill,  claiming  to  be  Senator-elect  from  Georgia,  ought  not 
now  to  be  permitted  to  take  a  seat  in  this  body." 

Mr.  Trumbull  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Senate  to  present  the  views  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  relation  to  the  right  of  Joshua  Hill,  Sen- 
ator-elect from  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  with  the  report  of  the  committee  submitted  by  Mr.  Stewart. 

BEPOBT  OP  COMMmSE  ON  CREDENTIALS  OF  ME.  HILIi — MAJORITY  AND  MINORITY.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Stewart,  Frelinghuysen, 
Edmunds,  Conkling,  Rice,  Carpenter,  and  Hendricks.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
January  25,  1869. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Joshua 
Hill,  claiming  to  be  Senator-elect  from  Georgia,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  credentials  referred  to  your  committee  are  in  the  usual  form,  and  if  the  State  of 
Greorgia  is  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress,  Mr.  Hill  ought  to  be  permitted  to  take 
his  seat. 

From  the  fact  of  the  reference,  your  committee  feel  called  upon  to  go  behind  the  cre- 
dentials to  ascertain  if  any  reasons  exist  why  Mr.  Hill  should  not  be  admitted  to  the 
Senate. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1868,  the  President  transmitted  to  Congress  a  proposed  constitu- 
tion for  the  State  of  Georgia  which  had  been  framed  by  a  convention  assembled  under 
the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress  and  ratified  by  the  people.  On  the  25th  June,  fol- 
lowing, Congress  passed  an  act  which,  among  other  things,  provided  for  the  admission 
of  Georgia  to  representation  upon  compliance  with  certain  conditions  therein  named,  the 
most  important  of  which  was  that  the  legislature  of  Georgia  should  duly  ratify  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  known  as  the  fourteenth  amendment.  The 
act  further  provides  that  after  compliance  with  the  required  conditions  ^ '  the  officers  of  said 
Statft  duly  elected  and  qualified  under  the  constitution  hereof  shall  be  inaugurated  with- 
out delay;  but  no  person  prohibited  from  holding  office  under  the  United  States  or  any 
State  by  section  3  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
known  as  article  14  shall  be  deemed  eligible  to  any  office  in  said  State  unless  relieved 
from  disability  as  provided  in  said  amendment." 

The  obvious  design  of  this  provision  was  to  prevent  the  new  organization  from  fallins 
under  the  control  of  enemies  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  defeat  the  reconstruction  m 
t  he  State. 

The  right  of  Mr.  Hill  (if  regularly  elected)  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  depends  upon  three 
important  considerations: 

First.  Did  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  regularly  organized  in  accordance  with  theCon- 
Htitution  of  the  United  States,  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  constitution  of  Georgia,  duly 
ratify  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  comply  with  the  various  conditions  imposed  by 
the  act  of  June  25,  1868? 

vSecond.  Have  the  legislature  and  people  of  Georgia,  subsequent  to  such  compliance 
with  said  acts  of  Congress,  committed  such  acts  of  usurpation  and  outrage  as  to  place  the 
State  in  a  condition  unfit  to  be  represented  in  Congress? 

Third.  Whether,  on  the  whole  case,  taking  the  action  of  Georgia  both  before  and  since 
the  pretended  ratification  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  a  civU  government  has  been 
established  in  that  State  which  Congress  ought  to  recognize? 

These  (|ueHtions  must  be  answered  by  the  law  and  the  fiicts. 

*  Taken  from  Senate  Beporta,  8d  aeas.  40th  Cong.,  No.  192.  The  accomfMuiyinflr  docnmenfeB,  making 
pages  5-31  and  8M0  of  the  report,  ar«  omitM. 
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The  district  commander,  General  Meade,  by  a  general  order  dated  June  25,  1868,  de- 
clared the  result  of  the  election;  Rufus  B.  Bullock  being  elected,  governor,  and  among 
the  members  elected  to  the  legislature  in  that  order  were  thirty-one  colored  men — three 
senators  and  twenty-eight  representatives.  (See  Exhibit  No.  1.)  By  a  proclamation  of 
the  governor-elect,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  June  25,  1868,  the  legislature  of  Georgia 
convened  on  the  4th  July  following.  On  the  8th  July  the  organization  of  the  two  houses 
was  effected,  and  all  persons  declared  elected  were  allowed  to  take  their  seats. 

When  the  governor-elect  was  notified  of  the  action  of  the  two  houses,  he  addressed  a 
communication  to  General  Meade,  commander  of  the  district,  informing  him  of  the  fact, 
and  also  that  it  was  alleged  that  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  genenil  assembly  who 
had  taken  their  seats,  and  one  or  more  officers  of  that  body,  were  not  eligible  under  the 
act  of  June  25,  1868,  by  reason  of  their  having  taken  an  official  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  subsequently  ha<l  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  ene- 
mies thereof.  General  Meade  on  the  same  day  replied  to  the  communication,  and  among 
other  things  desired  the  governor-elect  to  communicate  to  the  legislature  that  he  could  not 
recognize  any  act  of  that  body  as  valid  or  allow  the  same  to  be  executed  until  satisfactory 
evidence  was  produced  that  all  persons  excluded  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  were 
deprived  of  their  seats  in  both  houses.  Whereupon  the  two  houses  went  through  the 
form  of  an  investigation.  But  from  the  evidence  before  your  committee  the  investiga- 
tion does  not  appear  to  have  been  conducted  in  good  faith,  or  with  any  intention  either  of 
finding  the  facts  or  of  excluding  persons  known  to  be  disqualified.  A  committee  was 
appointed  in  each  hovse.  In  the  senate  the  majority  of  the  committee  found  all  the 
members  qualified;  but  there  was  a  minority  report  which  gave  an  abstract  of  the  evi- 
dence and  found  four  senators  disqualified.  The  evidence  consisted  of  the  admissions  of 
the  senators  themselves;  which  if  true,  they  should  have  been  excluded.  Yet  the  senate 
passed  a  resolution,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  admitting  them  all. 
These  facts  appear  in  the  official  correspondence  between  Governor  Bullock  and  Greneral 
Meade  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  the  Georgia  legislature.  (See  Exhibit  A.)  There 
were  three  reports  in  the  house.  The  m^ority  report  found  two  members  disqualified ; 
one  of  the  minority  reports  found  still  another  member  disqualified,  but  the  other  mi- 
nority report  found  that  all  were  qualified.  The  last  report  was  adopted  by  the  house 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question.  To  illustrate  the  manner  in  which  the 
investigation  was  conducted,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  on  the  16th, 
I7th,  and  18th  days  of  July,  1868,  as  reported  in  the  Atlanta  Daily  Era,  and  forwarded  to 
the  State  Department,  is  attached  to  this  report.  (See  Exhibits  A,  B,  and  C. )  It  is  alleged 
that  an  impartial  investigation  would  have  shown  from  thirty  to  forty  members  of  the 
legislature  disqualified  under  the  fourteenth  amendment;  and  althou^  your  committee 
have  not  been  able  to  fully  investigate  this  matter,  but,  from  the  evidence  before  them, 
they  have  little  doubt  that  the  number  was  large,  as  the  exhibit  hereto  attached  will 
tend  to  establish.  For  the  purposes  of  this  repprt,  however,  your  committee  did  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  ascertain  the  number  of  disqualified  persons  admitted.  But  the  fact  that 
.any  were  knowingly  admitted  was  not  only  a  violation  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  a 
failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Congress,  but  manifests  a  disposition  to  dis- 
obey and  defy  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  If  one  could  be  admitt^  why  not  all  ? 
And  will  it  be  contended  that  if  the  entire  body  had  been  composed  of  men  who  had 
usurped  the  functions  of  the  legislature,  against  the  express  provisions  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts,  they  could  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  those  acts  so  as  to  create  any 
obligation  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  receive  their  Senators  and  Representatives  ? 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  act  of  June  25,  1868,  which  required  that  the 
constitutional  amendment  should  be  duly  ratified,  must  be  held  to  mean  that  it  must  be 
ratified  by  a  legislature  which  has  in  good  faith  substantially  complied  with  all  the  re- 
quirements of  law  providing  for  its  organization.  It  is  true  that  after  this  pretended 
investigation  by  the  two  houses  of  the  eligibility  of  their  members  the  district  com- 
mander recognized  the  validity  of  their  proceedings,  and  permitted  the  State  officers  to 
be  inaugurated  and  the  State  government  to  go  into  operation.  On  the  21st  day  of  July 
the  legislature  passed  a  resolution  of  ratification  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  and  the 
other  resolution  required  by  the  act  of  June  25,  1868. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  1868,  the  legislature  went  into  joint  convention  for  the  election 
of  United  States  Senators.  Joshua  Hill  received  110  votes;  Joseph  E.  Brown,  94  votes, 
and  A.  H.  Stevens,  3  votes,  whereupon.  Mr.  Hill  was  declared  elected  United  Stites 
Senator  for  the  term  ending  March  3,  1873. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  Mr.  Hill  received  votes  of  persons  who  were  not  qualified  to 
hold  seats  in  the  legislature  more  than  sufficient  to  constitute  his  m^ority  and  secure 
his  election,  but  your  committee  do  not  propose  to  investigate  that  question.  The  elec- 
tion and  qualification  of  members  of  the  legislature,  where  the  existence  of  any  legisla- 
ture authorized  to  act  as  such  is  not  involv^,  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the  Senate  in 
detennining  the  right  of  a  Senator  to  his  seat.    Your  committee  hold  that  the  question 
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iu\ol\<'<l  ill  tiii*^  i'asi'  is  imx  whctlirr  )km's(iiis  not  t'lititU'tl  to  scats  in  th**  h-^islaturv  won* 
n'<*«'iv<>(l  \t\  tliat  luxly  ;iiiil  nlloUfd  to  xoti*  \\\nm  tin*  clrrtion  ot'  a  S'liator,  !>ut  whcthiT 
th<-  YhmIv  rivsinuin;:  t'>h<-  tin*  U-;;islatiirr  violat<*4l  the  roiulitioiis  u})on  which  it  was  alh»w«'(l 
to  or.::»iii/t'  l»\  iM'imittin;;  disloyal  ikts4»iis  t4»  particijiatc  in  its  imKfcilinjr*-  It  may  U* 
coMtcndtMl  tluit  althiiuuli  thf  matters  lirrrinl>«*ton*  M-t  forth  const  it  ntc  a  tail  nn*  on  the 
IKirt  oMln-  State  ot'<icoi;:ia  to  comply  in  every  rcsjMit  with  tlie  reconstruction  aetH.  yot 
ron;;ic>.'«oiii»lit  to\\ai\c  tlic«.eH|i.^ht  de}>;irtiin*san<l  admit  their  rej)re>cntativt»s.  Hut  an 
cxaiiiiiKitioii  into  the  -^ulwdjui  nt  pioctidiii;;>  oi"  the  legislature  ol  <ie«»rt!ia,  ami  the  tlin- 
or;'ai)i/.cd  toiidilioii  'i]'MK>iet\  i:i  tliat  Stat<-.  leaiN  vour  <'ommitt4*e  to  the  conclusion  that 
u\\  tlioc  \iolatioii>  ot'  htvv  win*  in  pursuance  ot'a  common  ]»uriM)S4>  to  exade  tlic  law  ami 
resist  the  autlioiity  otthi*  I  nitcd  St;>te««. 

'llii'  colored  mcm)>ers  in  the  or;raiii/^ition  ot'  the  Ic;:ishiture.  iifs  han  Ikh'U  statiil.  wen' 
allowed  to  tak«*  thcii  si;its.  On  the  !»tli  ot'  .luly.  W»*<,  tlie  day  alter  such  or^aniz;ition. 
the  rnl|o%\in:;  action  \\:is  h:id  in  i«'i::ird  to  the  three  colored  S4-natois: 

•  Mr.  Welch  iiio\<d  thai  tin*  aitmn  taken  on  y<*sterday,  in  n'jranl  to  the  eli^ihility  ol" 
certain  inenilMT>.  he  ifi  niiHideicd.       \;;reed  t<». 

"  Mr.  Shciinaii  iiii>\«<l  lostiikcout  ih:tt  |N»rtion  ot  Mr.  ('an«Iler*s  rexdiition  whi<-h 
letei'*  tf»  the  elii:ihilit\  ni"  Nlc"*!-*    ratiiplipll.  \V:dIa«-e.  and  I'raillev. 

"  Mr  (':indli-i  inuMd  t«i  I.ix  th«'  le-olution  and  amendment  on  the  tahle. 

'■  Mi.  r.radl.\.  In  iHii  fi'fiilt'd  to  iln-  iIimm,  tistinu-d  hi*.  s|M-iM'h  »»ryc>terda\.  in  op|Mwi- 
tion  to  till-  amendment  nt   Mr.  Cin  Ih-r.  and  wa-*  liillowed  hy  Mr.  CamplH-H. 

"  Ihe  matter  v\a«*  lin:ill>   nl«!ii*<l  to  tin-  ciniiniittci*  on  privileges  and  ele<tions  " 

'i'hiis  thi-i  \«\mI  •iiiestinii  was  «|nii'tly  smothend  lor  the  time.  Ihit  .^lr.  Candler,  on 
the  '.'.'ith  ol  .luly  'a  lewda>s  hi-liifi'  ihe  St'liatol  i.ll  eh-etioui.  otVeied  the  t'ollowitl^  rcHidu- 
tion,  v\hii  h  w.i^  laid  on  the  talili- 

"  W'Ih-ii  as  r\-4  io\eiiii»i  .lust  pli  l!.  Itiitwii.  oiie  oT  the  ablest  lawyers  ill  th<'  Kepuhliran 
ji.iit\  ol"*  ieiHiiia.  as  well  .isotltei  |Hi-sons.  distinguished  for  thiir  knowIe<t^e  of  uinstitii- 
tii»nal  law.  helil.  ilniiii^  th«-  late  can\ass.  that  {mi^^ius  of  c«d<»r  %vere  not  entithil  to  hold 
ofliei- iinihi  the  *  \istii)w  ctiiistitutioii:  and 

•■  WhiTcas  -ui  h  p'  isoiJs  h  iM  suits  as  s|.nai«iis  mi  lids  iIinu  .  ami 

•  \Vh«iias  thiie  an*  l.iwsnt  \  ital  im|Mirtance  to  tin-  |M'o)de  of  timrifia  to  1m>  i*nart4'«l  hy 
the  ueiicr.il  :is<.i-iiih]y.  the  \alidiiy  ol' whieh  should  not  U*  made  uiuvrtain  Nt'atist*  of 
a  |».(iticipation  of  th«-n  enarlmeiit  bv  imtmuis  not  eiititlist.  under  the  <'Oiistitut ion.  tf>  mi 

}t.H  t  l<-|p.:t"-    'I  111  ti'fitli-. 

"  /;«  ;/  }«.«'•/'/«/,  'ih.it  the  niiuiiiittec  on  pri\ile^e>  ami  ele<ii(»nH  1h'  din'ctifl  ti»  in<|uirt* 
into  the  c]i:iiliilit\  ol  the  si'M'ial  {HTsoiis  nt  cidor  holdiiiK  wats  as  s4>nators  and  re|Mirt  ut 
tlh- earliest  da\  pra«li«aMi' 

^!l     llun'.:i-it>iril  !iio\t-t|  ti>  la\   the  it-otdutioii  on  tlic  tahle. 

'i'lif  ni'ttion  pr<-\ai]td 

rhr«|iiistion  leiii.iiuefl  iiiisi  tiled  iiiilil  altei  tile  Senatorial  ele«*l  loll  ami  theafijourniiieiit 
<i|  t'liii'^u  ^s.  |;iit  Mil  the  .M  i»r  X'ptetalHT.  I*^*-.  the  )iou«M>  of  n'pn'M*iita1i\<'s  of  tniirpii 
e\|N-li«d  twenty  fiiut  of  It  o  nifiiilM-i-s  f»ii  :i4-c'»iint  of  color,  and  suhs4M|u<'iitly  e\|Nd!e«1  twti 
iii><ri'  for  the  .-.niie  ii-.i  .itti,  ami  on  thf  11th  day  of  •^mw  month  the  <««*iiatc  «'\|H'lled  twi> 

•  •I  lis  iMt'i!ilN<rs  till  .1  like  i'-.is<iii.  makiii;!  tweiity-eiuht  iiieiiilN-rs  of  the  le;:i*ilature  that 
w>  i«  t  \|Hllctl  hy  th«'  two  h«iiiM-s  withoui  author  It  \  of  I.iw  for  a  full  aec«iunt  of  th«*^' 
ppii  I  i-dii.:''« -ti-  l!\hiliil   I* 

\Mer  lh<-  e\p<l|si«in  III' th«*  e«dii|fd  lilellilMTs  t)ie  |M'rs4i||s  w  ||o  |fiei\cil  tile  tleXt   hiKh4*»t 

huiidNT  I'f  Miti  •>  fur  till  II  pl.icts.  uiitter  what  is  known  in  (m  or^ia  as  the  Irwin  cinle. 
w*i<-  p'-imititit  to  take  th'ir^i'.ifs  Ihit  no  iu\esti^ation  as  to  ihftr  elit!ihility  under  the 
l«iuri>ci»lh  atneiidmi'iit  apjtears  to  ha\e  iM-eii  harl        ^ti*  I'xhihit  li 

Noiii  •otniiiitli'e  .ire  of  iipiiiioii  that  iimhT  the  ^institution  of  <Miirp;ia  there  is  no  ilin 
ii;i>  iiKti  I 'I  ih  -  iiiiht  to  hold  otlict'  on  aetuiiiit  of  i.ice  til  color,  ainl  they  are  i|niti*  i*finti- 
<!•   ii  th.il     ii< 'i  \>as  thf  opiiiiiiii  <.f  Congress  ;it  thi-  time  it  a}ipii>\ril  tliat  eoiistiliitioii. 

fhi-  a<  I  III  iiiiu-tiie  auil  oppri'ssini)  deuud  the  imht  of  !•  pii-s4!itatioii  of  a  whole  riM-e, 

•  •iMoit'iiiii::  neail>  •»ne  half  ••!  iht  |Hitplco|  <*e<ir^i.i.    It  will  not  In- cnuiciidiil  that  there 

Mii  p>".  tr  III  this(i«i\rriimetit  to  ic-train  in  simie  furm  an  ••utriejeoi  thi«i  character.    It 

•  •ir.tiiiiv  lurnish«  -  a -^trMnu  iiastin  v\h\  t'*iii;'T<«s  slmnid  ii<>t  at  this  tune  oxerliiok  the 
:' ;•  jii!.iiilits.  .11  the  •iruaii./.itiiiii  nl  the  IcLTislature  of  <  oiu^ia  aiitj  admit  her  Seikitorsfo 
t  pi<--cnt.ititiii.  And  this  is  ii«it  all  ^'l•llr  loiniiniiff  ha\f  rxammed  the  otVieial  re|i«irt<« 
if  the  \arious  ii|Vii-erH  coniiei-teil  with  th«-  rri-«-ilm<  n**  !'iiieaii  in  tieiirieia,  ami  tinil  n** 
l»-it;id  iill'i  i.ks«*s  of  inunlfn*  .iml  ass:iiili«  with  inlt-tit  to  muriler  ii|iofi  ciilmeil  {ler-oii^ 
ii.  the  whites.  I'niui  laiiiiary  1.  l"**!".  to  \ii\«iii*M-r  l."i«it  s,iinc  ve.ir  |-'or  all  of  wliich 
trill*'  has  Ih-cii  iinlr'^a!  tt-dif-^s  and  si  .intlv  alivetloil  whale\ir<iii  the  |i;irt  of  theniltlNir- 
iTit-s  to  punish  the  <niiiiua!s  \iid  it  ii  -lati-d  hv  these  otVuvp«  that  thev  are  iitiahle  to 
ii  {firi  I'lilly  ns  tn  the  numlM-r  ami  ch.irai  ter  ot  i!i«*s<<  tiutra«,ris  nii  :H-itHint  «il  iDtinuilatioii 
ttf  witn«'s«M-s,  which  is  pnicticeil  h\  the  )M-r|ictrators  of  i  rime  Voiir  cviiiiniittix'  h»%e  iit» 
%»unv  of  otUciul  iiifitriu.it itiii  a?*  to  mitra^es  coinniittrd  u|Min  luyul  wliitin,  but  it  U 
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represented  by  varioos  and  nnmeronsly  signed  petitions  and  memorials  fh>m  the  loyal 
people  of  Georgia  that  they  are  constantly  exposed  to  violence,  and  are  without  protec- 
tion of  law.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  loyal  white  men  are  persecuted, 
murdered,  and  driven  Irom  their  homes.  Several  members  of  the  legislature  have  been 
compeUed  to  take  refhge  at  the  capital  of  the  State  where  the  national  troops  are  sta- 
tioned to  avoid  the  violence  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  The  unlawful  and 
vindictive  conduct  of  the  legislature  tend  to  confirm  these  statements  and  reports,  and 
exclude  all  hope  that  the  new  civil  government  will  afford  adequate  protection  to  life 
and  property.  Since  the  withdrawal  of  the  military  crime  has  greatly  increased,  while 
punishment  for  crime  has  diminished.  Wherefore  your  committee  feel  called  upon  to 
recommend  that  Mr.  Hill  be  not  allowed  to  take  a  seat  in  the  Senate  for  the  reason  that 
€teorgia  is  not  entitled  to  representation  in  Ck>ngre8s,  and  submit  the  accompanying  res- 
olution. 

Resolved,  That  Joshua  Hill,  claiming  to  be  Senator-elect  from  Georgia,  ought  not 
now  to  be  permitted  to  take  a  seat  in  this  body. 

I  concur  in  the  conclusion  of  the  report  that  Mr.  Hill  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  and 
agree  that  the  report  be  made. 

ROSCOE  OONKLING. 

I  concur  in  the  conclusion  of  the  report  that  Mr.  Hill  ought  not  now  to  be  admitted, 
and  agree  that  the  report  be  made. 

FRED»K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  BONOBITY. 

Mr.  Trumbull  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  the  views  of  the 
minority;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  Joshua  Hill,  Senator-elect  from  Georgia: 

The  undersigned,  being  unable  to  agree  with  the  migority  of  the  committee  in  their 
report  upon  the  credentiSs  of  Joshua  Hill,  claiming  to  have  been  duly  elected  and  en- 
titied  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  (xeorgia,  begs  leave  to  present  the  reasons 
for  his  dissent.  That  Hill  possesses  all  the  qualifications  for  a  member  of  the  Senate  of 
the  Unit^  States  required  by  the  Ck>nstitution ;  that  he  is  one  of  the  few  prominent 
men  residing  in  a  rebel  State  who  remained  true  to  the  Union  during  the  war;  that  he 
is  now  and  has  been  at  all  times  thoroughly  loyal  to  the  Union;  that  he  is  in  every  re- 
spect personally  unobjectionable;  that  he  was  duly  elected  by  the  l^islature  of  Georgia, 
and  that  his  credentials  are  in  due  form  is  not  questioned  by  any  one.  If  he  is  not 
entitled  to  hi^  Seat,  it  must  be  either  because  the  State  of  Georgia  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  entitle  her  to  representation  at  the  time  of  his  election,  or  because  the  body  which 
elected  him  was  not  the  legislature  of  that  State. 

The  former  of  these  propositions,  whether  Georgia  was  or  is  in  a  condition  to  entitle 
her  to  representation,  is  not  a  question  for  the  Senate  to  decide.  The  unfortuoate  dis- 
agreement which  has  existed  for  some  years  between  the  President  and  Congress  has, 
in  part,  been  owing  to  a  disagreement  upon  this  very  point;  the  President  insisting 
that  it  was  for  each  House  of  O^ngress  to  determine  for  itself  in  the  admission  of  mem- 
bers whether  a  State  was  entitled  to  representation,  and  Congress  insisting  that  it  was 
for  Congress  to  determine  in  the  first  instance  whether  a  State  was  entitled  to  represent- 
ation, and  that  question  being  affirmatively  settled,  it  was  then  for  each  House  to  judge 
for  itself  of  the  election,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members.  This  contro- 
verted point  was  settled  by  Congress  in  March,  1866,  by  the  passage  through  both 
Houses  of  the  following  concurrent  resolution: 

*^Besolved  by  the  House  of  BepreserUativea  {the  Senate  concurring),  That,  in  order  to 
close  agitation  upon  a  question  which  seems  likely  to  disturb  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  quiet  the  uncertainty  which  is  agitating  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  eleven  States  which  have  been  declared  to  be  in  insurrection,  no  Senator  or  Repre- 
sentative shall  be  admitted  into  either  branch  of  Congress  from  any  of  said  States  until 
Ccmgress  shall  have  declared  such  State  entitled  to  such  representation." 

The  reconstruction  acts,  since  indorsed  by  the  people  at  a  popular  election,  declare 
that  ''until  the  people  of  said  rebel  States  shall  be  by  law — ^not  by  the  action  of  each 
House — admitted  to  representation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  any  civil  gov- 
emments  which  may  exist  therein  shall  be  deemed  provisional  only;"  which  is  equiv- 
ident  to  a  declaration  that  when  admitted  to  representation  by  law  they  shall  be  no 
longer  provisional. 

^Die  supplementary  act  of  March  23,  1867,  declares  that  when  the  requirements  of 

the  leoonatruction  acts  shall  have  been  complied  with  by  any  of  the  rebel  States  in  the 

fonnation  of  a  constitution,  and  **8aid  constitution  shall  be  approved  by  Congress,  the 

Bti^  shall  be  declared  entitled  to  representation,  and  Senators  Md  Representatives 

SBO".        19 
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ihuD  be  admitted  therem>iD.  as  tiierein  pnmded.'*  Tins  action  of  GoogreaBy  tiMfo^wf 
bj  the  people,  decennined  tbat  neither  House  of  CangresB  was  antbonaed  hy  itseif  to 
admit  rsenators  or  Represmtattrcs  izom  anj  of  the  rebel  States  dll  CongreBS  ahoold 
determine  by  law  tbat  sacb  State  was  ottitJcd  to  RpRsettaiaoii.  Tbe  coPTeiBe  of  the 
{mipositioa  was  also  eqoaily  deftermined*  tbat  it  wooid  be  the  dutr  of  each  Hoase  to 
admit  duly  eiecte«i  and  qaaiified  Senatois  and  RepreBOitatiTcs  ihan  eadi  of  said  States 
wbeoerer  CongrcsB  «faall  have  deMEmined  by  law  that  such  Slate  was  entitied  to  xep- 


On  the  25th  of  Jane,  l>^6t<,  Coogreas  passed  the  Adlowing  act: 


"AN  ACT  to  admit  the  alBteao/  Xoith  Ckn>iiiia.  doosh  CaroUna.  Loowiana,  Geofcn^   ai«i^»» 

mad  Florida  to  reprcaentacioa  in  Coagnam. 

"'  Whereas  the  peopieof  North  Carolina*  Sooth  Carolina.  Louisiana.  Georgia,  a  Imh^m* 
and  Florida  ba^e,  in  poisiiaDce  of  the  provi^imsof  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  tor  the  more 
efilcient  government  ot  the  rebel  States.  *  passed  March  *i.  Vs^,  and  the  acts  aoppioiiait- 
ary  thereto,  framed  constitntions  of  Sfate  government  which  are  repablican.  and  bare 
adopted  said  constitutions  by  large  majorities  of  the  votes  cast  at  the  elections  held  for 
the  ratiJScation  or  r^ection  of  the  same:  Therelbre. 

"  Be  it  macied  hy  the  .ienate  tmd  Home  of  Bepmsemtatices  of  the  Cmted  States  of  Aimrica 
in  Congn8»  anewUtled^  That  each  of  the  States  of  North  Carolina.  Sooth  Carolina,  Louisi- 
ana, Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida  shall  be  entitled  and  admitted  to  representation 
in  Congress  as  a  State  of  the  Union  when  the  legislatore  of  sodi  State  ^mll  ba^e  duly 
notified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  proposed  by  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Congress,  and  known  as  article  14.  upon  the  following  tundamental  conditions: 
That  the  constitutions  of  neither  of  said  States  shall  ever  be  so  amended  or  changed  as  to 
deprive  any  citizen  or  class  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  oi  the  right  to  vote  in  said 
State,  who  are  entitled  to  vote  by  the  constitution  thereof  herein  recognized,  except  as 
a  punishment  for  such  crimes  as  are  now  felonies  at  common  law.  wh^eof  they  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted  under  laws  eqoally  aptilicable  toall  the  inhabitantsof  said  State: 
Pronded,  Tbat  any  alteration  of  said  constitution  may  be  made  with  regard  to  the  time 
and  place  of  residence  of  voters;  and  the  State  of  Georgia  shall  only  be  entitled  and  ad- 
mitted to  representation  upon  this  farther  fundamental  conditicm:  that  the  tirst  and 
third  subdivisions  of  section  17  of  the  dllh  article  of  the  constitution  of  said  State,  ex- 
cept the  proviso  to  the  first  subdivision,  shall  be  nidi  and  void,  and  that  the  general 
assembly  of  said  State  by  solemn  public  act  shall  dedare  the  assent  of  the  State  to  the 
foregoing  fundamental  condition. 

'  Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  day  fixed  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
legislatare  of  either  of  said  States  by  the  constitntioa  or  ordinance  thereof  shall  have 
passed  or  have  so  nearly  arrived  before  the  peasage  of  this  act  that  there  shall  not  be 
time  for  the  legislatare  to  assemble  at  the  period  fixed,  such  legislature  shall  convene  at 
the  end  of  twenty  days  from  the  time  this  act  takes  effect,  unless  the  governor-elect  shall 
sooner  convene  the  same. 

*^Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall  take  effect 
as  to  each  State,  except  Greorgia,  when  such  State  shall,  by  its  legislature,  duly  ratify 
article  14  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  the 
Thirty-ninth  Congress,  and  as  to  the  State  of  Georgia  when  it  shall  in  addition*  give 
the  asHent  of  said  State  to  the  fundamental  condition  hereinbefore  imposed  npon  the 
same;  and  thereupon  the  officers  of  each  State  duly  elected  and  qoalified  ander  the  con- 
stitution thereof  shall  be  inangarated  without  delay;  but  no  person  prohibited  from 
holding  office  cmder  the  United  States,  or  under  any  State,  by  section  3  of  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  known  as  article  14,  shall  be 
deemed  eligible  to  any  office  in  either  of  said  States,  unless  relieved  from  disability  as 
provided  in  said  amendment;  and  it  is  hereby  made  the  doty  of  the  President  within 
ten  days  after  receiving  official  information  of  the  ratification  of  said  amendment  by  the 
legislatare  of  either  of  said  States  to  issue  a  proclamation  announcing  that  fact.'' 

On  the  very  day  of  the  passage  of  the  foroegoing  act  Rufus  B.  Bollock,  governor-elect 
of  Georgia,  iasaed  his  proclamation  convening  the  legislature  of  that  State  on  the  4th  of 
Jnly  following.  The  manner  in  which  the  legislature  was  organized  will  fully  iq>pear 
from  the  following  extract,  taken  from  the  official  report  of  Major-General  Meade: 

"The  convention  in  Georgia,  after  being  in  session  several  months,  finally,  in  March, 
adopted  a  constitation,  which  together  with  a  State  ticket  was  submitted  to  the  people  in 
April,  and  ratified  by  a  very  handsome  majority  of  the  r^stered  vote — all  parties  taking 
part  in  the  election.  This  constitution,  with  some  modifications,  was  adopted  by  Congress, 
and  the  legislatare,  which  convened  in  July,  making  these  modifications  and  otherwise 
complying  with  the  reqnirements  of  the  reconstruction  laws,  the  State,  together  with 
Alabama  and  Florida,  were,  by  act  of  Congress,  formally  admitted  to  representation. 

' '  There  is  one  point  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  which  I  feel 
called  upon  to  make  spedal  aUnslon.    When  the  legislatare  was  convened  by  the  pio- 
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visional  governor  and  governor-elect,  the  question  arose  whether,  as  military  com- 
mander, I  was  called  on  to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  of  the  members,  either  under  the 
United  States  laws  or  the  constitution  of  Greorgia.  The  convention  of  Georgia  had,  in 
its  ordinance  calling  an  election,  directed  that  all  returns  should  be  sent  to  the  military 
commander  of  the  district,  who  was  requested  to  issue  the  necessary  certificates  of  election. 
In  carrying  out  this  request  of  the  convention  I  deemed  my  duty  simply  required  that 
I  should  give  the  member  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  the  ordinary  certificate 
of  election,  and  that  it  would  be  for  each  house  to  decide  on  the  eligibility  of  those 
members  whose  seats  were  on  any  grounds  contested.  Whilst  I  admitted,  as  district 
commander,  executing  the  law,  I  was  to  see  that  no  one  ineligible  to  office  under  the  four- 
teenth article  constitutional  amendment  should  be  allowed  to  take  office,  I  did  npt  see 
that  in  the  case  of  a  parliamentary  body  I  was  called  on  to  decide  on  the  qualifications 
of  the  members.  In  this  view  I  was  sustained  by  a  tel^ram  sent  to  me  for  my  infor- 
mation from  the  War  Department,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  governor  of  Louisiana 
and  the  military  commander  of  the  fifth  district,  and  which  I  quote: 

"*  Washington,  June  30,  1868. 
*'  *To  Governor  Waemouth,  New  Orleans: 

'*  'We  think  the  persons  disqualified  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  are  not  eligible  to  your  l^islature.  Hiis  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  respective  houses;  but  no  oa&  can  be  imposed  except  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  State  constitution. 

"*  JAMES  WILSON, 

^' '  Chairman  Judiciary  CommitUe. 
"  'GEORGE  F.  BOUTWELL, 
"  *  J.  F.  FARNSWORTH, 
"*H.E.  PAINE, 

^^  ^ BeconstrucUon  ChmmiUee,* 

''  It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  tel^ram  that  the  distinguished  gentlemen  whose  names 
were  attached  were  of  the  opinion,  nrst,  that  no  one  ineligible  to  office  under  the  four- 
teenth article  could  take  a  seat  in  the  legislature;  second,  that  the  respective  houses 
were  to  judge  of  the  question;  third,  that  no  oath  testing  this  eligibility  could  or  should 
be  prescribe  in  advance  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature.  These  views  being  in  accord- 
ance with  my  own,  I  acted  on  them,  and  was  present  «t  the  organization  of  the  two 
houses  of  the  Georgia  legislature;  to  the  members  declared  in  my  order  as  having  the 
hi^est  number  of  votes,  there  being  administered  only  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  State 
oonstitation.  After  these  houses  were  organized,  the  provisional  governor  informed  me 
offidiilly  of  their  organization,  but  that,  as  far  as  he  could  learn,  no  steps  had  been  taken 
to  test  the  question  of  the  eligibility  of  members  under  the  fourteenth  article.  I  re- 
plied to  the  governor  that  until  the  State  was  admitted  to  representation  the  legislature 
and  all  tiie  officers  were  only  provisional,  and  subject  to  the  paramount  authority  of  the 
district  commander,  and  that  in  the  exercise  of  this  power  I  should  consider  all  acts  of 
the  lei^Lslature  null  and  void  until  satisfactory  evidence  was  presented  to  me  that  each 
house  had  purged  itself  of  ineligible  members  under  the  fourteenth  article,  provided  there 
were  any  sudi  in  either  house;  and  I  desired  the  provisional  governor  to  communicate 
these  Tiews  to  each  house.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  each  house  at  once  ordered  an 
investigating  committee  and  inquired  into  the  qualification  of  each  member,  and  duly 
reported  this  fact  through  the  provisional  governor,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  neither 
house  had  found  any  member  ineligible. 

''The  provisional  governor,  in  transmitting  these  communications,  expressed  the 
opinion,  founded  on  evidence  presented  to  him,  that  several  members  in  both  houses 
were  ineligible,  and  odled  on  me  to  exercise  my  power  and  require  said  members  to 
vacate  t^eir  seats.  On  reflecting  upon  this  subject,  I  could  not  see  how  I  was  to  take 
the  individual  judgment  of  the  provisional  governor  in  the  face  of  a  solemn  act  of  a  par- 
liunentary  body,  especially  as,  from  the  testimony  presented,  I  did  not,  in  several  cases, 
agree  with  the  j  ndgment  of  the  provisional  governor.  The  question  was  simply  whether, 
in  tiie  oonstrii(rbion  of  a  law,  and  in  considering  the  facta  of  individual  cases,  I  should 
make  myself  the  judge,  or  take  tlie  opinion  of  the  provisional  governor,  in  the  £ace  of 
the  Maal  information  that  a  parliamentary  body  had  gravely  and  formally,  through  a 
committee,  examined,  reported,  and  acted  on  these  cases.  My  judgment  was  decidedly 
that  I  had  fulfilled  my  duty  in  compelling  the  houses  to  take  the  action  they  had,  and 
that  having  thus  acted,  I  had  neither  the  authority,  nor  was  it  politic  or  expedient,  to 
overrale  their  acti<Hi,  and  set  up  my  individual  j  ndgment  in  opposition.  By  an  inspection 
of  the  telegram  sent  July  18,  and  the  reply  of  the  General-in-chief,  July  23,  it  will  be 
seen  tiiat  my  views  and  actions  were  approved.  I  allude  thus  in  extenso  to  this  subject, 
becauae  his  exbdlency  the  governed  of  Geoi^gia,  in  a  public  speech  recently  delivered  at 
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Albion,  N.  T..  is  pleased  to  attribute  the  failure  ofGeoi^gia  to  be  properly  recoustructed  to 
my  action  in  failing  to  purge  the  legislature  of  his  political  opponents,  he  having  advised 
mOf  when  he  urged  such  action,  that  his  friends  had  been  relieved  of  their  disability  by 
Congress. 

''The  States  being  admitted  to  representation,  the  civil  power  vested  in  the  military 
commander  by  the  reconstruction  acts  ceased,  and  civil  authority  resumed  its  sway.*' 

The  foregoing  extract,  together  with  copies  of  official  correspondence  between  M^or- 
Gen^ral  Meade  and  General  Grant,  hereto  attached,  establish  the  fact  that  the  legislature 
ot*  Georgia  fully  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  June  25, 1868;  and  the  fact 
of  her  ratification  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  was  duly  proclaimed  by  the  President, 
OH  also  appears  by  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  hereto  attached. 

Congress  having  decided  that  (xeoigia  was  entitled  to  representation  through  the  State 
government  organized  under  the  reconstruction  acts,  on  complying  with  the  conditions 
therein  named,  it  is  not  competent  for  either  house,  now  that  the  conditions  have  been 
complied  with,  to  refbse  admission  to  members  on  the  ground  that  the  State  is  not  en- 
titled to  representation.  For  either  House  to  do  so  would  be  for  such  House  to  set  aside 
a  solemn  act  of  Congress,  passed  by  both  Houses,  and  to  repudiate  the  principle  on  which 
it  differed  with  the  President  and  went  before  the  people  in  the  popular  elections.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  conforming  to  the  law  of  Congress,  has  admitted  to  seats  the 
Representatives  from  Georgia  against  wliom  no  personal  objection  was  made,  without 
any  further  inquiry  than  whether  Georgia  had  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  act  of 
June  25, 1868.     No  attempt  was  made  in  that  body  to  revise  the  decision  of  Congress. 

The  assumption  that  the  constitutional  amendment  was  not  adopted  in  good  faith  is 
not  sustained  by  a  particle  of  evidence  before  the  committee,  and  is  contradicted  by  the 
official  report  of  Governor  Bullock  to  General  Meade,  by  the  orders  of  General  Meade, 
and  those  emanating  from  the  General-in-chief,  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President, 
made  in  pursuance  of  law,  by  the  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  passing  upon 
the  admission  of  members  to  that  body,  and  by  the  acquiescence  of  all  the  departments 
of  Government  from  July  until  now.  If  one  branch  of  Congress  is  at  liberty  to  deny  aState 
representation  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  act  in  good  faith  in  agreeing  to  the  condi- 
tions prescribed  by  Congress,  what  is  to  prevent  either  House  of  any  other  Congress,  acting 
on  a  like  assumption,  from  denying  admission  to  members  from  any  other  of  the  recon- 
structed States?  It  is  well  known  that  a  large  political  party  in  the  country  believe  the 
reconstruction  acts  unconstitutional.  Should  that  party  hereafter  obtain  ascendency  in 
either  House  of  Congress,  is  it  to  be  at  liberty  to  overturn  the  State  governments  which 
have  been  established  in  pursuance  of  law  and  to  quote  as  a  precedent  the  action  of  the 
Senate  in  this  case?  When  are  we  to  have  peace  and  civil  governments  established  in 
the  late  rebel  States  under  such  a  policy?  The  question  has  been  asked  if  one  person 
disqualified  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  could  be  permitted  to  act  as  a  member  of  the 
Georgia  legislature,  why  not  all ;  and  if  all,  would  it  \ye  pretended  that  it  was  a  legisla- 
ture organized  in  accordance  with  the  reconstruction  acta  ?  Probably  not;  and  the  same 
question,  with  the  same  force,  may  be  asked  in  reference  to  Congress  or  any  other  legis- 
lative body  in  the  land.  If  a  disqualified  person  or  several  such  were  permitted  to  act 
as  members  of  Congress  or  a  State  legislature,  does  anybody  pretend  that  the  action  of 
the  body  would  be  vitiated  thereby,  aiid  yet  who  would  not  admit  that  if  a  tx>dy  of  men 
were  to  assemble  and  undertake  to  act  as  the  Congress  or  the  legislature  of  a  State,  all  of 
whom  were  disqualified  from  acting  as  such,  that  their  action  would  have  any  validity? 
No  such  case  is  to  be  presumed,  and  no  legislative  body  is  justified  or  safe  in  basing  its 
action  on  supposititious  cases  which  never  have  and  are  not  likely  ever  to  occur.  No  such 
state  of  facts  is  presented  in  the  case  of  Georgia.  Not  one  in  ten  of  the  members  of  the 
senate,  afler  deducting  those  from  whom  the  disabilities  had  been  removed  by  Congress, 
and  not  one  in  fifty  of  the  members  of  the  house  were  found  disqualified  by  even  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  who  investigated  this  subject,  and  each  bouse  decided  all  its 
members  to  be  qualified.  The  constitution  of  Georgia,  which  was  accepted  by  Congress, 
like  that  in  all  the  other  States,  and  like  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  regard 
to  Congress,  leaves  to  each  house  the  exclusive  right  to  judge  for  itself  of  the  election  and 
returns  of  its  own  members,  and  that  judgment,  when  pronounced,  is  conclusive  every- 
where. There  was  not  a  shadow  of  anything  deserving  the  name  of  evidence  before  the 
committee  to  show  that  either  house  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia  acted  corruptly  or 
fraudulently  in  passing  upon  the  right  of  meml^rs  to  their  seats  under  the  fourteenth 
amendment. 

The  Senate  has  no  right,  in  the  opinion  of  the  nndersi;:ned,  to  revise  the  action  of  Con- 
gress, disregard  its  laws,  and  refuse  Hill  his  seat,  because  in  its  opinion  Georgia  is  not 
entitled  to  representation,  when  Congress  has  decided  otherwise,  and  the  Executive  and 
the  General-in-chief  have  acted  on  that  decision.  It  being  admitted  that  Hill  is  entitled 
to  his  seat  if  Georgia  is  entitled  to  be  represented  in  the  Senate,  and  it  being  shown  that 

O^rgiA  \m  \m^  aecli^r^  b^  lnw  to  be  enUU^  to  rcpr?8^t»tion  on  corti4n  ooncUtioiiB, 
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which  are  shown  to  have  been  complied  with,  the  conclnsion  would  seem  to  b©  irresist- 
ible that  Hill  was  entitled  to  take  his  seat.  That  it  is  competent  for  the  Senate,  in 
passing  npon  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  members,  to  inqniro  whether 
the  body  by  which  a  Senator  was  elected  was  the  legislature  of  the  State  is  not  disputed; 
but  it  is  not  pretended  that  Georgia  had  any  other  legislative  assembly  than  the  one  which 
elected  Mr.  Hill  claiming  to  be  a  legislature.  The  legislative  body  which  elected  him 
was  the  one  which  was  convened  by  the  governor  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress;  the 
one  which  ratified  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  as  proclaimed  both  by 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  State,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law;  and 
the  one,  and  the  only  one,  which  has  been  elected  and  assembled  in  said  State  under  the 
constitution  formed  in  pursnance  of  the  reconstruction  acts  and  approved  by  Congress. 
The  legislature  of  Georgia,  under  its  constitution,  consists  of  forty-four  senators  and  one 
hnndrai  and  seventy-five  representatives,  and  the  complaint  is,  not  that  the  persons 
properly  chosen  and  qualified  would  not  and  did  not  constitute  the  legislature,  but  that 
**  there  were  a  number  of  persons  holding  seats  in  both  branches  of  the  legislature  that 
were  and  are  not  eligible  under  the  fourteenth  constitutional  amendment." 

Each  house  appointed  committees,  who  investigated  the  question  of  the  eligibility  of 
the  members  of  their  respective  houses  under  that  amendment;  and,  on  their  report,  each 
house  decided  that  all  its  sitting  members  were  entitled  to  seats.  Whether  these  decisions 
were  correct  or  not  is  not  material  to  Hill's  right  to  a  seat,  as  it  is  not  pretended,  even 
by  the  minority  of  the  committees  appointed  to  investigate,  that  more  than  four  senators 
out  of  forty-four,  omitting  those  whose  disabilities  had  been  removed  by  act  of  Congress, 
and  three  representatives,  out  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five,  were  disqualified  by  the 
fourteenth  amendment. 

No  evidence  was  taken  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  ascertain  how  many  or  whether 
any  of  the  members  of  either  house  were  ineligible. 

The  statements  of  letter- writers  and  memorialists  cannot  surely  be  treated  as  evidence 
upon  which  to  overthrow  a  State  government.  The  only  reliable  information  the  com- 
mittee had  on  that  subject  is  contained  in  the'official  report  of  M^or-General  Meade,  and 
the  journal  of  the  legislature,  as  published  in  a  newspaper.  From  these  it  appears  that 
only  four  senators  and  three  representatives  were  complained  against  by  any  one  in  the 
legislature  as  disqualified  by  the  fourteenth  amendment. 

If  it  were  admitted  that  the  decision  of  each  house  was  wrong  in  regard  to  the  eligi- 
bility of  the  members  complained  ag-^inst  it  would  not  vitiate  the  proceedings  of  the 
legislature.  Scarcely  a  legislature  assembles  in  any  of  the  States  in  which  there  are  not 
controversies  in  regard  to  seats,  and  it  oilben  ha^^ens  that  these  are  not  settled  till  near 
the  close  of  the  session,  when,  perhaps,  sitting  members  are  turned  out;  and  yet,  who 
ever  supposed  that  the  proceedings  of  a  legislative  body  were  vitiated  because  they  were 
participated  in  by  persons  whom  it  afterwards  turned  out  were  not  entitled  to  seats? 
But  whether  each  house  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia  decided  rightly  or  not  as  to  the 
eligibility  of  its  members  is  not  a  question  for  the  Senate  to  review.  The  Senate  has 
no  jurisdiction  to  inquire  whether  the  members  of  a  State  legislaturefire  properly  elected 
and  qualified. 

If  it  could  make  this  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia, 
which  liad  been  declared  entitled  to  representation,  it  could  make  it  in  regard  to  the 
legislature  of  Illinois,  or  any  other  State.  No  one,  I  apprehend,  would  contend  for  such 
a  power  in  Congress.  It  does  not  follow  that  Congress  may  not  provide  the  means  for 
executing  the  fourteenth  amendment.  There  can  be  no  question  of  its  power  to  pass  a 
law  making  it  a  penal  ofiense  for  any  person  to  take  or  hold  office  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  that  amendment.  Another  objection  made  to  the  organization  of  the  Georgia 
legislature  is  that  its  members  did  not  take  the  test  oath  required  by  the  ninth  section 
of  the  act  of  July  10,  1867,  to  be  administered  to  all  persons  appointed  to  office  under 
any  of  the  so-called  State  govemmenta  in  the  rebel  States;  but  obviously  that  require- 
ment did  not  apply  to  members  of  a  legislature  elected  under  a  constitution  formed  in 
pursu^ice  of  the  reconstruction  acts,  and  so  General  Grant,  Major- General  Meade,  and 
the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  House  decided.  Another  objection  urged  against  Mr. 
Hill's  right  to  a  seat  is  the  fact  that  the  legislature  of  Georgia  unjustly  deniS  the  right 
of  certain  colored  members  to  seats.  However  unjust  this  denial  may  have  been,  it  did 
not  take  place  till  more  than  a  month  after  Hill's  election.  He  was  elected  July  28, 
and  the  colored  members  participated  in  all  legislation  till  September  3. 

It  is  difficult  to  perceive  how  an  act  subsequent  to  the  election  could  affect  its  valid- 
ity. If  the  legislature  was  properly  organized  when  it  elected  Hill,  the  fact  that  it  sub- 
sequently became  disorganized  ought  not  to  affect  his  election. 

There  is  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Georgia  at  this  time. 
The  committee  have  taken  no  testimony  on  that  subject,  but  it  is  understood  that  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  have  taken  a  large  mass  of  evidence  as  to  the 
pseeent  state  of  affoiis  in  Georgia,  which  will  soon  be  printed. 
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Time  aud  the  salatary  inflaence  of  the  incoming  adnlinistration,  it  is  believed,  will 
soon  correct  whatever  of  lawlessness  and  disorder  now  remain  in  the  State.  If^  however, 
they  should  not,  someway  will  doubtless  be  found  by  which  Congress  and  theExecatiye, 
acting  in  harmony,  and  not  the  Senate  alone,  will  be  able  to  preserve  the  peace  and  pro- 
tect all  the  citizens  of  Georgia  in  the  ei\joyment  of  all  their  rights.  These  consideEa- 
tions,  however,  should  not  affect  the  right  of  Mr.  Hill  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  are 
only  alluded  to  because  of  the  importance  attached  to  the  present  condition  of  affiuis  in 
Georgia  by  the  nuyority  of  the  conunittee.  The  undersigned,  believing  Mr.  Hill  to 
have  been  duly  elected  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  a  State  entitled  to  repreeentaticm, 
and  that  he  possesses  all  the  qualifications  required  by  the  Constitution,  recommends 
striking  out  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  all  after  the  word  '*  resolved," 
and  the  insertion  of  the  following: 

*^  That  Joshua  Hill  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate  on  taking  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  and  laws.'' 

LYMAN  TRUMBULL. 

CBBDENTIALS  OF  MB.   MILLEB. 

Monday,  January  11,  1869. 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  the  credentials  of  H.  Y.  M.  Miller,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1865;  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Thubsdat,  February  4,  1869. 

The  President  pro  tempore  presented  resolutions  adopted  by  the  National  Union  Be- 
publican  Association  of  Georgia,  approving  the  platform  and  action  of  the  Kepnblican 
party  and  the  policy  of  Governor  Bullock;  condemning  the  expulsion  of  colored  members 
from  the  legislature  oif  Georgia,  and  praying  that  Joshua  Hill  and  H.  Y.  M.  Miller  may 
not  be  admitted  to  the  Senate  as  Senators  from  Georgia;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Ju^dary. 

Wednesday,  February  17,  1869. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  Hon.  H.  Y.  M.  Miller,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  re- 
ported against  admitting  him  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-first  Congress.] 

CBEDENTIALS  OF  MESSB8.   HILL  AND  MnXKB. 

Tuesday,  March  9, 1869. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  of  Joshua  Hill  and  H.  Y.  M.  Miller,  Senators-elc^jct  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciaiy. 

Wednesday,  May  17,  1869. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  Joshua  Hill  and  H.  Y.  M.  Miller,  elected  Senators  by  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  reported  them  back  to  the  Senate  and  moved  that  they  lie  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[Mr.  Trumbull  stated  (Congressional  Globe,  1st  sess.  41st  Cong.,  page  102)  that  the 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  credentials  should  lie  upon  the  taole  until  action 
had  been  taken  upon  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  State  of  Georgia;  that  he  was  opposed  to 
that  recommendation  and  believed  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  act  upon  the  credentiaLB 
at  once.] 

CBEDENTIALS  OF  VESSBS.   HILL  AND  MILLEB,   AND  WHITELEY  AND  FABBOW. 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-first  Congress.] 

Monday,  February  14,  1870. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull, 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  of  H.  Y.  M.  Miller  and  Joshua  Hill,  as  Senators  frt>m 
the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 
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Friday,  JiUy  15,  1870. 

Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  crcdeutials  of  Richard  H.  Whiteley,  elected  a  Senator  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  ending 
March  3,  1871;  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  credentials  of  Henry  P.  Farrow,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislatnre  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  ending  March  3, 
1873;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-first  Congress.] 

'ftjKSDAY,  December  13,  1870. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Richard  H.  Whiteley  and  Henry  P.  Farrow,  Senators- 
elect  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  presented  at  the  last  session,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Monday,  January  23,  1871. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  Joshua  Hill,  H.  V.  M.  Miller,  Henry  P.  Farrow,  and  Richard  H.  Whiteley, 
claiftiing  to  be  Senators-elect  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  submitted  a  report  (No.  308), 
accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^* Solved,  That  Joshua  Hill  has  been  duly  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  on  taking  the 
oaths  required  by  the  Constitution  and  laws. ' ' 

Mr.  Stewart  asked,  and  obtained,  leave  of  the  Senate  to  submit  the  views  of  a  minor- 
ity of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  reference  to  the  election  of  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Georgia.  r 

Ordered  J  That  they  be  printed  to  accomi>any  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Ju- 
didiuy  thereon. 

BEPOET  OF  COMMITTEE— MAJORITY  AND  MINORITY.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Trumbull  (chairman),  Stewart,  Edmunds,  Conk- 
ling,  Rice,  Carpenter,  and  Thunhan.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

January  23,  1871. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trumbull,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Joshua 
Hill,  H.  V.  M.  Miller,  Henry  P.  Farrow,  and  Richard  H.  Whiteley,  claiming  to  have 
been  elected  Senators  from  the.  State  of  (Georgia,  submit  the  following  report: 

The  credentials  of  all  four  of  the  claimants  are  sufficiently  formal  to  entitle  them  to 
seats  if  they  were  otherwise  entitled,  but  it  is  manifest  that  only  two  can  be  admitted 
under  any  circumstances.  The  Constitution  declares  that  *Hhe  Senate  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  compost  of  two  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  l^islature 
thereof." 

The  history  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  State  of  Georgia  is  succinctly  set  forth  in  a 
report  made  to  the  Senate  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the  2d  of  March  last,  from 
which  the  following  are  extracts: 

"The  acts  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1867,  and  March  23,  1867,  called  the  reconstruc- 
tlon  acts,  made  all  existing  government  in  that  State  provisional,  and  subject  to  the 
panimonnt  authority  of  Congress.  That  paramount  authority,  by  the  same  act,  confided 
to  the  military  arm  of  the  executive  department  certain  specified  powers  and  duties  for 
the  preservation  of  peace  and  order  in  the  State,  until  the  people  of  this  State  should 
frame  a  new  government  and  elect  public  officers  under  it,  and  be  admitted  again  into 
ftill  relation  with  the  Union. 

'*  Under  these  acts,  and  particularly  that  of  June  25, 1868,  a  form  of  government  was 
adopted  by  the  people  of  G^rgia,  and  they  elected  under  it  a  legislature  and  governor. 
And  in  July,  1868,  after  sundry  difficulties  touching  the  eligibility  of  certain  members 
of  the  legislature  had  been  disposed  of  by  the  legislature,  with  the  approval  of  the 
general  in  command  of  the  district,  the  new  government  was  by  him  declared  duly 

*  T»ken  firom  Senate  Reports,  3d  ness.  4 1  si  Cong.,  No.  308.    The  accompany  ing  documents,  mak- 
ing pages  8-16, 21-^  and  43-65.  are  omitted. 
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HODS  having  the  next  largest  number  of  votes  at  the  election  for  mem1)erB  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

*' These  events  lust  named,  and  the  circumstances  existing  in  connection  with  them, 
led  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  December  22,  1869. 

''The  first  section  of  that  act  made  it  the  duty  of  'the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  to  summon  all  persons  elected  to  the  general  assembly  of  said  State,  as  appears 
by  the  proclamation  of  George  G.  Meade,  general,'  &c.,  dated  June  25,  1866,  to  appear 
at  the  capitol  on  a  day  named. 

"  And  it  further  directed  that  'thereupon  the  said  general  assemblyof  said  State  shall 
proceed  to  perfect  its  organization  in  conformity  with  the  Ck)nstitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. ' 

"  The  persons  named  in  this  act,  and  in  the  proclamation,  were  those  only  who  had  re- 
ceived a  m£yonty  of  the  votes  at  the  election;  and  they  were,  in  the  aggregate,  the  same 
body  of  men  who  had  composed  the  legislature  at  its  organization,  and  thenceforth,  un- 
til the  exclusion  of  the  negro  members  and  the  introduction  of  minority  candidates  into 
their  places. 

"The  law,  thus  ascertaining  the  persons  who  were  to  assemble,  then  proceeds  to  direct 
that  *  the  said  general  assembly  shall  proceed  to  perfect  its  organization, '  &c.  No  author- 
ity is  conferred  upon  the  governor  to  do  it,  nor  upon  the  military  commander.  The  power 
and  duty  to  perfect  its  organization  is  conferred  on  the  assembly  exclusively  by  the  very 
words  of  the  act.    There  is  no  room  for  inference  or  construction. 

**  The  next  three  sections  provide  the  method  by  which  the  houses  are  to  perfect 
their  organization,  i.  e.,  by  taking  certain  oaths  and  by  the  election  of  officers,  and 
they  also  provide  that  the  neglect  to  take  such  oaths  shall  disqualify  the  persons  so 
neglecting  and  make  them  ineligible  to  seats,  and  that  false  swearing  in  taking  such 
oaths  shall  be  perjury,  and  be  punished  as  such. 

"  The  next  section  (5th)  provides  severe  penalties  for  any  interference  with  the  taking 
of  such  oaths  and  participation  in  the  proceedings. 

"The  seventh  section  requires  the  President  to  employ  the  military  foices  of  the 
United  States  so  iar  '  as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  and  execute  the  preceding  provis- 
ions of  this  act.  * 

"  Under  this  act  the  governor  of  Georgia  did  summon  the  persons  elected  to  the  legis- 
lature, as  named  in  the  proclamation  ol  General  Meade,  to  assemble  at  the  State-house 
in  Atlanta  on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1870. 

"  In  pursuance  of  this  proclamation  the  geater  part,  and  nearly  all  the  persons 
named,  assembled  at  the  time  and  place  named.  >^ 

*  "  A  quorum  of  the  Senate  took  the  oaths  prescribed,  and  organized  as  provided  for  in 
the  act. 

"The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  were  called  to  order  by  one  Harris, 
not  a  member  or  officer,  but  who  had  been  designated  for  that  purpose  by  the  governor. 
Some  of  the  members  protested  against  this  and  attempted  to  elect  a  speaker  pro  tempore^ 
but  were  prevented  by  said  Harris  and  his  assistants;  and  thenceforth,  until  the  final 
organization  of  the  house,  Harris  continued  to  preside  and  to  adjourn  the  body  from  time 
to  time,  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  without  consulting  the  house,  and  to  determine 
what  persons  who  had  appeared  as  members  should  be  permitted,  from  day  to  day,  to 
take  the  prescribed  oaths,  and  take  their  seats. 

"  This  proceeding  was  in  substance  ratified  by  the  general  in  command  at  Atlanta, 
who  had  been,  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  December  22,  18G9,  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  Georgia,  as  a  military  district  under  the  act  of  March  2,  18()7. 

"  It  having  been  sug<;ested  to  the  general  in  command  that  sundry  persons  had  taken 
or  were  about  to  take  the  oaths  prescribed  in  the  act  of  December  2:i,  lt?69,  falsely,  he 
directed  that  those  accused  of  such  improper  conduct  or  purpose  should,  for  the  time  being, 
be  excluded  from  participation  in  the  proceedings,  and  thereupon  organized  a  board  of 
military  officers  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  following  general  orders: 

" '  [General  Orders  No.  8.] 
"  '  HEADQUABTEE8  MILITARY  DlSTEICT  OF  GEORGIA. 

"  'Atlanta,  Ga.,  January  13,  1870. 

*'  *  In  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  a  board 
is  hereby  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  of  W.  T.  Winn,  of  Oobb  County;  John 
J.  Collier,  of  Dooly  County;  A.  W.  Holcomb,  of  Milton  County;  W.  J.  Anderson,  of 
Houston  County;  B.  B.  Hinton,  of  Marion  County;  andC.  J.  Welborn,  of  Union  County, 
to  seats  in  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  under  the  reconstruction  acts. 

"  '  The  board  will  meet  and  organize  at  once,  and  will  have  power  to  administer  oaths 

and  send  for  persons  and  papers.     Tliey  will  permit  the  persons  whose  eUjJcibility  is  iu 

.question  to  appear  before  them  either  in  person  or  by  attorney,  and  will  also  permit  the 
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Headqvabtbbs  Thibd  Militaby  District, 

'"'AOafUa,  On,,  Julp21,  186a 

"  '  Civil  government  being  established  in  Florida  and  Alabama,  and  the  Georgia  legis- 
latare  having  to-day  passed  the  fourteenth  article  constitntional  amendmcoit,  indiiSat- 
ing  that  in  a  few  days  this  State  will  have  civil  government  re-establidied,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  dispense  with  'one  of  the  regiments  of  Infantry  in  this  district,  and  would 
recommend  the  withdrawal  of  the  Fifteenth  regiment,  now  in  Alabama.  Please  notiQr 
me  at  the  earliest  moment,  that  I  may  make  the  proper  arrangements  for  relieving  it. 

**<  GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 
^'^MafoT'Oenena,  U.  8.  A. 
*' '  Brevet  Major-General  Schbiveb, 

''^War  Dept9rtment,  WaskingUm,  />.  C. 

"*A  true  copy: 

"*R.  C.  DRUM, 


ut 


AuUUmt  Atffntani-Oenerdl.  * 


'^'Hbadquabtbbs  Thibd  Military  Distbiot, 

''  'Aikmia,  Ou.,  M9  21, 186a 

*'  *  Both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  Geoigia  having  examined  into  and  decided  upon 
the  qualifications  of  their  respective  members,  under  fourteenth  article  ccmstitutional 
amendment,  I  yesterday  instructed  the  provisional  governor  to  communicate  to  each 
house  that  I  considered  their  oiganization  legal,  and  withdrew  any  opposition  to  their 
proceeding  to  the  business  which  had  called  them  together.  To-day  both  houses,  by  de- 
cided majorities,  have  passed  the  constitutional  amendment  known  as  article  14,  and 
will,  without  doubt,  at  once  otherwise  comply  with  the  requisitionof  the  act  ^  June  25, 
1868. 

"'GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

"'General  U.  S.  Grant,  WcuhinffUm,  D.  C 


"  *  Hbadquartebs  Third  Military  Dibtrhjt,        * 

'''AOania,  Qa.,  July^  186a 

"  *  Yesterday  the  governor-elect  of  Georgia  notified  me  officially  that  both  housei  of 
the  general  assembly  of,  Georgia  had  by  solemn  act  complied  with  the  requlrttiaos  of 
the  act  of  Congress  which  became  a  law  June  25,  1868;  and  to-day  I  have  witnessed  the 
inauguration  of  the  governor-elect  The  State  of  Georgia  is  therefore,  under  the  act  of 
Ck>ngres8,  entitied  to  representation.  The  official  document  will  be  carried  to-day  by 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  C.  Drum,  sent  to  Washington  for  this  purpose. 

'''GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 
" '  Mnjar-General,  U.  S.  A. 
"  *A  true  copy: 

"'R.  a  DRUM, 
"  'AmiiimU  A4JuUmi'Gemerui. 
"  'General  U.  S.  Grant,  WasMnfftan,  D.  C 

''The  State  being  then  in  fact  relieved  ftom  militaiy  govenmient» proceeded,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  its  constitution,  to  appoint  Judges  vSl  other  offioeis  of  Jus^oe,  and 
to  fill  up  completely  its  organization  of  State  government. 

-   <<  The  legislature,  in  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  Senators  to  represent  the  State  in  Congress,  and  it  alsopaawd  many  laws. 

*^  During  all  this  time,  however,  certain  persons — variously  dafmed  to  numb^  ftom 
ten  to  twenty-five,  but  not  so  numerous  as  to  aflbet  the  onpsnlzation'Of  the  I^gidatnni 
in  respect  to  a  constitutional  quorum  <^  l^gal  members — ^beld.  seats  in  the  legialatnre 
under  the  forms  of  election,  but  who  were  or  are  understood  to  have  been  disquiUiflad 
therefor  by  force  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  OoDstitntkm  of  the  United  States^ 

'*  After  these  events,  and  in  September,  1868,  a  minority  of  the  senate  and  bouse  of 
representatives,  respectively,  including  thenenons  so  churned  to  have  been  disquali- 
fied, proceeded  to  decide  tluit  persons  of  Aftuean  descent  (of  whom  there  were  several  in 
each  nouse)  could  not,,for  that  cause,  hold  seats  in  the  legislature,  and  to  exclude  them 
therefkum  in  a  body,  without  giving  them  any  voice  in  deriding  the  question;  and 
thereupon  they  filled  up  the  seats  so  made  vnoiiit  \ff  the  MnriMibn  of  toe  white  per* 
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Rons  luivinf;  the  next  largest  numl>er  of  vot«N  ;it  the  election  l(»r  memWrs  of  the  legiMln- 
ture. 

**  These  events  last  nunietl,  and  the  <*in'un)HtamreH  existing  in  conoection  with  theni, 
led  to  the  {KtsHuge  of  the  uet  of  Decern l>er2'i,  1H6U. 

'*The  llrst  tki'tion  of  that  net  made  it  the  duty  of  *  the  governor  of  tlie  Stmte  of 
Georgia  to  Hunimon  all  persoas  elected  to  the  general  OAHembl^'  of  aaid  State,  tm  appeam 
by  the  proclamation  of  (ieorge  («.  Meade,  general/ <&c.,  dated  June  25,  1H6H,  to  appear 
at  the  capitol  on  a  day  named. 

**  Ami  it  further  directed  that  *  thereu]Mm  the  Raid  general  aflRcmhIy  of  said  State  ahall 
proceed  to  perfect  lU  organization  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  Static,  «iccording  to  the  provisiouH  of  fhiM  act.' 

"  The  persons  named  in  this  ai-t.  and  in  the  proclamation,  were  those  only  who  had  re- 
ct*ive<l  a  majority  of  the  votes  at  the  election;  and  they  were,  in  the  aggregate,  the  same 
body  of  mf>n  who  had  conipose<l  the  legislature  at  its  organization,  ami  thenceforth,  un- 
til the  exclusion  of  the  negro  niemlM'rs  and  the  introduction  of  minority  candidates  into 
their  plat-t-s. 

"The  law,  thus  itscertiiiningthe  ]M»rsoii.s  who  were  to  aKS4*nib1e,  then  proceeds  to  direct 
that  *  the  said  genenil  iLssem My  shall  pHx-eeil  toperfi*ct  its  organization,'  ^\  Noauthor- 
ity  is  ccmferreil  uiicm  thegovernor  to  do  it,  noru|K)n  the  military  <K>mnuinder.  The  power 
and  duty  to  |H*rfiH't  it^  orpin iz:it ion  is  confcrre<l  on  the  assembly  (exclusively  by  the  \ery 
wonls  of  th«  art.     There  is  no  ro<mi  for  infen*nc(»  or  c<mstruction. 

*'The  next  thn-e  se<*tions  pn>vide  the  metho<l  by  which  the  housesi  are  to  pcrfe<*t 
their  organiz:ition.  i.  «*.,  by  talking  itTtain  oaths  ami  by  the  i*lc(*tion  of  officers,  and 
they  also  provide  that  the  n(*gle<'t  to  take  such  oaths  shall  dis(|iiality  the  |M*n«oiin  no 
neglecting  and  make  tlit>ni  ineligible  to  M>at.s,  and  that  false  swearing  in  taking  ouch 
oaths  sliall  Im>  ixTJnry,  and  Im*  pnnish(*d  as  such. 

**Tlie  next  s«H'tion  {Mh)  provides  si'vere  ]M*nultieM  for  any  interfen-mv  with  tlie  takiD;< 
of  such  o;iths  and  |urticiii:iti«>n  in  th«*  imK-eedings. 

'*The  H4>vcntb  s4*ction  nN|uires  the  l'resi«lent  to  empl«)y  the  military  fotces  of  the 
Tnited  States  so  far  *  as  may  )m>  ncci*ssiiry  to  enforce  and  cxiTUte  the  pr.<e«ling  pnAis- 
ions  of  this  act.* 

"  rnder  this  act  the  governor  «>f  (t(*4»rgia  «lid  summon  the  pc^rsons  el<rcte«l  to  the  legb- 
latun'.  as  nannil  in  the  pHs'lamation  ol  (fcneral  Meade,  to  assemble  at  the  Stale  hotuic 
in  Atlanta  on  the  10th  day  of  .lanuiry,  H7<). 

"  in  pursuaiHv  of  this  proclamation  the  geater  |tart,  and  noiirly  all  the  ptT^ins 
iianKil,  assembl«'«l  at  the  time  and  plai'e  named.  ^ 

*  "  \  quorum  of  the  S«*mite  t(N>k  the  o;iths  prescrilMtl,  and  (»rg;inix«*d  a<4  provided  for  in 
the  act. 

"The  memls'iN  of  the  house  of  n*presentativ(*s  were  calletl  Co  onler  by  one  Harris, 
not  a  menilwr  (»r  ofli«'er.  but  who  had  iN^en  dettignated  for  that  purp(MH.>  bv  the  governor. 
Some  of  the  memlsTs  pn»t«*?«t(nl  against  this  and  attempted  to  eleirt  a  speaker  pro  Umptrt^ 
but  wen*  pn*vented  by  said  Karris  ami  his  assistants;  am!  thenci-forth,  until  the  filial 
organization  of  the  housi*,  Harris  <-outinue<t  to  pre<«ideand  U»  ailjouni  the  l:ody  from  linn* 
to  time.  lU'fonliiig  to  his  own  pleasun*.  witlnmt  consulting  the  liouse.  and  t(»  delemiiiN* 
what  penums  who  had  ap|)eun*d  as  meml»ers  slioubl  U*  ]MTiniit4-d.  from  day  t4»  day,  to 
take  tiM*  pres4'rilN*d  fiiitlH.  and  take  their  seats. 

*'  This  pns'iN^ling  was  in  sul>staii<'<*  ratilieil  by  the  genenil  in  (ximmaud  at  Atlanta, 
who  hail  l>e<*n.  at>«*r  the  p:iHs;ige  of  the  oet  of  DetvmlMT  *."i.  \^i'AK  np;ointe  1  t«>  tbi*  oihii 
niaiid  of  (leorgia.  as  a  milit.iry  distri«'t  under  the  act  fif  .Munli  *2.  1*m;7. 

**  It  having*  Im>«mi  sti;{!^H(teil  to  tliegener.d  in  C'iiiiiiian«l  that  siitidrv  p:*n«ims  had  taken 
or  wen*  alMMit  ti>  take  xhv  <KitliH  preM#iilie<l  in  the  a«i  of  iKcemlter  *J'.*,  ISUI,  falM*!^',  he 
dirt*rt<*<|  that  tlios(*;i4-<*ii«««*d  of  such  impni|MT  c«>nduct  or  puqiose  should,  lor  the  time  Mng. 
1m*  excluded  from  |Kirtici|ution  in  the  pnM*t*ei|iiig<4,  and  thereupon  organized  a  iMord  uf 
military  otIWrsfor  the  purfMntes  wt  forth  in  the  following  geneial  onlem: 

"  *  [<ieiM>rml  Ordera  No.  3.) 


*"llK.\lHit-ARTKK.H  MlUTAHV   OKTUKT  OF  GlCllllOIA. 

"  M//«i»/«f.  <.*fi.,  Jamunrf/  Kl,  1870. 

'*  *  In  pursunmv  of  instnietionn  rrcrivecl  from  the  headc|tia iters  ul  the  Aimy,  a  Knnl 
is  hen*by  app(»inteil  to  iiuiuire  into  the  eligibility  of  W.  T.  Winn,  of  (>>bb  County;  John 
.r.  Collier,  of  IHxdy  County;  A.  W.  Ilolcimib.  nf  Milton  County;  \V.  J.  Andenon,  of 
Houston  (*4»unty;  H.  H.  Hintnn.  of  Marion  County:  aiidC.  .1.  Weltmrn,  of  rnUm  Onnty, 
to  <MMts  in  the  l«*gislatnn*  of  (Georgia,  under  tlH*  reconsitnietion  oris. 

"  'The  l»ii.inl  uill  iiuTt  and  on^anize  at  once,  ami  will  have  power  t<»a<lroinMeraath^ 
and  send  for  iM*r<M»:i^  .\\\  I  pipers  Tliey  will  p*rmtt  the  per^m*  wlia«*  eli*iibilily  U  tu 
((Uirstion  to  ap{M<ar  b.-tote  thvm  either  in  penon  or  by  attorney ,  and  will  also  permit  tlw 
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appearance  before  them  of  pecsons  who  deny  the  eligibility  of  said  W.  T.  Winn,  J.  J. 
Collier,  A.  W.  Holoomb,  W.  J.  Anderson,  B.  B.  Hinton,  and  C.  J.  WelbOrn. 

;^  ^  The  board  will  keep  a  complete  and  aocarate  record  of  the  proceedings  and  of  aU 
testimony  which  may  be  given  bietbre  them,  and  will  transmit  the  same  to  these  head- 
quarters with  its  report. 

^^  'Detail  for  the  board.— Bvt  M^.  Gen.  T.  H.  Roger,  United  States  Army;  Bvt.  Brig. 
Gen.  T.  J.  Haines,  United  States  Army;  M%j.  Heniy  Goodfdlow,  judge-advpeate,  Unitd 
States  Army. 

**  *  By  order  of  Brevet  Mtgor-General  Terry: 

"*J.H.  TAYLOR. 
*'  'Amstant  Adjutani-OeneraL 
"  *  Official: 

"*  R.  P.  HUGHES, 
'^  *  Acting  AssistarU  Adjutant^Gerieral,* 


ti 


*  [General  Orders  No.  4.] 


'*  *  Hbadquabtbbs  Militaby  Distbict  of  Gboboia, 

"  'Atlanta,  Ga.,  Janmary  15,  1870. 

"  'The  board  of  officers  convened  by  General  Orders  No.  3,  current  series,  ftom  these 
headquarters,  is  hereby  directed,  in  addition  to  the  duty  asrigned  tothem  by  that  order, 
to  inquire  into  the  eligibility  under  the  reconstruction  acts  of  the  following-named  mem- 
bers-elect of  the  house  of  representatives,  viz: 

** '  Isham  Raddish,  of  Appling  County;  R.  W.  Phillips,  of  Echols  County;  E.  M.  Tal- 
iaferro, of  Fulton  County;  J.  H.  Nunn,  of  Glascock  County;  R.  A.  Donaldson,  of  Gor- 
don County;  W.  P.  Price,  of  Lumpkin  County;  J.  N.  Harris,  of  Murray  County;  L. 
H.  Walthall,  of  Polk  County;  L.  C.  A.  Warren,  of  Quitman  County;  Thomas  F. 
Rainey,  of  Schley  County;  C.  C.  Humber,  of  Stewart  County;  G.  N.  Harper,  of  Sum- 
ter; Frank  Wilchar,  of  Taylor  County;  John  B.  Sorrells,  of  Walton  County;  J.  D. 
Smith,  of  Ware  County. 

''  By  order  of  Brevet  M^jor^General  Terry: 

"•J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
**  *A88i8tant  Atffnianl-OenerdL' 


"  The  board  proceeded  to  discharge  its  duties,  and  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1870 
the  resolt  of  its  action  was  promulgated  as  follows: 


(( 


*  [General  Orders  Na  9J] 


''  *  Headquabtebs  Militaby  Distbict  of  Gbobgia, 

''AttmUa,  Oa,,  January  25,  1870.' 

'*  'Whereas  the  board  convened  by  General  Orders  No.  3,  current  series,  fixnn  these 
headquarters,  consisting  of  Bvt.  Ms^.  Gen.  T.  H.  Rnger,  colonel  Eighteenth  United  States 
Infiintryf  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Haines,  commissary  of  subsist^ice;  and  M%j.  Henry 
GoodfeUow,  judge  advocate,  United  States  Army,  has  made  its  report  in  writing,  by 
which  it  appears  that  R.  A.  Donaldson,  of  Gordon  County;  £.  M.  Taliaferro,  of  Fulton 
Cmmty,  and  J.  H.  Nunn,  of  Glascock  County,  members-elect  of  the  house  of  represent- 
atives of  Georgia,  are  not  eligible  to  seats  therein  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States: 
Therefore  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  said  R.  A.  Donaldson,  E.  M.  Taliaftno,  and  J. 
H.  Nunn  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  prohibited  from  taking  part  in  the  orguiixation  of 
said  house,  or  from  attempting  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a  member  thereof;  and 

"  *  Whereas  thoHMud  board  have  found  that  Thomas  F.  Rainey,  of  Sdiley  County;  J. 
N.  Harris,  of  Murray  County;  R.  W.  Phillips,  of  Echols  County;  L.  C.  A.  Warren,  <^ 
Quitman  County;  Joseph  D.  Smith,  of  Ware  County;  W.  P.  Price,  of  Lumpkin  County; 
J.  B.  Sorrels,  of  Walton  County;  G.  N.  Harper,  of  Sumter  County;  C.  C.  Humber,  of 
Stewart  Counly;  L.  H.  Walthall,  of  Polk  County;  and  Isham  RaddisAi,  of  Appling 
Ocrnnty,  are  eligible  to  seoits  in  the  said  house  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  no 
olijections  will  be  made  to  their  participating  as  members  in  the  oiganization  of  the 
house;  and 

* '  *  Whereas  it  appears  that  Frank  Wilchar,  of  Taylor  County,  has  since  the  commence- 
ment Qi  the  session  of  the  board  been,  and  is  now  reported  to  be,  absent  firom  the  city, 
so  that  the  bou^  has  not  been  able  to  determine  in  Ids  case,  it  ia  therefore  ordered  that 
tibe  said  board  still  hold  his  case  under  consideratian,  amd  that  in  the  mean  time,  and 
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fifiUi  U)^  /-AAA  t^  l^^rH  «fi4  #t#;ieniiifi^.  «u4  Wikfeor  W  9in&iHin*rt  rfrnn  micinic  bpt* 
}ft  f^  mti;m\*tt^-^m  *rt  pntiUiyi^w  in  the  fwwxrfJBg^  «Hf  n&s>&niii!K  :an£ 

'' '  WfH^^MA  ^r  f^  l^tirto,  nfMiUtMl  Ctmaj:  J.  JL  Wginmmi  «i^ ITnmnmrf < Ctimiiif  jl  7 
nHint^ii,  ftf  Ityhmm  iUmttiy;  A.  M.  Oootipe,  of  BuJect Owoof:: IDtonie 4&niC.  if  fiuuiui^ 
('■tftiitijr',  WMH^m  ^r  HwWm,  c^  Hmtm  dmsxjz  D.  f^ftiiiMiiii  •uTWiIubk  Cflinu?..  E&iet 
^  kMl/^j(«  ^rf  htmih  (Umniy;  J.  W.  Ifaadowa,  <r  J<ihmim  Cmiimy ,.  J.  ^  PfoiiiiiiiL  i£ 
f '^tfff^i  rm^Hf ;  U*t(t**tii  ii.  Httrrtwjf  tff  TaUuill  Camatfz  J.  SL  »iiio&^  fi^ CArifas  «C(iici£s 
tUtnm  WHIlftfi»fl.  of  ll*«»ly  O/aniV;  John  C.  Dnke,  «f  rpwa  (^Hmurar..  .r  Tt  ETSk  i^ 
f^imUUhtii'ifithly,il  M,  It^/tith, of  Wc^h  Ccmnty,  ytrwi  ciertrf  aw Hnni  aaqHB:. ibiiT^f  ;s> 
ffm**4f  iU*«'\itiP4\f  Uf»u.\f^*^^f  tn  ti#)<«  nnable  to  takeoeeof  tfcr<ii<i»giw^Hi'iftwg  ^  i^  jct 
1*1  \i^>^m\^f  Wi^  iNfHI^  dlUiinitch  ample  opportmnt j  s>  t»  d»  k»  teen:  icrmcsL  tAmii^  js^ 
hff^^  MftfA  try  H^  t^rmwof  miTiI  a^;!  tiecoroe  loeli^Uc:  to  «■•»  ok  sBi  ftmrafc.  joii  u^e 
ffNf  AM  ^hU  itff<  M^m.  U.  H.  Htillr>ck,  i^remor,  their  ^plicstMn  «»  o&a^  Cu^iis^ ^ 
jf*^  f/MM#^ /4f«i^  r>rr  f*«llitf  frmn  their  diimWlitiei,  thus 
jfol*<  fhf  om<^  i»»  whii'h  fhey  ww«  elected:  It  is  theft' 
Sth,  ftH/i  tfi#».ir  fm^phy  ttfi»,  trrohUiltwl  from  taking  Man 
♦h*-  M^lMffilwif  imi  of  proi'fM»illti«»  ihureof. 

"  '  Mr  m<\t-f  of  Mf»*v*»f.  M«Jor-0«n«iil  Terry: 

"=J-  H.  TAYIX*. 


<<  ft 


"  Nt  f  iMft  Mf'MoM  fhr»H«  of  ihti  tii(imtN!r»-elect  of  the  ho«ne  were  cxdaded  «■  pnottt 
fhHf  ho^lijlt)hil}f.t<  AMil  (*}i*V(*tt  I44lmltie<l  on  proof  of  their  being  eligible^ 

"Om«*  if^fAfrO  Wrtti  pfMliittlM  h-om  iNirtlcipating  until  the  fbither  ofdei 
ft^  Hoi  Uf^^Um  ttttlV(Ml  At  A(t»iH4t,  iiml  Mh  cane  not  having  been  dispoacd  qC 

"  AfMt  M  Wrt<i  niM)if*r  tlpi'tnrcMl  thiii  HixUjen  other  membeis-eleet  were  exdodcd  from 
MffMHpftHMK  Ut  Mil*  ptfiMP^dititfct,  tm  fmvinK  refused,  dectined,  neglected,  or  been  onaUe 
0  hkt*  Utf*  Of4ltf(i.  »llltoit^ti  Htitplii  (»p|M»rtuiiity  HO  to  do  had  been  aflbided  tbem.  and 
fH.1»M«<^  Mm'V  liftil  Mpplipil  (or  rptttif  (Vom  dimibilitiefl. 

'")l(«*ftf*  Mif'^rci  Imvititt  tin0ti  (4tk(i|i,  iho  iH^rMOiw  admitted  to  seats  proceeded  todect  s 
Kp^f4k^f  Off  (Itf^  I^Hfli  or  >hMtiUM-,v,  1H7(),  luid  the  result  was  officially  coamnnkated  u> 

(fhffHf(ffrtMH4  Ml   WflfftlhltflllM,  »IH  IflllnWM: 

"  *  Atlanta,  G«.,  Jammary  26,  187a 

"  '  Moffni*  ofMiitiif^Nl  lliiF)  Miontitig  li.v  iil<H!ting  McWhorter,  Republican  candidate,  as 
HM*^\iH  I  Iti  ff'tfiol  or  ttodtd  (hrt*n  imrMotiM  were  excluded  as  ineligible;  eleven  of  those 
iffOfflH'il  IffMf  H»'M^  iKofMiuMi'Pil  niluibln;  nixtccn  who  refused  to  take  oath  were  declared 
jo  Mfttf  liH'MtftM  iffi'li^iltlM  hy  (Itnii-  roAtNivl;  mid  one,  whose  case  was  sent  to  the  board, 
Iftftifftf  rftilni  lo  fttt|iMfit«  ftiiii  liPittK  iil>MUii  IVom  tho  city,  was  forbidden  to  take  part  in 
ififtftfilfrttl  loll  S  rfiM  Htf  pHiI  t><ti«tttiimUon  of  lulof  December  22, 1  decided  that  the  fourth 
MH'MoM  woftl'l  ftol   iii'MoH  \\\p  (4)  Pi(*nf.  th(^  noxt  highest  candidates  in  place  of  ineligible 

pf'fvfOlfl 

'^'ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

'*  ^Brevet  Major-General. 
"  'MPifi»r»il  |i;.  M   TiiWNBWNii.' 

"'t'lO'  iiilfif  ^PMliifi  rtiMioo  iif  tti0  titlliUry  (Hmimandcr  terminated  at  this  time. 

"lt|Miii  lliisi  Itldhiiv  (to>  iMiiiutihlrp  \\x\y  ooniiirtilnod  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
ImDoi'  Alitl»*(1  foMioft  onltp  niitl(4M'y  nuUtorltU'H  was  not  authorized  by  law. 

"Til**  lotslolfiloti*  p|0(>ltitt  to  Urottflti  umlor  tho  m^ts  of  Congress  authorizing  it  was  not  a 
tHitl>  oMIo*  |tiiv(>fttifo>tM  tltMM(tmt  by  \\\^  Ihw  not  to  1)0  legal  and  to  be  provisional;  but  it 
mm  II  \m\  of  {\\v^  opw  >jtivpi'tMU«*iH.  dnnlgticMl  by  Congress  to  take  the  place  of  the  provis- 
loffiil  j4ov»»ifMio»fil,  im  rt  umimiionl  <»io*.  Thin  Hoenis  perfectly  clear  from  the  words  of 
Ibo  Ifiwi  iitui  I  bin  vIpw  of  Ib0  miminM  was  t4kki»n  by  tho  General  of  the  Army  by  his  order 
lo  Upiipml  Mwiitp,  of  Mtth'b  %  IHflM  (  MwmIi^'h  Uop.,  jMVge  24),  and  again  in  the  same  way 
101  Hip  yuib  of  A|irll,  ImcIM  (MfHitlr*pi  Krp.,  y^^  :U)),  as  follows: 


M    t 

•  •  •  »tM 


Wahhinoton,  D.  C,  March  2,  1868. 

Tbi«  oliM'tlon  pro|tOM«Ml  by  thocntnvontiou  for  officers  under  the  new  constitution  I  do 
not  (M>nHl(lrr  ns  an  olcrllon  foV  (tnitH^rs  un<lcr  the  provisional  government,  referred  to  in 
srotion  <1  of  the  net  upprtUHnl  March  2,  1807.  It  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  a  proper  con- 
struction of  No<'tlon  4  of  not  anprovod  March  23,  1867,  does  not  authorize  district  com- 
munderK  t4)  II x  or  change  tho  aay  of  election  after  it  has  been  designated  by  the  conven- 
tion. 

"*U.  S.  GRANT,  tfJaenil. 
*'  *Iii^i.  Gen.  Gkorqb  G.  Meade, 

'Ommtmding  Third  MUUary  Didriei,' 


U  «i 
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'^^Headquartebs  War  Department, 

'''WaMfiffUmy  D,  CyApnl  29,  1868. 

"  '  I  have  carefally  read  your  letter  of  16th  April,  and  its  inclosares.  I  see  nothing 
in  them  to  change  my  opinion  as  expressed  to  yoa  in  my  dispatch  of  March  2,  1868; 

"  *  The  officers  elected  under  the  new  constitution  of  Georgia  are  not  officers  of  the  pro- 
visional government  referred  to  in  the  reconstruction  acts,  nor  are  they  officers  elected 
under  any  so-called  State  authority,  and  are  not  therefore  required  to  take  the  oath  pre- 
acribed  in  section  9,  act  of  July  19,  1867.  The  eligibility  to  hold  office  must  be  deter- 
mined by  the  new  constitution,  and  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  designated  as  article  14. 

**  *  U.  S.  GRANT,  General, 

**  *Mig.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade, 

"  ^Commanding  Third  Military  JHstrict.* 

'*  It  does  not  follow  from  this  that  a  legislature  thus  situated,  and  before  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State,  is  independent  of  the  laws  of  Congress.  It  is  not;  but  it  is  thought 
that  the  correction  of  any  misbehavior  of  it  or  its  members  rests  with  Congress,  and  not 
with  the  military. 

**  But  however  this  might  have  been  under  the  acts  of  March,  1867,  the  act  of  Decem- 
ber 22,  1869,  must  be  the  special  guide  for  the  present  purpose.  It  must  be  supposed 
that  it  speaks  the  will  of  Congress,  even  though  that  will  may  not  accord  with  the  acts 
of  1867,  and  even  though  it  should  be  conceded  (as  it  is  not)  that  it  would  have  been 
better  had  full  discretion  over  the  seating  of  the  members  of  the  Georgia  legislature  been 
left  to  the  general  in  command.  The  question  is  what  the  law  is,  not  what  it  might 
have  been,  or  what  it  might  be  wished  to  be. 

'^The  act  only  invokes  military  action  in  aid  of  what  it  provides  shall  be  done;  no 
more. 

"  The  act,  as  has  been  seen,  is  clear  and  simple  in  its  provisions.  The  governor  was 
empowered  to  do  one  thing  only,  t.  e.,  summon  the  members-elect. 

That  being  done,  the  next  duty  was  imposed  in  express  terms  on  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Georgia  and  its  several  members.  The  consequences  of  a  failure  to  perform  that 
duty  were  next  pointed  out  in  explicit  language,  t.  e.,  those  who  should  neglect  to 
(jualify  should  not  have  seats,  and  those  who  should  falsely  obtain  them  should  be 
punished  by  a  specified  civil  tribunal  in  a  specified  way.  And  for  these  purposes,  and 
subject  to  these  conditions,  it  was  provided,  in  order  to  secure  the  free  and  full  compli- 
ance with  the  act,  that  any  interference  with  members  in  their  attempt  to  sWear  in,  or 
in  sitting,  should  be  criminal. 

^*  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  words  in  section  4,  'entitled  to  compose  such  legis- 
lature,^ might  be  construed  to  vest  in  the  military  commander  the  power  to  decide 
what  persons  were  entitled  to  sit;  but  it  does  not  appear  possible  to  do  this  in  the  face 
of  the  express  prior  provisions  of  the  act  giving  every  member  the  right  of  his  own  will 
to  take  one  of  the  oaths  prescribed,  and  in  the  face  of  the  subsequent  provisions  declar- 
ing the  interruption  of  any  person  'elected  as  aforesaid '  in  taking  the  oaths  and  his 
seat  to  be  criminal  and  punishable.  But  the  clause  in  question  does  not  look  to  con- 
ferring any  authority,  but  is  only  a  definition  or  description  of  the  persons  iipon  whom 
the  law  conferred  the  power  to  act,  i.  e. ,  those  who  by  Meade's  proclamation  were  elected 
and  who  should  swear  in. 

'*It  has  been  seen  that  the  legislature,  as  originally  elected  and  organized  in  186-, 
was  not  a  '  provisional '  legislature  within  the  purview  of  the  acts  of  reconstruction,  but 
that  it  was  a  State  legislature  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  elected  and  assembled,  but 
not  having  absolute  legislative  power  until  the  admission  of  the  State  to  representa- 
tion. And  in  this  condition  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  when  the  act  of  December  22, 
1869,  was  under  consideration,  this  committee  reported  it  with  a  provision  making  the 
legislature  'provisional*  until  the  further  action  of  Congress,  and  that  provision  was 
rejected  hy  the  Senate. 

"  For  these  reasons  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  acts  of  Harris  beforementioned, 
and  the  action  of  the  general  in  command  in  excluding  the  persons  who  either  had  taken 
or  were  willing  to  take  the  oaths  provided  were  not  warranted  by  law. 

"The order  excluding  those  who  confessedly  declined  to  take  the  oaths  was  purely 
ministerial,  and  may  be  regarded  as  in  proper  compliance  with  the  seventh  section  of 
the  act. 

''  It  is  due  to  the  general  in  command  to  say  that  the  circumstances  justify  the  com- 
mittee in  reporting  that  his  whole  conduct  in  the  affair  was  under  the  sincere  belief 
that  he  was  acting  within  the  limits  of  his  lawful  authority,  and  that  under  circnm- 
stances  of  much  difficulty  and  delicacy  he  conducted  affairs  (although  outside  of  the 
law)  in  such  a  manner  as  to  command  the  personal  confidence  and  respect  of  all  parties 

find  penona  concerned.    And  the  committee  k  »lso  of  opinion  that  the  three  persona 


;W2  SKNATE  KLE(TION  CASES. 

ex*'!!!*!***!,  who  desirod  to  <[ua1i fy.  wvre  ptTHOiiH  who  would  have  \iolated  the  act  hy 
tiikinfc  the  fKith,  so  that  in  respect  to  them  there;  waH  no  actnnl  ii^tistioe  done. 

"An«T  X\u:  hoiisi' of  repn'sentatives  had  thus  orKiuii zed,  it  aiiniittied  tonealB  WTeml 
])cr>H>iif<  who,  in  tii<'  elections,  had  Imh'U  candidatOH  a^ainHt  the  pt^rsoUH  ho  excluded,  bat 
ha<l  iM-en  Iniiten,  nH*eivinjE  only  a  minority  of  the  vote«  nint. 

*'<>n  the  hearin)^  iH'fore  the  eonimitti'e  it  was  conceiled  that  there  wom  nothing  in  the 
constitution  or  hiws  of  (it'orf^ia  which  wouhl  warrant  such  a  proceeding,  1>ut  it  wan  onn- 
tciidiMl  tliat  this  action  wiis  warnmte<l  by  the^euenil  principle's  of  parliamentary  law, 
which,  it  wiis  claimed,  authoriz<il  the  iNMly  charged  with  deciding  who  in  elected  to 
tn*at  as  not  c:ist  all  vot(*s  given  for  an  ineligible  (?!«}tlidate.  and  m>  to  conclude  that  the 
eligible  «':indidatc  having  the  greatest  number  «)f  v(»tes  is  the  choice  of  the  migoritj  of 
the  eliftors,  although  he  in  fact  ntH'ived  only  the  vot<*«  of  a  minority. 

*'  However  this  may  Im*  in  cas<-j4  in  which  a  plurality  ele(*tM.  or  in  which  the  want  of 
ca|Kicity  in  the  candidate  is  of  such  a  manitest  and  indisputable  and  notorious  character 
iks  t4»  warnmt  the  )ire.suniption  that  the  ele<-tors  in  voting  tor  him  intende<i  to  throw 
away  their  votes  ( whieli  the  coniinittee  do  not  decide^,  it  is  clear  that  no  nuch  mle  can 
1m*  applied  t4»  casi'x  of  the  nature  now  under  consideration,  in  which  the  tent  of  eligibility 
is  sfmiewhat  bn>ader  than  the  <ine  existing  at  the  time  of  the  ele<'tion,  and  in  which,  in 
either  c:is«\  the  «|Uestioii  dei>«'nds  on  the  true  ap)>lication  of  the  law  to  conrlumoni*  of 
facts  to  1m*  drawn  fmin  various  eircnmstan<*<>s,  not  n<M'ess:irily  notorious  or  indisputable 
in  their  cliaRkcter. 

"The  committ4'<>  an*,  therefon',  obliged  to  conclude  that  the  iienwns  thuH  adaiitt«d 
were  not  lawfully  entitled  to  si*ats  in  the  (Georgia  legislature.  And  it  should,  perhapn, 
l>e  nientione«L  that  on  the  hearing  lN>tbrr  the  c«mimitt<'e  on  the  (Hximion  of  the  ronmd* 
eration  of  tliea«*t  of  December  'J*i,  \^ii*.K  it  wild  conteudcsl  by  the  penwin.^  asking  con- 
gre-sHjonal  intervention  in  the  atVairs  «>f  <fi>orgia  that  then*  was  no  authority  for  the 
M-ating  of  miiHirity  eaudidate^t  by  the  b'gislature.  its  had  Imvu  done  on  the  expnision  of 
the  ncgn»  m«-mlN*rs:  and  that  one  distinct  gn>uiid  u|N)n  which  the  jiuwuge  of  that  act 
w:u«  rented  :is  illeg^il  :*nd  revolutionary  was  that  f:M't.  Tli<*  inteqiretation  of  the  law 
cannot  In-  made  to  change  aeiimling  to  the  rhant;ing  wish«*s  of  tlios<*  who  invoke  ita 
:is.siHtanc<'. 

"The  committ«>i>.  then.  re|Mirt,  under  the  first -namc<i  resolution,  that  in  the  following 
res]NH-ts  lht>  ort;aniy:ation  of  siid  legi'<Iature  has  not  iN'cn  warmnte<l  by  law: 

*'  1.   In  the  ctiiitn>l  ami  dire«  tiim  of  it.s  ]>riN'«>«Mlings  by  Karris. 

'"J.  In  the  cNeluHJon  from  takin;:  the  oaths  and  fn>m  *M*:its  f>f  the  three  memben- 
cleet  who  otlereil  tii  "^wear  in. 

'*:{.   In  the  rM-ating  of  the  |HT^on'<  not  having  a  majnrity  of  the  votes  of  the  electom. 

"  In  n>s|M*<'t  to  the  MitMid  resolution  iN'ton*  n-eite4|,  ealliuK  U)m>u  the  i-ommittee  to 
reiNirt  \%  bet  her  any  furttier  leL;i'«1ation  is  neecss;iry  in  n>spect  to  the  org;ini»ition  of  the 
leiii-latnre  in  (Irorgi.i.  the  e«mimittt>i>  rejMirt  that  a  full  hearing  w:is  given  to  both  sideii 
of  the  Clint n>ver«y  tbeie.  and  that  the  repres4*ntativ«'s  of  the  grciit  IkkIv  of  thone  who 
ei>Titenili'd  that  the  ppNeedini;s  :ifore'«;iid  bad  Im***!!  illeg;il  and  irregular  expressed  their 
\\illingiie*>*«  that  ( *niiirres.«.  ».bfiuld  retrain  fmni  I'urtlicr  interlen*nce  with  the  orgnnizalion 
and  niin|M»Hitioii  of  thr  le'^jtlature,  and  lcav«>  it  to  pr(N'«>efl  in  the  exe^'i*^*  of  legislative 
fuiietion**.  notwith-tandint!  the  matter*  iMMnrc  mentioned,  if  the  provisions  i»f  the  con- 
*<titution  of  (ieitruia  and  the  i>rilin:in<-e  of  its  convention  could  In*  c:irri«'<l  out.  providing 
lor  a  fre>li  eli  rtinn  *>(  one  half  the  M-nators  and  all  of  tli«'  mmilNTM  of  the  htiusi*  of  reprr- 
st-ntativeH  in  Nii\«mlNr.  I'^Tu.  The  other  |Kirty  ju*itili«'s  what  has  taken  phicr,  and  of 
e<iurs«'  obiects  to  any  action  on  the  subjis't. 

"  In  thiH  (itndition  i>i  atVaip*.  ina'*miich  a^  the  ern»r*  of  tin*  gi*n(*r.il  in  c«ininmnd,  before 
Ntaliil.  i|o  not  ap|Har  to  ha\e  workeil  :iny  serious  injustice  in  |Mnnt  of  fiu*t,  and  an  the 
ermr  in  Hi*ating  the  minority  eanilidat«*s  was  conimitttil  by  the  liousf*  of  rrprvnentativf* 
in  the  e\erei-e  nf  a  riirlit  ordinarily  lielomcinK  to  it  in  the  tint  instance:  and  inasmnrh 
as  it  ap)N*»rs  mtain  that  the  term  of  oHiiv  of  the  memlMT«  of  thetSetirgia  b'gislatnre  and 
of  its  Stat4-  (;ii\iriinii-nt  ^lill  e\]iin*  at  the  sjiiiie  time  that  it  would  have  done  bad  the 
.<tate  1m>4'Ii  fully  re^ttinsl  to  itn  pbn  i>  in  the  I'nion  in  .Inly.  MW,  and  do  init  mnimence 
iir  run  Innii  the  d.ite  nf  her  future  admission  to  n*pn'*4*nti'tion.  and  that  without  rrfrr- 
cure  to  \\ li.it  niit:ht  lie  the  Ifg.il  or  liteRil  eon*ttriietion  of  the  l:iMt  clausr  of  thesrrond 
siiliflnision  of  the  !ir*t  s<>«tion  nf  the  third  article  f»f  the  efin*>titutifin  of  4M*orgia,  in  the 
follow  iut:  witid**  'The  umeral  :isw*nibly  may  by  law  rliangt*  the  time  of  fleet  ion,  and 
the  !iienilN*r<  ohall  liidd  until  their  •(iieci*ssors  are  elci'tt*«l  ami  t|nalitU'4l.*  any  interpreta- 
timi  ol'tbi*«  eon-titiitioii  whieh  thuuld  have  the  efl'cct  to  allow  the  extension  tif  the  t€»nn 
ofotlii-eof  the  meiiilM'rs  of  its  tfenentl  ossi'mbly  at  their  f»Hii  will  and  pleasure,  and 
without  .1  fie^li  e\pri3K>ion  of  the  will  of  the  |M*ople,  would  Im*  contrary  ti»  thr  emential 
priiicipli- of  fret-  instiiiitiitns.  and.  if  «-:ime«l  into  pRii*tie«'.  subversive  of  a  rppnbliran 
form  of  go\rrnuient  in  that  State,  which  wnuld  autlitiri/e  the  ei»nstitntional  intervmtion 
of  the  I'mtiil  .^tatt'S  toeorni-t  it:  and  it  oiubl  not  ha«e  Ihi'U  theintentionof  the  people, 
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from  whose  adoption  that  constitution  derives  its  authority,  to  confer  such  a  power  as 
this  construction  would  give,  nor  could  such  have  been  the  understanding  of  Congress 
when  it  passed  the  act  of  June  25,  1868;  and  inasmuch  as  the  chief  body  of  those 
aggrieved  by  the  wrongs  before  stated  is,  upon  the  faith  of  this  conclusion  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  respects  last  mentioned,  willing  to  accept  the  existing  state  of  things;  and 
as  it  appears  to  be  of  much  importance  to  the  people  of  the  whole  country  as  well  as  to 
the  people  of  Georgia  that  the  Unal  and  harmonious  restoration  of  all  the  States  lately 
in  rebellion  to  full  representation,  privileges,  and  responsibilities  as  members  of  the 
Union  should  be  accomplished  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  in  order  that  the  united 
and  friendly  efforts  of  the  whole  people  may  be  given  to  the  arts  of  peace  and  the  means 
of  true  progress,  the  committee  feel  justilied  in  omitting  to  recommend  any  further 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  legislature  in  Greorgia.*' 

Under  the  act  of  June  25,  1868,  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  consisting  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  that  State  of  forty-four  senators  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  representatives, 
was  convened  on  the  4th  of  July,  1868,  and,  after  having,  so  far  as  formality  of  procedure 
is  concerned,  complied  with  the  provisions  of  that  act,  proceeded  on  the  28th  of  J-uly, 
1868,  to  the  election  of  persons  to  represent  said  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
The  election  was  consummated  in  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  on  the  next  day  by  the 
following  vote:  For  Senator  for  the  term  ending  March  4, 1873,  Joshua  Hill  received  IIC 
votes;  Joseph  E.  Brown  received  94  votes;  Alex.  H.  Stephens  received  1  vote;  C.  W. 
Styles  received  1  vote;  and  Hill  was  declared  duly  elected.  For  Senator  for  the  term 
ending  March  4,  1871,  the  vote  was  as  follows:  H.  V.  M.  Miller,  according  to  the  table 
as  it  appears  in  the  journal,  received  120  votes,  but  on  counting  the  names  of  the  persons 
recorded  as  voting.  Miller  received  117  votes;  Foster  Blodgett  received  72  votes;  J.  L. 
Seward  received  13  votes;  A.  T.  Akerman  received  6  votes;  and  Miller  was  declared  duly 
elected.  The  colored  members  of  the  legislature,  as  well  as  those  alleged  to  be  disquali- 
fied, were  present  and  participated  in  this  election.  It  was  not  till  September  3,  more 
than  a  month  afterward,  that  the  legislature  refused  to  recognize  colored  persons  as  mem- 
bers. Appended  is  a  copy  of  the  order  of  Major-General  Meade,  giving  a  list  of  the 
persons  elected  to  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  Georgia,  marked  Exhibit  A; 
also  a  copy  of  the  vote  in  detail  for  Senators  at  the  time  Hill  and  Miller  were  elected, 
showing  for  whom  each  member  voted,  marked  Exhibit  B.  Three  of  the  members  who 
voted  for  Hill,  to  wit,  Donaldson,  Taliaferro,  and  Nunn,  afler  having  taken  the  oaths 
required  by  the  act  of  December  22,  1869,  were,  on  investigation  of  a  military  commission, 
declared  ineligible,  and  prohibited  by  military  order  from  further  participation  in  the 
reorganized  legislature;  and  sixteen  others,  eleven  of  whom,  to  wit,  Burtz,  Drake,  Ellis  oi 
Spalding  County,  George,  Goff,  Hudson,  Johnson  of  Wilcox,  Kellogg,  Meadows,  Penland, 
and  Williams  of  Dooly,  voted  for  Hill,  and  one  of  whom,  Surrency,  voted  for  Brown,  were, 
by  a  like  order,  excluded  from  participating  in  said  reorganization,  as  having  refused  or 
been  unable  to  take  the  oaths  required,  and  because  they  had  applied  for  relief  from  polit- 
ical disabilities. 

No  inquiry  into  the  eligibility  of  any  of  the  sixteen  thus  excluded  was  made,  and  the 
order  excluding  two  of  them,  to  wit,  Wilchar  and  Bennett,  was  subsequently  revoked. 
Two  others,  M.  J.  Crawford  and  John  C.  Drake,  have  made  affidavit  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  seats  in  the  reorganized  legislature,  which  by  threats  of  prosecution  they  were 
deterred  from  occupying  at  the  time.  Their  affidavits  are  appended,  marked  Exhibits  C 
and  D.  Another  of  the  sixteen,  J.  H.  Penland,  states  as  follows:  ^^I  was  induced  to 
sign  an  application  for  pai*don  through  mistake,  and  did  not  mean  thereby  to  admit  that 
I  labored  under  any  disability  to  take  the  necessary  oaths,  and  resume  my  seat  in  the 
house  as  a  member  from  the  county  of  Union. '  *  A  copy  of  Penland's  statement  from  the 
journal  of  the  house  is  appended,  marked  Exhibit  E. 

The  journal  shows  that  Bradley,  one  of  the  senators  who  voted  for  Brown,  was  subse- 
quently, on  the  13lh  of  August,  1868,  declanid  to  have  been  ineligible  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  in  consequence  of  having  been  convicted  of  a  penitentiary  offense,  the  cfm- 
stitution  of  the  State  declaring  any  person  ineligible  who  has  been  convicted  of  a  crime 
punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary.  Before  the  vote  was  taken  declaring 
Bradley  ineligible,  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate. 

Deducting  those  who  were  excluded  by  military  order  from  taking  part  in  the  reorgan- 
ized legislature,  the  result  would  be  as  follows:  Hill,  96  votes;  Brown,  93  votes;  Stephens, 
1  vote;  Styles,  1  vote. 

If  the  votes  of  Crawford,  Drake,  and  Penland,  who  claim  that  they  were  improperly 
deterred  from  taking  part  in  the  reorganized  legislature,  be  counted,  then  Hill's  vote 
would  be  99;  and  if  Bradley's  vote  be  deducted,  Brown  would  have  but  92  votes.  Sev- 
enteen of  those  who  voted  for  Miller,  namely,  Donaldson,  Mason,  Taliaferro,  Burtz,  Drake, 
Ellis,  George,  Goff,  Hudson,  Johnson,  Kellogg,  Meadows,  Penland,  Rouse,  Smith  of 
Coffee,  Surrency,  and  Williams,  were  excluded  by  military  order  from  taking  part  in  the 
reorganized  legisUiturc.     Deducting  these  from  the  votes  cast  when  he  was  elected,  the 
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result  would  be  as  follows:  Miller,  100  votes;  Blodgett,  72  votes;  Sewmrd,  18  ^oles; 
Akerman,  6  rotes. 

Desideri  the  persons  excluded  by  military  order  fVom  taking  part  in  the  reorganlEed 
legiMlaturo,  hix  senatorN,  namely,  Graham,  Moore,  Collier,  Wynne,  Anderson,  and  Me- 
Cuti'bcu,  and  f4>ur  reprcseutativeM,  namely,  Crawford,  Long,  Taliaferro,  and  McCalloogh, 
took  no  i»art  in  the  li-ginlature  iim  reorganized,  and  minority  candidates  were  seated  in 
thfir  plucesi.  No  investigation  into  the  eligibility  of  these  six  senaton  and  four  reprr- 
sentativcH  appeant  to  have  In^eu  liad.  One  of  them  (McCutchen)  deceased  about  the  time 
of  the  nKirgunizatiou.  The  act  of  I)ecemb(*r  2"^,  1869,  did  not  specify  any  time  within 
which  the  persons  <le<'lared  eletrted  by  (ieneral  Meade's  pn>clamation  should  appear  and 
«|ualify  in  the  legislature  as  <lirf(*te<l  to  l)e  reorganized.  Of  the  above  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives, six,  namely.  .Vmlerson,  Moore,  McCutchen,  Crawford,  Long,  and  Smith, 
vote<l  for  Hill,  and  one,  (inihani,  vote<l  for  Styles. 

The  proce<*<lingH  in  the  ele<'tiou  of  H.  V.  Farrow  and  K.  H.  Whiteley  took  place  in  the 
reorgiinized  legislature,  February  lo  and  1({,  1H70.  In  the  proceedings  of  Tuesdnj,  Feb- 
ruary ir>,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  the  vote  for  Senator  for  the  term  ending  March 
4,  1^73,  wiis  \M  follows:  Henry  1*.  Farrow,  HO  votes;  scattering,  2  votes.  And  for  Sen- 
ator for  the  term  ending  March  4,  l><7i,  Richard  H.  Whiteley,  82  votes;  scattering,  1 
vote. 

The  constitution  of  (icorgia  declares  that  the  senate  shall  consist  of  forty- four  senatoni, 
and  the  houm>  of  reprt^seutatives  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-Qve  representatives,  and 
rt*<|uireM  a  majority  of  each  house  to  (constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business.  At  the  time  of 
the  ele«*tion  of  the  Senators  last  named  one  hundred  and  li Ay-seven  persons,  of  whom 
thn-e  were  prohibiteil  by  military  onlcr  from  participating  in  the  proceedings,  and  thirteen 
were  minority  candidates,  whose  names  do  not  ap|K>ar  as  elected  by  the  pmclamatioa  of 
(iener.il  Meade,  had  Imtu  sworn  in  as  members  of  the  house  of  representatives;  and  one 
f»f  the  sworn  niemUTs,  K«i)MTt  Lumpkin,  is  said  to  have  deitaased  before  the  Senatorial 
ele<*tion.  I>t*<Iucting  the  thirteen  minority  membem  from  the  one  hundred  and  flAy- 
seven,  would  leave  one  hundrt>d  and  forty-four  qualified  meml>eni,  of  whom  the  Journal 
shows  but  si*venty-one  to  have  be<'n  present  at  the  time  of  Farrow  *s  elect  ion  by  the  hoose. 
If  the  thn*e  memlN>rs  exchide<I  by  military  order,  and  the  one  said  to  have  deceased,  in 
addition  to  the  minority  meml»ers,  l>e  dniucted,  it  would  leave  but  one  hundred  and  fiirtj 
sulisisting  iiiemlM*r>i;  eleven  of  the  thirteen  voted  for  Farrow.  February  2,  IK70,  on  the 
qU49«tion  of  the  ratitic^ntion  of  the  fourt4'«*nth  amendment  to  theCV>nstitution  of  the  United 
States,  only  seventy-one,  out  of  one  hundred  and  fiAy-two  sworn  membem  of  which  the 
houscf  then  consisted,  t^ast  their  votes,  six  of  which  were  given  by  minority  memben. 

Tlie  journal  t»f  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  assembly  of  the  two  houses  on  Wednesday, 
February  l(i,  shows  that  at  l2o*cl(M'k  the  senate  attended  in  the  hall  nf  the  house  of  re|H 
resentatives,  iind  then  follow  the  following  entries:  "The  general  assembly  then  prooreded 
to  eonsididate  the  vote  of  the  two  housi*s  cast  on  yestenhiy  for  a  United  States  Senator 
for  the  term  ending  March  4,  IfC'X  and  on  consolidating  the  same  it  nppcaml  that  the 
Hon.  Henry  I*.  Farmw  ha«l  retvivcd  Utii  votes;  mattering,  2  votes."  Then  follows  a  list 
of  the  names  of  the  m^nators,  twenty-nine  in  all,  and  of  the  representatives,  eighty  In  all, 
who  vot«*<l  for  Mr.  Farrow,  iind  "scattering  two,'*  and  Henry  1*.  Farrow  **  was  declared 
duly  '•1«'ct<*<l  United  States  Sc'oator  for  the  term  ending  March  4,  1H73.** 

A  similar  entry  is  maile  in  the  journal  as  tothe  ele«*tionof  K.  |{.  Whiteley  for  the  term 
ending  .Marrh  I.  l^CI,  except  that  Whiteley  m*eived  110  votes,  and  there  was  Mattering 
1  vote.  (  \  ("tipy  of  the  jonrtuil  of  the  house  of  n^presentatives  sli(»wing  the  prucredinpi 
in  lull  u|s»n  the  election  of  Farrow  and  Whitely  m  that  liody  on  the  IMh,  and  of  the 
joint  aHtcnibly  on  the  Ifith  of  February,  is  beret4»  ap|M*nded.  marketl  Exhibit  F. )  linul- 
l«-y.  hIio  had  lN>«*n  declareil  ineligible  by  the  senate  in  mnse«|uence  of  his  conviction  of  a 
|M*nitentiury  otfense.  and  luul  also  rtwigiM'<i  in  August,  |Mi;n,  without  a  rr-elertioo,  ap- 
|M'»nil  in  the  reor|0iini/je<1  li^gislatnre  fif  1K70,  and  voted  for  Farrow  ami  Whiteley.  It 
apimirs  that  no  vote  wus  taken  in  the  joint  mnenibly,  as  requiietl  by  the  art  of  Uongrm*. 
when  either  house  shall  have  failed  to  take  proceeiiings  as  miuin-d  b}*  the  act:  but  the 
fact  tliat  Farmw  and  Whiteley  hail  receive<l  a  nu^^nljof  all  the  votes  cast  inea«'h  boose, 
on  tlie  tluy  pn*vious,  without  inquiry  wliet her  a  quorum  of  each  house  was  pre<ieDt  at 
the  time,  seems  to  have  lieen  reganie<l  as  sufficient  to  |ierfert  their  el<*etioD. 

of  the  UKi  vot«-s  cast  fi>r  Farrow  in  both  houses,  IH  were  given  by  pemoDsaot  em- 
bnM'eil  in  the  list  of  perwins  named  in  tieneral  Meaile's  pnM*lanMtion  as  elected,  bnt  Inr 
minority  candidates.  wh«>  had  been  seated  in  the  places  of  tluise  electe<l  by  the  people, 
and  who  had  not  qualifieil  in  the  second  instance  as  membem.  The  namcn  of  tlie  minor- 
ity memlMTH  who  voted  for  Farrow  are:  (*mylon.  Dunning.  Hemleiaon,  Matbewa,  Tray- 
wick,  of  the  senate:  and  (iuilfonl.  (tuudwin.  Hutching^  llolooub,  Harris  of  Ulaaoock. 
Johnsim  of  Foniythe.  Johnson  of  Spalding.  Jackson,  Ncsbit  of  Gordon,  Kufeia,  and 
Thoiuason,  of  the  Itousr. 

Mathews  did  not  vote  for  Whitdey,  but  Arnwtioiig,  ADother  minority  wovbor,  did, 
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80  that  Farrow  and  Whiteley  each  received  the  votes  of  sixteen  minority  members,  some 
of  whom  received  less  than  half  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  the  majority  candidate  in 
whose  place  they  were  substituted,  and  all  of  whom,  according  to  the  unanimous  report 
of  this  committee  made  at  a  former  session,  were  admitted  to  seats  in  the  legislature 
without  authority  of  law.  Deducting  the  16  votes  cast  by  minority  members,  and  Far- 
row received  in  both  houses  the  votes  of  ninety- three  and  Whiteley  of  ninety-four  qual- 
ified members. 

Deducting  these  sixteen  minority  members  from  the  whole  number,  one  hundred  and 
eleven,  present  in  the  joint  meeting  of  the  general  assembly,  and  it  would  leave  but 
ninety-five  present,  considerably  less  than  a  ''majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both 
houses,"  as  required  by  the  act  of  Congress,  but  more  than  a  majority  of  the  persons 
who  had  qualified  as  members  in  the  reorganized  legislature. 

The  general  assembly  was  organized  in  July,  18(>8,  in  prima  facie  accordance  with  the 
constitution  of  the  State,  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  orders  of  the  mili- 
tary department.  It  complied  in  form  with  all  the  requirements  necessary  to  entitle  the 
State  to  representation  in  Congress,  and  members  were  accordingly  admitted  into  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  1868.  Whether  either  or  both  houses 
of  the  general  assembly  of  Georgia  admitted  persons  to  sit  as  members  in  their  respect- 
ive bodies  who  were  disqualified  by  the  third  sciction  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  the 
Constitution  was  at  the  time  a  disputed  question;  but  each  house  appointed  a  com- 
luittee  to  consider  that  question,  after  whose  report  it  was  voted  by  each  house  that  all 
its  members  were  qualified.  These  reports  and  the  action  upon  the  same  appear  in 
the  appendix  to  the  report  made  to  the  Senate  by  this  committee,  by  Mr.  Stewart,  at 
the  third  session  of  the  Fortieth  Congre&s,  and  are  hereto  annexed,  marked  Exhibit  G. 
The  genera]  assembly  thus  organized  not  only  ele(;ted  Senators  of  the  United  States,  but 
it  also  elected,  as  required  by  the  State  constitution.  State  ofiicers,  to  wit,  a  secretary  of 
state,  a  comptroller- general,  and  a  State  treasurer,  all  of  whom  have  since  been  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  without  question.  At  the  same  session 
judges  of  the  various  courts  throughout  the  State  were  appointed  by  the  governor,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  who  have  since  been  and  are  now  pre- 
siding in  the  various  courts  of  the  State.  The  legislature  thus  organized  passed  laws 
authorizing  the  borrowing  of  money  and  affecting  the  general  interests  of  the  Stite,  none 
of  which  have  ever  been  held  or  supposed  to  be  invalid  for  the  reason  that  the  legislature 
which  enacted  them  was  not  properly  organized.  The  reason  for  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  December  22,  1869,  requiring  a  reorganization  of  the  general  assembly  is 
to  be  found  in  the  wrongful  expulsion  by  the  general  assembly  in  September,  1868,  of 
its  colored  members,  in  the  seating  of  the  minority  candidates  in  their  places,  and  in 
continuing  in  their  seats  members  l^lieved  to  be  disqualified,  and  in  the  genei^  disorder 
and  violence  which  prevailed  in  the  State:  That  act  did  not  declare  the  general  assem- 
bly as  organized  in  July,  1868,  to  have  been  illegal,  or  its  acts,  other  than  those  referred 
to  in  the  act  itself,  invalid;  but  it  provided  for  correcting  the  wrongful  and  revolution- 
ary acts  which  had  been  done  by  it  as  organized  in  July,  1868.  It  is  not  believed  that 
the  act  of  December  22,  1869,  would  ever  have  been  passed  had  the  colored  members 
been  permitted  to  retain  their  seats  and  the  peace  of  the  State  been  preserved. 

The  body  of  the  general  assembly  as  organized  in  July,  1868,  and  as  reorganized  in 
January,  1870,  is  not  essentially  different.  Of  the  forty-four  senators  and  one  hundred 
and  seventy- three  members  declared  elected  by  General  Meade,  only  five  senators  and 
nineteen  representatives  who  participated  in  the  organization  of  July,  1868,  were  ex- 
cluded or  failed  to  participate  in  the  reorganization  in  January,  1870,  and  twenty-one 
minority  candidates  were  improperly  admitted  to  seats  in  the  general  assembly,  as  re- 
organized, in  their  places.  The  general  assembly  as  organized  in  July,  1868,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  election  of  Hill  and  Miller,  contained  in  each  house  a  constitutional 
quorum  of  legal  members.  All  the  contestants  maintained  the  position  before  thecom- 
mitte  that  the  ineligibility  or  disqualification  of  individual  members  of  either  house,  not 
sufficiently  numerous  to  affect  its  constitutional  quorum,  was  an  immaterial  issue.  Your 
committee  have  not,  therefore,  deemed  it  necessary  to  discuss  that  question  further  than 
to  state  the  facts  in  regard  to  it.  Three  of  the  claimants — Joshua  Hill,  W.  P.  Farrow, 
and  R.  H.  Whiteley — have  had  their  political  disabilities  removed  by  act  of  Congress  of 
June  25  and  July  20,  1868.  H.  V.  M.  Miller  never  labored  under  any  of  the  political 
disabilities  imposed  by  the  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  but  it  is  admitted  that  he  acted  as  a  surgeon  in  the  rebel 
army  under  an  appointment  from  a  colonel  of  a  rebel  regiment,  and  hp.ving  thus  given 
aid  to  persons  in  hostility  to  the  United  States,  cannot  take  the  oath  requir^  by  the  act 
of  July  2,  1862. 

The  act  of  July  11,  1868,  prescribes  a  qualified  oath  to  be  taken  by  persons  elected  or 
appointed  to  office  firom  whom  political  disabilities  have  been  removed.  Your  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  Joshua  Hill  was  duly  elected  by  a  legislature  having  authority 
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to  elect  Senators,  and  ig  entitled  to  take  his  seat  on  taking  the  oaths  required  bj  the 
Constitation  and  laws.  Miller,  however,  is  not  relieved  from  taking  the  oath  prescrihed 
by  the  act  of  July  2,  1802,  and  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  is  not  entitled  to  take 
his  seat;  and  it  follows  from  the  conclusion  of  the  committee  as  to  the  proceedings  in 
the  election  of  Hill  and  Miller  that  neither  Farrow  nor  Whiteley  is  entitled  to  a  seat. 
The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
E< solved f  That  Joshua  Hill  has  been  duly  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  on  taking  the  oaths 
required  by  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

I  agree  that  Joshua  Hill  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat;  and  I  hold  that  H.  Y.  M.  Miller 
is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  on  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

A.  G.  THURMAN. 

Mr.  Stewart  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  the  views  of  the  mi- 
nority: 

Tiic  undcrMigned,  being  unable  to  agree  with  the  report  of  the  mfgority  of  the  com- 
mit te<^,  bi^g  leave  to  submit  the  lollowing: 

The  main  queslioii  at  issue  is,  which  election  shall  be  held  valid;  that  of  Hill, and 
Miller,  in  July,  18(>H,  or  that  of  Farrow  and  Whiteley,  in  January,  1870?  In  the  dcter- 
minat.on  of  this  question  much  depends  upon  the  point  of  time  when  Geoi^a  became 
entitled  to  representation  in  Congress. 

The  ground  assij^iied  for  the  exclusion  of  Senators  from  the  rebel  States  after  the  fall 
of  the  rel)ellion  was  that  those  States  were  not  entitled  to  representation. 

The  report  of  the  Keconstruction  Committee,  made  at  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty- 
niiith  CongreAs,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1866,  reviewed  the  condition  of  these  States,  and 
proeiainiecl  the  doctrine  that  further 'guarantees  were  necessary  for  protection,  peace,  and 
union,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  exercise  a  legislative  control  over  the 
wliolo  subject  until  these  objects  were  secured,  and  that  neither  Honse should  pass  npon 
the  election  and  qualifications  of  its  members  until  Congress  had  declared  the  State  en- 
titled to  representation. 

This  report  has  formed  the  basis  of  the  reconstrnction  policy  of  Congress,  both  in  sub- 
mitting constitutional  amendments  and  in  its  legislative  action. 

Wtt  have  been  able  to  find  no  case  in  the  history  of  the  Government  where  Senators 
have  been  admitted  from  a  State  not  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress  at  the  time 
of  their  election. 

There  are  many  coses  in  which  this  legislative  declaration  was  not  made  until  after 
the  election  of  Senatoi's.  This  has  occurred  in  the  admission  of  new  States  where  the 
organization  of  the  State  and  the  election  of  Senators  had  occurred  previous  to  the  ad- 
miHsion.  Hut  in  those  cases  the  act  of  admission  was  an  approval  of  the  organization 
that  had  preceded  it,  and  amounted  to  a  legislative  declaration  that  the  State  at  the 
time  of  the  election  of  Senators  was  entitled  to  representation.  In  each  of  these  cases  the 
loyal  status  of  the  State  was  unquestioned,  and  the  act  of  Congress  admitting  such  State 
was  construed  to  relate  back  to  the  election  of  Senators,  and  to  amount  to  a  legislative 
declaration  that  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  election  was  entitled  to  representation. 
This  principle  cannot  help  the  case  of  Hill  and  Miller,  for  at  the  time  the  declaration 
was  made  by  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  that  the  State  of  Georgia  was  entitled  to  represen- 
tation, the  status  of  things  had  been  changed  in  Georgia  by  the  reorganization  of  the 
legislature.     Tliis  declaration  related  to  the  then  existing  condition  of  the  State. 

Congress  biis  alreiuly  in  etfect  decided  that  the  necessary  legislative  declaration  that 
Georgia  was  entitled  to  representation  was  not  made  prior  to  the  election  of  Hill  and 
Miller.  The  act  of  December  22,  1869,  " to  promote  the  reconstruction  of  Georgia," 
can  be  justified  upon  no  other  theory  than  that  reconstruction  in  that  State  was  not 
then  au  accomplished  fact.  After  a  compliance  with  this  act,  and  not  before,  we  have 
the  declaration  in  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  that  *'it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  State 
of  Georgia  is  entitled  to  representation  in  the  Congress  of  theTJnited  States."  If  this 
act  relates  buck  to  the  date  of  the  election  of  Hill  and  Miller,  their  exclusion  from  seats 
in  this  body  from  July,  1868,  until  now  is  wholly  without  justification,  and  the  act  of 
December  22,  1869,  was  an  exercise  of  power  over  a  State  entitled  to  representation  for 
which  there  is  no  precedent;  and  which,  if  exercised  in  the  case  of  Massachusetts  or  Ohio, 
would,  to  say  the  least,  be  open  to  grave  constitutional  doubts.  It  directs  the  governor 
to  convene  the  persons  originally  elected  to  the  legislature,  and  requires  those  persons, 
as  a  qualification  for  scats  in  that  body,  to  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath  hitherto  un- 
known to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Georgia  or  of  the  United  States;  and  it  also  requind 
them  to  reorganize  the  legislature  by  electing  oilieers,  who  shall  also  be  required  to  take 
the  same  oath.  It  requires  the  legislature  to  ratifiy  the  fifteenth  ameudmeAt  before 
Senators  ;u)d  Kcpreseatativvs  shall  be  admitted  to  ^ats  in  Congress,  and  prescrihei 
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various  other  matters,  all  pertaining  to  the  reconstruction  of  a  rebel  State,  and  never 
applied  to  a  loyal  State  whose  practical  relations  to  the  Union  were  not  disturbed.  We 
venture  to  affirm  that  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  in  voting  for  that  act  did 
so  upon  the  theory  that  they  were  reconstructing  a  rebel  State,  and  not  upon  the  theory 
that  they  were  dealing  with  a  State  whose  practical  relations  with  the  United  States  had 
never  been  disturbed,  or  which,  hdving  been  disturbed,  were  theu  fully  restored.  It 
seems  clear  that  the  requirement  alone  that  the  legislature  should  ratify  the  fifteenth 
amendment  before  Senators  and  Representatives  should  be  admitted  from  Georgia  was 
in  itself  a  declaration  that  Georgia  was  not  on  the  22d  of  December,  ISCO,  entitled  to 
representation.  But  after  the  reorganization  of  the  legislature  undei:  this  act,  the  whole 
matter  was  again  submitted  to  Congress,  and  CIoDgress  accepted  the  State  as  then  organ- 
ized. The  act  of  July  15,  1870,  was  a  legislative  declaration  that  the  State  was  then 
entitled  to  representation  under  the  organization  of  the  legislature  as  theu  existing,  and 
related  back  to  the  commencement  of  the  then  existing  stiite  of  things,  namely,  the  re- 
organization of  the  legislature  in  January,  1870.  This  was  a  declaration  that  Georgia 
was  entitled  to  representation  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Farrow  and  Whiteley. 

The  language  of  the  act  of  July,  1870,  is  **that  the  State  of  Georgia,  having  complied 
with  the  reconstruction  acts,  and  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  articles  of  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  having  been  ratified  in  good  faith  by  a  legal 
legislature  of  said  State,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  State  of  Georgia  is  entitled  to  rep-' 
resentation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. " 

How  can  it  be  claimed  that  this  language  refers  to  the  organization  in  18G8,  in  view 
of  the  facts  in  this  case?  Had  the  State  of  Georgia  complied  with  the  reconstruction  acts 
at  that  date  ? 

If  this  be  so,  Congress  stultified  itself  in  passing  the  act  of  the  22d  of  December,  IBGQ, 
to  promote  the  reconstruction  of  Georgia,  eighteen  months  after  she  had  fully  complied 
with  the  reconstruction  acts  under  which  the  other  States  were  adinittcd. 

It  seems  clear  that  this  language  embraced  all  the  reconstruction  laws  with  which 
Georgia  was  required  to  comply,  including  the  act  of  December,  1869.  It  is  evident 
that  Congress  intended  to  declare,  and  did  declare,  that  after  the  compliance  with  the 
last-named  act,  and  not  before,  Georgia  was  entitled  to  reprevSentation. 

It  is  too  late  to  question  the  propriety  of  these  acts  by  either  House  acting  separately 
upon  the  credentials  of  its  members,  for  it  is*too  well  established  that  Congress  niust(ie- 
termine  when  a  State  is  entitled  to  representation.  After  that  determination  has  been 
made,  neither  House,  acting  alone,  canquesti<m  its  validity,  but  each  House  is  confinod, 
in  passing  upon  the  credentials  of  its  members,  to  matters  of  election  and  qualilicatiou. 

We  have  shown  that  Hill  and  Miller  were  not  electe<l  from  a  State  which,  at  the  time, 
was  entitled  to  representation  by  any  act  of  Congress,  from  which  it  follows  that  they  are 
not  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Senate. 

We  have  also  shown  that  Farrow  and  Whiteley  were  elected  by  a  legislature  of  a  State 
which  Congress  recognized  as  duly  organized  by  declaring  the  State  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation. 

The  election  of  these  gentlemen  seems  to  have  been  regular  and  a  substintial  compli- 
ance with  law,  and  we  therefore  conclude  that  they  are  entitled  to  their  seats. 

We  might  stop  here,  resting  the  whole  case  on  these  acts  of  Congress,  but  it  seems 
proper  to  embody  in  these  views  a  more  full  history  of  the  transaction. 

The  credentials  of  Mr.  Hill  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  at  the 
third  session  of  the  Fortieth  Congress,  and  that  committee,  after  a  careful  examination 
of  the  whole  case,  submitted  a  report,  which,  for  convenience  of  reference,  is  hereto 
appended. 

The  committee  which  made  this  n'|>ort  was  composed  of  Messrs.  Trumbull,  Stewart, 
Freliiighaysen,  Edmunds,  Conkling,  Jii(  e,  and  Hendricks.  The  report  was  made  by  Mr. 
Stewart,  and  concurred  in  by  Messrs.  iCdmunds  and  Kice.  Mr.  Conkling  concurred  in 
the  conclusion,  and  agreed  that  the  report  be  made.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  signed  the  re- 
port with  a  further  qualification,  using  the  word  "now,"  which,  it  must  be  admitted, 
makes  it  difficult  to  determine  what  he  really  meant. 

Four  of  the  committee,  however,  constituting  a  majority,  concurred  in  the  conclusion 
of  the  report. 

We  call  especial  attention  to  that  conclusion,  which  is  in  the  following  significant  lan- 
guage: 

"Wherefore  your  committee  feel  called  upon  to  recommend  that  Mr.  Hill  be  not 
allowed  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate  for  the  reason  that  Georgia  is  not  entitled  to  repre-  • 
sentation  in  Congress." 

The  four  Senators  who  arrived  at  this  conclusion  are  still  members  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  constitute  a  majority  of  that  committee. 

If  Georgia  was  not  entitled  to  representation,  by  what  authority  did  she  elect  Sena- 
tors?   The  right  of  representation  cannot  exjist  in  a  State  without  the  right  to  elect  per- 
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iODt  to  represent  such  State.    The  converse  of  this  proposition  seems  eqnallj  tm^  that 
where  the  right  of  representation  does  not  exist  there  can  be  no  right  of  election. 

A  point  is  made  on  the  following  language  in  the  report  of  the  committee  made  bj 
Mr.  JSdmnnds  at  the  last  session: 

'*  It  has  been  seen  that  the  legislature,  as  originally  elected  and  organized  in  1868,  was 
not  a  '  provisional '  legislature  within  the  purview  of  the  acts  of  reoonstmction,  but  that 
it  was  a  State  legislature  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  elected  and  assembled,  but  not 
having  absolute  legislative  power  until  the  admission  of  the  State  to  representation." 

We  are  unable  to  see  clearly  the  distinction  between  a  provisional  l^islature  and  a 
State  legislature  not  having  absolute  legislative  power.  This  seems  to  be  a  controversy 
about  terms,  not  substance.  The  fact  that  Congress  contiuued  its  legislative  control  is 
conclusive  as  to  the  status  of  the  State,  and  the  fact  that  Congress  recognized  and  con- 
firmed certain  acts  done  by  the  legislature  of  Georgia  is  answered  by  the  further  fact  that 
Congress  also  refused  to  sanction  many  other  important  acts  of  that  same  legislature.  It 
reAised  to  sanction  the  receiving  and  retaining  of  a  large  number  of  disqualified  persons 
under  the  proposed  fourteenth  amendment.  It  refused  to  sanction  the  act  of  that  legis- 
lature in  expelling  the  colored  members.  It  even  refused  to  sanction  the  authority  of 
the  legislature,  as  then  organized,  to  elect  its  own  officers,  and  required  an  organization 
to  be  commenced  de  novo. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  it  is  maintained  that  this  State,  which  was  not  entitled  to 
representation,  whose  legislature  had  no  power  to  elect  a  clerk  or  sergeant-at-arms,  was 
clothed  with  all  necessary  power  to  elect  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Our  opinion  is  that  there  was  no  legal  organization  of  the  legislature,  by  reason  of  a 
refusal  to  comply  with  the  act  of  June,  1868,  which  says:  *  *  *  But  no  person 
prohibited  Irom  holding  office  under  the  United  States,  or  any  State,  by  section  3  of  the 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  known  as  article  14,  shall 
DO  deemed  eligible  to  any  office  in  either  of  said  States,  unless  relieved  from  disability, 
as  provided  in  said  amendment." 

But  it  is  said  that  whether  the  legislature  did  lulmit  and  retain  disqualified  persons  is 
a  disputed  question.  We  never  saw  any  reason  for  disputing  that  fact,  nor  the  fact  that 
it  was  done  knowingly  and  willfully. 

It  seems,  however,  that  if  any  doubt  ever  existed  on  that  question,  that  the  fact  that 
on  the  reorganization  a  large  number  were  efther  excluded  or  tailed  to  qualify  has  settled 
all  reanonable  doubts.  Who  can  doubt  that  of  the  large  number  who  £aiiled  to  qualify 
under  the  reorganization  there  were  many  ineligible  persons? 

But  we  will  not  differ  about  terms  in  this  controversy.  It  may  be  called  a  State  leg- 
ialatnre  without  absolute  power  of  legislation,  a  provisional  legislature,  or  an  illegally 
organized  legislature. 

We  have  shown  that  it  did  not  have  all  the  power  of  the  legislature  of  a  State  whose 
practical  relations  with  the  Union  were  intact,  but  on  the  contrary  that  Congress  con- 
tinned  to  legislate  to  promote  the  reconstruction  of  Georgia  long  afler  the  election  of  Hill 
and  Miller,  with  the  declared  purpose  of  restoring  the  practical  relations  of  that  State  to 
the  Union.  It  is  true  that  this  legislature  was  not  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  original  reconstruction  acts,  and  probably  was  not  one  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ments referred  to  in  those  acts.  Nevertheless,  Congress  continued  its  legislative  authority 
over  the  State,  and  practically  treated  the  government  therein  as  provisional.  The  &ct 
that  it  was  organized  under  the  new  constitution  of  Georgia  did  not  of  itself  deprive  it 
of  its  provisional  character.  It  did  not  cease  to  be  provisional  until  Congress  declared 
the  State  entitled  to  representation.  All  the  provisional  governments  in  the  South  were 
organized  under  State  constitutions,  but  Congress  refused  to  regard  them  as  legal  State 
governments,  and  subjected  them  to  the  pammount  authority  of  the  United  States. 
When  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Hill  were  before  this  committee  on  a  former  occasion,  the 
position  taken  by  the  report  submitted  to  the  Senate  was  that  the  legislature  had  fiuled 
to  comply  wiih  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  its  organization,  and  that  the  existence 
of  any  legislature  authorized  to  act  as  such  was  the  issue  involved. 

They  say:  "For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  however,  your  committee  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  number  of  disqualified  persons  admitted.  But  the  fiict  that 
any  were  knowingly  admitted  was  not  only  a  violation  of  the  fourteenth  amendment^ 
and  a  foilnre  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Congress,  but  manifests  a  disposition  to 
disobey  and  defy  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  If  one  could  be  admitted  why  not 
all  ?  And  will  it  be  contended  that  if  the  entire  body  had  been  composed  of  men  who 
had  usurped  the  functions  of  the  legislature  against  the  express  provisions  of  the  reoon- 
atrucUon  acts,  they  could  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  those  acts  so  as  to  create 
any  obligation  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  receive  their  Senators  and  Representatives? 

'*  It  is  quite  probable  that  Mr.  Hill  received  votes  of  persons  who  were  not  qualified 
to  hold  sei^ts  fq  the  le^slt^ture  niore  than  sufficient  to  constitute  his  m^orit^  an4  secmrp 
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liis  electioil,  bat  your  committee  do  not  propose  to  investigate  that  question.  The  elec- 
tion and  qualification  of  members  of  the  legislature  where  the  existence  of  any  legislature 
authorized  to  act  as  such  is  not  involved  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the  Senate  in  deter- 
mining the  right  of  a  Seuator  to  his  seat.  Your  committee  hold  that  the  question  in- 
volved in  thus  case  is  not  whether  persons  not  entitled  to  seats  in  the  legislature  were 
received  by  that  body  and  allowed  to  vote  upon  the  election  of  a  Senator,  but  whether 
the  body  assuming  to  be  the  legislature  violated  the  conditions  upon  which  it  was 
allowed  to  organize  by  permitting  disloyal  persons  to  participate  in  its  proceedings.  It 
may  be  contended  that  although  the  matters  hereinbefore  set  forth  constitute  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  comply  in  every  respect  with  the  reconstruction 
acts,  yet  Congress  ought  to  waive  these  slight  departures  and  admit  their  representatives. 
But  an  examination  into  tlio  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  and 
the  disorganized  condition  of  society  in  that  State,  leads  your  committee  to  the  conclusion 
that  all  these  violations  of  Jaw  were  in  pursuance  of  a  common  purpose  to  evade  the  law 
and  resist  the  authority  of  the  United  States." 

It  is  now  contended  that  the  Senate  should  waive  the  rebellious  acts  of  this  pretended 
legislature  and  accept  the  Senators  it  elected  while  it  was  knowingly  and  willfully  defy- 
ing the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and  this,  too,  after  Congress  in  its  legislative 
capacity  has,  iu  effect,  declared  this  organization  illegal  by  ordering  a  reorganization  to 
be  made.  So  radical  had  been  the  legislation  of  Congress  in  respect  to  Georgia  that  it 
was  deemed  necessary  in  the  act  admitting  the  State,  passed  on  the  16th  of  July  last,  to 
expressly  ratify  certain  things  that  had  been  done  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  Congress 
intended  to  annul  all  the  acts  of  this  pretended  State  government.  The  language  of  that 
law  is  as  follows: 

"But  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  people  of  Greorgia 
of  the  right  to  an  election  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  said  State,  as  provided 
for  in  the  constitution  thereof;  and  nothing  iu  this  or  any  other  act  of  Congress  shall  be 
construed  to  affect  the  term  to  which  any  officer  has  been  appointed  or  any  member  of 
the  general  assembly  elected  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Georgia." 

Why  si\y  that  this  act  should  not  deprive  the  people  of  Georgia  of  an  election  under 
their  constitution  at  the  time  fixed  therein,  if  the  act  itself  was  an  approval ofwhat  they 
had  done  and  related  back  to  the  organization  of  the  State  ?  Why  say  that  nothing  in 
this  or  any  other  act  of  Conj^ress  shall  affect  the  term  to  which  any  officer  has  been  ap- 
pointed, or  any  member  of  the  general  assembly  elected,  if  the  act  itself  was  to  be  con- 
strued to  relate  back  to  the  first  organization  and  amount  to  a  legislative  declaration 
that  Congress  approved  of  that  organization  ?  The  tact  is,  that  these  acts  of  Congress 
had  treated  the  State  as  not  yet  fully  reconstructed,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  to  ex- 
pressly approve  certain  important  matters,  to  the  end  that  it  might  not  be  claimed  that 
they  were  disapproved. 

If  Congress  had  intended  to  approve  of  the  election  of  Senators,  it  seems  natural  that 
such  intention  should  have  appeared  in  the  list  of  those  things  which  were  not  to  be 
affected  or  disturbed. 

It  is  suggested  that  there  is  some  doubt  about  the  regularity  of  the  election  of  Mr. 
Farrow^  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  quorum  present  in  the  house  of  representatives 
at  the  time  of  his  election.  The  records  show  that  the  house,  when  reorganized  and  dis- 
loyal members  excluded,  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  members,  and  Mr.  Far- 
row alleges  that  one  member,  Robert  Lumpkin,  who  had  been  sworn  in,  died  before  the 
Senatorial  election,  leaving  the  number  one  hundred  and  fifty-three.  A  quorum  of  this 
number  would  be  seventy-seven.  The  number  of  persons  present  and  voting  was  eighty- 
two,  of  which  Mr.  Farrow  received  eighty.  But  it  is  said  that  minority  men  were  im- 
properly admitted.  We  might  answer  this  by  saying  they  were  admitted  by  the  legisla- 
ture, and  that  the  Senate  will  not  ordinarily  review  the  action  of  that  body  in  deciding 
upon  the  qualification  of  its  own  members. 

But  if  the  Senate  would  enter  upon  such  an  investigation  under  any  circumstances 
(which  on  mature  reflection  we  now  think  may  be  open  to  some  doubt)  it  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  do  so  in  this  case.  The  question  of  the  proper  organization  of  the  legis- 
lature in  January,  1870,  was,  at  the  last  session,  under  investigation  in  both  Houses,  on 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  15,  1870.  The  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the 
2d  of  March  last,  printed  a.s  a  part  of  the  majority  report,  recommends  that  no  further 
legislation  be  had  to  perfect  the  organization  of  the  legislature  of  €|eoTgia  as  it  then  ex- 
isted, and  Congress,  acting  on  that  report,  decided  it  to  be  a  legal  legislature. 

But  admitting  that  the  minority  men  were  improperly  received,  tiie  result  would  be 
the  same. 

The  number  of  members  declared  elected  in  Greneral  Meade^s  order,  who  were  allowed 
to  qualify  and  retain  their  seats,  leaving*out  of  the  calculation  those  who  are  known  as 

minority  men,"  was  one  hundred  and  forty-one. 

Deducting  Mr.  Lumpkin,  who  is  alleged  to  have  died  before  the  Senatorial  «tootlon, 
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and  we  have  one  hundred  and  forty.  Necew^ary  to  a  quorum,  seventy-one.  Knmhef 
of  pergons  present  and  voting  on  the  election  of  Mr.  Farrow,  seventy-one.  Of  this  num- 
ber Mr.  Farrow  received  sixty-nine.  Thus  it  appears  in  either  case  a  quonun  was  pres- 
ent, and  Mr.  Farrow  had  a  majority  of  that  quorum. 

All  oilier  matters  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Messrs.  Farrow  and  Whiteley,  we  be- 
lieve, are  admitted  to  have  been  regular. 

We  therefore  recommend  lor  adoption  a  resolution  declaring  Henry  P.  Farrow  and 
L'ieliard  11.  Whiteley  elected,  and  entitled  to  seats  in  the  Senate  on  taking  the  oaths 
retiuired  by  law. 

WM.  M.  STEWAKT. 
B.  F.  RICE. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  proposed: 

E(  solved ^  That  Henry  P.  Farrow  and  Richard  H.  Whiteley  are  entitled  to  take  their 
scats  in  the  Senate,  upon  tiiking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law. 

Monday,  January  30,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  post- 
poned, and  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reporteil  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  that  Joshua  Hill  has  been  duly  elected  a 
iSefuitor  by  the  legislature  of  the  Stiite  of  Georgia,  and  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  on 
tiiiving  the  oatlis  recjuired  l)y  the  Constitution  and  laws,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative; and  tlje  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution. 

Alter  debate, 

On  motion  l)y  Mr.  Stewart  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
*' resolved, 'Mind  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words, 

*"l'hat  Henry  .1*.  I'arrow  and  Richard  H.  Whiteley  are  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in 
the  Senate,  upon  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,'^ 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  36. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tois  ])iesent, 

Those  wIjo  voted  in  the  alTirmative  are  Messrs.  Abbott,  Ames,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Gillxrt.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  McDonald,  Nye,  Osbom,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Pratt,  Kamsey, 
h'ici'.  Stearn-i,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  and  Wilson. 

Tliose  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Blair,  Buckingham,  Carpenter, 
C'a^serly,  Cliandler,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Davis,  Edmunds,  Fenton,  Flanagan,  Fow- 
ler, Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Howard,  Howe,  Johnston,  Kellogg,  Mc- 
Cnery,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Patterson,  Koss,  Schurz,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stockton,  Thur- 
man,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Viekers,  Warner,  SViiley,  and  Williams. 

So  tlie  amendnunt  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  .out  the  name'*  Joshua 
Hill"  and  inserting  the  name  '*Henry  P.  Farrow," 

After  debate, 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Chandler  (at  5  o'clock  and  5  minutes  p.  m.),  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  816  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  3d  sess.  41st 
Cong.,  and  on  pages  817-830  in  part  2  of  the  same.  J 

Tuesday,  January  31, 1871. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  .ludiciary,  declaring  Joshua  Hill  duly  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the 
legislature  of  tlie  State  of  Georgia  and  entitled  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate  upon  taking 
the  oaths  recjuired  by  the  Constitution  and  laws;  and 

Pending  debate  thereon,  the  following  message  was  received,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  x^ages  848-851  ^of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  3d  sess. 
4l8tCoug.] 

Wednesday,  February  1,  1871. 

^Ir.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
^^ Resolved,  That  H.  V.  M.  ^Miller  has  been  duly  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature 
of  Georgia,  for  the  term  ending  March 4,  1871.^^ 

^Ir.  Stewart  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
**  Jieaolvcdy  That  Kichard  H.  Whiteley  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Senate  upon 
taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law.'* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  declaring  Joshua  Hill  to  be  duly  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
and  entitled  to  take  his  seat  upon  taking  the  oaths  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws;  and  the  queMion  beini^  upm  tluj  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Stewart,  to  strike 
outthcname  "Joshua  Hill*'  and  insert  the  name  "Henry  P.  Farrow," 
After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  19,  nays  37. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Abbott,  Amea,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Chandler,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Nye,  Osbom,  Pomeroy,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Robert- 
son, Spencer,  Stearns,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blair,  Backingham, 
Carpenter,  Casserly,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Edmunds,  Fenton,  Flanagan,  Fowler, 
Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Johnston,  Kellogg,  McCreery, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Patterson,  Ross,  Saulsbury,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Stockton,  Thnrman,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Vickers,  Warner,  Willey,  and  Williams. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stewart  was  not  agreed  to;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  it  was 

Mesolvedy  That  Joshua  Hill  has  been  duly  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  by 
thfe  legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  on  taking  the  oaths 
required  by  the  Constitution  and  laws. 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Hill  apppeared,  and  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered  to  him 
by  the  Vice-President,  hetook  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  871-874  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  3d  sess. 
41st  Cong.] 

Friday,  February  24,  1871. 

The  Vice-President  stated  that  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  just 
received,  announced  that  he  had  approved  and  signed  the  "Joint  resolution  *  prescrib- 
ing the  oath  to  be  taken  by  H.  V.  M.  Miller,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  (xeorgia, ' ' 
and  requested  Mr.  Miller,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  whoso  credentials 
were  presented  on  the  11th  day  of  January,  1869,  to  come  forward  and  take  the  oath  of 
office.  • 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Miller  appeared,  and  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  were  administered  to  him  by 
the  Vice-President,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

COMPENSATION   OF  SENATORS   AND   CONTESTANTS. 

Saturday,  February  2of  1871. 

Mr.  Trumbull  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading: 

**ifewfrcrf.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directeil  to  pay  to  the  Senators  from 
the  State  of  Georgia  the  compensation  allowed  by  law,  from  the  29th  day  of  July,  18(;h; 
and  to  H.  P.  Farrow  and  Richard  H.  Whiteley,-  contestants  from  the  State  of  Ge<?rgiji. 
compensation  from  the  16th  day  of  February,  1870,  the  date  of  their  election  by  tin- 
reorganized  legislature  of  Georgia,  to  30th  day  of  January,  1871,  when  the  Senate 
decided  they  were  not  entitled  to  seats." 

Monday,  February  27,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  on  the  25th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

*  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating  to  this  joint  reeolution  are  omitted 
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[Forty-flrst  Congreaa — Second  seesion.] 

H.  R.  REVELS, 
Senator  from  Mississippi  from  February  25, 1870,  till  March  3,  1871. 

February  23, 1870,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Revels  were  presented.  A  resolution  ^ras  submitted  that 
they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  instructions  to  in<|uire  whether  he  had 
been  nine  years  a  citiisen  of  the  United  States,  and  whether  the  person  certifying  to  bis  election  was 
the  governor  of  the  State.  Mr.  Revels's  credentials  were  si^ied  by  Adelbert  Anaes,  brevet  mi^r- 
ffeneral  United  States  Army,  provisional  governor  of  Mississippi.  The  act  of  Jaly  25, 1866.  provided 
"'  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  of  the  State  from  which  any  Senator  shall  have  been 
chosen  as  aforesaid  to  certify  his  election*'  Sic.  It  was  contended  that  this  was  not  such  a  certificate 
aH  was  required  by  that  act.  It  was  also  contended  that  Mr.  Revels,  being  partly  of  African  blood, 
had  not  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  that  he  was  not  a  citizen  at  birth,  following 
the  decision  of  the  Dred  Soott  case  ;  that  he  became  a  citizen  only  on  the  ratification  of  the  four- 
teenth amendment  in  1868.  After  debate,  the  motion  to  refer  the  credentials  was  determined  in  the 
negative,  and  Mr.  Revels  took  the  oath  of  ofllce  February  25.  Extracts  from  remarks  given  below 
will  show  the  grounds  upon  which  certain  Senators  proceeded. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  41st  Ck>ng.,  with  extracts  ttom  remarks  of  Messrs.  Vickers  and 
Scott. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day,  which  are  found  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2, 
2d  sess.  41st  Cong.,  are  inserted  below. 

Wednesday,  February  23,  1870. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  credentials  of  H.  "R.  Revels,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  onexpired  portion  of  the  term  ending  March  4, 
1871;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  a  certified  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  also  a  certified  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate  and  honse  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  relative  to  the  election  of 
H.  R.  Revels  as  a  Senator  in  Congress;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanlsbnry  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  credentials;  and 

Afler  debate,  the  Vice-President  submitted  the  question  to  the  Senate:  Shall  the 
credentials  be  received  ?    It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Stockton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

^^Rewlvedi  That  the  credentials  of  Hiram  R.  Revels,  who  is  now  claiming  a  seat  in 
this  body  as  a  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  inquire  and  report  whether  he  has  been 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  the  period  of  nine  years,  and  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
said  State  at  the  time  of  his  alleged  election  in  the  sense  intended  by  the  third  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  whether  Adelbert  Ames, 
brevet  major-general  and  provisional  governor  of  Mississippi,  as  appears  by  the  creden- 
tials, was  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  at  the  time,  and  whether  he  was  an 
inhabitant  of  the  said  State. ' ' 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Stockton, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thayer  (at  5  o'clock),  the  Senate  a4Joumed.  ' 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1503-1514  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Thursday,  February  24,  1870. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  to  refer  the  credentials  of  H.  R 
Revels,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  anexpired 
portion  of  the  term  ending  March  4,  1871,  with  certain  instructions;  and 

After  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1542-1544  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  Mr.  Saulsbury^s  speech  is  found  on  pages  125-130  of  the  Congressional 
Globe,  part  7,  Appendix,  2d  sess.  41st  Cong.] 

Friday,  February  25,  1870. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.-  Stockton  to  refer  the  cre- 
dentials of  H.  R.  Revels,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  for 
the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  ending  March  4,  1871,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, with  instructions  to  inquire  and  report  whether  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  for  the  period  of  nine  years,  and  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  State  at  the  time 
of  his  alleged  election  in  the  sense  intended  by  the  third  section  of  the  fiist  article  of 
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the  Constitation  of  the  United  Statee;  and  whether  Adelhert  Ames,  brevet  major-gen- 
eral and  provisional  governor  of  Missijsippi,  as  appears  by  the  credentials,  was  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Mississippi  at  the  time,  and  whether  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
said  State;  and 

After  debate,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— ^yeas  8,  nays  48. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pomeroy,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Casserly,  Davis,  Hamilton, 
McCreery,  Sanlsbury,  Stockton,  and  Vickers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Abbott,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Buckingham,  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Cole,  Coinkling,  Corbett,  Drake,  Fenton, 
Ferry,  Fowler,  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Howell,  Kellogg,  Lewis,  Mo- 
Donald,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye,  Osborn,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Pratt, 
Ramsey,  Kice,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Schurz,  Scott,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Stewart, 
Sumner,  Thayer,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Willey,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

So  the  motion  wus  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  that  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  be  now  administered  to 
Mr.  Revels,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  48,  nays  8. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pomeroy,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Abbott,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Euckiufrham,- Cameron,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Drake,  Fenton, 
Ferry,  Fowler,  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Harris,  Howe,  Howell,  Kellogg,  Lewis,  Mc- 
Donald, Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye,  Osborn,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Pratt, 
Ramsey,  Rice,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sawyer,  Schurz,  Scott,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Stewart, 
Sumner,  Thayer,  Tipton,  Trumball,  Willey,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Casserly,  Davis,  Hamilton, 
McCreery,  Sanlsbury,  Stockton,  and  Vickers. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  oaths  prescribed  by  law  were  administered  to  Mr.  Revels  by  the  Vice-President, 
and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1557-1568  of  the  Cong^ressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
h^d-note.  ] 

[Extract  ftrom  remarks  of  Mr.  Vickers,  of  Maryland,  in  support  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Sto.kton.  Delivered  in  the  Senate  February  25, 1870,  and  found  on  pages  1557, 1558,  and  1560  of  the 
Coi..  .ressional  Olobe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

"  The  subject  before  the  Senate  is  one  which  relates  to  the  eligibility  of  an  individual 
elected  to  this  body.  That  question  involves  the  three  qualifications  which  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country  requires  of  persons  before  they  can  take  a  seat  in  this  Assembly: 
the  first,  that  they  shall  have  been  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  nine  years;  secondly, 
that  they  shall  be  inhabitants  of  the  State  from  which  they  are  elect^;  and  thirdly, 
that  they  shall  be  of  the  age  of  thirty  years. 

'*  Now,  the  question  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  includes  all  three 
inquiries,  whether  this  party  is  thirty  years  of  age,  is  a  legal  inhabitant  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  nine  consecutive  years.  'I 
do  not  propose  to  dwell  upon  any  of  these  propositions  except  theone  of  citizenship;  and 
the  question  for  the  Senate  to  consider  is  whether  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  LFnited 
States  for  nine  years.  That  is  the  point  which  I  wish  to  present  to  and  impress  upon 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate. 

**  I  E^all  rely  mainly  on  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
the  case  of  Scott  rs.  Sandford,  which  has  been  referred  to,  and  upon  the  opinion  deliv- 
ered by  Chief- Justice  Taney  on  behalf  of  a  large  majority  of  that  court. 

'*  I  know  that  decision  has  been  denounced  not  only  in  the  Senate  but  in  the  country, 
but  it  stands  unrepealed,  and  is  the  adjudicated  law  of  the  land.  Chief- JustiiM)  Taney 
was  in  social  life  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of  men.  His  private  character  was  pure  and 
unsullied.  He  was  honest,  just,  and  faithful.  He  performed  all  the  duties  of  private, 
social,  and  public  life  with  that  ^delity  and  correctness  which  we  should  expect  from  a 
man  so  virtuous  and  exalted.     There  has  never  been  a  blemish  upon 'his  private  or  his 

Eublic  life.  I  believe,  although  I  am  not  fully  qualified  to  say,  that  he  was  not  a  slave- 
older.  I  think  he  was  not,  and  I  am  sure  that  I  am  justisfied  in  saying  that  after  he 
was  placed  upon  the  bench  he  separated  himself  from  the  politics  of  the  country  and 
never  exercised  the  right  of  suffrage.  His  ambition  was  to  make  an  upright,  able,  and 
impartial  judge,  and  he  entered  and  lefl  public  office  with  as  clean  han&  as  any  man 
that  ever  lived  in  this  country.  He  entered  it  poor  and  he  left  it  in  the  same  condition, 
and  bequeathed  as  a  heritage  to  his  family  a  high,  pure,  and  exalted  reputation. 

'*  So  much  for  the  character  of  the  j udge.  Now,  what  was  that  opinion  ?  It  was  upon 
a  0866  which  involved  the  citizenship  of  a  suitor  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The 
Oeodit|tation  gave  jurisdiction  to  those  courta  between  parties  who  are  citizens  of  differ- 
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€iit  States.  The  very  qaestion  presented  to  the  ooiusideration  of  the  court  was  whether 
the  parties  plaintiff,  Dred  Soott  and  others,  were  citizens  of  the  United  States  within 
the  constitutional  intendment.  To  show  that  the  court  desired  nothing  hut  impartial 
justice,  the  case  was  ably  argued  twice  at  different  terms,  in  order  that  the  most  thorough 
examination,  discussion,  and  deliberation  might  be  had  on  a  matter  of  such  magnitude. 
And  what,  under  the  circumstances,  was  the  duty  of  the  court?  It  was  to  decide 
whether  the  parties  plain  titt>  were  citizens  according  to  the  Ck>nstitution.  That  .was  in- 
cumbent upon  them,  and  there  was  no  alternative.  This  necessarily  brought  up  to  the 
attention  and  consideration  of  the  court  the  condition  of  the  parties.  They  were  of  Afri- 
can descent,  and  the  question  naturally  arose,  and  it  was  so  argued,  are  they  citizens  of 
the  United  States  and  qualified  to  sue  in  its  courts?  A  large  majority  of  the  court  de- 
cided that  they  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

**  I  did  not  suppose  that  any  one  would  have  found  fault  with  the  court  for  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty.  They  were  bound  to  decide  according  to  their  convictions;  but  the 
complaint  was,  as  was  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware  yesterday,  that  they  departed 
from  this  question  and  went  into  an  argument  npon  the  condition  of  this  class  of  people 
and  the  right  of  masters  to  take  them  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.  We  all 
know  that  there  was  great  excitement  in  the  country  at  that  period  in  reference  to  the 
constitutional  right  of  a  master  to  take  his  slaves  north  of  the  Missouri  line  of  36®  3(K. 
Some  of  these  parties  had  been  taken  by  their  owners  north  of  the  Missouri  line  into 
what  was  called  free  territory,  and  this  fact  necessarily  brought  to  the  consideration  and 
examination  of  the  conrt  the  question  whether  the  owner  of  a  slave  had  a  right  to  take 
him  into  a  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

''That  decision,  I  know,  has  been  animadverted  upon  here  as  it  has  been  elsewhere. 
But  have  not  other  decisions  been  condemned?  Was  not  that  upon  the  fugitive  slave 
law  severely  criticised  in  the  country,  and  probably  in  Congress,  too,  by  the  Freesoilers? 
The  senior  Senator  from  Maiifsachusetts  [Mr.  Sumner]  said  in  reference  to  it  that  he  did 
not  feel  bound  to  sustain  that  law  after  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided  in  favor  of  its 
constitutionality;  and  yet  that  decision  was  made  by  a  unanimous  court.  There  was 
perfect  unanimity  upon  the  question  of  its  constitutionality. 

**  But  I  have  waited  with  anxiety  to  hear  a  refutation  of  any  single  position  which  the 
Supreme  Court  took  in  the  decision  of  the  Dred*  Scott  case.  I  know  it  is  easy  to  censure 
a  decision  and  get  up  a  political  clamor  against  it,  but  I  want  to  knowif  any  single  posi- 
tion of  iact  or  of  law  which  that  court  announced  has  ever  been  successfully  controverted. 
I  have  not  heard  it  attempted  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  I  have  not  heard  a 
single  argument  against  the  correctness  of  the  legal  positions  or  to  any  statement  of  fact 
asserted  by  the  court. 

'*  And  now,  when  a  case  has  been  so  solemnly  adjudicated  by  a  court  forming  one  of 
the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  determine  grave 
constitutional  questions,  I  ask  if  any  reason  can  be  assigned  against  the  decision  of  that 
case  or  any  of  the  principles  involved  in  it?  Denunciation  should  be  disregarded  by  an 
intelligent  people  while  the  principles  of  the  opinion  stand  unassailed  and  irrefragable. 

**  What  were  some  of  the  propositions  of  law  decided  by  that  tribunal? 

**  1.  That  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted  persons  of  African  descent  were  not  re- 
garded in  any  of  the  States  as  members  of  the  community  which  constituted  the  States, 
and  were  not  numbered  among  its  people  or  citizens;  consequently,  the  special  rights 
and  immunities  guaranteed  to  citizens  did  not  apply  to  them. 

"2.  That  no  State  could  by  any  subsequent  law  make  a  foreigner  or  any  other  descrip- 
tion of  persons  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

'  *  3.  That  a  State  might  by  its  laws  put  a  foreigner,  or  any  other  description  of  persons, 
upon  a  footing  with  its  own  citizens;  but  that  would  not  make  him  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  nor  entitle  him  to  sue  in  its  courts,  nor  to  any  of  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  a  citizen  in  another  State. 

'*  The  disqualification  of  the  African  race  was  as  radical,  fundamental,  and  perfect  as 
language  could  make  it.  This  is  by  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the  Government,  existing 
by  the  same  Constitution  as  Congress;  in  its  origin,  design,  and  objects  as  thoroughly 
constitutional;  in  its  powers  and  jurisdiction  superior,  because  State  and  national  legis- 
lation is  measured  and  limited  by  the  Constitution  according  to  its  judgment.  Its  decis- 
ions and  decrees  are  as  binding  as  the  Constitution  itself.^' 

♦  «♦♦♦*» 

**  I  suppose  there  is  not  a  Senator  on  this  floor  who  voted  either  for  the  civil  rights 
bill  or  for  the  submission  of  the  constitutional  amendment  to  the  States  but  what  be- 
lieved it  was  absolutely  necessary  and  indispensable  to  make  these  people  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  without  the  passage  of  that  bill  in  the  opinion  of  some,  and  without  the 
pa.ssage  and  adoption  of  the  constitutional  amendment  in  the  opinion  of  others,  they 
would  not  have  been  citizens  of  the  United  States.  After  the  civil  rights  bill  was 
passed  and  when  it  passed  there  were  serious  objections  to  it.  It  was  doubtful  in  the 
minds  of  Hiany  whether  grants  by  legislative  enactment  coulc  make  a  citizen  of  tli« 
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tJnited  States;  whether  it  did  not.  require  a  constitntional  amendment  to  make  thera 
sach;  and  the  better  opinion  was  that  it  did  require -it,  because  by  the  Constitution  they 
were  not  made  citizens.  You  proceeded  on  the  very  ground  that  it  was  absolutely  requi- 
site that  the  amendment  should  be  made  which  made  the  party  now  claiming  his  seat 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  the  thne  of  its  approval  only;  from  that  time  he 
became  a  citizen;  and  as  nine  years  have  not  elapsed,  how  can  we,  upon  our  oaths  and 
in  view  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  practice  of  the  Government,  the 
decisions  of  all  the  State  courts,  the  opinions  of  the  Attorneys- General,  say  that  in  our 
opinion  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  before  the  passage  of  the  civil  rights  bill 
or  of  the  fourteenth  constitutional  amendment? 

**  This  is  not  a  political  but  a  judicial  question,  and  ought  to  be  decided  by  us  as 
judees  and  not  as  politicians.     In  the  Dred  Scott  case  the  Supreme  Court  said — 

**  *That,  looking  to  the  contemporaneous  history  and  to  the  contemporaneous  legisla- 
tion of  the  several  States  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  the  use  of  the  word 
"  citizen,"  as  employed  in  that  Constitution,  was  to  exclude  the  African  and  every  race 
but  the  white. ' 

**  The  court  looked  into  the  construction  of  this  provision.  They  took  a  deliberate 
view  of  the  contemporaneous  history  of  the  States  and  the  condition  of  the  country  at 
the  time.  -  This  was  proper  and  necessary  to  a  full  understandmg  of  the  subject.  In  a 
debate  which  took  place  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  7th  of  February,  1866, 
the  senior  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Sumner]  assumed  the  ground  that  no  State 
had  a  republican  government  that  tolerated  slavery;  and  it  was  in  reference  to  that  that 
the  late  Mr.  Fessenden,  who  was  so  distinguished  in  this  body,  as  he  was  in  every  pub- 
lic station  which  he  occupied,  said  in  reply  : 

*'  ^  I  ask  the  question  that  he  may  answer  it,  because  after  all  he  will  admit,  as  a 
lawyer,  as  we  all  must,  that  in  construing  a  constitution,  and  construing  a  statute,  and 
construing  any  provision,  we  look  at  contemporaneous  history  in  the  first  place,  and  we 
look  more  particularly,  when  endeavoring  to  find  out  what  the  sense  of  an  instrument  is, 
at  all  its  clauses  in  order  to  get  the  meaning  of  all,  for  one  explains  the  other.  It  would 
seem  to  me  that  the  Senator  went  a  little  too  far  with  his  argument  as  to  the  guarantee 
clause.' 

**The  opinion  of  Mr.  Fessenden  was  that  in  construing  the  Constitution  we  must 
look  at  the  contemporaneous  history  of  the  country.  The  Senator  from  Oregon  [Mr. 
Williams]  said  yesterday  that  the  decision  in  the  Dred  Scott  case  applied  only  to  per- 
sons of  A  frican  descent  whose  ancestors  had  been  sold  into  slavery.  Now,  I  ask  how 
came  that  race  among  us?  Is  it  not  a  historical  fact  that  they  were  brought  here  and 
sold;  that  they  were  made  articl'es  of  traffic;  that  they  did  not  come  here  of  their  own 
accord;  and  that  from  those  people  have  descended  the  whole  of  that  cl^s  of  population 
among  us?  They  were  denied  naturalization.  In  the  States  where  slavery  existed 
the  courts  held  that  color,  whether  of  the  dark,  mulatto,  or  mixed,  was  presumptive 
evidence  of  slavery,  and  the  onus  of  proving  emancipation  or  freedom  rested  upon  the 
person.  The  courts  of  tbe  United  States  always  follow  the  decisions  of  State  courts 
in  matters  local  or  afiecting  the  relations  or  peculiar  interests  existing  in  them.  If 
this  subject  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  proving  the 
race  to  which  the  claimant  belongs,  if  appearances  should  not  satisfy  the  most  fastidious. 
The  colonists  coming  from  the  bosom  of  Europe  necessarily  brought  with  them,  to  some 
extent,  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the  nations  toward  this  class  of  persons.  The 
court,  in  reviewing  the  facts  and  the  history  of  the  condition  of  this  people  in  the  case 
alluded  to,  said,  that  they  did  not  migrate  to  America;  and — 

**  *  It  is  difficult  at  this  day  to  realize  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  relation  to  that 
unfortunate  race  which  prevailed  in  the  civilized  and  enlightened  portions  of  the  world 
at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  when  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  framed  and  adopted.  But  the  public  history  of  every  European 
nation  displays  it  in  a  manner  too  plain  to  be  mistaken. 

**  *They  had  for  more  than  a  century  before  been  regarded  as  beings  of  an  inferior 
order,  and  altogether  unfit  to  associate  with  the  white  race,  either  in  social  or  political 
relations;  and  so  far  inferior  that  they  had  no  rights  which  the  white  man  was  bound  to 
respect;  and  that  the  negro  might  justly  and  lawfully  be  reduced  to  slavery  for  his  ben- 
efit. He  was  bought  and  sold,  and  treated  as  an  ordinary  article  of  merchandise  and 
tnuffic  whenever  a  profit  could  be  made  by  it.  This  opinion  was  at  that  time  fixed  and 
nniveisal  in  the  civilized  portion  of  the  white  race.'  '* 

[Extract  from  remarks  of  Mr.  Scott,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.Btockton.  Delivered  in  the  Senate  February  25,  1870,  and  found  on  page  1565  of  the  Congres- 
sional Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

**  The  proposal  is  to  refer  his  credentials  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  making  inquiry  as  to  whether  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  nine 
years.  It  is  admitted  that  fa  ms  a  citizen  now,  and  therefore  he  is  admissible  as  a  Sena- 
tor unless  there  be  some  disqualification.     What  is  that  disqualificatiou?    It  is  alleged 


316  SENATK    KLECTIOX    CASES. 

that  he  is  a  man  of  color,  and  that  therefore  he  was  not  a  citizen  prior  to  the  enactment 
of  the  civil  rights  bill.  Now,  sir,  no  one  stands  here  to  question  that  his  citizenship 
was  an  open  question  before  the  adoption  of  the  civil  ri^^  bilL  The  history  of  the 
litigation  that  had  occurred  in  various  States,  and  that  finally  got  into  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  is  Plough  to  show  that  a  question  was 
made  as  to  whether  a  colored  man  was  or  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  The 
decisions  in  Kentuckv,  the  decisions  in  Connecticut,  the  decisiima  in  mv  own  Stats,  the 
discussion  which  took  place  upon  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  the  Dred 
Scott  case,  the  universal  discussion  of  this  question  at  one  period  in  our  history — these 
are  enough  to  show  that  the  public  mind  was  not  settled  upon  the  questicm.  Bat  if  it 
was  not  settled  then,  could  it  be  more  effectively  settled  than  it  has  been,  first  by  the 
passage  of  the  civil  rights  bill,  and  then,  if  that  was  not  sufiicent  as  a  mere  act  of  Con- 
gress to  determine  the  status  of  citizenship  in  the  taoe  of  a  decision  of  the  Snprone 
Court,  surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  the  fourterath  constitutional  amendment, 
declaring  that  all  persons  bom  within  the  United  States  are  citizoia,  is  not  sufficient  to 
settle  it. 

''The  civil  rights  bill,  if  its  text  be  turned  to,  and  the  fourteenth  amendment,  if  its 
text  be  turned  to,  will  be  found  to  be  l)oth  declaratory.  Tliey  do  not  enact  that  *  from 
henceforth  all  persons  bom  within  the  United  States  shall  be  citizens,'  but  the  present 
tense  is  used  in  both:  '  all  persons '  '  are  citizens  of  the  United  States. '  If  that  he  suffi- 
cient to  settle  the  question,  if  that  be  enough  as  a  declaratory  law  to  declare  that  all 
persons  bom  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
where  does  this  man  stand  who  now  presents  himself  as  Senator-elect  finom  MissisBippi  ? 

' '  It  is  urged  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  that  he  became  a  citizen  only  by  virtue 
of  one  or  the  other  of  these  enactments:  ))nt  if  they  turn  to  the  history  of  that  clMiae  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  on  which  they  rely  they  will  find  that  it  was  in- 
serted both  in  reference  to  Senators  and  to  Representatives  in  the  other  House  of  Congress^ 
and  also  in  reference  to  the  President,  beeauseof  the  apprehension  that  was  felt  of  foreign 
influences  in  our  Government.  In  the  discussion  which  occurred  in  the  c<mvention — I 
have  it  here,  but  ^11  not  take  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  read  it — on  fixing  the  qualifica- 
tions of  Senators  it  was  especially  dwelt  upon  that  the  Senate  being  the  body  which  was 
to  pass  upon  treaties  with  foreign  governments,  it  was  particularly  necessary  that  the 
period  of  citizenship  should  be  extended  and  made  longer  tor  a  Senator  than  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  discussion  of  Mr.  Madiaon  in  the  Federalist 
of  this  clause  shows  that  the  purpose,  the  reason,  the  intention  of  this  clause  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  that  persons  who  had  been  bom  abroad  should  not 
be  permitted  to  become  Senators  until  after  they  had  been  citizens  a  certain  length  of 
time.  That  Ls  the  reason,  that  is  the  spirit  of  the  law;  and  it  is  a  m^yiwi  whicdi  I  need 
not  quote,  that  the  reason  ceasing  the  law  ceases  with  it. 

''  Here,  then^  is  a  man  bom  in  the  United  States,  not  an  alien,  not  a  foreigner,  who 
conies  here  elected  by  a  State  legislature.  No  question  Ls  raised  as  to  his  qualification 
as  to  age;  no  question  is  raised  as  to  his  qualification  in  any  other  respect  than  aa  to 
whether  he  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  for  nine  years.  Now,  even  if  the 
doctrine  contended  for  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  true,  that  he  was  not  a 
citizen  until  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  civil  rights  bill  or  until  the  adoption  of  the 
fourteenth  constitutional  amendment,  still  he  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  recjuires  a  man  to  he  a  citizen  for  nine  years.  The  meaning. 
the  spirit  of  that  was,  that  no  man  should  oo^npy  thi»  place  who  had  been  natnxaliaed 
af<  a  tV>reigner  until  nine  years  had  elapsed  alter  his  naturalization.*' 
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[Forty -first  Congress-  -Secoud  session.] 

ADELBERT  AMES, 
Senator  front  Mississippi  front  April  1,  1870,  till  he  resigned  in  1874, 

January  18, 1870,  Mr.  Ames  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  term  beginninfl:  March  4, 1869. 
February  25, 1870,  the  credentialti  were  presented  and  rererrcd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
March  18,  the  committee  reported  the  foIlowinK  facts :  Mr.  Ames  was  born  in  Maine,  in  LH35,  where  he 
resided  with  hin  parents  until  1856.  when  he  entered  West  Point.  ( \»ntinuing:  in  the  military  service, 
he  was  ordered  to  Mi»"»iHdipi>i  in  IHM.  June  13,  of  that  year  he  became  provisional  governor  by  aiv 
pointment  of  Genernl  McDowell,  thon  district  commander,  and  in  March.  18tj9,  he  bcc.iwie  himself 
district  commander  byas.s{fnitnent  of  the  President.  These  two  positionH  Mr.  Auie.s  wivs  holding  nt 
the  time  of  the  election.  Mr.  Ames  testiiled  that  shortly  before  the  election,  beinfc  then  in  Missis- 
sippi, he  deteruiined  to  be  a  candidate  and  decided  to  rcmuin  and  reside  in  Mississippi,  and  pul>- 
licly  declared  that  intention.  AAer  his  election  he  resigned  hi.s  commisHion.  This,  he  states,  was 
after  the  passage  (February  17, 1870^,  but  before  the  approval  (Fc!>ruary  23, 1K7«»  of  the  bill  declaring 
Mississippi  entitled  to  repre>*entalion  in  Congress.  Mr.  Ames's  parents  had  eontiniied  to  live  in 
M^ne  until  1862,  and  some  of  his  papers  and  effects  remaine<l  at  his  father's  house.  In  1862  his 
parents  removed  to  Minnesota,  currj-ing  with  them  the  effects  of  their  son  in  their  possession.  In 
Hulisequent  years  Mr.  Ames  occasionally  visited  Maine,  but  owned  no  land  there  and  (x.x;upied  no 
habitation  there  of  his  own.  The  committee  reported  that  Mr.  Ames  was  not,  when  elected,  an  in- 
habitant of  ttiat  State  for  which  lie  was  chosen,  within  the  meaning  of  the  third  clause  of  the  third 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution.  They  reported  the  resolution  "  that  Adelbert  Ames  is 
not  eligible  to  the  seat  in  the  Henate  of  the  United  States  to  which  he  had  lieen  appointed.**  After 
long  debate  the  Senate  resolved,  April  1, 1870,  that  he  was  eligible  to  the  seat,  and  he  took  the  oath 
of  office. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  trans<.>ript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  4l8t  Cong.,  and  the  re|>ort  of  the  committee  from  Senate  Kci>orts, 
2d  aeaa.  41st  Cong.,  No.  75. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day,  which  are  found  in  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  8, 
3d  sess.  41st  Cong.,  are  inserted  below. 

Friday,  Februarti  25,  1870, 

Mr.  Robertson  presented  the  credentials  of  Adelbert  Ames,  elected  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1869;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Jodidary. 

Friday,  March  18,  1870. 

Mr.  Conkling,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre- 
dentials of  Adelbert  Ames,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
for  the  nnezpired  term  ending  the  4th  day  of  March,  1875,  submitted  a  report  (No.  75) 
thereon,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution.     [Resolution  found  at  end  of  report.] 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messts  Trumbull  (chairman),  Stewart,  Edmunds,  Conk- 
ling,  Rice,  Carpenter,  and  Thurman.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
March  18,  1870. —Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Conkling,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  Adelbert 
Ames,  claiming  to  be  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  report  the  following 
&ct8  and  conclusions: 

Mr.  Ames  was  born  in  Maine  in  1835,  and  resided  with  his  parents  in  that  State  unlil 
1856,  when  he  entered  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  From  1856  he  remained 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  until  he  resigned  his  commission,  which  he 
states  was  after  the  passage,  but  before  the  approval  by  the  President,  of  the  bill  finally 
declaring  Mississippi  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress. 

Until  1862  his  parents  continued  to  reside  in  Maine,  and  such  articles  and  papers  of 
his  as  would  naturally  be  kept  at  his  home  remained  at  his  father's  house.  In  1862  his 
parents  removed  to  Minnesota,  carrying  with  them  the  effects  of  their  son  in  their  pos- 
session, and  in  subsequent  years  he  occasionally  revisited  Maine,  but  ownetl  no  land  ^nd 
oocapie4  xm>  babitatiop  there  of  bi^  own. 
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In  1868  he  was  ordered  to  Mississippi;  on  the  15th  of  Jnne  in  that  year  he  became 
provisional  goyernor  by  appointment  of  General  McDowell,  then  district  commander, 
and  in  March,  IdOO,  he  becarao  himself  district  commander  by  assignment  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  These  relations  continued  modihed,  if  modilied  at  all,  only 
as  will  presently  appear. 

The  election  seems  to  have  been  regular,  and  waiving  any  criticism  of  the  form  of  the 
oertitlcate,  no  question  has  been  made  touching  the  right  of  Mr.  Ames  to  take  his  seat, 
except  in  regard  to  the  legal  character  of  his  residence  in  Mississippi. 

Thtf  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  under  which  the  question  arises 
is  this: 

''No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
and  l>een  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be 
on  inhabitant  of  that  State  for  which  he  shall  Ix;  chosen.'' 

It  will  be  seen  that  to  be  eligible  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  a  person,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  qualifications,  must  l)e  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  for  which  he  ia  chosen, 
and  he  must  be  such  an  inhabitant  "trArn  elected.  ^^ 

The  election  in  this  instance  occurred  on  the  I8th  day  of  January,  1870. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Ames  was  a  military  officer,  stationcnl  in  Mississippi  by  order  of 
superior  miliUiry  authority,  and  acting  as  provisional  governor  by  appointment  from 
General  McDowell,  as  already  btatcd.  His  pre.^ienco  in  these  two  characters  comprises 
everything  bearing  upon  the  question  of  his  n^sidcnce  in  Mississippi  down  to  the  time 
when  he  bcc^ime  a  c;indidate  for  the  Senate.  The  precise  date  cannot  be  fixed,  bat  not 
long  l>cfore  the  election  General  Ames  dctcrmine<l  to  allow  his  name  to  be  submitted  to 
the  legislature  ils  one  of  tho-u;  from  which  the  choice  of  Senators  might  be  made. 

Having  reached  this  determinati<m,  and  in  connection  with  it,  General  Amesdcclared, 
as  far  as  he  did  declare  it,  his  intention  in  reganl  to  his  future  residence.  His  langtiage 
an  delivered  to  the  committee  touching  his  declarations  and  acts  is  as  follows: 

**  Upon  the  success  of  the  Republican  ticket  in  Mississippi  I  was  repeatedly'  approached 
t*)  become  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate.  For  a  long  time  I  declined — I 
wrote  letters  declining.  A  number  of  persons  in  Mississippi  visited  this  city  to  find 
arguments  by  which  I  might  be  infiuenced  to  l>ecome  a  candidate.  I  hesitated  because 
it  would  necessitate  the  abandonment  of  my  whole  military  life.  Finally,  for  personal 
and  public  reasons,  I  decided  to  become  a  candidate  and  leave  the  Army.  My  intentions 
were  publicly  declared  and  sincere.  (The  intentions  thus  declared  were  not  only  to 
become  a  candidate  f(»r  the  Senate,  but  to  remain  and  reside  in  MlHsissippi.)  I  even 
roatlc  arrangenient.H.  almo.Ht  final  and  permanent,  with  a  person  to  manage  property  I 
intended  to  buy.  This  was  belbre  1  leli  Mis^is^^ippi.  My  resignation  was  accepted  by 
the  President  before  he  signed  the  bill  to  admit  the  State." 

The  conclusion  ol  the  committee  upon  these  facts  is  that  General  Ames  was  not,  when 
elected,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  for  which  he  was  chosen,  and  that  he  is  not  entitled 
to  take  his  seat. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  rcsolntion: 

lUmfvedf  That  Adelbert  Ames  is  not  eligible  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  which  he  has  been  appointed. 

Monday,  ifareA21,  1870. 

[A  motion  was  mode  by  Mr.  Morton  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  n-ported  by  the  committee.  Alter  debate,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 
The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2087,  2088  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.     This  motion  does  not  appear  in  the  Senate  Journal.] 

TUEHDAY.  Jfareh  22,  1870. 

The  S<'nate  proceeded  to  comtider  the  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Conkling  ftom  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  credentials  of  Adelbert  Ames,  claiming  to  be  a 
Henator-elect  from  the  State  of  Mis-sissippi,  viz: 

'' Rei^olvfd,  That  Adelbert  Ames  is  not  eligible  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  which  he  has  l>een  appointed." 

After  dclmte. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Humlin,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2122,  2123,  2123-2135  of  the  Congiessiooal  Globe  re- 
ferred to  in  the  head-note.] 

Wedkesday,  Jforeft  23,  1870. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c.,  and 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  (at  five  minutes  before  5  o'clock  p.  m.)  that  the  Senate 
adjourn,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  28,  nays  25, 

[The  debate  is  found  on  |Miges  2150-2169  of  the  Congresnonal  Globe  refecxed  to  in  the 
hmd«-note.] 
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Monday,  March  28,  1870. 
The  Senate  reeomed,  &o. 
[No  debate  took  place.] 

Tuesday,  March  29,  1870. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &o. 
[No  debate  took  place.] 

Wednesday,  March  30,  1870. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[No  debate  took  place.] 

Thursday,  March  31,  1870. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

Pending  debate  thereon, 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  presented  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  to  facilitate  the  admission  of  Adelbert  Ames  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

After  further  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamlin  (at  5  o'clock  p.  m.),  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2303-2316  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note. 

Feiday,  April  1,  1870. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  credentials  of  Adelbert  Ames,  claiming  to  be  a 
Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  viz: 

**  Resolved^  That  Adelbert  Ames  is  not  eligible  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
.States  to  which  he  has  been  api>ointed." 

Ailer  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sumner  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  ''not,'' 

After  further  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Sumner,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  40,  nays  12. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pomeroy,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Abbott,  Brownlow,  Cameron,  Cattell, 
-Chandler,  Cole,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Drake,  Fenton,  Flanagan,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Hamlin,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  Howell,  McDonald,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Ver- 
mont, Nye,  Osborn,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Ramsey,  Revels,  Rice,  Ross,  Scott,  Sher- 
man, Spencer,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Thayer,  Tipton,  Warner,  Williams,  and  Wilson. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Carpenter,  Casserly,  Conkling, 
Davis,  Edmonds,  McCreery,  Norton,  Pratt,  Schurz,  Trumbull,  and  Vickers. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  it  was 

£e8olvedy  That  Adelbert  Ames  is  eligible  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  which  he  has  been  appointed. 

And  thereupon  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  were  administered  to  Mr.  Ames  by  the 
Vice-President,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Drake  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  pay  the  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Mississippi  the  compensation  allowed  by  law,  from  the  23d  day  of  February, 
1870,  and  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  Texas  from  the  30th  day  of  March,  1870,  the 
dates  of  the  acts  declaring  said  States,  respectively,  entitled  to  representation  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.^' 

Afler  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  the  Senate  a^oumed.     ^ 

[The  debate  ia  found  on  pages  2335-2349  of  llie  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  tho 
head-note.J 
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[Fortj-firat  Congress — Second  session.] 

OSSIAN  B.  HART  vs.  ABIJAH  GILBERT, 

of  Florida. 

Anril  1, 1870,  the  petition  of  Mr.  Hart,  cUimiiifr  to  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  Ihe  Senate  for  the  lerm 
besinning  March  4,  lWt9,and  held  by  Abijah  Gilbert,  wan  presented  and  referred  to  the  Coiuinittee 
on  the  Judiciary.  Tlie  faotii  in  reipard  to  llie  elections  were  as  follows:  Florida  had  been  without 
reprenentation  in  Oonin^ss  from  1^1  to  1868.  After  the  imismii^  of  the  rei-onstruction aeis,  hut  before 
the  pasaaffe  of  the  act  declnring  Florida  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress,  the  legiahitiaw  of 
Florida,  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  itsuncHuiuition,  priKMrcdcd,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  C6ii« 
jcreiw  of  July^S,  1M6, "  rcKulalinK  tbc  tiuieit  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  in  Con- 

f:retM,"  to  the  election  of  two  Scnatomtofill  vnraiicies  in  the  terms  endins  March  3. 186tf.  and  Mardii. 
H73.  At  the  end  of  three  da yn  tlieite  two  elect  ions  had  been  made.  Ontnefouith  day  the  legiahUure 
proc<'eded  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  for  the  term  beginning  March  4, 18GQ, and  Mr.  Gilbert  was 
elected.  In  January,  1K70,  the  name  legislature  held  a  new  election  and  elcc(e<l  the  petitioner  for  the 
term  to  which  it  had  previoiuily  ele<-ted  Mr.  Gilbert.  The  petitioner  claimed  that  the  eloetion  of  Mr. 
Gilliert  was  void  l><>cause  he  had  been  elected  before  the  passage  of  the  act  declaring  Florida  entiUed 
to  ri'preeentation,  and  because  he  had  not  been  elected  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  July  2S.  1808,  In- 
asmuch as  the  legiHlature  had  fsiled  to  take  action  on  the  "second  Tueitday  after  its orKanlsation " 
in  regard  to  the  third  Henator  who  was  to  be  elected,  but  only  in  regard  to  the  two  Senators  who 
were  to  f\ll  the  existing  vacancies,  and  had  taken  no  action  in  regard  to  the  election  of  the  third 
Senator  until  the  third  day  after  the  "second  Tuesday.*'  April  isi,  1870,  the  committee  reported  In 
regard  to  the  first  objection  that  the  subseiiuent  recognition  oi  the  State  government  made  valid,  hjT 
relation,  its  acts  from  the  time  of  its  organisation;  and  in  regard  to  the  second  objection, that  Uiio 
object  of  the  act  of  Congress  was  to  fix  a  time  when  proceedings  for  the  election  of  Senators  ■bonld 
be  commenced  and  continued  till  the  elections  were  effected,  and  that  this  legislature  hod  acted  In 
conformity  therewith.  Ttiev  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that  Ab(Jah  Gllhert  was 
duly  electe<l  and  entitled  to  hold  the  seat,  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division  April  M,  1870.  Mr. 
Hart  was  allowed  mileage  and  compensation. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  givenconsistaof  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sennte  relntinc 
to  It  from  Senate  Journal,  '24  seaa.  -list  Cong.,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  flrom  Sena^  Reports, 
ad  sess.  41st  Cong.,  No.  101. 

Special  references  to  the  debates,  which  are  found  in  parts  8  and  4  of  the  Congrsasional  Globs^Sd 
seas.  41st  Cong.,  are  Inserted  below. 

Fbtdav,  AptH  1,  1870. 

Mr.  Chborn  presented  the  petition*  of  OsbImi  B.  Hartf  of  Florida,  claiming  to  be  en- 
titled to  a  neat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  duly  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  and  asking  that  his  claim  to  said  seat  may  be  investigatal  by  the  Senate;  whidi 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndidary  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[Remarks  accompanying  the  presentation  of  the  petition  are  found  on  pages  3330, 
2331  of  part  3  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Wednesday,  AprU  13, 1870. 

Mr.  Trumbnll,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti* 
tion  of  Omiun  B.  Hart,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  now  held  by  the 
lion,  .\hijah  (filbert,  as  a  Sctiator  in  Congress  (Yom  the  State  of  Florida,  submitted  a 
report  (No.  101),  acvonipuuied  by  the  following  resolution.  [Resolution  firand  at  end  of 
report.] 

REPORT  or  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Meairs.  Trumbull  (chainnao),  Stewart,  Edmandai  Oook- 
ling,  Rice,  Carpenter,  and  Thurman.] 

In  the  Senate  or  tbe  United  Stateb. 
April  13;,  1870.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Trumbnll,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  submitted  the  followhig  npoii: 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  OasianB.  Harti 

of  Florida,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  term  whidi 

commenced  March  4,  1869,  report  as  follows: 
In  consequence  of  the  rebellion  the  State  of  Florida  was  without  lepreeentation  in  tka 

•  found  In  SanaU  Mtecolhuieona,  fd  MSt.  41sl  Oong ..  No.  lOt 
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Date  of  the  United  States  from  1861  till  1868.  In  pursuance  of  a  constitution  fhtmed 
id  adopted  under  what  are  known  as  the  reconstruction  acts,  a  legislature  convened 
Florida,  Monday,  June  8,  1868,  the  members  of  the  assembly  and  half  of  the  senate 
.ving  been  elected  for  two  years,  and  the  other  half  of  the  senate  for  four  years. 
This  legislature,  on  the  16th  day  of  June,  1868,  being  the  second  Tuesday  after  its 
eeting  and  organization,  proceeded  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  25, 
66j  "regulating  the  times  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  in  Congress,'* 
take  action  for  the  election  of  two  United  States  Senators  to  fill  the  then  existing 
cancies  for  the  terms  expiring  on  the  lid  of  March,  1869,  and  the  3d  of  March,  1873. 
1  Wednesday,  the  day  following  that  on  which  each  house  had  separately  but  without 
Hilt  voted  lor  Senators  to  fill  the  two  existing  vacancies,  the  members  of  the  two 
•uses  convened  in  joint  assembly,  elected  a  Senator  to  fill  the  vacancy  expiring  March 
1869,  and  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  when  they  again  assembled  and  elected  a  Sen- 
OT  for  the  term  expiring  March  3,  1873,  and  adjourned  without  date. 
The  next  day  (Friday)  the  members  of  the  two  houses,  each  house  having  previously 
ncurred  in  a  resolution  to  that  effect,  assembled  again  in  joint  convention  for  the  elec- 
►n  of  a  Senator  to  succeed  the  one  whose  term  would  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1869, 
len  Abijah  Gilbert,  the  present  sitting  member,  was  elected. 

The  petitioner  was  chosen  by  the  same  legislature  in  January,  1870,  to  represent  the 
Lite  in  the  Senate  lor  the  term  commencing  March  4,  1869,  and  now  claims  the  seat 
eupied  by  Mr.  Gilbert. 

The  elections  of  1868  all  took  place  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  June  25,  1868, 
lich  declared  Florida  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress.  I] 

Two  objections  are  taken  to  the  election  of  the  sitting  member:  "■ 

1.  That  lie  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  of  a  State  not  at  the  time  recognized  as  en- 
led  to  representation  in  Congress. 

2.  That  he  wius  not  elected  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  July  25,  1866. 

The  first  objection  is  answered  by  the  fact  that  the  subsequent  recognition  of  the 
ite  as  entitled  to  representation  under  the  Constitution,  in  pursuance  of  which  the 
^Lslature  was  elected  and  organized,  related  back  to  and  made  valid  its  acts  from  the 
Qe  of  its  organization.  Senators  and  Representatives  from  several  of  the  reconstructed 
ites  have  l)een  chosen  before  the  States  were  declared  entitled  to  representation,  and 
one  has  ever  questioned  their  right  to  seats  when  Congress  subsequently  recognized  ^  ■■ 

B  government  under  which  they  were  chosen  as  entitled  to  representation. 
Ihe  only  ground  for  the  other  objection  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  legislature  failed 
take  action  on  the  "second  Tuesday  after  its  organization"  in  regard  to  the  third 
Qator  who  was  to  be  elected,  but  it  took  action  on  the  subject  of  electing  Senators,  and 
tually  voted,  though  unsuccessfully,  on  that  day  for  persons  to  fill  the  two  existing 
L*ancies. 

rhe  object  of  the  act  of  Congress  was  to  insure  the  election  of  Senators  by  the  proper 
^islature,  and  to  fix  a  time  when  proceedings  for  that  purpose  shonld  be  commenced 
d  continued  till  the  elections  were  eflfected. 

rhc  legislature  by  which  the  sitting  member  was  elected  was  the  one  chosen  next 
needing  the  term  which  would  commence  on  the  4th  of  March,  1869,  and  was,  thore- 
e,  the  proper  legislature  to  elect.  '  *  The  second  Tuesday  after  the  meeting  and  organ- 
tion  of  the  legislature  "  was  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  for  initiating 
t  election  of  Senators,  and  that  was  the  time  when  the  legislature  proceeded  to  that 
siness.  There  being  three  Senators  to  elect,  it  took  action  on  that  day  only  in  refer- 
ee to  two  of  them.  Did  its  failure  to  take  action  on  that  day,  and  the  two  subsequent 
^s  (which  were  occupied  in  electing  the  first  two  Senators),  in  reference  to  the  third 
lator,  render  his  election,  in  all  other  respects  regular,  invalid?  The  committee 
nk  not. 

rhc  language  of  the  law  is:  ''In  case  no  person  shall  receive  such  minority  on  the 
it  day,  the  joint  assembly  shall  meet  at  12  o'clock,  meridian,  of  each  succeeding  day 
ring  the  session  of  the  legislatui:e,  and  take  at  least  one  vote  till  a  Senator  shall  be 
(ted."     No  formal  adjournment  from  day  to  day  by  vote  of  the  joint  assembly  waa 
•essary,  but  it  was  the  duty  of  the  members  of  each  house  to  meet  in  joint  assembly 
uoon  of  each  day  and  vote  at  least  once  till  all  the  Senators  whom  the  legislature  had 
i  right  to  elect  were  chosen.     This  is  exactly  what  the  legislatnre  did. 
n  no  view  which  the  committee  can  take  would  the  petitioner  be  entitled  to  a  seat 
the  Senate,  for  if  the  election  of  the  sitting  Senator  was  irregular,  that  of  the  peti- 
Der,  by  the  same  legislature  at  a  subsequent  session,  was  equi^lj  so. 
rhe  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 
Rtsolvrd,  That  Abijah  Gilbert  was  duly  elected  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Florida  for 
)  term  commencing  March  4,  1869,  and  is  entitled  to  hold  his  seat  ae  such. 

S  E  C 21 
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Friday,  April  15,  1670. 

Mr.  Trumbull  presented  the  memorial*  of  Oesian  B.  Hart,  praying  that  he  may  be 
allowed  to  be  beard  in  argument  before  the  Senate  in  support  of  his  claim  to  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  as  a  Sefaator  duly  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

Orderedy  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2706,  2706  of  part  3  of  the  Congressional  Globe  rafamd 
to  in  the  head-note.] 

Thubsday,  April  28,  1870. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  declaring  that  Abijah  Gilbert  was  doly  elected  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  term  commencing  March  4,  I860,  and  is  entitled 
to  hold  his  seat  as  such;  and  the  resolutiim  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3053,  3054  of  part  4  of  the  Congrpwrianal  Globe  relimed 
to  in  the  head-note.  ] 

Monday,  Ma$  2,  1870. 

Mr.  Howe  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read  the  first  and  seoond 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate: 

^^Reaolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  eonti^nnt 
fund  of  the  Senate  to  O.  B.  Hart,  claimant  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  ofFlor- 
ida,  the  usual  mileage  of  a  Senator  and  the  monthly  pay  from  the  date  of  presenting  his 
credentials  until  the  passage  of  the  resolution  declaring  him  not  entitled  to  a  seat*' 

Tuesday,  Ma}f  10, 1870. 

Mr.  Ferry,  from  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the 
Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  May  2, 1870,  to  pay  O.  B.  Hart  the  usual 
mileage  of  a  Senator  for  one  session  and  pay  from  the  date  of  presenting  his  credentimhi 
until  the  passage  of  the  resolution  declaring  him  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Wednbbiv^y,  Mat  11,  187a 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  toiMij 
O.  H.  Hart  the  usual  mileage  of  a  Senator  fn  one  session  and  the  monthly  pay  of  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  date  of  presenting  his  credentials  until  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  bj 
the  Senate  declaring  him  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Florida;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  totht 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

Beaohxdy  That  it  pass. 


•  FooDd  on  pas*  1705  of  part  8  of  the  OongVMiloiMil  Qlobe  ntand  lo  la  the 
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[Forty-second  Congress — First  session.] 

JOSEPH  J.  REYNOLDS  vs.  MORGAN  C.  HAMILTON, 

of  Texas. 

July  13, 1870,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  elected  for  the  term  beginning  March  4, 1871,  were 
presented.  March  3, 1871,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  elected  for  the  same  term,  were  presented. 
March  4,  both  credentials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  The  facts 
in  regard  to  the  elections  were  as  follows :  Texas  had  been  without  representation  in  Congress  from 
1861  to  1870.  After  the  passatce  of  the  several  acts  for  the  reconstruction  of  Texas,  but  before  the  pas- 
sage of  ^.he  act  declaring  her  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress,  the  legislature  of  Texas,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1870,  proceeded,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  25, 1866, "  regulating  the  times 
and  manner  of  holdiivg  elections  for  Senators  in  Congress,'*  to  the  election  of  Senators  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  the  terms  ending  March  3, 1871,  and  March  3, 1875.  At  Uie  same  time  the  legislature  elected  Mr. 
Hamilton  for  the  term  beginning  March  4, 1871.  The  Senators  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  were  ad- 
mitted to  their  scats.  By  the  constitution  of  Texas  (here  was  another  session  of  the  same  legislature 
after  the  elections  referred  to,  and  before  March  4, 1871.  The  legislature  at  this  second  session  passed 
a  resolution  declaring  the  election  of  Mr.  Hamilton  illegal,  and  on  the  second  Tuesday  alter  its 
organization  elected  Mr.  Reynolds.  Mr.  Reynolds  claimed  the  seat  on  the  ground  that  the  election 
of  Mr.  Hamilton  was  void,  because  he  had  been  elected  before  the  passage  of  the  act  declaring 
Texas  entitled  to  representation,  and  because  there  was  another  session  of  the  legislature  after  the 
election  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  before  the  commencement  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected. 
March  18,  the  committee  reported  the  facts  as  above,  and  the  conclusions  that  the  case  was  precisely 
like  that  of  Hart  and  Gilbert  (see  page 320) ;  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Hamilton  had  been  in  accordance 
with  the  act  referred  to,  which  declares  ''that  the  legislature  of  each  State  which  shall  be  chosen 
next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  any  Senatorwas  elected  to  represent  saidState 
in  Congress  shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to 
elect  a  Senator,"  &c. ;  and  that  the  subsequent  recognition  of  the  State  government  of  Texas  had 
made  valid,  by  relation,  its  acts  from  the  time  of  its  orgranization,so  that  the  fact  that  the  State  was 
not  admitted  to  representation  when  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  was  immaterial.  They  recom- 
mended that  Mr.  Hamilton  l3e  admitted  to  his  seat.    He  was  admitted  without  debate. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  41st  Cong,  and  1st  sess.  42d  Cong. ;  and  the  report  of  the  committee  from 
Senate  Reports,  Ist  sess.  42.d  Cong.,  No.  2. 

There  were  no  debates. 

[Forty-first  Ck>ngress.] 

Wednesday,  July  13,  1870. 

Mr.  Nye  presented  the  credentials  of  Morgan  C.  Hamilton,  elected  a  Senator  in  Ck>n- 
gress  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1871. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

Orderedf  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

FittDAY,  March  3,  1871. 

Mr.  Morton  presented  the  credentials  of  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  elected  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1871. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.  ] 

Saturday,  March  4,  1871. 

Mr.  Flanagan  here  submitted  a  motion  that  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  Vice-President  to  Morgan  C.  Hamilton,  whose  credentials  as  Senator-elect 
from  the  State  of  Texas  were  presented  on  the  13th  of  July,  1870. 

Mr.  Morton  presented  a  certified  copy  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  approved  January  26, 1871,  providing  for  the  election  of  a  United  States 
Senator  from  that  State  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1871,  for  the  term  of  six  years  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871,  and  declaring  the  election  of  Morgan  C.  Ham- 
ilton, on  the  22d  of  February,  1870,  as  Senator  for  said  term,  illegal;  which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton, 

Orderedj  That  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  and  the  credei^<> 
tials  of  Mr.  Morgan  C.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds  lie  qu  the  table. 
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Monday,  March  13,  187L 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anthony, 

Ordered^  That  the  credentials  of  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  and  the  credentials  of  Moigui 
C.  Hamilton,  with  the  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Texas,  declaring  the  election  of 
said  Hamilton  on  the  22d  of  February,  1870,  as  Senator  from  that  State  for  six  years 
from  March  4,  1871,  illegal,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  PrivU^es  and  Elections. 

Wednesday,  March  16,  1871. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  credentials  of  J.  J.  Reynolds,  elected  a 
Senator  in  Congress  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  tcurm  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

[The  letter  accompanying  the  credentials  states  that  inadvertently  the  governor  bad 
not  signed  the  credentials  presented  March ^.] 

Satubday,  March  18,  1871. 

Mr.  Stewart,  froia  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  credentials  of  Morgan  C.  Hamilton,  the  credentials  of  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  declaring  the  election  of  Morgan  C. 
Hamilton  illegal,  submitted  a  report  (No.  2)  thereon,  accompanied  by  the  following  res- 
olution: 

*^  Resolved  J  That  Morgan  C.  Hamilton  was  duly  elected  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Texas  for  the  term  commencing  March  4,  1871,  and  is  entitled  to  take  his  seat  as  snch 
upon  taking  the  required  oaths.'' 

The  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent,  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution;  and  ib» 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTBB. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Stewart,  Morton,  Rice,  Hamlin,  Hill,  and  Thnr- 
man.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Mabch  18,  1871.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Morgan  C.  Hamilton,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Texas,  submit  the  fol> 
lowing  report: 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  the  legislature  convened  on  the  8th  and  completed  its  organization  on  the 
10th  of  February,  1870.  On  the  22d  of  February,  1870,  second  Tuesday  after  its  organ- 
ization, the  legislature  elected  the  Hon.  Morgan  C.  Hamilton  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March,  1871. 

The  same  legislature  on  the  same  day  elected  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Flanagan  a  Senator  of 
the*  United  States  for  the  term  ending  March  3,  1875,  and  the  Hon.  Morgan  C.  Hamilton 
for  the  term  ending  March  3, 1871.  These  last  two  elections  were  to  fill  vacancies  then 
existing,  and  both  of  these  Senators  were  admitted  to  their  seats. 

By  the  constitution  of  Texas  there  was  another  session  of  the  same  legislature  held  in 
Texas,  after  the  election  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  before  the  expiration  of  his  term.  This 
session  commenced  on  the  10th  of  January,  1871,  and  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  its 
organization  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  for  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1871,  the  same  term  for  which  Mr.  Hamilton  had  been  elected  at  the  pre- 
ceding session. 

General  J.  J.  Reynolds  is  represented  to  have  been  elected,  although  the  certificate 
referred  to  the  committee  is  not  signed  by  the  governor. 

The  reasons  assigned  for  the  election  of  General  Reynolds  are  that  the  legislature 
had  no  authority  to  elect  Mr.  Hamilton  at  the  time  of  his  election,  first,  because  the 
State  had  not  at  that  time  been  recognized  as  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress;  and, 
secondly,  because  there  was  another  session  of  the  legislature  after  the  election  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  and  before  the  commencement  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected. 

The  case  of  Hon.  Abijah  Gilbert,  Senator  from  Florida,  is  precisely  in  point  upon 
both  of  these  questions. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  July  25,  1866,  declares  *'  that  the  legislature  of  each  State 
which  shall  be  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  any  Senator 
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was  elected  to  represent  said  State  in  Congress  shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the 
meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to  elect  a  Senator  in  Congress  in  the  place  of 
such  Senator  so  going  out  of  office,  in  the  following  manner.'' 

The  fact  that  the  State  was  not  admitted  to  representation  until  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Hamilton  is  immaterial.  The  act  admitting  Texas  to  representattion  related  back 
to  the  organization,  and  ratified  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  Mr.  Hamilton  be  i)ermitted  to  take  his  seat 
on  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

Monday,  JfarcA  20,  1871. 

Mr.  Morgan  C.  Hamilton,  from  the  State  of  Texas,  attended,  and  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  law  were  administered  to  him  by  the  Vice-President,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 
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[Forty-flecond  Congress — First  and  second  sessions.] 

GEORGE  GOLDTHWAITK, 
Senator  from  Alabama  from  January  15,  1872,  till  March  3,1877. 

Fcbrimry  G,  IflfTl,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Goldtliwaite,  elected  for  the  term  beKinninK  March  4, 1871, 
were  iirenented.  March  4,  a  |)roteHt  of  racmlierHof  the  IcffiMlatim*  of  AlalNima  aprniiiHl  hii*  admtflnion 
tua  Heat  in  the  Senate  waM  prcnentcd;  which,  with  the  credcntialM.waM  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mar<h  13, the  crcdentialrt and  prolcMt  were  referred  to  the  Couiniittee  on  PrivilcRCM and  Llei'tioiiH. 
March  'JO.  the  conunittce  re|>orted  that  thcrt>  would  not  be  time  at  that  Me»8ion  of  (.'onfl^resv  lully  to 
consider  the  fcrouiids  upon  which  hin  ri^ht  to  a  neat  was  contCMted.and  reported  a  rctw>lution  thxU  he 
Ix*  |>ennitted  to  take  hi.**  Heat,  and  tlmt  the  commiitee  proit'cd  tliercafler  to  conttider  the  ffrcundu  of 
the  protest  and  rci>ort  to  the  Senate  thereon.  Thin  report  and  rcbolution  iuc  ludctl.thecut<eoi  Ft»iiter 
Klotl^ctt.of  (ieoruia.  it  l>ein);  unanimous  (u«  to  Mr.  Goldthwaite.  two  di}«!ML'ntinK  an  to  Mr.  Illodjc- 
ett.  A  motion  wil<<  made  to  amend  the  renolution  by  Ktrikin^  out  the  name  of  Foster  HKMlKCtt.but 
afler  debate  it  was  ordered  that  the  rcHohition  lie  on  the  table.  January  •.»,  Ih72.  in  the  next  KCMiion 
of  C'onjfrcsH,  the  (-a^e  of  Mr.  Blodi^tt  liavinK  been  dispoHcd  of,  the  Senate  resolved  "that  George 
(toldthwaitc  be  {lerniittcd  to  take  a  hCHt  in  thin  Ixxly  a**  a  Senator  from  the  Stale  of  Alabama  up«»u 
taking  the  propi'r  oath  ;  and  that  the  (^ommittee  on  Privilcf^M  and  Electionn  procre<l  hereafter  to 
eonnider  the  grounds  on  which  his  right  to  a  seat  in  theS<«nate  Is  i>ontested,and  hereafter  tnakere* 
port  to  the  Senate  thereon.''  January  15,  Mr.  Goldthwaite  took  his  beat.  No  further  report  was 
uitide  on  the  ca^te,  and  the  Senate  t<K>k  no  further  action  in  reganl  to  it.  The  chief  frrounds  of  the 
protest  (given  l>elow)  were  that  m^nie  of  the  meml)ers  of  the  leginlatun*  voting  for  Mr.  Gold- 
thwaite were  not  legally  electc<l,  having  been  cither  defeatenl  at  the  |>olIs  or  having  procured  their 
elei'tions  through  fniud  ;  that  one  niemlM^r  voting  for  Mr.  Goldthwaite  had  no  eertdicate  of  election 
to  the  Icgislaturt* ;  that  Home  memN>rs  voting  for  him  wen*  under  iK>ltticiil  disabilities. 

The  history  of  the  cn.si*  here  given  consists  of  a  tnui«cript  of  the  prcK-eedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  SensU'  Journals,  3d  sess.  41st  ('ong..an<l  1st  and  I'd  sens.  42d  Cong. :  the  report  of  the 
committee  froui  Senate  Ueports,  42d  (\»ng..  1st  ses«» .  No.  3;  and  a  copy  of  the  proteat  above  referred 
to  from  the  CongrcKxional  itlol>e,  part  1,  1st  fiefts.  42d  Cong-.iiages  1.2. 

Special  reference's  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  i»elow. 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty -first  Congress.] 

Monday,  February  6,  1871. 

Mr.  Spencer  presented  the  credentials  of  George  Goldthwaite,  elected  a  Senator  hj 
tlie  legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on*  the  4ih 
of  March,  1671. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.] 

Monday,  March  4,  1871. 

Mr.  George  Goldthwaite,  whose  credentials  were  presented  on  the  6th  day  of  Febmaiy 
last,  appeared  to  take  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,  when 

Mr.  Sbernuui  presented  a  protest  signed  by  forty-five  members  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  of  the  legislatare  of  the  State  of  Alabama  against  the  admivioii 
of  George  Goldthwaite  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  said  State;  which  was 
read. 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Orderrd,  That  the  protest,  with  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Goldthwaite,  lie  upon  the 
table. 

[The  debate  is  fonnd  on  pages  1-4  of  the  Congressional  Globes  part  1,  Ist  sess.  42d 
Cong.] 

FnUtt  of  wiembem  of  the  Alabawm  IrgMahtre  againti  the  admi$$ion  of  Mr.  Qotdikwaiti  to 

a  seal  in  the  Senate, 

MoXTOOMKKT,  ALA.,  Jomutrf^  26,  1871. 

7b  the  SenaU  of  the  United  Stain: 

The  subscribers,  members  of  the  senat«  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  ol 
Alabama,  respectfully  represent: 
Tliat  they  protest  }%g:iinst  the  admission  of  Hon.  George  Goldthwaite  to  the  Senate  of 
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the  United  States  as  a  Senator  from  Alabama,  on  the  grounds  that  he  was  not  elected  by 
a  majority  of  the  l^gal  votes  of  the  joint  meeting  of  the  legislature.  He  was  declared 
elected  by  the  following  vote:  For  George  Goldthwaite,  65  votes;  for  Willard  Warner,  60; 
for  William  J.  Haralson,  14  votes.  It  will  be  seen  that  65  votes  constitute  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast,  and  that  number  of  legal  votes  are  necessary  to  an  election. 

We  represent  that  Hon.  George  Goldthwaite  did  not  receive  that  number  of  legal  votes, 
as  B.  M.  Henry,  claiming  to  be  a  representative  from  Russell  County,  in  said  State,  who 
voted  for  Hon.  George  Goldthwaite,  was  not  elected  by  the  people  of  said  county,  did  not 
have  a  certificate  of  his  election,  as  is  required  by  our  laws,  but  was  defeated  at  the  polls 
by  several  hundred,  and  was  not  legally  entitled  to  vote  for  a  United  States  Senator  in 
said  joint  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which,  if  said  illegal  votes  had  been  rejected,  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  prevent  the  announcement  of  the  election  of  Hon.  George  Gold- 
thwaite to  a  seat  in  your  honorable  body. 

Saul  Bradford,  of  Talladega  county,  who  had  been  rejected  by  the  people  at  the  ballot- 
box,  was  permitted  to  vote  lor  said  Hon.  George  Goldthwaite,  when  in  our  opinion  his 
vote  should  have  been  rejected,  as  he  had  never  been  legally  elected  a  member  of  the 
legislature. 

In  the  counties  of  Greene,  Sumter,  Lee,  and  other  counties,  the  representatives  of 
which  all  voted  for  Hon.  George  Goldthwaite,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
elections  of  said  representatives  were  procured  by  intimidating  the  voters,  and  in  several 
instances  fraud  added  thereto,  and  that  the  gentlemen  claiming  to  be  representatives  of 
these  counties  were  not  legally  elected  by  the  people  of  said  counties,  are  not  their  legal 
representatives,  and  were  not  entitled  to  vote  for  United  States  Senator  at  the  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  general  assembly. 

We  are  informed  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  who  voted  for  Hon. 
George  Goldthwaite  are  laboring  under  political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  an  inquiry  worthy  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  whether  Hon.  George  Goldthwaite  is  not 
laboring  under  the  same  disabilities  for  his  actions  during  the  recent  rebellion  of  the 
Southern  States. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  Hon.  George  Goldthwaite  is  not  legally  elected  Senator  from 
Alabama,  we  respectfully  pray  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  may  so  decide,  and 
declare  his  seat  vacant. 

[The  names  of  the  signers  are  here  omitted.] 

MOXDAT,  March  13.  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anthony, 

Ordered  J  That  the  credentials  of  Geoige  Goldthwaite,  aod  tbe  protest  of  membeis  of 
the  legislature  of  the  Stateof  Alabama  agmst  the  electionof  said  Goldthwaite  as  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States  by  the  legislatme  of  said  State,  be  reiened  to  the  Committee 
on  Privfleges  and  Elections. 

M03n)AY,  March  20,  1871. 

Mr..  Stewart,  firom  the  Committee  on  PrivileiQeB  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  Foster  Blodgett,  with  the  memorial  of  members  of  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  protesting  ..;zainst  the  admission  of  said  Blodgett  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  as  a  Senator  from  that  State,  and  the  credentials  of  Geoige 
Goldthwaite,  with  the  protest  of  snndiqr  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama agnnst  the  election  of  said  Goldthwaite,  submitted  a  report  (No.  3)  thereon^  a&- 
eompanied  by  the  following  resolution.     [Resolution  found  at  end  of  report.] 

BKPOBT  OF  CQXXnTEE. 
IH  THK  SKSTATK  OF  THE  UKITZD  STATSB. 

Hasch  20.  1871.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Stewsrt,  from  the  Committee  on  PrirHeges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing r^ort: 

The  Cooimittee  on  Privileges  and  Electioas,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of 
(SeoigeGoldtltwaBte,  elainrisg  a  seat  in  this  bodyas  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  tiie  eiedentials  of  Foster  Blodgett,  daiming  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  report: 

That  aaid  cre^ntiak  are  in  doe  form,  and  priwia  facie  entitle  said  Goldthwaite  and 
Blodgett  to  their  scats  upon  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  CousUtntion  and  laws, 
neitber  of  tbem  being  under  any  diflBbflity. 

The  gnmiids  oo  w&ii  their  ri|^  to  seats  are  contested  have  not  been  fnUy  ooosidered 
by  the  cooeauttee  for  want  of  time,  nor  will  there  be  snlBcient  time  at  tliia  aeawm  to 
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consider  them.     In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  it  wonld  be  xmjnst  to  those  States  and 
gentlemen  to  keep  the  latter  out  of  their  seats  until  snch  investigation  can  be  had. 
The  committee  therefore  report  the  following  resolution: 

Besolvedy  That  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  filodgett  be  permitted  to  take  seats  in 
this  body  upon  taking  the  proper  oath;  and  that  the  Committee  on  PriTileges  and  Elec- 
tions proceed  hereafter  to  consider  the  grounds  on  which  their  rights  to  seats,  respect- 
ively, are  contested,  and  hereafter  make  reports  to  the  Senate  thereon. 

WM.  M.  STEWART. 

O.  P.  MORTON. 

H.  HAMLIN. 

B.  F.  RICE. 

We  concur  in  the  foregoing  as  to  Goldthwait^,  but  not  as  to  Blodgett. 

JOSHUA  HILL. 
A.  G.  THURMAN. 

Wednesday,  March  22,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  admit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster 
Blodgett  to  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  Senators,  respectively,  from  the 
Stat^  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  when 

Mr.  Thurman  called  "for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  that  it  shall  be  taken  first  upon 
the  admission  of  George  Goldthwaite  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  fix>m  the  State 
of  Alabama. 

Pending  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  be  jKMStponed  to  to- 
morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  218,  219  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sess. 
42d  Cong.] 

Satueday,  March  25,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  271-274  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1, 1st  sess. 
42d  Cong.] 

Thubsday,  April  6,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and 
Foster  Blodgett  to  take  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper 
oaths,  as  Senators  resx>ectively  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

A  division  of  the  question  having  heretofore  been  called  for  by  Mr.  Thurman,  so  that 
a  separate  vote  be  tf^en  on  the  admission  of  each  person  named  in  the  resolution. 

The  Vice-President  decided  that  the  question  on  the  resolution  was  not  susceptible  of  a 
division,  as  desired  by  Mr.  Thurman,  but  that  the  end  desired  by  him  could  be  attained  by 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hill  to  amend  the  resolution  l^  striking  out  the  words  *'an^  Fos- 
ter Blodgett," 

After  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  494-498  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sesa. 

42dCong.] 

******* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and 
Foster  Blodgett  to  take  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper 
oaths,  as  Senators  respectively  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  506,  507  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sess. 
42dCong.] 

Fbiday,  April  7,  1871. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  to  take  seats 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as  Scoiators  respectively 
from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anthony,  and  by  unanimous  consent,  the  further  consideratidn  was 
informally  passed  over. 

******* 

The  Senate  then  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
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Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Groldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett 
to  take  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as  Sena- 
tors respectively  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill  to  the  resolution  to 
strike  out  the  words  '*and  Foster  Blodgett," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

FNo  debate  took  place.] 

Monday,  April  10,  1871. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  to  take  seats 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as  Senators  respectively 
from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill  to  the  resolution  to  strike 
out  the  words  "and  Foster  Blodgett," 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  25,  nays  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Bucking- 
ham, Carpenter,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Freling- 
huysen,  Harlan,  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Patterson,  Pratt,  Sawyer, 
Scott,  Sherman,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  and  Windom.  - 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Brownlow,  Cameron,  Casserly, 
Clayton,  Cooper,  Cragin,  Davis,  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Johnston,  Kelly,  Morton,  Nye,  Osbom, 
Ramsey,  Sanlsbury,  Schurz,  Spencer,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Stockton.  Sumner,  Thurman, 
West,  and  Wright. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  not  agreed  to;  and 

Pending  further  debate, 

Mr.  Thurman  raised  a  question  of  order,  namely :  That  in  discussing  the  question 
before  the  Senate  debate  upon  the  (fnestion  whether  Foster  Blodgett  or  Joshua  Hill  had 
or  had  not  committed  perjury  was  not  in  order. 

The  Vice-President  sustained  the  point  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Thurman,  and  ruled 
the  debate  on  that  question  out  of  order;  and 

Aft>er  further  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trumbull  (at  5  o'clock  p.  m.),  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  which  took  place,  pages  540-558  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1, 1st 
I.  42d  Cong.,  was  wholly  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Blodgett.] 


Tuesday,  April  11,  1871. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  to  take 
seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as  Senators,  re-, 
respectively,  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  prox>osed  by  Mr.  Hill  to  the  resolution  to  strike 
oat  the  words  "and  Foster  Blodgett, " 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robertson,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Carpenter, 
Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Edmunds,  Harlan,  Hill,  Kelly,  Mor- 
liU  of  Maine,  Pratt,  Scott,  Sherman,  Tipton,  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Blair,  Casserly,  Cooper,  Davis  of 
Kentucky,'  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamlin,  Johnston,  Morton,  Rice,  Robertson, 
Saulsbnry,  Schurz,  Stevenson,  Stockton,  and  Wickers. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[No  debate  took  place.] 

*  [Second  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.] 

Thuesday,  December  21,  1871. 

Mr.  Thurman  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
''Resolved,  That  George  Goldthwaite  be  permitted  to  take  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  upon  taking  the  oath,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
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Privileges  and  Elections  proceed  hereafter  to  consider  the  grounds  on  which  his  right  to 
a  seat  is  contested,  and  hereafter  make  report  to  the  Senate  thereon." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  261,  262  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess. 
42d  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1872. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thnrman  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution reported  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and'  Elections  on  the  20th  of  March 
last,  to  admit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  to  seats  in  the  Senate  as  Senators, 
respectively,  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution^  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

'^Resolved,  That  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  be  permitted  to  take  seats 
in  this  body  upon  taking  the  proper  oath;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections  proceed  hereai'ter  to  consider  the  grounds  on  which  their  rights  to  seats, 
respectively,  are  contested,  and  hereafter  make  reports  to  the  Senate  thereon," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"resolved,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

''  That  Georece  Gxildthwaite  be  permitted  to  take  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Alabama  upon  taking  the  proper  oath;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges and  Elections  proceed  hereafter  to  consider  the  grounds  on  which  his  right  to  a 
seat  is  contested,  and  hereafter  make  report  to  the  Senate  thereon," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  319,  320  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1, 2d  sess.  42d 
Cong.] 

Monday,  January  15, 1872. 

Mr.  George  Goldthwaite,  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  attended,  and  the  oaths  pre- 
scribed by  hkw  were  administered  to  him  by  the  Vice-President,  and  he  took  his  seat 
In  the  S^oate. 
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[Forty-second  Congress — First  and  second  sessions.] 

THOMAS  M.  NORWOOD  vs.  FOSTER  BLODGETT, 

of  Georgia. 

January  20, 1871,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Blodgett,  elected  for  the  term  beginninf?  March  4, 1871«  were 

{>reflentea.  March  2,  a  memorial  of  members  of  the  last  general  assembly  of  Georgia,  remonstrat- 
ng  against  his  admission  to  a  scat  in  the  Senate,  was  presented.  March  13.  the  credentials  and 
memorial  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  March  20,  the  committee 
reported  that  there  would  not  be  time  at  thatsession  of  Congress  fully  to  consider  the  grounds  upon 
which  bis  right  to  a  seat  was  contested,  and  reported  a  resolution  that  he  be  permitted  to  take  his 
Beat  and  that  the  committee  proceed  thereafter  to  consider  the  grounds  of  the  remonstrance  and 
report  to  the  Senate  thereon.  This  report  and  resolution  included  thcKsase  of  George  Goldthwaite, 
of  Alabama.  Af^r  debate  it  was  ordered  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table.  December  4, 1871,  in 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Norwood,  elected  for  the  same  term,  were  pre- 
sented. December  11, They  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  Decem- 
ber 18,  the  committee  reported  in  favor  of  Mr.  Norwood.  It  appears  that  the  legislature  electing 
Mr.  Blodgett  was  elected  in  April,  1868.  By  the  laws  of  Georgia  then  in  force  it  was  provided  that 
another  legislature  should  be  elected  in  November,  1870,  and  should  meet  and  organize  in  January, 
1871.  Thelegislature  electing  Mr.  Blodgett,  subsequently  to  his  election,  provided  by  law  that  the 
legislature  which  was  to  be  elected  in  Novera"l>er,  1870,  and  organized  in  January,  1871,  should  not 
be  elected  until  December,  1870,  aud  should  not  meet  and  organize  until  November,  1871.  This  sec- 
ond legislature  was  the  one  electing  Mr.  Norwood.  The  question  to  be  decided  was,  which  was 
the  legislature  "  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  any  Senator  was 
elected  to  represent  said  State  in  Congress?*'  (Act  of  July  25,1866.)  It  was  claimed  by  Mr.  Blodg- 
ett that  chosen  and  elected  mean  different  things:  that  the'  legislators  are  elected  by  the  people, but 
that  the  legislature  is  not  chosen  until  the  members  elected  assemble  and  organize  as  a  legislature ; 
that  the  legislature  electing  Mr.  Norwood  did  not  assemble  until  after  March  4, 1871,  and  so  could 
not  be  the  one  "  chosen  next  precedingthe  expiration,"  &c.  The  committee  reported  that  the  mean- 
ing of  the  act  referred  to  was  that  '*  the  legislature  whose  members  should  be  elected  next  preced- 
ing the  expiration  of  the  Senatorial  term  should  elect  the  successor";  that  the  words  c/i05«tiiand 
Reeled  were  synonymous.  They  reported  a  resolution  that  Mr.  Norwood  was  entitled  to  the  seat, 
which  was  agreed  to  December  19,  and  Mr.  Norwood  took  the  oath  of  office. 

Mr.  Blodgett  was  allowed  compensation  and  mileage. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  3d  sess.  41st  Cong.,  and  1st  and  2d  sess.  42d  Cong.,  and  the  reports  of  the 
committee  fix>m  Senate  Reports,  42d  Cong.,  1st  sess..  No.  3,  and  42d  Cong., 2d  sess.,  vol.  1,  No.  10. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-fiist  Congress.] 

Fbiday,  January  20,  1871. 

Mr.  Morton  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Foster  Blodgett,  elected  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871. 
The  credentials  were  read. 
Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Thuesday,  March  2,  1871. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a  memorial  of  members  of  the  last  general  assembly  of  the  State  of 
G^rgia,  remonstrating  against  the  admission  of  Foster  Blodgett  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the. table. 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-eeoond  Congress.] 

Satubdat,  March  4,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Foster  Blodgett,  as  Senator-elect  from  the  State 
of  Georgia,  and  the  protest  of  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
against  his  election,  on  the  files  of  the  last  Congress,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  laid  on 
the  i^le. 

[&e  debate  is  fonnd  on  pages  4,  5  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  aess.  42d 
Cong.] 

Monday,  March  13, 1871. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Anthony, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Foster  Blodgett  and  the  memorial  of  members  of  the 
general  assembl]^  of  the  State  of  Greorgia  against  the  admission  of  said  Blodgett  to  a  seat 
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in  the  Senate  of  the  Unjted  States  as  a  Senator  from  that  State  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Monday,  March  20,  1871. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  Fdster  Blodgett,  with  the  memorial  of  members  of  the  legislatare  of 
the  State  of  Greorgia,  protesting  against  the  admission  of  said  Blodgett  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  as  a  ^nator  from  that  State,  and  the  credentials  of  George 
Goldthwaite,  with  the  protest  of  sundry  members  of  the  l^islature  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama against  the  election  of  said  Goldthwaite,  submitted  a  report  (No.  3)  thereon,  ac- 
companied by  the  following  resolution: 

^  Resolved,  That  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  be  permitted  to  take  seats  in 
this  body  upon  taking  the  proper  oath;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions proceed  hereafter  to  consider  the  grounds  on  which  their  rights  to  seats,  respect- 
ively, are  contested,  and  hereafter  make  reports  to  the  Senate  thereon." 

Mr.  Hill  presented  a  briefs  of  the  memonal  of  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  protesting  against  the  admission  of  Foster  Blodgett  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  as  a  Senator  from  that  State. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed.  ^ 

BEPOBT  OF  CX)MMITTEE. 

Ik  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Mabch  20,  1871.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing rejwrt: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of 
George  Goldthwaite,  claiming  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and  the  credentials  of  Foster  Blodgett,  claiming  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Georgia,  report: 

That  said  credentials  are  in  due  form,  and  privna  facie  entitle  said  Goldthwaite  and 
Blodgett  to  their  seats  upon  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
neither  of  them  being  under  any  disability. 

The  grounds  on  which  their  rights  to  seats  are  contested  have  not  been  fully  considered 
by  the  committee  for  want  of  time,  nor  will  there  be  sufficient  time  at  th&  session  to 
consider  them.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  it  would  be  ui\just  to  those  States 
and  gentlemen  to  keep  the  latter  out  of  their  seats  until  such  investigation  can  be  had. 

The  committee  therefore  report  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  be  permitted  to  take  seats  in 
this  body  upon  taking  the  proper  oath;  and  that  the  Committee  on  IMvil^es  and  Elec- 
tions proceed  hereaft^  to  consider  the  grounds  on  which  their  rights  to  seats,  respects 
ively,  are  contested,  and  hereafter  make  reports  to  the  Senate  thereon. 

WM.  M.  STEWABT. 
O.  P.  MORTON. 
H.  HAMLIN. 
B.  F.  BICE. 

We  concur  in  the  foregoing  as  to  Goldthwaite,  but  not  as  to  Blodgett.       

JOSHUA  HILL. 
A.  G.  THURMAN. 

Tuesday,  March  21,  1871. 

Mr.  Hill  presented  the  memorial  f  of  John  E.  ^ryant,  of  Georgia,  remonstrating 
against  the  admission  of  Foster  Blodgett  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  firom  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Wednesday,  March  22,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  admit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster 
Blodgett  to  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  Senators,  respectively,  firom  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  when 

*  Found  in  Senate  Miaoellaneous,  let  seas.  42d  Cons.«No.24. 
t  Found  in  Senate  Miscellaneoug,  Ist  sesa.  42d  Cons.,  No.  80. 
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Mr.  Thurmau  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  that  it  shall  be  taken  Qrst  opon 
the  admission  of  Greorge  Goldthwaite  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Alabama. 

Pending  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  to  to-mor- 
row. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  218,  219  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sess. 
42dCong.] 

Satubday,  March  25,  1871. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  271-274  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sess. 
42dCong.] 

Thursday,  April  6,  1871. 

■  On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and 
Foster  Blodgett  to  take  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper 
oaths,  as  Senators,  respectively,  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

A  division  of  the  question  having  heretofore  been  called  for  by  Mr.  Thurman,  so  that  a 
separate  vote  be  taken  on  the  admission  of  each  person  named  in  the  resolution. 

The  Vice-President  decided  that  the  question  on  the  resolution  was  not  susceptible  of 
a  division,  as  desired  by  Mr.  Thurman,  but  that  the  end  desired  by  him  could  be 
attained  by  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hill  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  ^'and 
Foster  Blodgett," 

After  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  tb-morrow. 

[T)ie  debate  is  found  on  pages  494-498  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1, 1st  sess.  42d 

Cong.] 

♦  ♦  *  *  «  *  * 

On  motion  by^  Mr.  Stewart,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and 
Foster  Blodgett  to  take  seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper 
oaths,  as  Senators,  respectively,  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  506,  507  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sess. 
42d  Cong.] 

Fbiday,  ApHl  7,  1871. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  to  take 
seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as  Senators,  re- 
spectively, from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anthony,  and  by  unanimous  consent,  the  further  consideration  was 
informally  passed  over. 

*  *  *  *  ♦  «  ♦ 

The  Senate  then  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  Geoi^e  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blod- 
gett to  take  seats  in  the  ^nate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as 
Senators,  respectively,  from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 
-  The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill  to  the  resolution  to  strike 
out  the  words  "and  Foster  Blodgett," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[No  debate  took  place.] 

Monday,  April  10,  1871. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  permit  George  Goldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  to  take 
seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as  Senators,  re- 
spectively, from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill  to  the  resolution  to 
strike  out  the  W9rds  "and  Foster  Blodgett," 

After  debate, 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmonds  that  the  resolntion  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  detezmined 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  26,  nays  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Stewart,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Bncking- 
ham,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Edmonds,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Fie- 
linghoysen,  Harlan,  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Monill  of  Vermont,  Patterson,  Pratt,  Saw- 
yer, Scott,  Sherman,  Tipton,  TromboU,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  n^ative  are  Messrs.  Biayard,  Brownlow,  Cameron,  Casserly, 
Clayton,  Cooper,  Cragin,  Davis,  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Johnston,  Kelly,  Morton,  Nye,  Osbom, 
Kamsey,  Saolsbory,  Schorz,  Spencer,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Stockton,  Sonmer,  Thorman, 
West,  and  Wright. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolotion  on  the  table  was  not  agreed  to;  and 

Pending  farther  debate, 

Mr.  Thurman  raised  a  qoestion  of  order,  viz:  That  in  discossing  the  qoestion  before 
the  Senate  debate  opon  the  qoestion  whether  Foster  Blodgett  or  Joshoa  Hill  bad  or 
had  not  committed  peijory  was  not  in  order. 

The  Vice-President  sustained  the  point  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Thorman,  and  mled 
the  debate  on  that  qoestion  oot  of  order;  and 

After  forther  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tromboll  (at  5  o'clock  p.  m.),  the  Senate  adjoomed. 

[The  debate,  which  was  wholly  on  the  credentisds  of  Mr.  Blodgett,  is  foond  on  pages 
540-558  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  1st  sees.  42d  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  April  11, 1871. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the  resolotion  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  permit  George  Gk>ldthwaite  and  Foster  Blodgett  to  .take 
seats  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  opon  taking  the  proper  oaths,  as  Senators,  re- 
spectively, from  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill  to  the  resolotion  to  strike 
oot  the  words  "  and  Foster  Blodgett," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmonds  that  the  resolotion  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — ^yeas*19,  nays  17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robertson,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

*  Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Caxpenter, 
Chandler,  Cole,  Conkling,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Edmonds,  Harlan,  Hill,  K^y,  Mor- 
rill of  Maine,  Pratt,  Scott,  Sherman,  Tipton,  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Blair,  Casserly,  Cooper,  Davis  of 
Kentocky,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamlm,  Johnston,  Morton,  Bice,  Bobertscm, 
Saolsbory,  Schorz,  Stevenson,  Stockton,  and  Vickers. 

So  the  resolotion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[No  debate  took  place.] 


[Second  session  of  the  Forty-eeoond  Congreas.] 

Monday,  December  4, 1871. 

Mr.  Thorman  presented  the  credentials  of  Thomas  M.  Norwood,  elected  a  Senator  by 
the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March 
4,  1871;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  December  11,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thorman, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  Thomas  M.  Norwood,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Souite 
as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Ejections. 

Monday,  December  18,  1871. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  credentials  of  Thomas  M.  Norwood,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Georgia,  sobmitted  a  report  (No.  10)  thereon,  accompanied  by  the  fid- 
lowing  resolotion.     ( Resolotion  foond  at  end  of  report ) 
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BEPOET  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Morton  (chairman).  Rice,  Carpenter,  Lc^gan,  Hill, 
Thurman,  and  Anthony.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
December  18, 1871. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of 
Foster  Blodgett  and  Thomas  M.  Norwood,  each  claiming  a  seat  as  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Georgia  for  the  term  which  commenced  March  4,  1871,  respectlully  submit  the  ibl- 
lowing  report: 

The  Senate  being  a  branch  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  right  to  elect 
a  Senator  is  conlerred  and  its  exercise  regulated  by  the  Coastiiution  of  the  United 
States,  and  no  law  or  regulation  of  a  State  touching  such  election  has  any  validity 
beyond  the  authority  conferred  upon  the  State  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  Constitution,  Article  1,  section  3,  provides  that  Senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
legislatures  of  the  respective  Stales.     Section  4  of  the  same  article  provj^les: 

"  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Kepresentatives 
shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at 
any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing 
Senators. ' ' 

The  first  clause  of  this  section  commits  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  primarily 
the  whole  subject  of  electing  Senators  and  Representatives,  and  authorizes  themtomake 
such  regulations  upon  the  subject  as  they  may  deem  proper.  The  phrase'*  the  times, 
places, and  manner  of  holding  such  elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives"  em- 
braces the  whole  subject  of  election  of  Senator  except  that  the  election  must  be  made 
by  the  legislature  of  the  State,  as  provided  in  the  third  section.  The  legislature  may 
therefore  provide  that  a  Senator  shall  be  elected  by  the  legislature  to  be  chosen  next 
before  the  expiration  of  a  term  or  next  after  its  commencement.  The  second  clause, 
quoted  from  the  fourth  section,  conlers  upon  Congress  the  same  power  and  absolute  con- 
trol over  the  subject,  to  be  exercised  in  the  discretion  of  Congress,  except  that  Congress 
cannot  fix  a  place  lor  holding  the  election  different  from  that  fixed  by  the  State  legisla- 
ture. 

^n  the  exercise  of  this  undoubted  constitutional  power  Congress  passed  an  act  regu- 
iatiDg  the  election  of  Senators,  approved  July  25,  186G  (14  Stat,  at  I^rge,  page  243), 
which  provides; 

**The  legislature  of  each  State  which  shall  be  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of 
the  time  for  which  any  Senator  was  elected  to  represent  said  State  in  Congress  shall,  on 
the  second  Tuesday  after  the  meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to  elect  a  Sena- 
tor in  Congress  in  place  of  such  Senator  so  going  out  of  oflice. " 

Foster  Blodgett  claims  to  have  been  elected  on  the  15th^day  of  February,  A.  D.  1870, 
by  the  legislature  then  existing  and  in  session.  He  received  the  requisite  number  of 
votes,  and  his  credentials  are  in  due  form.  The  question,  therefore,  is  whether  it  was 
competent  for  that  legislature  to  elect  a  Senator  to  serve  during  the  term  before  men- 
tioned. If  this  question  can  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Blodgett  is  entitled  to 
the  seat;  if  not,  his  pretended  election  was  an  absolute  nullity.  The  answer  to  this 
question  depends  upon  the  true  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress  before  quoted.  It 
is  claimed  by  Mr.  Blodgett  that  cUomm  and  elected  mean  different  things;  that  legisla- 
tors are  elected  by  the  people,  but  that  legislators  are  not  the  legislature,  and  that  the 
legislature  is  not  chosen  until  the  members  elected  assemble  as  provided  by  law  and 
oi^^nize  as  a  legislature  by  determining  what  persons  elected  or  claiming  to  be  elected 
are  entitled  to  seats.  That  is,  the  people  elect  the  legislators,  and  the  legislators  after 
their  election  choose  the  legislature,  and  hence  the  legislature  which  was  in  fact  organ- 
ized next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  is  the  one  authori^d  to  elect  a 
successor  without  regard  to  the  time  when  the  members  of  such  legislature  were  elected 
by  the  people. 

This  refinement  of  reasoning  does  not  meet  the  approbation  of  your  committee.  The 
question  is,  what  was  the  intention  of  Congress  in  passing  this  act  ?  The  legislature 
designated  by  the  act  is  the  one  ' '  which  shall  be  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration 
of  the  time,"  &c.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  choosing  a  legislature  except  by  choosing 
its  members.  The  Constitution  declares  that  Senators  shall  be  elected  by  the  legislature 
of  each  State.  Hence  the  act  of  Congress  employs  the  same  phrase.  But  your  commi  t tee 
cannot  doubt  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  provide  that  the  legislature  whose 
members  should  be  elected  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  Senatorial  term  should 
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elect  the  successor.  The  distinction  sought  to  he  estahlished  between  the  words  elected 
and  chosen  derives  no  support  irom  popular  or  legal  lexicography.  Elected  is  defined 
chosen  and  chosen  is  defin^  elected ^  and  the  words  are  used  as  synonymous  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  the  constitution  of  every  State,  in  all  our  statutes,  and 
in  all  popular  literature.  It  is  a  universal  rule  of  construction,  applicable  to  constitu- 
tions and  statutes,  that  words  are  to  be  underHtood  in  iheir  popular,  commonly  received 
meaning,  and  to  force  upon  this  statute  so  unnatural  a  construction  would  defeat  the 
intention  of  Congre^ttt,  manifest  in  the  act  itself,  and  violate  the  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  Irec  govcrnirj»*nt  which  doubtless  inspired  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  legislature  which  was  in  session  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1870,  when  Mr. 
Blodgett  claims  to  have  been  elected,  was  chosen  in  April,  lb(i8.  By  the  coastitutioo 
and  laws  of  Georgia  then  in  force  it  was  provided  that  another  legislature  should  be 
elected  on  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November,  1870,  and  that  the  legislature 
so  to  he  elected -should  meet  and  organize  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  January,  1871. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Bloilgett  claims  to  have  been  elected  there  was 
to  be  another  legislature  elected  and  organized  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  lor 
which  Mr.  Blodgett  claims  to  have  !)een  elected  to  ser\'e.  Therefore,  as  the  ca.««e  then 
stood,  the  action  of  that  legislature  in  the  premises  was  without  authority  and'<lirectly 
in  contraventi(»n  of  the  act  of  Congress  upon  that  subject.  It  is  not  claimed  that  Mr. 
Blodgett  was  ele<'tc<l  at  any  other  time  or  by  any  other  legislature.  The  validity  of  his 
election  must  de|X'nd  upon  the  state  of  case  then  existing.  If  the  legislature  had  do 
authority  to  elei't  him  at  that  time,  their  pretending  to  do  so  conferred  upon  him  no  right 
to  claim  this  seat.  1  f  he  lias  any  rights  they  vested  by  that  election,  and  were  perlect 
as  soon  as  the  election  was  completed.  His  election  was  either  valid  or  void;  if  valid, 
no  sub»*e(|uent  action  of  the  Iegi.Hlature  could  impair  his  rights;  if  void,  no  subHequent 
action  of  the  legislature,  short  of  another  election,  could  entitle  him  to  this  seat. 

Subse<juently  to  Mr.  Blodgett's  pretendw!  election  the  legislature  provided  bylaw,  as 
it  was  authorizcHl  to  do  by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  that  the  legislature  which  was 
to  be  elected  in  NovembiT,  1H70.  and  organized  in  Jannar\%  1H71.  as  re<iuired  by  law  at 
the  time  of  Blodgett 's  pretended  elwtion,  should  not  Ik*  elccte<l  until  lK»cember,  1870, 
and  should  not  convene  and  organize  until  November,  1871.  But  if  your  committee  are 
right  in  ilicir  t^mstruction  of  the  act  of  Congress,  the  legislature  which  convened  in  No- 
vember, 1H71,  wiUH  the  legislature  chosen  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  Senatorial 
term,  and,  consttiuently,  that  legislature  was  the  one  which  was  authorized  to  elect  tb« 
successor;  and  this  legislature  did,  in  fact,  elect  Mr.  Norwood.  The  fact  that  the  State 
for  months  after  the  expiration  of  the  former  term,  Man'h  4,  1871,  was  without  l\ill  rep- 
re»«entation  in  the  Senate  is  not  the  fault  of  the  act  of  Congress.  The  legislature  author- 
ized under  the  act  of  Congress  to  make  this  election  would  have  been  elected  in  November, 
1870,  and  convened  in  January,  1871,  and  might  have  elected  a  Senator  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  the  former  term  but  for  the  action  of  the  State  in  postponing  the  election 
and  organization  of  the  legislature  authorized  to  elect  the  successor.  The  State  cannot 
<*omplain  of  its  own  act,  nor  ask  the  Senate  to  disregard  the  act  of  Congress,  because  the 
State  has  intentionally  omitted  to  comply  with  the  act  of  Congress  and  avail  itself  of  its 
pr*)visi(m.H. 

Thcrefon*,  Mr.  Norwood  having  been  duly  elected  at  the  first  session  of  the  legislature 
whi<'h  was  chosen  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  former  term,  your  committee  respectAilly 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  M.  Norwood  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Georgia  for  the  term  commencing  March  4,  1871,  and  that  be  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  same. 

TlTEHDAY,  December  19,  1871. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judu'iarv.  to  admit  Tliomas  M.  Norwood  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Georgia;  and. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  it  was 

liemlretl.^Thakt  Thomas  M.  Norwood  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  (Georgia,  for  the  term  commencing  March  4,  1871,  and  that  he  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  same. 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Norwood  appearetl,  and  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered  to 
him  bv  the  Vice-I*re?*ident,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

rOMPEXSATION   or  MB.    BLODOCTT. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
*7;*.M./i7r/.  That   the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  tie  din^cti'd  to  p:>y.  out  of  the  pay  Mid 
mileage  account,  to  Foster  Blodgett,  claiming  a  seat  as  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of 
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Georgia,  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  Senator,  oommencing  March  4, 1871,  to  the  passage  of 
this  resolution." 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1872. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  19th  December  last,  to  pay  Foster  Blodgett  the  pay  and 
mileage  of  a  Senator  for  the  period  therein  named,  it  was  determined  in  the  affinnative; 
and 

Mr.  Morton  having  modified  the  said  resolution, 

After  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree,  to  the  resolution,  in  the  following  words: 

''Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  pay  and 
mileage  account,  to  Foster  Blodgett,  claiming  a  seat  as  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  Senator  from  March  4, 1871,  to  the  19thof  Decembei, 
1871,  when  the  question  of  his  right  to  his  seat  was  determined  by  the  Senate," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  resolution  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 

S  E  C 22 
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[Forty-second  Congress — Second  session.] 

MATT  W.  RANSOM  vs.  JOSEPH  0.  ABBOTT, 

of  North  Carolina, 

Mr.  Abhott'8  Icnii  expired  March  3, 1871.  Mareh  7,  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Abbott  waa  presented,  claim 
Ing  that  he  had  l)oeii  Icffully  elected  for  the  suceeediDK  term.  March  13,  the  memorial  waa  referred 
to  the  CoiiiiniUce  <»n  Privilrj^e.M  and  Kloetioim.  Februory  28,  lflT2.  the  eommttteo  reiwrted  as  follows: 
At  the  elc  otion  held  in  Noveml)er.  IhTO,  Zebitlon  II.  Voncc  received  "  a  majoritv  of  the  whole  num- 
ber <j{  votes  cant  in  each  hoii>H*,''  and  Mr.  Ablxttt  received  the  next  highest  number  of  votes.  On  tbo 
day  followijiK  the  clrctioii  Mr.  Vance  was  declared  duly  elected.  Mr.  Vunec  at  the  date  of  the  elec- 
tion was  und<T  the  political  disabiliticH  imponed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  Con«>titution. 
Mr.  Abhoit  rcHtcd  his  claim  <tn  what  he  iL«wumed  to  lie  the  legal  result  of  the  conceded  ineligibility 
of  Mr.  Vanii'.  II<^  a«sun)<><l  that  it  uuh  a  conclusion  of  law  thut  if  the  candidate  receiving  the  highest 
nunilMT<tf  votes  was  ineligible,  and  that  incliKil>ility  was  known  to  the  electors,  the  voles  so  caM  for 
hini  were  V(ii«l, and  .should  Im*  conKJdered  mere  niillities.iind,(-onseciuently,that  the  candidate  re- 
ceiving thi-  next  l>i«licht  number  of  votes  was*  elected.  The  committee  were  of  opinion  that,  while 
that  nii^lit  Ih-  the  Ku'^ltsh  rule,  it  wa.s  directly  at  variance  with  our  theory  of  governmeni;  and  that 
the  l-aiKlisli  rule  was  not  applicable  in  this  cast*  for  the  reatM>n  also  that  the  amendment  imposing 
the  diHat>iliti«*.s  also  |)rovided  for  the  removal  of  them  by  Congrem,and  that  eonnequently  the  clei^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Vance  was  not  void  but  voidable  only;  that  the  rcmovalsof  these  disabilities  after  election 
in  several  previous  cas^-s  by  acts  of  ( \>nKress  were  dceiiiions  that  such  votes  were  not  mere  nullities. 
The  committeo  were  furthermore  of  opinion  that  the  fai'ts  in  thitt  case  would  not  bring  it  within  the 
Kn^li*«h  rule,  MU|)|>o')inK  it  tolH>  admitted  that  that  rule  was  applicable  here.  Theeomniittcercvom- 
uieiulc<i  till*  adoption  of  a  rcsolulKui  that  Mr.  Abl>ott,not  having  received  a  miijoritv  of  the  votes 
en>t.%vaH  not  tntitlcd  to  a  sent.  Then'  was  u  minority  report  in  8Up|>ort  of  Mr.  Abbott's  claim. 
April  'SI,  ls72.thc  Senate  airrccd  to  th<*  resolution  reported  by  the  eommiltee. 

riie  rrrdcntials  of  Mr.  Van*-c  were  not  nre.se n ted, and  no  claim  was  made  to  the  seat  by  him. 

February  r».  Ih72,  {Miidin};  the  action  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Abbott's  memorial,  the  eredentialsof 
Mr.  Kansotn  w»'r«"  prcsrntcd  and  referriHl  to  the  committee.  They  cert ifle<l  that  he  1im<1  been  ek*cte<l 
Janiuiry  .'>■>,  isT'J.  to  (ill  a  varancy  existing  by  reason  of  the  resignation  of  Zebulon  It.  Vnuco.  April 
2i,  the  day  after  the  Senate  n\soIvcd  that  Mr.  Abl>ott  was  not  entitled  to  the  seat, the  committee 
r<M>ortcd  that  Mr.  ICansom's  credentials  ap)>cared  to  be  in  due  form, and  recommended  that  faMC  be 
atlmitted  to  his  >eat.     He  was  admttte<l  the  name  day. 

The  .Senate  rcMilved  that  Mr.  AblMitl  lie  allowed  compensation, and  thai  Mr.  Ranaom's  pajr  com- 
tiienee  on  the  lirhtday  of  the  term.* 

The  hi.story  of  thecas4«  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relatioi; 
to  it  from  Senate  .FournalM,  4'2d  i  *ong.,  l^^^  and  2d  Hcas.,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  from  Senate 
Reports, iM  m*HS.  4'Jd  Cong.,  No. M. 

Sjx'cial  references  to  the  debotes  (»f  each  <lay,  which  are  found  in  the Oongreirional  Globe, 2d  aetm, 
42d  Cong,  part  3,  and  in  the  .\ppendix,are  inserted  below. 

[Firet  He8fiioD  of  the  Forty-neoond  Congress.] 

Tuesday,  March  7,  1871. 

Mr.  Pool  prescnieil  the  memorialt  of  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  claiming  to  have  been  legally 
eleitcd  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
for  the  trnu  of  six  yc.ira  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871. 

Ordvral,  Thut  it  lie  un  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Monday,  March  13,  1871. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tool, 

Onirrni,  That  the  memorial  of  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  claiming  to  be  dnly  elected  a  Heoa- 
tor  of  the  United  Statei  by  the  legal  votes  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  North  Curolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.] 

Wednesday,  Fibruary  28, 18r72. 

Mr.  Logzin.  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  .To**eph  C.  Abbott,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  Nubniitted  a  report  (Na  58),  accompanied  by  the  following 
reM)liitii»ii: 

''liisoi'rtft.  That  JcNeph  U.  AblK)tt,  not  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by 

•Th»«  *^  !u«!f  j:i->i  d  :i  •'•milnr  resolution  .Tune  H,1S7S.  In  regard  to  the  pay  of  Oeorge  Vloketii,  oC 
Mnryl.iiKl.  u  :••  ^. .  ■  ••'.  «<t«  d  Mun>h  7.  IHiX.for  the  trmi  beginning  March  4JS^.  I*hinp  P.TbomiM 
had  Im  « II  <  It  t4  I  for  ibtt  i«rui  and  waft  not  admitted.  For  report  on  Mr.  VIdcen**  pay*  see  rrpoti 
No.2-l|.4,M*  .»n«.:    Jd  »•«•.•«. 

f  The  uiiniurial  in  found  in  Senate  MIsoeUaoeoas,  lal8eSi.4SdOQQt.,lCd.l. 
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the  North  Carolina  legislatnie  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,  1870,  for  the  office 
of  Senator  of  the  United  States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  States  Senate  as 
such  Senator.** 

Mr.  Carpenter  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  present  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee  on  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Abbott;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  to  accom- 
pany the  foregoing  reporj. 

bepobt  of  cx)mmittee,  and  views  of  minobity. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Febeuaby  28,  1872. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Joseph  C.  Abbott,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body  as  a  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  for  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1871,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

Article  I,  section  5,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that — 

^'  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own 
members.'' 

The  duty  which  devolves  upon  the  Senate  in  deciding  cases  that  arise  under  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution  is  in  the  nature  of  a  judicial  proceeding,  and  the  cases  must  be  decided 
upon  the  evidence  presented,  and  in  accordance  with  legal  principles,  as  established  by 
former  parliamentary  and  judicial  precedents  and  decisions. 

The  only  evidence  which  is  before  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  me- 
morialist Abbott  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  as  follows: 

That,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November,  1870,  the  day  prescribed  by  law,  the  two 
houses  of  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  from 
that  State  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871,  with 
the  following  results: 

In  the  house  of  representatives: 

,  Voteg. 

Zebulon  B.  Vance  received .-- 63 

Joseph  C.  Abbott  received -.- 32 

Scattering-. 10 

Members  present.- — s 105 

In  the  senate: 

Zebulon  B.  Vance  received 32 

Joseph  C.  Abbott  received 1 11 

Scattering _ 5 

Members  present __ 48 

That  the  number  of  members  present  at  the  time  and  so  voting  constituted  a  quorum  of 
each  house  of  the  legislature;  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina  providing  that  ''neither 
house  shall  proceed  upon  public  business  unless  a  minority  of  all  the  members  are  actually 
present,''  the  numbers  so  present  amounting  to  a  nu^ority  of  all  the  members. 

On  the  following  day  the  two  houses,  in  the  usual  form,  declared  that  Vance  had  re- 
ceived a  msyority  of  the  votes  cast  in  both  houses,  and  that  he  was  duly  elected  as  such 
Senator  for  said  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871. 

It  is  also  further  in  evidence  that  said  Vance  was  not  on  said  second  Tuesday  of  No- 
vember, 1870,  and  at  no  time  since  has  been,  qualified  to  serve  as  such  Senator,  owing  to 
disability  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

It  is  averred  that  the  members  of  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  so  voting  for  Vance, 
at  the  time  their  votes  were  cast,  had  notice  of  the  ineligibility  of  Vance,  but  no  evidence 
on  this  point  has  been  presented  to  the  committee,  the  memorialist  relying  upon  the 
assumption  that  this  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  Abbott  rests  his  claim  to  the  seat  solely  upon  what  he 
assumes  to  be  the  le^l  result  of  the  conceded  ineligibility  of  Vance,  who,  although  re- 
ceiving a  majority  of  the  votes,  is  not  entitled  to  take  the  oath  of  office  or  hold  the  seat. 
He  assumes  that  it  is  a  conclusion  of  law  that  if  the  candidate  who  has  received  t  he  highest 
number  of  votes  is  ineligible,  and  that  ineligibility  was  known  to  those  who  voted  for 
^lini  before  casting  their  votes,  that  the  votes  so  cast  for  him  are  void,  and  should  b^ 
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considered  as  nullities,  and  as  thongh  they  ne^er  had  been  cast;  and,  oonseqaently,  toe 
candidate  receiving  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  is  elected. 

In  support  of  this  view  of  the  case  the  memorialist  has  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a  large  number  of  English  authorities  bearing  on  this  question.  While  the 
committee  make  no  question  as  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  decisions  to  which  attention 
has  been  called,  yet  it  is  evident  that  these  are  based  upon  a  very  different  rule  from 
that  adopted  in  our  country.  To  show  that  this  rule  is  different,  the  committee  would 
refer  to  the  following  authorities,  which  are  cited  in  the  very  able  report  of  Mr.  Dawes 
from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  in  the  case  of  Smith  vs.  J.  Y,  Brown  (Report  of  Com- 
mittees, No.  11,  2d  sess.  40th  Cong.). 

Haywood  on  County  Elections,  535: 

'*  If,  before  the  election  comes  on,  or  a  majority  has  polled,  suf&dent  notice  has  been 
publicly  given  of  his  ineligibility,  the  unsuccessful  candidate  next  to  him  on  the  poll 
must  ultimately  be  the  sitting  member." 

Male  on  Elections,  336: 

*'  If  an  election  is  made  of  a  person  or  persons  ineligible,  such  election  is  void,  where 
the  ineligibility  is  clear  and  pointed  out  to  the  electors  at  the  poll." 

In  the  case  of  King  r^.  Hawkins  (10  East.,  210),  Lord  Ellenborough  states  that  such  is 
the  law  in  England,  "after  notice  of  ineligibility." 

In  the  case  of  Claridge  vs.  Evelyn  (5  B.  and  A.,  8),  Abbott,  C.  J.,  remarks: 

"I  am  oifthe  opinion,  therefore,  that  he  (the  infuit)  was  ineligible,  and  due  notice  of 
his  incapacity  having  been  given  to  the  electors  at  the  time  of  the  election,  their  votes 
are  thrown  away." 

Clerke  on  Election  Committees,  156: 

''Whenever  a  candidate  is  disqualified  from  sitting  in  Parliament,  and  notice  thereof 
is  publicly  given  to  the  electors,  all  votes  given  to  such  disqualified  candidate  will  be 
considered  as  thrown  away." 

This  notice,  in  order  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rule,  was  required  to  be  strictly 
formal,  and  was  generally  given  at  the  polls.  And  the  reason  for  this  is  apparent,  as  by 
their  theory  a  voter  who,  after  due  notice  of  the  ineligibility  of  a  candidate,  persisted  in 
voting  for  him,  was  deemed  guilty  of  a  crime.  Therefore,  as  all  crimes  are  committed 
with  an  intention  to  commit  the  offense,  it  was  necessary  that  the  knowledge  of  the  fact 
by  the  voter  should  be  clear. 

Roe  on  Elections,  256: 

''It  will  be  seen  that  the  latter  proposition  is  that  which  constitutes  the  law  in  cases 
where  misapplication  of  the  franchise  by  the  electors  was  willful,  and  theretbre  made  in 
their  own  wrong." 

But  is  such  a  principle  applicable  in  a  government  based  upon  the  theory  that  th<) 
power  emanates  from  the  people?  In  the  British  Grovemment  the  case  is  exactly  the 
reverse,  as  there  the  theory  is  that  the  power  originates  with  the  monarch,  and  the  privi- 
leges allowed  the  people  to  select  representatives  are,  under  that  theory,  considered  as  con- 
ceded and  not  as  inherent  rights.  But  this  Government  rests  upon  an  entirely  different 
basis.  Here^hc  power  originates  with  the  people,  and  that  which  the  GrOvemment  is  au- 
thorized to  exercise  is  conceded  by  the  people.  The  right  to  designate  who  shall  exercise 
this  power  has  never  l>een  delegated.  The  method  by  which  this  choice  shall  be  made 
known  consistent  with  this  theory  can  never  be  otherwise  than  by  giving  the  majority 
or  plurality  the  right  to  decide.  Any  attempt  to  restrict  the  right  of  the  voter  is  an 
attempt  to  invade  that  right;  therefore  the  theory  that  casting  a  vote  knowingly  for  an 
ineligible  candidate  is  in  the  nature  of  a  crime  which  may  be  punished  by  ignoring 
the  act  of  the  majority  and  recognizing  the  act  of  the  minority  is  in  direct  conflict  with 
that  most  sacrecl  right  which  the  people  of  this  Government  have  always  guarded  with 
jealous  care.  Such  a  rule  is  consistent  with  the  theory  of  the  British  Government,  as  it 
aflbrds  one  means  of  preventing  the  power  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  people; 
but  it  is  directly  at  variance  with  the  theory  of  our  Government,  as  it  affords  one  means 
by  which  that  right  which  the  people  have  of  selecting  their  representatives  may  be 
abridged. 

While,  therefore,  the  general  tenor  of  the  English  authorities  to  which  he  refers  us  is 
admitted  to  be  as  claimed  by  the  memorialist,  yet  we  do  not  conceive  such  a  rule  to  be 
applicable  to  and  consistent  with  the  political  institutions  of  the  United  l^tates,  where 
the  right  of  the  miyority  to  govern  and  the  Government  is  based  upon  the  oonsent  of 
the  governed  is  one  of  the  first  political  lessons  to  be  learned. 

There  is  also  another  very  strong  reason  why  the  English  authorities  relied  upon  by 
the  memorialist  are  not  applicable  in  the  present  case,  even  if  the  spirit  and  funda- 
mental idea  of  our  institutions  were  insufScient  to  show  this. 

The  third  section  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  imposes  the 
disabilities  iu  ({uestion,  also  contemplates  and  provides  for  the  removal  thereof  by  Con- 
gress.    There  is  no  such  feature  in  the  English  law.     The  English  caaes  itfe  tbeictifon} 
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based  upon  a  very  different  state  of  £icts  from  those  that  exist  in  this  country ,  and  are 
not  precedents  for  this  case. 

It  is  diflScnlt  to  conceive  how  the  Constitution  could  grant  authority  to  Congress  to 
remove  the  disabilities  under  ^ehich  an  individual  who  has  been  elected  is  laboring, 
and  allow  him  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  embrace  the 
idea  that  such  an  election  is  wholly  void  and  the  votes  cast  for  him  nullities.  Yet  Con- 
gress by  its  action  in  numerous  instances  has  given  the  first  construction  to  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution,  and  if  the  memorialist  in  this  case  shall  be  admitted  to  his  seat  the 
Senate  will  have  to  give  the  second  construction. 

The  English  law  in  question  does  not  obtain  in  the  United  States,  as  is  clearly  shown 
from  the  following  considerations: 

First.  The  judicial  decisions  are  against  it,  there  bein^  but  one  decision  which  sus- 
tains it,  namely,  the  Indiana  case  of  14  Ind.,  page  927;  while  on  the  other  hand  are  the 
decisions  in  Maine,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Wisconsin,  and  California,  to  which  your 
committee  would  refer,  and  from  which  the  ibllowing  quotations  are  made: 

1795.  The  State  i%h.  Anderson  (1  Cox,  N.  J.  Kep.,  318): 

*  'Anderson  was  elected  sheriff  of  Hunterdon.  He  had  not  been  three  years  a  freeholder, 
and  was  therefore  absolutely  disqualified,  the  statute  of  1788  having  declared  that  no 
person  shall  hereafter  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  sheriff  in  any  county  in  this  State  unless 
he  shall  be  and  hath  been  an  inhabitant  thereof  and  possessing  a  freehold  estate  in  his 
own  right  in  fee-simple  in  the  same  county  for  three  years  previous  to  his  election." — 
(324.) 

Held  by  the  court — 

''That  Anderson  was  disqualified,  but  that  his  election  was  not  void.  The  election 
of  an  unqualified  person  as  sheriff"  is  not  ipso  facto  void;  it  is  only  voidable. — (Syllabus, 
318).    Still,  however,  we  think  the  election  not  ipso  facto  void." — (Opinion,  327.) 

1849.  State  vs.  Giles,  ex  rel.  Dunning,  &c.  (1  Chand.,  Wis.  Rep.,  112): 

**  Two  questions  arose  in  this  case: 

**  First.  Whether  the  person  holding  the  office  of  sheriff"  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  oi 
the  constitution  was  eligible  to  that  office  at  the  next  ensuing  election. 

"Second.  If  the  then  sheriff  was  ineligible,  whether  the  person  who  at  that  elec- 
tion received  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  could  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the 
office.— (13.) 

"  *The  mere  ineligibility  of  a  person  to  hold  a  particular  office,  and  who  receives  the 
greatest  number  of  votes,  such  votes  are  not  a  mere  nullity,  but  should  be  counted  b> 
the  canvassers.  A  contestant  for  the  same  office,  and  receiving  a  lesser  number  of  votes, 
though  eligible,  cannot  be  regarded  as  elected,  and  does  not  thereby  become  invested 
-with  the  right  to  the  office.*— (Syllabus,  112.) 

"  It  is  proper  to  say  that  we  are  all  of  the  opinion  that  the  mere  ineligibility  of  a  candi 
date  does  not,  as  the  law  now  is,  render  void  the  votes  cast  for  him ;  that  such  votes  should 
not  be  rejected,  but  should  be  counted  by  the  canvassers,  and  that  in  the  event  of  such 
ineligible  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes,  the  person  having  the  next  highest 
number  is  not  thereby  elected.  If  any  public  embarrassment  is  apprehended  from  this, 
such  as  that  an  office  may  remain  indefinitely  vacant  by  reason  of  a  majority  of  the  elect- 
ors obstinately  persisting  in  voting  for  an  ineligible  person,  it  is  within  the  undoubted 
power  of  the  legislature  to  prevent  it  by  enacting  that  all  such  votes  shall  be  deemed 
void  and  not  be  counted." — (Opinion,  117.) 

And  this  remedy  is  so  reasonable  and  practical  that  we  may  well  ask,  if  it  is  intended 
that  the  English  rule  shall  prevail  in  this  country,  why  has  it  not  been  resorted  to  ?  Our 
answer  is  that  such  an  idea  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions  and  opposed  to 
the  principle  that  all  power  granted  is  by  the  consent  of  the  governed.  When  we  decide 
that  a  minority  of  votes  may  elect  we  strike  a  blow  at  the  very  heart  of  this  republican 
principle. 

1855.  38  Maine  Rep.,  597: 

A  majority  of  the  votes  at  the  election  in  Sagadahoc  County  were  cast  for  Abel  C. 
Dinslow  for  county  commissioner.  There  was  no  such  person  in  being.  The  governor 
submitted  to  the  judges  the  question  whether  it  was  competent  **to  throw  out  the 
votes  for  Abel  C.  Dinslow  and  issue  a  new  commission  to  such  person  who  is  eligible  to 
said  office  as  shall  appear  to  have  the  highest  number  of  votes?" 

The  judges  answered  in  the  negative. 

They  were  furtlier  asked  whether  the  office  was  vacant. 

The  judges  answered  it  was. 

1861.  State  rxrcl.  Off.  vs.  Smith  (14  Wis.,  497): 

**  The  remaining  questions  are:  First.  Whether  the  defend^uit,  being  an  alien  and  not 
a  qualified  elector  at  the  time  of  his  election,  was  eligible  to  the  office.  Second.  If  he 
was  ineligible,  whether  the  relator,  who  received  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  cast 
is  entitled  to  the  office. 
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The  last  question  has  been  already  settled  in  this  State  by  the  case  of  the  State  r^. 
Giles  (1  Chand.)  112.)  It  was  there  held  by  the  nnanimoas  judgment  of  the  court  that 
in  the  absence  of  a  statute  declaring  it  so,  the  mere  ineligibility  of  a  candidate  does  not 
render  void  the  votes  cast  for  him;  that*  such  votes  should  not  be  rejected,  but  should 
be  counted  by  the  canvassers;  and  that  in  the  event  of  such  ineligible  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes,  the  person  having  the  next  highest  number  would  not  be 
thereby  elected." — (Opinion,  498.) 

1867.  Commonwealth  vs.  Cluley  (56  Penna.,  270): 

"  The  votes  cast  at  an  election  for  a  person  who  is  disqualified  from  holding  an  office 
are  not  nullities.  They  cannot  be  rejected  by  the  inspectors,  or  thrown  out  of  the  count 
by  the  return  judges.  The  disqualified  person  is  a  person  still,  and  every  vote  thrown 
for  him  is  formal.  Even  in  England  it  has  been  held  that  votes  for  a  disqualified  person 
are  not  lost  or  thrown  away  so  as"  to  justify  the  presiding  officers  in  returning  as  elected 
another  candidate  having  a  less  number  of  votes,  and  if  they  do  so  a  quo  warranto  in- 
formation will  be  granted  against  the  person  so  declared  to  be  elected,  on  his  accepting 
the  office.  (See  Cole  on  Quo  Warranto,  141-2;  Hegina  vs.  Hioms,  7  Ad.  &  E..  960;  3 
Nev.  &  Perry,  184;  Rex  vs.  Bridge,  1  M.  &  S.,  76.)  Under  institutions  such  as  ours  are 
there  is  even  greater  reason  for  holding  that  a  minoritf^  candidate  is  not  entitled  to  the 
office  if  he  who  received  the  largest  number  is  disqualified.  We  are  not  informed  that 
there  has  been  any  decision  strictly  judicial  upon  the  subject,  but  in  our  l^islativc 
bodies  the  question  has  been  determined.  It  was  determined  against  a  minority  candi- 
date in  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  a  case  in  which  Mr.  Clay  made  an  elaborate  re- 
port and  was  sustained.  In  1793  Albert  Gallatin,  elected  a  Senator  from  this  State,  was 
declared  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  disqualified  because  he  had  not  Ijeen  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  nine  years,  and  his  election  was  declared  void  for  that  reason, 
but  his  seat  was  not  given  to  his  competitor.  Nobody  supposed  the  minority  candidate 
was  elected.  There  have  been  several  other  cases  of  contested  elections  in  which  the 
successful  candidates  were  decided  to  have  been  disqualified,  and  denied  their  offices. 
John  Bailey's  case  is  one  of  them.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  from  Massachusetts,  and 
refused  his  seat  in  1824.  But  neither  in  his  case,  nor  in  any  other  with  which  we  are 
acquainted,  were  the  votes  given  to  the  successful  candidate  treated  as  nullities,  so  as 
to  entitle  one  who  had  received  a  less  number  of  votes  to  the  office.  There  is  a  class  of 
cases  in  England  apparently,  but  not  really,  asserting  otherwise.*' — (Opinion  of  the  court 
by  Strong,  J.) 

This  able  opinion  by  Judge  Strong,  now  on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  United  States, 
is  wen  worth  careliil  consideration.  Your  committee  would  call  special  attention  to  that 
sentence  where  it  is  stated  that  **  the  disqualified  person  is  a  person  still,  and  every  vote 
thrown  for  him  is  formal."  The  act  of  Congress  prescribing  the  time  and  manner  of 
electing  Senators  specifies  what  the  vote  shall  be  for  in  order  to  make  it  available  in  the 
count;  for  it  says  "each  house  shall  openly,  by  a  viva  voce  vote  of  each  member  present,- 
name  one  person  for  Senator."  The  vote  must  be  for  a  person,  not  a  blank  in  tact,  not 
ibr  a  myth,  but  for  a  person.  But  if  the  vote  is  cast  for  a  person  for  Senator  in  Congress 
irom  that  State,  this  statute  has  been  formally  complied  with,  and  no  construction  can 
change  the  I'act.  Vance  is  a  person;  63  viva  voce  votes  in  the  House  and  32  rtra  voce 
votes  in  the  Senate  were  given  for  him  for  Senator  in  Congress  from  North  Carolina  on 
the  day  and  at  the  place  required.  Then  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  25, 1866,  have 
been  strictly  and  formally  complied  with.  What  power,  then,  has  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  court,  to  declare  these  votes  were  never  cast  for  a  person  ?  For  this, 
it  seems  to  your  committee,  must  be  said  before  the  memorialist oould  be  entitled  to  the 
seat  he  claims.  But  even  this  conclusion  must  result  in  a  decision  adverse  to  his  claim; 
for  if  these  votes  are  declared  nullities,  then  no  quorum  voted.  (Also  Saunders  vs. 
Hayes,  13 Col.,  pages  145,  156;  10  Col.,  Whitman  vs.  Maloney.) 

Secondly.  The  legislative  decisions  are  against  the  idea  that  the  English  law  obtains 
in  this  country.  So  far  as  any  action  has  been  taken  in  the  Senate  which  bears  upon  the 
question,  it  has  been  decidedly  against  the  English  law. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  from  Pennsylvania,  in  1793,  although  deciding  him  to  be 
ineligible  and  his  election  void,  yet,  by  resolution,  the  governor  of  that  Commonwealth 
was  simply  notified  of  this  action. — (Cont.  El.,  3d  Cong.,  1st  sess.,  page  859.) 

The  case  of  Mr.  Shields,  of  Illinois.— (Cont.  El.  Cong.,  from  1834  to  1865,  page  606.) 

The  case  of  Yulee  vs.  Mallory,  of  Florida,  where  blank  votes  were  taken  into  the 
count.— (Cont.  El.,  page  608,  32d  Cong.) 

The  cases  of  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  and  Miller,  of  Georgia,  where  the  oath  of  office 
was  modified,  is  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  the  American  rule. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  same  rule  has  so  far  prevailed. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Bailey,  of  Massachusetts,  1824,  where  the  candidate  receiving  the 
highest  vote  was  declared  ineligible,  yet  the  votes  given  to  him,  as  Judge  Strong  remarks 
in  the  case  of  Cluley, ' '  were  not  treated  as  nullities. ' ' — (Cont.  El.  from  1789  to  1834,  page 
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The  case  of  Smitti  vs.  J.  Y.  Brown,  1868,  where  the  present  question  is  ably  discussed 
in  the  report  by  Mr.  Dawes  from  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Elections,  and  it  is  decided  that  a 
minority  cannot  elect. — (Cont.  El.  from  1865  to  1871,  page  395.) 

In  the  case  of  McKee  vs.  J.  D.  Young,  1868,  although  the  claim  of  the  contestant  was 
decided  on  other  grounds,  yet  the  opinion  is  reaffirmed  that  a  minority  cannot  elect. — 
(Ck)nt.  El.  from  1865  to  1871,  page  422.) 

The  case  of  Christy  vs.  Wimpy  is  of  a  similar  character. — (Cont.  El.,  1865  to  1871, 
page  464.) 

Also  the  case  of  Jones  vs.  Mann,  1869. — (Cont.  El.,  1865  to  1871,  page  471.) 

The  case  of  Wallace  vs.  Simpson,  1870,  has  been  referred  to  as  sustaining  the  English  rule. 
B.ut  an  examination  of  that  case  shows  that  it  was  decided  on  wholly  different  grounds. 
That  the  proposition  '*  that  when  one  of  two  candidates  is  ineligible  the  votes  given  for 
him  are  of  no  effect,  and  the  other  candidate  is  elected,"  was  maintained  by  but  one 
member  of  the  subcommittee,  Mr.  Cessna,  while  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  other 
two  members,  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Randall,  dissented  from  the  proposition. — (Cont.  EL, 
1865  to  1871,  page  731.) 

In  the  case  of  Zeigler  vs.  Rice,  of  Kentucky,  1870,  it  is  decided  that  even  where  the^e 
is  notice  of  ineligibility  of  the  successful  candidate  this  does  not  ehtitle  the  minority 
candidate  to  take  his  seat.     The  majority  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case  states: 

"The  committee  are  well  satisfied  that  the  acts  of  the  contestee  were  well  understood 
by  the  voters  of  said  district  at  the  time  contestee  was  voted  for,  but  do  not  agree  with 
contestant  that  as  contestee  was  ineligible,  the  candidate  who  was  eligible  is  entitled  to 
the  seat. '»— (Cont.  El.,  1865  to  1871,  p^e  884.) 

The  removal  of  disabilities  by  the  action  of  Congress,  of  the  same  nature  as  these  un- 
der which  Vance  labored,  is  a  decision  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  that  such  votes  are 
not  nullities;  that  the  election  of  such  candidate  is  not  void  but  voidable  only.  For 
if  they  were  nullities,  and  the  election  of  such  candidate  void,  then  Congress,  by  such 
action  as  it  has  taken,  has  elected  members  to  one  of  its  own  houses  without  reference 
to  the  action  of  the  people.  As  an  example,  we  may  refer  to  the  case  of  R.  R.  Butler,  of 
Tennessee  (Contested  Election  Cases,  1855-^71,  page  464) ;  also  case  of  Young,  of  Georgia. 

But  suppose  that  it  is  admitted  that  the  English  rule  is  applicable  here,  do  the  facts  in 
this  case  bring  it  within  that  rule?  Were  the  votes  for  Vance  cast  in  willful  obstinacy 
for  a  candidate  the  voters  knew,  or  had  good  reason  to  believe,  would  not  be  entitled 
to  take  his  seat  ?  The  memorialist  avers  that  the  fact  that  Vance  was  known  to  be 
ineligible  is  not  controverted.  That  his  ineligibility  was  a  matterof  public  notoriety  in 
North  Carolina  is  doubtless  true,  and  that  it  was  known  to  most  if  not  all  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  is  quite  probable;  yet  no  evidence  has  been  presented  to  the 
committee  proving  this  fact,  or  that  notice  of  his  disqualification  was  given  at  the  time 
the  vote  was  taken. 

Let' us  even  go  one  step  further,  and  suppose  that  the  evidence  on  this  point  was  clear 
and  explicit;  are  we  not  justified  in  believing  that  those  who  voted  for  Vance  did  so  in 
good  faith,  believing  that  his  disabilities  would  be  removed  after  the  election  by  the 
action  of  Congress,  basing  this  presumption  on  the  precedents  which  had  recently  been 
set  in  similar  cases?  Nor  is  this  by  any  means  an  improbable  hypothesis,  but  accords 
much  better  with  the  facts  presented  to  the  committee  than  the  hypothesis  that  the 
votes  given  for  Vance  were  cast  in  "willful  obstinacy'*  for  a  candidate  they  knew 
would  not  be  admitted  to  his  seat.  If  they  were  given  under  the  impression  that  these 
disabilities  would  be  removed,  then,  although  unavailing,  they  cannot  be  rejected  from 
the  count.  And  the  committee  would  again  refer  to  the  rejwrt  of  the  committee  in  the 
case  of  Yulee  vs.  Mallory,  of  Florida,  1852,  where  the  following  language  is  used  which 
is  applicable  to  this  view  of  this  case: 

"If  blank  votes  are  beyond  a  doubt  a  nullity;  if  the  resolution  is  to  be  regarded  of 
no  effect,  and  we  are  brought  to  the  question,  under  these  circumstances,  whether  Mr. 
Yulee  is  duly  elected,  it  seems  to  us  difficult  to  maintain  the  affirmative  of  that  propo- 
sition upon  the  facts  before  us.  If  the  members  were  misled  on  both  these  material 
IK)inls  by  assuming  that  their  previous  doings  afforded  safe  and  certain  rules  of  action, 
then  they  were  misguided  by  what  they  had  a  right  to  consider  as  authority,  and  must 
have  acted  under  a  misconception  of  right,  which  stood,  as  they  supposed,  unques- 
tioned. If  this  be  so,  they  stand  substantially  in  the  condition  of  an  elector  who  votes 
for  a  person  disqualified,  believing  him  to  be  qualified.  The  vote  in  such  case,  though 
unavailing,  is  not  rejected  from  the  count." — (Contested  Election  Cases,  1864-'65,  page 
610.) 

Under  the  English  rule,  it  is  the  fact  that  the  voters  knowingly  and  purposely  throw 
away  their  votes  that  lays  the  foundation  for  saying  they  assent  to  the  election  of  the 
minority  man.  But  no  such  purpose  can  be  predicated  of  the  legislature  of  North  Car- 
olina. They  did  not  know  that  their  votes  for  Vance  would  be  thrown  away.  They 
did  not  pniposely  thxow  them  away,  because  Congress  had  in  numerous  cases  previously 
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removed  disabilities  of  a  similar  character  firom  those  elected  and  allowed  them  to  hold 
their  offices.  Nearly  all  of  the  officers  elected  in  this  State  in  1868  had  their  disabilities 
removed  by  the  act  of  June,  1868,  and  were  allowed  by  virtue  thereof  to  enter  upon  and 
discharge  the  functions  of  their  respective  offices. 

The  same  act  removed  the  disabilities  of  a  large  number  of  persons  elected  in  Alabama 
in  February,  1868,  and  at  the  close  of  the  section  contains  this  sweeping  chiuse: 

"And  also  all  officers-elect  at  the  election  commenced  the  4th  day  of  I'ebruarv.  1868, 
in  said  State  of  Alabama,  and  who  have  not  publicly  declined  to  accept  the  offices  to 
which  they  were  elected.'* — (15  Stat,  at  Large,  366,  2.) 

These  were  certainly  sufficient  to  raise  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  legislature 
of  North  Carolina  who  voted  for  Vance  the  belief  that  his  disabilities  would  be  removed 
and  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  take  his  seat.  In  fact,  they  liad  good  right  to  believe 
that  this  was  the  rule,  and  the  opposite  the  exception,  especially  where  the  persons  so 
elected  were  known  to  favor  the  restoration  of  order  and  obedience  to  law. 

Again,  it  may  be  fairly  argued  that  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  did 
not  disqualify  Vance  to  be  elected,  but  only  to  hold  the  office  of  Senator  in  case  his  disa- 
bility should  not  be  removed.  Upon  this  interpretation  his  election  was  voidable  only, 
and  not  void,  and,  as  a  consequence,  Abbott  was  not  elected.  But  even  if  this  interpre- 
tation is  erroneous,  it  is  one  the  legislature  of  North  Carolina  might  (and  as  nothing  to 
Hie  contrary  is  shown,  we  are  to  presume  did)  honestly  entertain  (especially  in  view  of 
the  action  of  Congress  above  referred  to),  and  if  they  elected  Vance  under  a  mistake  in 
law,  his  election  was  not  void,  but  only  voidable. 

Although  the  committee  have  referred  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts  and  legislative 
bodies  of  this  country  bearing  upon  this  case,  the  tenor  of  which  is  believed  to  be  de- 
cidedly adverse  to  the  claim  of  the  memorialist,  yet  this  appears  unnecessary,  as  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  25, 1866  (which  has  already  been  alluded 
to  on  one  point),  when  applied  to  the  faxis  in  this  case,  would  seem  to  be  an  effectaal 
bar  to  the  claim  of  the  memorialifit. 

The  first  section  of  this  act  is  as  follows: 

"  That  the  legislature  of  each  State  which  shall  be  chosen  next  preceding  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  any  Senator  was  elected  to  represent  said  State  in  Congress 
shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to 
elect  a  Senator  in  Congress,  in  the  place  of  such  Senator  so  going  out  of  office,  in  the 
following  manner:  Each  house  shall  openly,  by  a  viva  voce  vote  of  each  member  present, 
name  one  person  for  Senator  in  Congress  from  said  State,  and  the  name  of  the  person 
so  voted  for  who  shall  have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  each  house 
shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  house  by  the  clerk  or  secretary  thereof;  but  if 
either  house  shall  fail  to  give  such  majority  to  any  person  on  said  day,  that  iaici  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journal.  At  12  o'clock  meridian  of  the  day  following  that  on  which 
proceedings  are  required  to  take  place  as  aforesaid  the  memb^  of  the  two  houses  shall 
convene  in  joint  assembly,  and  the  journal  of  each  house  shall  then  be  read,  and  if  the 
same  person  shall  have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  in  each  house,  such  person 
shall  l>e  declared  duly  elected  Senator  to  represent  said  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States;  but  if  the  s^me  person  shall  not  have  received  a  migority  of  the  votes  in 
each  house,  or  if  either  house  shall  have  failed  to  take  proceedings  as  required  by  this 
act,  the  joint  assembly  shall  then  proceed  to  choose,  by  a  viva  voce  vote  of  each  member 
present,  a  person  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  a  person  having  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  of  the  said  joint  assembly,  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses 
being  present  and  voting,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected;  and  in  case  no  person  shall 
receive  such  majority  on  the  first  day,  the  joint  assembly  shall  meet  at  12  o'clock  me- 
ridian of  each  succeeding  day  during  the  session  of  the  legislature,  and  take  at  least 
one  vote  until  a  Senator  shall  be  elected." 

The  passage  of  this  act  was  evidently  intended  to  be  an  exerdse  of  that  authority 
conferred  upon  Congress  by  Article  I,  se<^tion  4,  of  the  Constitution,  so  fiftr  as  the  same 
relates  to  the  election  of  Senator.    This  section  provides  that — 

''The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives 
shall  be  prescribed  by  each  State  by  the  legislature  thereof:  but  the  Congress  may  at 
any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing 
Senators." 

The  words  ''such  regulations"  in  the  latter  clause  refer  to  "the  times  and  manner  of 
holding  elections"  in  the  first  clause  ("places"  being  expressly  excluded) ;  therefore, 
by  virtue  of  this  provision.  Congress  has  power — so  far  as  the  election  of  Senators  is 
concerned — to  prescribe  the  times  and  manner  of  holding  elections.  The  act  of  July  25, 
1866,  is  evidently  intended  to  do  this,  and  therefore  has  taken  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  States  to  determine  either  the  times  or  manner  of  holding  these  elec- 
tions so  long  as  this  act  remains  unrepealed. 

In  regud  to  the  time  fixed  there  is  no  difierence  of  opinion.    What  then  is  pieaeribed 
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in  regard  to  the  maDncr  of  holdiug  the  election  in  the  first  provision  of  the  section  V 
'^£ach  honse  shall  openly"  do  what?  "Name  one  person  for  Senator  in  Congress  from 
said  State."  How?  "By  a  viva  voce  vote  of  each  member  present."  If  we  give  to 
each  word  of  this  clause  its  full  force  and  eflfect,  consistent  with  the  other  portions  of 
the  provision,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  "each  member  present?''  Does  it  signify 
those  voting  only,  or  has  it  some  other  meaning?  If  we  refer  to  the  second  provision  of 
the  section  we  find  the  words  "present"  and  "voting"  both  used  in  the  same  clause, 
showing  clearly  that  the  two  are  intended  to  have  different  significations.  But  it  is 
insisted  that  if  we  give  this  construction  to  the  provision  of  the  act  in  relation  to  the 
election  by  the  two  houses,  it  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  to  obtain  an  election  everj^ 
member  present  must  vote,  thus  placing  it  in  the  power  of  a  single  member  so  present 
to  defeat  an  election  on  that  day.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  only  applies  to  those  voting, 
what  force  and  effect  do  we  give  to  these  words? 

It  is  manifest  that  the  second  provision  of  this  section  was  intended  to  take  it  out  of 
the  power  of  a  small  majority  in  one  house,  by  preventing  an  election,  to  defeat  the 
election  of  a  candidate  in  favor  of  whom  there  is  a  majority  of  the  aggregate  of  the  two 
houses,  and  as  the  usual  method  of  proceeding  is  changed  by  this  provision,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  prescribe  what  should  constitute  a  quorum.  A  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  both  houses  are  required  to  be  present  to  constitute  this  quorum,  and  the 
person  elected  is  required  to  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  said  joint  assembly. 

What  shall  constitute  a  quorum  in  each  house  on  the  day  the  vote  is  taken  separately 
is  left  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  The  constitution  of  North  Carolina 
requires  a  mjyority  of  each  house  to  be  present;  it  follows  that  the  provisions  of  the  two 
paits  of  the  section  are  substantially  the  same.  For  upon  what  grounds  can  we  suppose 
that  Congress  would  require  a  majority  of  a  quorum  on  the  second  day  to  elect,  and  not 
on  the  first? 

Your  committee  is  therefipre  satisfied  that  Congress,  in  the  passage  of  this  act,  contem- 
plated and  intended  that  in  the  election  of  Senators,  whether  under  the  first  or  second 
provisions  of  this  section,  to  be  valid,  it  should  appear  that  a  quornm  was  present  and 
voting. 

It  is,  moreover,  evident  from  the  very  wording  of  this  act  that  Congress  did  not  even 
contemplate  the  possibility  of  an  election  by  a  minority  under  any  circumstances,  but 
by  this  act  imply  the  opposite;  for  in  the  provision  relating  to  the  election  by  the  two 
honses,  separately,  it  is  required  that  "the  name  of  the  person  so  voted  for,  who  shall 
have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  each  house,  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journal  of  each  honse."  This  language  is  plain  and  easily  understood.  If  any 
person  receives  a  mi^iority  of  the  votes  cast  his  name  is  to  be  entered  on  the  journal ; 
nothing  is  said  of  those  in  the  minority;  no  evidence  is  to  be  preserved  of  the  fact  that 
they  were  known  in  the  election;  nothing  is  required  to  be  said  about  the  number  of 
votes  that  even  the  successful  candidate  receives;  the  simple  fact  that  Mr.  A.  received 
a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  is  all  that  is  required.  The  next  day  the  two  houses 
shall  convene  in  joint  asssembly  and  compare  journals,  and  if  the  same  name  and  same 
fact  in  regard  to  him  is  on  each,  he  is  to  be  declared  duly  elected.  But  if  neither  can- 
didate receives  a  mjyority  the  first  day,  the  fact  is  to  be  entered  on  the  journal;  nothing 
more  is  required;  no  person  has  received  a  majority,  and  there  is  no  use  to  preserve  upon 
the  record  anything  but  that  fiict;  yet  it  is  possible  that  one  out  of  three  candidates  may 
be  known  to  be  ineligible  by  those  voting  for  him.  If  the  second  out  of  three  candi- 
dates was  disqualified,  and  those  voting  for  him  knew  it,  the  ca.se  would  be  much  more 
plansible  than  the  present  one.  Yet  this  act  contemplates  no  such  contingency.  Your 
committee  is  aware  that  this  inference  has  no  binding  force;  it  is  only  alluded  to  to 
-show  thaU  the  idea  of  a  minority  candidate  being  entitled  to  his  seat  under  any  circum- 
stances is  at  war  with  the  very  spirit  of  our  laws  and  institutions,  and  that  the  principle 
involved  in  this  case  is  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  law  upon  which  the  memorial- 
ist founds  his  claim  to  a  seat. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  there  is  a  distinction  in  respect  to  the  operation  of  the  rule 
insisted  on  by  the  memorialist,  between  a  popular  election,  imder  our  liberal  system  of 
Boffrage,  for  a  member  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  ballot  and  an  election  of  a 
Senator  by  viva  voce  vote  of  the  members  of  a  legislature. 

Your  committee  are  inclined  to  think  this  is  correct,  but  that  the  distinction  bears 
against  the  claim  of  the  memorialist  instead  of  in  favor  of  it. 

The  number  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  at  a  popular  election  is  not  fixed  and  definite, 
and  hence  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  quorum  or  anything  answering  thereto.  There  is 
no  power  to  compel  attendance.  This  is,  and  necessarily  must  be,  wholly  voluntary; 
therefore  it  is  necessary  that  those  attending  should  have  the  right  to  elect,  where  the 
election  is  free,  and  are  prevented  from  attending  by  force,  intimidation,  or  fraud.  If 
a  candidate  receiving  the  majority  is  disqualified,  and  the  votes  cast  for  him  are  declared 
nullities  (as  claimed  by  the  memorialist),  the  remaining  votes  are  as  effectual  to  elect 
as  if  every  voter  of  the  district  had  been  present;  and  if  those  who  voted  lor  the  can- 
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didate  receiving  the  majority  had  not  heen  present  at  all,  the  election  neverthrfees 
wonld  have  beSi  valid.  But  the  rule  is  wholly  difi'erent  in  legislative  bodies.  The 
number  is  fixed  and  definite,  a  quorum  can  be  and  is  required  to  act,  and  the  presence 
of  a  less  number  is  not  effectual.  Had  but  the  thirty-two  who  voted  for  Abbott  been 
present  in  the  house  at  the  time  the  vote  was  cast,  we  do  not  suppose  any  one  would 
contend  that  he  had  even  a  shadow  to  base  his  claim  upon ;  yet  this  number  would  be 
sufficient  to  elect  in  a  district  of  a  thousand  voters  if  no  others  voted.  We  therefore 
coincide  in  the  view  that  there  is  a  difference,  and  that,  even  if  the  English  rule  was  ap- 
plicable in  the  case  of  an  election  of  a  member  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  it 
would  by  no  means  follow  that  it  was  applicable  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  where  the 
number  voting,  of  the  votes  counted,  is  less  than  a  quorum. 

Your  committee,  tberelbre,  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  case  and  examination  of  the 
authorities,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  of  North  Carolina, 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution: 

Eesolvcd,  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  not  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by 
the  North  Carolina  legislature  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,  1870,  for  the  office 
of  Senator  of  the  United  States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  States  Senate  as 
such  Senator. 

O.  P.  MORTON. 

JOHN  A.  LOOAN. 

A.  G.  THURMAN. 

JOSHUA  HILL. 

The  following  statement  of  Mr.  Ransom,  of  North  Carolina,  is  herewith  presented 
with  the  report  of  your  committee: 

**  Immediately  ailer  the  election  in  North  Carolina  in  1870*  which  resulted  in  the  tri- 
umph of  the  Democratic-Conservative  party,  the  question  of  the  election  of  a  United 
States  Senator  became  one  of  great,  exciting  interest  throughout  the  State,  and  very 
soon  assumed  a  sectional  (State)  character.  Grovemor  Vance,  Governor  Graham,  and 
Judge  Merrimon  were  the  persons  most  prominently  brought  forward  by  the  western 
gentlemen  and  papers.  The  ''west"  (of  the  State  of  North  Carolina)  insisted  most 
earnestly  that  their  section,  of  right,  ought  to  have  the  Senator.  Article  after  article 
was  written  in  the  western  papers,  clniming  the  Senator  for  the  west,  and  there  was 
great  feeling  on  the  question  when,  in  November,  1870,  the  legislature  met. 

"Immediately  on  its  meeting  Mr.  Jarvis,  an  eastern  member,  was  elected  speaker  of 
the  house,  and  this  event  gave  western  gentlemen  still  further  ground  to  claim  the  Sen- 
ator. Mr.  Jarvis,  in  caucus,  beat  Mr.  Welch  and  Colonel  McAfee,  both  western  gentle- 
men. 

' '  The  Democratic  caucus  met. 

"Vance's,  Merrimon's,  Graham's,  Warren's,  and  Ransom's  names  were  before  the 
caucus. 

* '  The  balloting  at  first  was  entirely  indecisive. 

"While  the  Democratic  strength  in  the  legislature  was  from  105  to  110,  only  94  mem- 
t)ers  attended  caucus. 

"On  the  eighth  ballot  Merrimon  was  ahead,  receiving  35  votes;  Vance  and  Ransom 
about  25  each,  and  Graham  some  9  or  10. 

"  Merrimon's  vote  then  declined  and  Graham's  vote  went  up;  when  Ransom's  strength 
was  developed  and  his  vote  began  to  go  up. 

"The  ballotiug  continued,  and  finally,  Ransom  being  ahead,  Vance's  vote  went  up  on 
the  twenty-sixth  ballot,  Ransom  then  having  42,  Vance  39,  about  10  for  Graham,  and  3 
scattering,  when  Graham's  friends,  'western  men,  went  to  Vance,  and  the  last  ballot  was — 
for  Van('e,  48;  Ransom,  46.  Vance  was  nominated,  the  vote  standing  48  for  Vance  and 
46  for  Ransom. 

"After  the  twelfth* ballot  Ransom  had  been  ahead  of  Vance  until  the  twenty-sixth 
ballot,  and  on  the  twenty-seventh  the  Graham  men  went  to  Vance  and  elected  him. 

"  There  were  about  35  Democrats  from  east  of  Raleigh,  and  about  70  or  75  west;  but 
only  94  at  caucus. 

"Vance's  great  personal  popularity  accounts  for  his  running  ahead  of  Grahani  and 
Merrimon,  both  western  men;  and  his  popularity  and  position  in  the  west,  he  living  in 
the  stronghold  of  the^westem  Democracy,  beat  Ransom. 

"Had  Vance's  disability  been  removed  he  would  have  beaten  all  his  opponents  with- 
out a  struggle;  while  it  is  simple  candor  to  say  that  Ransom  would  beat  any  other  man 
except  Vance.     The  last  election  proves  this. 

"Vance's  nomination  was  then  owing  to  his  being  a  western  man  and  his  great  personal 
popularity,  both  causes  contributing  to  his  nomination;  his  popularity  beating  Graham 
and  Mcnimon,  and  his  position  and  popularity  together  beating  Ransom. 

' '  Merrimon  had  no  dLsabilities. 

* '  Graham  was  laboring  under  disabilities. 
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**DISABrLITlkS. 

**  Before  the  caucus  met,  and  at  the  caucus,  it  was  generally  stated  that  Vance's  disa- 
bilities  would  be  removed  and  that  he  would  be  admitted.  It  was  generally  argued  and 
believed  that  many  influential  Republicans  of  the  North  had  assured  Vance  that  his 
disabilities  would  be  removed,  and  Vance  himself  expressed  no  doubt  of  it.  His  friends, 
by  authority,  stated  in  caucus  that  Vance  would  resign  unless  admitted. 

**EEMOVAL  OF  DISABILITIES. 

**0n  the  20th  of  April,  1868,  an  election  took  place  in  North  Carolina  for  all  the  State 
officers — governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer,  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  judges  of  the  superior  courts,  Xhe  probate  judges,  members  of  the  legislature,  and 
all  county  officers,  sheriffs,  &c. 

*'0n  the  25th  June,  1868,  two  months  after  this  election.  Congress  removed  the  polit- 
ical disabilities  of  most  of  these  officers,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  under  disability  when 
elected. 

**  Governor  W.  W.  Holden  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ashe  and  Mr.  D.  R.  Goodloe  were  the  can- 
didates for  governor — Holden,  Republican;  Ashe,  Democrat,  and  Goodloe,  Republican. 
Groodloe  was  eligible,  and  he  received  only  300  out  of  170,000  votes.  The  fact  that  he 
(Goodloe)  only  was  eligible,  and  the  others  not,  was  fully  discussed  in  the  papers  and 
canvass. 

"On  the  25th  of  June,  as  aforesaid,  Todd  R.  Caldwell,  lieutenant-governor,  was  also 
relieved. 

"And  80  were  Richmond  Pearson,  chief-justice;  Robert  P.  Dick,  associate  justice; 
Thomas  Settle,  associate  justice;  Edwin  G.  Read,  associate  justice  supreme  court.  And 
so  with  many  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  courts:  Daniel  L.  Russell,  Anderson  Mitchell, 
C.  R.  Thomas  (now  member  of  Congress),  Judge  Logan,  &c. 

'  **The  superintendent  of  public  works,  C.  L.  Harris;  W.  L.  Adams,  auditor  of  public 
accounts;  Joseph  W.  Holden,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  nearly  every 
white  member  of  the  legislature  of  1868,  which  actually  elected  Mr.  Abbott  to  the  Senate 
when  he  was  admitted,  and,  as  before  said,  nearly  if  not  all  of  the  county  officers  in 
the  State— all,  all  had  their  disabilities  removed  after  the  election. 

"And  in  the  same  act  of  June  25, 1868,  it  is  declared  in  section  2,  page  581  (Congres- 
sional Globe,  part  5, 2d  sess.  40th  Cong. ) : 

it  I*  *  *  ^j^^  ijgQ  j^lj  officers-elect  at  the  election  commenced  the  4th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1868,  in  said  State  of  Alabama,  and  who  have  not  publicly  declined  to  accept  the 
offices  to  which  they  were  elected.  ^ 

"This  is  the  concluding  sentence  after  the  enumeration  of  a  long  list  of  persons  in 
Alabama. 

"GOVEBNOB  VANCE  AND  SENATOR  POOL. 

"  About  the  4th  of  March,  1871,  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  the  legislature  as  to  Vance's 
prospects,  and  Mr.  Martin,  member  of  the  legislature  from  Carteret,  introduced  a  reso- 
lution looking  to  Vance's  resignatitm  and  another  election.  There  was  great  interest  on 
this  question,  and  a  caucus  of  the  Democrats  called  with  a  view  to  ^ttle  the  matter, 
when,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1871,  Mr.  Cowles,  a  senator  in  the  North  Carolina  legisla- 
ture, read  from  his  place  in  the  senate  this  letter  from  Hon.  John  Pool,  now  Senator  in 
Congress,  and  this  assurance  quieted  the  legislature,  and  no  action  was  taken. 
This  letter  is  herewith  presented. 

A.  C.  Cowles,  esq.,  the  senator  from  Yadkin  County,  recently  wrote  to  Hon.  John 
Pool  at  Washington  in  regard  to  the  prospect  of  Governor  Vance  obtaining  his  seat,  and 
received  the  following  answer: 

"*  Senate  Chamber, 
"  *  Washington  City,  3Iarch  17,  1871. 

"  *  My  Dear  Sir:  You  ask  me  as  an  old  friend  to  tell  you  candidly  if  Governor  Vance 
is  likely  to  be  relieved.  The  Senate  committee  has  just  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief,  and 
it  will  pass  next  December,  if  not  before.  In  the  present  state  of  things  here  it  may  not 
be  acted  upon  this  session,  as  Congress  refuses  to  take  up  any  business  except  some  few 
special  matters.  But  even  at  this  disadvantage  Vance  stands  a  good  chance  of  being 
relieved  before  we  adjourn.  Many  Senators  heretofore  opposed  will  vote  for  him  now. 
If  Congress  remains  in  session  two  weeks  he  will  be  relieved  at  this  session.  The  House 
would  pass  the  bill  by  an  immense  minority.  I  hardly  have  a  doubt  as  to  his  final  relief 
early  in  the  next  session. 

"  *  I  have  not  time  to  write  more  fiilly. 
"'Very  truly,  &c., 

"*JOHN  POOL.'" 


((I 
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VIEWS  or  THE  MIXORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  05    PBrVTLEGES  ASJ>  EL£CTIO!C& 

Febbuaby  28,  1872. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Carpenter  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Senate  to  present  the  following  as  the 
views  of  the  minority: 

\  miDority  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Joi^ph  C.  Abbott,  who  claims  to  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  body  as  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  for  the  term  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  3ian^  A.  D. 
1871,  respecUuJly  submit  the  following  report: 

The  gravity  of  the  question  now  for  the  first  time  directly  presented  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  £act  that  the  decuion  which  shall  be  made  in  this  case  will  be  a  precedent,  render  it 
desirable  that  the  question  shonld  be  fally  considered;  and  believing  that  the  ohm:  nsioo 
arrived  at  by  the  committee  is  erroneous  in  law,  we  present  to  the  Senate  the  reasons 
which  have  compelleil  us  to  dissent. 

TTie  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Article  I,  section  5,  provides: 

'"  Each  Honse  .ihall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its 
own  members.'' 

The  duty  cast  npon  the  Senate  by  this  provision  of  the  Constitution  is  judicial  in  char- 
'jwter.  We  may  not  inquire  or  consider  what  party  interests  demand;  whether  it  would 
appear  impartial  to  decide  against  a  political  friend,  or  whether  a  decision  in  his  favor 
woald  be  condemned  in  political  circles.  The  question  to  bedetermined  is  one  of  strict 
right,  depending  upon  legal  principles,  as  settled  by  former  decisions,  parliamentary  and 
jodicial :  and  we  have  no  more  right  than  a  judge  upon  the  bench  to  turn  away  firom  the 
law  to  consider  the  political  or  partisan  interests  involved  in  the  case  or  to  be  affected 
by  the  decision. 

The  case  is  this:  On  the  4th  of  March,  1871,  the  term  of  service  of  Joseph  C.  Abbott 
as  Senator  from  North  Carolina  expired.  On  the  second  Tuesday 'of  its  session,  in  No- 
vember. I  ^^70,  the  day  prescribed  by  law,  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  firom  that  State  for  the  succeeding  term  of  six 
yearn,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871,  with  the  following  result: 

In  the  house  of  representatives: 

Voces. 

Zehnlon  B.  Vance  received _> 63 

Joseph  C.  Abbott  received 32 

Scattering 10 

Members  present-- - -  105 

In  the  senate: 

Zehnlon  B.  Vance  received 32 

Joseph  C.  Abbott  received , 11 

Scattering ., 5 

Members  present.- 48 

these  numbers  constituting  a  quorum  of  each  house  of  the  legislature  respectively. 

On  the  following  day  the  two  houses,  in  the  usual  form,  declared  that  Tance  had  re- 
<!eive<l  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  both  houses,  and  was  duly  elected  for  the  said  term. 

Had  Vance  been  qualified  to  serve,  there  would  be  no  question  as  to  his  right.  But 
he  was  disqualified  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  reason  that  he  had  l^een  a  member  of  the  Congress  prior  to  the  rebellion,  and,  as 
such  member,  had  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
daring  the  rebellion  he  had  acted  as  colonel  in  the  rebel  army,  and  taken  anoathof  aUe- 
giam.'e  to  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America;  and  he  had  acted  as  governor  of 
the  rebel  State  of  North  Carolina  from  August,  1862,  to  April,  1865;  and  this  disquali- 
fication was  notorious — known  to  all  the  members  of  the  legislature  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  and  to  all  the  people  of  that  State.  The  fact  that  Vance  was  known  to  the 
members  of  the  legislature  who  voted  for  him  for  Senator  to  be  disqualified  is  not  contro- 
verted. On  the  contrary.  General  Ransom,  who  claims  to  have  been  subsequently 
elected,  upon  the  resignation  of  Vance,  was  heard  before  your  committee,  and  frankly 
admitted  that  the  fact  that  Vance  was  disqualified  was  well  known  to  all  the  members 
of  both  houses  of  the  l^cislature  at  the  time  of  his  pretended  election. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  election  which  was  held,  as  before  stated,  conferred 
no  right  upon  Vance  to  a  seat  in  this  body;  but  Abbott,  who  was  qualified,  and  who  re- 
ceived the  next  highest  number  of  votes  cast,  and  a  minority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for 
<iualified  candidates  in  both  houses,  insists  that  he  was  elected  at  said  election,  and  l3 
now  entitled  to  the  seat;  and  this  is  the  question  to  be  determined. 

The  Constitution,  Article  I,  section  4,  provides: 

^'Tbe  tunes,  places,  and  maimer  of  holding  elections  for  Senatoisand  Representatives 
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shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  legislature  thereof,  but  Congress  may  at  any 
time,  by  law,  make  and  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Sen- 
ators. ' ' 

The  election  of  Senators  is  thus,  by  the  Constitution,  committed  to  the  regulation  of 
the  respective  States,  except  so  lar  as  Congress,  under  this  provision,  may  legislate  upon 
the  subject.     The  only  act  of  Congress  applicable  is  that  ol  July  ^lii,  IbGii,  as  Mlows: 

*  *  That  the  legislature  of  each  State  which  shall  be  chosen  next  preceding  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  any  Senator  was  elected  to  represent  said  State  in  Congress 
shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  meeting  and  organization  thereof,  proceed  to  elect 
a  Senator  in  Congress  in  place  of  such  Senator  so  going  out  of  office,  in  the  following 
manner:  Each  house  shall  openly,  by  a  viva  voce  vote  of  etich  member  present,  name  one 
person  for  Senator  in  Congress  from  said  State,  and  the  name  of  the  pei-son  so  voted  for 
who  shall -have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  each  house  shall  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal  of  each  house  by  the  clerk  or  secretary  thereof;  but  if  either  house 
shall  fail  to  give  such  majority  to  any  person  on  said  day,  that  fact  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journal.  At  12  o'clock  meridian  of  the  day  following  that  on  which  proceedings  are 
required  to  take  place,  as  aforesaid,  the  members  of  the  two  houses  shall  convene  iu  joint 
assembly,  and  the  journal  of  each  house  shall  then  be  read,  and  if  the  same  person  shall 
have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  in  each  house,  such  person  shall  be  declared 
duly  elected  Senator  to  represent  said  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  but  if 
the  same  person  shall  not  have  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  crast  in  each  house,  or  if 
either  house  shall  have  failed  to  take  proceedings  as  required  by  this  act,  the  joint 
assembly  shall  then  proceed  to  choose,  by  a  rica  rocr  vote  of  each  member  present,  a  per- 
son lor  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  a  person  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  said 
joint  assembly,  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  l>oth  houses  being  present  and 
voting,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected;  and  in  case  no  person  shall  receive  such  majority 
on  the  tirst  day,  the  joint  assembly  shall  meet  at  12  o'clock  meridian  of  each  succeeding 
day  during  the  session  of  the  legislature,  and  take  at  least  one  vote  until  a  Senator  shall 
be' elected. ''—(U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  14,  page  253.) 

This  act  was  intended  to  assure  the  election  of  a  Senator  by  the  action  of  the  two 
houses  separately,  or  in  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  in  that  mode,  then  by  joint  assembly  of 
the  two  houses  commencing  on  the  following  day  and  continuing  day  after  day  until  a 
result  should  be  reached.  This  act  deserves  a  careful  consideration,  because  it  is  insisted 
that  the  conclu.sions  herein  arrived  at  are  in  conflict  with  its  provisions.  In  regard  to 
election  by  the  houses  separately  it  is  provided: 

*'  iCach  house  shall  openly,  by  a  viva  race  vote  of  each  member  present,  name  one  per86n 
for  Senator  in  Congress  from  said  State,  and  the  name  of  the  person  so  voted  for  who  shall 
have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  each  house  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journal  of  each  hou.se  by  the  clerk  or  secretary  thereof." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  this  act  does  not  attempt  to  determine  what  shall  be  a  quorum 
of  each  house,  but  leaves  that  question  to  be  determined  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  State,     By  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina  it  is  provided: 

"Neither  hou.se  shall  proceed  upon  public  bu.siness  unless  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers are  actually  present." 

It  is  not  necessary  that  all  the  members  should  participate  in  the  transaction  of  public 
business  by  either  house,  but  merely  that  a  majority  of  all  the  members  should  actually 
be  present  in  each  house.  But  in  providing  lor  an  election  by  the  joint  assembly  of  the 
two  houses  the  act  of  Congress  does  provide  that  in  such  election — 

*'The  person  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  said  joint  assembly,  a  miyority 
of  all  the  meml>ers  elected  to  both  houses  being  present  and  voting,  shall  be  declared  duly 
elected." 

The  diflerence  in  these  two  provisions  is  not  one  of  phraseology  merely,  but  of  sub- 
Htance.  In  the  election  by  the  two  houses  separately  in  North  Carolina,  if  a  nuyority  of 
the  members  elected  to  each  house  are  actually  present,  the  person  who  shall  receive  the 
highest  number  of  votes  cast,  though  that  may  be  less  than  half  of  a  constitutional  quo- 
rum, is  to  be  declared  elected;  but  in  the  election  by  the  joint  assembly  it  is  not  enough 
that  a  candidate  should  receive  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  but  he  must  receive  a 
majority  of  "all  the  votes  of  the  said  joint  assembly — a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  both  houses  being  present  and  voting."  These  provisions  are  so  materially 
different  that  the  variation  cannot  be  regarded  as  accidental,  and  the  reason  for  the  dis- 
tin(;tion  is,  no  doubt,  that  the  act  intended  to  leave  the  matters  of  a  quorum  and  the 
procxjedmgs  of  the  houses  acting  separately  to  be  regulated  by  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  State,  but  the  act  intended  to  provide  what  should  be  necessary  to  constitute  a 
quorum  and  make  an  election  iu  the  joint  assembly — ^a  body  created  by  the  act,  and 
whose  pro(*eedings  might  not  be  regulated  by  the  constitution  of  the  State. 

It  is  only  necessiiry  in  this  case  to  consider  the  eflfect  of  the  proceedings  in  the  two 
houses  on  the  lirst  diiy,  because  it  is  upon  those  proceedings  Mr.  Abbott  founds  his  claim. 
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If  hfe  was  legally  elected  on  that  day  the  subsequent  proceedings  by  the  joint  assembly 
could  not  allect  his  right,  nor  can  such  claim  be  affected  by  any  subsequent  proceedings 
of  the  legislature.  His  claim  depends  upon  the  legal  efiect  of  what  took  place  in  the 
two  houses  on  the  first  day  of  the  election. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  relation  to  election  by  the  two  houses 
and  by  the  joint  assembly  are  substantially  the  same,  because  it  is  provided  by  the  act 
thatr— 

*'  Each  house  shall  openly,  by  avitxi  voce  vote  of  each  member  present,  name  one  peison 
for  Senator,  &c.,  and  the  name  of  the  person  so  voted  for  who  shall  have  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  each  house  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal, ''  &c. 

And  hence  it  results  that  to  be  elected  on  the  first  day  the  person  must  have  a  major- 
ity of  all  the  members  present.  But  this  construction,  which  is  equivalent  to  saying 
that,  to  make  an  election,  every  member  must  vote,  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  single 
member  of  the  legislature  to  defeat  an  election  on  that  day.  This  could  not  have  b^n 
intended,  and  that  clause  must  be  regarded  as  relating  merely  to  the  manner  of  voting; 
and  if  a  number  of  votes  are  cast  for  a  qualified  candidate,  and  the  other  members  refuse 
to  vote  at  all,  then  the  person  ''who  shall  have  a  m^ority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes 
cast"  must  be  deemed  elected. 

The  provision  concerning  the  jpint  assembly  is  materially  different.  There  it  is  pro- 
vided: 

**  The  joint  assembly  shall  then  proceed  to  choose,  by  a  viva  voce  vote  of  each  member 
present,  a  i>erson  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  a  person  having  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
of  the  said  joint  assembly,  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses  l)eiug 
present  and  voting,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected." 

The  clause  '  ^  a  person  having  a  m^'ority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  said  joint  assembly,  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses  being  present  and  voting,"  undoubtedly 
requires  that  to  make  an  election  a  candidate  must  receive  a  number  of  votes  greater 
than  half  of  the  mfiyority  of  both  hou-ses.  The  diflference  between  the  two  provisions  is 
this:  if  a  majority  or  quorum  of  each  house  are  actually  present  when  each  house  proceeds 
to  the  election  on  the  first  day,  the  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast  is 
elected,  though  receiving  less  than  half  of  a  majority .^  But  in  the  joint  assembly  it  is 
necessary  to  an  election  that  a  candidate  should  receive  the  votes  of  more  than  half  of  a 
majority  of  both  houses. 

It  is  a  well-established  rule  for  construing  statutes  that  every  clause,  phrase,  and  word 
must  be  deemed  to  have  been  added  to  the  statute  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  some 
end  that  would  not  be  accx)mpliBhed  without  it. 

Dwarris  on  Statutes  (Potter's  edition,  1871),  198,  says: 

' '  It  is  a  safe  method  of  interpreting  statutes  to  give  effect  to  the  particular  words  of 
the  enacting  clauses.  For  when  the  legislature  in  the  same  sentence  uses  different 
words  the  courts  of  law  will  presume  that  they  were  used  in  order  to  express  different 
ideas.  So,  if  there  be  a  material  alteration  in  the  language  used  in  the  different  clauses, 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  legislature  knew  how  to  use  terms  applicable  to  the  subject- 
matter.  'The  several  inditing  and  penning  of  the  different  branches,'  said  the  judges 
in  Edrick's  case,  *  doth  argue  that  the  maker  did  intend  a  difference  of  the  purviews  and 
remedies. ' ' ' 

To  the  same  effect,  see  Rex  vs.  Bolton  (5  Barn,  and  Cres.,  74). 

Applying  this  familiar  precept  to  the  statute  before  us,  it  must  be  held  that  the  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  an  election  by  the  joint  assembly  requiring  a  person  to  revive  * '  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  said  joint  assembly,"  which  is  not  found  in  the  act  in 
relation  to  an  election  by  the  two  houses  acting  separately,  was  added  for  the  purpose 
of  requiring  in  one  case  what  was  not  necessary  in  the  other.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
same  thing  ought  to  be  required  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  and  that  the  act  of 
Congress  ought  not  to  be  so  construed  as  to  permit  an  election  by  the  minority  in  one 
case  and  to  Ibrbid  it  in  the  other.  But  the  answer  to  this  is  obvious.  Before  the  passage 
of  this  act  the  States  elected  Senators  by  various  methods;  some  by  a  joint  assembly  of 
both  houses  and  some  by  the  action  of  the  two  houses  separately.  In  those  States  which 
elected  by  the  latter  method  the  houses  might  sometimes  disagree,  and  thus  defeat  an 
election.  It  was  the  manifest  intention  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  afford  to  a  legislature 
the  opportunity  of  electing  a  Senator  by  the  separate  action  of  the  houses,  and  in  doing 
so  to  leave  the  whole  detail  of  the  election  to  be  regulated  by  the  parliamentary  usage 
of  the  State.  But  in  providing  for  an  election  by  the  joint  assembly,  a  method  not  in 
use  in  some  of  the  States,  it  was  necessary  to  provide  what  should  be  a  quorum,  and 
what  should  be  necessary  to  an  election. 

As  the  act  of  Congress  does  not  affect  the  question  under  consideration,  resort  must  be 
had  to  the  precedents  and  authorities,  English  and  American. 

It  is  admitted  that  when  the  electors  vote  for  a  disqualified  candidate,  in  ignorance  of 
(lis  disqualification,  the  eleption  is  void,  and  mpst  b^  remitted  to  the  elective  body. 
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^Bnt  it  is  insisted  that  where,  as  in  this  case,  the  electors  (the  members  of  the  two  houses) 
had  full  knowledge  of  the  disqualification,  votes  cast  for  such  person  are  considered  as 
thrown  away,  and  the  qualified  candidate  receiving  the  next  highest  number  of  votes, 
and  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast  for  qualified  candidates,  is  elected.  If  this  proposition 
is  well  grounded,  Mr.  Abbott  is  entitled  to  a  seat;  and  this  is  the  precise  question  upon 
which  we  are  to  consult  the  authorities. 

Mr.  Abbott  furnished  to  your  committee  a  printed  brief  containing  references  to  and 
quotations  from  the  decisions  upon  this  question  from  the  earliest  times,  which  quota- 
tions are  embodied  in  this  report. 

Kogers  on  Elections  (ed.  1847,  ch.  7)  says: 

**  The  principle  upon  which  courts  of  law  have  acted  in  such  cases  is  broad  and  uni- 
form, and  is  thus  laid  down,  and  the  authorities  all  cited  by  Lord  Ellenborough  in 
pronouncing  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in  the  case  of  Rex  vs.  Hawkins 
(A.  D.  1808),  10  East,  211,  which  judgment  was  afl&rmed  upon  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords  (2  Dow,  124). 

**The  general  proposition  that  votes  given  for  a  candidate  after  notice  of  his  being 
ineligible  are  to  be  considered  the  same  as  if  the  person  had  not  voted  at  all  is  supported 
by  the  cases  of  The  Queen  vs.  Boscawen,  E.  T.,  13  Anne,  1713;  The  King  vs.  Withers,  E. 
T.,  8  Geo.  n,  1835;  Taylor  vs.  Mayor  of  Bath,  M.,  15  Geo.  II,  1742,  all  of  which  are 
cited  in  Cowper,  537,  in  King  vs.  Monday  (A.  D.  1777).  In  the  firet,  Boscawen  and 
Boberts,  the  two  candidates,  had  an  equal  number  of  votes,  but  because  Boscawen  was 
incapable,  the  votes  given  for  him  were  considered  as  thrown  away,  and  the  other  duly 
elected.  In  the  second  case,  Withers  had  five  votes  out  of  eleven,  and  the  other  six 
refusing  to  vote  at  all,  the  court  held  Withers  duly  elected,  and  the  six  who  refused  to 
vote  were  virtually  consenting  to  the  election  of  Withers.  In  the  third  case,  Taylor, 
Biggs,  and  Kingston  were  candidates.  Biggs  was  objected  to  as  a  disqualified  person, 
notwithstanding  which  Biggs  had  14  votes,  Taylor  13,  and  Kingston  only  1.  Then  Lord 
Chief-Justice  Lee,  at  nisi  priuSj  directed  the  jury  that  if  they  were  satisfied  that  the 
electors  had  notice  of  Biggs's  want  of  qualification  they  should  find  for  the  plaintiff 
(Taylor),  because  Biggs,  not  being  qualified,  was  to  be  considered  as  a  person  not  in 
esse,  and  the  voting  for  him  a  mere  nullity.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintifif,  and  the 
court,  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  agreed  with  the  law  as  laid  down  by  lK>rd  Chief- Justice 
Lee,  and  refused  a  new  trial.  The  same  principle  has  been  act^  on  in  the  case  of 
Claridge  vs.  Evelyn  (1821),  5  B.  and  A.,  81,  where  an  infant,  having  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  clerk  of  a  court  of  requests,  notice  was  given  at  the  time  of  his  election  of  his 
ineligibility  on  the  ground  of  nonage.  An  action  was  brought  for  a  false  return  by  the 
unsuccessful  candidate,  and  a  verdict  given  for  the  plaintiff,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench.  At  the  closeof  his  judgment,  after  argument,  Abbott,  C.  J. ,  said : 
*Iam  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  he  (the  in^t)  was  ineligible;  and  due  notice  of  his  inca- 
pacity having  been  given  to  the  electors  at  the  time  of  his  election,  their  votes  were 
thrown  away,  and  consequentl^r  there  must  be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff.'  ( Vide  also 
B.  vs.  Coe.*  Haywood  on  County  Elections.  538;  R.  vs.  Parry  &  Phillips  (1787),  14  East, 
549;  B.  vs.  Bridge  (1811),  1  M.  &  S.,  76.) 

"Fife,  1  Luders,  435  (A.  D.  1785-'90):  General  Skene  was  elected.  Mr.  H.  gave 
notice  at  the  poll  that  General  Skene  was  incapacitated  by  reason  of  holding  the  offices 
of  bag^tge-master  to  the  forces  and  inspector  of  the  roads,  and  petitioned  upon  those 
objections.  The  committee  seated  Mr.  Henderson,  on  the  ground  that  the  novel  crea- 
tion of  one  of  the  offices  was  notorious  and  within  Anne,  c.  7,  s.  625  (a). 

**Cockermouth  (1717),  18  Joum.,  673:  The  votes  were,  for  Sir  Wilfred  Lawson  90,  for 
Lord  Percy  Sey more  84.  The  former  had  been  proved  at  the  election  to  be  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.     The  House  seated  Lord  Percy  Seymour. 

"Flintshire,  1  Peck,  526  (1802-1806) :  The  facts  and  decisions  the  same  as  in  the  case 
of  Cockermouth.  ii 

"Second  South wark  (Clifford,  130,  1796):  The  former  committee  having  resolved, 
'that  at  the  last  election  for  the  borough  of  Southwark  G.  W.  Thellusson,  esq.,  did  act 
in  violation  of  the  statute  of  the  7  W.  Ill,  c.  4,  whereby  he  is  incapacitated  to  serve  in 
Parliament  upon  such  election,' and  notice  having  been  given  of  this  resolution,  the 
petitioner  was  seated  with  a  minority  of  votes. 

"Second  C^terbary  (Clifford,  353):  The  first  committee  merely  declared  that  neither 
of  the  sitting  members  was  duly  elected,  and  that  the  election  was  void.  The  second 
committee  found  specially  that  the  first  election  was  declared  void  for  bribery  and  cor- 
rupt practices  only;  and  having  heard  evidence  that  notice  was  given  at  the  election  of 
the  ineligibility  of  the  sitting  members  on  account  of  bribery  and  corruption  at  the 
former  election,  and  that  copies  of  the  opinions  of  three  counsel,  all  stating  that  the  sitting 
members  were  ineligible,  were  read,  seated  the  petitioners  with  the  minority  of  votes. 
(Kirkcudbright,  1  Luders,  12  ante,  12  et  seq.;  Radnorshire,  1  Peck,  496;  Leominster,  1  C. 
&  D.,  12;  and  2  Dungarvon  case  K.  &  Ambl.,  6). 

"  Leominster  (1827),  C.  &  D.,  1:  Objection  made  that  the  candidate  had  de^dined  to 
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t;»ki-  tin*  <|n:»lili<  utioii  oath  when  nHHU'st«'(l  sc)  to  do.     Hbj  return  declared  void  and  the 
p<'tiiioiirr  sratfH." 

H.iy\v«Mt<l  on  ('(.uiity  l!l«rtioii«<,  .">:>.'».  s;iys: 

"  It  iiu\^\  In'  n  iiiciiilHicd,  howt'ver,  that  in  ruM'  a  caiuiidntc  hil)orin>;  under disabili- 
th's  sliniiid  Im'  irtuiiU'ii.  tlir  I'K-ctioii  will  ]m>  avoided  nn  {M'tition;  and  that  if,  bi^fore  the 
eliTti.in  ruiiMSiin.  in"  a  luajoritv  has  jH»lhd.  sutlii'it'nt  notiie  has  he«*n  puhlicly given  of 
hif*  disil»ilii\,  tin*  uii*«n(<i>>liil  ian<li<Iate  next  to  him  <m  the  p<»Il  must  ultimately  be 
the  sitlin;' uii-mlicr.  Whrn  the  «Ii'*ahililv  of  the  candidate  i.s  notorious,  it 

hhould  MM-m  that  it  \\;i>  not  iKM-e-*s;irv  tt)  ;;ivf  nt»tiee  to  the  t-lwtors.'' 

llov  on  Klretum-t  nil.  1-^Hi.  |»ii<;i'  :.'.'»<>.  xiy.«<: 

••  \\  there  he  noothei  ramliilatr  than  th»*iMTson  ineapaeitaled,  the  election  will  Deixs- 
siiriiy  Im"  \oid;  hut  if,  lu-'^ides  >urh  ineai)aeitated  person,  there  1m^  also  one  or  more  can- 
«lidates.  it  is  a  vt-ry  in»p«)rtant  «|nestinn  whether,  in  etinstijueniH*  of  the  ineaiKic'ity  of 
the  inrnn'r,  tlu' « lector^  an-  to  he  en  lied  up(»n  to  reconsider  their  choice,  or  whether  I  hey 
art'  to  Im-  repn'-rnted  hy  tin'  ^-tjniid  in  nuinlHT  uinni  the  jMdl,  he  in  ivality  being  rcfcardcd 
the  iir>t  l»v  rrason  ni'tlie  nullitv  oithc  Manehis««  jrjvi'n  to  the  other  c:mdidate».  It  will 
hv  sei-n  that  th«*  latter  projMi-iti.in  is  that  whirh  constitutes  the  law  in  cftses  where 
nii>;ippli»ation  ot"  the  rranchi-f  hy  the  electors  was  willful,  and  therefore  made  in  their 
own  wiout:." 

Mah- Oil  liirttiun-'.  '.V.Mi,  s;i\-: 

"If  tin*  «-hMtii»n  is  made  of  a  pi'i-Muuir  iM-r^nns  iui'ligihle.  such  eh»<'tion  i«  void  either 
in  /i*^*  or  of  on<*  otily,  a<-conlin;^  a-  thr  int'li;iil>ility  appli«*s  to  all  or  one  only,  where 
that  iiK  li^ihility  i-^  char  and  {Hiinted  out  to  tlic  elfctors  at  the  {Mill.  It  lias  l)een  held 
that  thi-  \otcs  ^i\i*n  to  such  infli«;ihli*  candidate,  after  ntitice,  art*  thn>wn  away,  and  a 
coni|Mtttnr.  though  clurscn  h\  a  sinallrr  numhiTof  elrrtors,  haH  in  sacli  nve  been  held 
duly  tliMt'  d. 

"  I'lUt  -n<  h  inrlii:ihdity  out;ht  to  Ih-  clfar.  and  i; rounded  u|M>n  some  known  and  nettled 
rule  nf  law.  rii<*  Mtiie  do«-iiine  liolds  at  law  in  the  ch>eti<m  to  ol1tct*H  in  which,  after 
notii'i-  of  thr  inrli;rihility  of  any  parti<  iilar  r.indiilati>.  the  votrs  given  to  him  are  held  to 
l»c  tlnow  II  away.* 

(li  ik  4)11  liliTtions.  paiif  l.MJ,  siys: 

"  \Vhrne\rr  a  raiididate  is  disi|ualilii-d  fntin  sitting  in  rarliaiuent.  and  notice  thereof 
is  puhlirly  given  to  the  eh-i-tor^:,  ail  tlu'  v<it<'s  given  for  such  disiiujditied  candidate  will 
1m>  con^idind  a^  thiown  away.  an<i  the  other  can<li<late,  with  a  minority  of  votes,  will' 
1n'  in  {Kisiiion  tui-iaini  the  <e.il  i>n  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  <Iisi)ua1ifimtion,  and  that 
HUflirit-nt  notiiT  ha>  ln-en  nix  en  of  it  to  theeh-t'tor^. " 

i  Ky«l  on  rurpor.ilnm*..  \'l,  s.iy**: 

'Two  rei|ui-sites  .III"  iieee<-.iiy  ti»  uiaLe  a  giHHl  elect  ion:  1.  A  (*:i|iucity  in  tll«»  clectonL 
*i  A  eapaeiiy  in  tin*  ileeti-d.  And  unless  Im  it  h  «'<meur  theelwtion  is  a  nullity.  With 
resjM'et  to  the  (ap.ieitv  nf  the  eh  i>t(ii>..  tlii'ir  right  is  this:  'I'hey  c:iiinot  nay  there  aball 
he  no  eleetion,  hut  the>  .ii*!-  tiiehMt:  tlierelore,  though  th4*y  uhiy  vote  and  prefer  one 
to  nil  an  oiViee,  thev  (.iiinid  «<  ly  '*ueh  a  one  >hall  not  Im*  prcjerred:  orhy  merely  aaying 
wedi'^^eiit  toe\eiy  ii]ie  ]i; ii|him'i1.  pi'eveiit  auv  ehs't loii  at  all.  Their  riglitM  ooiurist  in 
an  atliiin  itivi-.  Uiit  a  III  ^.iii\e  de4-l.ii.itioii.  <'onoe<|Uently.  there  is  no  effect nal  mesne 
iif  xotin^  again-^t  one  man  hut  hy  \otini;  t'<»r  another:  an<i  even  then,  if  nuch  other  per* 
xf»n  he  ui)i|ualilied.  and  the  elntor  lia^  notiee  of  liis  inea]>:icity.  his  vote  will  be  thrown 
awa> .  " 

<ir.iiii  nil  «  nrjMjration-..  ln;».  -six.-. 

"When  the  iueligihility  ot'.i  c.indidate  ari.-M's  froin  his  holding  or  having  held  ft  pnblic 
otU«'*'.  the  iH-ii|ile  within  thi>  juris^lietion  of  such  ofl'ice  an<  held  in  law  to  know  and  an 
(haiLii '.iltie  wiiii  iifituc  of  ^ueh  in«*ligihility 

Xod  I  a  p.tj-'  ".Ml-"  lie  say*' 

'  \  ih-jn  .litie.itiiiii.  iKitent  or  noiorioii'*.  .tt  itiKf  cauM's  th«'  vol ch  given  f<»r  the  candi- 
date l.iliiiiii;;  unthr  it  ti»  he  thmwn  away 

Xiiiidil  i»ii  ('(iriMtr.itioiii^,  Ml.  ^i\*«: 

'  I'll*-  general  rule  may  he  stated  thicx;  Ii  .1  lanilidate  for  an  otlh'c  is  ineligible  at  the 
tnip'ot  the  eleetion  h\  reason  of  any  di«><|u:i!iiii  .It  ion,  and  piihlie  iKitice  ot'stich  diiiqaali- 
ti.ttion  io  uiveti  .It  till'  eleetioM.  :i)|  \i>ii^  u!\eii  for  that  eandi<late  after  such  notice  ate 
thrown  .iwa\  :  ami  if  thtM'e  an-  o:hir  eliiiMi  i  itiiliilate-^.  the  one  who  ha^  the  largeei 
nuMihi  r  4»f  \i»Ti  •*  will  In- duly  t  l»M:ei|  "-  -    I  ../.   \i.  »..  Hawkins.  \v.\ 

III  Kini:  *•-..  I'.irry    in  1^11  .  M  l!a-i     .VV».  it  wa-  ruled: 

'Whi-n  a  e.miliilate  1-  di«<|u.iliti«  d  for<>itMMiin  rarliaiuent.  and  notice  thorfof  is  given 
to  t III- electois.  all  vtiti-s  i:i\en  tor  sui  h  e.i'idid.itr  will  Ih-  iiitiHidef* d  thrown  away,  and 
th«-  other  candidate,  with  a  minority  oi'  \o:i».  will  U*  in  a  iHi^ition  to  <'Iaini  the  scat 
pifHif  nf  the  I  xi-teliei"  of  th»-  disi|Uallliea:i'ins  ' 

In  liex  rn.  iMi^ell.  iijiiiii  a  motion  for  a  in  w  tri.d.  I^»rtl  Man-field,  interrupting 

M'i  for  the  I'ntwn.  who  w.is  .lI::lnn^  th.it  the  ilihipialiiication  was  not  notorinuA,  said: 

*'  1K>  you  doubt  that,  if  he  i-  really  ilbMiiuilitied,  whether  Huch  disqaalificationii: 
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after  notice  that  he  is  not  qualified,  their  votes  are  thrown  away,  and  the  person  having 
the  next  majority,  and  not  appearing  to  he  disqualified,  is  duly  elected." 

This  Buhject  has  been  discussed  at  difierent  times  in  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
and  it  has  been  unilormly  decided  that  votes  given  ibr  candidates  constitutionally  ineli- 
gible should  be  regarded  the  same  as  blank  votes.  In  1843  an  effort  was  made  to  change 
this  parliamentary  rule,  and  a  majority  of  the  committee  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  '^not  in  accordance  with  the  constitution 
and  laws  for  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  to  reject  in  making  up  the  count  the 
ballots  cast  for  ineligible  candidates."  A  minority  of  the  committee  submitted  an 
advei*8e  report,  saying: 

**The  fact  that  the  votes  given  for  ineligible  candidates,  when  the  two  houses  have 
met  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  filling  vacancies  in  certain  offices,  have  been  rejected 
from  the  count,  is  of  long  standing;  and  that  no  evil  has  resulted  from  such  practice  is 
of  itself  a  sufficient  reasou  why  a  different  rule  should  not  be  established.  It  is  time 
enough  to  provide  a  remedy  when  an  evil  is  found  to  exist,  and  not  in  anticipation  of 
an  evil.  This  it  is  believed  is  a  safe  course  in  all  cases:  *  *  *  The  practice  of  reject- 
ing blank  pieces  of  paper,  although  they  inay  have  the  form  and  shape  of  the  actual 
votes  which  are  cast,  is  believed  to  be  uniform  everywhere.  The  reason  for  the  rejection 
of  such  paper  is  that  it  is  not  a  voice  given  and  numbered;  that  no  one  is  designated 
who  can  be  elected. 

**It  is,  however,  no  less  an  expression  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  candidate  voted  for  by 
other  persons,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  than  it  would  be  if  it  bore  the  name  of  an  imag- 
inary being  or  a  person  ineligible.  In  both  cases  it  is  not  a  vote  and  should  not  so  be 
treated.  So  far  as  precedents  can  be  found,  the  practice  of  rejecting  from  the  count 
votes  cast  for  an  ineligible  candidate  is  not  peculiar  to  the  convention  of  the  two  houses 
in  the  Massachusetts  legislature.  It  has  obtained  more  or  less  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  Great  "Britain.  *  *  * 
Inasmuch  as  the  custom  has  obtained,  for  aught  that  appears,  from  time  immemorial 
to  reject  such  votes,  the  undersigned  take  leave  to  submit  that  the  proposed  resolution 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee  is  uncalled  for,  and  that  no  further  action  be  had  on 
such  order." 

The  house  laid  the  resolution  of  the  majority  on  the  table,  thus  in  effect  adopting  the 
report  of  the  minority. — (Cushing*s  Reports  of  Contested  Elections  in  Massachusetts, 
page  499. ) 

The  subject  was  again  discussed,  and  the  decision  reaffirmed,  that  votes  cast  for  in- 
eligible candidates  should  be  thrown  away.  In  1849  Mr.  Slade  was  returned  as  the 
duly  elected  representative  of  the  town  of  Somerset,  and  his  seat  was  contested  for  the 
reason,  among  others,  that  a  ballot  for  Nathaniel  |dorton,  of  Taunton,  for  member  of 
Congress,  was  thrown  out  by  the  judges  of  election. 

The  committee,  in  their  report  declaring  Mr.  Slade  lawfully  entitled,  discussecl  this 
qnestion  as  follows: 

**The  policy  of  the  law  requires  that  such  a  construction  should  be  put  upon  all 
proceedings  at  elections  as  to  make  such  proceedings  valid  rather  than  nugatory.  An 
election  is  always  attended  with  trouble,  inconvenience,  and  expense,  and  should  not 
be  set  aside  for  light  or  frivolous  causes.  If  votes  cast  by  mistake  for  persons  not  eli- 
gible are  to  be  counted,  then  the  intention  and  will  of  the  voter  is  defeated;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  such  votes  are  willfully  put  into  the  ballot-box,  the  person  who  thus  votes 
indicates  so  clearly  his  disregard  of  the  value  of  the  elective  franchise  that  it  is  only  a 
deserved  punishment  for  his  delinquency  to  deprive  his  vote  of  all  weight  and  influence 
at  such  election.  By  so  doing  a  voter  is  not  deprived  of  any  legitimate  exercise  of  his 
right,  because  he  can  always  manifest  his  opposition  to  any  one  candidate  by  voting  for 
some  other. — (Rex  vs.  Monday,  Cowper,  Lord  Mansfield  said  the  only  way  of  voting 
against  one  was  to  vote  for  another. ) 

** Finally,  it  seems  to  the  committee  that  there  is  no  reason  why  a  person  who  votes 
for  an  ineligible  candidate  should  not  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  one  who  does 
not  vote  at  all,  as  in  both  cases  the  parties  show  a  disposition  to  prevent  an  election, 
and  both  of  them  show  an  unwillingness  to  perform  their  duty'by  aiding  to  promote 
those  elections  which  are  absolutely  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  government.  For 
if  every  voter  refrained  wholly  from  voting,  or  voted  for  an  ineligible  candidate,  the 
result  would  be  the  same-^no  choice;  and  although  it  is  true  that  no  penalty  is  attached 
by  law  to  a  neglect  of  this  obligation  of  voting,  yet  the  obligation  is  not  the  less  plain 
for  that;  and  the  committee  believe  it  to  be  a  duty  too  important  to  be  neglected  and 
too  sacred  to  be  trifled  with  by  voting  for  fictitious  persons  or  ineligible  candidates. 
*  *  *  The  voter  who  puts  into  the  ballot-box  a  blank  piece  of  paper  as  clearly  indi- 
cates his  opposition  to  all  the  candidates  as  be  who  nuts  in  a  vote  for  an  ineligible  can- 
didate; and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  opinion  of  the  one  should  not  be 
entitled  to  consideration  as  well  as  that  of  the  other;" — (Report  agreed  to  April  10, 
1849.    See  Cushing,  Reports  Contested  Election  Cases,  Mass.,  page  676.) 


354  SENATE   ELECTION   CASES. 

cases,  the  law  reqaired  the  concnrrenoe  of  a  majority  of  the  electors  present  to  make  Um 
election  good.  In  none  of  them  could  it  be  stated  as  a  tenable  proposition  that  the  mi* 
nority  could  bind  the  majority,  or  make  a  good  election  n^iainst  their  votes.  In  mil  of 
them,  too,  the  numerical  migority  were  de  facto  opposed  to  the  clec-tion  made.  Yet  this 
fact  vfOB  never  considered  as  rendering  the  election  in  law  other  than  by  nn  actual  ma- 
jority." 

Cu.shing's  Lex Parliamfntaria  states  the  rule  as  follown: 

'Section  111.  Of  elections  of,  and  votes  given  for,  disqualified  persons. 

'*17r>.  If  an  election  is  made  of  a  person  who  is  ineligible,  that  is,  incapable  of  beii^ 
elected,  the  election  of  such  person  is  absolutely  void,  even  though  he  is  voted  for  at  the 
same  time  with  others  who  are  eligible  and  who  arc  accordingly  elected  (see  Male  on 
Elections,  336) ;  and  this  is  equally  true  whether  the  disability  is  known  to  the  eleeton 
or  not ;  whether  a  nuyority  of  all  the  votes  or  a  plurality  only  is  necessary  to  the  election; 
and  whether  the  votes  are  given  orally  or  by  ballot 

'*  176.  The  principle  above  applies  equally  where  the  constitution  or  law  points  oat, 
among  other  eligible  persons,  the  particular  candidates  to  he  voted  for;  in  which  caw 
votes  given  for  other  persons  are  void.  Thus  the  constitutions  of  Maine  and  MasBachn- 
setts,  providing  that,  in  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  senators  at  the  general  election,  the 
deficiency  shall  be  supplied  on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  by  such  aenaton 
!iH  shall  be  elected  and  the  members  of  the  other  branch  from  among  the  penons  voted 
tor  and  not  elected  as  senators.  All  votes  given  on  such  occasions  for  any  other  than  the 
<nndidato  designated  by  law,  though  otherwise  eligible,  are  thrown  avray. 

"177.  In  England,  where  a  plurality  only  is  necessary  to  an  election,  and  where  the 
voteti  are  given  orally,  it  is  also  held  that  if  electors  have  notice  of  the  disqnalificatiOD 
of  a  candidate,  every  vote  given  for  him  ailerward  will  be  thrown  away  and  considered 
uH  not  having  been  given  at  all.  (King  vn.  ftlonday,  Cowpcr's  KeportA,  537;  Rex  ce. 
Hawkins,  10  East's  Kep.,  211,  and  cases  there  cited;  2  Dow's  Kep.,  124;  Claridgece. 
Kvelyu,  5  Bamewall  and  Aid.  Hep.,  81 ;  Rex  rs.  Coe,  Hey  wood  on  County  Electiona,  538; 
l)oughis*s  Kep.,  398,  n.;  Kex  rn.  Blissell,  Heywood,  5^7]  Ilex  rs.  Parry,  14  East,  549; 
Kex  ri*.  Bridge,  1  Maule  and  Selwyn's  Rep.,  76.)  The  cficct  of  this  rule  is  that  not  only 
win  the  election  of  a  disqualified  person  be  held  void,  but  if  such  election  takes  place 
after  notice  of  the  disciualification  is  given  to  the  electors,  the  candidate  having  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  will  be  elected.  (Fife,  1  Luders,  45.);  Cockermonlli,  18 
Commons  Jour.,  672;  Flintshire,  1  Peckwell,  526;  Kouthwark,  2  CliflTord,  130;  Canter- 
bury, 2  Clifibnl,  35:$;  Kirkcudbright,  1  Ludens  72;  Radnorshire,  1  Peckwell.  496;  Leo- 
minster, Corbet,  and  Daniel,  1 ;  L^minster,  Rogers,  A  pp.  IX;  Cork  County,  Knapp  and 
Ambler,  4()6;  Belfast,  Falconer,  and  Fitzherbert,  6(K);  Rogers  on  Elections,  224.  8m 
also  Male  on  Elections,  336;  and  Abington,  1  I>ongIas,  410.)  This  doctrine,  bowerer 
hard  it  may  seem,  is  founded  in  the  familiar  principle  that  every  man  is  bound  to  know 
the  law  with  reference  loany  act  which  he  undertakes  to  do;  and  consequently  that 
when  an  elector  is  apprised  of  the  fact  of  disqualification  of  a  candidate,  and  notwilb- 
Ntanding  gives  his  vote  for  him,  the  elector  takes  uptm  himself  the  risk  of  losingbis 
vote,  if  his  constmction  of  the  law  turns  out  to  1)e  wrong.     (Rogers  on  Elections,  228.) 

"  17^.  In  this  country  it  is  equally  true  that  the  election  of  a  disqualified  person  to 
absolutely  void;  and  in  those  States  where  a  plurality  ehrts  and  where  the  votes  avs 
giv«'n  orally,  as  in  England,  votes  given  for  a  candidate  alter  notice  of  his  disqnalificih 
tion  are  thrown  away,  and  the  candidate  having  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  la 
eh-cted. 

**  170.  In  reference  to  elections  by  ballot,  in  which  secrecy  is  the  dtstingnishiiig  ftttt- 
ure,  and  in  which,  consequently,  neither  the  returning  olfii'ers  nor  the  eiecton  tbcm- 
selvi>s  are  supposed  to  know  for  whom  the  votes  are  given  until  the  result  is  dcdand, 
It  M>emN  not  unreasonable  to  consider  the  votes  for  ineligible  candidates  to  be  tbrawB 
;iway  in  all  cases,  and  the  opposing  candidate  elected,  where  the  electors  know,  or  miisl 
lie  presumed  to  know,  the  disability;  and  in  all  cases  where  then*  is  no  snch  actual  or 
presumed  knowIe<lge  to  hold  the  whole  proceeding  merely  void. 

*'  1H<).  In  reference  to  elect isns  in  which  an  absolute  majority  is  re«|uisite  to  a  cMee^ 
and  in  which,  consequently,  the  whole  number  of  votes  receiveit  is  first  to  be  asesr- 
tainc<I,  votes  given  for  ineligible  persons  must  of  coiir>e  lie  exclude<l  from  the  enonMr- 
ution.  for  the  reason  that  as  the  whole  balloting  would  Ite  void  ami  all  the  votes cxclndsd 
if  they  were  all  for  such  candidates,  it  would  lie  preposterous  to  enumerate  such  votss 
where  they  constitute  a  part  only  of  the  votes  given  in.  If,  in  conse<|nence  of  socil 
exclusion,  the  result  of  the  election  would  l>e  ditlen'ut  from  what  it  would  othenHis 
be,  the  whole  proceeding  most  perhaps  Ite  held  voi<I  or  valid  an^tmling  as  the  etcdois 
have  actual  or  personal  knowledge  of  the  ineligibility  of  tin-  |n.th)uh  lor  whom  the 
excluded  votes  are  given." 

To  the  same  effect  see  Wilson's  Digest  of  Parliamentary  Law,  pages  107-114. 

Angel  I  and  Ames  on  Corporations,  page  88,  n.  3,  sav: 

"  If  the  aseemblj  be  duly  oonTened,  and  the  miyontj  vole  for  an  unqoaliflsd 
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after  notice  that  he  is  not  qualified,  their  votes  are  thrown  away,  and  the  person  having 
the  next  majority,  and  not  appearing  to  be  disqualified,  is  duly  elected.*' 

This  subject  bus  been  discu>ssed  at  different  times  in  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
and  it  has  been  uiiiromily  decided  that  votes  given  for  candidates  constitutionally  ineli- 
gible should  be  regarded  the  same  as  blank  votes.  In  1843  an  effort  was  made  to  change 
this  {Kirliamentary  rule,  and  a  mujority  of  the  committee  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  '^not  in  accordance  with  the  constitution 
and  laws  for  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  to  reject  in  making  up  the  count  the 
ballots  cast  for  ineligible  candidates.''  A  minority  of  the  committee  submitted  an 
adverse  report,  sayiug: 

"The  fact  that  the  votes  given  for  ineligible  candidates,  when  the  two  houses  have 
met  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  filliug  vacancies  in  certain  offices,  have  been  rejected 
from  the  count,  is  of  long  standing;  and  that  no  evil  has  resulted  from  such  practice  is 
of  itself  a  sufficient  reasou  why  a  different  rule  should  not  be  established.  It  is  time 
enough  to  provide  a  remedy  when  an  evil  is  found  to  exist,  and  not  in  anticipation  of 
an  evil.  This  it  is  believed  is  a  safe  course  in  all  cases.  *  *  *  The  practice  of  reject- 
ing blank  pieces  of  paper,  although  they  may  have  the  form  and  shape  of  the  actual 
votes  which  are  cast,  is  believed  to  be  uniform  everywhere.  The  reason  for  the  rejection 
of  such  paper  is  that  it  is  not  a  voice  given  and  numbered;  that  no  one  is  designated 
who  can  be  elected. 

**It  is,  however,  no  less  an  expression  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  candidate  voted  for  by 
other  persons,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  than  it  would  be  if  it  bore  the  name  of  an  imag- 
inary being  or  a  person  ineligible.  In  both  cases  it  is  not  a  vote  and  should  not  so  be 
treated.  So  far  as  ])recedents  can  be  found,  the  practice  of  rejecting  from  the  count 
votes  cast  for  an  ineligible  candidate  is  not  peculiar  to  the  convention  of  the  two  houses 
in  the  Massachusetts  legislature.  It  has  obtained  more  or  less  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  Great  Kritain.  *  ♦  * 
Inasmuch  as  the  custom  has  obtained,  for  aught  that  appears,  from  time  immemorial 
to  reject  such  votes,  the  undersigned  take  leave  to  submit  that  the  proposed  resolution 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee  is  uncalled  for,  and  that  no  further  action  be  had  on 
such  order." 

The  house  laid  the  resolution  of  the  majority  on  the  table,  thus  in  effect  adopting  the 
report  of  the  minority. — (Cushing's  Reports  of  Contested  Elections  in  Massachusetts, 
page  499. ) 

The  subject  was  again  discussed,  and  the  decision  reaffirmed,  that  votes  cast  for  in- 
eligible candidates  should  be  thrown  away.  In  1849  Mr.  Slade  was  returned  as  the 
duly  elected  representative  of  the  town  of  Somerset,  and  his  seat  was  contested  for  the 
reason,  among  others,  that  a  ballot  for  Nathaniel  Morton,  of  Taunton,  for  member  of 
Congress,  was  thrown  out  by  the  judges  of  election. 

The  committee,  in  their  report  declaring  Mr.  Slade  lawfully  entitled,  discussed  this 
question  as  follows:  ^ 

'*The  policy  of  the  law  requires  that  such  a  construction  should  be  put  upon  all 
proceedings  at  elections  as  to  make  such  proceedings  valid  rather  than  nugatory.  An 
election  is  always  attended  with  trouble,  inconvenience,  and  expense,  and  should  not 
be  set  aside  for  light  or  frivolous  causes.  If  votes  cast  by  mistake  for  persons  not  eli- 
gible are  to  be  counted,  then  the  intention  and  will  of  the  voter  is  defeated;  if^  on  the 
other  hand,  such  votes  are  willfully  put  into  the  ballot-box,  the  person  who  thus  votes 
indicates  so  clearly  his  disregard  of  the  value  of  the  elective  franchise  that  it  is  only  a 
deserved  punishment  for  his  delinquency  to  deprive  his  vote  of  all  weight  and  influence 
at  such  election.  By  so  doing  a  voter  is  not  deprived  of  any  legitimate  exercise  of  his 
right,  because  he  can  always  manifest  his  opposition  to  any  one  candidate  by  voting  for 
some  other. — (Rex  vs.  Monday,  Cowper,  Lord  Mansfield  said  the  only  way  of  voting 
against  one  was  to  vote  for  another. ) 

*' Finally,  it  seems  to  the  committee  that  there  is  no  reason  why  a  person  who  votes 
for  an  ineligible  candidate  should  not  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  one  who  does 
not  vote  at  all,  as  in  both  cases  the  parties  show  a  disposition  to  prevent  an  election, 
and  both  of  them  show  an  unwillingness  to  perform  their  dnty'by  aiding  to  promote 
those  electio'ns  which  are  absolutely  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  government.  For 
if  every  voter  refrained  wholly  from  voting,  or  voted  for  an  ineligible  candidate,  the 
result  would  be  the  same^-no  choice;  and  although  it  is  true  that  no  penalty  is  attached 
by  law  to  a  neglect  of  this  obligation  of  voting,  yet  the  obligation  is  not  the  less  plain 
for  that;  and  the  committee  believe  it  to  be  a  duty  too  important  to  be  neglected  and 
too  sacred  to  be  trifled  with  by  voting  for  fictitious  persons  or  ineligible  candidates. 
*  *  *  The  voter  who  puts  into  the  ballot-box  a  blank  piece  of  paper  as  clearly  indi- 
cates his  opposition  to  all  the  candidates  as  he  who  nuts  in  a  vote  for  an  ineligible  can- 
didate; and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  opinion  of  the  one  should  not  be 
entitled  to  consideration  as  well  as  that  of  tibe  other.*" — (Report  agreed  to  April  10, 
1849.    See  Cushing,  Reports  Contested  Election  Gasee,  Masi.,  page  676.) 
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In  Indiana  the  same  doctrine  has  been  established  by  two  decisions  of  tlM 
court  in  the  cases  Gulick  vs.  New  (14  Ind.,  927)  and  Caxson  vs.  McPhetridge  (ISInd., 
327).     In  the  former  case  the  court  say: 

'It  being  conceded  that  the  votes  cast  for  Wallace  were  powerless  and  fraitleas  in 
effecting  the  main  end  arrived  at — that  is,  in  electing  him — we  are  still  asked  to  decide 
that  they  were  so  fur  effect ive  as  to  prevent  the  election  of  any  other  persoA;  that  tliey 
were,  so  fur  as  affirmative  resnlts  were  involved,  thrown  away,  bnt  that  negatively  tbej 
were  operative.  We  arc  reminded  that  in  our  Ibrni  of  government  the  majority  shoald 
mle,  and  that  if  the  course  indicated  is  not  followed  a  majority  of  the  voters  may  be 
disfranchised,  their  voice  disregarded,  and  their  rights  trampled  under  foot  and  the 
choice  of  a  minority  listened  to.  True,  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State  the 
voice  of  a  majority  controls  our  elections,  but  that  voice  must  be  constitutionally  and 
legally  expressetl. 

*'  Even  a  majority  should  not  nullify  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  or  be  permitted 
at  will  to  disregard  the  law.  In  thisare  the  strength  and  beauty  of  our  institntioDS.  Sup- 
pose a  majority  should  persist  in  voting  fur  a  man  totally  ineligible  to  take  the  otBce  of 
sheriff;  what  would  \)v  the  result  ?  As  he  could  not  hold  the  office,  eithertheone  capable 
of  holding,  rei-eiving  the  next  highest  vote,  would,  as  contende<l  by  the  appellant,  be 
entitled  to  the  ofli(v,  or  there  would  t>e  a  varuncy,  as  insiste<l  by' the  appellee.  Soppose 
the  proceedings  should  rvsuH  in  creating  a  vacancy:  then  it  would  remain,  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  public  and  private  interests,  or  it  would,  under  the  statute,  have  to  be 
filled  by  the  action  and  choice  of  perhaps  two  men,  which  might  be,  possibly,  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  choice  of  tliut  mtyority  in  every  respi*ct.  Then,  while  it  is  troe  that 
the  votes  of  a  niigority  should  rule,  the  tenable  ground  appeiirs  to  be  that  if  the  mi^oritj 
should  vote  for  one  wholly  incapable  of  taking  the  ofliee,  having  notice  of  such  incft- 
pacity,  or  should  perversely  refuse,  or  negligently  fail  to  expri'ss  their  choice,  tboae. 
although  a  minority,  who  should  legitimately  choose  one  eligible  to  the  position  sboala 
be  heeded.  Supjx^se  that  eight  ycnirs  ago,  at  the  first  election  under  our  new  oonttitii- 
tion,  when  nearly  all  the  ofliees  in  the  State  were  to  )>e  filled,  a  majority  of  the  voters  io 
the  State,  and  in  the  several  <listrict.s  and  countif*s.  hud  voted  for  persons  wholly  ineli- 
gible to  fill  the  sevenil  offices,  would  thosi'otVu'es  have  thereby  remained  vacant?  Conld 
that  migority,  by  persevering  in  that  course,  have  <*ontinucHl  the  anarchy  which  might 
have  resulte<l  fnim  such  actum?  Or.  rather,  is  it  not  the  true  theory  that  those wboact 
in  accordance  with  the(*onstituti(m  and  the  lawshould  nmtrol  even  a  roiyoritywho  bm^ 
fail  so  to  act?  Whether  the  Kiiiie  reasoning  should  hold  gtNMl  where  the  ineligibili^ 
should  arise  out  of  some  c:iuse  other  than  a  coiLstitutioiial  prohibition  is  a  question  we 
are  not  now  calle<l  U|Hm  to  decide.** 

The  majority  of  the  <'ourt  held  that  the  voter  must  take  notice  of  the  disqnaliflciitkMi 
of  the  candidat4%  and  that  votes  ea.Ht  for  a  esindidate  in  fact  di.squalitie<l  munt  be  thrown 
out,  whether  the  voters  knew  of  the  disi]ualificution  or  not.  Judge  Perkins  dissented 
up(»n  this  point,  but  affiniieti  the  genenJ  d<K'triiie,  as  follows: 

''1.  Where,  at  an  t'lirtion,  th«'re  are  op|)osing  candidates  for  an  office,  and  the  candi- 
date receiving  the  highest  nunilier  of  votes  is  ineligible,  but.  from  a  fact  or  cause  whidi 
the  voters  did  not  and  were  not  bound  to  know,  the  result  is  a  failure,  and  give!  BO 
fimdidate  a  right  to  the  ofllce,  and  shoultl  Im'  follo\v(*<l  by  another  election. 

"  Proliable  exani]>les,  under  this  pmpo^^ition,  of  cum's  where  the  voters  might  nothftTe 
knowledge,  viz.  infancy  of  ivndifiati*.  non-residen<'y,  want  of  naturaliaition,  not  of  male 
sex,  not  of  n-(iuisite  degree  of  white  bltMHl,  not  in  existence.  This  la^t  was  the  £ict  in 
the  caM*  cittMl  from  I(H  Maine  K..  app.  Then*  »  |Mirti(»n  of  the  pe«Mdu  by  mistake  T«4ed 
for  a  perscm  not  in  U'ing.  The  case  of  the  State  rt*.  Swearinger  (12  Ga.  R.,  23)  was  n 
cam*  of  n(m-n*sid«>ncy. 

*'*2.  Where  t  he  voters  at  the  ele<*tion  do  kn(»w,  or  tkiv.  legally  l)ound  to  know,  so  that,  in 
law.  they  an*  held  t4»  know  of  the  ineligibility  of  a  candidate,  the  election  does  not  rmilt 
in  a  failure:  but.  in  such  iiw,  the  eliKilde  candidate  receiving  the  highest  nnmberof 
votes  is  lepilly  ele<*ted  an<l  entitle<I  to  the  office. 

"  Against  this  proposition  we  have  not  found  a  single  authority.  Those  relied  onM 
such  by  the  court  Im'Iow  were  the  vjm's  in  'IH  Maine  U.  and  12  Ua.,  mpra^  and  The  Stale 
m.  <;iles(l  (hand.  Wis.  i:..  Hi.) 

"Of  the  ca-^e  in  .Maine,  we  have  s;iid  enough  aliove. 

*M>f  the  cam's  in  <ieoruia  and  Wir^fMrnsin,  it  may  lie  remarked  that  neither  of  them  In- 
volvfil  the  iMiiiit  now  undt*r  c«uisiderHtion.  and  what  is  said  upon  it  is  mete  dicta,  nnd 
neither  of  the  c:i.ses  cite?*  a  single  authority. 

**The  point  invohed  in  thctieorgia  ease  was  whether  a  certain  corponte  town  in  that 
State  could  elect  to  odivv  in  it  a  {HTson  not  residing  within  the  corporate  liuiita,  and  it 
waa  held  that  it  could.     This  closed  the  csise. 

''The  point  involved  in  the  Wisconsin  case  wa«  this:  The  constitution,  article  6,  aeo 
tion  4,  provided  that  aheriffs  should  be  ineligible  ibr  two  yean  next  snorreding  itm 
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ttrminfttion  of  their  offloes.  A  sheriff;  in  ofiQce  at  the  time  the  constitxition  was  adopted, 
was  elected  his  own  successor  under  the  constitution;  and  it  was  held  that  he  was  legally 
elec'ed;  and  that  the  disability  imposed  by  the  constitution  related  only  to  elections  and 
terms  held  under  the  constitution.  The  decision  of  this  point  disposed  of  the  case;  and 
what  IS  said  beyond  it,  as  in  the  Georgia  case,  if  not  improperly,  but  still  is  very  loosely 
and  carelessly  said,  and  is  not  binding  as  authority. 

*'  But  while  there  are  no  authorities  adverse  to  the  second  proposition  above  laid  down, 
there  is  a  cloud  of  them  vindicating  its  correctness.  As  the  attention  of  the  court  below 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  called  to  them,  we  shall  here  indicate  where  they  may  be 
found  and  examined. 

**Mr.  Grant,  a  late  accurate  English  writer  on  corporations,  at  page  208,  says:  *As 
has^been  stated,  a  disi^ualiticatioD,  patent  or  notorious,  at  once  causes  the  votes  given  for 
the  candidate  laboring  under  it  to  be  thrown  away;  the  same  would  probably  be  held  to 
be  the  case  where  the  electors  had  the  means  of  knowledge  of  the  candidates'  qualifica- 
tion, or  the  contrary,  and  might  have  ascertained  the  facts  if  they  had  pleased.'  Numer- 
ous cases  are  cited  to  sustain  these  positions. 

**  Judge  Gushing,  in  his  American  work  on  the  Law  of  Legislative  Assemblies,  at  pages 
66,  67,  lays  down  the  same  doctrine  as  deducible  from  the  decided  cases. 

*'  Where  the  same  ineligibility  of  a  candidate  arises  from  his  holding  or  having  held  a 
public  office,  the  people  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  office  are  held  in  law  to  know — 
are  chargeable  with  notice — of  such  ineligibility;  the  votes  given  lor  such  candidate  are 
of  no  effect,  and  his  highest  eligible  competitor  is  elected." — (Grant  on  Corp.,  supra, 
page  107;  Diddle  vs.  Willard,  10  Ind.  R.,  62,  on  page  68.) 

It  is  assumed  that  in  general  a  certain  number  of  persons  less  than  a  majority  of  a 
legislature,  or  any  other  legal  elective  body,  is  competent  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
Speaking  upon  this  point,  Cushing's  Lex  Parliamentarian  section  247,  says: 

'*  This  number  may  be  precisely  fixed  in  the  first  instance,  or  some  proportional  part 
established,  leaving  the  particular  number  to  be  afterward  ascertained,  with  reference  to 
each  assembly;  and  this  may  be  done  either  by  usage  or  by  positive  regulation;  and  if 
not  so  determined,  it  is  supposed  that  a  msyority  of  the  members  composing  the  assembly 
constitute  a  quorum." 

And  Ave  have  before  seen  that,  by  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina,  either  house  of 
the  legislature  may  proceed  to  the  transaction  of  public  business,  if  a  majority  of  the 
members  elect  are  present.  And  if  a  quorum  are  present  there  may  be  an  election  by 
such  members  as  choose  to  vote.  This  point  was  decided  in  England  in  the  case  of  Old- 
know  vs.  Wainwright  (*2  Burr.,  1017),  and  in  this  country  in  Commowealth  vs.  Green  (4 
Wharton,  531 ),  where  the  court  charge  the  jury  as  follows: 

*' When  there  is  a  quorum  of  members  present,  the  moderator  can  only  notice  those 
who  actually  vote,  and  not  those  who  do  not  choose  to  exercise  their  privilege  of  voting. 
*  Whenever,'  says  Lord  Mansfield,  '  electors  are  present  and  do  not  vote  at  all,  they  vir- 
tually acquiesce  in  the  election  of  those  who  do.'  And  with  this  principle  agrees  one  of 
the  rules  of  the  general  assembly  itself,  which  must  be  familiar  to  every  member:  *  Mem- 
bers (thirtieth  rule)  ought  not,  without  weighty  reasons,  to  decline  voting,  as  this  practice 
might  leave  the  decision  of  very  interesting  questions  to  a  small  proportion  of  the  judi- 
catory. Silent  members,  unless  excused  from  voting,  must  be  considered  as  acquiescing 
with  the  majority. ' 

"This  is  not  only  the  doctrine  of  the  common  law,  of  the  written  law,  as  you  have 
seen,  but  it  is  the  doctrine  of  common  sense;  for  without  the  benefit  of  this  ruleitwould 
be  almost  impossible,  certainly  very  inconvenient,  to  transact  business  in  a  large  delib- 
erative assembly.  *  *  *  This,  gentlemen,  has  been  stigmatized  as  a  technical  rule 
of  law,  a  fiction,  and  intendment  of  law.  It  is  sufficient  lor  us  that  it  isaruleof  law.  We 
must  not  be  wiser  than  the  law.  *  *  *  Nor  can  we  know  anything  of  any  fancied 
equity  as  contradistinguished  from  the  law.  The  law  is  the  equity  of  the  case,  and  it 
must  be  so  considered  under  the  most  awful  responsibility  by  the  court  and  the  jury.  In 
my  opinion,  a  court  and  a  jury  can  never  be  better  employed  than  when  they  are  vindi- 
cating the  safe  and  salutary  principles  of  the  common  law." 

To  the  same  effect,  in  the  act  of  Congress  before  quoted,  which  declares  that  the  per- 
son who  shall  receive  a  **  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast"  shall  be  declared  elected.  Does 
this  rule  hold  giM>d  in  case  of  votes  for  a  disqualified  candidate,  as  well  as  in  the  case  of 
members  not  actually  voting?  The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Tay- 
lor vs.  Mayor  of  Bath,  before  quoted,  was  that — 

''When  electors  vote  for  a  person  not  qualified,  it  is  the  same  thing  as  if  they  had 
given  no  votes  at  all;  in  which  case  it  is  not  disputed  that  silence  was  a  constructive 
consent." 

In  Regina  vs.  Coaks,  before  cited,  Lord  C.  J.  Campbell  said: 

"Now,  it  is  the  law,  both* the  common  law  and  parliamentary  law,  ♦  ♦  «  that  if 
an  elector  will  vote  for  a  man  who  he  knows  is  ineligible,  it  is  as  if  he  did  not  vote  at 
alL" 
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This  qaestion  is  also  answered  in  the  affirmative  by  an  American  work  of  stanAud 
anthority,  as  follows: 

"Alter  an  election  has  been  properly  proposed,  whoever  has  a  majority  of  those  who 
vote,  the  assembly  being  ^iafficient,  is  elected,  although  a  majority  of  the  entire  assem- 
bly altogether  abstains  from  voting;  because  their  presence  suffices  to  constitute  the 
elective  body,  and  if  they  neglect  to  vote  it  is  their  own  I'ault,  and  shall  not  invalidate 
the  act  of  the  others,  but  be  construed  an  assent  to'  the  determination  of  the  msgority 
of  those  who  do  vote.  And  such  an  election  is  valid,  though  the  majority  of  those 
whose  presence  is  necessary  to  the  assembly  protest  against  any  election  at  that  time, 
or  even  the  election  of  the  individual  who  has  the  majority  of  votes;  the  only  manner 
in  which  they  can  effectually  prevent  his  election  is  by  voting  for  some  other  qualified 
person. "—(Angell  &  Ames  on  Corporations,  ch.  4,  sec.  6,  and  cases  there  cited;  Brooks 
t«.  Young,  12  Grattan,  303;  State  vs.  Lehre,  7  Kich.,  234;  King  rs.  Monday,  2  Cowper, 
637;  Oldknow  rs.  Wainwright,  2  Burr.,  1017;  and  Crawford  rs.  PoweU,  2  Burr.,  1016). 

This  is  also  in  harmony  with  the  act  of  Congress  belbre  quoted. 

Inquiry  has  l)een  suggested  on  the  point  whether,  in  the  cases  supposed,  the  person 
having  the  legal  votes  may  be  deemed  elected,  although  the  number  of  votes  cast  for 
him  be  less  than  the  majority  of  a  quorum. 

To  what  has  been  above  stated,  and  which  may  be  applied  to  this  question,  the  follow- 
ing additional  reasons  may  be  given  to  show  that  in  law  there  is  no  sufficient  ground 
for  this  objection: 

First,  in  no  one  of  the  cases  cited,  either  in  argument  of  counsel  or  opinion  of  the 
judge,  do  we  find  that  this  point  has  been  raised  or  huggested,  asit  seems  probable  it  would 
have  been  had  it  been  valid;  or,  second,  we  find  at  least  two  cases  (King  rs.  Blisselland 
King  rs.  Monday)  where,  if  this  objection  had  been  raised  and  sustained,  it  would  have 
determined  the  case,  but  the  point  was  not  made.  Third,  in  two  cases  the  judges  inci- 
dentally, but  unequivocally,  deny  the  truth  of  this  objection. 

In  14  East's  Keports,  page  599,  note  "  rf,"  on  the  case  of  Taylor  vs.  Mayor  of  Bath  (M. 
15,  Geo.  II.),  it  is  said: 

**  Taylor  moved  a  mandamus  to  be  admitted  into  the  office  of  a  common  councilman  of 
the  corporation  of  Bath. 

'*The  defendant  returned  non  fiiit  clecius.  *  *  *  It  appeared  in  evidence  at  the 
trial  that,  by  the  charter,  the  election  of  common  councilmen  is  to  be  by  the  mayor,  re- 
corder, and  aldermen,  or  the  major  part  of  them  then  present,  and  the  mayor  and  twenty- 
seven  aldermen  being  assembled  for  this  purpose — Biggs  had  14  votes,  Taylor  13,  and 
Kingston  1." 

In  2  Cowper,  537,  in  reference  to  the  above  ca.se,  it  is  stated: 

** Twenty-eight  electors  assembled;  14  voted  lor  A  (Bigg^),  13  for  B  (Taylor),  and  1 
for  C  (Kingston).  A  was  unqualified,  and  his  incapacity  known  to  the  electors  at  the 
time.'^ 

Lee,  chief-justice,  in  his  directions  to  the  jury  said: 

*'  That  the  votes  given  to  A,  with  notice  of  his  incapacity,  were  thrown  away." 

It  afterwards  came  before  the  court  (on motion  for  new  trial),  when  Lee,  C  J.,  compared 
it  to  voting  for  a  dead  man,  and  held  that  B,  who  had  the  13  votes,  was  duly  elected. 
And  Justice  Page  (one  of  the  court)  said: 

"  That  in  such  a  case  a  minority  of  2  only  would  have  been  sufficient  to  elect  the 
other  candidate.  * ' 

And  this  where  the  *' majority  of  a  quorum  "  was  8. 
_  The  case  of  King  n*.  Blissell  was  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  on  an  information  in  the 
nature  of  a  quo  warranto  against  the  dcl'cndant  for  actinsj  as  alderman  at  Portsmouth, 
and  a  verdict  had  been  given  for  the  Crown  on  two  material  issues.  Pike  and  Blissell 
were  adverse  candidates.  At  the  election  the  mayor  only  voted  for  Blissell,  while  three 
aldermen  voted  for  Pike;  but  the  mayor  gave  notice  to  the  aldermen  that  Pike  was  inca- 
pacitated to  be  elected  because  he  held  the  office  of  chamberlain,  which  was  incompatible. 
Lord  Mansfield,  addressing  the  counsel  for  the  Crown,  who  was  arguing  that  the  disquali- 
fication was  not  notorious,  said: 

**  Do  you  doubt  that,  if  he  is  really  disqualified,  whether  such  disqualification  is  noto- 
rious or  not,  that  the  votes  given  for  him  are  thrown  away?  In  another  jurisdiction, 
if  the  disqualification  is  notorious,  it  does  more — it  elects  the  other  party;  but  of  the 
law  in  this  case  you  can  have  no  doubt." — (Hey wood  on  Elections,  page  533,  and  Wil- 
son's Digest  of  Parliamentary  Law,  page  111.) 

In  this  case  2  was  a  majority  of  a  quorum,  yet  Lord  Mansfield  said  if  Pike  was  noto- 
riously disqualified,  Blissell,  who  received  1  vote,  was  elected,  and  "of  the  law  in  this 
case  you  can  have  no  doubt." 

An  examination  of  the  opinion  of  the  judges  in  25  Maine  Rep.,  567,  throws  light  upon 
the  above  opinion.    There  the  governor  submitted  the  following  questions: 

1.  Whether  the  governor  and  council  in  counting  votes  for  county  officers,  under  the 
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etatatee  of  that  State,  had  power  to  receive  fiom  the  town  canvaaeers  evidence  to  contra- 
dict the  return  made  by  them  ? 

2.  Whether  the  governor  and  council  could  receive  an  amended  return  from  the  town 
canvassers? 

The  judges,  after  citing  the  statutory  provisions,  answered  as  J'ollows: 

**  The  powers  conferred  upon  the  governor  and  council  are  specific  and  precise;  and  it 
is  believed  that  it  would  be  irregular  to  go  beyond  them,  or  in  any  manner  to  deviate 
from  them.  If  they  could  receive  evidence  that  the  certificates  were  erroneous  in  one 
particular  they  might  with  equal  propriety  do  so  in  another,  and  so  exercise  the  powers 
of  judges  of  those  elections  generally,  and  without  restriction." 

,  In  other  words  the  duty  cast  upon  the  governor  and  council  was  purely  ministerial. 
They  were  to  canvass  the  election  from  the  returns  and  had  no  power  to  inquire  beyond 
them. '  This  was  the  ground  upon  which  the  opinion  in  the  38  Maine  Rep.  rested,  as  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  in  the  opinion  in  the  38th  the  judges  refer  to  the  opinion  in 
the  25th  Maine  Kep.  as  conclusive  of  the  questions  then  presented.  In  the  opinion  in 
38  Maine  the  judges  say  the  only  duty  cast  upon  the  governor  and  council  is  to  *'  open 
and  compare"  the  copies  of  the  records  of  the  votes  given,  and  from  such  comparison 
to  ascertain  and  determine  who  had  been  elected.  In  other  words,  the  statute  did  not 
make  the  governor  and  council  the  judges  of  the  election,  but  merely  cast  upon  them  a 
specific  ministerial  duty,  which  performed,  their  power  was  at  an  end.  This  act  had 
been  performed  by  the  Jbrmer  governor  and  council,  who  had  declared  that  Abel  C.  Dins- 
low  was  elected.  Consequently  the  then  governor  and  council  had  no  power  to  revise  such 
former  determination  and  declare  that  another  was  elected.  And  the  precise  and  express 
ground  upon  which  the  opinion  was  given  was  that  Dinslow  having  been  elected,  and 
there  being  no  such  man  in  existence,  the  office  was  vacant.  It  is  evident  that  these 
opinions  have  no  application  to  a  case  like  the  one  under  consideration,  where  the  Sen- 
ate is  **  the  judge  "  of  the  election  and  is  not  restricted,  as  the  governor  and  council  in 
the  Maine  cases  were,  to  a  performance  of  the  mere  ministerial  duty  of  declaring  who 
appeared  by  the  certificate  to  be  elected. 

Saunders  vs.  Haynes  (13  Cal.,  145),  was  a  proceeding  to  contest  the  election  of  the 
defendant  Haynes  as  judge  of  the  district  court  for  the  eighth  district  in  Caliibmia. 

The  i'acts  were  these:  Turner  and  Haynes  were  competing  candidates  at  the  election, 
and  Turner  received  the  larger  number  of  votes,  but  the  certificate  was  delivered  to 
Haynes  upon  the  assumption  that  Turner  was  ineligible  because  of  his  holding  a  lucra- 
tive office  under  the  United  States.  The  court  held  that  Turner  was  not  ineligible,  and 
that,  of  course,  ended  the  case  and  entitled  Turner  to  the  office.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  it  is  said,  obiter  dictum^  that  if  Turner  had  in  fact  been  ineligible  Haynes  would 
not  have  been  elected;  and  the  case  of  State  vs.  Giles  (1  Chand.  Wis.,  112)  is  cited  as 
sustaining  that  principle.  With  the  opinion  and  decision  in  Saunders  vs,  Haynes  we 
fully  concur.  But  the  question  involved  in  Mr.  Abbott's  claim  to  a*8eat,  viz,  that  the 
electors  knew  the  candidate  to  be  disqualified,  was  not  averred,  and  was  not  involved, 
because  the  fact  did  not  exist  in  that  case.  The  court  held  that  Turner  was  not  ineligi- 
ble.    Of  course,  the  electors  did  not  know  a  fact  that  did  not  exist. 

Commonwealth  vs.  Cluley  (56  Penn.  St.,  270),  was  a  rule  on  the  relation  of  McLaugh- 
lin against  Cluley  to  show  cause  why  a  quo  warranto  should  not  issue  against  Cluley,  to 
test  his  right  to  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Allegheny  County.  At  the  election,  October 
9,  1866,  Cluley  received  19,915  votes  and  McLaughlin  12,925  votes  for  the  office  of 
sheriff.  The  suggestion  rested  upon  the  allegation  that  Cluley  was  ineligible  at  the 
time  of  the  election,  but  it  did  not  appear  that  the  electors  had  notice  of  the  disqualifi- 
cation; nor  did  it  appear  that,  if  the  votes  for  Cluley  were  thrown  out,  McLaughlin  was 
elected.  The  case  turned  upon  the  precise  point  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  alleged 
that  throwing  out  Cluley 's  votes,  McLaughlin  had  a  nu^brity,  therefore  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  McLaughlin  bad  such  an  interest  in  the  question  as  would  enable  him  to 
contest  the  election.  It  is  true  that  the  court,  speaking  obiter  dictum  in  regard  to  a 
popular  election  by  ballot,  expressed  the  opinion  that  McLaughlin  was  not  elected. 
But  the  court  fully  approve  of  the  English  rule,  that  at  an  election  viva  vocCj  by  a 
limited  number  of  electors,  the  votes  given  for  a  candidate  known  to  be  ineligible  are 
thrown  away. 

The  court  says: 

''There  is  more  reason  for  this  in  England,  where  the  vote  isrtva  vocej  and  the  elect- 
ive franchise  belongs  to  but  few,  than  here,  where  the  vote  is  by  ballot,  suad  the  fran- 
chise well-nigh  universal.  In  those  cases  the  notice  was  brought  homo  to  almost  every 
voter,  and  the  number  of  electors  was  never  greater  then  tluee  hundred,  and  gener- 
ally not  more  than  two  dozen.  Besides,  a  man  who  votes  for  a  person  with  knowledge 
that  the  person  is  incompetent  to  hold  the  office,  and  that  his  vote  cannot,  therefore,  be 
effective,  that  it  will  be  thrown  away,  may  very  properly  be  considered  as  intending 
to  vote  a  blank,  or  throw  away  his  vote. 
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'*  Bot  the  present  relator  suggests  no  such  cause.  He  does  not  eren  aver  that,  if  the 
Totes  given  for  Cluley  were  thrown  out,  be  received  a  majority,  though  doubtless  soch 
was  the  truth.  He  has,  therefore,  exhibited  no  snch  interest  as  entitled  him  to  be 
heard." 

Without  considering  or  quoting  frpm  the  very  able  dissentinfc  opinion  of  Chief- Justice 
Thompson  in  this  case,  we  think  it  quite  evident  that  the  majority  of  the  court  have 
laid  down  principles  upon  which  xVbbott  is  entitled  to  his  seat.  Indeed,  Abbott's  case 
is  precisely  that  in  which,  acbording  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  those  who  voted  for 
Vance  **may  very  properly  be  considered  as  intending  to  vote  a  blank,  or  throw  away 
(their  votes.")  The  election  of  Senator  in  North  Carolina  is  made  by  two  bodies,  num- 
bering, in  the  aggregate,  less  then  two  hundred,  voting  viva  voce;  and  in  this  case  those 
who  voted  ibr  Vance  voted  viva  voce  ibr  a  person  known  by  them  to  be  disqualified. 

These  are  the  only  American  decisions  supposed  to  conflict  with  the  principle  herein 
maintained  which  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  committee.  In  neither  of 
these  cases  was  the  precise  point  now  under  consideration  involved,  and  in  no  one  of 
these  cases  is  the  principle  of  common  and  parliamentary  law  that  a  viva  voce  vote  given 
for  a  person  known  by  the  elector  to  be  disqualified  is  thrown  away  asserted,  or  even 
suggested  to  be  unsound.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  Pennsylvania  case.  State  vs.  Cluley, 
as  we  have  shown,  the  correctness  and  justness  of  this  principle  are  expressly  declared. 

There  are  but  two  cases,  so  far  as  your  committee  are  informed,  in  which  the  election 
of  a  Senator  has  been  contested  upon  the  ground  of  ineligibility  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion— that  of  Gallatin  from  Pennsylvania  and  Shields  from  Illinois.  And  an  examina- 
tion of  these  cases  will  show  that  in  neither  of  them  was  the  point  now  made  either 
involved  or  considered. 

In  Gallatin's  case  (1  Cont.  Elec.  in  Congress,  854)  the  proof  showed  that  when  Galla- 
tin was  first  mentioned  as  a  candidate  he  expressed  his  opinion  that  his  citizenship  did 
not  entitle  him  to  be  elected.  Henry  Kammerer  testified  that,  at  a  meeting  of  some  of 
the  members  of  the  legislature  to  agree  upon  a  candidate  for  Seuator,  he  heard  Mr.  Gal- 
latin say : 

*^  As  ibr  my  name,  it  is  out  of  the  question;  I  have  not  been  a  citizen  long  enough  to 
entitle  me  k>  serve  in  that  station." 

That  at  a  second  meeting  it  was  stated,  though  not  by  Gallatin,  that  the  doubt  about 
his  citizenship  was  then  put  to  rights;  and  then  it  was  almost  unanimously  agreed  to 
put  up  Mr.  Gallatin's  name.  Mr.  Kammerer  also  stated  the  ground  upon  which  Mr. 
Gallatin  had  at  first  supposed  his  citizenship  did  not  entitle  him  to  be  a  Senator.  He 
says  that  the  day  after  Gallatin's  election  he  had  a.  conversation  with  him,  in  which 
Gallatin  said  he  had  first  declared  himself  ineligible  ^'  under  a  mistaken  idea  that  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  have  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania; 
but  that  upon  examining  the  Constitution  he  found  that  to  have  been  nine  years  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  was  sufficient,  and  that  he  had  been  above  nine  years  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  words  to  that  eflcct." 

From  this  it  is  evident  that  at  the  time  of  his  election  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  those  by 
whose  votes  be  was  elected,  believed  that  he  had  been  for  more  than  nine  years  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  And  although  the  Senate  decided  that  he  had  not  been  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  for  nine  years  prior  to  his  election,  and  unseated  him  for  that 
reason,  yet  it  was  nowhere  su^rgested,  either  by  proof  or  on  the  argument,  that  the 
electors  knew  him  to  be  disqualified  at  the  time  they  cast  their  votes  for  him. 

Shields's  case  (Cont.  Elec.  in  Congress,  1834  to  1865)  is  in  all  material  respects  like 
that  of  Gallatin.  He  had  not,  in  fact,  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  unseated  for  that  reason.  But  it  was  not  pretended  that  the  electors  knew  of 
his  disqualification. 

Therefore  neither  of  these  cases  has  any  bearing  upon  the  question  now  under  consid- 
eration. 

Your  committee  have  also  been  referred  to  the  caseof  Yulee  vs.  Mallory.same  volume, 
page  608.  In  that  case,  on  the  first  day  of  the  election—January  13,  1851 — the  general 
assembly  of  the  legislature  of  Florida  met  in  convention  of  the  two  houses,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  vote  vifit  voce  Jor  Senator.  Twenty- nine  votes  were  given  for  Yulee,  and  2J) 
votes  were  given  for  "  blank."  Thereupon  the  presiding  officer  declared  no  choice  had 
been  made.  They  then  proceeded  to  a  second  and  third  vote,  with  substantially  th«* 
same  result.  On  the  15th  of  January  they  met  again,  and,  on  a  call  of  the  roll,  thirty - 
one  members  responded  *'S.  R.  Mallory,'^  and  27  votes  were  given  to  Yulee  and  others, 
whereupon  the  presiding  officer  declared  Mallory  to  be  duly  elected.  From  this  state- 
ment it  might  seem  that  Yulee's  ca^'e  raised  the  question  now  under  consideration.  But 
the  brief,  though  very  clear  and  able  report  of  Mr.  Bright,  from  the  select  committee  in 
that  case,  shows  the  contrary.  The  two  houses  of  the  Florida  legislature  had,  in  1845, 
passed  a  concurrent  resolutiou,  as  follows: 

"  Jteaolved,  That  a  nuvjority  of  all  the  members-elect  compofiing  the  two  honaes  of 
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ffioeral  iweinbly  ihall  b«  necMsary  to  determine  all  elections  doTolTlng  npon  that 

body.'* 

Though  the  validity  of  this  resolution  was  attacked  by  Mr.  Ynlee,  the  committee 

held  that  the  resolution  had  been  duly  passed;  that  it  had  never  been  rescinded;  that 
it  was  consistent  with  the  CoDStitutiou  of  the  IJnited  States  empowering  the  legislature 
of  a  State  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  electing,  a  Senator;  and  that  it 
was  conclusive  against  the  right  asserted  by  Yulee.  And  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee  declaring  that  Mailory  had  been  duly  elected  passed  in  the  Senate  without  a 
dissenting  vote. 

In  the  report  the  committee,  after  determining  that  under  the  resolution  of  the  legis- 
lature above  quoted  Yulee  was  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  say: 

"This  being  the  view  which  the  committee  take  of  the  ca^e,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
pursuing  the  subject  further,  s'ince  Mr.  Yulee  did  not  obtain  votes  sufficient  to  elect 
him.'» 

The  committee  then  notice  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the  legislature  evidently 
voted  npon  the  supposition  that  the  resolution  was  valid,  and  say  that — 

**Even  conceding  the  resolution  to  be  invalid,  yet  the  members  in  the  election  were 
misguided  by  what  they  had  a  right  to  consider  as  authority,  and  must  have  acted  under 
a  misconception  of  right  which  stood  as  they  supposed  unquestioned.  If  this  be  so,  they 
stand  substantially  in  the  condition  of  an  elector  Avho  votes  for  a  person  disqualitied 
believing  him  to  be  qualified.  The  vote  in  such  a  case,  though  unavailing,  is  not  rejected 
fix)m  the  count. 

"The  only  remedy  which  we  can  see  for  an  election  carried  on  through  misapprehen- 
sion from  such  well-founded  causes  is  to  set  it  wholly  aside  and  open  the  way  to  a  new 
choice;  but  in  our  view  of  the  case  there  is  no  occasion  to  consider  what  ought  to  be 
done  upon  such  a  state  of  facts.'' 

The  distinction  between  votes  cast  with  knowledge  or  in  ignorance  of  the  disqualifica- 
tion of  the  candidate  voted  for  is  inferable  from  the  report  in  Yulee's  case.  And  the 
doctrine  maintained  by  that  report,  that  an  election  carried  on  under  honest  misappre- 
hension in  regard  to  then  existing  fiicts  ought  to  be  set  aside  and  a  new  election  ordered, 
is  conceded. 

It  was  strongly  contended  before  your  committee  that  the  case  under  consideration 
falls  fairly  within  this  equitable  principle;  because  it  was  said  that  all  the  State  officers 
and  judges  of  North  Carolina  had  been  elected  while  under  disability  imposed  by  the 
fourteenth  amendment,  and  Congress  had  subsequent  to  their  election  removed  their 
disabilities  and  enabled  them  to  hold  their  offices;  and  your  committee  were  referred  to 
the  act  of  June  25.  1868  (15  Statutes  at  Large,  366),  by  which  "all  officers  elected  at 
the  election  commencing  the  4th  day  of  February,  1868,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  and 
who  had  not  publicly  declined  to  accept  the  offices  to  which  they  were  elected,  were 
relieved  of  th^ir  disabilities.  From  these  facts  it  was  contended  that  the  members  or 
the  legislature  who  voted  for  Vance  might  well  believe,  and  it  was  said  that  in  fact  they 
did  believe,  that  Congress  would  relieve  Vance  of  his  disability  and  that  he  would  be 
admitted  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

This  suggestion  has  some  force,  but  a  slight  examination  will  show  that  it  is  rather 
plausible  than  sound.  In  the  first  place  the  case  bears  no  resemblance  to  that  supposed 
in  the  report  in  Yulee's  case;  because  here  there  was  no  misapprehension  as  to  any  fact 
then  existing.  If  the  electors  had  supposed  that  Vance  was  not  disqualified,  though  in 
feet  he  was,  or  had  they  believed  that  an  act  had  already  passed  Congress  relieving  him 
from  his  disability,  though  such  was  not  the  case,  then  the  electors  would  have  acted 
under  a  misapprehension  and  honestly  entertained  the  belief  that  Vance  was  eligible. 
But  such  is  not  the  case.  Every  elector  who  voted  for  Vance  knew  that  he  was  disqual- 
ified by  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  that  his  disability  had  not  been  removed. 
Every  elector  therefore  knew  when  he  gave  his  vote  for  Vance  that,  as  the  case  then 
stood,  such  vote  was  thrown  away.  As  well  might  a  man  claim  exemption  from  the 
penalty  imposed  by  a  statute  upon  the  ground  that  although  he  knew  he  was  violating 
its  provisions  he  expected  the  legislature  would  repeal  it.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  legis- 
lature to  elect  a  Senator  who,  in  virtue  of  that  election,  and  without  the  aid  of  any  other 
government,  would  be  authorized  to  demand  his  seat  as  a  Senator.  To  elect  a  disqual- 
ified candidate,  and  then  refer  it  to  Congress  to  remove  his  disqualifications  or  not,  is  to 
transfer  the  election  from  the,  legislature  to  Congress.  In  such  case  the  legislature 
would  in  efiect  be  nominating  a  Senator  and  submitting  it  to  Congress  to  determine 
whether  or  not  he  should  be  a  Senator.  Put  the  case  in  the  strongest  possible  light  for 
Vance,  still  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  electors  who  voted  for  him  knew  that  as  the 
case  then  stood  their  votes  were  being  thrown  away;  that  without  the  action  of  Congress, 
which  might  or  might  not  be  interposed,  the  election  was  in  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tution;  and  up  to  the  time  when  Abbott  claimed  his  seat  in  this  body,  and  up  to  the 
present  hour,  the  votes  n;' ven  for  Vance  remain  wholly  inoperative,  void,  blanks  in  the 
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law,  thrown  away  for  eveiy  legal  purpose.    Mistakes  which  equity  may  relieve 

are  mistakes  in  regard  to  existing  facts — not  oversangnine  and  uniouiidcd  hopes  looking 

to  the  future  for  realizution  and  aoconipli»hment. 

In  the  Hei'ond  place,  the  leKislntion  of  Congress  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  the 
reoonstmcted  governments  of  tlic  Southern  SStates  furnishes  no  precedent  to  hind  the 
Henate  in  determining  the  election  of  its  own  members.  Those  State  governments  coald 
not  be  organized  without  relieving  the  disabilities  of  those  who  had  been  elected.  Con- 
gress was  therefore  compelled  to  do  m>  or  abandon  those  States  to  anarchy  or  remit  them 
to  military  rule.  To  ({uotc  the  language  of  a  great  statesman  on  anotlier  subject:  *'  A 
doubtful  precedent  should  not  bo  followed  beyond  its  necessity.**  No  such  necessity 
exists  in  regard  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and  therefore  the  electors  had  no 
right  to  assume  that  Congress  would  do  in  this  case  where  there  was  no  necessity  for  it 
what  it  had  been  compelled  to  do  in  the  other  "cases  referred  to.  And  in  no  case  has  a 
Senator  electeil  under  di8;ibilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  been  relieved 
of  such  disability  and  i)ermittetl  to  take  his  seat 

Several  decisions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  have  been  referred  to»  which  are 
»npj)oscd  to  he  imronsisttnt  with  the  principle  here  asserted.  But  it  is  believe<l  that  in 
noiu'  of  those  cases  was  it  established  that  the  electors  knew  of  the  disqualification  of 
the  candidate  voted  for;  and  in  the  very  able  report  of  Mr.  Dawes,  from  the  Committee 
on  Elections  (Kep.  of  Committees,  11,  2d  sess.  4()th  Cong.),  which  is  much  relied  upon, 
it  is  expressly  stated  that  this  point  was  not  involved  because  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
electors  had  such  notice. 

But  there  are  many  reasf)ns  for  declining  a  critical  examination  of  the  decisions  of  the 
other  House  in  reganl  to  the  election  of  its  memtx^rs.  ISy  the  Constitution,  each  Hooso 
is  made  the  judge  of  the  electicms,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  members.  It  would 
therefore  be  improper  for  the  Senate — certainly  indelicate  lor  a  committee  of  the  Senate — 
to  criticise  the  actions  or  decisitms  or  the  House;  and  it  would  l)e  subversive  of  the  Con- 
stitution l)ecause  it  would  ])ractically  make  the  House  of  Keprest>ntatives  not  only  the 
judge  of  the  election,  returns,  and  qualiflcations  of  its  own  members,  but  also  of  the 
members  of  this  H(ms<\  if  the  Senate  were  to  follow  as  precedents  the  decisions  of  the 
House  in  amtlict  with  its  own  opinion.s. 

Again,  there  is  much  force  and  reason  in  the  distinction  made  by  the  court,  in  Com- 
monwealth m.  Cluley  (5()  I'enn.  St.,  274),  l>etween  a  popular  elei!tion,  under  our  system 
of  almost  universal  suiTiaKe,  tor  a  memlKT  of  the  House  of  Kepre^ntatives,  by  ballot,  and 
an  election  of  a  St'nator  by  a  rim  rttce  vote  of  the  membcre  of  a  legislature.  And  it  might 
well  he  that  the  House  oV  liepresentatives  should  establish  one  rule  appropriate  to  the 
election  of  its  memlK^rs,  and  the  Senate  a  ditlerent  rule  in  reganl  to  the  election  of  its 
members.     The  difference  In'twcen  the  two  ca«<es  would  ju.stily  <liflereiit  rul«t. 

In  a  popular  election,  by  ballot,  for  a  memt>er  oftho  Himsi^  of  Kepn^sentativesji,  where 
the  voters  are  numerous  and  s(*attereil  over  a  considerable  territory,  it  would  l>e  impOHhble 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  chTtors,  or  enough  of  them  to  change  the  muU,  had 
knowledgt?  of  the  diM|uaIilication  of  the  i*andidate.  I>eside«,  voting  by  ballot  luHndeH 
the  right  of  the  clertor  to  conceal  the  fact  for  which  candidate  he  voted.  This  is  his 
secret,  which  (-annot  1m^  wn's!e<l  from  him  even  in  a  court  of  justice.  And  they  who 
voted  against  the  successful  candi<latc,  yot  failed  to  defeat  him  at  the  polls,  might  at- 
tempt to  accfmiplish  the  same  end  by  pretending  to  have  voted  for  him  with  knowledge 
of  his  incap:icity.  Kven  iN-rjury  in  such  case,  shouhl  a  voter  voluntarily  swear  fi^lseW 
in  regard  to  it,  e<m1d  never  be  detcM'ted  and  puniHhe<l.  Such  a  [irinciple  applietl  tosocb 
elections  w<»uld  In>  uns^itisfactory,  often  imapable  of  application,  and  always  a  tempt*- 
tion  to  frauds  and  |NTiuri«>s,  which  might  l>e  committit!  with  impunity.  And  it  nioy  be 
conceded  that,  indrteriuining  who  haMlM*i*n  ele<'t4>d  at  such  popular  election  by  ballot,  no 
candidate  not  re<viving  a  majority  of  all  voters  cant,  counting  Jdanks  and  l>allots  for  dift- 
qualitU*d  candidate's,  oii;;ht  to  l»e  deelan'd  el<'ct4Hl;  and  that  the  decisitmsof  the  HouMof 
Kepresentativi-s,  ns  jipplied  to  the  election  of  its  own  memlK*rs,  ought  to  procce<l  upon  a 
difTenMit  principh-  than  the  one  hen>  c(»n tended  for. 

Hut  the  circnmstaiKcs  which  may  well  indu(*e  the  Hou.<«e  of  Representatives  to  depart 
from  the  ancient  rule  and  practiec  in  determining  the  ehn'tion  of  itn  meiubeni  do  not 
exi»»t  in  relation  to  the  elect i(»n  of  Senators.  Senators  arc  electcil  by  a  small  number  of 
persons,  the  nunilMT  tixe<l  by  law,  who  are  compelletl  to  vote  rmi  rotf.  Their  %*otefi  aio 
matters  of  re<'ord.  and  the  reconl  dischises  who  voted  for  and  who  vote<l  ng:iinst  the  dit- 
qualitieil  c;iiidi<l:ite.  Whether  thes4*  electors  had  noti(Tor  not  of  the  ineligibility  of  a 
canditlate  is  i-aHJlv.  and  mav  lie  detinitelv  and  certiinlv,  ascertuine«1.  Then*  is  noincon- 
veniem-e.  no  op|M)rt unity  for  fraud,  no  temptation  to  p<*rjnry,  in  the  iipp1i(t:ition  of  the 
principle  here  ciiiiteniled  for  to  f»ucb  art  elect i«m.  Every  rejison  that  csm  l>e  given  for 
excluding  the  applK-iition  of  this  ]iriiiciple  to  iM»puIar  elections  by  lialliit  sustains  ita 
appliaition  to  the  el«*ction  of  a  Senator  by  the  rini  toce  vote  of  the  members  of  the  legis- 
lature; and  it  ia  worthy  of  remark  that  the  rule  of  parliamentary  and  common  law,  whiGh 
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is  esteblished  bjan  unbroken  current  of  decisions  in  England,  had  reference  to  elections, 
not  by  ballot,  bat  viva  voce.  That  method  of  election  gave  rise  to  the  rule,  and  no  reason 
has  been  ^i  von,  none  suggests  itself,  for  departing  from  it  now  in  regard  to  such  elections. 
And  it  should  also  be  observed  that  in  every  case  in  the  American  courts  of  law  where 
the  judges  have,  obiter  dictmn,  declared  that  the  minority  candidate  was  not  elected,  not 
only  was  the  element  of  knowledge  of  the  disqualification  wanting,  but  the  election  was 
by  ballot,  and  not  mva  voce.  Not  a  dictum  of  any  American  court,  or  American  law- 
writer  of  established  reputation,  has  been  cited  to  your  committee,  and  it  is  believed  that 
none  exist,  which  disapproves  of  the  principle  as  applicable  to  elections  i4va  voce. 

In  the  report  of  the  majority  it  is  said  that  this  principle  belongs  to  a  government 
where,  as  in  England,  the  right  to  vote  has  been  gratited  or  conceded  as  a  boon  or  iran- 
chise  by  the  monarch  to  his  subject;  and  hence  to  vote  for  a  candidate  known  to  be  dis- 
qualified is  a  crime.  But  that  in  this  country  voting  is  the  inherent  right  (jf  every 
citizen;  and  Roe  on  Elections,  page  256,  is  cited  as  sustaining  this  assertion  in  relation 
to  elections  in  Enghuid.  The  author  referred  to,  so  far  from  sustaining  such  a  distinction, 
does  not  allude  to  it.  And  it  is  believed,  for  many  reasons,  that  no  such  distinction  can 
be  maintained. 

(1)  The  great  charter  in  England  was  not  a  concession  in  the  sense  of  a  grant  of  rights. 
It  was  an  admission  that  certain  rights  belonged  to  Englishmen,  and  always  had  belonged 
to  them.  The  rights  there  admitted  to  exist  were  the  inherent  rights  of  Englishmen. 
Blackstone  says: 

"The  great  charter  ^contiiined  very  few  new  grants,  but,  as  Sir  Edward  Coke  observes, 
was,  for  the  most  part,  declaratory  of  the  principal  grounds  of  the  fundamental  laws  of 
England.'" 

The  great  bill  of  rights  delivered  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  to  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Orange  February  13, 1688,  and  afterward  enacted  in  Parliament,  after  enumerating 
the  privileges  of  the  people,  concludes  in  the  following  strain  of  ancient,  manly  eloquence: 

*' And  they  do  claim,  demand,  and  insist  upon  all  and  singular  the  premises,  as  their 
undoubted  rights  and  liberties. ' ' 

And  the  act  of  Parliament  recognizes — 

''All  and  singular  the  rights  and  liberties  asserted  and  claimed  in  the  said  declaration 
to  be  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable  rights  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom." 

(2)  The  right  of  voting  in  this  country  is  not  an  inherent  right  of  the  citizen.  If  it 
were,  women  as  well  as  men  could  vote;  because  women  as  well  as  men  are  citizens,  and 
always  have  been  under  our  Constitution ;  and  every  inherent  right  of  the  citizen  is 
possessed  as  fully,  and  may  be  exercised  as  freely,  by  the  female  as  the  male  citizen. 
Our  popular  elections  are  participated  in  by  those  who  have  a  constitutional  right  to 
vote.  Their  right  to  vote  does  not  spring  merely  from  citizenship;  it  is  a  right  secured, 
limited,  and  regulated  by  the  Constitution  and  laws.  A  citizen  has  no  more  inherent 
right  to  be  a  voter  than  to  be  a  Senator.  The  citizen  may  vote  if  the  Constitution  and 
laws  permit,  not  otherwise;  so  every  citizen  may  be  a  Senator  if  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied, n(ft  otherwise. 

(3)  But  if  such  distinction  were  conceded  to  exist,  it  would  strengthen  the  conclusion 
here  arrived  at.  To  test  this,  let  us  concede  that  the  Englishman,  in  voting,  is  exer- 
cising not  an  inherent  right,  but  a  franchise  delegated  to  him  by  the  Crown;  therefore 
it  is  a  crime  for  him  to  vote  for  a  disqualified  candidate,  and  for  that  reason  his  vote  is 
considered  as  thrown  away,  and  the  next  Jiighest  qualified  candidate  is  to  be  considered 
as  elected.  And  let  us  also  concede  that  at  a  popular  election  in  this  country  the  voter 
exercises  an  inherent  right  of  citizenship;  and  hence,  if  he  votes  for  a  candidate  known 
to  be  disqualified,  his  vote  is  not  thrown  away.  From  these  admissions  what  results? 
Simply  this:  That  in  our  popular  elections,  by  ballot,  for  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  principle  here  contended  lor  does  not  apply.  Very  well.  It  does 
not  apply  upon  this  hypothesis,  because- the  voter  is  exercising  an  inherent  night,  and 
not  a  delegated  power,  when  he  casts  his  ballot.  Now,  if  this  distinction  be  well  taken, 
does  not  every  one  perceive  that  the  principle  here  contended  for  must  apply  io  an  elec- 
tion of  Senators  by  the  members  of  a  legislature,  who,  in  that  election,  are  exercising  a 
delegated  power,  and  not  an  inherent  right?  The  members  of  the  legislature,  in  elect- 
ing a  Senator,  are  exercising  a  power  that  is  delegated  in  a  double  sense.  The  power  to 
elect  a  Senator  is  delegated  by  this  Government — that  is,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States — to  the  legislature  of  the  State;  and  the  people  elect  members  of  that  legis- 
lature, who  are,  among  other  things,  to  exercise  this  power  of  electing  a  Senator.  It 
will  not  be  pretended  that  a  member  of  the  legislature  in  voting  for  a  Senator  is. exer- 
cising an  inherent  right  of  a  citizen,  and  all  must  admit  that  he  is  exercising  a  delegated 
power;  so  that  the  very  argument  which  exempts  the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  operation  of  the  principle  under  consideration  subjects  the 
election  of  Senators  to  its  full  operation. 

It  has  also  been  urged  before  your  committee  that  bills  passed  by  Congress  to  relieve 
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diaabilitl«6  of  mambers  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatires  rett  upon  piiodples 
iAConsistent  with  the  coDclosions  of  this  report.  To  this  two  answers  may  be  made:  1. 
The  proceedings  of  Congress  in  relation  tb  cases  of  election  while  reconstruction  of  the 
late  rebel  States  was  in  progress  can  hardly  be  relied  upon  as  settling  principles  by  which 
either  House  ot  Congress  ought  to  be  bound  in  times  of  peace.  The  circumstances  under 
which  such  legislation  was  had  were  exceptional,  and  the  legislation  itself  ought  not  to 
stand  as  a  precedent.  2.  The  bills  which  have  passed  were  bills  originating  in  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  concerning  members  elected  to  that  House,  and  although  the  Senate  has 
concurred  in  the  enactment  of  such  laws  it  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  settling  principles 
by  which  the  Senate  must  be  bound  in  determining  the  election  of  its  owh  members. 
Whenever  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  manifests  its  desire  to  seat  a  member,  although 
it  may  require  the  enactment  of  a  law  by  both  Houses  to  accomplish  the  purpose,  sUll 
the  Senate  in  concurring  in  such  enactment  may  be  regarded  as  extending  a  courtesy 
to  the  House  of  iiepresentatives  rather  than  settling  principles  which  will  bind  the  Sen- 
ate in  relation  to  the  election  of  its  own  members. 

To  recapitulate,  in  regard  to  the  precise  legal  question  involved  in  this  case,  viz, 
whether  in  an  election  viva  voce  the  votes  cast  for  a  candidate  known  by  the  electors 
when  they  gave  their  votes  to  be  disqualified  are  to  be  considered  as  thrown  away  and 
the  qualified  candidate  next  on  the  poll  is  to  be  declared  elected,  we  have  in  favor  of 
such  a  principle: 

1.  The  uniform  and  unbroken  current  of  decisions  in  the  British  Parliament  from  the 
earliest  to  the  present  time. 

2.  The  unanimous  voice  of  the  English  courts  of  law. 

3.  The  express  and  well-considered  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana in  the  case  of  Gulick  V8.  New  (14  Ind.  Kep.,  927),  and  the  case  of  Carson  V8.  McPhet- 
ridge  (15  Ind.  Kep.,  327),  applyihg  the  rule  even  to  a  popular  election. 

4.  The  authority  of  Cushing's  Lex  Parliamentariu^  the  best  American  work  on  the  sub- 
ject; Wilson's  Digest  of  Parliamentary  Law;  Angelland  Ames  on  Corporations,  a  work  of 
standard  authority;  the  precedent  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  even  in  regard  to 
a  popular  election  of  its  members  (vide  Cushing's  Reports  of  Contested  Election  Cases 
in  Massachusetts,  page  499;  and  another  case,  same  report,  576). 

And  opposed  to  this  principle  in  regard  to  an  election  viva  voce  we  have  absolutely 
nothing.  Not  a  writer,  English  or  American,  not  a  decision  of  any  court  or  dictum  of 
any  judge  in  either  country  has  been  cited  condemning  or  denying  this  principle  in 
regard  to  such  an  election;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the  court,  in  Com.  vs.  Cluley  (56  Penn. 
St.,  270),  which  is  relied  on  as  being  opposed,  expressly  recognize  and  indorse  this 
principle  when  applied  to  elections  viva  voce  by  a  limited  number  of  electors. 

The  cases  which  have  been  cited  from  the  American  reports  and  are  relied  upon  as 
being  opposed  to  this  principle  all  related  to  popular  elections  by  ballot,  and  not  to  elec- 
tions viva  voce.  Yet  even  in  those  cases  the  element  of  knowledge  that  the  candidate 
was  disqualified  did  not  exist,  and  therefore  aU  that  is  said  about  it  in  those  cases  is  obiter 
dicta. 

A  declaration  from  the  bench  is  obiter  dictum,  and  not  binding  as  authority  when  it 
was  unnecessary  to  a  decision  of  the  case  in  which  it  was  made. 

To  illustrate,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Dred  Scott  case  (19 
Howard,  393),  first  determined  that  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  had  no  juris- 
diction in  the  case.  That  ended  the  matter.  The  decision  of  the  court  below  had  to  be 
reversed  for  that  reason.  It  was  therefore  obiter  dictum  for  the  court  to  proceed  to  decide 
questions  which,  decided  either  way,  would  not  affect  the  judgment  to  be  pronounced. 
Had  the  court  in  that  case  held  that  the  Missouri  compromise,  so  called,  was  constitu- 
tional, yet  the  decision,  that  is,  the  judgment,  would  have  been  the  same. 

The  true  rule  upon  this  subject  is  given  by  Vaughan,  C.  J.  (Vaughan,  382),  as  fol- 
lows: 

'*An  opinion  given  in  court,  if  not  necessary  to  the  judgment  given  of  record,  but  that 
it  might  have  been  as  well  given  if  no  such  or  a  contrary  opinion  had  been  broached,  is 
no  judicial  opinion,  nor  more  than  a  gratia  dictum.  But  an  opinion,  though  erroneous, 
concluding  to  the  judgment,  is  a  judicial  opinion,"  &c. 

To  the  same  effect  see  Heath,  J.,  in  Hutchinson  vs.  Birch,  4  Taunton,  625;  Pittstown 
vs.  Plattsbnrg,  18  Johnson,  418. 

Therefore  all  that  was  said^by  the  judges  in  the  American  cases  cited,  which  cases  did 
not  involve  the  element  of  knowledge  of  the  incapacity  of  the  candidate,  is  obiter  dicta. 
But  were  it  otherwise,  and  had  those  decisions  been  made  in  cases  which  showed  that 
the  disqualification  of  the  candidate  was  known  to  the  elector,  still  the  fact  that  they 
relate  only  to  popular  elections  by  ballot  would  render  them  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
'  case  now  before  the  Senate. 

Therefore  it  is  submitted  that  upon  reason  and  authority  the  votes  cast  for  Mr.  Vance, 
with  fuU  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature  tluit 
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he  was  disqualified  by  the  CoDs'titntion  to  serve  in  this  body,  ought  to  be  considered  as 
thrown  away;  and  that,  inasmuch  as  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
house  were  **  actually  present, '*  the  election  was  legal,  and  that  the  qualified  candidate 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes,  and  a  majority  of  all  votes  cast  for  qualified  can- 
didates, was  duly  elected.  It  is  conceded  that  majorities  have  a  constitutional  right  to 
govern  in  this  country;  but  it  is  not  conceded  that  even  the  majority  of  the  legislature 
of  a  State  may  morally  or  constitutionally  defeat  government  by  refusing  to  elect  Sena- 
tors to  serve  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  In  this  case  the  majority  had  a  right 
to  elect  a  qualified  person  to  the  Senate;  but,  having  waived  their  right  by  voting  for  .a 
person  known  to  be  disqualified,  as  much  as  though  they  had  refused  to  vote  at  all,  or 
had  voted  for  a  man  known  to  be  dead,  the  minority  who  complied  with  the  Constitu- 
tion by  voting  for  a  qualified  candidate  may  well  be  held  to  have  expressed  the  will  of 
the  legislature.  If  the  majority,  being  called  upon,  will  not  vote,  they  cannot  complain 
that  the  election  was  decided  by  those  who  did  vote,  though  a  minority  of  the  elective 
body.  And  voting  for  a  person  known  to  be  disqualified  is  not  voting.  Such  votes  are 
void — no  votes;  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast,  a  quorum  being  present,  must 
effect  an  election. 

Therefore,  in  view  of  the  premises,  the  minority  of  your  committee  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  followiDg  resolution: 

BeRolvedy  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elected  Senator  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  such  Senator. 

MATT.  H.  CARPENTER, 
B.  F.  RICE, 

Minority  of  Committee. 

»  Thursday,  April  11,  1872. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Logan,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following  resolution, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections: 

^^ Resolved^  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  not  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by 
the  North  Carolina  legislature  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,  1870,  for  the  office 
of  Senator  of  the  United  States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  States  Senate  as 
such  Senator." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Carpenter  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  **  resolved,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  follpwing: 

*'  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elected  Senator  from  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina ibr  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871,  and  that  he 
is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  such  Senator,*' 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  (at  5  o'clock  and  15  minutes)  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate,  including  a  speech  by  Mr.  Logan,  is  Ibund  on  pages  219-229  of  the  Ap- 
pendix to  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head-note.] 

Fbiday,  April  12,  1872. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  (bund  on  pages  2387-2390  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  Mr.  Carpenter's  speech  is  found  on  pages  245-257  of  the  Appendix  referred 
to  in  the  head-note.  1 

Monday,  April  15, 1872. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2431-2434  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.  Mr.  Thurman's  speech  is  found  on  pages  234-245  of  the  Apjiendix  referred 
to  in  the  head-note.] 

Monday,  April  22,  1872. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  2639  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head- 
note.  Mr.  Pool's  speech  is  found  on  pages  272-279  of  the  Appendix  referred  to  in  the 
head-note.] 

Tuesday,  April  23,  1872. 

The  Vice-President  announced  that  the  morning  hour  had  expired,  and  called  up  the 

unfinished  business  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  adjournment,  viz,  the  resolution  reported 

from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  declaring  Joseph  C.  Abbott  not  entitled 

to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and  the  Senate 

resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution. 

«  *  «  «  «  »  » 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Carpenter  to  amend  the 
resolution,  viz:  Strike  out  all  after  the  word  '* resolved,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert: 
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**  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elected  Senator  from  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina for  Ihc  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871,  and  that  he 
is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  such  Senator,*' 

After  debate, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  42. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Carpenter,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Ames,  Chandler,  Cragin,  Gilbert,  Howe, 
Nye,  Osbom,  Patterson,  Pool,  and  Sawyer. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Blair,  Buckingham,  Cald- 
well, Cameron,  Casserly,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Edmunds,  P^enton, 
Ferry  of  Connecticut,  FeiTy  of  Michigan,  Frelinghuysen,  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland,  Hamlin,  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Johnston,  Kelly,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill 
of  Vermont,  Morton,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Robertson,  Schnrz,  Scott,  Sprague,  Stevenson, 
Stockton,  Sumner,  Thurmau,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Vickers,  West,  Windom,  and  Wright 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to;  and 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  not  having  receiveda  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by 
the  North  Carolina  legislature  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  November,  1870,  for  the  office 
of  Senator  of  the  United  States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  s&id  United  States  Senate  as 
such  Senator. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  2676  of  the  Congressional  Globe  referred  to  in  the  head- 
note.  Mr.  Carpenter's  speech  is  found  on  pages  328-334  of  the  Appendix  referred  to  in 
the  head-note.] 

COMPENSATION  OF  jftB.    ABBOTT. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1872. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  Ibllowing 
resolution;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent: 

^^ Resolved,  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  late  contestant  for  a  seat  in  this  body  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  be  allowed  his  salary  from  4th  of  March,  1871,  np  to  the  23d  of 
April,  1872,  and  one  mileage  each  way." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time,  by  nnanimons  consent 

Resolved,  That  it  pass. 

CBEDENTIALS  OF  MB.   BANSOM. 

Monday,  February  6,  1872. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  credentials  of  Matt  W.  Ransom,  elected 
a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  linexpired  portion  of 
the  term  commencing  March  4,  1871;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1872. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  Matt  W.  Ransom,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4,  1871,  reported  that  upon  examina- 
tion the  committee  had  found  that  the  credentials  were  in  due  form,  and  recommended 
that  Mr.  Ransom  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate; 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Ransom  appeared,  and  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered  to 
him  by  the  Vice-President,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MB.   BANSOM. 

Fbiday,  AprU  26,  1872. 

Mr.  Bayard  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  i>ay  of  the  Hon.  Matt  W.  Ransom,  as  a  Senatcur  ftom  the  State  of 
North  ci^lina,  shall  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1871." 
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Tuesday,  June  4,  1872. 

Mr.  ThnmaD,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Bayard  April  26,  1872,  relative  to  the  pay  of  Matt  W. 
Ransom,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  following  reso- 
lution offered  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Bayard,  to  wit: 

^^Mesolvfdj  That  the  pay  of  Matt  W.  Ransom  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  shall  commence  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1871," 

Report  that  the  practice  in  each  House  of  Congress  seems  to  have  been  founded  upon 
an  interpretation  of  the  act  of  July  12, 1862  (12  Stat.,  624;  Manual,  312),  consistent  with 
the  resolution.  As  this  interpretation  has  been  practiced  upon  since  1862,  and  may  be 
considered  as  within  the  spirit  of  the  act  aforesaid,  your  committee  report  back  the  res- 
olution with  a  recommendiAtion  that  it  be  i)a88ed. 

O.  P.  MORTON. 

A.  G.  THURMAN. 
H.  B.  ANTHONY. 
JOSHUA  HILL. 

M.  H.  CARPENTER. 
JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 

B.  F.  RICE. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 
Orderedf  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  said  resolution  was  lead  the  third  time. 
JResolvedf  ThatitpasB. 
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[Forty-second  Congress — Second  and  third  sessions.] 

S.  C.  POMEHOY  AND  ALEXANDER  CALDWELL, 

of  Kansas. 

April  8, 1872,  a  report  of  a  Joint  committee  appointed  by  the  Kansas  legislature  to  investigate 
charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  connected  with  the  Senatorial  elections  of  1867  and  1871  was  pr6> 
sented  and  referred  to  the  ConiYniltee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  Mr.  Pomeroy  had  been  elected 
in  1867,  and  Mr.  Caldwell  in  1871.  May  11,  the  Senate  resolved  that  the  conimi<tee  be  authorised 
to  investigate  these  elections.  June  3.  the  committee  reported  in  rei^rd  to  Mr.  Pomeroy'i*  election 
that  there  was  no  evidence  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  had  used  money  to  influence  any  vote  in  his  favor, 
except  heariui J/,  aud  that  wa$)  plainly  contradicted  by  direct  testimony ;  that  the  cha/ges  of  bribery 
und  corruption  against  Mr.  Pumeroy.  connected  with  his  election,  totally  failed  to  be  sustained  by 
competent  proof,  but  seem  to  have  been  urged  for  some  purpose  unknown  to  the  committee  beyond 
that  of  correcting  existing  evils.  Two  members  of  the  committee  did  not  concur  in  the  last  eon* 
elusion.  The  committee  reported  the  testimony  taken,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  Mr.  I'omeroy's  case. 

February  17,  1873,  the  committee  reported  in  regard  to  Mr.  Caldwell's  election  that  they  could 
"  not  duubt  that  money  was  paid  to  some  members  of  the  legislature  for  their  votes,  and  money 
promised  to  others  which  was  not  paid,  and  offered  to  others  who  did  not  accept  it; ''  that  it  was  a 
subject  of  discussion  in  the  committee  whether  the  ofi'en&es  of  Mr.  Caldwell  should  t>e  punished 
by  ezpulMJon,  or  go  to  the  vatidity  of  his  election,  but  that  a  majority  were  of  opinion  that  they 
went  to  the  validity  of  his  election  and  had  the  effect  to  make  it  void.  The  committee  submitted 
the  evidence  taken  and  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that  Mr.  Caldwell  was  not  duly 
and  legally  elected.  March  24,  after  long  debate  on  the  resolution,  before  a  vote  was  taken',  Mr. 
Caldwell  resigned  his  seat. 

February  10, 1873,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pomeroy,  the  Senate  resolved  that  a  select  committee  in vesti- 
gate  charges  of  bril^ery  and  corruption  in  the  Senatorial  election  held  in  January,  1873,  relating  to 
the  alleged  purchabc  by  Mr.  Pomeroy  of  the  vote  of  A.  M.  York,  a  State  senator.  (Mr.  Pomeroy 
had  been  a  candidate  for  re-election  in  January,  1873.)  February  18,  a  memorial  of  B.  F.  Simpson 
was  presented,  praying  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  investigate  certain  other  general 
charges  of  bribery  against  Mr.  Pomeroy.  The  Senate  resolved  that  the  committee  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  these  general  charges.  March  3,  the  committee  reported  the  evidence,  and  the  con- 
clusions that  "  none  of  the  charges  preferred  by  Mr.  Simpson  were  sustained  '* ;  and  that,  in  regard 
to  the  charges  of  Mr.  York,  he  **  had  not  sustained  his  charge  by  sufficient  proof,  contradicted  as  it 
was  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Page  and  Mr.  Pomeroy."  One  member  of  the  oonunittee  did  not  agree 
with  the  report.    No  further  action  on  the  subject  was  taken. 

The  history  of  the  cat»e  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journals.  42d  Cong.,  2d  and  3d  sess.,  and  the  reports  of  the  committees,  refer- 
ences to  which  are  given  in  foot-notes. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.] 

Tuesday,  March  5,  1872. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to:  «         . 

^^Besolved,  That  all  papers  and  communications  relating  to  the  election  of  Senators  in 
the  State  of  Kansas  in  the  years  1867  and  1871  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leces  and  Elections,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  after  examination, 
what  action,  if  any,  should  be  taken  by  the  Senate  in  relation  thereto. '^ 

Mr.  Pomeroy  presented  a  printed  paper,  purporting  to  be  the  report  of  a  committee  of 
investigation  of  the  legislature  of  Kansas  on  the  Senatorial  elections  in  that  State  in  the 
years  1867  and  1871,  and  moved  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Priyi- 
legesand  Elections. 

The  reference  of  the  paper  being  objected  to, 

Ordered^  That  the  paper  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamlin  that  the  Senate  reconsider  its  vote  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Pomeroy  in  reference  to  the  election  of  Senators  in  the  State  of  Kansaa  in 
1867  and  1871,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1410,  1411  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  2d  sees.  42d 
Cong.,  part  2.] 

Monday,  AprU  8, 1872. . 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report  of  a  Joint  committee  appointed  bjr 
the  legislature  of  Kansas  to  investigate  charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  connected  with 
the  Senatorial  election  in  that  State  in  1867  and  1871;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections. 
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Hr.  Pomeniy  presented  a  report  of  a  joiut  coiumittee  appointed  by  the  Kansas  legisla- 
ture to  investigate  charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  connected  with  the  Senatorial  eleo- 
tioosof  1867  and  1871  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections. 

Saturday,  May  11,  1872. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  following 
lesolntiou;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  authorized  to  investi- 
gate the  election  of  Senator  C.  S.  Pomeroy  by  the  legislature  of  Kansas  in  1867,  and  the 
election  of  Senator  Alexander  Caldwell  in  1871;  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers;  that  the  chairman  or  acting  chairman  of  said  committee  or  any 
sabcommittee  thereof  have  x>ower  to  administer  oaths,  and  that  the  committee  be 
authorized  to  sit  in  Washington  or  elsewhere  during  the  session  of  Congress  and  in  vaca- 
tion." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3316,  3317  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  2d  sess.  42d 
Cong.,  part  4.] 

Monday,  J/ay  13,  1872. 

Mr.  Morton  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Kansas,  praying  on  investigation  of  the 

election  of  Hon.  Alexander  Caldwell  as  Senator  Irom  that  State. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

******* 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  following 
resolntion;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

**Besoiv€dj  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  authorized  to  employ  a 
stenographer  in  the  investigation  which  it  has  been  directed  to  make  into  the  Kansas 
Senatorial  elections." 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read  thtj  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent: 

''^Resolvedj  That  the  sum  of  !>]  0,000  be  appropriated  irom  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  delray  the  expenses  of  the  investiga- 
tion into  the  Kansas  Senatorial  elections,  ordered  by  the  Senate  to  be  paid  upon  vouchers 
approved  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time,  by  nnanimons  consent. 

Beaolvedf  That  it  pass. 

Monday,  June  3,  1872. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  who  were  instructed  by 
a  resolntion  of  the  Senate  of  May  11,  1872,  to  investigate  the  election  of  the  Senaton 
horn  Kansas,  submitted  a  report  (No.  224)  thereon. 

bepobt  of  committee  on  election  of  sib.  pomesoy  in  1867.* 

Ik  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Jttne  3,  1872.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  a  certified  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  investigation  appointed  by  the  Kansas  legislature  of 
1872  to  investigate  all  charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  connected  with  the  Senatorial 
elections  of  1867  and  1871,  met  on  the  20th  of  April,  1872,  and  directed  the  clerk  of  said 
committee  to  prepare  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  furnished  by  the  said  report  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Kansas.  On  the  23d  of  April  your  committee  met  and  adjourned  over  until  the 
24th,  when,  on  account  of  sickness  in  the  I'amily  of  Senator  Thurman,  the  case  wasx)ost- 
poned  until  he  should  return  from  a  visit  home. 

On  May  the  11th  your  committee  naet  and  adopted  the  following  resolntion: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  do  ask  the  Senate  for  leave  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  in  reference  to  the  elections  of  both  1867  and  1871,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  sit  in  the  vacation,  and  to  take  testimony  by  either  the  whole  com- 
mittee or  a  subcommittee,  at  Washington  or  elsewhere;  that,  in  asking  for  authority  as 
aforesaid,  the  chairman  be  requested  to  state  that  the  committee  express  no  opinion 
npon  the  subject.'' 

*  Taken  from  Senate  Beporta,  2d  seat.  42d  Cong.,  vol.  1,  No.  224.  The  teatimony  aocompanying  the 
rapovi  ia  here  omitted. 
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On  the  same  day  the  Senate,  in  response  to  the  request  of  the  committee,  adopted  the 
following  resolntion: 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  May  11, 1872. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  authorized  to  investi- 
gate the  election  of  Scoiator  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  by  the  legislature  of  Kansas,  in  1867,  and  the 
election  of  Senator  Alexander  Caldwell  in  1871;  that  the  committee  have  po^ver  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers;  that  the  chairman,  or  acting  chairman,  of  said  committee, 
or  any  subcommittee  thereof,  have  power  to  administer  oaths;  and  that  the  committee 
be  authorized  to  sit  in  Washington,  or  elsewhere,  during  the  session  of  Congress  and  in 
vacation. 
Attest* 

GEO.  C.  GORHAM, 

Secretary. 
By  W.  J.  MCDONALD. 

ai>/  Clerk, 

On  the  13th  of  May  your  committee  met,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  authority  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directed  all  witnesses  in  reference  to 
the  charges  against  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kansas,  to  be  summoned  to 
appear  forthwith  and  testify  in  reference  to  said  charges,  and  also  the  clerk  of  the  com- 
mittee was  directed  to  make  inquiry  who  is  the  present  custodian  of  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  late  Perry  Fuller,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and,  if  such  information  can  be  had,  that 
the  party  having  possession  of  his  account-books,  check-books,  and  bank-books,  for  the 
time  between  December  1,  1866,  and  February  1,  1867,  be  summoned  to  appear  with 
them. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

On  the  21st  day  of  May  your  committee  were  called  together  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  examination,  a  portion  of  the  witnesses  having  arrived. 

Senator  Caldwell,  of  Kansas,  appeared  and  urged  an  early  examination  and  disposition 
of  the  question  in  reference  to  his  election  in  1871.  Your  committee,  however,  consid- 
ering the  time  too  short  during  the  sitting  of  Congress  to  thoroughly  investigate  both 
Senatorial  elections,  concluded  to  proceed  only  with  the  investigation  of  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pomeroy  in  1867,  leaving  the  case  of  Mr.  Caldwell  to  be  examined  during  the  vaca- 
tion of  Congress,  or  at  such  time  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  your  committee. 

The  examination  of  the  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  then  proceeded  with, 
and  continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  case  was  closed. 

Your  committee  respectfully  submit  all  the  testimony,  and  report  as  follows: 

1.  That  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that  two  United  States  Senators  were  elected  by 
the  Kansas  legislature  in  1867,  Mr.  S.  C.  Pomeroy  for  a  full  term  of  six  years,  and  Mr. 
Ross  for  an  unexpired  term  of  four  years  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1867;  that  the  can- 
didacy of  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  generally  understood  by  the  people  of  Kansas  during  the 
election  of  members  of  the  legislature  who  were  to  elect  Senators  for  the  State  of  Kansas, 
and  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  as  one  of  those  Senators  was  generally  conceded, 
that  all  candidates  against  Mr.  Pomeroy  for  the  long  term  withdrew  from  the  contest, 
save  Mr.  A.  L.  Lee.  Mr.  Pomeroy,  in  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature, received  84  votes;  Mr.  Lee  received  25  votes;  thedisparity  of  votes  being  so  great 
as  to  preclude  of  itself  the  idea  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Pomeroy,  against  the  will  of  the 
constituents  of  those  who  voted  for  him,  was  procured  by  corrupt  means. 

2.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Mr.  Pomeroy,  or  any  one  for  him,  used  any  money  or 
other  valuable  thing  to  influence  any  vote  in  his  favor,  or  in  any  manner  to  bring  about 
his  election,  except  hearsay,  and  this  is  plainly  contradicted  by  the  direct  testimony  of 
the  parties  either  to  whom  or  by  whom  it  is  alleged  such  considerations  were  given. 

3.  The  evidence  that  Mr.  Pomeroy's  canvass  lor  Senator  cost  him  considerable  money 
is  clearly  shown  to  be  the  expenses  paid  by  him  for  himself  and  friends  during  the  Sena- 
torial canvass,  for  hotel  accommodations,  disconnected  entirely  with  the  vote  of  any 
member,  either  for  or  against  him. 

4.  The  evidence  shows  that  some  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  have  been  appointed 
to  office  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  but  fails  to  show  that  they  were 
appointed  in  consideration  of  any  vote  or  any  influence  used  by  them  in  procoring  the 
election  of  Mr.  Pomeroy;  and  your  committee  beg  leave  to  say  that  they  can  find  no 
fault  with  Mr.  Pomeroy  or  any  one  else  (when  they  recommend  for  appointment  to 
office)  that  they  recommend  their  friends  instead  of  their  enemies. 

5.  It  appears  from  the*evidence  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  engaged,  for  a  compensation  to  be 
made,  the  services  of  the  Lawrence  State  Journal  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Repub- 
lican candidates  and  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  State  of  Kansas  in  the  year  1868;  bat 
it  also  appears  that  said  Journal  broke  its  engagement,  and  supported  the  Conaervatiye 
or  Democratio  ticket. 
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Tour  committee,  therefore,  af^er  maturely  coDsidering  the  teetunony  adduced  before 
them,  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  charges  of  bribery  and  corrnption  against  S.  C. 
Pomeroy,  connected  with  his  Senatorial  election  by  the  Kansas  legislature  in  1867,  to- 
tally lail  to  be  sustained  by  any  competent  proof,  but  seem  to  have  been  urged  for  some 
purpose,  unknown  to  your  committee,  beyond  that  of  correcting  existing  evils.  Your 
committee^  therefore,  beg  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same. 

O.  P.  MORTON, 
B.  F.  RICE, 
JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 
H.  B.  ANTHONY, 
MATT.  H.  CARPENTER, 

CommiUee. 

We  concur  with  the  other  members  of  the  committee  in  the  finding  that  there  is  not 
evidence  before  us^suflBicient  to  show  that  Mr.  Pomeroy 's  election  was  procured  by  the 
use  of  corrupt  means;  and  having  no  definite,  reliable  information  leading  to  the  con- 
elusion  that  further  investigation  would  develop  such  evidence,  we  concur  in  the  rec- 
ommendation that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Here  wo  think  that  our  duty  ends.  We  do  not  think  it  proper  to  impugn  the 
motives  of  those  who  urged  this  investigation.  The  subject  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Senate  by  the  general  assembly  of  Kansas,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  a  proper  re- 
spect for  that  body  precludes  an  imputation  of  improper  motives. 

We  cannot,  therelbre,  concur  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  report,  and  there  are  other 
passages  that  do  not  meet  our  approval.  For  these  reasons  we  have  preferred  to  state 
our  views  in  our  own  language. 

A.  G.  THURMAN. 
JOSHUA  HILL. 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.] 

Monday,  February  17,  1873. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  who  were  instructed  by 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  investigate  the  election  of  Alexander  Caldwell,  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Kansas  in  1871,  submitted  a  report  (No.  451)  accompanied  by  the 
following  resolution: 

^^  Eesolvedj  That  Alexander  Caldwell  was  not  duly  and  legally  elected  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas. '' 

REPOET  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTION  OP  MB.   CALDWELL  IN  1871.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Morton  (chairman),  Carpenter,  Logan,  Alcorn, 
Hill,  Anthony,  and  Trumbull.] 

In  the  Senate  op  the  United  States. 
Febbuaey  17,  1873. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  following 
report: 

On  the  11th  day  of  May,  1872,  the  Senate  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

^^Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  authorized  to  investi- 
gate the  election  of  Senator  S.  C.  Pomeroy  by  the  legislature  of  Kansas  in  1867,  and  the 
election  of  Senator  Alexander  Caldwell  in  1871;  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers;  that  the  chairman  or  acting  chairman  of  said  committee  or  any 
subcommittee  thereof  have  power  to  administer  oaths;  and  that  the  committee  be  author- 
ized to  sit  in  Washington  or  elsewheI;^  during  the  session  of  Congress  and  in  vacation.'' 

In  obedience  to  this  resolution  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  have  had 
under  consideration  the  election  of  Alexander  Caldwell  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  in  Januar}*-,  1871,  have  taken  testimony,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

It  is  testified  by  Mr.  Len.  T.  Smith,  a  former  business  partner  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  his 
active  friend  at  the  time  of  his  election  and  during  this  investigation,  that  he  made  an 
agreement  with  Thomas  Carney,  of  Leawnworth,  by  which,  in  consideration  that  Mr. 
Carney  should  not  be  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator  before  the  legislature  of 
Kansas,  and  should  give  his  influence  and  support  for  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  C^dwell  ^onld 


*  Taken  fh>m  Senate  Heporte,  3d  seas.  42d  Congr.,  No.  451.    The  evidence  aooompanyinff  the  report 
is  hfsre  omitted. 
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pay  bim  the  snm  of  $15,00().  Tor  which  amount  notes  were  given  and  afterward  paid,  at 
the  same  time  taking  from  Mr.  Carney  a  written  instrument  in  which  he  pledged  him- 
self in  the  most  solemn  manner  not  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Senator  in  the 
approaching  election. 
This  instrument  is  in  the  words  following: 

"I  hereby  agree  that  I  will  not  under  any  condition  of  circumstances  be  a  candidate 
for  the  United  States  Senate  in  the  year  1871  wthout  the  written  consent  of  A.  Cald- 
well, and  in  case  I  do  to  forfeit  my  word  of  honor  hereby  pledged.  I  further  agree  and 
bind  myself  to  forfeit  the  sum  of  $15,000,  and  authorize  the  publication  of  this  agree- 
ment. 

"THOS.  CAENEY. 

**T0PEKA,  January  13,  1871. '» 

Mr.  Smith's  testimony  is  fully  corroborated  by  that  of  Mr.  Carney,  who  admits  the 
execution  of  the  paper,  the  making  of  the  arrangement,  the  taking  of  the  notes,  and 
the  subsequent  receipt  of  the  money.  The  notes  for  the  money  were  signed  by  Mr. 
Smith,  but  paid  by  Mr.  Caldwell;  and  one  of  them,  for  $5,000,  was  made  contingent 
upon  Mr.  Caldwell's  election.  The  substance  of  the  whole  agreement,  only  a  part  of 
which  was  expressed  in  the  writing,  was  that  Mr.  Carney  should  not  be  a  candidate  for 
the  Senate  against  Mr.  Caldwell,  that  he  should  use  his  influence  for  Mr.  Caldwell,  go 
to  Topeka,  meet  the  legislature,  and  do  all  he  could  to  secure  his  flection. 

The  lirst  question  to  be  considered  is:  Was  this  arrangement  corrupt?  Was  it  the 
use  of  corrupt  means  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Caldwell  to  procure  his  election?  The  .x)mmit- 
tee  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  corrupt;  was  against  public  policy;  was  demoralizing  in 
its  character;  directly  contributed  to  destroy  the  purity  and  i'reedom  of  election,  and 
not  ta  be  tolerated  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  as  a  means  of  procuring  a  seat  in 
that  body. 

To  understand  the  full  nature  of  the  transaction  we  must  consider  the  character  and 
position  of  Mr.  Carney.  lie  had  been  a  governor  of  Kansas;  he  had  once  been  elected 
a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  that  State,  but  the  election  was 
premature,  being  at  the  wrong  session ;  he  had  been  a  candidate  for  the  Senate  at  another 
time,  and  had  come  within  10  votes  of  being  elected.  He  was  well  known  throughout 
the  State,  had  a  large  IxKly  of  active  friends,  mauy  of  whom  were  warmly  devoted  to 
his  political  fortunes.  His  being  a  candidate  would  greatly  endanger  the  success  of 
Mr.  Caldwell,  if  not  certain  to  result  in  his  defeat.  He  was  from  the  same  city  with 
Mr.  Caldwell,  and  his  candidacy  would  be  the  more  dangerous  on  that  account.  When 
Mr.  Caldwell  agreed  to  give  him  $15,000  under  this  arrangement  it  was  an  attempt  to 
purchase  the  votes  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Carney.  He  doubtless  expected  that  Mr.  Car- 
ney, through  his  influence  over  his  friends,  could  bring  them  over  to  his  support.  They 
would  naturally  become  friends  to  the  man  with  whom  Mr.  Carney  was  friendly.  It  was, 
at  least,  a  tacit  part  of  this  arrangement  that  Mr.  Carney  should  conceal  the  mercenary 
part  of  the  transaction,  and  place  his  withdrawal  from  the  canvass  and  his  support  of 
Mr.  Caldwell  upon  personal  and  political  considerations  that  were  honorable  to  himself 
and  would  be  attractive  to  his  friends;  and  this  he  did.  Mr.  Carney  went  to  Topeka 
before  the  Senatorial  election  and  remained  there  until  it  was  over,  working  industri- 
ously for  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  exerting  all  his  personal  and  political  influence  to  secure 
his  election.  Looking  at  the  transaction  in  its  real  character  it  was  a  sale  upon  the  part 
of  Mr.  Carney  of  the  votes  of  his  personal  and  political  friends  in  the  legislature,  to  be 
delivered  by  him  to  Mr.  Caldwell  as  far  as  possible.  If  it  were  legitimate  for  Mr.  Cald- 
well to  buy  off  Mr.  Carney  as  a  candidate,  it  was  equally  legitimate  to  bujr  off  all  the 
other  candidates  and  have  the  field  to  himself,  by  which  ho  would  exert  a'quasi-coer- 
cion  upon  the  members  of  the  legislature  to  vote  for  him,  having  no  other  candidate 
to  vote  for.  It  was  an  attempt  to  buy  the  votes  of  members  of  the  legislature,  not  by 
bribing  them  directly,  but  through  the  manipulations  of  another.  The  purchase-money 
was  not  to  go  to  them  but  to  Mr.  Carney,  who  was  to  sell  and  deliver  them  without 
their  knowledge.  That  Mr.  Caldwell  did  procure  the  votes  of  members  of  the  legis- 
lature, friends  of  Mr.  Carney,  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Carney  was  making  mer- 
chandise of  his  political  character  and  influence,  and  of  their  friendship  for  him,  for  which 
he  was  to  receive  a  large  sum  of  money,  the  evidence  leaves  no  reasonable  doubt. 

Buying  off  opposing  candidates,  and  in  that  way  securing  the  voles  of  all  or  the  most 
of  their  friends,  is  in  effect  buying  the  office.  It  recognizes  candidacy  for  office  as  a 
merchantable  commodity,  a  thing  having  a  money  value,  and  is  as  destructive  to  the 
purity  and  freedom  of  elections  as  the  direct  bribery  of  membei^  of  the  legislature. 

A  candidate  for  the  Senate  without  strength  or  merit  may  by  purchasing  the  influ- 
ence and  support  of  all  or  a  part  of  his  competitors  and  withdrawing  them  from  the 
canvass  succeed  in  an  election,  thus  not  only  committlDg  a  ftaud  upon  the  fnaadg  of 


POMEROY    AND    CALDWELL.  373 

the  candidates  who  were  parchased  off,  but  a  greater  fraud  upon  the  people  of  the  State, 
who  may  be  thus  saddled  with  a  representative  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  about 
whom  they  know  little,  for  whom  they  care  nothing,  and  who  possesses  litt^le  ability  to 
represent  their  interests. 

Mr.  Smith,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  testifies  that  he  paid  Mr.  Carney  the  further 
sum  of  $7,000  while  at  Topeka  and  just  before  the  Senatorial  election  to  meet  Mr.  Car- 
ney's alleged  expenses  while  there,  and  through  fear  that  Mr.  Carney  would  after  all 
withdraw  from  the  arrangement  and  become  a  candidate. 

Upon  the  check  for  this  sum  the  money  was  drawn  from  the  bank  at  Topeka  in  the 
evening  by  one  T.  J.  Anderson,  who  testified  that  he  gave  it  to  Mr.  Carney,  and  that 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  consideration  for  which  it  was  paid.  Other  testimony  impeaches 
that  of  Mr.  Anderson  and  raises  a  strong  presumption  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  pur- 
chase of  votes  lor  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  lor  which  this  $7,000  was  used,  and  that  for  his 
services  he  alterward  received  the  sum  of  $5,000  from  Mr.  Caldwell.  Mr.  Carney  swears 
positively  that  he  did  not  receive  this  $7,000  or  any  part  of  it,  but  he  indorsed  the  check 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Smith  to  enable  him  to  procure  the  money  from  the  bank;  that 
the  money  was  to  be  used  in  procuring  votes  lor  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  that  a  package  con- 
taining this  money,  as  he  believes,  was  placed  by  Mr.  Anderson  on  a  table  in  Mr.  Car- 
ney's room,  where  it  could  be  and  was  conveniently  carried  oflf  by  the  parties  for  whom 
it  was  intended. 

Taking  all  the  testimony  together,  the  probability  is  that  Mr.  Carney  did  not  get  the 
$7,000,  as  no  good  reason  was  presented  by  Mr.  Smith  why  when  Mr.  Caldwell  was 
holding  Governor  Carney's  written  promise  not  to  be  a  candidate  and  Mr.  Carney  hold- 
ing notes  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Caldwell  for  $15,000  a  new  arrangement  should  be  made  by 
which  Mr.  Smith  should  pay  Mr.  Carney  $7,000  more,  making  $22,000  in  all. 

We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  transaction  with  Mr.  Sidney  Clarke.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  Congress,  had  been  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate  dur- 
ing the  preceding  canvass  before  the  people,  and  many  members  of  the  legislature  were 
elected  upon  personal  pledges  to  vote  lor  him  for  Senator.  When  the  first  vote  was 
taken  in  the  separate  houses  Mr.  Clarke  received  27  votes,  the  largest  number  given  for 
any  candidate  but  one;  but  the  votes  satisfied  him  and  his  friends  that  he  could  not  be 
elected.  An  arrangement  was  concluded  between  Mr.  Caldwell  and  a  Mr.  Stevens,  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Clarke,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  night  before  the  joint  convention  of  the  two 
houses,  by  which  Mr.  Caldwell  was  to  pay  Mr.  Clarke's  expenses  in  the  canvass,  esti- 
mated at  from  $12,000  to  $15,000,  and  Mr.  Clarke  was  to  withdraw  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Caldwell.  At  a  caucus  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clarke,  held  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  joint  convention  when  Mr.  Caldwell  was  elected,  Mr.  Clarke  made  a  speech  and 
urged  them  to  vote  for  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  in  joint  convention  his  name  was  withdrawn 
and  all  his  friends  but  one  voted  for  Mr.  Caldwell.  Subsequently  in  this  city  Mr.  Clarke 
had  several  conferences  with  Mr.  Caldwell,  in  which  the  latter  promised  to  comply  with 
bis  engagement  with  Mr.  Stevens  and  pay  Mr.  Clarke's  expenses,  estimated  at  from 
$12,000  to  $15,000,  but  never  did.  Mr.  Clarke  was  unwilling  to  admit  that  he  had 
made  an  agreement  to  transfer  his  friends  to  Mr.  Caldwell  in  consideration  of  the  latter's 
promise  to  pay  this  money,  but  taking  all  the  testimony  together  the  committee  have 
no  doubt  that  the  transaction  between  him  and  Mr.  Clarke  was  as  has  been  stated.  Mr. 
Caldwell's  subsequent  refusal  to  pay  the  money  to  Mr.  Clarke  does  not  relieve  the 
character  of  the  transaction,  and  very  probably  resulted  in  the  exposure  of  Mr.  Caldwell 
and  the  institution  of  this  examination. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show  that  Mr.  Clarke's  expenses  in  the  Sen- 
atorial canvass  or  in  the  preceding  canvass  before  the  people  amounted  to  half  the  sum 
which  Mr.  Caldwell  was  to  pay  him. 

Mr.  Carney  and  Mr.  Clarke  each  testifies  that  Mr.  Caldwell  told  them  after  the  elec- 
tion that  his  election  had  cost  him  $60,000.  Mr.  Anthony,  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Leavenworth,  testified  that  Mr.  Caldwell  admitted  to  him  that  the  election  had  cost 
him  over  $60,000.  Mr.  Curke,  editor  of  the  Leavenworth  Herald,  and  a  supporter  of 
Mr.  Caldwell  in  his  canvass,  testifies  that  after  the  election  Mr.  Caldwell  told  him  that 
the  money  he  had  paid  Mr.  Carney  was  not  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount 
which  the  election  had  cost  him,  and  on  another  occasion  that  the  election  had  cost  him 
more  than  twice  his  entire  salary. 

The  committee  have  had  much  diflSculty  in  tracing  the  money  transactions;  but  the 
evidence  shows  that  various  sums,  amounting  to  over  $50,000,  were  drawn  under  cir- 
cumstances that  make  it  probable  they  were  used  to  procure  Mr.  Caldwell's  election. 
The  sum  of  $15,000  paid  to  Mr.  Carney  has  already  been  stated.  The  second  sum  of 
$7,000,  which  Mr.  Len.  T.  Smith  swears  was  paid  to  Mr.  Carney,  and  which  Mr.  Car^ 
ney  denies  receiving,  and  testifies  to  circumstances  showing  it  was  used  for  the  bribery 
of  members  of  the  legislature,  has  also  been  relierred  to.  It  is  further  shown  that  three 
or  four  days  before  the  election  took  place  Mr.  Caldwell's  agent  went  into  the  banking 
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boiue  of  Scott  &  Co.,  at  Leayenworthf  and  drew  the  sum  of  $10,000  upcn  Mr.  Caldwd'a 
check  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  taking  the  money  to  Topeka  by  the  train  that  momiiig, 
which  was  given  us  the  reason  for  presenting  the  check  before  bank  hours.  Mr.  Jacob 
Smith,  banker  at  Topeka,  testified  that  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  before  the  election 
took  place.  Dr.  Morris,  of  Leavenworth,  a  very  active  iriend  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  drew 
$5,000  from  his  bank,  and  that  Jodge  Crozier,  of  Leavenworth,  an  influential  supporter 
of  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  then  at  Topeka  laboring  for  his  election,  drew  |1.*2(J0  horn  the 
bank  after  banking  hours  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Smith,  which  was  handed  over  to  Mr. 
Smith.  The  testimony  left  no  doubt  upon  the  minds  of  the  committee  that  the  bankers 
who  honored  these  diflerent  checks  at  Topeka  after  banking  hours  understood  that  the 
money  was  to  be  used  for  political  purposes.  The  evidence  further  shows  that  Mr.  T. 
J.  Anderson  subsequently  received  from  Mr.  Caldwell  the  sum  of  ^5.000  lor  his  services 
in  the  election.  A  dralt  for  $10,000,  drawn  by  the  H)licitor  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Bail- 
road  Company  upon  the  treasurer  of  that  company,  was  presented  at  the  Kansas  Valley 
Bank  of  Topeka  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Anderson  on  the  23d  of  January,  the  day  before  the 
election,  and  the  money  drawn  upon  it  under  circum.^tances  which  taken  in  connectioQ 
with  other  testimony  make  it  probable  that  the  money  was  use<l  for  Mr.  Caldwell's 
election.  The  committee  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  traced  all  the  money 
that  was  used,  and  in  the  foregoing  statement  have  taken  no  account  of  several  small 
sums  shown  to  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Caldwell  for  the  expenses  Of  his  friends  while  at 
Topeka. 

Mr.  William  Spriggs,  a  former  treasurer  of  Kansas,  testified  in  regard  to  a  self-consti- 
tuted committee  of  six  of  Mr.  Caldwell's  leading  friends  ^fho  met  from  time  to  time  at 
Topeka  during  the  day  and  evening  for  five  or  six  days  before  the  election  to  confer  and 
report  progress  in  electioneering  for  Mr.  Caldwell;  that  during  the  meetings  of  this 
committee  it  was  reported  by  Mr.  Smith  what  members  of  the  legislature  had  been 
secured  to  vote  for  Mr.  Caldwell,  how  much  was  ofiered  to  others,  and  how  much  was 
asked  by  others.     We  quote  from  his  testimony: 

**  We  usually  met  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning.  We  had  a  roll  of  the  senate  and  of 
the  house  and  kept  them,  and  we  would  compare  notes,  and  then  such  a  member  of  the 
committee  would  be  sent  that  day  or  at  such  a  time  to  see  such  members  of  the  house 
and  such  another  one  to  see  somebody  el.«e,  whoever  we  thought  would  be  the  best  man 
for  that  particular  place,  and  then  we  would  meet  again  at  such  another  hour  and  report 
what  we  had  done  and  what  success  we  had  had,  and  in  some  quite  a  number  of  times — 
I  do  not  know  how  many.  In  making  the  report  and  comparing  notes  there  was  one 
member  of  the  committee  would  report;  in  calling  over  the  names  he  would  come  to 
such  and  such  a  man  and  he  would  say,  'We  had  better  not  count  that  man  yet;  that 
is  under  negotiation  and  he  is  a  little  too  high;  I  think  I  can  bring  him  down  some.' '' 

This  witness  testified  to  several  interviews  with  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  we  quote  from  his 
testimony: 

"I  will  just  tell  you  what  Mr.  Caldwell  said  to  me  about  it.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew 
any  members  of  the  legislature  that  could  be  influenced  by  the  use  of  money  lor  their 
votes,  and  I  told  him  that  I  knew  two  members  I  believed  that  had  the  reputation  of 
having  been  influenced  in  their  votes  on  former  occasions." 

And  further  on: 

'*I{e  said  if  I  found  any  members  that  wanted  a  little  money  for  votes  to  send  them 
to  him  and  to  Len.  Smith. 

"Mr.  Caldwell  said  there  was  another  class  of  high-toned  gentlemen  there  in  the 
legislature  that  would  not  sell  their  votes,  but  they  put  it  in  this  way:  that  they  had 
b^n  to  a  pretty  heavy  expense  in  carrying  their  election  and  they  would  want  their 
expenses  paid,  and  if  1  met  with  any  of  that  class  to  send  them  to  him  or  to  Len." 

The  testimony  of  Mr.  Spriggs  is  very  full  and  shows  that  the  canvass  of  Mr.  Caldwell 
was  thoroughly  corrupt  and  that  money  was  the  chief  argument  relied  upon.  Among 
many  other  things  he  stated  that  T.  J.  Anderson  told  him  that  he  had  paid  Mr.  Crocker, 
a  member  of  the  house,  $1,000  lor  his  vote;  that  Mr.  Crocker  afterward  backed  out  and 
handed  the  money  over  to  a  Mr.  Carson  to  be  returned  to  Mr.  Anderson;  that  Carson 
got  on  the  cars,  went  home,  and  kept  the  money.  Carson  was  afterward  called  by  the 
committee  and  corroboratecl  the  statement,  admitting  that  he  had  received  the  $1,000 
back  from  Mr.  Crot^ker  to  be  retnmed  to  Mr.  Anderson,  but  that  he  had  kept  the  money 
himself  for  his  services  to  Mr.  Caldwell.  Mr.  Carney  testifies  that  in  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Caldwell  ufter  the  election  in  which  he  was  urging  him  to  procure  an  appointment 
for  one  of  Mr.  Caniey's  friends  who  had  voted  for  him,  Mr.  Caldwell  took  from  his 
pocket  a  nieniorandum-book  and  appeared  to  run  over  a  list  of  names,  and  coming  to 
the  man  relerred  to,  said,  ''That  man  has  been  paid;"  and  Mr.  Carney  understood  from 
his  manner  that  ho  had  in  this  memorandum-book  a  list  of  members  with  the  sums 
paid  to  each;  that  Mr.  Caldwell  told  him  upon  another  occasion  that  he  had  paid  Mr. 
fillers  the  sum  of  $2,600  for  his  vote  and  Mr.  James  F.  Legate  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  his 


POMEROY    AND    CALDWELL.  375 

vote.  Mr.  Anthony  also  swears  that  in  a  conyersation  with  Mr.  Caldwell  that  gentle- 
man admitted  to  him  that  fie  had  paid  $2,500  for  the  vote  of  Mr.  Bayers.  There  is 
much  testimony  showing  that  Leu.  T.  Smith,  Frank  Drenning,  James  L.  McDowell, 
Greorge  A.  Smith,  and  T.  J.  Anderson,  among  the  most  active  Iriends  of  Mr.  Caldwell 
daring  the  canvass,  admitted  at  different  times  that  they  had  offered  money  to  members 
of  the  legislature  to  vote  for  Mr.  Caldwell,  in  some  cases  specifying  the  members  to 
whom  it  was  offered  and  paid  and  in  other  cases  that  offers  had  been  made  that  had  not 
been  accepted,  and  that  negotiations  were  on  hand  with  others  which  had  not  been  com- 
pleted. These  men  have  denied  before  the  committee  all  conversations  and  admissions 
of  this  character  and  all  payment  of  money  to  members  or  offers  to  pay  them,  and  sev- 
eral members  of  the  legislature  who  were  implicated  have  expressly  denied  that  they 
received  the  money  or  that  offers  were  made  them. 

Mr.  Caldwell  offered  testimony  showing  that  Mr.  Carney  had  made  threats  to  have 
him  ousted  from  the  Senate;  that  Mr.  Anthony  was  hostile  to  him;  that  Mr.  Burke  had 
a  lawsuit  with  him  growiug  out  of  money  furnished  to  Mr.  Burke  about  the  time  of  the 
election;  and  to  contradict  several* statements  of  Mr.  Clarke.  The  most  important 
contradictions  of  the  testimony  produced  against  Mr.  Caldwell  are  made  by  members 
of  the  legislature  who  were  themselves  implicated  or  by  the  agents  of  Mr.  Caldwell  who 
were  directly  charged  with  taking  a  part  in  these  corrupt  practices;  and  there  are  some 
contmdictions  made  by  witnesses  against  whom  there  is  no  cause  of  suspicion.  But 
taking  the  testimony  altogether,  the  committee  cannot  doubt  that  money  was  paid  to 
some  members  of  the  legislature  lor  their  votes,  and  money  promised  to  others  which 
was  not  paid,  and  offered  to  others  who  did  not  accept  it. 

By  the  Constitution,  each  House  of  Congress  is  made  the  judge  of  elections,  returns, 
and  qualifications  of  its  members. 

If  a  person  elected  to  the  Senate  has  not  the  constitutional  qnalifications,  or  if  the 
election  is  invalid  by  reason  of  fraud  or  corruption,  the  jurisdiction  to  examine  and 
determine  is  expressly  vested  in  the  Senate. 

Another  clause  of  the  Constitution  authorizes  the  Senate  to  expel  a  member  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote.  The  causes  for  which  a  Senator  may  be  expelled  are  not  limited  or  defined, 
but  rest  in  the  sound  discretion  of  the  Senate. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  committee  whether  the  offenses  of  which 
they  believe  Mr.  Caldwell  to  have  been  guilty  should  be  punished  by  expulsion  or  go 
to  the  validity  of  his  election,  and  a  majority  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  go  to  the 
validity  of  his  election  and  had  the  effect  to  make  it  void.  Wherefore  the  committee 
recommend  to  the  Senate  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Caldwell  was  not  duly  and  legally  elected  to  a  seat  rn  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas. 

In  •conclusion  the  committee  remark  that  while  Mr.  Caldwell  did  things  to  procure 
his  election  which  cannot  be  tolerated  by  the  Senate,  they  believe  he  was  as  much  sinned 
against  as  sinning,  lie  was  a  novice  in  politics  and  evidently  in  the  hands  of  men  who 
encouraged  him  in  the  belief  that  Senatorial  elections  in  Kansas  were  carried  by  the  use 
of  money. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1873.] 

Thubsday,  Mareh  6, 1873. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
*'  Besolvedy  That  Alexander  Caldwell  was  not  duly  and  legally  elected  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  * ' 

Monday,  March  10, 1873. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  30-38  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  i,  special  session 
of  the  Senate,  43d  Cong.,  1873.] 

Tuesday,  March  11, 1873. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  41  47  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.] 

Wednesday,  March  12, 1873. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  48-62  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.] 

Thubsday,  March  13, 1873. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  66-77  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.] 
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Fbidat,  March  14,  1873. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  Iboud  on  pages  80-90  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.] 

Monday,  March  17, 1873. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c 
[The  debate  is  Ibund  on  pages  90-102  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.  i 

Tuesday,  March  18,  1873. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  104-113  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.  J 

Wednesday,  March  19,  1873. 
The  Senate  resulned,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  118-125  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.  ] 

Thursday,  March  20, 1873. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  126-134  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.] 

Friday,  March  21,  1873. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  submitted  bj  Mr. 
Morton  on  the  6th  instant,  viz: 

^^ Resolved,  That  Alexander  Caldwell  was  not  duly  and  legacy  elected  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansa«<." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  P'erry,  of  Connecticut,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the 
following  words,  ''was  not  duly  and  legally  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas,*'  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  ''be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States," 

Alter  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  137-154  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.] 

Saturday,  March  22, 1873. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Morton  on  the  6th  instant: 

^*  Resolved,  That  Alexander  Caldwell  was  not  duly  and  legally  elected  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  lli^  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas." 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  yesterday  proposed  by  Mr.  Ferry,  of  Connecti- 
cut, viz,  strike  out  the  following  words,  *' was  not  duly  and  legally  elected  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Kansas,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  insert  *'be,  and  he  hereby  is,  expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ferry,  of  Michigan,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
words  "expelled  from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting 
"declared  to  hate  been  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  le^slature  of  the 
State  of  Kansafl," 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  154-164  of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.] 

Monday,  ifarcA  24, 1873. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  communication  from  Alexander  Caldwell 
informing  the  Senate  that  he  hlid  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  Kansas  his  resignation 
as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  that  State;  which  was  read. 

[The  letter  of  resignation  and  a  statement  by  Mr.  Morton  is  found  on  pages  164,  165 
of  the  Congressional  Record  above  referred  to.]  . 

INVESTIOATION  OF    THE  CHARGES  OF  BRIBERY  PREFERRED  AOAIN6T  MB.  POMEEOT 

IN  THE  SENATORIAL  ELECTION  OF  1873. 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.] 

MONDAY,  Febrwxry  10,  1873. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  having  addressed  the  Senate  upon 
the  snttject  of  certain  charges  made  in  connection  with  the  recent  Senatorial  election  in 
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the  Rtat«  of  Eansaa,  snbmittcd  the  followiog  resolution;  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

*'  Besolvedj  1  hat  the  charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  late  Senatorial  election  in 
the  State  ol  Kansas,  relating  lo  the  alleged  purchase  by  the  Hon.  S  C.  Pomeroy,  United 
States  Senator  from  Kansas,  of  the  vote  of  A.  M.  York,  a  member  of  the  senate  of  that 
State,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  be  appointed  by 
this  body,  consisting  of  live  members;  and  that  the  taid  committee  be,  and  are  hereby, 
authorized  and  directed  to  investigate  the  same;  and  lor  that  purpose  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  summon  witnesses,  employ  a  stenographer,  and  make  such  report  to 
this  Senate  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  justified  by  the  law  and  the  facts." 

"Whereupon 

The  Vice-President  appointed  as  such  committee  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  Mr.  Buckingham, 
Mr.  Alcorn,  Mr.  Thurman,  and  Mr.  Vickers. 

[Mr.  Pomeroy 's  remarks  are  Ibund  on  pages  1214,  1215  of  the  Congressional  Globe, 
part  2,  3d  sess.  42d  Cong.] 

Thursday,  February  J 3,  1873. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  from  the  select  committee  to  inquire  into  certain  allegatio>>s  against 
Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  reported  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read  the  nrst  and 
second  times  by  unanimous  consent: 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  $8,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  lOih  instant  to  inquire  into  certain 
charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  connection  with  the  recent  Senatorial  election  in 
Kansas,  is  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  under  the 
order  of  the  cliuirman  of  said  select  committee,  the  vouchers  therelbr  to  be  approved  by 
the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

Beaolvedy  That  it  pass. 

Monday,  February  17,  1873. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^' Resolved  J  That  Lae  select  committee  appointed  to  Inquire  into  charges  of  bribery  and 
corruption  in  the  recent  Senatorial  election  in  Kansas  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sea- 
sions  of  the  Senate. 

Tuesday,  February  18,  1873. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  memorial  of  B.  F.  Simpson,  representing, 
as  attorney,  A.  M.  York  and  others  before  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
into  certain  allegations  against  the  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  praying  that  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  receive  the  statements  of  certain  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Kansas  that  they  were  offered  money  or  other  valuable  considerations  by  the  agents  and 
friends  of  the  said  Pomeroy  at  the  recent  election  of  Senator  in  Kansas. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman  that  thesaid  memorial  be  relierred  to  the  select  committee 
to  inquire  into 'certain  allegations  against  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy, 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Sherman  having  withdrawn  the  motion  submitted  by  him, 

Mr.  Ferry,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^ Resolved f  That  the  committee  charged  with  the  investigation  of  the  charges  against 
Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy  be  directed  to  inquire  into  any  allegations  of  bribei-y  or  corruption 
by  said  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy  in  the  recent  election  for  United  States  Senator  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Kansas.'' 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1448-1454  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  3d  sess. 
42d  Cong.] 

•  Saturday,  February  22,  1873. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the'  Senate  a  resolution  of  the  legisl^iture  of  Kan.sas, 
declaring  that  it  is  dne  to  the  dignity  and  honor  of  that  State  that  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy 
should  resign  his  office  of  United  States  Senator;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  certain  allegations  against  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy. 

Monday,  March  3,  1873. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  certain  alle- 
gations against  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  submitted  a  report  (No.  523j  thereon. 
Mr,  Yickejca  and  Mr.  Thurman,  members  of  the  committee,  each  submitted  his  views 
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ooooeniiiig  the  charges  against  Mr.  Pomeroy;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  to 
pany  the  report  (No.  523). 

bepoet  of  committee  on   the  chaboes  of  bbibery  pbefebbed  aoain8t  ur. 

pomeboy  in  the  senatobial  election  of  1873.* 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Mabch  3,  1873. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  from  the  select  committee  to  inquire  into  certain  allegations 
agaiDBt  Hon.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  submitted  the  following  reiK)rt: 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges  of  bribery  In  the  recent  Senatorial 
election  of  Kansas,  preferred  against  Senator  Pomeroy  by  A.  M.  York  and  by  B.  F. 
Simpson,  respectiuUy  report: 

That  without  any  avoidable  delay  they  have  performed  the  duty  imposed  upon  them. 

The  charges  prelerred  by  Mr.  Simpson  consist  of  a  number  of  alleged  specific  acts  of 
bribery  or  attempts  to  bribe.     The  charge  of  Mr.  York  is  that  of  a  single  act  of  bribery. 

I.  Attention  is  lirst  invited  to  the  charges  of  Mr.  Simpson. 

Mr.  O'Driscoll,  a  member  of  the  legislature,  testifies  to  lour  different  attempts  to  bribe 
him.  These  charges  are  contested  by  the  testimony  of  Asa  Lowe,  David  Payne,  J.  S. 
Hoke,  S.  P.  Brown,  and  other  witnesses  referred  to  hereafter. 

Frank  13acoii,  a  member  of  the  Kansas  legislature,  speaks  of  two  attempts  to  bribe 
him,  and  his  charges  are  contested  by  Albert  H.  Horton  and  other  witnesses  referred  to 
hereafter. 

William  H.  Bond,  a  member  of  the  Kansas  legislature,  speaks  of  three  attempts  to 
influence  him  improperly.  The.«e  charges  are  contested  by  the  testimony  of  John  J. 
Murphy,  Albert  II.  Horton,  C.  A.  Rohrabacker,  and  two  other  witnesses  referred  to 
herealter. 

C.  A.  Rohrabacker  makes  the  allegation  in  his  testimony  that  Senator  Pomeroy  told 
him  to  give  Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  legislature,  two  or  three  hundred  dollars.  That 
this  charge  is<  ntitled  to  no  weight  sufficiently  appears  by  the  examination  of  Mr.  Rohra- 
backer's  evidence. 

The  committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  even  if  the  foregoing  transactions 
were  made  out  as  cases  of  bribery,  there  is  no  sufficient  evidence  to  connect  Senator 
Pomeroy  witn  any  of  them.  Mr.  William  Simpson,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from 
the  neutral  lands  of  Kansas,  testifies  that  he  went  to  Senator  Pomeroy 's  rooms  on  the 
•i8th  of  January,  as  the  election  was  to  occur  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  January,  to  inquire 
about  the  bill  in  Congress  lor  the  relief  of  the  settlere  on  those  lands,  and  that  Senator 
Pomeroy  told  him  that  if  he  would  vote  for  him  he  would  pay  the  expenses  of  Mr. 
Ijaughlin,  the  agent  of  those  settlers  at  Washington,  and  who  was  supported  by  the  vol- 
untary contributions  of  those  settlers;  that  the  number  of  settlers  is  about  25,000,  and 
that  Mr.  Laughlin's  compensation  is  small.  On  this  charge  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  committee;  the  mtgority  of  the  committee  holding  that  if  the  charge  was 
uncontradicted  and  unexplained,  while  it  would  unquestionably  present  the  case  of  an 
improper  appeal  to  '^ motive,"  it  is  at  least  questionable  whether  it  would  be  the  crime 
of  attempting  to  bribe — not  because  of  the  small  distributive  amount  of  Mr.  Simpson's 
contribution,  but  because  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  pay  anything.  If  the  sura  Mr. 
Simpson  was  to  pay  was  a  tax,  the  case  would  be  different.  But  Senator  Pomeroy  op- 
poses his  evidence  to  that  of  Mr.  Simpson,  and  testifies  that  Mr.  Simpson  told  him  how 
little  money  Mr.  Laughlin,  the  agent,  had,  and  that  he  had  so  written  him,  and  that  he 
had  no  means  to  continue  at  Washington  save  by  voluntary  contribution,  and  that  he 
(Pomeroy)  tcld  Simpson  he  was  a  friend  of  the  settlers  and  would  in  any  event  contribute 
to  his  support,  and  that  when  he  reached  Washington  he  did  accordingly  give  Mr. 
Laughlin  $t50;  and  Mr.  Pomeroy  then  adds  in  his  testimony,  "and  hence  it  is  certain 
that  my  contribution  had  no  relation  to  any  man's  vote." 

A  majority  of  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  under  this  state  of  facta,  and  niider 
the  evidence,  this  charge  of  bribery  is  not  affirmatively  sustained.  The  fitnesses.  Judge 
Albert  H.  Horton,  George  T.  Anthony,  John  A.  Martin,  and  Mr.  Legate,  the  confidential 
friends  and  adviSers  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  in  the  canvass,  and  in  a  position  where  they  would 
naturally  know,  state  that  they  have  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  using,  or  author- 
izing to  be  used,  any  improper  influences  in  the  election. 

And  Mr.  Pomeroy  most  positively  denies  that  he  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  paid  or 

Promised  to  pay  any  individual  one  dollar,  or  any  other  sum,  for  his  vote  for  him  at  the 
fcte  Senatorial  election. 


*  Taken  from  5)enate  Reports,  42d  Oong. ,  3d  seas..  No.  583.    The  evidence  aooompanyinff  the  rq>ort 
is  here  omitted. 
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A  minority  of  the  oommittee  are  of  opinion  that  none  of  the  charges  preferred  as  afore- 
said hy  Mr.  B.  F.  Simpson  against  Mr.  Pomeroy  have  been  snstain^i 

II.  We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  specific  charge  of  bribery  made  by  Mr. 
A.  M.  York. 

Mr.  York's  statement  is  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  gave  him,  on  Monday,  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary, $2,000,  and  on  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  January,  $5,000,  as  a  bribe  to  vote  for  him  in 
the  joint  convention  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Pomeroy's  statement  is  that  he  did  give  him  the  money  at  the  times  and  in  the 
amounts  stated,  not  as  a  bribe,  but  to  carry  to  Mr.  Page  as  a  loan  from  Pomeroy  to  aid 
Page  in  the  purchase  of  thirty  bonds  of  the  United  States  of  the  denomination  of  $1,000, 
Page  having  $25,000  in  currency. 

The  question  the  committee  is  to  determine  is  not  which,  if  either,  of  these  two  state 
ments,  painfully  irreconcilable,  is  in  all  its  details  true;  but  the  question  is  whether, 
taking  all  the  testimony  together  and  weighing  it,  Mr.  York  has  sustained  his  charge. 

There  are  circumstance»that  legitimately  affect  the  credibility  of  Mr.  York  in  this  trans- 
action. John  M.  Holmes  testifies  to  hearing  Mr.  York  say  alter  the  Senatorial  election 
that  **he  had  determined  to  defeat  Mr.  Pomeroy,  cost  what  it  might,  and  that  his  ex- 
posure of  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  the  work  of  time.''  Mr.  York  testifies  that  he,  W.  A.  John- 
son, G.  C.  Horton,  Major  B.  F.  Simpson,  spoken  of  as  a  candidate  for  the  United  States 
Senate,  had  a  consultation  on  Monday  evening,  January  28,  and  it  was  agreed  that  if 
Pomeroy  should  offer  York  money  he  was  to  take  it  and  expose  him  in  the  convention  on 
Wednesday.  It  was,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  York,  the  conclusion  of  those  gentlemen 
there,  at  that  time,  that  there  was  no  other  way  of  defeating  him,  and  that  he  would  l)e 
elected;  and  it  was  further  there  agi*eed  that  the  money  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
school  fund  of  Kansas,  and  they  pledged  themselves  to  secrecy. 

Chester  Thomas  says  that  Mr.  B.  F.  Simpson,  who  acted  as  counsel  for  Mr.  York  in 
this  investigation,  and  is  named  by  him  as  above,  said  to  him,  '*Well,  we  could  not  afford 
to  have  Pomeroy  elected;  we  had  to  defeat  him  some  way;  we  were  beat,  and  we  had  to 
do  something." 

I.  L.  Sharp  gave  like  testimony.  It  appears  that  the  plan  was  kept  secret  until  Wednes- 
day at  the  joint  convention,  when  an  excited  exposure  was  sprung  upon  that  body  and 
the  money  was  ejthibited  by  Mr.  York,  and  he  made  the  statement  that  members  of  the 
legislature  had  Mr.  Pomeroy 's  money  burning  in  their  pockets,  of  which  fact  we  not  only 
have  no  proof,  but  it  appears  that  Mr.  York  had  no  such  knowledge.  It  appears  that 
an  efibrt  wp''  made  by  members  to  adjourn  and  also  to  have  a  recess  for  an  hour  or  two, 
that  the  truth  of  the  allegations  made  might  be  ascertained,  and  that  Mr.  York  resisted 
these  efforts,  for  fear,  as  he  says,  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  might  be  able  to  appoint  his  own 
successor.  Thus,  even  if  Mr.  York's,  and  certainly  if  Mr.  Pomeroy's,  statement  be  taken 
as  true,  Mr.  York  was  the  principal  actor  in  an  effort  not  only  to  betray  and  defeat  Mr. 
Pomeroy,  but  to  deprive  the  State  of  Kansas  of  its  free  and  deliberate  choice  of  a  Senator. 

These  circumstances  do  not  prove  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  did  not  bribe  Mr.  York,  but 
they  do  impair  the  credibility  of  Mr.  York  as  a  witness,  for  when  a  line  of  deception 
has  been  entered  upon  no  one  can  say  when  it  is  dropped  and  the  golden  thread  of  truth 
adopted. 

The  truth  which  the  committee  seek  is  as  to  what  occurred  in  the  room  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  when  Pomeroy  delivered  the  money  to  York.  They  were  alone,  and  con- 
tradict «ach  other.  There  is,  however,  evidence  relating  to  Mr.  York's  purpose  in  going 
to  Mr.  Pomeroy's  room.  Mr.  York  says  that  Mr.  Hairgrove  told  him  that  Mr.  Pomeroy 
would  be  glad  to  have  a  business  interview  with  him,  and  that  invitation  assured  him 
(York)  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  about  to  otTer  him  money,  and  was  the  reason  of  the  pri- 
vate consultation,  before  alluded  to,  with  William  Johnson,  B.  F.  Simpson,  and  J.  C. 
Horton,  when  the  plan  of  operations  was  adopted.  William  Johnson  says  Mr.  York  said 
at  that  consultation  that  Hairgrove  had  invited  him  to  Pomeroy 's  room  on  a  business 
matter,  or  to  have  a  business  interview,  that  night,  and  from  that  they  all  concluded 
that  that  meant  a  money  proposition.  .1.  C.  Horton  says  York  did  not  give  the  name 
of  the  person  who  had  invited  him  to  Mr.  Pomeroy's  room.  B.  F.  Simpson,  the  other 
X>erson  present  at  the  consul tation«  acted  as  counsel  for  Mr.  York  before  the  committee, 
and  was  not  sworn. 

Mr.  Hairgrove  says  he  did  not  give  any  invitation  to  Mr.  York  to  call  at  Mr.  Pomeroy's 
room;  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  York  and  told  him  that  if  he  wanted  to  see 
Mr.  Pomeroy  he  would  so  tell  Pomeroy,  but  that  he  never  took  any  message  from  Mr, 
Pomeroy  to  Mr.  York. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Page  testifies  that  after  his  interview  with  Mr.  Pomeroy  on  this  Monday  he 
saw  Mr.  York  and  told  him  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  would  probably  give  him  a  package  of 
money  for  him  (Page)  and  that  he  wanted  him  (York)  to  bring  it  to  him.  This  York 
denies. 

Mr.  Tork'8  testimony  is,  in  effect,  though  not  in  words,  that  on  Monday  evening  be- 
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^re  be  had  fhe  interview  with  Pomeroy  he  not  only  supposed  he  was  aboat  to  bribe 
him,  but  was  so  certain  and  so  assured  oi'  it  that  a  pledge  of  secrecy  as  to  it  was  entered 
into  with  his  associates  as  to  the  coming  event;  that  it  was  determined  that  the  bribery 
should  not  be  disclosed  on  Tuesday  in  tbe  senate  or  house,  but  should  first  be  made 
known  in  joint  convention  on  Wedn^ay;  that  it  was  assumed  tbe  amount  was  to  be  so 
considerable  that  it  would  be  a  suitable  contribution  to  the  school  fund,  to  which  it  was 
by  agreement  destined,  and  that  to  make  proof  thereafter  clear  that  be  had  received  the 
money  from  Mr.  Pomeroy  he  was  searched  at  7  p.  m.  and  found  to  have  but  about  $40  on 
his  person;  alter  which  search,  it  maybe  remarked,  York  went  about  the  town  and  saw 
some  two  hundred  persons  before  he  saw  Mr.  Pomeroy  at  12  p.  m.,  and  the  only  founda- 
tion for  this  assurance  of  the  coming  bribe,  according  to  Mr.  York,  was  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Hairgrove  had  invited  him  to  a  "business  interview^'  to  be  had  with  Mr.  Pomeroy  that 
evening;  and  this,  as  before  stated,  Mr.  Hairgrove  denies. 

The  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  discover  from  whence  Mr.  York  derived  this  assurance 
that  he  was  to  be  bribed,  and  that  it  was  to  be  that  night,  and  to  be  in  a  large  sum,  from 
any  fact  consistent  with  his  statement.  If  it  be  true,  as  Mr.  Page  testifies,  that  he  luid 
that  afternoon  told  him  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  would  probably  give  him  a  package  of  money 
to  bring  to  him,  one  can  more  readily  understand  this  confidence  that  he  was  to  receive 
money.  But  that  he  bad  any  such  notice  Mr.  York  denies.  If  Mr.  York  was  acting  on 
information  Page  gave  him,  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  communicated  that  information 
to  his  associates. 

Another  improbability  in  Mr.  York's  statement  is  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  gave  him  $7,000 
in  cash,  not  for  his  unconditional  support  in  the  senate  on  Tuesday  and  in  joint  conven- 
tion on  Wednesday  if  there  should  be  a  vote  there,  but  that  on  Monday  night  he  agreed 
to  give  him  $8,000  for  his  vote  under  a  stipulation  that  he  might  vote  against  him  in 
the  senate  on  Tuesday  (when  his  vote  might  be  as  desirable  as  on  Wednesday),  and  that 
he  was  at  liberty  even  to  reconsider  his  conclusion  as  to  voting  for  him  on  Wednesday, 
and  that  on  such  an  understanding  he  paid  him  on  Monday  $2,000,  and  on  Tuesday,  alter 
he  had  that  day  voted  against  him,  $5,000  more.  And  Mr.  Pomeroy  did  this  while  it 
appears  in  evidence,  beyond  question,  that  he  was  either  honorably  refraining  from  all 
corrupt  influences  to  promote  his  election  or  that  he  was  carefully  on  his  guard  against 
being  entrapped  in  the  use  of  money,  and  while  it  appears  that  Mr.  York  was  attending 
the  an ti- Pomeroy  caucus,  acting  as  its  secretary,  and  known  by  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  have 
been  opposed  to  him. 

Now  we  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  statement  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  that  he  gave  Mr. 
York  this  $7,000  to  take  to  Mr.  Page  to  enable  him  to  purchase  bonds  of  the  United 
States  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

In  considering  this  statement  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  entitled,  to  the  extent  that  other  men 
are,  to  the  presumption  of  innocence— a  presumption  somewhat  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  hLs  accusers  have  failed  to  sustain  their  other  charges  of  bribery  against  him  in  the 
same  election. 

Mr.  Page  was  a  man  of  means  and  a  banker,  livingat  Independence.  Mr.  McRartney, 
of  the  national  bank  at  Junction  City;  Mr.  Shaw,  of  the  Paola  National  Bank,  and  Mr. 
Legate,  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Pomeroy's  committee,  all  heard  Mr.  Page  conversing  with 
Mr.  Pomeroy  during  the  Senatorial  canvass  at  Topeka  about  starting  a  national  bank  at 
Independence,  part  of  the  conversation  relating  to  the  amount  of  capital  required,  bnt 
not  as  to  Mr.  Pomeroy  advancing  any  part  of  the  capital. 

Mr.  Maxson  testifies  to  Mr.  Pomeroy  inquiring  of  him  prior  jto  27th  January  as  to  Mr. 
Page's  pecuniary  responsibility;  that  he  told  Mr.  Pomeroy  that  he  was  responsible  and 
trustworthy. 

Mr.  Page  lived  in  the  same  town  with  Mr.  York,  and  they  were  friends.  It  appears 
by  Mr.  York's  testimony  that  he  called  on  Mr.  Pomeroy  with  Mr.  Page  some  ten  days 
before  the  occurrence  to  which  our  investigation  is  directed.  Mr.  Page  testides  that  he 
reqnested  Mr.  Pomeroy's  influence  to  obtain  a  national  bank  at  Independence;  that  Mr. 
Pomeroy  told  him  it  would  require  $50,000,  but  if  he  had  $30,000  in  United  States 
bonds  he  could  pay  the  balance  in  installment^  Page  said  that  he  could  raise  $25,000 
in  currency,  and  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  said  he  would  help  him  to  the  balance,  as  he  had 
helped  other  young  men,  and  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  said  he  expected  to  have  money  before 
the  election,  and  would  let  him  have  it. 

On  Monday,  Mr.  Page  says,  he  went  to  Mr.  Pomeroy  and  told  him  he  was  going  home, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  to  send  him  the  money  by  Mr.  Bell  or  Mr. 
York.  It  is  to  iS  observed  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  then  had  in  his  possession  the  $7,000; 
and  that  fact  should  receive  its  weight  as  affecting  Mr.  Pomeroy's  statement.  And  Mr. 
Page  says  that,  on  the  same  day,  he  told  Mr.  York  that  it  was  probable  that  Mr.  Pomeroy 
would  hand  him  (Mr.  York)  a  package  of  money  for  him;  and  if  so,  he  wished  him  to 
bring  it  to  him. 

Mr.  Page  says  that  he  on  Monday  told  Mr.  Hairgrove,  who  was  also  a  promoter  of  Mx. 
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Pomeroy*8  election,  that  he  was  going  home,  hut  was  persuaded  hy  Mr.  Hairgrove  to 
stay;  that  he  did  not  stay  at  the  same  hotel  with  Mr.  Pomeroy,  and  did  not  see  him 
again  to  speak  witli  him  while  at  Topeka,  though  he  did  see  him  from  the  door  of  Mr. 
Pomeroy's  room. 

Mr.  Poraeroy  states,  on  his  oath,  that  Monday  evening,  January  27,  Mr.  York  called 
on  him,  having  sent  word  that  he  was  coming,  and  informed  Mr.  Pomeroy  of  what  waa 
going  on  at  the  anti- Pomeroy  caucus;  spoke  of  the  favor  Mr.  Pomeroy  had  granted  his 
friend  Page,  and  said  that  Page  had  requested  him  to  get  the  money  and  forward  it  to 
him  at  Independence,  and  that  he  (York)  would  leave  soon  after  the  election  for  home. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  told  him  he  was  not  prepared  at  that  time  to  farnish  it,  although  he  said 
he  had  promised  it  to  Page  before  he  (Pomeroy)  left  the  city.  Mr.  York  said  perhaps 
Mr.  Pomeroy  had  no  contidence  in  him.  Mr.  Pomeroy  assured  him  of  his  confidence 
and  said  that  he  could  farnish  $2,000  at  any  time,  and  thought  he  should  be  able  to  pay 
the  $5,000  next  day,  and  paid  him  $2,000  then.  It  is  proper  to  notice  that  on  this  Mon- 
day Mr.  Pomeroy  had  the  $7,000  with  him. 

During  the  next  day,  Mr.  Pomeroy  says,  he  sent  Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Lemuel  Pomeroy 
to  look  for  Mr.  Piige  to  inform  him  of  the  transaction,  il'lie  had  not  left  the  city,  and  to 
see  if  it  was  all  right.  They  coald  not  find  him.  Neither  Lemuel  Pomeroy  nor  Knight 
was  examined  on  this  point.  That  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  (Tuesday )  Mr.  Pomeroy 
paid  Mr.  York  the  $5,000  in  currency,  in  packages  of  $1,000,  with  the  bank-mark  on 
them. 

When  the  alleged  exposure  was  made  in  the  convention.  Judge  Horton,  who  was  pres- 
ent, says  that  when  a  recess  was  refused,  as  soon  as  he  could  get  out  of  the  crowded  hoase, 
he  went  to  Mr.  Pomeroy's  room  and  told  him  what  had  happened;  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  was 
overwhelmed ;  that  no  one  defended  him,  and  said  he  had  done  nothing  wrong;  that  while 
they  were  talking  a  messenger  came  in  and  said  that  the  convention  was  voting  for  Sena- 
tor;  that  there  being  much  excitement  at  the  hotel,  Mr.  Pomeroy  went  to  a  private  house, 
and  as  soon  as  there  Mr.  Pomeroy  told  him  substantially  what  Mr.  Pomeroy  has  stated 
before  this  committee — that  Mr.  Pomeroy  said  that  he  supposed  Mr.  Page,  now  thinking 
he  was  going  to  lose  the  money,  might  go  back  on  him  and  he  would  have  trouble;  but 
if  Page  would  stand  up  to  the  agreement  there  was  no  question  that  before  the  country 
and  his  friends  he  would  be  fully  vindicated. 

There  are  several  questions  that  arise  in  this  transaction  which  are  not  satisfactorily 
explained. 

Why  did  not  Mr.  Pomeroy  deliver  the  entire  $7,000  to  Mr.  York  on  Monday,  instead 
of  $2,000  on  Monday  and  $5,000  on  Tuesday? 

It  is  true  Mr.  Poraeroy  says  the  $5,000  was  locked  up  in  his  valise  and  the  key  with 
his  clerk,  but  the  clerk  was  near;  and  it  is  also  true  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  says  he  sent  out 
on  Tuesday  to  find  Mr.  I'age,  if  he  was  in  town,  to  see  that  it  was  ail  right,  and  could 
not  find  him;  and  he  says  that  when  he  hesitated  in  paying  Mr.  York  anything  on  Mon- 
day evening  he  considered  it  a  want  of  confidence.  The  same  diflSculty  exists,  too,  if  we 
adopt  Mr.  York's  statement.  On  the  theory  ol  his  story,  why  did  not  Mr.  Pomeroy  pay 
the  whole  $7,000  on  Monday?    He  says  he  only  paid  him  then  $2,000. 

Why  did  not  Mr.  Page,  who  was  present  at  the  convention  when  the  alleged  exposure 
was  made,  state  that  Mr.  York  was  to  bring  him  a  package  of  money  from  Mr.  Pomeroy? 

It  is  true  it  was  not  certain  the  money  was  to  be  sent;  the  sum  was  not  definitely 
tixed;  it  was  to  be  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  dollars.  Neither  was  it  known  to  him 
whether  it  would  be  sent  by  Mr.  Bell  or  Mr.  York;  and  yet  it  would  seem  natural  for 
him  to  have  spoken. 

How  did  it  happen  that  no  one  was  present  at  either  of  th<;  two  interviews  between  Mr. 
York  and  Mr.  Pomeroy  ?  Mr.  Pomeroy  speaks  of  that  fiict  as  merely  accidental,  he  not 
being  entirely  certain  whether  any  one  was  present  or  not.  It  is  clear,  however,  that 
they  were  alone,  and  it  is  unfortunate  for  the  solution  of  this  question  that  they  were  so. 

How  did  it  happen  that  Mr.  Page  and  Mr.  Pomeroy,  holding  their  relations,  did  not 
meet  when  both  i  n  Topeka  from  Monday  to  Wednesd.iy  ?  This  may  have  been  accidental, 
if  such  was  the  fact.  Mr.  Page  says  that  he  did  go  to  Mr.  Pomeroy's  rooms,  but  that 
there  was  a  great  press  of  people  there,  so  that  he  could  not  reach  him. 

Why  did  not  Mr.  Pomeroy  deliver  the  $7,000  to  Mr.  Page  himself  when  he  called  on 
Monday  ?    He  then  had  the  money. 

Why  did  not  Mr.  Pomeroy  give  Mr.  York  the  money  he  was  to  take  to  Mr.  Page  in  a 
sealed  package? 

Mr.  I'omeroy  may  have  desired,  in  view  of  the  coming  election,  to  conciliate  Mr.  York 
by  showing  him  that  he  was  assisting  his  frien«l  Page,  by  showing  him  that  he  was  aid- 
ing in  establishing  a  bank  in  his  town,  and  by  reposing  contidence  in  him;  but  even  the 
suggestion  of  this  improper  motive  is  not  a  satisfactory  answer  to  these  questions. 

There  are  also  some  discrepancies  between  the  statements  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  and  Mr. 
Page,  such  as  to  whether  it  was  in  the  morning  or  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday  that  Mc 
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Page  last  called  on  Mr.  Pomeroy;  perhaps  they  are  not  other  than  each  as  show  tlie  ab 
sence  of  arrangement  between  them  as  witnesses.  These  are  questions,  and  there  may 
be  others,  to  which  the  committee  do  not  find  satisfactory  answers. 

The  committee,  some  of  whom  were  absent  on  other  dnty  from  time  to  time  as  the  evi- 
dence was  being  taken,  did  not  receive  the  printed  testimony  nntil  the  morning  of  Satur- 
day, the  Ist  instant,  and  have  given  the  evidence  snch  examination  as  in  the  press  of 
business  they  have  been  able,  which  has  been  by  no  means  as  thorough  as  was  desirable. 

The  committee,  bearing  in  mind  while  ekamining  the  evidence  that  the  whole  trans- 
action, whatever  view  be  taken  of  it,  is  the  result  of  a  concerted  plot  to  defeat  Mr.  Pomeroy. 
and  remembering  that  the  bnrden  of  proof  is  on  the  jMirty  making  the  accusation,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  York  has  not  sustained  his  charge  by  sufficient  proof, 
contradicted  as  it  is  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Page  and  Mr.  Pomeroy. 

The  committee  report  herewith  the  evidence  taken  and  the  briefs  of  the  respectlTe 
counseL 

FRED»K  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN. 
WM.  A.  BUCKINGHAM. 
J.  L.  ALCORN. 

VIEWS  OF  Mit.  VICKERS. 

I  cannot  forbear  saying  that  this  case  is  not  entirely  free  from  difficulty  and  embaiv 
rassment;  but  as  a  preliminary  remark,  I  can  say  that  I  do  not  think  any  connection  has 
been  proved  between  the  persons  alleged  to  have  offered  bribes,  being  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Pomeroy,  and  that  Senator.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  instances  of  attempt  to  bribe  have 
been  denied  by  the  persons  who  it  was  said  made  the  offer.  Nothing  has  been  traced 
to  Mr.  Pomeroy,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  acquitting  him  of  all  charges  of  that  char- 
acter. The  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  when  the  testimony  was  admitted,  proposed  to 
connect  Mr.  Pomeroy  with  them,  directly  or  circumstantially.  The  result  proved  a 
failure  to  do  so.  I  do  not  think  that  the  offer  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  assist  Mr.  Laughliu.  an 
agent  of  certain  poor  settlers  upon  neutral  lands  in  Southern  Kansas,  if  Mr.  William 
Simpson  would  support  him  for  Senator,  in  connection  with  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances, is  of  such*  a  character  as  to  amount  to  a  direct  offer  to  bribe,  although  the 
motive  held  out  to  Mr.  Simpson  cannot  be  approved.  Mr.  Pomeroy  denies  substantially 
any  motive  or  attempt  to  influence  Mr.  Simpson's  vote,  in  the  conversation  held  be- 
tween them. 

1  dismiss  this  part  of  the  case,  and  come  to  the  charge  of  actnal  bribery  made  by  Mr. 
York  against  Mr.  Pomeroy.  Mr.  York  has  testified  before  the  committee,  unequivo- 
cally, to  the  offer  of  a  bribe  by  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  him  for  his  vote,  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature  of  Kansas,  for  Mr.  Pomeroy  for  the  place  of  United  States  Senator;  that  Mr. 
Pomeroy  paid  him  $2,000  on  Monday  night  preceding  the  election  on  Tuesday,  and 
$5,000  on  Wednesday,  before  the  meeting  of  the  joint  convention  of  the  legislature  on 
that  day;  that  he  (Mr.  York)  produced  the  money  before  the  conventioni  stated  all  the 
circumstances,  and  declared  that  he  knew  of  five  or  six  members  of  the  conv^tion  who 
had  Mr.  Pomeroy's  money  burning  in  their  pockets,  and  he  would  disclose  their  names 
at  the  proper  t  ime.  Mr.  Pomeroy,  in  his  testimony  before  the  committee,  denied  emphat* 
ically  the  truth  of  Mr.  York's  statement,  and  averred  that  he  handed  him  $2, 000 and  the 
$5,000  to  him  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Page,  a  banker  at  Independence,  to  whom  he  had 
promised  to  loan  the  money  to  aid  in  establishing  a  national  bank  at  Independence,'  in 
Kansas.  Mr.  Page  swears  that  he  told  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  send  the  money  by  Mr.  York, 
or  Mr.  Bell  (a  member  of  the  legislature),  and  that  he  told  Mr.  York  that  he  had  told  Mr. 
Pomeroy,  on  Monday  preceding  the  election,  to  hand  the  money  over  to  him,  to  be  carried 
to  Mr.  Page.  Mr.  Page  also  swears  that  he  did  not  leave  Topeka  till  Thursday,  the  day 
after  the  election,  but  did  not  converse  with  Mr.  Pomeroy  after  Monday.  Mr.  Page  had 
several  conversations  with  Mr.  Pomeroy  upon  the  subject  of  establishing  a  national  bank — 
some  of  them  in  the  presence  of  others. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  part  of  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  before 
the  committee: 

'*  Question  (to  Mr.  Pomeroy).  You  say  that  on  Monday  night  you  gave  to  Mr.  York 
$2,000;  where,  at  that  time,  were  the  $5,0(»0?— Answer.  They  were  in  my  Talise;  not 
in  my  trunk. 

•'Q.  Why  did  you  not  give  him  tlie$5, 000  as  well  as  the  $2,000?— A.  I  had  not  it  with 
me  in  the  room  at  the  time,  and  1  intended  to  see  Mr.  Page  the  next  morning. 

**  Q.  In  what  room  was  it  that  you  gave  Mr.  York  the  $2,000? — A.  In  what  they  call 
my  private  room. 

*'Q.  Your  reception  room  ? — A.  No;  back  of  that. 

**  Q.  Where  was  your  valise  that  contained  the  $5,^)00?— A.  It  was  in  a  doaet,  or  in 
a  place  which  I  extemporized  for  a  closet,  behind  my  tmnk. 

*'  Q.  In  the  same  room?— A.  Tee,  sir. 
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'^  Q.  Then  why  did  yon  not  give  bim  the  $5,000  at  the  same  time  that  yon  gave  him 
the  $0,000? — A.  For  the  reason  that  I  wanted  to  see  Mr.  Page. 

**  Q.  Had  Mr.  Page  told  you,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  you  could  give  the  money  to  Mr.  York? — 
A.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  told  me  I  might  send  it  to  him  by  Mr.  York;  that  he  was  going  to 
leave  town,  and  to  send  it  by  Mr.  York  or  by  Mr.  Bell. 

"  Q.  When  was  it  that  Mr.  Page  told  you  to  send  the  money  by  either  of  those  gen- 
tlemen?— A.  On  Monday. 

Q.  In  the  forenoon  ? — A.  In  the  forenoon,  the  same  day. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  not  give  him  the  $5,000  because  you  expected  to  see  Mr.  Page 
the  next  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

**Q.  You  knew,  then,  that  Mr.  Page  had  not  left  Topeka  then? — A.  I  did  not  know 
whether  he  had  or  not.  He  had  told  me  he  thought  he  should  go.  I  sent  out  for  him 
on  Tuesday  twice,  to  find  out  whether  he  had  gone. 

**  Q.  As  he  had  told  you  you  might  send  the  money  by  Mr.  York,  why  did  you  hesi- 
tate to  give  Mr.  York  the  whole  $7,000? — A.  For  two  reasons:  First,  I  wanted  to  know 
if  it  was  all  right  from  Mr.  Page;  and  then  I  had  not  the  $5,000  accessible  at  that  time. 

*' Q.  Did  I  not  understand  you  that  the  $5,000  were  in  the  same  room? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
but  in  a  valise.  I  kept  money  and  private  papers  in  a  valise  which  Mr.  Lemuel  Pome- 
roy, my  clerk,  had  the  control  of  and  key  of;  but  the  trunk  I  had  the  key  of  myself 

* '  Q.  You  had  not  the  key  of  the  valise  in  which  the  $5,000  were  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  had 
not. 

*'Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Lemuel  Pomeroy  at  that  time? — A.  He  was  in  the  reception 
room  or  abed.     He  was  about  the  hotel. 

*'  Q.  I  understand  you  took  no  memorandum  from  Mr.  York  that  you  had  delivered 
the  money  to  him? — A.  1  did  not. 

"  Q.  Was  this  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  that  bank? — A.  No,  sir. 

"  Q.  It  was  a  loan  ? — A.  It  was. a  loan. 

**  Q.  Interest- bearing  or  not  ? — A.  I  had  made  no  particular  arrangement.  I  told  him 
I  would  help  him  to  money  enough  with  what  he  had  got  to  buy  thirty  bonds.  He  was 
to  settle  with  me  after  he  got  the  currency  here. 

**Q.  How  long  was  he  to  have  the  money? — A.  I  think  it  was  thirty  or  forty  days. 
It  generally  takes  thirty  days  after  putting  the  bonds  in  to  get  the  currency  from  the 
Department." 

I  have  not  referred  to  all  the  testimony,  but  only  a  small  portion  of  it,  the  whole 
being  printed,  and  to  which  the  Senate  is  referred;  but  I  have  noticed  the  material  por- 
tions of  Mr.  York's  and  Mr.  Pomeroy  *s  and  Mr.  Page's,  so  as  to  bring  the  point  at  issue 
more  distinctly  and  prominently  into  view.  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  York  stated  to  the 
joint  convention  that  he  knew  of  five  or  six  members  of  that  body  who  had  Mr.  Pom- 
eroy's  money  burning  in  their  poekets,  and  at  a  proper  time  he  would  disclose  their 
names.  A  few  days  subsequent,  when  told  by  a  member  that  his  statement  of  that  fact, 
and  the  manner  of  making  it,  impressed  his  mind  with  the  supposition  or  belief  that  he 
(York)  had  received  his  information  from  Pomeroy,  he  made  no  reply  nor  entered  into 
any  explanation.  ^Mr.  York,  when  interrog^ied  belbre  the  committee,  does  not  remem- 
ber the  statement  made  in  reference  to  the  bribery  of  other  members,  and  pleaded  excite- 
ment as  an  excuse  lor  his  defect  of  recollection.  That  part  of  the  declarations  of  Mr. 
York  before  the  convention  had,  no  doubt,  its  efiect  upon  their  minds,  coupled  with  the 
revelations  about  the  money  transaction  and  the  production  of  the  funds,  and  doubtless 
he  intended  it  should  have.  He  bad  Mr.  Pomeroy's  defeat  in  view,  and  as  auxiliary  to 
other  statements  they  were  introduced.  This  additional  charge  of  bribery  of  other 
members  was  of  such  a  notable  character  T^^ich,  if  true,  could  not  so  soon  be  forgotten. 
It  would  require  the  largest  measure  of  charity  to  believe  that  Mr.  York  could  have  for- 
gotten them,  or  the  charge  which  he  made.  The  conclusion  is  inevitable  that  he  stated 
as  facts  what  he  did  not  know,  or,  in  other  words,  that  he  manufactured  the  statement 
for  the  occasion.  Mr.  Pomeroy  denies  all  the  material  facts,  and  asserts  that  the  money 
was  handed  to  Mr.  York  to  be  taken  to  Mr.  Page.  He  denies  explicitly  every  offer 
directly  or  indirectly  to  bribe  Mr.  York,  or  the  offer  or  delivery  of  money  for  his  vote. 
But  there  are  circumstances  connected  with  the  transaction  that  cast  a  sombre  hue  over 
portions  of  it.  The  lateness  of  the  hour;  the  place,  the  room  of  Mr.  Pomeroy;  the  ab- 
sence of  all  witnesses;  the  fact  that  Mr.  Page  was  then  in  Topeka;  the  delivery  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  money,  and  the  balance  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
convention;  the  limited  acquaintance  of  the  parties;  no  receipt  or  memorandum  taken; 
the  I'act  that  Mr.  Borland  loaned  Mr.  Pomeroy  $5,000 on  the  Friday  preceding  (Mr.  Pom- 
eroy states,  in  his  testimony,  he  wanted  it  for  Mr.  Page);  the  fact  that  on  Saturday  fol- 
lowing he  did  not  inlorm  Mr.  Page  he  had  the  money;  that  o  a  Monday  he  told  Mr.  Page 
thkit  he  expected  to  receive  the  money  before  he  left  Topeka,  and  was  told  by  Mr.  Page 
to  send  it  by  Mr.  York  or  Mr.  Bell  (Mr.  York  residing  in  the  same  town  with  Mr.  Page — 
Independence),  when  he  had  the  Fhday  befoie  borrowed  the  money  from  Mr.  Bcwland, 


.384  SENATE   ELECTION   CASES. 

and  bad  it  in  his  possession  at  the  time  he  told  Mr.  Page  he  expected  to  reodTe 
that  the  money  was  not  inclosed  in  any  envelope;  the  fact  that  Mr.  Pomeioy  > 
nothing  was  said  about  security  or  interest  (although  the  parties  had  not  knowu  oich 
other  lor  more  than  one  or  two  years,  and  resided  at  different  and  distant  points);  that 
Mr.  Page  states  lie  was  to  have  it  without  interest;  the  additional  facts  elicited  in  the 
cross-examination  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  by  one  of  the  committee,  that  the  reason  he  did 
not  pay  over  the  whole  $7, COO  to  York  on  Monday  night,  but  only  $2,000,  was  that  he 
wanted  to  sec  Mr.  Page  first;  and,  on  further  cross-examination,  that  he  had  not  the 
key  of  the  valise  where  the  $5,000  was  placed;  first  that  the  money  was  not  in  the  same 
room  (the  back  room)  where  the  parties  were,  and  afterwards  that  it  was.  These  and 
other  circumstances  connected  with  the  affair  show  discrepancy  apparently  irreconcilable. 
Mr.  Pomeroy,  when  testifying,  would  naturally  state  the  case  as  favorable  to  himsdf  as 
it  could  be  done  consistently  with  the  facts. 

Ou  the  other  hand  is  to  be  considered  the  circumstances  leading  to,  attendant,  and 
consequent  upon  the  alleged  receipt  of  money  by  Mr.  York  from  Mr.  Pomeroy.     Four 
persons  conspired  to  deieat  Mr.  Pomeroy's  election  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
the  plan  of  operations  was  concocted  at  night,  and  Mr.  York,  as  the  chief  conspirator, 
was  selected  or  volunteered  to  carry  out  the  programme.     He  went  to  Mr.  Pomeroy's 
rooms  very  late  at  night.     His  object  was  to  obtain  Mr.  Pomeroy's  confidence  and  bis 
money,  and  then  betray  him.     He  induced  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  believe  that  he  wooid  be  bis 
friend,  but  that  he  wanted  money.     He  asserts  that  he  sold  his  promk^ed  support  to  Mr. 
Pomeroy  for  $7,000;  received  the  $2,000  before  he  left,  and  the  balance,  of  f5,000,  the 
next  day;  that  he  took  the  money  to  the  joint  convention,  made  an  exciting  speech  and 
exposure,  and  strenuously  opposed  all  motions  for  adjournment  or  recess  to  allow  Mr. 
Pomeroy  an  opportunity  lor  denial  or  explanation.    Although  a  witness  who  acknowl- 
edges the  turpitude  of  his  condgct,  and  the  iniquitous  means  he  resorted  to  to  deceive 
and  induce  another  to  commit  an  offense  that  he  might  betray  him,  may  possibly  be 
believed,  yet  the  mind  cannot  relieve  itself  of  the  unfavorable  eflect  which  the  facts 
stated  and  the  moral  taint  of  the  witness  must  produce.     Detectives,  it  is  said,  are 
employed  by  governments  and  by  individuals,  and  to  use  stratagems  and  devices  to  de- 
tect suspected  offenders.     But  the  cases,  I  presume,  are  not  exactly  parallel.     Mr.  York 
and  Mr.  Pomeroy  were  personal  and  political  friends,  and  Mr.  York  admitsthat  besought 
Mr.  Pomeroy  and  exerted  his  influence  to  induce  him  to  commit  a  crime  by  the  oflfer  of 
a  very  valuable  consideration.     A  detective  may  lay  his  plans  and  place  temptations  in 
the  way  of  one  he  wishes  to  entrap,  but  1  do  not  suppose  that  he  solicits  and  bargains  for 
its  commission.     I  should  be  reluctant  to  credit  the  testimony  of  one  who  confessed  to 
such  practices,  unless  he  was  strongly  corroborated.     The  true  theory  should  be  that  the 
evidence  of  one  who  acknowledges  his  own  wrongful  and  vicious  purposes  and  acts  to 
seduce  another  into  the  commission  of  crime  should  be  corroborated  in  the  essentials  ot 
his  testimony.     While  he  may  be  competent  to  testify,  his  credibility  is  sensibly  and 
materially  afl'ected.    Unless  some  such  rule  prevail,  any  citizen  in  the  i»mmunity  might 
be  unjustly  convicted  upon  the  false  testimony  of  a  sharp  but  unprincipled  witness.    Char- 
acter alone  will  sometimes  outweigh  the  charge  of  an  accuser,  unless  corroborated.     In 
my  opinion,  neither  governments  nor  individuals  should  countenance  the  violation  of 
truth  or  morality  to  accomplish  any  purpose. 

Taking  all  the  testimony  and  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  weighing  them 
carefully  in  equal  scales,  I  cannot  decide  that  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Pomeioy  is  established 
beyond  a  reabonable  doubt.  If  1  were  a  judge  or  a  juror,  I  could  not  convict  upon  such 
testimony.  The  duty  of  the  committee  was  to  take  the  testimony  and  report  upon  it 
to  the  Senate,  with  their  conviitions  of  its  bearing  and  effect.  They  have,  in  the  short 
time  allowed,  and  under  diffi(ulties  and  incoveniences  arising  out  of  their  Senatorial 
duties  and  engagements  on  other  committees,  and  some  delay  in  receiving  the  printed 
testimony,  been  prevented  from  giving  as  thorough  a  consideration  of  the  evidence  as 
they  desired  to  do.  But  considering  the  nature  and  character  of  the  testimony  for  the 
prosecution  and  defense,  with  all  the  surrounding  circumstances,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  conclude,  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  that  the  charges  against  Mr.  Pomeroy  have  be^ 
sustained. 

G.  VICKEKa 

VIEWS  OF  MB.  THUBMAN. 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee.  I  think  that  the 
testimony  proves  a  corrupt  offer  by  Mr.  Pomeroy  to  Senator  Simpson,  of  the  Kansas  legis- 
lature, to  obtain  the  vote  of  the  latter. 

1  also  believe  that  the  testimony  convicts  Mr.  Pomeroy  of  having  attempted  to  bribe 
Senator  York,  of  that  legislature,  to  vote  for  him;  that  Pomeroy  delivered  to  York  $7,000 
is  not  denisd.    Tha  only  sxaterial  issue  between  them  is,  for  what  pozpostt  was  the  mcn^ 
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delivered  ?  York  says  tliat  it  was  a  bribe  for  bis  vote.  Pomeroy  says  tbat  it  was  banded 
to  York  to  carry  it  to  one  Page,  wbom  Pomeroy  bad  promised  to  assist  in  starting  a 
national  bank.  In  my  jadgment  tbe  statements  of  Mr.  Pomeroy  on  this  subject  are  con- 
tradictory, are  inconsistent  with  Page's  statements;  are  so  opposed  to  the  usual  circum- 
stances attending  a  business  transaction,  and  are  so  improbable,  especially  in  view  of  tbe 
circumstances  attending  tbe  Senatorial  election,  that  reliance  cannot  be  placed  upon 
them.  Perceiving  no  good  to  result  from  an  elaborate  statement  of  the  testimony  and 
reasons  tbat  bring  me  to  these  conclusions,  I  refrain  from  making  such  statement.  Were 
there  time  for  the  Senate  to  consider  the  subject  fully  I  should  i'eel  it  my  duty  to  give  at 
large  the  reasons  for  my  convictions.  But  this  is  the  last  day  of  the  session  and  of  Mr. 
Pomeroy 's  Senatorial  term.  Before  the  reports  can  be  printed,  much  le  s  considcred,^he 
session  will  be  at  an  end.  I  therefore  say  no  more  than  to  repeat  the  conclusions  to  which 
my  mind,  has,  reluctantly  and  painfully,  been  brought. 
s  £  o 25 
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[Second  and  third  sesnions  Forty-second  CoDgre»),  and  special  session,  March,  1873  J 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Senator  from  Arlcansas  from  March  25, 1871,  till  March  3, 1877. 

January  9, 1872,  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  Condition  of  the  late  In8urTe<.*tiun 
ary  States  reported  to  the  Senate  that  certain  testimony  taken  by  them  tended  to  impeach  the  ofli- 
cial  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Clayton  ;  that  the  committee  had  not  prosecuted  tne  inquiry  lx>- 
yond  taking  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses,  deciding  that  the  subject-matter  did  not  come  within 
the  limits  of  the  investigation  they  were  directed  to  make ;  that  they  reported  to  the  Senate  this  tes- 
timony, recommending  that  the  Senate  take  such  action  as  it  deem  proper.  The  Senate  rcMolvctl 
that  the  report  and  testimony  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  investigate  and  report  upun  iliv 
charges.  June  10, 1872, the  committee  reported  that  the  investigation  wa^  completed,  hut  that  tli<> 
committee  Nvere  unable  at  that  time  to  arrange  the  testimony  and  report  back  such  parts  of  it  r.'^ 
were  relevant;  that  they  held  itbuttheplainest  justice  to  Mr.  Clayton  that  they  should  make  known 
the  general  result  of  their  investigation  ;  that  they  consequently  submitted  a  partial  rei)ort,rcs<'rv- 
ing  the  right  to  submit  a  final  report  with  the  testimony, and  recommending  that  the  Senatcdclay 
action  on  the  subject  until  such  time;  that  the  charges  were  not  sustained,  and  that  the  testimony 
failed  to  impeach  the  Senator's  oflicial  conduct  or  character.  There  was  a  minority  re|H>rt,  which 
did  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  held  that  the  action  of  the  committee  in  report  tn.<{  at 
that  time  was  premature.  February  26, 1873,  the  committee  submitted  the  evidence.  an<i  made  a 
final  report,  recommending  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that  the  charges  referred  to  the  eonunittee 
were  not  sustained,  and  that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject . 
There  was  a  minority  report  holding  that  the  charge  made  of  procuring  his  seat  by  the  corrupt  u.sc 
of  money  was  sustamed  by  the  evidence,  and  that  he  also  obtained  5  votes,  which  made  his  ma- 
jority, by  giving  to  electors  lucrative  oflSces  when  he  was  governor,  as  a  confederation  for  their 
votes.    March  25, 1873,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  griven  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  trotn  Senate  Journals,  42d  Cong.,  2d  and  3d  sess.,  and  the  reports  of  the  committee  from  Senate 
Reports,  8d  sess.  42d  Cong.,  No.  512. 

Special  referenoes  to  the  debates  of  each  dav  are  inserted  below. 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-second  Congress.] 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1872. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  investigate  Alleged  Outrages  in  Sonth- 
em  States,  submitted  the  following  report  (No.  15): 

At  a  meeting  of  **  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  Condition  of  the  late 
Insurrectionary  States,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  safety  of  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  convened  at  their  room  in  the 
Capitol  on  the  22d  of  September,  1871,  Messrs.  Scott,  Pool,  and  Blair  were  appointed  a 
subcommittee  to  examine  the  witnesses  then  in  attendance;  which  subcommittee  organ- 
ized on  the  23d  of  September,  1871,  and  examined  Edward  Wheeler,  of  Arkansas.  On 
the  25th  of  September,  1871,  said  subcommittee  examined  William  G.  Whipple,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  testimony  of  these  witnesses  tends  to  impeach  the  official  character  and  conduct 
of  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  also  to  aflect 
the  right  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  that  State  to  retain  his 
seat  in  the  House.  Other  evidence  of  the  same  character  was  offered,  and  one  of  the 
gentlemen  affected  by  this  testimony  claimed  the  right  to  bring  witnesses  before  the 
committee  to  contradict  or  explain  the  same.  The  committee,  liowever,  upon  consid- 
eration decided  that  the  subject-matter  to  which  said  testimony  related  did  not  come 
within  the  limits  of  the  investigation  they  were  directed  to  make,  and  therefore  declined 
to  prosecute  the  inquiry  any  further,  discharging  a  witness  who  had  been  subpoenaed 
and  was  then  awaiting  an  examination. 

The  joint  select  committee,  pursuing  what  they  deemed  to  be  the  proper  parliament- 
ary course,  at  a  meeting  on  December  21,  1871,  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

*^  Resolved,  That  the  committee  report  the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee  affect- 
ing Senator  Clayton  and  Mr.  Edwards,  a  Representative  from  Arkansas,  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  recommendation  that  each  House  take  such  action 
as  it  may  deem  proper." 

Agreeably  to  this  resolution  of  said  joint  select  committee,  the  undersigned,  the 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, beg  Jeave  to  submit  the  testimony*  hereto  annexed  of  Edward  Wheeler 

and  WiUiam  G.  Whipple,  both  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  said  Wheeler  and  Whipple 

_^^___^_^___^___^__^ '  ...        . .  . 

^  Found  on  pn^^es  3-88  of  report  No.  19,  2d  sestt.  42d  Cong. 
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having  been  the  only  witnesses  Irom  that  State  who  were  examined  by  the  commit- 
tee, to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  respectively,  for  such  action  as  each 
House  may  deem  advisable. 

JOHN  SCOTT, 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  Ihe  Senate. 
LUKE  P.  POLAND, 
Cfiairman  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  the  report,  and  Mr.  Clayton, 
having  addressed  the  Senate  on  the  subject  thereof,  concluded  his  remarks  with  the  re- 
quest that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  allegations  against  him 
therein  referred  to; 
.    Whereupon 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

' '  Besolved,  1  hat  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  testimony  accompanying  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  of  three,  with  power  to  send  for  pennons  and  papers,  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  the  charges  therein  contained  against  Hon.  Powell  Clayton, 
a  member  of  this  body." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Vice-President. 

[The  debate,  including  a  statement  by  Mr.  Scott  and  a  speech  by  Mr.  Clayton,  is  found 
on  pages  311-318  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  1,  2d  sess.  42d  Cong.] 

Wednesday,  January  10,  1872. 

The  Vice-President  appointed  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Morrill  of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Norwood 
the  select  committee  authorized  by  the  resolution  of  yesterday  to  inquire  into  certain 
allegations  against  Hon.  Powell  Clayton. 

Monday,  January  15,  1872. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  select  committee  to  investigate  alleged  charges  against  the  Hon. 
Powell  Clayton,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

^'  Resolvrd,  That  the  committee  appointed  under  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
9th  instant  to  investigate  the  charges  against  the  Hon.  Powell  Clayton  have  power  to 
employ  a  clerk,  and  that  there  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate  the  sum  of  $2, 000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  said  investigation.'' 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved  J  That  it  pass. 

Thursday,  March  28,  1872. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  select  committee  to  inquire  into  certain  allegations  against  Hou. 
Powell  Clayton,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent: 

^''Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $3,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
expenses  of  the  committee  to  investigate  the  charges  against  the  Hon.  Powell  Clayton, 
is  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  under  the  order 
of  the  chairman  of  said  committee,  the  vouchers  therefor  to  be  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered  J  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  it  pass. 

Monday,  June  10,  1872. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  from  the  select  committee  to  inquire  into  certain  allegations 
against  Hon.  Powell  Clayton,  submitted  a  report*  (No.  232)  thereon. 

Mr.  Norwood  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  views  .of  the  minority  of  the 
committee  on  the  allegations  of  Mr,  Clayton;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  foregoing  report  (No.  232). 

^  This  report  is  embodied  in  the  one  made  by  the  same  committee  February  26, 1973. 
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Fbiday,  January  10,  1873w 

Mr.  Wright  Rnhmittcd  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
timefl  by  unanimoua  connt'Dt: 

*'Bvfiolvrd,  That  the  huiii  of  $1,000,  or  so  mnch  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  herel^ 
appropriatiHl  out  of  (ho  n)ntin}:ent  fund  of  the  Senate  for  the  nse  of  the  select  commit 
tee  to  iD({uire  into  certain  allegations  against  the  Hon.  Powell  Clayton.** 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  Kaid  resolution  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  U'ing  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Orderid^  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent 

lUmlrvd,  That  it  pass. 

Wednesday,  February  26,  1873. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  select  committee  to  investigate  certain  charges  against  the  Hon. 
Powell  Clayton,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Arkansas,  submitted  a  report  (No.  612) 
accompsinicd  by  the  following  resolution: 

"/^r.Wrn/,  That  the  diargis  made  and  referreil  to  the  selei't  committee  for  investiga- 
tion aflecting  the  oflirial  character  and  conduct  of  the  Hon.  Powell  Clayton  are  not 
sustained,  and  that  the  committee  l>e  distrharged  from  their  further  consideration.'* 

Ordered f  That  the  report  and  testimony  taken  before  the  said  committee  l>e  printed. 

[Remarks  by  Mr.  Wright  are  found  on  page  1785  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  8^ 
lid  sens.  4*2d  Cong.  ] 

Saturday,  March  1,  1873. 

Mr.  Norwood  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Senate  to  present  the  views  of  the 
minority  of  the  sclei't  ix)mmittec  to  infjuiro  into  certain  allegations  against  Hon.  Powell 
Clayton;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  to  accompany  the  report  of  the  committee 
(No.  512). 

repout  of  committee.* 

In  the  Sexaie  of  the  United  Statbb. 
Febriauy  *->(»,  1^:!.— Onlered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright,  fn>iii  the  committee  to  inijuire  into  certain  allegations  against  HjOn.  Powell 
Clayton,  Mibmitted  the  following  ic]H>rt: 

The  undersigned  sidci  t  commit  tee,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  inquiring  into 
certain  charge^  against  the  Hon.  Powell  Clayton,  a  member  of  this  body  llnom  the  State 
of  Arkan>:is.  have  had  the  .sinie  under  consideration,  and  submit  the  lollowing  final 
report : 

On  the  loth  ot'  .Tune  Ia>t  they  submitted  what  they  denominated,  and  which  WMM- 
ce]>ted  Hs  a  ]uirtial  re|M)rt,  which  they  here  inc(»rporate  to  avoid  lepetition.  and  that  the 
conclusion  at  >ilii<  h  they  have  linally  arrived  may  l>e  the  more  readily  understood: 

JcM   10.  isTJ.  -  OriliTtil  to  he  priiit4'<l. 

Mr.  MiirriM.  <if  Miiiiii'.  on  iH'halfof  lln*  t-lmtriiiRii.  Mr.  WriKht.of  Iowa  from  ihe  c«»Diiulttce  to  la 
(|iiin>  iiitti  (f  itaiii  uili-);titifiiiN  tmmi  xt  llmi.  I'tiwt  U  <  liiylnit.iiiilmiitted  the  ft»lioiving  report : 

'rii4' -|M«iii|  I  oiiiiiiiiiif  oil  wtuuii  u'lis  iiii|M»xi-tl  the  «liily  <if  hi\«>MiKnlin|c  <*«*rliiiii  ehiu^vt  againflt 
the  lldit  r«iui  U  (  l.ivl'iii.  u  iiM-inU  r  ot'thit  ImkIv.Im'k  h*u\'e  tiM«iihiiiit  thrfolli»w'iiif|  fiortlal  report: 

Oil  the  '.Mh  of  .hiiitiiiiy.  K2.  .Mi..*4e<iii.  iioiit  iho  "  .loiiit  .^'Ici-t  ('oiiifnitt<-e  t<»  iiic|iiirc  iiitolbeCDn- 
ilirifiii  iifihi-  l.tff  lii-iirii  i-liiMiiiry  SiatnH."^i-..  iri>orli>tl  tn  tlie  Sciinti*  tluit  inthepromM-Ufloti  uftbelr 
iiii|iiir'eHtlii*te-tiiiii.iivori-«  rtaiii  wiiiu-im-h  (I.Uw:ii<I  W  heeler  uihI  Will  ani  O.  WhiiipU*. rif  ArluinHit) 
"(i-iitieil  ti»  uii|M  111  h  I  ill-  iilli«iul  I  luirn-  ter  and  eoii«iti< '  of  ii  mem  In*  r  of  th  it  iKMty  l»ut  mm  tbrjr  bcra 
lh.it  iheHithcit  iiiiiili-r  tiiwhi<  h  •«;ii(lieHiiiiionyrfhiiefiih(i  no  eoiiip  witluii  thrlimitHof  theiiiTtalt* 
K-.tioii  thi  y  uiri*  ihn  i  l«il  to  tnuke."  ihi-y  de«  lineil  to  hear  other  witiieMieM.ftiicl  tlirmi|M>ii  ftil  opted 

tilt'  liilliiwiii;;  l«-«iiillt  :<iU 

"  l.'tn'xnti,  I  ii:ii  i!ii-(oiiiin  tti'c  n*|Miri  ihe  icMiiiiony  taken  iH'fun*  theeommUtoe  alTn-tina' 
Chiyloii  iUhI  .Mr  l.ilw.mU.  a  l:i|in!>i  nialive  lri»in  Arkun-ii**.  to  tlit- Sf-nute  un«llIoilM*  <if  Ri 
ti\e-.  Uith  .1  If  i-oniiii«-nil:i>  on  ihiit  eji  h  IIoum-  iuL«  m)«  h  lu  tion  »••  it  may  dorm  proper." 

Till'  t4  iitniony  of  \\  Uv*  li-i  untl  \'v  h  pplereli-rreU  to  In  Ihe  refMirt  iiticJ  rrHolutioii  Ibeyiiliio  rcpotfej 
to  the^M-naie  lor  *>ui  h  m  tton  .i^  nii;:hl  Im  Uei>m«  d  iiiI\  i^ihle.undoii  the  Humeday  tbe!!teiialieMO|llaa 
the  following  r««o  iiiioii 

"i/«wiirfi.  'Mint  till-  ri|*ort  of  ih<'  eomn<ittei*  nnd  tlie  Irntiiiiony  ReeompnnyinK  he  referred  loa 
•|M*4  ml  (oiiiiniilee  of  three,  wv.h  |ifi\vi-r  |o  m-uiI  for  |ienMin*«  iiiitl  |iap<'rii.  to  inve<4lfpitc  nnd 
UfMUl  ihe  I  hiir^ei*  therein  •  unliiiin  tl  iiKuhi-;  Iloit.  I'ow.Il  i'liiyton  ii  meml^r  ofllili  biidy." 

Ihin«iiiiiit  !•»  the  •  iiinin:in>l  ol  III-  re«.  )i>  ii>n.i  ml  ihe  imuert  tht  rrlivc(iiifrrrr<l,ttiec«Mi>olUtoe: 
on  the  Isth  fliiy  of  .frtnu.iiy.iiiMl  t  nt«>ri  d  U|n»ii  tlie  <liM-hun;e  of  their  dutii***. 

Jiinicth  II«>4lKr<«  4*«><i    (if  \rkiti<^i-.ii|>p*  iin-rl  ■K-f>iritheiii  iin<lii««kp(l  Iravrtnpronenitet^Ot 
•ntl  VTiiM  p.>riui(teil  to  ihi  -^*  unl  .i<-'  »i-<l<ii.;ly  .ipiif.tre'l  hy  h.iu-<«*h'  ninl  ctiiin^el.  H.  M. 


The  Ittrtiinony.  pnnes  il-^177  of  tlic  rr|iort.  I*  li«*re  oiiittied. 
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Senator  Clajrton  also  asked  to  appear  ns  well  in  person  asl>y  counsel,  which  request  iras  granted.^ 
and  he  designated  as  bUcU  cuunst  1  ilie  lion.  Thomas  M.  Buweu  and  Hon.  John  McCiure  of  Arkansas. 

Wimcssea  were  subpoenucd  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  parties  and  as  the  com- 
miltcc  deemed  necessary.  It  is  proper  to  Htatc  llial  the  iiar.ies  each  dcmnnded  the  attendance  of 
many  other  witnesses,  wliich  demand  waa  declined  but  not  until  the  committee  were  thoroughly 
satisticd  that  tht  y  were  poi^sessed  of  ihe  liisential  facts  louchinjj  ihc  matters  su;  milted  for  their  in- 
vest iteration.  Tncy  held  ulmost  daily  fecs^ions  from  the  date  last  named  until  and  including  the  11th 
day  of  May,  when  the  Icsiimony  elo-ed.  During  tliui  day  they  examined  ihirly-cight  witnesses,  and 
have  bciorc  them,  in  form  of  documents  and  the  testimony  of  said  witnesses,  matter\;overiug  about 
5,(XK)  maiiuscri^jt  pages. 

We  arc  jiistihca  in  siiying  that  much  of  it  was  taken  and  received  debcnecsse.  In  other  words,  for 
the  prosecution  it  was  claimed  that  they  would  be  able  to  show  eerlain  combinations,  conspiracies, 
and  corrupt  agreements  which,  if  established,  would  make  such  testimony  competent  and  relevant. 
For  the  defense  it  was  insist edl hat  this  state  of  caseiouid  not  be  Khown,  and  in  no  event  could  such 
testimony  be  admissible  under  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  the  matter  submilied  for  our  inves- 
tigation, out  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  its  being  so  held  they  submitted  their  testimony  to  meet 
the  case  supposed  by  the  prosecuiion. 

As  it  was  impoHftiblc  to  say  in  advance  what,  in  this  respect,  the  testimony  might  finally  establish, 
and  as  witnes&es  were  in  many  instances  here  from  a  great  dislauec  and  anxious  to  leave,  wc  deemed 
it  better  to  take  the  testimony,  leaving  the  question  of  its  ultimate  relevancy  to  be  determined  when 
deciding  the  whole  ease.  This  state  of  Ihc  record  rendered  it  necessary  to  examine  wiih  care  the 
testimony  of  very  many  of  the  witnesses  to  enable  us  to  determine  just  what  was  and  was  not  com- 
petent in  view  of  the  issues  made. 

This  work,  to  some  extent,  remains  unperformed.  It  could  not  well  be  otherwise  when  we  refer 
to  the  t.me  the  testimony  closed,  and  tile  other  and  constant  duties  pre^'sing  upon  each  member  of 
the  committee.  As  the  session  is  drawing  to'u  close,  however,  and  wc  hold  it  but  t  he  plaimcit  justice 
to  a  mcml)er  of  this  body  that  it  should  at  least  be  known  what  was  the  general  result  of  our  inves- 
tigation, we  have  deemed  it  l)cst  to  subm  t  the  same  to  the  Senate.  \Ve  say  this  is  due  him,  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  country,  and  shall  assume  that  this  will  bo  aeccptf^das  true  by  all,  without  entering 
into  argument  in  support  of  a  proposition  t-o  plain.  The  charges  aflect  the  standing  and  influence 
of  one  who  hns  the  equal  dignity  and  responsibility^  of  any  other  meml»er  of  this  body  bf  lore  the 
country  and  his  constituency.  If  not  sustained,  it  is  eminently  proper  that  he  should  be  relieved. 
If  sustained,  then  the  Senate  owes  it  to  itself,  its  own  dignity,  its  own  purity,  its  own  self-respect,  that 
be  should  bo  removed,  and  the  people  of  Arkansas  have  upon  this  floor  one  who  may  be  their  lit, 
proper,  and  chosen  representative. 

Thus  impressed  and  influenced,  though  unable, for  reasons  above  stated,  to arrang^e  (be  te.stimony 
and  report  back  such  parts  as  they  hold  to  l)e  proper  and  relevant,  and  yet  able  to  reach  a  conclu- 
sion, to  them  satisfactory,  from  their  recollection  of  the  evidence  at  the  time  it  was  being  submitted, 
and  their  subsequent  examination— -we  say,  thu.s  itupressed,  wc  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  submit 
this  partial  report,  reserving  the  right,  at  u  time  when  the  pre»sure  of  other  duties  shall  not  be  so 
great,  to  submit  with  the  testimony  a  further  and  llnal  report. 

If  it  should  beasked.  Why  not  nowsubmitall  the  testimony?  we.answer:  First,  because  we  know 
that  much  of  it  can  have  no  possible  bearing  upon  the  question  before  us  and  the  Senate,  and  its 
pul)llcation  would  involve  a  large  and  most  unnecessary  expense.  Second.  No  useful  end  is  to  he 
gained  by  giving  to  the  country  a  niuss  of  testimony  which  only  serves  to  phow  the  bitterness  of  per- 
sonal foelingcxisting  between  those  prosecutmgand  their  friends  on  oneside.and  the  party  accused 
and  his  friends  on  the  other,  which  had  its  birth  in  the  zeal  of  opposing  political  factions,  to  blacken 
an<ldisparoge  the  party  integrity  of  those  opposing  then) ;  which  would  only  tend  tost  ill  further  dis- 
turl)anddi.<-tract  thceitizensof  the  State  where  they  reside,  and  render  more  diflicult  the  restoration 
of  that  pcaceand  quiet  soessential  in  allthe  States,  andespccially  those  so  lately  in  insurrection.  And 
this  course  is  the  more  justifled  from  a  conviction,  which  wc  cannot  now  escape,  that  not  u  little  of 
it  was  ollercd  by  the  parties  more  with  the  view  of  making  political  capital  against  each  other  than 
in  the  hope  or  belief  that  it  could  have  any  influence  upon  the  committee,  or  throw  light  upon  the 
subject-matter  under  investigation.  We  do  not  propose  to  be  the  instrument  of  a  purpose  so  for- 
eign, and  we  most  respectfully  subiiiit  th-.t  the  Senate  should  not  and  will  not  lend  ilseli  to  the  pun- 
lication  in  advance  of  a  mass  of  testimony  which  in  no  manner  tends  to  elucidate  the  real  question 
before  them,  and  which,  if  published,  while  it  might  gratify  the  malevolence  of  parties,  could  not 
possibly  serve  any-  usefid  end.    It  would  Ikj  worse  than  waste-paper. 

We  iherefore  submit  this  report,  at  present  withholding  the  testimony,  recommending  that  action 
shall  be  delayed  until  we  arc  able  to  more  carefully  arrange  the  immense  record  before  us,  and  pre-  . 
sent  it  in  a  form  which  will  enable  the  Senate  to  act  with  greater  safety  and  intelligence. 

And  now  having  stated  something'of  the  work  performed  and  the  grounds  which  seem  to  us  to 
{ustify  the  course  pursued,  we  eome  to  the  eonsidei*ation  of  those  matters  which  were  submitted  for 
our  investigation  and  a  statement  of  the  conclusion  reached.  In  doing  this  it  seems  to  be  eminently 
proper,  and  indeed  logically  necessary,  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  charges 
made  and  the  powers  of  the  committee  under  the  order  of  reference. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  report  of  the  committee,  which  led  to  the  present  inquiry,  states  that 
the  testimony  submitted  to  tnem  tended  to  impeach  the  oflicial  character  and  conduct  of  Senator 
Clayton.  The  resolution  under  which  this  committee  is  acting  directs  that  the  report  of  Mr.  Scott 
and  the  accompanying  testimony  be  referred,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  therein  contained.  We  therefore  necessarily  goto  the  report  thus  referred  in  the 
first  instance,  to  see  what  the  charges  are.  But  here  we  find  nothing,  for  it  is  only  stated  generally 
that  the  testimony  before  them  tended  to  impeach  the  official  character  and  (K)nduet  of  Senator 
Clayton.  All  that  is  of  particular  value  thus  tar  or  in  this  language  is  that  the  charpres  related  to 
bis  official  character  and  conduct.  This  of  course  must  mean  his  official  character  and  conduct  as  a 
Senator.  With  his  official  acts  in  other  positions  we  have  nothing  to  do,  except  as  they  may  bear 
upon  his  office  as  Senator.  To  illustrate,  lie  was  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  up  to  the  time  of 
bis  election  as  a  member  of  this  body.  Now,  whether  his  conduct  and  character  in  the  gubernatorial 
office  was  such  as  to  merit  condemnation  or  praise,  whether  his  administration  of  that  office  was 
honest  or  dishonest,  wise  or  unwise,  corrupt  or  otherwise,  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  whatever,  ex- 
cept as  it  may  bear,  in  some  legitimate  manner,  upon  his  conduct  and  character  in  his  present  posi. 
tion. 

Assuming  for  the  present  that  our  inquiries  are  limited  to  matters  subsequent  to  his  election,  not. 
of  course,  rejecting  those  antecedents,  so  far  as  they  reflect  light  upon  subsequent  acts,  we  are  led 
to  inquire  what  these  are ;  and  here  we  are  remitted  to  the  testimony  of  Wheeler  and  Whipple,  for 
as  there  are  no  specific  charges  in  the  report  itself,  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses  must  alone  stand 
In  the  place  of  charges,  the  information,  or  indictment.  Than  this,  few  things  could  be  more  indefl. 
nite  or  unsatisfactory.  Without,  by  any  means,  conceding  that  any  one  should  be  held  to  answer 
charges  thus  made,  so  entirely  wanting  in  everything  approximating  conciseness,  clearness,  or  defl. 
nitenofls,  we  advert  very  briefly  to  some  matters  to  which  theee  witnesses  most  vaguely  refer. 
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Flnt.  It  is  enggested  rather  than  strongly  claimed  that  Senator  Clayton  was  indicted  by  the  {i:Tand 
Jury  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  Arkansas,  in  April,  1871,  for  a  violation  of  the  turenty-sfcoml 
section  of  tlie  enforcement  act  (16  Stnt.at  Large,  page  145),  in  granting  a  certificate  of  election,  a:* 
governor,  to  General  Joiui  Edwards,  showing  his  election  as  a  meniber  of  the  House  of  Keprescnt- 
aiives  in  the  Co^igress  of  the  United  btates.  The  facts  in  connection  with  the  issuing  of  this  certid- 
catc  will  come  under  review  in  a  sub&equent  part  of  this  report,  and  we  content  ourselves  at  present 
with  stating  conclusions.  And,  lirst,  the  mere  finding  of  the  indictment  would  not  of  course  eK>  tend 
to  impcaeh  his  ofUcial  character  and  conduct,  nor  of  course  actually  impeach  it,  as  to  demand  action 
at  the  hands  of  the  Senate.  In  the  next  place,  if  such  finding  possessed  any  significance, It  \vould 
lose  U  oil,  where,  as  the  testimony  and  the  record  hercS  conclusively  show,  he  was  discharged  there- 
from by  the  judgment  of  the  court  at  a  subsequent  term  (in  October  last)  under  a  demurrer  to  the 
indictment;  not  for  any  formal  or  technical  defect,  but  upon  the  broad  and  substantive  ground,  to 
state  it  briefly,  that  the  governorof  a  Slate  is  not  an  "  ofXlc*cr  of  election,"  within  the  meaning  of  said 
election. 

This  beingsojbytho  judgment  of  the  court  he  stood  acquiftedanddischargedof  conrpcof  all  legal 
wrong.  Then,  if  an  ofheer,  and  the  act  was  not  fraudulent — that  is,  if  he  did  not  "  fraudulently  make 
any  false  certificate" — there  was  no  criminal  liability,  and  if  there  was  no  corrupt  conduct  or  fraud- 
ulent act  in  this  connection,  it  is  submitted  that  all  inquiry  in  this  dii-ection  may  be  dismissed.  But 
more  of  this  hereafter. 

Jn  the  second  place,  it  i.s  suggested,  again  mostx-aguely— it  cannot  be  conceded  to  have  the  dignity 
of  a  specific  charge— that  he,  by  himself  or  friends,  tampered  with  the  grand  jury  fniding  the  iudict- 
ment.  Senator  Clayton  was  in  Washington  City  at  the  time  the  indictment  wan  found, and  there  is 
scarcely  a  scintilla  of  evidence  that  he  had  knowledge  thatsuch  a  thing  was  contemplated  or  threat- 
ened. There  is  certainly  no  pretense  of  proof  that  he,  by  himself,  or  others  acting  for  him,  or  at  his  in- 
stance orreque&t.madc  even  the  least  attempt  to  iifluence  the  action  of  the  grand  jury  presenting 
the  indictment, and  lea.st  of  all  would  it  be  claimed  that  anything  was  done  by  himself, or  any  one 
ever  so  remotely  connected  with  him,  which  could  by  po^.^»ibility  be  regarded  as  either  crinuna'lly  or 
morally  wreng.  And  when  we  add  that  it  is  wor.se  than  the  hhecrest  pretense  that  anything  there 
attempted  was  in  the  least  connected  with  his  official  conduct  or  character,  we  dismiss  this  i^rt  of 
the  cR:je. 

In  the  next  place  it  is  attempted  to  be  shown  that  he  improperly  u.sed  Ium  official  position  and 
influence  as  Senator  to  procure  the  removal  of  the  witness  (Whipple)  from  h is oflice  of  diMtrict  attor- 
ney, and  (Jcneral  Catt<'rson  as  marshal  of  the  district  of  Arkansas.  Whipple  was  district  utt4»rncy 
and  Catterson  murhhal  atthc  time  of  finding  the  indictment.  Both  these  nentU  men  had  boeumore 
or  less  active  in  their  opposition  to  Senator  C'ayton's  election  to  the  Senate  through  acon>e.*-t  al- 
most unprecedented  in  its  bitterness,  whether  viewed  politically  or  personally.  This  was  particularly 
true  of  Colonel  Wiiipple.  Senator  Clayton  may  have  been  influenct  (l,and  donbl'e^'S  was,  not  a 
little,  in  liis  etiorts  to  procure  their  removal  by  their  known  ojiposilion  to  him, as  also  by  what  he 
esteemed  their  unwarranted  course  in  connection  with  the  procurement  of  the  indictment. 

it  is  not  material  to  inquire  whether  there  was  anything  in  their  conduct  tiiuchinu:  the  latter 
matter  to  warrant  his  feelings  and  judgment,  since  he  did  no  more  than  what  otlier  Senators  are 
constantly  in  the  habit  ot'doing  touching  the  displacement  of  their  enemies  and  the  appointment  of 
their  friends.  That  the  action  of  these  parties  in  connection  with  the  indictment  was  not  tiic  mov- 
ing cause  of  his  oppositi«n  is  cear  enough  from  the  fact  that  he  was  seeking  their  removal  l>oU»re 
it  was  presented,  as  abundantly  appears  from  their  own  testimony,  wherein  the  alleged  charge  is 
Jbund.  In  his  conduct  in  this  respect  we  fail  to  see  any  official  misconduct.  an<i  especially  so  us  it 
appears  that  since  these  removals  the  Executive  and  Department  of  Ju^iiieehave  been  snecessivoly, 
an'i  more  than  once,  appealetl  to  by  Colonel  Whipple  and  Central  Catterson  and  their  friends  for 
rcin!?tatemcnt,  and  lui\e  luen  as  frequently  unsuccessful.  Wlnther  it  is  ri  ht  or  wrong  for  one  in 
his  position  to  use  his  ofliclal  influence  to  irocnrc  removals  is  not  f«»r  ns  to  say.  We  only  state  and 
find  that  he  exercised  the  right  or  privilege  taken  by,if  not<on(eded  t<>.  others;  an  a<t  whi<h,  if 
regarded  as  tending  to  "  impeach  his  official  clmractcfantl  conduct,"  would  be  equally  so,  probably, 
of  every  member  of  this  body. 

Turning  now  from  these  matters  arising  subsequent  to  the  election  of  Senator  Clayton  we  oome 
to  tlio  ca-c  made  tout  hing  his  election,  and  here  u  preliminary  inquiry  arises :  What  have  we  to  do 
with  that  election?  Keturringto  the  resolution  raising  theeommittee,  and  which  nmst  be  ai-ecpted 
as  the  charter  of  our  r)owcr,  we  remark  again  that  the  report  of  INIr, Scott  says  that  the  testimony 
(ond  to  which  we  must  go  to  ascertain  the  charges,  for  there  is  nothing  else)  *"  tends  to  impeach  his 
oflieial  conduct  and  character."  Then,  the  ^e^olution  under  which  we  are  act  ng  directs  us  to  in- 
vest'giite  the  charges  therein  contain*  d  agoinst  Senator  Clayton  as  a  mt'mber  of  this  body.  Now, 
giving  to  the  record  a  fair  and  just  construction,  have  we  anything  to  do  with  his  election  or  the 
circumstances  connected  therewith?  Upon  this  tubject  ot  least  one  member  of  the  comuiittee  en- 
tertains tlie  gravest  dout>ts.    The  argument  suggesting  and  supporting  these  doubts  is  as  follows : 

In  rc^I>eet  to  the  subject-matter  referred  to  a  committee,  the  rule  is  tluit  they  are  not  at  lilx  rty  to 
entertain  any  proposition  or  go  into  any  inquiry  whiih  does  not  come  within  the  direct  imrixisc  for 
which  the  committee  wasai)pointcd,as  expressly  orclcarly  imi)licd  in  the  authority  conferred  upon 
it,  or  vhich  is  not  groun<led  upon  some  paper  whi<  h  is  relerred  to  the  consideration  of  the  commit- 
tee, v^'ushing's  L.  and  P.  of  L<  g.  Pro.,  ss.1900.)  This  is  upon  the  clear  principle  that  a  committQc, 
being  a  creature  of  the  body  giving  it  life,  is  bound  by  an<l  is  not  at  lil>erty  to  depart  from  the  order 
of  reference.  If  any  other  rule  were  adopted,  and  iteouhi  depart  from  the  order  of  reference,  uU 
business  would,  of  course,  l>e  at  an  end,  and  endless  confusion  and  contests  between  the  bodj'aud 
the  committee  would  ensue  (ss.lOOT). 

Now,  it  is  suggested  that  inasmuch  as  the  report  of  the  "joint  select  committee"  by  Mr.  Scott 
referred  alone  to  testimony  tending  to  impeach  the  official  character  and  eoniluet  of  Senator  Clay- 
ton,the  order  of  reference  took  in  and  contemplated  such  matters  alotie,  and  thatthc  res-  lution 
raising  thiscommittee  must  be  construed  in  the  light  of  that  report  and  t  he  subjeet-nnittcr  of  Inquiry 
be  thus  limited;  and  hence,  when  it  is  directed  that  the  committee  sliall  inve««tigatc  the  ehargres 
oontained  in  said  report  (inehidingthe  testimony  of  Wheeler  an<i  Whipple),  it  was  intended  toc«»ver 
and  include  only  those  l>earing  upon  such  oflieial  conduct  and  chara<ter,for  in  that  report  there  is 
notliing  said  about  fraud  or  illegality  in  his  election.  But  here  it  is.  perhaps, answered  that  the 
proposed  inc^uiry  is  grounded  upon  the  paper  (the  testimony  aforesaid)  referred  for  our  considera- 
tion. To  this  the  reply  is:  true,  but  that  paper  must  properly  be  cojistrued  as  referring  t<i  such 
charges  only  as  relate  to  or  are  connected  with  the  principal  inquiry;  that  is.  official  conduct  or 
character.  If  not,  why  did  the  committee  omit  all  reference  to  his  election  and  the  circumstances 
attei-ding  the  same?  The  answer  is  they  had  power  and  authority  themselves  to  inquire  into  all 
matters  bearing  upon  the  stale  of  afTairs  in  the  State,  including  frauds  in  eleeHons.but  not  to  such 
as  b(  re  upon  the  conduct  of  a  member  of  the  Senate  or  Ilou«*e  after  his  e'c«  tion. 

Coneetlmg, however, that  this  view  limits  the  iiKpiiry  unjustly,  Ut  us  Kiok  at  the  charges  them- 
selves. And  here  the  already  great  length  of  this  report  atlnioni'^heH  us-to  brevity. and  espe<ially 
iio  as,  when  the  testimony  shall  be  finally  summed  up,  it  will  necessarily  demand  a  large  i>ortionof 
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our  attention.  This  part  of  the  caao  sugs^ests  two  inquiriea:  First.  As  to  matters  occurring  an- 
tecedent to  the  asHembling  of  the  general  assembly  which  elected  Senator  Clayton.  Second.  ThoHe 
immediately  leudhig  to  and  connected  therewith. 

Upon  the  tir.st  we  are  not  disposed  to  enter.  Our  warrant  for  this  is  found  in  the  principle  oh- 
^i:iiin;<  :ind  the  nature  oi  the  testimony, or  rather  the  absence  of  it.  It  seems  to  us  that  upon  prin- 
ripl  J  v.'c  onnnot  outer  upon  the  nural>erless  inquiries  which  would  always  be  suggested  in  cases  of 
this  character  preceding  tlie  election  of  the  members  whose  duty  it  is  to  elect  a  Senator,  unless  suoli 
conduct  and  transactiouH  clearly  relate  to  and  l>ear  immediately  upon  the  alleged  frauds  con necteil 
uitli  .MUch  Senator's  election.  Not  only  so,  but  it  would  seem  that -they  must  so  color  the  trans- 
notion  of  the  liiKil  election  of  the  .Senator  as  to  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  but  for  them  the  result 
wouUl  have  been  ditlerent.  Thus,  suppose  Senator  Clayton  used  reprehensible  means  with  the  hope 
of  securin;^  the  election  of  some  nicmlxjr  or  members  iuoneor  more  districts, and  such  persons 
were  either  not  elected  or  failed  to  vote  for  him,or,  if  voting  for  him,  he  had  a  clear  majority  outside 
of  those  improperly  ole<-ted,  would  any  one  say  or  claim  tliat  his  seatcould  be  declared  vacant?  Or 
suppose,  as  iu  the  oa.se  l)elbre  us,  that  the  two  houses  of  the  Arkansas  legislature,  being  the  judges 
'>f  tlic;  election.  ([UtiIilicMtion,and  return  of  their  own  members,  have  heard  and  investigated  all  al- 
iened frauds  and  given  the  members  their  seats,  can  this  committee  or  the  Senate  go  bock  of  that 
action,  and  in  this  inquiry,  whether  treating  it  as  a  proceeding  direct  or  collateral,  say  that  such 
niemlKTs  were  improperly  elected,  returned  by  the  use  of  corrupt  means,  even  if  origrinatingwith 
Senator  Clayton  himself,  and  that  therefore  he  was  not  legally  elected?  The  statement  of  such 
propoMitiouH  furnishes  its  own  answer.  Neither  legally  nor  logically  could  it  be  claimed  that  this 
oonnuittee  would  ))C  called  upon  to  go  into  a  field  so  boundless,  and  which  when  explored  would 
throw  no  legitimate  light  upon  the  controversy  l^efore  us.  And  therefore  we  now  incline  to  the 
opinion  that  all  the  testimony  l)earing  upon  the  transactions  before  the  assembling  of  the  lef;isla- 
lature.  except  as  it  is  connected  with  and  gives  color  to  the  election  of  Senator,  except  as  it  tends 
to  show  that  it  was  brought  about  by  fraudulent  and  coVrupt  means  then  used,  may  be  dismissed. 
A  large  portion  of  the  testimony  is  of  this  character.  As  we  read  the  record  Senator  Clayton  re- 
ceived a  clear  majority  in  each  branch  of  the  general  assembly  outside  of  those  claimed  to  be  thus 
fraudulently  elected,  and  some  of  those  whose  elections  are  thus  assailed  voted  against  him,  and 
this  alone  is  all  that  need  lje  stated  upon  this  subject.  The  efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  most 
extraordinary— the  statements  of  numberless  persons  having  been  introduced  upon  the  theory  that , 
as  they  were  friends  of  Senator  Clayton,  friendly  to  his  election  and  exerting  themselves  in  his  be- 
hall— HO  there  was  a  so-called  conspiracy,  and  what  all  and  each  of  said  conspirators  said  would 
bind  all.  To  admit  that  a  conspiracy  has  been  shown  in  any  legal  sense  would  be  to  set  at  defiance 
all  the  rules  of  law  governing  m  such  cases,  and  make  every  candidate  in  a  bitter  and  protracted 
ntest  of  tlKS  character  responsible  for  all  that  was  said  and  done  by  all  his  friends,  the  foolish  and 
the  discreet,  the  good  and  the  bad,  the  honest  and  the  dishonest,  alike.  Whilewewould  do  nothing 
to  encourage  fraud,or  to  shield  from  responsibility  any  one  seeking  official  position,  and  especially 
a  jKjsition  so  high  as  aseat  in  this  body,  we  would  not  enter  a  field  of  mere  speculation  and  adopt  a 
ruK'  which  is  the  most  doubifhl  in  theory  and  finds  no  supportin  practice  or  precedent. 

It  only  remains  to  inquire  into  the  alleged  frauds  connected  with  the  election.  And  here  the 
principal,  if  not  only  one,  is  that  Senator  (then  Governor)  Clayton  issued  to  Hon.  John  Edwards  a 
certificate  of  election  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  present  Congress,  upon  a  corrupt  bar- 
gain or  agreement  that  he  was  to  receive  in  return  for  the  same  the  support  of  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers of  Ihe^nernl  assembly.  If  this  charge  is  not  maintained,  we  hazard  but  very  little  in  saying 
that  there  is  nothing  left  of  this  case.  And  a  very  brief  statement  will  show  how  utterly  ground- 
less it  is  in  fact. 

With  the  ciuestion  whether  Edwards  was  or  was  not  in  fact  elected  we  have  nothing  to  do.  He 
wa.s  accepted  and  recognized  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress,  his  competitor  being  Hon. 
Thomas  Boles.  Governor  Clayton  supported  Boles  in  that  election  by  his  voice  and  influence.  At 
one  time  there  were  two  Kepublican  candidates  in  the  district  for  Congress  (Judge  Boles  and  Judge 
Scariest  Through  the  influence  of  Governor  Clayton  and  his  friends,  Judge  Searles  was  induce<l  to 
withdraw,  leaving  the  field  to  Judge  Boles,  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  Judge  Searles  was  recog- 
nized as  the  more  pronounced  friend  of  the  governor.  That  the  object  was  to  promote  harmony 
and  secure  ultimate  political  success  seems  to  be  fairly  well  established. 

In  IMilaski  County  especially  the  Kepublican  party  was  divided,  one  side  being  the  warm  and  de- 
voted friends  of  Governor  Clayton,  the  other  his  bitter  enemies.  To  some  extent  this  state  of  things 
obtained  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  At  the  election  in  this  county  in  1870,  and  particularly  in  the 
city  of  Little  Rock,  it  w^as  alleged  that  certain  frauds  intervened  whereby  illegal  votes  were  cast  for 
Boles,  or  if  the  votes  were  not  illegal  they  were  received  and  counted  by  judges  selected  without 
authority  of  law,and  that  their  action  was  both  illegal  and  irregular.  Into  all  these  matters  we  do 
not  propose  to  enter,  as  our  purpose  in  this  connection  is  to  state  some  facts  g^enerally,  and  then 
leave  this  part  of  the  case. 

By  the  statute  of  Arkansas  it  is  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  presence  of  the  governor, 
within  thirty  days  aft'  r  thetime  allowed  for  making  the  returns  ofthe  election,  if  the  returns  are  all 
received,  to  cast  up  and  arrange  the  votes  from  the  several  counties  for  member  of  Congress ;  and 
of  the  governor,  immediately  thereafter,  to  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  the  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes  to  be  duly  elected,  and  he  is  also  required  to  g^rant  a  certificate  under  the 
Hcal  ofthe  State  to  the  person  so  elected. 

l->om  the  returns  made  to  the  office  of  th  "^  secretary  of  state  there  was  no  question  as  to  the  result. 
Boles  was  clearly  elected.  The  duty  of  the  governor  under  the  law  is  ministerial,  not  judicial.  By 
strict  law  he  has  no  power  to  reject  voles,  nor  to  direct  the  counting  of  those  returned  by  other  than 
the  proper  olficers.  In  this  case,  however,  it  was  brought  to  his  attention  that  frauds  had  been 
|:erpetrated,  or,  at  least,  irregularities  had  intervened,  which  should  be  examined  into.  In  our 
opinion,  under  the  law  he  had  no  power  to  enter  upon  such  an  inquiry;  nor  do  we  understand  that 
he  did. 

A  ease  was  penamg  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  involving  the  legality  of  the  returns  made 
from  certain  wards  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock  and  some  precincts  in  the  county,  the  determination 
of  which  was  regarded  as  important  in  settling  whether  Boles  or  Edwards  was  elected  to  Congrees. 

The  governor  determined  to  wait,  and  did  wait,  that  decision.  The  same  question  was  brought 
to  the  attention  ofthe  legislature  and  referred  to  a  committee,  and  he  declared  his  purpose  to  await 
that  action.  In  the  wards  referred  to  two  polls  were  opened,  one  by  the  judges  selected  by  the  by- 
standers, the  other  by  the  judges  regularly  appointed  or  chosen.  At  the  first  the  votes  were  almost 
unanimously  for  Boles,  at  the  other  very  largely  for  Edwards.  Counting  the  first  and  excluding  the 
second.  Boles  was  undoubtedly  elected  ;  if  the  latter  were  counted  and  the  first  excluded,  and  ex- 
cluding votes  for  Boles  in  some  other  places,  which  it  was  claimed  were  fraudulent,  then  it  was 
insisted  that  Edwards  was  elected. 

By  the  decision  ofthe  supreme  court  and  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  legislature,  the  elec- 
ti:>nH  held  by  the  regular  judges  were  determined  to  l)e  the  only  legal  ones,  and  following  these 
vlecisions  in  part  the  governor  g^vQ  the  certificate  to  Edwards.    In  this  he  may  have  been  mistaken.. 
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But  it  would  certainly  be  most  extraordinary  to  say  that  the  executive  of  a  State  may  not  follow 
the  decision  of  its  highest  judicial  tribunal— that  he  may  not  act  upon  the  proceedin^r  of  tJui  leffi*- 
lative  branch. 

As  to  the  returns  and  the  election,  there  was  intense  excitement.  Pactions  were  arrayed  Affainftt 
each  other,  and  eacli  clmrsrinK  frauds  wtthout  stint  upon  the  other.  If  Oovemer  Clayton  mistook 
hisduty.it  wa?,  at  least,  quite  asmucliou  the  side  of  law  and  order  as  to  have  acted  without  in> 
vestigation  and  in  dinregard  of  the  action  of  the  other  co-ordinate  departments ol'tfae  State  govern- 
ment. If  it  is  Huid— and  tliis  is  the  cflbrt,  from  the  testimony — that  the  judges  and  legislature  were 
actuated  by  base,  unworthy, and  corrupt  motives;  that  tlicy  were  all  moved  by  him  and  in  his  in- 
terest, we  can  onlv  answer  that  a  charge  so  serious  is  neither  probable  nor  reasonable.  It  would 
certainly  require  tne  very  strongest  proof  to  justify  us  in  believing  a  charge  so  sweeping, affecting, 
as  it  would,  almost  the  legality  and  validity  of  the  entire  acts  of  its  officers,  legislaiive,  executive, 
and  judicial. 

But  this  is  not  all.  General  Edwards  was  given  the  certificate  on  the  20th  of  February^  1871.  Gov- 
ernor Clayton  was  not  elected  until  the  15th  of  March.  True,  he  was  elected  at  what  is  known  as 
his  first  election  on  the  11th  of  January,  1871.  But  this  election  ho  declined,  lie  holds  his  place  now 
under  the  second  election.  At  this  but  one  Democrat  (and  he  of  doubtful  political  status)  in  the  house 
voted  for  him,  and  he  swcurs  most  positively  that  his  vote  was  not  mfluenced  by  the  Edwards  mat- 
ter In  the  least.  In  the  senate,  if  any  voted  for  him.  he  had,  without  counting  them,  a  clear  miyjoi^tjr 
of  all,  and  as  to  those  voting  for  him.  if  any,  there  is  no  evidence  that  they  cared  anything  more  for 
Edwards  than  Boles. 

It  appears,  then- 
First.  That  Clayton  was  the  political  friend  of  Boles  and  favored  his  election. 

Second.  That  in  issuinp:  the  certificate  he  discharged  what  seemed  to  be,  and  what  he  had  good 
reason  to  believe  to  be,  his  duty,  in  following  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  and  the  aci  ion  of  the 
legislature. 

Third.  Nothing  approximating  a  corrupt  motive  in  exercising  the  power  to  inquire  into  the  legal- 
ity of  the  returns  is  pnown. 

Fourth.  He  giLve  Edwards  the  certificate  before  he  was  elected  the  second  time,  and  after  he  had 
announced,at  least,  a  contingent  purpose  of  remaining  in  the  office  of  governor. 

Fifth.  There  was  no  necest>it^  ior  a  bargain  with  tne  Democrats  in  the  legislature,  for  they  were 
but  too  willing;  being  in  the  minority  and  without  hope  of  being  able  to  elect  one  of  their  own  polit- 
ical friends,  in  view  of  what  ttiey  considered  to  be  their  wrongs  and  the  wrongs  of  their  friends  at  ^e 
hands  of  the  ^vernor,  we  say  they  were  but  too  willing  to  have  him  elected  to  the  Senate  and  tlius 
secure  his  resignation  as  governor,  trusting  and  believing  that  a  change  could  not  possibly  be  worse 
for  them. 

Sixth.  He  did  not  receive  any  votes  under  any  such  agreement,  and,  least  of  all,  any  number  suffi- 
cient to  influence  the  result.  And  hence  we  conclude  that  nothing  can  be  plainer  or  more  manifest 
than  that  this  charge  is  totally  and  entirely  unsustained. 

Something  is  said  in  the  testimony  of  Whipple  about  railroad  subsidies  and  bonds,  and  the  action 
of  Governor  Clayton  in  that  connection.  This  relates  rather  to  his  action  as  governor,  with  which 
we  havo  nothing  to  do,  than  to  the  Senatorial  election.  So  it  is  attempted  to  show  or  start  the  theory 
that  he  procured  the  resignation  of  Whiteias  secretary  of  state,  and  appointed  Johnson,  the  lieuten- 
ant-governor, to  the  place  made  vacant  by  White,  also  the  election  of  Hadley  as  president  of  the 
senate— all  in  pursuance  of  a  corrupt  arrangement  by  which  he  was  to  be  elected  to  the  Senate.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  the  stroke  was  a  bold  and  most  successful  one.  Governor  Clayton  had  said 
to  his  friends  from  the  slump  and  elsewhere  that,  while  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Senate  and  was 
desirous  of  success,  he  would  never  take  an  election  and  leave  the  State  administration  in  the  hands 
of  Lieutenant-Governor  Johnson.  He  was  elected  Senator  in  January  and  an  effort  was  then  being 
made  in  the  courts  to  remove  the  lieutenant-governor.  This  was  unsuccessful,  and  Governor  Clay- 
ton declined  the  office  of  Senator.  At  the  first  election  several  of  the  Democratic  members  voted  for 
him  for  reasons  already  stated.  At  this  time  and  for  weeks  all  parties  were  excited :  the  members 
were  leaving  the  legislature  to  break  a  quorum ;  crimination  ana  recrimination  were  tne  order  of  the 
day,  and  each  party  was  struggling  for  supremacy.  Everything  was  in  disorder  and  oonfVision. 
The  result  no  man  could  tell.  At  times  they  were  apparently  on  the  eve  of  an  outbreak,  if  not  of 
revolution  Then  it  was  that  White  resigned  his  office  of  secretary  of  state.  He  was  the  friend  of 
Governor  Clayton,  but  apparently  not  more  than  of  the  other  side— wanted  to  and  was  willing  to 
serve  him.  Johnson  was  willing  to  tako  that  place  and  vacate  that  of  lieutenant-governor,  and  he 
was  accordingly  appointed.  Hadley  was  elected  presiding  officer  of  the  senate ;  Clayton  was  made 
Senator,  and  Hadley  became  governor. 

If  in  sill  these  changes  there  was  nothing  corrupt  upon  the  part  of  Governor  Clayton,  then  they 
are  as  harmless,  so  far  as  this  investigation  is  concerned,  us  if  they  had  occurred  years  before,  or  in 
another  State,  and  without  his  suggestion  or  knowledge.  The  only  testimony  which  tends  to  show 
anything  of  the  kind  is  that  of  Wbi*c,  who  swears  that  months  afterward  he  received  some  money 
through  Senator  Clayton,  but  he  explains  what  it  was  for,  and  states  positively  that  it  was  not  In 
oonsideration  of  his  vacating  the  office  of  secretary  of  state. 

But,  without  more,  we  here  leave  the  case.  In  our  opinion  the  diarges,  if  such  they  can  be  called, 
are  not  sustained.  The  testimony  fails  to  impeach  the  Senator's  official  oonduot  or  character.  All 
which  we  shall  take  occasion  to  show  by  a  fuller  reference  to  the  testimony  and  record,  when  other 
duties  will  permit  and  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  receive  the  same. 

Respectfully  submitted.  

GEO.  O.  WRIGHT. 

I  concur  in  the  foregoing,  as  touching  the  testimony  which  "  tends  to  impeach  the  official  character 
and  conduct  of  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate,"  reservhig  a  recurrence  to  the  mast  of  tesU- 
mony  when  opportunity  oflfers  for  a  full  report. 

LOT  M.  MORRILL. 

TIKWS  OF  THE  MIXOKITT. 

JxJinB  10, 1873.— Ordered  to  be  printed,  to  accompany  the  report  of  the  committee  to  inqnire  into  cer- 
tain alleirations  against  Hon.  Powell  Clayton. 

Mr.  Norwood  submitted  the  following  as  the  views  of  the  minority : 

Protect  against  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  eommittee  app*HrUed  to  inweeUgatt  the  eharpes  againal  Am. 

Powell  CUatjUn, 

As  a  member  of  the  special  committee  of  three,  appofnted  by  the  Senate  to  investigate  certain 
made  against  Hon.  Powell  Clayton,  Uoiled  Statee  benator,  and  to  report  the  retnU  of  4110I1 
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fnTestlntlon  to  the  Senate.  I  most  respectfully  protest  against  the  action  of  the  matforlty  of  that  com- 
mittee in  submitting  their  report  ai  luis  time;  unci  in  Justitiealion  of  my  course  and  iu  support  ol 
this  protest,  I  beg  herewith  tu  submit  the  following  factM  and  considerations: 

This  investigation,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  said  majority,  commenced  on  the  18th  day  of  Jan- 
nary  last  and  continued  almost  daily  (Sundays  excepted)  until  the  14ih  duy  of  May.  Thirty-eight 
witnesses  were  examined,  and  their  testimony  averages,  each,  alxjut  125  manuaeript  foolscai*  luiges. 
During  the  examination  buttwuof  the  committee  were  generally  present,    ^ometmics  all  \yere 

E resent,  and  often,  by  consent  of  benator  Claytun  and  James  L.  lludges,  who  occupied  the  positions 
efore  the  committee  of  prosecutor  and  defendant,  but  one  of  the  conmiittee  was  iu  attendance, 
the  three  alternating,  so  that  no  one  member  of  the  commiiteo  was  present  during  the  whole  of  the 
investigalion.  Hence  no  one  Laember  of  the  committee  heard  the  whole  testimony.  Duty  com- 
pelled our  attendance  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  at  no  time  did  wc  sit  while  the  Senate  was  in 
session.  And  as  we  sat  generally  from  10  a.  m.  to  the  opening  of  the  session,  many  other  duties 
made  it  necessary  for  one  and  another  of  the  committee  to  be  absent. 

A  few  days  after  the  majority  of  the  committee  determined  to  close  the  investigation,  the  chair- 
man convened  the  committee  to  determine  what  course  should  then  be  taken  The  res^jlutioii  fix- 
ing the  day  of  adiournment  on  the  29th  of  May  was  then  in  force,  and  wc  supposed  Congress  would 
adjourn  on  that  day.  In  view  of  the  immense  volume  of  the  evidence,  which  no  one  member  of 
the  committee  had  read  through,  in  coubideration  of  the  brief  time  to  elapse  before  the  duy  then 
set  for  adjournment,  and  also  of  the  determination  of  the  committee  to  revise  the  re(;ord  before 
having  it  printed,  for  the  purpose  of  expunging  such  us  might  be  irrelevant  and  much  thai  was 
conversational  between  the  counsel  and  the  committee  during  the  examination  of  witnt^a-^es.  and 
thus  to  reduce  the  volume  to  a  condensed  and  readable  form,  the  committee  at  that  time  divided 
the  manuscript  into  three  parts,  and  each  member  took  u  third  for  the  purpose  of  rcvi?4ing  it  and 
noting  such  portions  as  he  considered  might  be  expunged  without  detriment  to  the  record.  We 
discussed  the  probability  of  being  able  to  make  a  report  ut  the  present  session,  and  in  view  of  this 
preliminary  labor  of  expurgation,  the  shortness  of  the  time  allowed,  as  the  day  tor  adjournment  was 
then  set,  and  of  our  engagements  in  the  Senate,  then  convening  at  11  a.  m.  and  holding  night  sessions, 
we  saw  no  prospect  of  completing  our  labor  so  as  to  report  before  the  next  mcssioii  of  Congress.  It 
was  further  agreed  that  we  should,  aflr  r  examining  the  evidence  and  notinu^  the  irrelevant  matter, 
come  together  at  a  time  left  indeiinite.  and  consider  well  whatever  each  hud  marked  us  in  his  judg- 
ment unnecessary  to  the  record, and  the  remainder  would  then  be  printed.  We  would  then  exam- 
ine and  weigh  the  relevant  testimony,  antl  make  a  report  to  the  Senate. 

Thus  the  matter  remained  until  about  a  week  av(o,  when  the  chairman  assembled  the  committee 
and  suggested  that  a  report  be  made.  In  consideration  of  all  that  hud  occurred,  as  stateci  ai>ove, 
and  of  the  fact  that  the  committee  had  taken  no  action  on  the  testimony  preparatory  to  making  a 
fair,  full,  and  final  report,  i  moved  that  the  testimony  be  printed  and  that  the  original  purpose  of 
the  committee  be  carried  out,  and  that  a  report  should  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
This  suggestion  was  not  adopted,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  June  instant  the  chairman  submitted  to  the 
committee  for  its  action  the  document  now  presented  to  the  Senate  as  the  report  of  the  majority. 

The  majority  admit  that  a  careful  examination  of  the  testimony  has  not  been  made;  that  they 
submit  "a  conclusion  reached  from  their  recollection  of  the  evidence  at  the  time  it  was  submitted 
and  their  subsequent  examination;"  that  the  report  is  only  "partial;"  that  they  intend  to  make 
"a  further  and  final  report;  "  that  they  withhold  the  testimony, and  recommend  that  the  Senate 
take  no  action  on  their  report  until  it  can  "act  with  greater  safety  and  intelligence." 

I  do  not  intend  to  enter  on  a  consideration  of  the  merits  of  this  case.  I  regard  the  action  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  as  premature  (as  they  admit)  and  unprecedented.  What  power  has  a 
special  committee  to  make  a  report  by  halves?  Besides,  what  necessity  exists  for  a  report  at  i  his 
tune?  It  is  true  the  majority  say  that  justice  to  the  Senator  accused  requires  it.  But  why  and 
how?  What  injury  can  follow  by  waiting  until  our  labor  could  be  completed?  Confessedly  it  is 
incomplete.  CcAifeasedly  the  evidence  must  be  thoroughly  examined  and  another  report  must  be 
made. 

The  report  submitted  refers  to  but  a  small  portion  of  the  material  evidence  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  while  I  will  not  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  testfhiony  until  I  shall  have  given 
it  that  careful  and  serious  consideration  which  the  gravity  of  the  charge  and  tl)e  dignity  of  the 
Senate  require  and  demand,  I  will  say  that  I  think  the  conclusion  of  the  majority  very  hastily 
drawn. 

KefemDg  to  the  testimony  of  Wheeler  and  Whipple,  they  extract  the  following  as 
constituting  the  charges  (if  such  they  can  be  called)  upon  which  this  investigation  was 
institnted. 

CERTIFICATE  TO  EDWARDS. 

[Extract  f!rom  the  testimony  of  Edward  Wheeler.] 

** Examined  by  Mr.  Blair: 

"Question.  What  was  the  reason  assigned  for  Clayton  acting  as  he  did? — Answer.  It 
was  generally  regarded  that  he  expected  by  supporting  Edwards  to  gain  some  Demo- 
cratic votes  in  the  legislature  for  United  States  Senator. 

*'Q.  That  it  was  for  his  own  interest  and  to  secure  bis  own  election  as  Senator? — A. 
It  was  so  understood ;  yes,  sir. 

"Q.  That  is  the  explanation  of  it? — A.  That  is,  the  object  of  the  frauds  in  Hot 
Springs  County  was  to  put  Clayton  men  in  the  legislature;  the  object  of  the  frauds  in 
Pulaski  County  was  to  put  Democrats  in  the  legislature,  for  the  Clayton  faction  had  a 
very  small  vote  in  that  county  and  ihe  Democrats  were  given  seats  in  the  legislaiure. 
It  was  claimed,  and  it  has  been  sworn  to  by  sonje  prominent  Democratic,  that  General 
Edwards  was  given  the  certificate  upon  a  trade  made  by  Senator  Clayton  that  certain 
parties  would  not  contest  certain  seats  in  the  legishrure.  That  was  the  testimony  de- 
veloped in  the  investigation  made  in  the  Holei  anil  Evlw.irds  contested  election  case." 

[Extract  from  the  testimony -of  Wiliiam  O.  Whipple.] 

**  Examined  by  Mr.  Blair: 
''Queetion.  What  was  the  motive  of  the  governor  in  giving  this  certificate  to  a  mai^ 
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who  was  not  elected  ? — Answer.  Of  course  it  is  very  hard  to  tell  what  his  motive  "wa». 
It  is  generally  understood  that  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of  a  trade. 

'*  Q.  Of  a  trade? — A.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  general  understanding. 

"  Q.  What  was  the  trade  ? — A.  That  the  Democratic  members  of  the  legislature  should 
support  him  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

''Q.  Did  they  do  it?— A.  Yes,  sir;  they  did. 

'*(^.  And  the  governor  carried  out  his  part  of  the  bargain? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  seems 
very  plain  that  he  did  that. 

"  Examined  by  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Scott): 

''Q.  There  was  a  majority  of  Republicans  in  the  legislature  that  elected  Governor 
Clayton  to  the  United  States  Senate? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

"  Q.  And  when  these  two  divisions  came  into  conflict  in  regard  to  electing  a  United 
States  Senator,  you  say  the  Clayton  men  entered  into  a  corrupt  combination  with  the 
Democrats  by  which  the  Democrats  agreed  to  vote  for  Governor  Clayton  for  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  in  consideration  of  Governor  Clayton  giving  a  certificate  of  elec- 
tion to  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  the  third  Congressional  district  of  the 
St:ite? — A.  That  is  believed  by  many  persons.  ■ 

*'Q.  You  have  already  stilted  that  here  as  the  general  belief  in  the  State? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

"  (^.  is  that  your  belief  ? — A.  Well,  it  in  my  belief  that  Clayton  made  some  trade  with 
the  Democrats.  Precisely  what  were  the  terms  of  the  trade  I  would  not  undertake  to 
say. 

*'Q.  You  have  already  put  it  in  that  form  in  your  testimony.  I  want  to  understand 
if  tliat  is  your  belief. — A.  I  do  not  think  I  put  it  in  exactly  that  form. 

"Q.  You  stated  that  to  be  the  general  l)elief. — A.  I  think  it  is  the  general  belief. 

"  Q.  Do  you  incl  ude  yourself  among  those  who  entertain  that  belief? — A.  Well,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  it,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  it  is  not  true." 

ELECTION  TO  THE  fSEXATK. 

[Kxtmct  from  the  testiiuony  of  William  Q.  Whipple.] 

''Examined  by  Mr.  Blair: 

'•Question.  What  condition  of  afiaii"s  in  Puljiski  County  was  disclosed  by  the* investi- 
gation, so  far  as  it  went? — Answer.  There  were  shown  many  instances  of  fraudulent  rejj- 
istration;  i)arties  who  were  not  voters  were  awarded  certificates  by  the  registrars;  there 
were  many  eases  of  parties  rej^istered  in  the  wrong  ward  of  the  city  or  the  wrong  pre- 
cinct in  the  county.  For  ii'stanec,  parties  would  present  themselves  in  the  Second  ward 
to  be  registered,  and  would  be  registered  in  Big  Rock  Township.  Thei'e  were  many  in- 
stances of  tliat  kind,  where  panties  were  rci^istered  in  the  wrong  places. 

"Q.  In  whose  interest  were  these  frauds  perpetrated? — A.  In  the  interest  of  what  was 
known  as  the  Clayton  party. 

' '  Q.  For  the  i)urpose  of  electing  men  who  would  support  him  for  Senator  of  the  United 
States? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  in  many  C4uses  to  defeat  the  Republican  candidates. 

"Q.  Who  would  not  vote  lor  him  as  Senator? — A.  Who  would  not  pledge  themselves 
to  supp<irt  him  lor  the  United  States  Senate.  That  was  the  ca.se  in  Pulaski  County, 
where  the  Clayton  vote  was  understood  to  have  been  thrown  to  secure  the  election  of 
Demovnitic  candidates  for  the  legislature  as  against  the  Republican  candidate,  because 
the  former  were  expected  to  support  Clayton  and  the  latter  were  not. 

"Q.  Did  they  support  him? — A.  They  did  support  him;  yes,  sir,  they  voted  for  him 
fyr  United  States  Senator. 

"  Q.  As  I  underst;ind,  Governor  Clayton  was  elected  Senator,  and  declineil  to  accept? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

"Q.  What  was  his  rejuson  for  declining  to  accept  when  first  elected? — A.  What  reason 
did  he  assign? 

*'Q.  Yes. — A.  The  reason  that  he  assigned  was  that  the  interests  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Arkansas  recjuired  that  he  should  remain  governor.  But  that  was  not  the  gen- 
eral understanding  at  all. 

"Q.  What  was  the  general  understanding  on  the  subject? — A.  The  general  under- 
standing was  that  he  declined  the  election  to  the  United  States  Senate  because,  if  he 
went  to  the  Senate  at  that  time,  he  could  not  leave  the  government  of  the  State  in  the 
hands  of  his  friends. 

"  Q.  Who  would  have  been  governor  if  he  had  not  declined  to  go  to  the  Senate  at  that 
time? — A.  The  lieutenant-governor,  James  M.  Johnson. 

"Q.  Was  he  a  friend  of  Clayton? — A.  lie  was  not  a  friend  of  Clayton  at  that  time; 
he  was  a  Republican. 

"  Q.  How  did  Clayton  subsequently  arrange  that,  when  elected  the  second  time? — A. 
On  the  eve  of  the  second  election,  I  think  the  dav  before^  Lieutenant-Qovernor  Johooon 
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resigned  his  office- as  lieutenunt- governor,  and  was  appointed  secretary  of  state  by  Gov- 
ernor Clayton,  Secretary  White,  the  previous  secretary,  having  resigned.  Thereupon, 
Senator  Hiuliey  was  elected  president  j;ro  tempore  of  the  senate,  and  became  acting  gov- 
ernor of  the  State  upon  the  election  of  Governor  Clayton  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

*'Q.  He  is  understood  to  be  a  friend  of  Clayton  ? — A.  Governor  Hadley? 

"  Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  understood  to  be  a  Clayton  man,  out  and  out." 

INDICTMENT. 

[Extract  from  the  testimony  of  Eklward  Wheeler.] 

"By  Mr.  Blair: 

"Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  United  States  court  last 
spring? — Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  its  foreman. 

"Q.  When  was  the  sesion  of  that  court  held? — A.  It  commenced  on  the  10th  of  April 
last. 

"Q.  Were  any  indictments  found  by  that  grand  jury  under  the  act  of  Congress  known 
as  the  'enforcement  act?' — A.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  several  found. 

"Q.  Against  whom?  Who  were  indicted? — A.  There  were  six  or  seven  diflerent  par- 
ties indicted  in  Hot  Springs  County;  judges,  and  clerks  of  elections,  and  registrars;  also 
some  six  or  seven  in  Clark  County  for  frauds  in  elections;  and  Governor  Clayton,  of 
Pulaski  County,  was  indicted. 

'•Q.  What  was  the  offense  for  which  Governor  Clayton  was  indicted,  and  what  was  the 
evidence  upon  which  he  was  indicted? — A.  The  evidence  was  entirely  documentary, 
being  the  returns  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state.  The  witnesses  were  the  ex-secre- 
tary of  state  and  the  deputy  secretaiy  of  state.  They  brought  the  returns,  or  a  tabular 
statement  of  them  sworn  to,  and  laid  it  beibre  the  grand  juiy. 

"Q.  Those  returns  were  of  Avhat  election,  and  in  what  counties? — A.  In  the  election 
for  members  of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  and  in  the  counties  composing  the  third  Con- 
gressional district  of  the  State  of  Arkansas.  I  do  not  now  remember  all  of  the  counties 
by  name.  It  is  the  district  in  which  the  county  of  Pulaski  is  embraced;  our  county  is 
one  of  the  counties  of  the  third  Congressional  district.     ' 

''Q.  What  was  the  action  of  Governor  Clayton  that  led  to  his  indictment? — A.  The 
tirst  that  I,  or  any  member  of  the  grand  jury,  knew  of  the  matter  was  the  bringing  of 
the  case  to  our  attention  by  the  district  attorney;  he  came  to  me  with  a  list  of  witnesses, 
three  in  number,  which  he  wished  tohavesubpa3naed.  He  said  the  case  had  been  called 
to  his  notice,  and  he  wante  1  it  brought  before  the  grand  jury  for  examination.  I  sub- 
pcenaed  the  three  witnesses:  the  ex-secretary  of  state,  the  deputy  secretary  of  state,  and 
General  Edwards,  the  person  to  whom  the  certificate  of  election  for  Congress  had  been 
given  by  Governor  Clayton.  It  was  claimed  that  Governor  Clayton  had  violated  certain 
sections  of  the  enforcement  act  in  giving  the  certificate  of  election  to  General  Edwards, 
when  the  returns,  as  exhibited  to  us  by  the  secretary  of  state,  showed  that  Judge  Boles 
htul  been  ele<:ted.  General  Edwards  presented  a  copy  of  his  certificate  of  election,  and 
of  the  pnxhimation  of  the  governor,  stating  that,  according  to  the  returns  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  st:ite,  General  Edwards  had  been  elected.  But  the  returns,  as 
exhibited  tons,  showed  that  Judge  Boles  was  elected  by  some  2, 1 30  votes,  1  think  it 
was,  on  the  full  vote,  counting  the  votes  at  both  polls.  There  were  allegations  of  fraud 
on  both  sides.  But  giving  the  governor  the  benefit  of  every  doubt,  the  least  majority 
for  Judge  Boles  that  we  could  figure  out  was  some  800  or  900;  I  forget  the  exact  figures. 
That  was  according  to  the  returns  shown  to  ns;  and  upon  that  showing  the  indictment 
was  found. 

"Q.  Under  what  part  of  the  act  was  the  indictment  tbund? — A.  I  think  it  was  the 
twenty-second  section  of  the  enlbrcement  act.  And  our  State  laws  require  the  canvass  of 
the  returns  to  be  made  by  the  governor,  assisted  by  the  secretary  of  state;  the  governor 
is  made  the  ciinvassing  officer.  The  law  was  explained  to  us  by  the  district  attorney, 
and  it  was  claimed  that  the  governor  had  violated  the  twenty-second  section,  I  think  it 
was,  of  the  enforcement  act;  the  one  providing  that  if-any  officer  shall  issue  a  fraudulent 
certificate  of  election  to  any  party,  he  shall  be  amenable,  &c.'' 

Again: 

'  (^.  And  the  grand  jury  found  that  that  was  a  fraudulent  certificate  ? — A.  1  i^ey  Ibund 
that  this  proclamation  of  the  governor,  issuing  the  certificate  of  election  to  Edwards, 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  returns  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  as  laid  before 
us. " 

'•  By  the  Chairman: 

"Q.  What  was  the  specific  offense  with  which  the  governor  was  charged? — A.  I  think 
the  district  attorney,  who  is  in  this  city,  has  a  copy  of  the  indictment,  and  he  can  prob- 
ably explain  these  matters  much  better  than  T  cnu/' 

Again: 

**Q.  The  ot^er  case  of  indictment  you  have  referred  to  is  one  against  Governor  Clay- 
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ton,  for  giving  the  certificate  you  have  read? — A.  For  furnishing  a  certificate  of  elecition 
to  John  Edwards.  "  •* 

*'  Q.  The  State  law,  you  say,  makes  the  governor  the  canvasser  of  the  returns? — A.  It 
makes  it  the  duly  of  the  govcTLor,  within  thirty  days  after  the  election,  to  make  a  can- 
vass of  the  votes,  make  proclamation,  and  issue  certificates  of  election. 

'*  Q.  In  the  discharge  of  that  duty  is  the  secretary  of  state  associated  with  him  in  any 
capacity  which  would  invest  him  with  authority  to  decide;  or  does  the  governor  merely 
consult  him? — A.  His  duty  is  merely  clerical ;  the  governor  is  the  canvassing  officer 
proper  1  think  the  law  states  that  the  canvass  shall  be  made  by  the'secretary  of  state 
in  the  presence  of  the  governor,  and  the  governor  shall,  by  proclamation,  announce  the 
result. 

*  *  Q.  It  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  award  the  certificate  to  the  persons  whom 
he  judges  to  be  elected? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

"Q.  The  responsibility  of  the  decision  is  upon  the  governor? — A.  Entirely. 

"  Q.  And  it  was  because,  upon  the  evidence  presented,  you  l)elieved  that  the  governor 
had  decided  wrongfully? — A.  Yes,  sir,  ac(!ording  to  the  returns  laid  belore  os. 

"Q.  You  found  a  true  bill  against  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

"Q.  And  that  case  is  now  pending  ibr  trial  in  the  United  States  court? — A.  Yes,  sir." 

Again: 

"  Q.  You  heard,  of  course,  nothing  but  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Government; 
there  was  no  deiense? — A.  Of  course  there  was  no  defense. 

"Examined  by  Mr.  Pool: 

'*Q.  You  sought  for  no  facts  as  explanatory  of  the  governor's  action? — A.  No,  sir, 
we  knew  of  nothing;  we  could  get  at  nothing  but  the  returns. 

"  Q.  Was  any  witness  sworn  before  the  grand  jury  other  than  the  secretary  of  state, 

the A.  The  ex-secretary  of  state.     The  present  secretary  of  state  was  not  then  in 

the  city.  He  had  but  recently  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  his  chief  clerk 
was  made  deputy  secretary  of  state,  and  he  was  before  us  in  regard  to  the  records. 

"Q.  In  relation  to  the  authenticity  and  correctness  of  the  report? — A.  Yes,  sir.  And 
General  Edwanls  was  before  us  as  to  the  correctness  of  a  copy  of  the  certificate  whiih 
had  been  lurni.shed  us. 

"Q.  And  you  examined  no  witnesses  outside? — A.  No,  sir." 

These  witnesses  testified  more  at  length  before  the  ** joint  select  committee,"  &c. ; 
but  the  foregoing  it  is  believed  contains  all  that  is  necessary  to  show  the  precise  charges 
made.  They  may  Ikj  considered  under  three  heads,  to  wit,  certificate  to  Edwards, 
election  to  the  Senate,  and  corrupt  bargain. 

Without  discussing  what  would  be  theeflect  if  any  or  all  these  charges  were  sustained, 
or  the  piopriety  or  power  of  this  body  to  consider  the  same,  interesting  and  important 
though  such  a  question  might  be  in  a  proper  case,  we  proceed  at  once  to  state  our  views 
of  the  case  as  submitted  to  us  without  reaching  the  inquiry  indicated. 

Disregarding,  then,  chronological  order,  we  shall  consider  first  the  matter  of  the  in- 
dictment. 

It  appears  that  Senator  Clayton  was  indicted  for  the  violation  of  the  twenty-second 
section  of  the  enlbrcement  act,  in  fraudulently  giving  the  certificate  of  eleo^ion  to  Gen- 
eral Edwards  when,  as  is  claimed,  it  should  have  been  given  to  his  competitor.  Judge 
Boles.  He  was  governor,  and  as  such  did  give  the  certificate  of  election  to  General  Eid- 
wards.  The  language  of  said  section,  so  iar  as  here  material,  is  that  "any  officer  of 
any  election  at  which  any  I  Representative  or  Delegate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  voted  ior  •*  *  *  who  shall  *  *  *  fraudulently  make  any  false 
certificate  of  the  result  of  such  election  in  regard  to  such  Representative  or  Delegate 
*  *  *  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  crime,"  &c.  By  the  law  of  Arkansas  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  secretary  of  state  shall  in  the  presence  of  the  governor,  or,  &c. ,  cast  up  ami 
arrange  the  votes  of  the  several  counties,  or  pennons  voted  for  as  membera  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  governor  shall  immediately  thereafter  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  the 
person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be  duly  elected,  and  that  he  shall  grant 
him  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  seal  of  the  State. 

It  seems  that  the  secretary  of  state  did  thus  cast  up  and  arrange  the  votes  in  <be  elec- 
tion between  Boles  and  Edwards.  It  also  appears  that  by  the  showing  thus  made  Boles 
and  not  Edwards  had  a  majority  of  the  votes,  and  was  hence  apparently  entitled  to  the 
certificate. 

This  canva.«5s  of  the  votes  took  place  within  thirty  days  after  the  election  (the  election 
being  on  the  8th  of  November,  1870).  and  yet  proclamation  was  not  made  nor  was  the 
certificate  issued  until  in  February,  1871. 

Immediately  after  the  election  divers  affidavits  and  some  documentary  evidence  were 
presented  to  the  governor,  tending  to  show  that  in  one  of  the  counties  (Pulaski)  of  said 
Congrestsional  district  irauds  had  intervened  which,  being  considered,  would  excla4e  9 
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laige  number  of  votes  cast  for  said  Boles  and  thus  elect  Edwards.  About  the  same  time 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  supreme  court  involving  the  validity  of  said  election, 
and  the  votes  thus  claimed  to  be  Iraudulent  or  irregular,  and  they  were  alterward  by 
the  judgment  of  said  court  determined  to  be  fraudulent  and  illegal.  To  state  the  claim 
more  particularly  it  was  maintained  in  said  affidavit  and  evidence,  as  also  in  said  pro- 
ceedings in  court,  that  the  polls  in  some  of  the  wards  of  the  city  of  Little  Rock  (Pulaski 
County)  and  some  precincts  in  this  county  were  taken  possession  of  by  force,  violence, 
and  contrary  to  law,  judges  of  election  installed  without  right,  and  other  illegalities 
and  irregularities  practiced,  aud  notwithstandiug  the  proper  and  legal  judges  alsfo  held 
an  election  at  the  appointed  places,  the  votes  received  at  the  illegal  polls  and  by  the 
judges  illegally  chosen  were  the  votes  received  and  canvassed.  AVhcn  the  legislature 
met  the  same  questions  were  there  made  as  to  the  members  of  the  house  and  senate 
voted  for  in  said  localities  at  the  same  time,  aud  claiming  seats  under  such  alleged  illegal 
election,  and  it  was  determined  adverse  to  their  claims.  Alter  all  this  the  governor 
issued  tho  certificate  to  Edwards. 

It  is  claimeil  by  those  prosecuting  the  charges  here  that  even  excluding  the  so-called 
illegal  returns  Boles  was  still  elected.  This  wo  are  not  prepared  to  concede,  lor  it  seems 
very  clear  that  there  is  one  methotl  of  canvassing  the  returns,  and  not  at  all  without 
warrant  in  the  figures  if  certain  iacts  are  admitted,  which  would  elect  Edwards. 

This  will  be  seen  in  the  following  statement: 

By  tho  returns  Jrom  all  the  counties,  as  canvassed  by  the  secretary  o/ state,  it  appears 
that  Boles  received  10,344  votes;  Edwards  received  8,211  votes.  The  governor  excluded 
from  the  count  the  votes  cast  in  the  First  and  Third  wards  in  the  city  of  Little  Eock, 
and  in  certain  precincts  or  townships  in  the  county  of  Pulaski,  in  all  of  which  the  elec- 
tion had  been  declared  illegal  by  the  legislature,  of  which  excluded  votes  there  had  been 
cast  lor  Boles  2,385,  which  being  deducted  irom  the  above  number,  counted  ibr  Boles, 
lelt  him  7,959,  and  of  which  e.r eluded  votes  there  had  been  cast  lor  Edwards  202,  which 
being  deducted  Irom  the  above  number  counted  ibr  him  left  him  8,0U9;  thus  showing  a 
majority  lor  Edwards  of  50  votes. 

But  conceding  that  Boles  was  actually  elected  and  hence  entitled  to  the  certificate,  it 
would  by  no  means  follow  that  this  indictment  was  well  founded,  nor  that  Senator 
Clayton  was  consciously  and  willfully  violating  his  duty  or  conniving  at  a  violation  of 
the  law. 

Wo  concede  that  in  strict  law  the  functions  of  the  governor  in  relation  to  the  procla- 
mation of  the  result  and  granting  the  certificate  were  ministerial  and  not  judicial.  His 
duty  was  simply  to  declare  the  result  and  deliver  the  certificate  of  his  election  to  the 
party  appearing  to  have  a  majority  by  the  canvass  thus  made.  He  had  no  power  strictly 
to  go  behind  the  canvass  and  inquire  into  the  alleged  i'rauds;  for  the  returns  were  to  all 
appearances  legal  and  ibrmal,  and  tho  evidence  aliunde  was  Ibr  Congress  if  the  question 
was  raised  of  their  illegality,  and  not  for  the  executive.  But  it  by  no  means  JoUows 
that  he  was  guilty  of  the  iraudulent  act  forbidden  by  the  enforcement  act  if  he  did  go 
behind  the  returns. 

In  the  first  place  he  was  not  amenable  under  the  statute  for  this  act,  because  in  our 
opinion  he  was  not  an  "ofiScer  of  any  election  "  "within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 
This  was  expressly  so  held  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  lor  the  district  of 
Arkansas,  his  honor  Judge  Dillon  presiding — a  jurist  of  the  clearest  head,  the  most 
incorruptible  integrity,  and  the  finest  legal  attainments — when  the  question  came  befbre 
him  in  the  indictments,  and  of  its  correctness  we  think  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
doubt. 

But  if  such  officer,  the  governor  might  well  in  the  utmost  good  faith,  though  without 
strict  legal  warrant,  esteem  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  behind  such  returns  if  it  was  brought 
to  his  attention  that  fraud  had  intervened.  A  mere  mistake  as  to  his  powersand  duties — 
the  exercise  of  judicial  instead  of  ministerial  powers  in  that  connection — tvould  by  no 
means  establish  the  required  fraudulent  intent.  And  when  we  rem  ember  the  circum- 
stances that  such  frauds  were  brought  to  his  attention;  that  he  supported  Boles  and 
not  Edwards  in  that  election;  that  he  exerted  himself  to  procure  the  declination  of  a 
third  candidate  (JudgeSearles)  who  claimed  to  be  a  regular  Republican  candidate,  and 
whose  candidacy  endangered  the  election  of  Boles  and  rendered  more  probable  that  of 
Edwards;  that  Boles  was  recognized  as  the  candidate  of  the  party  with  which  the  gov- 
ernor has  continually  acted,  and  that  Edwards  was  the  candidate  of  the  opposition;  that 
at  least  some  evidence  was  furnished  to  him  of  the  alleged  frauds;  that  the  highest  judi- 
cial tribunal  of  the  State  had  declared  against  the  validity  of  such  returns;  that  the 
legislature  liadTcached  the  same  conclusion — we  say  when  all  these  things  are  remem- 
bered we  should  be  compelled  to  overturn  all  rules  of  evidence  to  say  that,  while  he  acted 
without  warrant  of  law,  he  also  acted  fraudulently.  A  party  may  mistake  the  plainest 
legal  duty,  and  yet  have  no  criminal  intent.  Aiid  so  we  find  in  this  case  that  the  gov- 
ernor, if  an  officer  of  election,  did  not  act  fraudulently,  hence  was  not  guilty  of  the 
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otFeuHe  chiirgiil,  uud  that  thus  tar  there  in  nothing  to  "iuiiKMch  his  otliciul  chjmicter  oi 
i«mlact  aH  u  mcml)€r  of  tliis  IkmIj." 

Si*C4m(i.  Allfj;t*d  frauds  hMdin}r  to  and  connected  with  his  election  as  Stfnator. 

We  imiuire  iu  the  nec'Oiid  pla(K>  into  tiiechurge  of  fraud  h'adiu^toaud  eon uected  with 
hin  eltn'tion  218  Si*nator. 

IJy  refen-nee  to  the  testimony  of  Whipple  i»et  out  alnivt*;  it  will  he  M><-n  that  thiH  is 
Xniseii  \\\¥m  al]i*r«'d  fnnidnlent  registration,  and  some  su]>iMis('d  kir«;ain  nr  ariiin^^onieDf 
by  which  .lolinson  n'si;:ne<l  liis  oliicr  as  lirutcnant-^ovrmor.  taking  the  place  of  White, 
who  resij^ued  as  Mrrrtary  c»f  statr.  lladlry  Ikm-ouiih;:  governor  and  (.'layton  Senutoi. 
Than  this  irw  iliinirs  muld  Ik*  njore  vairnt'ly  stated  m)  far  a?*  Xhv  testimony  ol  Whipple 
tlisitloscs.  and  yet  this  isall.it  is  )N'Iie\ed.  t<)lH>  found  theivin  approximating  a  eharf^in 
thiH  eonneetion.  We  have  M>ii«:ht  not  to  put  too  n:trrr)\v  a  eonstrnetion  U|M»n  the  lai. 
Kua^e  used,  nor  have  we  In'eu  iu  the  le^int  inrline<l  to  limit  the  in V4stiir.it ion  within 
limits  even  so  narrow  le*  the  eli:iri:es  hen>  eontained  under  the  most  lilK-rai  eon*«trueiion. 
And  henee.  ujmiu  the  theory  of  iIh-  i)nwrution,  that  Senator  Clayton,  with  many  others, 
his  frientN.  had  eon^^iiind  hviheusc  oi' iinl;iwt'u]:ind  eoirupt  means  to  seen  if  his  rli*«ii«>M 
t<»  the  Senate,  much  lisiinn»n>  >n:i-  reeiixt-d  ;i-n  to  a])|Miintiiieni'«  to  oiliee  li^uvin;^  iu  auil 
preeedin«^  the  <*onvi-ntiiins  wliieji  noniinatnl  <  jii'liiLites  lor  the  legislature,  the  is^uin^  f*( 
State  lH>n(l>  tn  lailro^id  eomiNinies.  eertain  iiilinenee>i  wliie))  it  wa^ei. timed  were  hrou^^ht  to 
l)earon  memherxof  tiii*  leL::<1ainrelo<ikini:to  In^eleetion.  ami  other  like  mat terv.  thou;;li 
uothimr  ot'  the  kiu<I  wa*- (■hai;;^  d  nr  ])retend4-d  in  the  testimony  reji-rn-d  to  u-. 

Of  eotii-^e  a  mo-«t  niitteriMl  jnehminaiy  in4|uiry  would  he  to  wh.tt  extent  a  party  thu-» 
charged  i^*  to  he  atVeeted  hv  the  acts,  eimduet.  admissions.  pled);es. or  pn»mise.H  of  hi^ 
fri«'nds.  ami  henie  the  theory  \m«>  that  there  was  a  e<insjiira«y  lor  the  pui|M>>e  indiiutetl. 
ami  that  what  was  said  or  done  by  one  in  fn  it  Iterant  •'  nt  tin.'  eommou  pur|Mi*<(*  w:t*«  ffuid 
c»r  done  hvall.  and  that  uixm  sui'li  hvixithesis  (ioveriHtr  ('la\ton  was  hfiuud  hv  nil  that 
wa^  s^tid  or  done  hv  tlio^e  <-n;!a;!eil  in  the  eomnion  desi;^n. 

Asstated  in  the  •■]urtial  ie|»ort,"  nniehof  tin-  tt'stinniny  was  renived  u)M)n  thisthi'ory 
of  tin*  pros»*«'ution—  it  heinmonei'ded  that  if  the  s<)-ealh'deon'<piraey  wa<noteHtahlisht-d]f 
was  in  e\eiyresj«-c  t  inn»mpete!it.  Since  making  that  re|H»rt  we  ha\e  carei'ully  examined 
the  testimony. and  feel  iMuind  to  hold  that  it  falls  farshoit  of  e^tahlishinj^  the  alle^l 
ttmihination.  and  heme  that  a  Iar;:e  ]>ortion  of  the  teMinmny  should  iMM'Xeluded.  We 
then'fore  reiH>rt  only  such  a**  we  lM'lie\e  to  he  i*onipetent  in  thi>  view  of  itssi>o}N'  uQil 
efle<*t. 

We  shall  he  panhmetl  lor  statin;:  the  familiur  pro]M)sition  that  to  constitute  a  eousnir- 
acy  there  mu^t  1h^  a  comhination  of  two<»r  more  hy  c«incerted  aitiou  t<»  aee«inipli««n  a 
eriniinal  or  unlaw  I'nl  ]>nrpos4>  or  to  accomplish  a  pui|Mtse  not  in  itself  criminal  ornnluw- 
ful  hy  unla Willi  or  criminal  m<  :in*i.  The  eons]iinicy  is  tlie  ^ist  of  the  otVi  n^e.  and  it  i^ 
n(»t  neeess;iry  that  any  act  should  he  done  in  puisnance  ol  such  unlawful  it^reenicnt 
To  make  the  acts  or  dedarations  of  another  evitU-nce  aptinst  the  party  ehai^^ed  the 
common  d("<i;ni  must  first  lNM*stahlished.  and  it  will  not  do  to  connect  the]  tarty  charged 
or  bring  him  into  the  allep-d  conspiracy  by  the  admissions  of  others  without  bis 
knowledge  or  without  at  hast  some  reeognitionby  him  <»f  their  right  tos|M.'ak  lor  or  bind 
him. 

In  this  caM'  the  pur)N>se  to  1>i-  airoinplished  was  neither  <'riminal  nor  unlawful.  The 
|Kirtie«  con fe( lent ti^l.  if  at  all.  to  aceoni]»ltsh  a  ]»roper  ]iU!)Ntse  by  the  u-e  of  unlawful  or 
criminal  means.  And  the  whole  of  tln-casf  is.  to  put  it  in  its  strongest  light,  against 
S<'nator  Clapton:  that  he  is  to  be  bound  by  all  thiit  was  said  and  done  by  his  friends 
and  siinjily  because  they  were  such,  wlntlier  at  the  State  capit:d  or  cKi  where,  in  their 
etlbrts  to  Mcuie  his  eleition.  We  do  n«»t  stnj>  to  determine  w hether  these  nets  were 
iirwei-e  not  ilb-ix.d.  whether  theyi'an  oi  taniiot  in  all  respects  Im*  detemlcd;  weonlyhold 
that  there  is  tin  ]iartirle  ot'  tcstiimuiy  waiiaiiting  the  conchioitin  that  he  ever  coin biueil 
with  them  to  u^'C  unlaw  I'ul  or  t-rimimil  meaii^.  .\nil  if  he  is  to  1h>  held  res|iiiii*>ihle  fur 
i'Nery  imlis^'icrt  leinark  made  by  over/ealou-  lYi'-nd'*.  by  every  indueeiiif-nr  J\wt  or  other* 
wis«*  licM  out  bv  till  in  !•»  members  nf  the  b'^l-lature.  lor  cveiy  a]ipliance  ntade  u»e  of 
by  |M»litical  ami  pi  rooniil  I'lifiids  in  the  eleetiitu  of  tin-  inembeis  tin  leto,  Inr  the  allegril 
combinations  m;iile  in  ci»niHciiini  with  pioj-^isicl  bgislation,  lor  all  the  alleged  frauds 
ill  conncitiou  with  registration  in  smm.  j»ait'*  m"  ih«-  >tatr  ne.ir  and  ieini»i«*  aliki* — we 
<-av.  ii'  this  be  the  riiie.  few  men  would  want  Iriends  in  such  a  contc>t.  or  w'ould  In*  Kife, 
however  horie-t  and  upii-.'ht  tin  ir  own  mndiict. 

Many  things  were  said  .«nd  done  by  fiii  imN  of  .<i-mitoi  ClaytiUi  which  we  might  not 
apprr>M*.  Nor  would  we  im  a  tiioiiieiit  iMiii:ni/i-  any  luli*  v.hah  wi»uld  not  exact  or  re- 
<|uire  tin*  highest  integiitv  ami  mi>-t  honorable  4«indMr;  in  iimtests  of  tliis  ehai;irt«r. 
t)n  the  contr.irv,  we  wouM  lomlemn  without  ri'str\i*  everv  si«p,  every  word,  everj*  nioTe- 
ment.  wnieh  would  s4'4-in  to  tend  ti»  the  ha^t  li  lud  or  conupliMn  inan  elp«'tion  wt  iuipor- 
tjint.  Au'i  yet.  iu  \iew  of  th*-  duty  unsigned  us.  wi  ha\e  nothing  to  do  with  mere 
matter-  of  [rt-i-«omil  propiicty.  m»r  arc  we  to  «li  ii-imine  whether  nil  the  plans,  plots. and 
couD'erplot^  of  thouc  opp<wing  faetiuns  wt>n>  in  all  respectii  to  be  jastitied  bjr  ft  ood«  of 
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ethics  ever  so  desirable,  and  yet  perhaps  too  seldom  practiced.  We  have  to  do  with  the 
practical  question  whether  Senator  Clayton  was  himself  a  party  to  such  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption as  invalidate  his  election  or  impeach  his  official  character. 

In  the  whole  mass  of  testimony  there  is  but  little  to  connect  him  with  the  various 
schemes  which  it  is  alleged  were  corrupt  in  their  inception  and  consummation,  touching 
his  election.  Witnesses,  it  is  true,  did  testify  as  to  what  others  said,  but  that  they  spoke 
with  the  knowledge  or  concurrence  of  the  party  charged  is  left  entirely  without  proof 
in  many  instances,  and  when  the  proof  is  supplied  it  relates  to  matters  so  entirely  im- 
material or  foreign  that  it  is  scarcely  worthy  a  moment's  attention.  One  witness  (McCon- 
nell)  undertakes,  we  know,  to  brin^  all  the  matters  detailed  by  him,  or  many  of  them, 
home  to  the  Senator.  But  we  feel  bound  to  say  that  in  many  respects  his  story  is  im- 
probable, and  he  stands  before  us  in  such  an  attitude  that  we  are  constrained  to  discredit 
much  that  he  says.  While  before  us  he  was  almost  a  wreck  from  long-continued  dissi- 
pation, and  we  were  compelled  to  put  him  under  treatment  for  several  days  before  his 
testimony  could  be  completed.  Add  to  this  that  several  witnesses,  having  the  means  of 
knowledge,  testify  unhesitatingly  that  his  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  is  bad,  and 
it  seems  to  us  that  no  tribunal  would  be  justified  in  condemning  any  one  upon  the  mere 
recollection  of  such  a  witness,  months  after  the  transactions  occurred. 

That  which  approximates  nearest  any  improper  action  on  the  part  of  Senator  Clayton, 
in  this  connection,  relates  to  the  steps  taken  to  induce  White  to  resign  the  office  of  sec- 
retary of  state.  It  will  be  seen  that  Clayton  was  governor  and  Johnson  lieutenant- 
governor.  When  the  former  wjis  first  elected  to  the  Senate,  .Tohu«on  was  still  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  would,  if  the  governor  accepted  the  Senatorial  position,  succeed  to  the 
gubernatorial  office.  Clayton  had  pledged  his  friends,  both  l>efore  and  after  the  meeting 
of  the  legislature,  tliat  he  would  not  accept  the  position  of  Senator  if  Johnson  was  to  be 
left  as  governor.  At  the  time  proceedings  were  pending  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State 
to  oust  Johnson,  but  the  proceedings  failed,  and  thereupon  Clayton  decliiied  the  Senator- 
ship.  He  still  desired  to  be  Senator,  and  yet  determined  1o  maintain  his  pledge  to  his 
friends.  After  much  consultation  among  his  friends  and  others,  an  arrangement  was 
effected  by  which  White  resigned.  Johnson  was  appointed  by  Clayton  to  his  place  as 
secretary  of  state,  and  then  Hadley  was  made  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  and,  upon 
Clayton's  election  again  to  the  Senate,  which  followed  soon  after  the  alwve  resignations 
and  appointments,  he  became  governor.  Months  afterward  White  receive<l,  .as  we  find, 
through  Senator  Clayton,  $5,000  in  money  and  $25,000  in  railroad  l>onds. 

In  tlie  resignations  and  appointment  themselves  there  was  nothing  wrong.  There  is 
no  testimony  that  Clayton  made  use  of  impro^r  means  to  bring  them  about.  White, 
who  is  the  only  witness  who  seems  to  know  much  about  it,  says  that  he  was  a  friend  of 
Governor  Clay  ton — was  anxious  for  the  harmony  of  the  party — had  frequently  expressed 
his  readiness  to  do  anything  to  bring  about  quiet  and  peace;  that  he  had  for  months, 
because  of  the  condition  of  his  family,  expressed  his  intention  to  resign ;  that  he  had  some 
business  relations  with  the  opposing  faction,  which  was  in  such  a  situation  that  he  knew 
he  must  suffer  if  by  his  resignation  Johnson  could  be  got  out  of  the  way;  that  he  did 
thus  suffer,  and  that  this  $5,000  was  paid  to  indemnify  him  for  this  lass.  He  expressly 
denies  that  this  money  or  his  resignation  was  any  part  of  any  corrupt  or  other  improper 
agreement  or  prior  arrangement  touching  the  Senatorial  election.  To  this  view  of  the 
transaction  there  is  no  direct  opposing  testimony.  Who  furnished  the  $5,000  and  the 
bonds  is  not  shown,  except  that  they  were  deposited  by  Jackson  E.  Sickels  to  the  credit 
of  White,  and  the  certificates  of  the  deposit  were  sent  to  him  by  Senator  Clayton.  To 
conclude  that  it  was  paid  in  pursuance  of  a  corrupt  agreement,  under  and  by  which  Gov- 
ernor  Clayton  secured  his  election,  we  should  have  to  proceed  upon  presumption  in  the 
face  of  positive  statement;  and  this,  too,  without  any  evidence  that  the  vote  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  was  influenced  by  it,  at  least  to  his  advantage;  and  when,  also,  it 
had  been  demonstrated  more  than  once  that  he  had  at  the  time  a  clear  majority  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature.  What  he  wanted  was  not  votes,  for  he  had  them,  but  he 
wanted  such  a  condition  of  things  as  that  he  could  take  the  office  and  keep  faith  with 
his  friends. 

By  the  retiring  of  White,  Johnson  would  go  to  an  office  more  desirable  in  tenure  and 
emolument  than  the  one  he  held,  which  was  apparently  sufficient  to  induce  the  step. 
The  votes  of  the  members  ot  the  legislature  did  not  seem  to  have  been  involved  in  the 
movement,  and  Wliite  was  content  to  see  the  matter  aminged  and  to  retire  from  a  posi- 
tion that  had  become  irksome  to  him.  There  was  no  necessary  connection  between  the 
arrangement  with  White  and  the  votes  of  members  of  the  legislature.  In  itself  there 
was  nothing  either  criminal  or  corrupt.  Certainly  there  is  no  law.  State  or  national, 
punishing  such  an  act.  If  not  a  part  of  a  corrupt  agreement,  by  which  votes  were  ob- 
tained, or  intended  to  l>e  secured,  we  cannot  see  how  the  arrangement  can  be  made  to 
affect  his  official  character.  Then,  too,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  conference 
teaching  Whitens  resignation  was  not  with  Clayton,  nor  ostensibly  on  his  account,  but 
quite  exdusiyely  between  Hadley  and  White,  and  that  Hudley  was  deeply  interested  <m 
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his  own  accoant  ia  bringing  aboat  White's  resignation,  for,  in  that  event,  the  chanoM 
were,  if  indeed  it  was  not  certain,  that  he  (Hadley)  would  become  governor,  and  while 
the  money  passed  through  the  hands  of  Clayton,  in  view  of  the  other  interests  involved, 
we  ainnot  R:iy  t  hat  others  may  not  have  contributed  it;  and,  in  a  matter  so  important  and 
so  vitally  affecting  the  character  and  official  positionof  a  member  of  this  body,  weshoald 
not  indulge  in  mere  presumptions  nor  upon  impression  condemn  him.  Without  givins 
our  approval  to  the  course  pursued,  we  liod  nothing  in  it  of  such  a  corrupt  or  criminid 
nature  as  to  vitiate  the  election,  or  to  warrant  a  disturbance  of  his  present  official  posl* 
tion. 

But  one  matter  remains  to  be  considered,  and  that  relates  to  the  alleged  cornipt  bar- 
gain by  which  Senator  (then  Governor)  Clayton  issued  the  certificate  of  election  to  Gen- 
eral Edwards,  in  consideration  of  receiving  votes  for  his  present  position  in  the  legislatnre 
of  Arkansas. 

This  charge,  though  the  one  in  which  this  prosecution  mainly  originated,  baa  leas 
apparent  support  than  either  of  the  others.  Much  that  has  been  heretofore  said  ia  appli- 
cable here.  The  testimony,  instead  of  showing  thecormpt  bargain,  abundantly  eatablianes 
that  the  Senator  (then  governor),  though  acting  from  an  incorrect  view  of  the  law  and 
his  duty,  nevertheless  was  carrying  out  what  he  had  at  least  fair  reasons  to  beliere  the 
will  of  the  ])eople,  as  expressed  by  their  votes.  He  had  evidence  tending  to  show  fraoda. 
Ho  had  the  solemn  Judgment  of  the  highest  court  of  his  State,  and  the  action  of  the  law- 
making power  timching  the  very  point  upon  which  ho  seemed  to  doubt;  and  he  bnt 
ibllowod  such  judgment  and  action.  To  say  that  he  acteil  corruptly  or  fraudulently  nnder 
such  circumstances,  we  would  have  to  conclude  that  not  only  he  had  the  fraodnlent 
purpose,  but  that  the  other  co-ordinate  dejMirtments  of  the  State  govemroeot  were  cor- 
rupt, or  governed  by  a  like  fraudulent  intent  These  charges,  as  applied  to  the  court  and 
the  legislature  at  least,  are  too  grave  to  be  believed  upon  this  record,  or  in  any  case  where 
the  evidence  is  not  of  the  most  conclusive  and  satisfactory  character.  Thia  conclnaion 
should  not  be  based  upon  mere  presumptions — upon  the  impression  of  witneaaea — upon 
the  understanding  of  parties  influenced  not  a  little  by  their  political  and  personal  feel- 
ings and  animosities.  And  yet,  divested  of  all  extraneous  matter,  thia  ia  all  there  ia  of 
this  claim. 

But,  going  one  step  further,  the  charge  certainly  fails  from  the  fact  that  there  ia  not  m 
particle  of  evidence  that  any  member  in  either  boose  of  the  legislature  was  indnced  to 
aist  his  vote  in  consideration  of  giving  the  certificate  to  Edwards.  The  claim  ia  that 
ho  was  to  receive  the  votes  of  I>emocratic  members  in  return  for  his  action;  and  yet  he 
received  but  one  vote  that  can  by  possibility  be  classed  among  the  Democrats  (and  even 
his  political  status  is  Iclt  doubtful).  This  person  was  a  witness  before  us,  and  he  aaya 
]K)sitively  that  he  voted  for  (Mayton,  but  that  there  was  no  understanding  or  agreement 
that  in  considenition  thereof  Clayton  was  to  iaaue  the  certificate  to  Edwarda.  And  there 
is  no  evidence  nor  a  single  circumstance  in  the  whole  record  in  the  least  in  conflict  with 
his  statement.     There  is  therefore  absolutely  nothing  in  the  least  supporting  this  chaiKe. 

We  are  therefore  brought  to  the  conclusion,  alter  n  careful  eiamination  of  all  the 
facts,  that  there  is  nothing  di.sclose<l  touching  the  charges  made  aa  found  in  the  teati- 
mony  of  Wheeler  and  Whipple  before  the  ''Joint  select  committee**  impeaching  the 
official  character  and  conduct  ot  Senator  CUyton.  We  accordingly  recommend  the  adop> 
tion  of  the  following  resolution: 

Renotrrd,  That  the  charges  made  and  referred  to  the  select  committee  for  inveatigation 
afiecting  the  official  character  and  conduct  of  the  Hon.  Powell  Clayton  are  not  aoatained, 
and  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  their  Airther  conaideration. 

Respectfully  aubmitted. 

GEO.  G.  WRIGHT. 
L.  M.  MORRILL. 

VIEWS  OP  THE  MIKOBITY. 

Mr.  Norwood  submitted  the  following  aa  the  viewa  of  the  minority: 

As  the  minority  of  the  committee  of  three  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  inveatigate  and 
report  upon  certain  charges  made  against  Senator  Clayton,  I  have  been  nnable  to  aoree 
with  the  majority  in  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  come,  and  I  therefore  beg  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have  arrived  aAer  a  carelbl  review  of 
all  the  facts. 

I  regret  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  did  not  aee  fit  to  lay  before  the  Senate. 
embodied  in  their  report  in  abstract  form,  more  of  the  fkcta,  aa  it  wonld  have  enablea 
roe  to  expreas  my  views  in  much  shorter  oompan.  I  will,  however,  embraoe  none  whidi 
I  do  not  consider  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  caae  aa  made. 

The  general  charge  made  against  Senator  Clayton  ia  that  he  need  oorni]it  mcaoa  to 
secure  his  election  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Thia  geneiml  diaige  embraeea  aafveial 
specifications,  to  wit: 

Ist.  That  he  corruptly  uaed  bia  exeontive  power  aa  govarnor  of  Atkaimi  la  1870  la 
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iippointiDg  registrars  of  election  to  register  votes  for  members  of  the  general  assembly, 
by  which  he  was  elected  a  United  Slates  Senator,  who  as  his  friends  and  in  his  interest 
would  register  with  a  view  to  elect  candidates  in  favor  of  him  for  the  Senate. 

2d.  That  when  primary  meetings  were  being  held  in  the  counties  to  nominate  candi- 
dates for  that  legislature  he  went  alwut  the  State  and,  in  person  and  by  his  Iritnds  and 
agents,  manipulated  these  nominations  in  his  own  interest;  and  to  eflVct  this  end  used 
his  executive  patronage  to  intimidate  candidates  opposed  to  his  election  to  the  Senate. 

;ki.  That  he  either  in  person  or  through  his  Iriends  and  supporters  for  the  Senate 
made  a  corrupt  engagement,  express  or  understood,  by  which  his  influence  was  to  b© 
ffiveii  in  favor  of  the  election  of  General  John  Kdwards,  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
Congress,  in  consideiiition  of  the  support  to  him  of  Edwards  and  his  supporters  for  the 
Senate. 

4th.  That  in  pursuance  of  this  understanding  he  issued  to  Edwards  the  certificate  of 
election  in  the  lace  of  a  clear  majority,  according  to  the  official  election  returns  in  his 
(the  executive)  office,  in  lavor  of  Judge  Boles,  the  Republican  candidate  opposing  Ed- 
wards. 

5th.  That  being  under  a  pledge  publicly  and  privately  made  to  his  political  friends 
that  he,  if  elected  United  States  Senator,  would  not  leave  the  governorship  in  the  hands 
of  Lieuteuant-liovernor  J.  M.  Johnson,  a  Conservative,  he  corruptly  instituted  through 
his  friends  and  supporters  a  proceeding  by  qtio  warranto  to  depose  Johnson  from  office  in 
order  to  clear  t  he  way  to  the  Senate. 

6th.  That  being  elected  Senator  while  the  ^^mo  warranto  was  pending,  when  that  was 
decided  in  liwor  of  Johnson,  he  resigned  the  Senatoiship,  and  aiterward  secured  his  re- 
election by  inducing  K.  J.  T.  White,  secretary  of  state,  in  consideration  of  a  large  sum 
of  money,  to  i\;sign  and  inducing  Johnson  to  take  White's  place. 

7ih.  Ihat  he  coriuptly  procured  the  votes  of  many  members  of  the  legislature  in 
support  oJ  himself  lor  the  Senate  by  paying  money;  by  appointments  of  themselves  and 
friends  to  lucrative  offices;  by  granting  to  them  and  their  friends  State  aid  to  railroads 
in  which  they  and  their  Iriends  were  interested. 

Before  proc*eeding  to  state  the  testimony  bearing  upon  and  sustaining  these  specifica- 
tii'Us,  1  will  remark,  in  order  that  the  Senate  may  apprieciate  the  extent  to  which  Sen- 
ator Clayton  must  have  wielded  his  executive  power,  the  energy  he  must  have  displayed, 
and  the  means  he  must  have  employed  to  make  sure  his  election,  and  to  increase  the 
probability  of  the  truth  of  witnesses  who  detail  these  means,  that  his  contest  for  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  extended  over  a  period  of  two  years.  This  fact  he  states  near  the  close  of 
his  own  testimony  when  endeavoring  to  explain  the  statement  made  by  H.  L.  McCon- 
nell,  his  ibrmer  private  secretary  and  political  supporter,  that  Clayton  told  him  the  day 
alter  the  second  election  *Mhe  light  had  cost,  him  (C.)  in  the  neighborhood  of  $20,000." 
His  extreme  desire  to  be  a  Senator  likewise  throws  much  light  on  many  acts  whose  full 
force  might  not  otherwise  be  realized.  In  a  conversation  held  by  Clayton,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Johnson,  Thomas  M.  Bowen,  Joseph  Brooks,  and  J.  L  Hodges,  a  short  time 
before  Clayton's  second  election,  Brooks  and  Hodges  both  testify  that  Clayton  stated  he 
had  long  earnestly  desired  to  l)e  a  Senator;  that  it  was  the  dream  of  his  lil'e;  that  he  was 
as  ambitious  as  Caesar;  and  that  had  he  his  way  he  would  sway  the  scepter  of  universal 
empire. 

1  would  further  state  that  by  the  laws  of  Arkansas  under  her  new  constitution  the 
governor  is  clothed  with  unusual  power  and  patronage.  It  is  sufficient  in  this  connec- 
tion to  say  that,  with  all  the  other  power  and  patronage  incident  to  the  executive  of  each 
State,  he  has  the  power  of  appointing  judges,  sherifis,  and  justices  of  the  peace.  Wo 
will  have  frequent  occasion  to  remark  with  what  vigor,  if  not  rigor,  such  power,  energized 
by  such  desire  and  ambition,  was  brought  to  bear  in  his  Senatorial  contest  on  friend  and 
foe. 

The  contest  was  exclusively  Republican.  Clayton  had  two  opposing  aspirants,  Mc- 
Donald, former  United  States  Senator,  and  a  negro  named  White,  l)oth  Republican. 
The  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  officers  were  all  Republican.  There  was  no  hope 
for  a  Democrat  to  succeed.  Of  eighty-one  members  of  the  house  in  1871  fifty-eight  were 
}{epublic;ins  and  twenty-three  Democrats,  as  stated  by  Tankersly,  the  speaker.  The 
oppressive  disqualification  of  votes  excluded  a  sufficient  nuinber  of  Democrats  from  the 
polls  to  throw  the  power  (except  in  a  few  counties)  into  the  hands  of  the. Republican 
party.  And  such  was  and  is  the  extraordinary  power  confided  to  registrars  of  election 
to  receive  or  reject  a  voter's  name — and  to  the  board  of  review  to  retain  or  erase  the 
names  of  voters  registered — that  the  control  of  a  governor  over  an  election  by  appointing 
his  friends  and  supporters  on  those  two  boards  was  only  limited  by  his  own  integrity  and 
that  of  his  appointees. 

In  this  contest  the  Republican  party,  being  overwhelmingly  strong,  split  by  its  very 
weight  into  two  factions.    They  came  to  be  known  respectively  by  the  names  of  * '  Brindle- 
tail8*'and  **  Minstrels."    Either  claimed  to  Vk?  the  elect.    Governor  Clayton  led  the  lat- 
8  S  C 26 
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ier  while  Joseph  Brooks  was  tlic  acknowledged  head  of  the  former.  The  hoeility  felt 
toward  each  other  was  very  bitter.  Around  either  leader  were  gathered  many  ardent 
defenders.  And  as  exemplars  of  the  characters  who  were  from  first  to  last  the  warm 
aiid  confidential  friends  of  Governor  Clayton  I  beg  to  give  what  the  evidence  shows  to 
he  the  morale  of  the  most  prominent  of  those  whose  acts  and  siiyings  during  the  Sena- 
toriaj  struggle  are  very  important  in  determining  the  charges  made  against  Senator  Clay- 
ton. For  from  their  confidential  relations  to  him,  from  their  constant  conference  with 
him  during  and  before  and  after  the  session  of  the  legislature  which  elected  him,  from 
their  interest  in  his  success  and  dependence  on  him  for  office  and  other  favors,  we  are 
enabled  to  decide  to  what  extent  their  acts  and  sayings  were  the  acts  and  sayings  of 
Governor  Clayton.  We  learn  also  with  what  kind  of  men  Governor  Clayton  used  to 
accomplish  his  purposes.  His  chief  adviser  and  constant  attendant  was  Thomas  M. 
Bowen.  There  is  scarcely  a  witness  who  testifies  to  an  interview  with  (Governor  Clayton 
during  that  contest,  extending*  through  two  and  a  half  months,  who  does  not  speak  ot 
Bowen  being  present.  He  attended  all  the  caucuses  of  Clayton's  frifUiis,  was  a  regular 
lobbyist  during  the  session  for  Governor  Clayton,  was  most  of  his  lime  in  the  execu- 
tive office,  and  was  present  at  several  long,  protracted  interviews  held  at  night  between 
Governor  Clayton  and  others  of  the  opposition  whom  Governor  C.  was  endeavoring  to 
appease.  Judge  Bowen's  motto,  as  testified  to  by  Brooks  and  Hodges  and  nndenied,  was, 
** polities  is  but  a  game,'*  and  that  the  admission  or  non-admission  of  a  contestant  foi 
his  seat  in  the  legislature  is  a  mere  question  of  party  policy.  This  declaration  of  polit- 
ical ethics  will  be  seen  bearing  its  fruit  in  the  subsequent  conduct  of  its  author. 

Another  adviser  and  confidential  friend  was  John  AlcClure,  chiel-justice  of  the  su- 
preme court,  the  appointee  of  Governor  Clayton.  The  testimony  shows  that  he  was 
frequently  with  Governor  Clayton  during  his  contest;  that  he  was  editor  of  a  partisan 
gazette  in  Little  Rock,  advocating  Governor  Clayton's  election  to  the  Senate  while  occu- 
pying the  supreme  bench;  that  as  such  editor  he  accepted  a  large  sum  of  money  from  the 
friends  of  a  bill  to  silence  his  opposition  to  the  bill;  and  that  he  during  that  time  en- 
gaged, or  ofiiered  to  engage  for  a  large  sum,  to  lobby  a  bill  through  the  legislature. 
These  facts,  except  the  last,  he  establishes  by  his  own  testimony  in  this  investigation. 
A  third  warm  and  zealous  co-worker  for  Governor  Clayton's  election  was  Judge  Ben- 
nett, also  of  the  supreme  court  of  Arkansas,  and  appointed  by  Governor  Clayton.  The 
testimony  of  W.  R.  Rogers  throws  much  interesting  light  on  his  character.  He  was  a 
hotel-keeper  in  Illinois,  failed,  joined  the  Federal  Army,  went  to  Arkansas  as  a  captain, 
resigned,  and  read  law;  was  appointed  about  a  month  alter  his  admission  to  the  bar  by 
Governor  Clayton  as  circuit-court  judge,  and  was  soon  alter  (during  the  .se.<<sion  of  that 
legislature)  appointed  by  Governor  Clayton  to  the  supreme  l)ench.  His  intluence  with 
Governor  Clayton  was  supposed  (says  Rogei-s)  to  be  greater  than  that  of  any  man  in  the 
State,  and  henceduring  that  session  of  the  legishitun*,  while  Bennett  was  on  the  supreme 
bench,  he  accepted  from  Rogers  and  others  interi>sted  in  a  large  railroad  bill  a  proposition 
to  use  his  influence  with  the  board  of  railroad  commissioners  (com pose<l  of  Governor  Clay- 
ton, White,  secretary  of  state,  and  one  Thomas)  to  jirocure  a  grant  of  State  aid  to  the 
road,  and  charged  $70,000  ($f  ,000  per  mile)  for  his  influential  service.  His  influence  was 
eff*ective.  The  aid  was  granted,  the  Iwnds  were  issued,  and  I^ennett  received  from  Mr. 
Dorsey  (interested  with  Rogers)  $35,000.  During  the  Senatorial  contest  he  was  very 
often  in  Governor  Clayton's  office  and  on  the  floor  of  the  house. 

Another  scarcely  less  conspicuous  character  and  equally  zealous  supporter  of  Gov- 
ernor Clayton  for  the  Senate  was  Charles  W.  Tankersly.  Jle  is  a  Virginian;  joined  the 
Confederate  army;  deserted;  joined  the  Federal  Army:  "misappropriated  public  prop- 
11  ty*'  (a  horse);  was  dismissed  the  service,  and  retired  to  private  life  in  Philadelphia 
till  the  war  closed.  He  then  went  to  Arkansas;  enliste<l  under  Governor  Clayton  in 
his  contest  for  the  Senate;  was  elected  a  meml>er  of  the  legislature;  was  nominated  by 
Clayton's  friends  for  speaker  and  elected.  McLane  swears  that  Tankersly  told  him 
Governor  Clayton  sent  for  him  (T. )  belbrc  the  legislature  assembled  and  requested  him 
to  run  forspeaker.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  this  contest  he  was  not  a  deserter,  but  was  true 
to  his  colois,  and  received,  alter  Clayton's  election,  his  rewanl  in  his  appointment  as 
superintendent  of  the  penitentiary. 

Another  and  very  prominent  actor  in  these  scenes,  and  a  devoted  friend  of  Governor 
Clayton,  was  O.  A.  Hadley.  He  was  a  senator  in  that  general  assembly.  He  was  Gen- 
eral Clayton's  agent  to  make  the  offer  to  R.  J.  T.  White  to  pay  him  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  vacate  his  office,  and  thus  remove  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  Clayton's 
election  to  the  Senate,  as  I  shall  show  hereafter.  That  being  accomplished,  Hadley  was 
elected  president  of  the  senate  {rice  J.  M.  Johnson,  who  took  White's  place),  and  while 
governor  he  continued  to  preside  over  the  senate  until  certain  bills  (such  as  the  levee  and 
others)  were  passed.  As  this  dual  service  as  president  of  the  senate  and  governor  was 
contemporaneous,  and  the  first  office  was  resigned  just  alter  these  immense  money  bilh? 
were  passed,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  the  witness  Mcljii^e  swears  that  Chancy 
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f>to(ld:iitl,  who  paid  McLane  u  large  sum  (.^o,()U())  in  bonds  to  silence  liis  ileWspaper  ancT 
to  get  his  services  as  a  lobbyist  lor  the  levee  bill,  and  who,  by  his  own  testimony,  stands 
convicted  of  bribing  other  members  of  the  legislature  to  vote  for  the  levee  bill,  told  him 
(McLivne)  that  he  (Stoddard)  paid  Hadley  !j>!2(),0()0  in  bonds  for  signing  the  levee  bill. 
This  Hadley'denies,  while  Stoddard  sajs  he  does  not  know  the  name  of  but  one  mem- 
ber, named  Prigiuore,  who  got  the  bonds,  though  he  had  reason. for  knowing  that  others 
shared  them.  As,  however,  the  liict  is  not  denied  by  any  witness,  not  even  by  Clayton 
or  Hadley.  thut  lladUy  bought  off  White,  it  is  not  much  of  a  strain  on  even  human 
charity  to  believe  that  a  man  in  the  market  to  buy  will  not  arouse  a  sleeping  conscience 
to  stand  guard  against  his  being  bought. 

There  are  other  actors  in  this  drama  whose  moral  figures  would  not  compare  unfavor- 
ably with  those  already  but  partially  delineattd;  but  as  I  have  sketched  the  chiefs,  I 
leave  the  others  to  speak  for  themselves  thnmgh  their  own  and  the  mouths  of  other 
witnesses,  and  will  now  proceed  to  a  summary  statement  of  the  lacts.  And  in  doing  so, 
as  a  matter  of  convenience,  and  to  economize  time  and  space,  alter  once  introducing  a 
party  or  witness  by  his  full  name,  I  will  employ  only  his  surname 

1  will  take  the  speciliciitions  in  the  order  in  which  1  have  arranged  them,  and  while 
I  treat  each  separately  for  the  purjwse  of  grouping  like  facts,  that  they  may  be  seen  at 
one  view,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  I  resolve  the  seven  specifications  into  three  charges, 
all  and  each  of  which,  I  think  the  testimony  and  evidence  sustain. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  corrupt  appointment  and  use  of  registrars.  It  is  not  unreason- 
able to  assume  that  Governor  Clayton  after  the  ciinvass  of  over  a  year,  according  to  his 
own  statements,  prior  to  the  summer  of  1870  (ibr  in  March,  1871,  he  stated  that  it  had 
extended  for  two  years),  with  his  ambition  to  be  a  Senator,  selected  his  own  friends  to 
register  the  electors  of  the  general  assembly,  and  of  officers  to  be  elected  in  November, 
1S70.     This  assumption  is  borne  out  by  the  tCvStimony. 

In  the  county  of  Pulaski  he  appointed  James  V.  Fitch  and  E.  H.  Chamberlain  regis- 
trars. There  is  much  evidence  pro  and  con  as  to  the  fraudulent  registration  .made  by 
that  board,  and  witnout  stopping  to  settle  the  point  of  veracity,  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  without  any  prior  announcement  of  his  int^tion,  Chamberlain,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  zealous  of  the  partisans  of  Clayton^  and  worked  from  first  to  last  for  his  election, 
and  who  was  introduced  as  Clayton's  witness  in  this  investigation,  jiLst  after  registration 
closed,  and  within  live  days  of  election,  on  the  8th  of  November,  announced  himself  as  a 
candidate  on  the  Clayton  ticket  for  the  legislature;  and  while  by  the  returns,  as  set 
Ibrth  in  the  testimony  of  the  witness  J.  L.  Hodges,  he  (Chamberlain)  received  but 
1,H02  votes  from  the  counties  of  Pulaski  and  White,  constituting  his  district,  out  of  a  vote 
of  about  5,000,  he  was  returned  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  lower  house  as  one  of 
the  members-elect,  and  obtained  his  seat.  And  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  dis- 
graceful struggle,  carried  on  in  and  ont  of  the  legisbture  for  near  two  and  a  half  months, 
for  the  election  of  United  Stales  Senator,  he  was  not  only  the  supporter  but  the  con- 
fidential agent  and  adviser  of  CJovernor  Clayton.  James  V.  Fitch  was  rewarded  by  an 
executive  appointment  to  the  otlkc  of  circuit  clerk  of  Pulaski  County  and  clerk  of  the 
crimimal  court,  which  court  was  created  at  that  se.<sion  of  the  legislature. 

The  witness  A.  A.  C.  Rogers  s:iys  that  in  Columbia  County  Clayton  appointed  a  boy 
from  Illinois,  named  Kyan,  registrar,  and  that  in  Hot  Springs  County  he  appointed  Z. 
L.  Cotton  as  registrar,  who,  it  was  generally  understood,  lived  in  the  county  above  and 
out  of  the  district,  though  by  the  law  of  Arkansas  the  governor  is  required  to  appoint  a 
resident  of  the  county,  who  has  resided  in  the  county  six  months  before  the  registra- 
tion. 

The  witness  Met.  L.  Jones  states  that  Clayton  appointed  a  n]an  named  George  A. 
Wilkins  registrar  in  Columbia  County,  and  that  Wilkins  was  afterwards  appointed  Jus- 
tice of  the  .peace.  A  justice  of  the  peace  in  Arkansiis  has  jurisdiction  up  to  ^500,  and 
the  fees  of  office  are  high.  That  W.  H.  Atkins,  registrar  for  Union  County,  was  also 
afterwards  apppointed  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  witness  Jones  states  that  Cotton  was  a  resident  of  Mount  Ida,  Montgomery 
County,  while  acting  as  registrar  in  Hot  Springs  County,  and  was  afterward  appointed 
clerk  of  the  Montgomery  County  court. 

As  evidence  of  the  sympathy  ex'isting  between  these  registrars  and  Governor  Clay  ton,  1 
refer  to  an  interview  detailed  by  the  witne>s  Met.  L.  Jones,  between  himself,  (iover- 
nor  Clayton,  and  Judge  liearden.  He  says  such  were  the  frau<ls  being  committed  by 
the  registrars  in  Columbia  and  Union  Counties,  that  many  citizens  of  those  two  couutie.*) 
met  in  convention  and  appointed  .Tones  and  P»earden  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  gov- 
ernor and  make  comi)laint  and  petition  for  icdnss.  He  stated  the  case;  told  Governor 
Clayton  that  he  had  affidavits  of  fifteen  substantial  men  in  his  county  to  the  facts.  Gov- 
ernor Clayton  sjiid,  at  fiir,t,  that  was  (x  parte.  Witness  offered  to  ])Ut  them  in  proper 
form.  Governor  Clayton  then  siiid  it  was  too- late  to  invrstigate  (though  the  witness 
states  the  interview  w^as  fifteen  days  before  the  election,  and  the  law  of  Arkansas  is  thai 
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registration  cloSd^  only  ten  days  before  the  election).  Jones  then  asked  him  to  remove 
the  registrar.  Chiy  ton  replied  he  did  not  have  the  power;  to  which  Jones  rejoined  lie  had 
already  removed  some.  Clayton  said  he  had,  but  that  he  thought  he  had  transcended  his 
authority,  and  tliat  he  would  refer  the  matter  to  the  courts.  When  asked  if  he  would 
not  interfure  then,  he  said  he  would  after  the  election.  Jones  said  then  he  would  apply  to 
the  conns,  and  Clayton  told  him  he  would  not  submit  to  that  interJereuce  i)y  the 
courts  before  the  election;  and  if  he  (Jones)  attempted  to  arrest  the  registrars  before 
the  election,  he  would  treat  the  act  as  insurrectionary,  aud  would  employ  lorce,  i  neces- 
sary.    Met.  L.  Jones  v. as  an  intelligent  man  and  a  lawyer. 

In  this  connection  I  will  give  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  of  July  15.  1868, 
regulating  registration  of  electors  in  Arkansas,  page  «'3*2,  statutes  of  1868,  and  will  state 
that  there  is  nothing  further  in  the  whole  act,  or  any  other  law  of  Arkansas,  V)rought  to 
the  notice  of  the  committee,  which  abridges  the  power  therein  conferred  on  the  gov- 
ernor. 

"Section  1.  That  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  August,  18G8,  and  every  two  years 
thereafter,  the  governor  shall,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  appoint  three 
loyal,  competent,  and  discreet  citizens  in  each  county,  who  shall  have  residtd  at  least 
six  months  in  the  county  next  preceding  their  appointment.  Said  persons  shall  be  styled 
and  called  board  of  registration,  one  of  whom  shall  be  designated  by  the  governor  as 
president  of  said  board:  Proiided^  That  in  case  no  such  person  can  be  Ibund  in  each 
county  within  the  State,  then  an(l  in  that  case  they  shall  be  appointed  from  the  county 
most  convenient  thereto,  each  of  whom  shall  serve  two  years,  unless  removed  as  pro- 
vided hereinatter:  And  provided  further,  That  the  governor,  in  lieu  of  one  of  the  citizens 
to  be  appointed  as  above  provided  for  in  this  section,  may  designate  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
notary  public,  or  constable  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  registration,  who 
shall  in  every  such  case  be  designated  as  the  president  of  said  board;  and  every  justice 
of  the  peace,  notary  pul)lic,  or  constable  that  may  be  designated  by  the  govenmr  as  a 
member  of  sidd  board  for  any  county  in  this  State  shall,  in  addition  to  the  duties  now 
imposed  upon  him  by  law,  discharge  the  duties  of  president  of  such  board  of  registra- 
tion according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

*'Skc.  2.  The  governor  shall  fill  any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  of  the  appointments 
made  by  him,  and  may  in  his  discretion  remove  any  one  so  appointed  by  him  lor  incom- 
petency or  other  sufficient  cause.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  cause  notice  by  ccrtilicate 
to  be  given  to  each  of  the  persons,  and  shall  also  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court  of  each  county  the  names  of  the  persons  so  appointed  as  board  of  registnitit»n.** 

With  this  act  belbre  him,  and  the  fact  brought  to  his  notice  that  he  had  already  re- 
moved some  of  the  registrars,  he  stated  to  Jones  a,s  a  reason  lor  not  desiring  to  interfere 
with  that  alleged  fraudulent  registration  in  Columbia  and  Uni<m  Counties  that  he  did 
not  have  the  power  to  remove  thery.  PI  is  first  answer  was  it  was  too  late;  second,  I 
have  not  the  power;  third,  go  to  the  courts  for  redreas;  and,  fourth,  you  shall  not  resort 
to  the  courts  until  after  the  election,  and  if  you  do  I  will  consider  you  an  insurrection- 
ist aud  put  you  down  with  a  military  ibrce. 

To  show  the  discretion  and  power  of  these  registrars,  as  well  as  to  illustrate  the  benefi- 
cence of  the  then  existing  government  in  Arkansas,  and  the  freedom  of  opinion  thereby 
tolerated  at  that  time  and  now.  so  lar  as  I  am  advised,  1  will  quote  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  act  above  referred  to: 

"Sec.  11.  That  no  person  shall  be  registered  who  during  the  late  rebellion  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  or  gave  bond  of  loyalty  or  for  good  behavior, 
unless  he  shall  show  by  siitisfactory  evidence  that  he  has  ever  kept  this  said  oath  or 
bond  inviolate,  or  that  he  has  openly  advocated  or  voted  for  the  reconstruction  measures 
of  Congress,  or  voted  for  the  constitution  at  the  civil  polls  at  the  constitutional  election 
of  1868.'» 

I  will  remark  this  act  was  passed  during  Governor  Clayton's  term  of  office  and  was  of 
course  approved  by  him.  Relerring  to  the  words  in  the  last  section  quoted  and  itali- 
cized by  me,  I  challenge  all  Christendom  to  produce  its  parallel  for  anti-republicanism 
and  tyranny. 

It  is  very  easy  to  see  how,  with  such  harsh  and  at  the  same  time  mobile  power  lodged 
in  the  discretion  of  the  instruments  and  favorites  of  a  governor  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  registrars,  they  could  manipulate  the  election  of  a  legislature  to  secure  an  overwhelm- 
ing miyority. 

As  evidence  as  to  how  Governor  Clayton  was  disposed  to  use  that  power  I  refer  to  the 
statements  of  the  witness  A.  A.  C.  Kogers.  Rogers  was  a  candidate  lor  Congress  against 
O.  P.  Snyder  at  that  election.  In  August,  1870,  before  Rogers  entered  the  race,  know- 
ing, as  he  says,  how  registration  had  been  conducted  in  the  former  election  for  Congress 
in  1868,  he  called  upon  Governor  Clayton  to  know  if  the  people  of  Arkansas  would  have 
a  fair  election.  He  says  Clayton  smiled  and  saiti  that  depended  very  much  on  circum- 
stances.    \Yhat  those  circumstances  were  will  uppesir  Uert after.     Rogers  states  .that 
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aboat  two  weeks  before  the  election  be  complained  to  Governor  Clayton  of  the  abuses 
in  registration  in  bis  district,  told  bim  that  oat  of  about  2,200  voters  in  Union  Connty 
there  had  been  registered  but  about  700  to  800,  and  that  in  Chicot  County  they  were 
registering  about  1,200  railroad  hands,  non-residents,  who  were  there  employed  by  one 
Jackson  E.  Sickles,  a  railroad  contractor.  Kogers  states,  as  does  Sickles  also,  that  Sickles 
was  a  personal  and  political  friend  of  Governor  Clayton  and  desired  him  to  be  Senator. 
Governor  Clayton  Siiid  tome,  ''I  have  no  control  over  my  registrars  and  I  cannot  do 
anything  with  it."  Rogers  replied,  "Governor  Clayton,  you  have  attempted  to  control; 
in  two  or  three  instances  you  have  removed  registrars  and  appointed  others,  and  now 
you  tell  me  you  cannot  do  it."  To  which  Clayton  replied,  "Damn  it,  I  do  not  know 
but  what  I  did  wrong,  bat  the  damned  rebels  there  ought  not  to  vote  anyhow."  Rogers 
replied,  "  Governor  Cla}'t<m,  you  are  not  the  constitution  of  the  State.  It  is  your  busi- 
ness to  enforce  the  law  if  it  dooms  every  nuin  in  the  State,  and  when  yuu  assume  to  be  the 
constitution  you  assume  too  much."  Rogers  called  his  attention  to  two  hundred  sworn 
certilJcates  of  persons  debarred  the  right  to  register.  Clayton  replied,  "1  have  not  time 
to  correct  it  now."  Rogers  says  this  was  about  nineteen  days  before  the  election.  Much 
more  was  said  with  which  I  will  not  encumber  my  remarks,  but  which  illustrates  the 
manner  in  which  Governor  Clayton  conducted  that  regi.stration.  Governor  Clayton  ad- 
mits the  conversation  and  does  not  deny  the  langunge,  but  explains  by  saying  that  he 
referred  to  Ku-Klux  outrages  existing  at  the  former  election,  in  18G8,  and  that  he  said 
to  Rogers  that  if  they  were  to  be  repeated  he  would  control  the  registration  to  prevent 
them,  or  words  to  ^at  effect.  The  Senate  will  be  enabled  to  judge  between  the, two 
statements  when  this  conversation  is  given  more  in  detail.  Rogers  states  that  Clayton 
removed  Judge  Alexander,  in  Ouchita  County,  alter  registration  was  complete,  and  ap- 
pointed a  man  named  Thompson  registrar,  who  lost  the  registration  book  and  ran  away; 
that  he  removed  Hicks,  a  registrar  in  Hempstead  Coun^,  and  appointed  Beldin,  the 
uncle  or  father  of  D.  P.  Beldin,  senator  from  Hot  Springs  County,  who  was  one  of  Clay- 
ton's strongest  friends  during  his  Senatorial  contest. 

The  second  specification  is  as  to  how  the  nominations  for  members  of  the  legislature 
were  manipulated  by  Governor  Clayton  and  his  friends  in  his  own  interest.  On  this 
point  I  will  be  brief,  contenting  myself  with  one  transaction  by  way  of  illustration. 
The  witness  Judge  Story  testifies  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  from  Co- 
hinibiii  County;  that  a  man  named  Archer,  a  supporter  of  Clayton,  came  into  the  county 
and  said  that  Governor  Clayton  did  not  desire  him  to  go  to  the  legislature  and  asked 
him  if  he  intended  to  persist  in  his  candidacy;  he  replied  that  he  did.  Archer  then 
produced  from  his  pocket  an  order  or  proclamation  issued  by  Grovernor  Clayton  and 
threatened  Story  that  if  he  did  not  desist  and  allow  Clayton's  friends  to  be  elected  that 
the  public  printing,  which  Story,  a  Republican,  was  then  doing  in  the  Magnolia  Flower 
(a  gazette  of  which  he  was  editor),  would  be  taken  from  him  and  given  to  another  paper. 
He  was  then  doing  the  public  printing  for  two  counties,  Union  and  Ct)lumbia.  The 
piil)lic  printing  was  afterward  given  to  the  South  Arkansas  Journal,  printed  at  Camden, 
Ouachita  County,  forty  miles  olf,  not  more  than  fifteen  copies  of  which  the  witness 
states  were  taken  in  his  county  This  patronage  consisted  of  pubiieation  of  notices 
Irom  the  probate  courts,  executors'  and  administrators'  sales.  &c.,and  for  the  two  coun- 
ties was  worth  to  Story  l^'JjOOt*  per  year.  This  printing  was  taken  away  alter  the  dele- 
gation from  that  county  reached  the  legislature  and  persistently  opposed  the  election  of 
Governor  Clayton.  The  witness  asked  Governor  Clayton  why  it  was  done.  He  gave 
no  reason,  but  referred  to  the  course  the  delegation  had  taken  toward  him.  Several 
other  witnesses  besides  Story  also  testified  that  while  the  primary  meetings  were  heing 
held  for  nominations  throughout  the  State,  Cluyton  was  going  about  the  State  providing 
for  the  nomination  of  men  favoraV)le  to  his  election.  The  witness  J.  T.  White  testifies 
that  alter  the  nomination  wjus  made  in  his  county,  Clayton  appeared  there  and  insisted 
upon  a  renomination,  which  was  Ciiriied  out  and  the  ticket  elected.  The  witness,  who 
was  nominated  the  first  time,  was  retained  on  the  ticket  as  a  Iriend  of  Governor  Clayton. 

The  third  and  fourth  specilication  charges  a  corrupt  agreement  with  the  Democrats, 
and  particularly  with  General  John  Edwards.  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress,  in  pur- 
suance of  which  the  Democrats  were  to  support  Governor  Clayton  for  the  Senate,  and 
Governor  Clayton  was  to  aid  in  the  eleciion  of  Edwards,  and  to  give  him  the  tertilicate 
of  election.  The  inception  of  this  transaction  occurred  in  October,  1HG9,  as  testified  by 
the  witness  A.  A.  C.  Rogers.  He  says  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  most  prominent  Demo- 
crats in  Little  Rock,  a-^embled  to  consider  the  political  situation  of  the  State,  Judge  T. 
M.  Bowen  appeared  with  a  written  proposition  from  Governor  Clayton  to  form  a  combi- 
nation with  the  Democrats  for  theirsupport.  He  said  he  wns  right  from  Governor  Clay- 
ton, who  approved  it,  and  that  he  w;is  there  in  Clayton's  interest.  His  ])rop(:sition  was 
that  Governor  Clayton  would  control  the  election  .^o  as  to  secure  a  legi>lature  favorable 
for  him  for  the  Senate,  and  tluit  Clayton,  in  consideration  of  the  Democratic  support, 
would  recommend  to  the  legislature  such  measures  as  would  relievo  the  people  from  the 
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disfranchisements  of  the  constitution;  that  in  the  counties  where  Clayton's  friends  bad 
the  majority  he  was  to  name  the  candidates;  in  the  counties  where  the  Democrats  were 
so  greatly  in  the  mtjority  that  he  could  not  control  them,  they  were  to  name  the  cjnidi- 
dates.  There  was  no  Republican  present  except  Judge  Jiowen.  Bowen  said  that  the 
witness  (Rogers)  was  to  acquiesce  in  this  arrangement.  Another  meeting  was  held  at 
Mr.  Garland'sofiice  that  night,  and  a  consultation  ensued.  Rogers  dissented  to  Clayton's 
proposition,  and  withdrew  I'rom  the  meeting.  Witness  met  Governor  Clayton  the  next 
day  at  the  fair  grounds.  Clayton  referred  to  the  meeting  the  night  belore;  said  that  the 
arrangement  proposed  was  ''about  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done."  Bowen  stattd 
distinctly,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  propounded  by  A.  H.  Garland,  one  of  the  Democrats 
present,  that  this  proposition  and  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  made  came  directly  l'r<»m 
Governor  Clayton.  The  proposition  shows  very  clciirly  two  things:  tii"st,  his  anxiety  lo 
combine  with  the  Democrats  for  his  election,  and,  secondly,  that  he  was  perfectly  will- 
ing to  use  the  executive  power  in  manipulating  the  election  of  members  ol'  the  legislatuie 
to  the  same  end.  It  also  reflects  much  light  ujion  the  two  charges  made  against  him, 
that  he  did  conduct  the  registration  fov  that  election  unlawfully,  an«l,  therefore,  cor- 
ruptly, if  to  secure  his  election;  and  that  he  agreed  to  issue  the  cerliticiite  of  election  to 
E(i wards,  in  consideration  of  the>$upport  of  Demoerals, 

As  Governor  Clayton  required  that  the  witness  Rogers  should  accede  to  this  proposi- 
tion, and  as  ne  dissented,  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee  that  the  combination 
then  proposed  was  ever  carried  out  in  that  form;  that  is  to  say,  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  Democrats  allowed  him  to  name  their  candidates.  But  as  to  whether  his  pur- 
pose was  carried  out  as  revealed  in  that  proposition  will  be  seen  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider his  conduct  and  motives  in  issuing  the  certificate  to  (ieneral  Edwards. 

There  arc  other  similar  facts  disclosed  in  the  evidence,  but  I  will  now  proceed  to^ col- 
late the  facts  bearing  upon  the  charge  of  issuing  the  certificate  of  election  to  General 
Edwards. 

There  were  two  Republicim  conventions  held  at  Fort  Smith  to  nominate  candidates 
for  Congress.  Judge  Thomas  Boles  was  nominate  d  as  the  regular  Republican  candidate: 
E.  J.  Searlc  was  nominated  by  the  other.  Edwards  states  that  he  ran  ns  an  imlepend- 
ent  candidate — a  quasi- Republican — but  supported  by  the  Democrats  and  Conservatives. 
In  a  short  time  Searle  withdrew,  leaving  lioles  and  JC<iwards  to  run  the  race.  The  ma- 
jority of  this  committee,  in  their  rejjort,  a>sume  as  an  uncontro verted  lact  that  Governor 
Clayton  supported  Boles,  the  regular  liej)ublican;  but  there  is  hardly  any  lact  in  the 
whole  investigation  al)OUt  which  witnesses  differed  more,  as  1  will  now  proceed  to  show, 
and  if  the  evidence  does  not  establish  iho  fact  that  Clayton  was  supporting  Edwards,  it 
undoubtedly  shows  that  if  supporting  Boles.  Eilwards  was  the  subject  of  mu(h  well- 
plied  coquet  !>';  lor  Edwards  and  bis  friends  were  certainly  under  the  imj)ression  that 
Edwards  had  the  executive  favor.  The  witness  II.  L.  McConnell  sweare  in  terms  that 
Governor  Clayton  supported  Edwaids.  And  just  here,  as  an  attempt  was  made,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  strength  ol  McConncll's  testimony  against  Clayton  on  this  and  other 
poiuts,  to  impeach  his  veracity,  and  as  a  majority  of  the  committee  in  arriving  at  their 
conclusion  have  entirely  ignored  his  te**timony,  I  will  state  the  nasons  why  I  give 
credence  to  his  statements.  He  went  to  Little  Jiock  in  IKJO,  with  a  letter  of  introduction 
to  Governor  Clayt(m,  going  fiom  Lcavenw(jrth,  Kans.,  wheic  Covern(-r  Clayton  formerly 
resided.  Being  an  editor,  and  evidently  a  very  iufelligent  man,  he  was  engaged  by  Gov- 
ernor Clayton  as  his  ])rivatc  sccictary.  He  commenced  advocating,  in  a  public  gazette, 
Governor  Clayton's  election  to  the  Senate,  and  continued  in  lM)th  capacities  until  Gov- 
ernor Cl:;y ton's  election.  These  facts  are  not  denied  by  Clayton  himsell".  They  were 
certainly  on  the  most  intimate  terms.  Sustaining  those  relations  to  Governor  Clayton 
for  two  yeai-s,  he  certainly  had  full  opportunty  to  ascertain  during  that  time  whether 
McConnell  \\i\s  a  man  of  veracity;  for  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  his  testimony  is  not 
discredited  by  contiadiction,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  is  corr(»borate<l  in  many  points  bj* 
several  witnesses.  The  attempt  to  discredit  him  was  made  by  introducing  two  or  three 
parties,  unknown  to  the  committee,  who  swear  that  McCoimeU's  reputation  while  in 
Leavenworth,  and  afterward  in  Little  Rock,  for  veracity  was  bad.  That  he  was  the 
holder  of  the  political  secrets  of  Governor  Clayton  is  folly  sustained  ])y  Clayton's  own 
testimony,  for,  some  time  after  the  Senatorial  election,  and  in  1S71,  two  witnesst.»s,  Mr. 
and  Mis.  Parish,  whose  voluntary  affidavits  were  admitted  in  evidence  by  consent,  swear 
that  Governor  Claytrm  during  MeConnelEs  absence  from  his  room,  which  was  in  Parish's 
dwelling,  entered  McConncll's  room,  opened  his  trunk,  ransacked  it.  and  examined  a 
large  number  of  letters  therein,  and  took  away  a  large  bundle  of  papers.  The  witness 
says  thev  were  lettei*s  which  show  (Jovernor  Clavton's  relations  to  Edwards.  Clavton 
says  they  were  letters  which  he  had  given  to  M(.-Connell  to  answer,  and  which  McCon- 
nell had  not  answered.  McConnell.  who  says  that  he  txr^isionally — two  or  three  times 
a  year — gets  on  a  dnmken  spree,  was  at  that  time  drunk,  and  had  been  absent  from  bis 
room  for  a  day  or  two.     Their  relations  were  certainly  extremely  confident lal,  not  only 
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from  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses,  hut  from  the  admissions  of  Governor  Clayton 
himself;  hesides  as  to  several  material  statements  Governor  Clayton  corroborates  the 
testimony  of  McConnell.  As,  for  instance,  McConnell  testifies  that  Clayton  oflered 
Grady,  a  member  of  the  legislature,  the  sheriffalty  of  his  (Crawford)  county  to  vote  to 
impeach  Lieutenant-Governor  Johnson,  and  about  that  Claytou  says  he  has  an  indistinct 
recollection  of  McConnell's  speaking  to  him  about  the  sheriff's  office  of  the  county,  but 
does  not  remember  that  he  made  any  promise  or  pledge. 

Again,  McConnell  sa3s  that  Clayton  told  him  his  election  had  cost  him  §^*2(),(HJ0. 
Clayton  admits  he  told  him  that  it  cost  him  a  great  deal  of  money,  pnd  explains  in  what 
way  he  spent  it;  and  it  is  most  noteworthy  in  determining  the  credence  to  be  given  to 
McConnell,  that  Governor  Clayton,  while  testifying  in  his  own  l)ehalf,  and  being  repre- 
sented by  two  counsel  supposed  to  be  learned  in  the  law,  and  to  undcistnnd  how  to  con- 
duct a  defense,  to  wit,  John  McClure,  chief-Justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Arkansas, 
and  Thomas  M.  Howen,  e.\-ju^tice  of  the  siunc  bench  (McClure  appointed  by  Clayton,  no 
doabt  on  account  of  his  judicial  learning),  did  not  in  alj  of  his  testimony  refer,  by 
denial,  to  any  of  McConnelTs  statements,  which  are  numerous  and  very  damaging  if 
true,  except  the  two  instances  that  I  have  referred  to  above. 

And  now  to  resume  the  evidence  bearing  upon  Edwards's  case. 

McConnell,  who  by  editorials  and  correspondence  was  advocating  Clayton's  election, 
and  was  on  such  terms  of  intimacy  with  Clayton,  publicly  and  privately  opposed  Boles 
and  advocated  Edwards's  election.  He  produced  five  letters  written  to  him  by  Edwards 
during  the  campaign,  the  first  dated  as  early  as  ihft  19lh  of  January,  1870,  in  which  he 
says,  *' We  are  bound  to  sweep  the  State  and  elect  Clayton  to  the  Senate;  most  of  the 
Democrats  will  vote  for  us.  I  am  glad  you  are  with  us  for  Clayton."  The.  second, 
dated  November  25,  1870,  says:  '*  If  we  can  succeed  in  getting  the  returns  of  the  legal 
polls  sent  up,  I  am  satisfied  the  governor  will  disregard  the  bogus  returns  and  give  me 
the  certificate."  In  another  letter,  written  before  Clayton's  fii-st  elect  ion,  Edwards  says: 
*'  I  have  succeeded  admirably  in  squelching  cml  several  contests  in  other, counties,  ui-ged 
on  by  the  ' Brindle- tails '  in  order  to  compromise  the  contest  from  Pulaski."  ""  *  '^ 
*'  If  Clayton  should  count  the  five  townships  and  give  Boles  the  certificate,  a  howl  would 
be  raised  by  Conservatives  and  Republicans,  that  would  let  in  Brooks  and  Hodges  (two 
Republican  candidates  for  the  legislature,  who  were  contesting  for  their  seats,  and  op- 
posed to  Clayton,  one  of  them.  Brooks,  a  very  infiuential  man).,  and  keep  out  the  others 
who  had  publicly  pledged  to  his  support."  'I'he  fourth  letter  say?*:  "Clayton  has  the 
inside  track;  can  be  elected,  and  above  all  will  receive  the  support  of  all  the  Conserva- 
tives, but  if  he  should  fail  to  give  me  the  certificate,  such  a  howl  as  will  go  up  you 
never  did  hear."  In  the  fifth  letter,  dated  February  12,  1871,  and  which  was  written 
after  Clayton's  first  election  (January,  1871),  and  before  Edwards  got  his  certificate  (Feb- 
ruary 20,  1871),  Edwards  says:  "  From  the  vote  ousting  the  great  liigh  priest,  Joe  (mean- 
ing Joseph  Brooks,  the  senator,  who  had  been  turned  out  ofthe  senate  by  Clayton's  sup- 
porters), I  shall  be  under  more  obligations  to  the  governor  for  the  certificate  than  anyone 
else,  and  I  think  I  can,  in  turn,  render  him  essentiaT  service,  as  they  intend  making  war 
on  him  on  his  taking  his  seat."  I  call  attention  to  the  letter  dated  November  25,  1870, 
in  order  to  state  in  this  connection  that  Edwartls  swears  that  he  went  from  Fort  Smith, 
his  home,  to  Little  Hock,  within  ten  or  fifteen  days  after  the  election,  which  was  held 
on  the  8th  of  November,  to  see  Governor  Clayton  about  his  certificate;  that  Clayton  then 
and  there  said  that  he  (Clayton)  would  be  governed  in  issuing  the  certificate  by  the  action 
of  the  courts  and  legislature.  This  statement  shows  that  Clayton  already  had  the  re- 
turns before  him,  and  knew  the  result  of  the  returns.  Boles  swears  that  he  first  called 
on  Governor  Clayton  to  see  about  the  certifitrate,  after  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from 
the  election,  which  must  have  been  after  the  8th  of  December,  and  that  Clayton  then 
told  him  that  he  had  not  examined  the  returns  because  he  had  not  l)een  well;  that  Clay- 
ton said  nothing  about  the  result  of  the  election  as  shown  by  the  returns,  but  said  that 
Boles  might  go  to  Washington;  he  (Clayton)  guessed  the  certiiicate  would  be  all  right. 

Boles  testifies  that  he  was  the  regular  Republican  nominee  for  Congress;  that  Searlo 
was  the  nominee  of  the  other  faction;  that  Clayton  considered  him  (Boles)  opposed  to 
Clayton's  election  to  the  Senate. 

Mwards,  witness  for  Clayton,  testifies  that  he  Wiis  an  independent  Republican  candi- 
date; that  Clayton  favored  lioles's  election:  that  he  (Edwards)  was  in  favor  of  Clayton 
for  the  Senate. 

The  returns,  it  is  admitted  on  both  sides,  in  the  executive  office  showed  that  Boles 
was  elected  over  Edwards  by  a  large  majority;  but  Clayton  refused  to  give  the  certificate 
to  Boles.     The  law  of  A  rkansas  requiring  the  governor  to  issue  the  certificate  is  as  follows : 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  the  presence  of  the  governor,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  time  herein  allowed  to  make  returns  of  elections  to  the  clerks  of 
theconnty  coorts  (i.  c,  five  days  after  the  election),  or  sooner  if  all  the  returns  shall  have 
been  reodved,  to  cast  up  and  arrange  the  votes  from  the  several  counties,  or  such  of 
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tbem  as  have  made  returns  for  such  persons  voted  for  as  members  of  Congress,  and  the 
governor  shall  immediately  thereafter  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  the  persons  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes  to  be  duly  elected  to  represent  the  Stiite  in  the  House  of 
Kcpresentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  grant  a  certificate  thereoi" 
under  the  seal  of  the  State  to  the  person  so  elected.*' — (Statutes  of  Arkansas,  1868,  page 
325,  section  50.) 

Governor  Clayton  refused  to  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  Boles  elected,  and  never 
did  issue  to  him  the  certificate  of  election.  His  only  excuse  for  refusing  to  comply  with 
the  law  above  quoted  is  that  a  few  days  after  the  election  certified  copies  of  ailidavits, 
accompanied  by  a  petition  purporting  to  be  signed  by  sevenil  candidates  for  the  legisla- 
ture in  Pulaski  County,  asking  him  not  to  count  the  returns  from  that  county,  on  account 
of  alleged  frauds,  were  laid  before  him.  These  certified  copies  arc  signed  by  Stoddard 
(brother  of  Chauncey  Stoddard,  who  bribed  Prigmore)  and  other  members  of  the  legis- 
lature. When  Clayton  was  6n  the  stand  he  could  not  recognize  the  handwriting  of  bat 
two  of  these  petitioners,  though  he  knew  them  all  well,. and  these  two  are  Howard  (a 
Democrat)  and  Chamberlain  (a  Conservative,  who  was  his  political  friend  and  voted  for 
him  for  Senator).  Why  certified  copies  of  affidavits  were  used  no  witness  explains.  Why 
only  the  signatures  of  Howard  and  Chamberlain  are  proved  (and  that  by  Clayton  only) 
to  be  genuine  the  committee  were  not  informed.  But  here  comes  in  an  extraordinary  fact 
which  may  be,  and  in  my  opinion  is,  the  key  to  the  mystery.  No  one  ever  saw  thosi'  affida- 
vits and  petition  until  this  investigation  commenced,  though  Clayton  says  he  received 
them  the  17th  of  November,  1870,  so  far  as  the  testimony  shows,  except  Clayton  and 
Chamberlain.  R.  J.  T.  White,  secretary  of  state,  swears  he  never  saw  them.  Barton,  Clay- 
ton's private  secretary  and  brother-in-law,  and  his  witness,  makes  no  reference  to  the 
existence  of  these  affidavits  and  the  petition.  And  when  Clayton  was  asked  how  these 
papers  came  to  be  in  his  possession  now,  his  significant  reply  was  that  when  he  vacated 
the  executive  chair  he  retained  them,  '*  deeming  they  would  probably  be  of  some  im- 
portance in  the  future.'*  Boles  also  swears  that  in  his  interview  with  Clayton,  thirty 
days  after  the  election  (about  8th  December),  when  Clayton  told  him  to  '^  go  on  to  Wash- 
ington; he  [Clayton]  guessed  the  certificate  would  be  all  right,"  Clayton  did  not  even 
refer  to  the  existence  of  these  affidavits  and  this  petition. 

Another  piirt  of  this  history  necessary  to  l>c  known  is  this:  Chamberlain  and  Howard 
were  beaten  by  the  returns  first  made  from  Pulaski  County.  The  clerk  of  the  county, 
McDiarmid,  had  received  two  sets  of  poll-lists;  had  rejected  one  and  certified  the  other 
and  sent  it  to  the  secretary  of  state.  The  one  certified  defeated  Edwards  and  elected 
Boles — defeated  Chamberlain,  Howard,  Gantt,  Mitchell,  and  others,  and  elected  J.  L. 
Hodges  {ind  others. 

It  was  all- important,  therefore,  in  order  to  justify  issuing  the  certificate  to  Edwards, 
that  the  rejected  polls  in  Pulaski  should  be  counted,  and  the  polls  certified  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state  should  be  rejected.  When  Edwards  called  on  Governor  Clayton,  about  ten 
or  fifteen  days  after  the  election,  they  and  Chamberlain  held  a  conference,  and  it  was 
then  and  there  agreed  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  get  the  returns  excluded  by  Mc- 
Diarmid sent  np.  Chamberlain  sued  out  from  the  supreme  court,  then  cousisting  of 
McClure,  Bowen,  and  Wilshire  (another  adherent  and  appointee  of  Clayton),  a  manda- 
mus to  this  clerk.  A  case  was  made  and  the  court  decided  that  the  excluded  polls  were 
the  legal  votes.  But  still  the  certificate  was  not  issued,  though  this  decision  was  ren- 
dered two  days  before  the  legislature  met.  The  election  for  Senator  was  yet  to  take 
place,  and  the  support  of  Edwards  and  the  Democrats  was  to  be  given.  The  ele«-tioQ 
occurred  on  the  11th  of  January,  1871,  and  all  the  Democrrats  except  five  votetl  for  Clay- 
ton. He  accepted  the  position  as  Senator  and  still  would  not  issue  the  certificate.  Two 
of  the  candidates  for  the  house  in  Pulaski  County,  Gantt  and  Mitt:hell,  had  proposed  to 
Clayton,  Edwards,  and  their  friends  that  they  must  desist  from  this  (tontest  for  seats  if 
Clayton  would  issue  the  certificate  to  Edwards.  When  Clayton  was  elected  on  Januaiy 
U,  as  above  stated,  Gantt  (who  was  authorized  by  Mitchell  to  act  for  him)  complained 
because  Edwards  was  not  commissioned.  On  January  27  Gantt  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  house: 

To  the  honorable  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Arkansaa : 

I  learn  from  the  published  proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  city 
papers  of  this  date  that  it  was  announced  in  your  honorable  body  on  yesterday  that  H 
had  retired  from  any  contest  for  a  seat  therein,  and  that  the  protest  and  papers  presented 
on  the  first  da}'  of  your  session  by  Hon.  L.  B.  Mitchell  and  myself  to  abandon  our  con- 
test on  condition  that  a  certificate  of  election  as  member  of  Congress  was  issued  to  Gen- 
eral John  Edwards.  I  certainly  understooil  this  to  be  fully  assented  to,  and  in  compli- 
ance with  that  agreement  prepared  a  formal  abandonment  of  the  contest,  in  writing,  to 
be  used  only  after  such  certificate  should  have  been  i.ssued  lo  General  Edwards. 

Believing  that  General  Edwards  had  been  legally  elected  a  member  of  Congress^  and 
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that  he  could  render  efficient  service  in  that  capacity,  but  fearing  that  the  issuance  of 
his  certificate  of  election  was  likely  to  be  delayed,  if  issued  at  all,  and  desiring  that  it 
should  be  issued,  we  consented  to  surrender  our  individual  rights  in  the  premises  for 
what  we  considered  to  be  the  public  good. 

Hon.  L.  B.  Mitchell  and  I  are  able  to  show,  by  the  most  indubitable  evidence,  that 
we  were  legally  elected  representatives  from  the  tenth  district,  and  respectfully  ask  that 
we  be  afibrded  an  opportunity  of  doing  so;  that  the  papers  connected  with  our  contest 
be  rereferred  to  the  committee  on  elections,  and  that  we  may  have  a  fair  and  impartial 
hearing. 

R.  S.  GANTT. 

Before  the  date  of  Gantt's  letter  the  court  had  decided  that  the  excluded  polls  were  the 
legal  votes  in  Pulaski  County,  which  gave  Edwards  a  majority  of  50,  and  the  legislature, 
by  joint  committee,  had  decided  the  same  cjuestiou  in  the  same  way.  This  result,  let  it 
be  remembered,  was  all  Clayton  said  he  desired  to  decide  to  whom  he  would  issue  the 
certificate.  Hence  Gantt  complained,  because  the  agreement  had  been  carried  out  by 
him  and  the  other  Democrats  and  Clayton  had  not  issued  the  certificate  to  Edwards. 

I  will  now  state  some  facts  which  furnish  an  explanation  of  this  delay  or  refusal. 
The  fact  is  sworn  to  by  many  witnesses  on  both  sides;  indeed,  it  is  admitted  by  Clayton 
that  during  the  canvass  for  the  election  for  the  legislature  and  Congressmen  he  pledged 
himself  to  his  political  friends  that  he  would  not  if  elected  Senator  accept  the  position 
and  leave  Lieutenant-Governor  Johnson  in  office  to  become  governor.  This  pledge  was 
on  him  at  his  first  election  in  January.  He,  as  is  alleged,  had  a  proceeding  quo  warranto 
instituted  against  Johnson  to  turn  him  out  of  ofiice  on  the  sole  ground  that  Johnson, 
who  was  elected  with  Clayton  in  the  spring  of  1868,  and  had  been  in  office  for  over  two 
years,  and  presiding  over  the  senate  by  virtue  of  his  office,  had  not  taken  the  oath  of 
office  as  lieutenant-governor  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  This  was  more  than 
even  the  supreme  court  of  Arkansas,  constituted,  as  I  have  shown  it  was,  could  stand. 
The  quo  warranto  failed,  and  Clayton  kept  his  pledge  by^  resigning  the  Senatorship. 

The  Democrats  and  Conservatives  then  became  furious.  Gantt  sent  in  his  letter  to 
the  house.  Articles  of  impeachment  were  preferred  against  Clayton  in  the  house,  and 
fourteen  of  the  friends  of  Clayton,  to  prevent  their  presentation  to  the  senate,  deserted 
the  senate  and  '*took  to  the  brush."  The  certificate  was  issued  to  Edwards,  and  Gantt 
and  Mitchell  gave  up  the  contest  for  their  seats.  From  this  time  to  the  date  of  Clayton's 
second  election,  on  the  15th  March,  1871,  two  other  means  were  adopted  to  secure  his 
election.  They  constitute  the  foundation  on  which  the  sixth  and  seventh  specifications 
rest. 

1  will  now  proceed  with  the  evidence  bearing  on  the  Clay  ton- Ed  wards  agreement. 

Boles  testifies  that  Clayton  was  unfriendly  to  his  nomination;  that  during  the  canvass 
Clayton  asked  lor  his  support  for  the  Senate,  and  he  told  Clayton  that  he  must  stand 
neutral  between  him  and  McDonald. 

Edwards,  witness  for  Clayton,  as  has  already  been  shown  by  his  letters  to  McConnell, 
was  supporting  Clayton.  He  says  in  substance,  "Clayton,  Chamberlain,  and  I  agreed 
on  the  investigation  which  was  to  change  the  result  in  P.ulaski  County  by  which  I  would 
get  a  majority.  Chamberlain  agreed  to  take  the  matter  in  hand.  Chamberlain  may 
have  told  me  that  he  was  moving  in  the  investigation  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Clay- 
ton. Clayton  and  I  agreed  on  the  matter  as  any  two  would  agree  to  any  proposition.  I 
always  saw  Clayton  privately.  Chamberlain  told  me  that  he  had  talked  with  Clayton  and 
that  Clayton  desired  the  investigation  to  go  on — ^just  such  an  investigation  as  afterward 
took  place.  [Investigation  here  referred  to.  was  the  one  afterward  conducted  by  a  joint 
committee  of  both  houses,  Samuel  Mallory,  senator,  chairman,  for  the  double  purpose — 
first,  to  furnish  a  ground  for  issuing  a  certificate  to  Edwards,  and,  secondly,  to  exclude 
certain  candidates  from  Pulaski  and  other  counties  who  were  opposed  to  Clayton's  elec- 
tion, and  who  by  the  returns  then  in  the  executive  office  were  elected.]  Chamberlain 
always  said  he  desired  Clayton's  election.  I  left  home  on  my  way  to  Washington  about 
the  2;M  of  February;  was  inlbrmed  by  letter  before  leaving  home  that  I  would  get  my 
certificate.  [Certificate  was  issued  the  20th  February.]  1  hciird  a  rumor  of  this  bar- 
gain between  Clayton  and  myself  before  the  certificate  was  issued;  denied  it  privately 
but  not  publicly.  Gantt  told  me  that  if  the  investigation  (by  Mallory  committee)  was 
made  I  would  go  to  Congress  and  he  and  Mitchell  would  in  that  case  withdraw  from 
their  contest.  The  polls  which  McDiarmid,  the  clerk  of  Pulaski  County,  had  excluded 
were  counted  by  the  Mallory  committee,  and  those  he  returned  were  rejected;  iliis  gave 
me  50  majority.  The  Mallory  committee  reported  after  Clayton's  first  election.  No 
one  ever  approached  me  on  the  subject  of  a  bargain  further  than  as  to  the  withdrawal  of 
Gantt  and  Mitchell.  I  probably  wrote,  letters  urgin;^  Clayton's  election.  My  first  in- 
terview with  Governor  Clayton  about  njy  ccrtilieatc  was  ten  or  fifteen  days  after  the 
c]c*<:tion.     He  said  in  that  interview  he  would  be  governed  by  the  action  of  the  courts 
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and  the  legislature.  iX'UKX'rats  and  Clayton  Kepublie-ans  (old  me  the  sunie  thing.  Both 
Cl'iyton  and  White,  seeretarv  of  state,  told  me  the  eleetion  returns  were  hitc  oomiog 
in/' 

McConiK'll  hay>:  "•(ioxeiiior  Clayton  MipiMrted  E4lwanlA  in  the  eleetion.  He  told  nie 
he  would  issue  the  eertilicate  to  Edwanls.  Nt-al.  DenuM-nit,  told  me  that  there  werep^at 
itmiidaints  amou>;  the  IH'inm-nits  that  Clayton  ha<t  not  «;iven  theivrtitieate  toEdwordn. 
1  told  Clayton  ot*  the  f-oniplaint:  there  was  at  that  time  a  eoiilition  iK'tween  the  iK'rao- 
rrats  and  Hrindlc-tails  to  unseat  Clayton  men  in  the  legislature.  1  told  him  WhitesidcR, 
elected  sheriU'ot'Oawtbrd  County,  liad  not  reeeivt**!  his  commission,  and  suKpeftted  that 
he  cimimission  Whitesides  to  (-onciliate  tlu'  DenwH-r.its.  Clayton  assented,  and  inffirmed 
me  that  he  would  i.ssue  the  certilicate  to  Edward.s.  ]Ies;iid,  houe\er,  that  eommiflHioD- 
m^  Whiteside:^  would  raise  a  howl  anion*;  the  ultra- Ivcpuhlicans.  1  siiw  (inntt  on  th<3 
luorninj;  of  Clayton's  second  eliM'tion:  told  him  Clayton  had  fullilUcl  his  pledge  by  imi- 
in;;  the  certitirate  to  FMwanls  and  that  he  Kiantt)  ought  to  dosometliinKt'orhini;  Ganti 
s;iid  h«*  w<mld  go  out  ami  do  w  hat  he  could.  .1  udge  Walker,  of  Washington  County,  nent 
wortl  hy  Edwards  to  Clayton  that  if  he  tr»*atwi  ICdwards  right  Walker  would  urge  biii 
n-pr«\H<«ntativcs,  Owen  and  Cai.ilotl*  and  oth*»rs.  to  vote  lor  him. 

"While  the  iiniM>achment  was  |x'nding  ag:unst  Clayton,  Edwanls  told  me  he  could 
not  do  much  to  relieve  him  unless  he  (  Edwards  i  got  his  certitimte,  and  ofked  me  to  tell 
Clayton  thtit  Edwards  .>4ays  that  Clayton  had  pronuMMl  t(»  give  him  the  certitieate  and 
\\iis  only  >\.iiting  lor  a  re})ort  from  the  Maliory  connuitt<H.*;  that  the  report  had  lieen 
made  and  the  decifdon  of  the  court  in  the  mandamus  ca.si*  rendere<1,  and  that  he  wanted 
his  crrliticate.  I  told  Clayton,  ami  the  certilit-ate  was  given  the  same  or  the  next  day. 
The  imiMMchmcnt  was  on  the  Kith,  an<l  the  certificate  wom  issueil  on  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 1  w;ls  a<ting  as  tlie  nie<lium  of  i'ommunication  iK'tween  (*hiyton  and  various 
I>arties. " 

ChamlH'rIain.  witness  tor  Clayton.  .Niys:  "(iantt  placed  the  matter  of  bin  renignation 
to  iLssist  Edwards  in  my  hands,  and  s;ii<l  that  he  n'prcMMititl  Mitchell  also.  \\y  obanging 
tlir  H'turns  from  Tula-ski  County.  I'2<lwards  would  1h'  S4'atcd.  1  pn>]M«<ed  this  to  Eilwards, 
and.  with  his  appn>\al.  stiw  (Governor (May t<m  alHmt  it:  when  the  h^gislatun'  met  a  tvmO' 
hit  ion  wa**  introdu('<Ml  to  raise  a  <'(mimitt(H\  .ludge  lioweii.  Tankersley.  uiid  Judge 
lU'niH'tt  were  prcM'Ut  when  1  s;iw Clayton.  Clayton  told  me  to  hurr\  up  the  mandanmii 
ra>«>.  and  to  grt  tlH*  othrr  returns  tnmi  Puhiski  County.  I  was  a  sup|M>rter  of  Clayton. 
and  op|Nis4>d  r»o)cs.  E<l\\ards  was  urgent  for  tht*  invest ig:itii»n.  .ludgr  I*«)wen  fumiidied 
the  nam«-s  <if  the  committee  to  me.  and  I  handtMl  them  to  Tankersley.  the  speoker. 
Tank«rsN\  Irit  otf(".  C.  Wati-i-sand  put  on  Mr.  Ham,  I  K»cause  Waters  w;tsdihitor>' about 
the  matter.  .Iiulgc  licnni'tt.  then  circuit  Judge,  went  into  the  house*  and  uixt'd  Watera 
toa<-t.  .<<Niii  alter  lU'iini'tt  wasapiM>int(Ml  supreme  ct»urt  judgt*.  .hidgeW'ut kins  brought 
a  pa)H*i  to  uiv  fn»in  (iantt.  pn»iNi^ing  ti»  decline  a  ciMitest  tor  his  and  MitcbelPs  Heats  if 
Clayton  w(»nld  ixsuc  a  (-ertiti<-ate  to  Edwanls.  Bennett  ttN)k  tin*  ]>a]M*r  to  Clayton,  n*- 
tuiiicd.  and  >siid  Clayt(»ii  uould  not  •«igii  it.  (iantt  .^'iit  in  a  letter  to  the  h<»UM*  ntating 
hi*  \\ouid  rhiiiii  his  H'at  uiilc*«>«  the  agri*emciit  to  is*>ue  thi'  (*4*rtific:ite  to  FM wards  wan 
(.tnit-tloiit  Tht' cert i lira tf  \\:i>  ixoUMl.  an<l  (iantt  ami  Mitchell  \\ithdn*w.  Saw  p(ifH*r 
'roin  (iantt  in  .hidgc  Watkiiis's  hands  rontaining  his  pnifiosition  alMiut  Eilwank*.  awt 
'^tjiid  thr  f;irt  t(»  Clavtoii.  I'lOWtMi.  ami  IVnnett.  Thi*«  was  not  hmg  Im-Ioh*  the  Maliory 
e«>nniM(trr  v  as  rais<'d.  I  siipiKMM'd  lU'iniftt  to  Ih'  one  of  Claytoirs  ronfldential  iidviHerN 
iiiid  iiiriMU;  alm<»^t  ahxaxs  s;i\\  him  in  Clayton's  oflire.  and  s;iw  him  fri'qnently  on  the 
tiiNii  ni  till'  liou<M*.  'I'lic  iiKiiii  ohjcri  of  til*'  in\«-*>tigation  was  to  MMt  l^dwardf*  in  Con- 
i:ii-^'^  till*,  wax  iiiidrrsttNifl  all  n>und  It  wa?«  iindi'i-Ht«NNl  hy  mi>  in  advunct*.  ami.  I  hu|>- 
)H)<Mil.  .:I<Mi  hy  1hi\\<'|i:  that  the  committee  of  iinestigatitm.  wlKiM'tiauicH  liowen  gave  me 
to  h:ii)il  to 'laiikci<«lcy.  uoiild  rr]Niit  so  as  to  M*:it  Edwanls.  Ik»wen  was  then  Mipreme 
jnd^r.  and  1  think  .hidge  IWMinett  knew  all  alnmt  the  committ<*e.  IMwanU  leH  the 
inaitrr  nf  \\\v  iii\«'«<tigatioii  with  me.  rtfjiicHting  m<'  ti»  do  all  1  t-oiild.  which  1  pn>raiM^l 
III  dii.  1  told  him  he  mmht  no  hom«*  and  nM  iierfrctly  «":isy;  that  hr  would  get  hi!«  i-er- 
titiiatf  1  tiild  Tankersley  that  thon*  were  thr  nami-sof  men  he  waM<l«'sin*<l  to  appoint 
on  tin*  Maliory  commit  ttf.     I  think  1  told  hiiu  that  llowcii  sent  tli«*in." 

r».titlc.  DciiKM'nit.  sivs:  "I  votcfl  for  Clavton  on  his  tiM  «dc<-tion:  alter  the  eleetion 
my  tti<-nd>«  told  mc  they  had  )>lcdgi><l  ni<*  to  Cla>tim  tt>  vote  l<»r  him  lM>lbn'  the  election; 
1  \o!eil  liir  (Mayttm  to  mak«*  .lohnHiii  go\erm»r.  *' 

Wliit«".  ^iiH'tary  of  state,  sjiys:  *'  Ma<l  no  evi<lenre  of  the  elwtion  in  my  oflice.  exi'ept 
tlu*  n-turii-:  the  returns  in  e\ery  view  shoueil  iSoles  hail  a  mai<»rity:  the  governor  pro- 
dueid  iHi  )i:i|NTH  on  which  Ik*  n'lie<I  in  i'«.<*iiing  the  rertithiite  to  I'dwards:  J  iwm-d  il 
iiiiih  r  hi^  dirtetion.  The  clerk  in  my  ofVn e  tir'^t  informed  me  that  (Governor  Clayton 
had  deeidid  to  i«<*iie  the  (rrtitlnite  toEfh\aitIs:  I  asked  htm  ou  what  ground:  if  the  gov- 
ernor had  t.M\»nany  rea*»on.  He  •-aiil  n«»ne:  and  I  t«dd  him  to  make  a  written  uirmo- 
raiiilnm  of  the  transiction.  whieh  wa^  tlone  Then- \% ere  noalVidu\it'»iir  |ieti(itiii  tuui'bing 
the  eIe<'tioii  hnnight  t«>  my  notiiv  by  iJ<ivern«»r  Clayton." 
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W.  S.  Olivir,  witness  for  Clay  ton,  says:  "  Clayton  advocated  the  election  of  Boles  and 
♦.he  Uepublicau  ticket  for  the  legislature  in  Pulivski  County;  Clayton  advocated  the  elec- 
tion of  Brooks  and  lIodj;;es  in  that  county  in  all  his  conversations  with  me."  (We  will 
see  directly  what  measures  Clayton  advoc^ited  to  keep  them  from  their  seats  when  it  was 
known  they  were  opposed  to  his  nomination  for  Senator.) 

Catterson  says:  "Isaac  C.  Mills  was  Democratic  candidate  i'or  sheriff  in  Pulaski  County 
in  1870;  he  was  supported  by  Clayton's  political  friends;  was  afterward  appointed 
United  States  marshal  for  the  eastern  district  of  Arkans;is  hy  President  Grant,  on  Clay- 
ton's recommendation.  Ilarrinj^ton,  now  United  States  district  attorney  for  Arkansas, 
supported  and  worked  for  Mills,  and  was  generally  understood  to  have  supported  Ed- 
wards in  his  contest  for  his  certilicate." 

Having  ])rcsented  these  liicts  to  show  the  intention  of  Governor  Clayton  in  issuing  the 
ceriiticjiie  to  Edwards,  I  will  now  give,  very  briefly,  the  action  of  the  Mallory  cohimit- 
tee,  which  was  raised  in  the  legislature  to  investigate  the  elections  in  Pulaski  County, 
and  framed,  as  Chamberlain's  evidence  clearly  shows,  with  a  view  to  decide  in  tavor  of 
Edwards.  Heing  a  Joint  committee,  they  appointed  Senator  Mallory  chairman,  and  i)re- 
lended  to  imx-eed  with  the  investigation. 

Joseph  Brooks  was  contesting  for  his  seat  as  senator,  and  held  a  certilicate  of  election 
from  the  count v  clerk. 

J.  L  Hodges,  Gantt,  and  Mitchell  nere  contending  lor  their  seats,  and  held  certiti- 
c.it**s.  Chamberfaiu,  Goad,  and  Pilkington  were  also  contendingas  opposing  candidates. 
The  latter  were  known  a>*  Clayton  men.  General  Upham  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
committee.  1  should  say  that,  by  the  returns,  the  Clayton  men  were  defeated,  so  the 
investigation  had  a  double  purpose — to  seat  Edwards  in  Congress  and  to  seat  Chamber- 
lain, Goad,  and  Pilkington,  who  favored  Clayton's  election. 

Chamberlain,  Clayton's  witness,  says:  ''The  following-named  witnesses,  whose  tes- 
timony appears  in  the  report  of  the  Mallory  committee,  were  never  examined  by  the 
committee,  to  wit:  J.  W.  Kaybun,  Calvin  Pemberton,  Milo  Arbuckle,  John  W.  Mooney, 
Isham  White,  Harvey  Harrison,  and  K.  K.  Carlisle.  I  took  their  allidav its  myself.  1 
took  some  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  who  wa,s  a  Democrat.  General  Upham,  secre- 
tary of  the  committee,  who  was  a  warm  friend  of  Governor  Clayton,  told  me  he  desirc<l 
a  quiet  place  to  take  the  testimony  of  certain  witnesses.  He  said  many  desired  to  tes- 
tify whose  testimony  he  did  not  want,  among  them  Joseph  Brooks  and  J.  L.  Hodges. 
I  got  the  key  to  the  law-office  of  Faust  &  Katclitfe  at  Upham 's  request.  The  office  was 
in  a  room  in  the  rear  of  the  l)uilding,  approached  by  a  dark  passiige  in  which  there  was 
no  light.  One  member  of  the  committee  came  that  night,  Mr.  Cohn,  I  think,  member 
of  the  house,  devoted  to  Clayton,  and  who  was  afterward  appointed  clerk.  The  com- 
mittee had  met  l)efore  in  Upham's  office,  across  the  street  from  the  State-house."  (The 
witness  does  not  say  whether  any  w-itnesses  were  examined.) 

Hodges  says:  "I  endeavored  to  get  before  the  Mallory  committee  to  testify,  but  never 
(;ould*sur(!eed.  I  was  never  notified  of  the  time  and  place  to  tfike  proof  I  went  one 
night  by  appointment  of  the  committee,  but  there  was  no  member  of  it  present.  Fail- 
ing in  my  etlbrts  to  get  before  the  committee,  I  called  upon  General  I'pham,  the  secre- 
tary, and  proposed  that,  as  I  could  do  no  better,  that  he  should  take  my  testimony. 
After  making  my  statement  for  some  minutes,  I  discovered  he  Wiis  taking  down  what  I 
had  not  raid.  I  charged  it  upon  him,  but  he  would  not  allow  me  to  make  the  correc- 
tions. The  testimony  reported  by  the  Mallory  committee  as  mine  was  not  given  by 
me. " 

P>attle  says:  "Was  a  member  of  the  joint  investigating  committee  of  which  Mallory 
was  chairman.  The  committee  sat  a  few  times,  examined  Chainberloin,  Hartman^  Web- 
ster, John  Reigler,  N.  L.  Pears,  S.  R.  Harrington,  Hagan  Green,  and  Jan.  V.,Hif<h.  [It 
will  be  observed  that  the  witnesses  whose  names  are  italicized  were  no  doubt  very  s\Nilt. 
Fitch  did  the  registration  that  they  were  investigating.  Chamberlain,  after  advising 
with  Clayton,  Bowen,  Bennett,  and  Edwards,  got  up  the  investigation  at  Edwanls's  and 
Clayton's  request,  and  furnished  the  naniesof  the  committee  to  Tankersley,  the  .speaker, 
and  the  committee  called  in  those  special  friends  of  Clayton,  whose  names  are  italicized, 
to  do  the  swearing.]  The  witness  says  Hodges  was  not  examined  before  the  committee. 
!  did  not  know  that  the  report  of  the  committee  was  going  to  be  made  until  it  was  an- 
nounced in  the  house.  I  did  not  unite  in  it,  nor  approve  it.  It  was  made  by  C.  C.  Wa- 
ters, in  the  house,  who  w-as  afterward  appointed  jndge  of  the  criminal  court  in  Phillips 
County.     AVaters  was  never  present  when  the  committee  sat." 

Joseph  Brooks  says :  "In  an  interview  held  by  Governor  Clayton,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Johnson,  Jndge  Bowen,  J.  L.  Hodges,  and  myself,  just  before  Governor  Clayton's 
second  election,  that  Governor  Clayton  then  stated  to  him  that  the  Mallory  committee 
and  its  proceedings  were  projected  simply  for  the  purpose  ofa  counter  pressure  to  a  fight, 
which  he  understood  that  we  were  putting  up  on  him  in  Washington."  Brooks  told  him 
"  that  he  and  Hodges  had  been  wrongfully  and  outrageously  and  unlawfully  kept  out 


412  SENATE  ELECTION  CASES. 

of  their  seats,  through  his  inQuence  chieftly,  through  the  power  of  the  star-ohambt'i 
Mallory  committee."  These  statements  are  corroborated  fuJly  by  the  witness  Hodjies, 
and  are  not  denied  by  Governor  Clayton.  To  the  account  of  this  interview,  as  given  by 
Brooks,  who  is  a  very  intelligent  man,  I  especially  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senata 

As  the  tifih  and  sixth  specifications  of  charges  both  relate  to  the  means  employed  to 
remove  Lieutenant-Governor  Johnson  from  office,  and  thus  remove  the  last  obstacle  to 
Clayton's  coming  to  the  Senate,  1  will  treat  them  both  together. 

The  proceeding  by  quo  u-nrranto  has  already  been  referred  to.  It  was  instituted  for 
no  other  pnrpose  than  to  fultill  the  pledge  which  Clayton  had  given  his  friends  repeat- 
edly, that  he  would  not  accept  the  Senatorship  until  he  had  made  way  with  Johnson. 
When  that  proceeding  failed,  his  friends  holding  him  to  the  pledge,  he  resigned,  under 
the  first  election.  In  the  mean  time  much  bitterness  had  been  engendered  and  division 
taken  place  among  his  friends  and  opponents  in  the  legislature  growing  out  of— first, 
the  indignation  of  some  at  his  attempt  to  overthrow  Johnson  on  so  frivolous  a  pretext; 
secondly,  the  attempt  made  by  his  partisans  to  impeach  Lieutenant-Governor  Johnson; 
third,  his  resigning  the  Senatorship,  and,  fourth,  his  delay  in  carrying  out  theanrreemcnt 
with  General  Edwards.  The  impeachment  of  Johnson,  which  was  another  clfi»rt  uudc 
to  get  rid  of  him,  was  baaed  upon  a  ground  as  frivolous,  if  possible,  as  the  ground  upon 
which  the  quo  warranto  was  instituted.  The  charge  against  Johnson  was  that  ho  was 
guilty  of  *'  high  misdemeanors  and  maladministration, ' '  because  he  swore  in  Joseph  Brooks 
as  a  member  of  the  senate  on  his  certificate  of  election  which  he  presented  after  having 
appealed  in  vain  to  Senator  O.  P.  Snyder  and  Senator  O.  A.  Hadley,  zealous  partisans  of 
Clayton,  to  present  his  certificate  to  the  senate.  And  just  here  I  will  break  the  thread 
of  my  views  in  order  to  show  how  this  matter  was  manipulated  by  Governor  .Clayton. 
Brooks  says:  "  I  held  a  certificate  of  election  as  senator;  I  asked  both  Snyder  and  Had- 
ley to  present  my  certificate  and  they  declin€d;  I  was  kept  out  of  the  senate  until  after 
Clayton's  first  election;  was  then  sworn  in  on  presenting  my  certificate;  I  moved  the 
reference  of  my  credentials  to  the  committee  on  privileges  and  elections;  the  committee 
reported  unanimously  that  I  was  entitled  to  my  seat.  Eight  days  after  1  was  admitted 
I  oflered  several  bills;  one  was  to  make  a  disposition  of  the  swamp  lands,  estimate<i  at 
several  millions  of  dollars.  There  were  before  the  legislature  what  was  called  the  levee 
bill,  intended  to  appropriate  the  same  lands  for  railroads.  Just  after  I  introduced  the 
bill  Senator  Mallory  moved  a  recess;  it  was  taken,  and  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  sen- 
ate assembled.  Senator  Young,  from  the  committee  on  privileges  and  elections,  ma<le 
another  report  to  unseat  me  and  to  seat  my  opponent,  Riley,  a  Democrat.  No  evidence 
had  been  taken  by  that  committee.  1  had  not  received  any  notice  of  contest  by  Riley. 
The  previous  question  was  at  once  ordered  on  the  resolution  to  unseat  me.  1  ap|x?aled 
for  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  I  wrote  a  note  to  Senator  Sarl>cr  (a  supporter  of  Clay- 
ton) to  intervene  for  me.  He  said  he  would  consult  with  Governor  Clayton  and  let  mo 
know  if  1  could  be  heard;  he  went  and  returned,  saying  he  had  seen  Governor  Clayton, 
who  was  in  his  office  with  Judges  Bennett,  Searle,  and  Bowen,  or  McClure  (not  certam 
as  to  which  of  the  last  two  named),  and  that  they  were  consultinj^  on  the  subject;  that 
the  governor  signified  he  would  let  him  know  in  a  few  minutes;  that  he  wouhl  go  again 
and  inquire  of  the  governor  if  they  might  adjourn  the  question  over  till  morning. 

"1  heard  nothing  more  Irom  Sarber.  I  then  sent  a  message  to  Clayton  by  Joseph 
Myers,  who  returned  no  answer.  The  question  was  not  adjourned  over,  and  I  was 
ejected  from  the  senate  that  evening." 

The  above  is  a  mere  abstract  of  a  pitiful  story  told  by  a  man  of  great  intellect,  remark- 
able intelligence,  and  quick  conscience,  who,  on  account  of  his  opposition  to  Clayton's 
election  and  disapproval  of  his  conduct,  was  thus  ruthlessly  crushed  without  even  a 
hearing.     But  to  resume: 

These  two  efforts  to  depose  Johnson  having  failed,  another  election  being  necessary, 
and  his  friends  l)eing  resolved  not  to  vote  for  Clayton  until  he  got  Johnson  out  of  office, 
another  plan  was  devised.  St  rategy  now  came  into  play.  A  conference  was  held.  Brooks 
and  Hodges  were  invited  to  meet  Clayton,  Bowen,  and  Johnson.  They  met.  and  ilie  fol- 
lowing is  Brooks'saccount  of  the  interview.  ''Clayton  stated  that  he  was  ple<lged  not  to 
resign  and  leave  Johnson  to  become  governor;  that  some  arrangement  must  l)e  made  so 
that  he  could  carry  out  his  promise,  in  order  that  he  might  go  to  the  Senate.  The  meet- 
ing was  called  to  make  an  ac\justment  with  Hodges  and  myself  and  our  associates  on  the 
ticket  in  Pulaski  and  White  Counties,  and  with  Johnson.  He  repeated  his  olt  en-ex  pressed 
desire  to  be  United  States  Senator;  the  earnest  efforts  he  had  put  forth  to  seenre  it;  that 
it  was  more  than  the  dream  of  his  life;  that  be  was  very  ambitious;  his  lieart  was  set 
upon  it;  that  he  was  as  ambitious  as  Caisar;  that  he  would  not  only  be  Unittd  States 
Senator,  but  that,  if  he  had  the  opjwrtunity,  he  would  sway  the  scepter  of  univers;il 
empire.  I  answered,  he  knew  full  well  that  we  had  been  opposed  to  his  election:  th.it 
it  was  a  new  development  in  politiral  tactics  that  the  successful  party  (himself)  had  to  bo 
conciliated;  that  though  he  had  secured  his  election  by  means  we  did  not  and  eouUI  n<it 
approve,  he  should  quietly  take  his  seat  and  we  should  be  permitted  to  take  oiir^  in  ihe 
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gcncnil  assembly.  Bowen  seemed  equally  interested  with  Governor  Clayton,  and  to 
represent  Clayton's  views  and  feelings.  One  condition  necessary  to  adjustment,  they 
Wth  s:iid,  was  that  they  should  expect  and  require  that  our  Iriends  in  the  house,  not 
only  those  who  were  to  be  admitted,  but  other  Iriends  of  oUrs  who  were  then  members 
of  the  house,  should  vote  and  act  on  the  Ii<>t  Spnugs  contest  with  the  Ciaytoii  men. 
(This  was  a  contest  for  heats  in  the  lejj;islature. ) 

'*Oue  of  them  said  that  1  would  be  expected  to  use  my  influence  with  those  colored 
meml)ers  with  whom  1  was  supposed  to  have  some  influence  to  have  them  vote  against 
"the  contestants  in  the  house.  1  said  they  were  sworn  representatives  of  the  peoj)le,  and 
under  obligations  of  the  most  solemn  character  to  vote  and  act  in  that  and  every  such 
matter  in  conformity  with  the  tads  and  evidence  as  they  understood  them  when  pre- 
sented; that  if  they  Ibund,  in  their  unbiased  judgment,  that  the  contestants,  agreeably 
to  the  testimony,  were  the  members-ehct,  1  could  not,  of  course,  counsel  them  to  per- 
jure thim.«elves;  for  myself  1  claimed  to  be  lawlully  elected;  stated  to  the  governor  I 
thought  he  knew  I  was.  If  1  was  lawfully  elected,  then  I  claimed  the  seat  without  con- 
ditions and  without  pledges;  that  1  believed  mys<  If  to  be  a  L^epublican,  not  only  un- 
questioned, but  unquestionable;  that  it  admitted  to  my  seat,  on  all  political  questions  1 
would  undoubtedly  act  and  vote  with  Senator  Clayton's  friends  if  they  w  ere  Kepublicans; 
with  respect  to  general  legislation  1  did  not  regard  mysell"  under  obligations  to  Governor 
Clayton  or  anybody  else,  except  my  constituents.  Johnson  expressed  his  wish  for  an 
a^ustment  so  that  Clayton  might  go  to  Washington  and  take  his  seat.  Clayton  and 
Bowen  then  suggestetl  that  Clayton  might  retire  and  let  Johuson  try  his  hand  as  gov- 
ernor. 1  answered  that  I  thought  Clayton's  iriends  were  not  the  nun  to  be  cousuJted 
with  respect  to  the  State  administration;  that  1  lelt  a  very  great  aversion  to  any  such 
horse-swapping  on  the  subject;  that  Johuson  wa*«  as  much  lieutenant  governor  as  he  was 
goveinor;  that  he  had  been  elected,  after  the  fashion  he  had  been.  United  States  Senator; 
1  thought  the  law  ought  to  take  its  course;  that  we  required  no  conciliation  except  tor 
Clayton  to  go  on  as  Senator,  let  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Slate  take  their  course, 
and  for  them  to  suspend  what  I  designated  their  star  chamber  periormances  through  the 
Mallory  committee;  that  Hodges  and  I  and  our  associates  on  the  ticket  hi  d  been  denied 
the  rightof  a  hearing  there,  and  that  there  could  be  no  harmony  or  restoraticmof  friend- 
liness of  feeling  unless  they  either  gave  us  a  elianee  to  be  beard  lully  and  lairly  beiore 
that  committee  or  the  committee  dissolved  and  their  ex  parte  proceedings  were  cast  into 
oblivion.  Clayton  replied  that  he  thought,  if  other  matters  could  be  arranged,  that 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  with  respect  to  that  committee;  that  it  wasprojecte<l  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  a  counter-pressure  to  a  flght  which  he  understood  we  were  putting  up 
on  him  at  Washington.  1  replied  no  fight  had  been  put  up  on  him,  nor  was  any  contem- 
plated; that  we  and  our  friends  were  entirely  content  that  he  take  his  seat  unmolested; 
that  while  we  believed  we  had  been  outrageously  kept  out  of  our  seat**,  thnm;:h  his  in- 
fluence chiefly,  that  was  passed.  Cldyton  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  our  delegation 
(from  Pulaski  County)  had  been  admitted  at  the  organization  of  the  general  asst  mbly 
he  would  have  failed  of  his  election.  Finally,  late  in  the  night,  i)eiliaps  day-daun, 
Bowen  asl^ed  me  if  I  would  be  satisfied  with  any  adjustment  made  between  Clayton  and 
Johnson.  I  replied  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  such  an  adjustment,  and  would  make  no 
trouble  about  it.  We  separated  about  the  crack  of  day  without  any  lurthcr  adjustment 
than  I  have  named. 

**I  understood  Governor  Clayton's  remarks,  that  I  have  in  part  stated,  1o  be  to  the 
eflfect  that  the  Mallory  committee  was  projected  by  himself,  and  its  proceedings  carried 
forward  under  his  direction,  with  a  view,  as  he  stated  it,  to  furnish  counter  pressures 
against  a  supposed  fight  of  ours  against  him  in  Washington." 

The  foregoing  statement  of  Brooks  is  confirmed  entirely  by  PTodges.  This  proposition 
made  by  Clayton  and  Bowen  to  influence  votes  to  seat  members  without  respect  to  their 
rights,  and,  in  consideration  of  such  influence  to  be  exerted  by  Brooks  and  Hodges,  gra- 
ciously to  consent  that  Brooks  and  Hodges  might  take  their  seats,  not  being  accepted, 
stdl  another  device  was  hit  upon,  and  that  was  to  secure  his  seat  by  the  use  of  money. 
O.  A.  Hadley  was  then  delegated  to  wait  upon  R.  J.  T.  White,  secretary  of  state,  and 
alter  a  few  blandishments  he  made  the  direct  proposition  to  pay  him  $.3,000  in  money  and 
$25,000  worth  of  first-mortgage  bonds  of  the  Mississippi,  Ouichita  and  Ked  River  Rail- 
road Company  to  resign  his  office.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  this  masterly  stroke 
was  .successful.  This  was  just  before  Clayton's  second  election.  It  had  been  previously 
arranged  that  Johnson,  who  was  all  along  the  stumbling-block,  if  White  would  vacate 
his  office,  would  resign  and  accept  it;  O.  A.  Hadley  would  be  elected  president  of  the 
senate,  become  ex-officio  governor;  Clayton  would  be  re-elected  and  accept  the  place  of 
Senator.  Hadley  says  that  White's  resignation.  Johnson's  resignation  and  appointment 
to  White's  place,  and  Clayton's  nomination  all  ocpurred  within  less  than  an  hour  of  each 
other.  Why  these  events  occurred  in  such  rapid  succession  and  so  immediately  before 
Clayton's  re-election  we  will  better  understand  when  we  come  to  consider  the  last  charge. 

Now  as  to  a  few  facts  bearing  upon  the  purchase  of  White.     I  will  let  Mr.  White 


414 


SENATi:  ELECTION  CASES. 


tell  bis  own  stui y,  i)i(.'inisin;;  hy  siiyiii;^  that  it  is  not  only  uncontradicted  b.v  any  witDe>>, 
but  not  even  referred  to  by  Clayton  when  on  the  stand.  Keferring  the  Senate  to  hia 
testimony  for  the- whole  story,  1  eont<.'nt  niyseli'  with  meutioniu^ij  the  material  facts: 
'■().  A  lladley  railed  to  see  me.  lie  said  it  was  understood  and  agreed  if  I  would  re- 
si;zn  1  sluaild  not  suffer  peeuniarily,  and  that  parties  with  whoni4ie  hjid  couferrecl  !m<l 
aj^ieed  to  see  me  out,  if  1  >suffcred  i)ccuniarily,  and  he  mentioned  the  .sums  which  they 
supposed  I  would  be  a  sufferer.  He  named  a  sum,  $5,001)  and  $*J5,000  in  §^1,000  tii>t- 
mortj^aj^e  bonds  of  the  Ouaehita  and  Ked  Kiver  IJailroad  Company;  we  .sejwirated  then*. 
I  ealled  on  Johnson  to  know  if  the  thing  as  represented  was  true.  Jfo  .*iaid  S4>,  and  it 
seenuMl  to  turn  out  that  way  afterward.  I  do  not  think  1  saw  Hadley  any  more  on  the 
subject.  I  never  ealled  on  Governor Claj'ton.  He  once  pa.s.seil  me  and  a.«5kecl  me  w  hether 
Senator  lladley  had  spoken  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  1  told  him  he  had.  We  patted, 
and  there  was  nothing  more  said.  I  resigned  my  ofliee  soon  after.  1  met  Governor  Clay- 
ton in  New  York  a  short  time  after  that,  and  spoke  to  him  on  the  suhjecf;  the  matter 
was  lightly  toiuhed.  a  mere  passing  remark;  and  some  timeaiterward  I  received  a  letter 
from  him,  inclosing  a  certilicate  of  deposit  on  a  bank  in  New  York  lor  $5,000,  and 
twenty-fjve  lf?l,()()Otiist-mortgagc  bonds  ot  the  Mississippi,  Ouachita,  and  Ked  Kiver  liail- 
road.  The  letter  was  signed  by  Governor  Clayton,  and  contained  nothing  but,  *  I  in- 
close you'  thus  and  so."  AVhen  asked  if  he  understood  what  they  meant,  he  says.  *"I 
did;  the  j)apers  showed  for  themselves  what  they  meant."  The  witness  attempts  to 
show  that  other  matters  entered  into  the  con.sideration  for  accepting  this  uionej' and  the5« 
bonds,  but  it  is  a  most  "lame  and  impotent  conclusion."  He  admits  that  when  Hadley 
<-alled  (»n  hini  the  subject  of  conversiition  was  about  his  las.ses  by  resigning  his  oflietl 
and  says  that  his  .»^alaiy  and  fees  of  office  given  up  by  him  under  this  agreement  were 
w  orth  irom  $(1,0(10  to  !?7,()00  per  annum.  The  value  of  the  ]>onds  received  by  W* hite  may 
be  estimated  ))y  the  statement  of  the  witness  McLane,  who  says  that  he  st)ld  t  lie  same 
number  of  railroad  bonds  (>^*2r>,0()0)  at  ',\'2\  cents  on  the  dollar.  White's  pay  for  resigning 
his  olHce,  at  this  estimate,  would  be  over  1^1  IJ.OOO.  By  buyingotf  White,  and  apiKiinting 
•lohuson  to  bis  olbee,  an  obstacle  otherwise  insurnumntable  in  Clayton's  path  to  tht; 
Senate  was  removed.  To  api)reciate  the  \alue  ol'  this  success,  we  have  on'y  to  l)ear  in 
mind  that  witness  :r1ter  witness  who  voted  for  him  testilici*  that  unless  he  had  removed 
.Tohnson  he  could  not  have  been  elected.  His  own  party  friends  would  not  have  sup- 
ported him,  becau.se  they  were  resolved  to  do  no  act  that  would  result  in  making  John- 
J.0U  governor.  So.  by  H'moving  .bdin.son,  by  paying  White  to  resign  and  appointing 
.hdinson  to  his  place,  he  virtually  bought  the  votes  of  his  own  friends. 

The  seventh  and  last  charge  is  that  (iovernor  Clayton  purchased  ids  election  by  ap- 
jiointments  to  oHice  of  many  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  by  paying  them 
m(»ney.  It  is  answered  to  this  charge,  .so  far  as  relates  to  the  appointments  to  office, 
firM,  thjit  no  such  jigreement  was  made,  and,  secondly,  that  the  appointments,  which 
are  not  denied,  weie  made  by  Governor  Hadley,  who  succet^ded  Clayton.  Before  slating 
th<'  iaets,  I  will  remark  that  Clayton  was  elected  on  the  Llth  of  March  and  Hadley  was 
installed  as  governor  on  the  17th  of  March.  This  will  explain  why  mo.st  of  the  appoint- 
ments were  made  by  Hadley.  Clayton  was  certainly  tooshrewd  to  "pay  the  piper  l^elbre 
the  dan<'e  was  over."  Hence  he  made  but  few  appointments  before  tlie  votes  were  de- 
livered. Hesi<les,  .some  of  these  appointments  were  made  to  offices  created  during  that 
session  of  the  legislature,  and  some  of  them  by  acts  passed  after  Clayton's  election, 
though  they  and  th<'  persons  to  fill  them  had  been  agr(ied  upon  in  caucuses  of  the  Clay- 
ton nun  before  his  election.  From  the  split  which  occurred  among  his  friends  in  the 
legislature,  from  the  cau.ses  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  the  decided  opposition 
of  the  **  Ihindle-tails."  or  JJrooks  faction,  and  most  of  the  Democrats,  his  .second  electioo 
was  very  doubtful.  This  is  shown  by  the  herculean  elTorts  which  he  and  his  friends  put 
forth  for  some  t  ime  before  t  hesecond  election.  Fre(|uent  caucu.ses  were  held,  conferences 
nt  night  were  numeious.  and  continued  up  to  a  late  hour  the  night  before  the  election. 
The  doubtful  issue  of  the  contest  is  further  shown  by  the  vote  on  the  second  election. 

In  the  house,  first  election  (house  journal,  page  74): 
Votes  <'ast _ _.. _ _ _ 78 


Of  which  Clayton  received 71 

Neeessiiry  to  a  choice 40 

Majority 31 

In  the  house,  .second  election  (house  journal,  page  715): 
Votes  cast. --   .' :.       78 


Clayton  received 

'leccssarv  to  a  choice. 
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in  tiie  senate,  first  election  (senate  journal,  page  44): 
Votes  cast ^ 25 

Clayton  received _   -.. 23 

Necessary  to  a  choice ■. _ __-  13 

Majority _' _ _ _. 10 

In  the  senate,  second  election  (senate  journal,  page  272): 
Votes  cast _ 23 

* 

Clayton  received _ ._ .-.   15 

Necessary  to  a  choice .-. ..   .   12 

Majority _.     3 

Thus  it  appears  that  his  first  majority  (41)  was  rtnluced  ou  the  second  election  to  5. 
Let  us  inquire  now  whether  there  were  more  than  5  members  of  that  general  assembly 
voting  at  that  last  election  who  received  lucra-tive  appointments  iVom  Governor  Clayton, 
or  from  Governor  Hadiey  by  agreement  with  Clayton.     We  will  lii-st  take  Iladley's  own 
testimony  on  this  point.     He  says: 

I  appointed  the  Ibllowing-nameil  members  of  the  legislature  to  ottice: 

S.  W.  Mallory,  senator,  commissioner  of  claims  and  director  of  the  Mississii)pi  and 
Ouachita  Railroad  Companj'. 

"John  W.  Sarber,  senator,  trustee  of  the  industrial  university.* 

*'P.  H.  Young,  senator^  to  same  position. 

'*  Conway  Barbour,  representative,  assessor  of  Chicot  County. 

"E.  H.  Chamberlain,  representative,  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

"M.  A.  Cohn,  representative,  superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

'*!.  P.  Grady,  representative,  sherilV  Crawford  County. 

"George  Haddock,  representative,  assessor  of  Clark  County. 

W.  C.  Hazeldine,  representative,  circuit  judge. 

G.  H.  Joslyn,  representative,  county  and  probate  judge  of  Lincoln  County. 

Herbert  Marr,  representative,  circuit  school  superintendent. 
"Thoms  Orr,  representative,  as.sessor  ot*  I^a  Fayette  County. 

J.  A.  Robinson,  representative,  a^iseasor  of  Desba  County. 

C.  C.  Waters,  representative,  circuit  judge. 

E.  R.  Wiley,  representative,  justice  of  the  peace. 

C.  W.  Taukersley,  reprfesei^tative,  superintendent  of  penitentiary. 
A.  Heramin'j:way,  senator,  was  appointed  commissioner  to  locate  county  site  for  Lin- 
coln County. 

"G.  W.  Prigraore,  representative,  circuit  court  clerk  of  Jeflcrson  County,  March  17, 
1871,  the  day  Hadiey  was  installed.  1  ladley  .says  he  does  not  remember  whether  he  or 
Clayton  appointed  him." 

I  will  next  take  the  testimony  of  E.  A.  Fulton: 

D.  P.  Belden,  senator,  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  in  Hot  Springs  County. 

E.  D.  Rushing,  senator,  appointed  justice  of  the  peace. 
'A.  O*  Espey,  representative,  apoointed  justice  of  the  peace. 

Carl  Pope,  representative,  appointed  justice  of  the  peace. 

"T.  G.  T.  Steele,  representative,  circuit  court  judge. 
•  "  J.  M.  Alexander,  representative,  justice  of  the  peace. 

"James  V.  Fitch,  representative,  circuit  clerk  of  Pulaski  County  and  clerk  and  re- 
corder of  criminal  court* of  same  county." 

These  offices  (Fitch's)  are  regarded  iis  the  liest  paying  in  that  county,  and  are  worth 
about  $10, OOQ  per  year.  This  criminal  court  was  created  by  the  same  ligislatuiellhat 
elected  Clayton.  The  act  creating  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary,  to 
which  Tankersley  was  appointed,  was  also  passed  at  the  same  legislature. 

We  have  here  the  names  of  nineteen  representatives  and  six  senators — twenty- tive 
members  of  that  legislature  in, all — who  were  appointed  to  lucrative  offices,  and  all  of 
whom  are  recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  house  and  senate  as  v.oting  for  Senator  Clayton 
in  his  second  election.  Of  the  fifty-seven  men  who  elected  him,  nearly  one- half  vvcie 
appointed  to  office.  The  very  pregnant  question  arises  just  here,  How  did  this  come 
about?  Was  it  by  design  or  by  accident?  Hadiey  appointed  most  of  them,  but  why? 
What  interest  had  he  in  rewarding  men  Irom  whom  he  had  received  no  flavors,  so  lUr  as 
the  testimony  shows?  But  we  are  not  left  entirely  to  conjecture  in  solving  this  <juestion. 
There  is  much  positive  testimony  which  shows  that  many  of  these  votes  were  obtained 
by  contract.  Hadiey  admits  that  he  appointed  some  of  them  at  the  suggestion  of  Clay- 
ton.    Some  of  these  appointments  were  arranged  in  caucus  before  Clayton's  election. 
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And  just  here  I  will  remark  that  while  Clayton  Bays  he  never  attended  a  single  caacttf 
during  the  session  of  the  legislature,  his  own  wiinea*,  W.  S.  Oliver,  says  that  Clayton 
wa»  generally  present  at  all  the  caucuses.  He  attended  them  himself  and  wiw  Clayton 
there.  Cliamberlain,  also  his  witness,  says  he  attended  a  caucus  of  Hepublicaus  when 
Clayton  and  Bowen  were  present.  The  levee  bills,  the  penitentiary  bill,  and  certain 
railroad  bills  were  acreed  upon  in  caucus;  so  was  Clayton's  nomination. 

Seales,  a  Democrat  who  voted  lor  Clayton  on  the  second  election,  says  that  in  an  in- 
terview he  hud  with  (Jovernor  Clayton  before  his  election,  and  in  talking  on  that  sub- 
ject, Clayton  told  him  if  he  would  name  good  men  to  fill  the  office  of  magistrate  in  h\» 
county  he  would  appoint  them.  Hadley  was  present  and  said  he  would  agree  to  what- 
ever Clayton  said  he  would  do.  That  was  in  the  event  Hadley  became  governor.  This 
was  alter  Johnson  was  appointed  secretary  of  state,  an<l  belbre  the  election  of  Clayton. 
Hail  a  couver.^ation  on  the  same  day  with  Isaac  C.  Mills,  who  was  supporting  Clayton.  I 
think  1  told  him  I  had  assurances  Irom  Clayton  and  Hadley  that  these  appointments  would 
be  made;  told  him  1  would  suppoit  Clayton,  and  told  Mills  of  my  conversation  with 
"Clayton.  I  \oted  lor  Clayton,  and  (onsidered  when  I  voted  lor  him  that  these  vacant 
offices  in  my  county  would  be  iille<l.  1  jiave  the  names  of  some  seven  or  eight  Demo- 
crats and  hepublirans  to  Hadley  and  he  appointed  them.  Clayton  appointed  some 
before  he  resigned.  Hadley  did  not  appoint  some  I  recommended,  and  that  is  the  only 
complaint  1  nia<le  against  him.  Neal,  a  Democratic  member  of  the  house,  voted  for  the 
articles  ol  impeachment  against  Clayton  When  the  resolution  was  pa.ssed,  lourteeu 
senators,  as  before  stated,  to  break  the  quorum  of  the  senate,  and  thus  to  prevent  action 
on  the  articles  of  impeachment,  "took  to  the  brush''  (using  the  language  of  the  witness) 
and  Wire  g.»ue  a  week,  remaining  during  that  time  at  the  dwellings  of  W.  S.  Oliver  and 
Judgi'  IJowi'U,  and  visited  while  there  by  Claytv'>n.  Meanwhile  Neal  had  evidently  been 
manipulated,  lor  the  committee  managing  the  impeachment  in  the  house  was  changed 
and  Neal  appointed  by  TankersUy,  the  speaker  of  the  house,  chairman. of  that  commit- 
tee. '1  he  cummittee  on  the  second  or  third  day  after  Neal  was  appointed,  without  taking 
any  evidence  to  support  the  articles  ol  imi)earhment,  except  to  examine  some  records  in 
Claytons  ofiice,  reported  back  to  the  house  that  they  could  find  no  evidence  on  which 
to  sust;iin  the  charges.  Neal  had  two  mea.su res  of  much  importance  to  him  pending 
bcMorc  the  legislature.  He  wanted  two  courts  established  and  desired  Clayton's  influence 
to  pass  the  bill.  The  bill  was  afterward  passed.  Neal  did  not  vote  for  Clayton,  and 
gives  the  reason  why  he  did  not  vote  at  all,  that  the  election  came  off  at  11  o'cloi-k  in- 
stead of  12  o'clock  in,  the  day.  The  house  journal  shows,  page  715,  that  the  election 
was  held  in  a«  cord  a  nee  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  which  designates  12 
meridian  as  the  hour. 

MelvUne  swears  that  he  was  in  the  hou«e  when  the  election  was  going  on,  and  that  he 
saw  Neal  during  the  roll  call  get  up  and  leave  the  chamber.  '  Neal  was  also  interested  in 
a  railroad  lor  which  he  wanted  State  aid,' which  could  only  be  granted  by  the  boanl  of 
commissioners,  of  which  Clayton  was  one  of  three  members. 

The  negro  (White)  senator  was  also  a  competitor  of  Clayton's  in  the  election,  and  was 
instructed  by  his  constituents  to  vote  lor  himself.  He  did  so,  but  before  the  announce- 
ment  of  the  result  of  the  ballot,  he  rose  and  said,  '*!  change  my  vote  to  Powell  Clay- 
ton." 

MeConuell  says  that  Clayton  and  Bowen  called  at  his  room  at  a  late  hour  the  night 
beloro  the  election  and  statid  that  they  had  just  seen  White  (this  senator)  &nd  another 
member  of  the  legislature  named  Mason,  and  had  fixed  the  matter  with  them,  bat  that 
they  were  very  expensive. 

McLane  swears  that  White  told  him  he  was  visited  after  12  o'clock  the  night  before 
Ihc  last  election  of  Clayton  by  Clayton  and  Hadley;  that  they  staid  with  him  an  hour 
or  two  and  fixed  the  matter  up. 

Fulton  swears  that  White  boasted  that  he  got  $25,000  worth  of  stock  in  a  railroad  while 
he  was  senator. 

Another  witness  testifies  that  W^hite  was  charged  at  a  public  meeting  where  he  was 
present  with  having  received  $25,000  in  bonds  for  his  vote,  and  did  not  make  any  denial. 

McConnell  testifies  that  Clayton  told  him  to  say  to  Steele  (senator),  who  was  consid- 
ered doubtful,  that  he  (Clayton)  would  appoint  him  judge  of  the  circuit  court  if  he 
would  vote  for  Clayton  lor  Senator.  Steele  voted  for  Clayton  and  was  appointed  judge 
of  that  court,  rice  Searle,  resigned. 

Chamberlain  (projector,  with  Clayton  and  Edwards,  of  the  '* star-chamber  cororoitr 
tee,"  and  Clayton's  witness)  says:  ''Clayton  asked  me  to  vote  for  him  on  his  second 
election;  said  if  1  would  he  would  make  out  for  me  a  commission  as  justice  of  the 
peace  right  then.  I  voted  for  ClaytOn,  and  got  my  commission  afterward  from  JIadley. " 
He  states,  however,  that  he  did  not  vote  in  consideration  of  the  commission.  rvrcon:ra, 
let  it  be  remembered  that  between  the  first  and  second  Senatorial  elections  Chamberlain 
had  broken  out  the  traces.     The  impeachment  of  Johnson  to  depose  him,  and  thus  ful- 
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fill  Clayton's  pledge,  no  man  can  doubt,  was  Clayton's  own  work.  Here  Chamberlain 
broke.  He  opposed  that  assault  and  voted  against  it.  Hence  the  necessity  for  his  re- 
capture. McCouncll  says  that  Chamberlain  told  hiiii  Clayton  had  not  treated  him  right, 
and  if  Clayton  expected  his  support  he  must  pay  for  it. 

McConnell  spys  Clayton  told  him  just  before  his  second  election  that  Johnson  was 
going  to  be  impeached,  and  he  felt  sure  of  success,  and  asked  witness  to  assist.  Witness 
eaw  J.  P.  Grady,  representative,  and  reported  to  Clayton  that  he  thought  Grady  was 
'*  buUheaded,"  meaning  stubborn.  Clayton  said,  *'  Tell  Grady  he  can  haVe  the  sheriff's 
office,  or  anything  reasonable' ' ;  that  he  must  have  his  vote.  Mr.  Grady  voted  against 
the  previous  question  when  it  was  ordered,  on  the  motion  to  impeach  Johnson  (house 
journal,  231).  But  he  afterward  voted  for  Clayton  at  his  second  election,  and  received 
the  appointment  of  sheriff.  The  same  witness  siiys  that  Clayton  told  him,  in  the  presence 
of  Mills,  district  attorney,  that  Scales's  (Democrat)  vote  could  be  got  by  giving  him  the 
patronage  of  his  county. 

To  show  that  these  appointments  were  all  agreed  upon  before  the  Senatorial  election, 
I  will  state  that  McLane  testifies  he  was  informed  before  the  election  by  Tankersley  that 
he  (Tankersley)  would  be  appointed  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary;  by  Sarber,  that 
Mallory  would  be  appointed  commissioner,  and  that  Neal  would  get  his  railroad  aid  and 
county  bills,  and  that  Waters  would  be  ai^pointed  judge  of  the  criminal  court. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  five  members  of  the  legislature,  to  wit.  Scales,  a  Democrat; 
Chamberlain,  a  Conservative,  who  ran  on  the  ticket  in  Pulaski  County,  w^hich  was  sup- 
jwrted  by  the  Democrats;  Steele,  who  was  considered  doubtful  as  to  his  vote;  Grady,  who 
liad  refused  to  vote  for  Clayton's  measure  impeaching  Johnson,  and  White,  a  rival  can- 
didate for  the  United  States  Senate,  are  shown  by  direct  testimony  to  have  given  their 
votes  for  Clayton  as  Senator  at  the  election  under  which  he  now  holds  his  seat,  under 
promise  of  a  valuable  consideration,  which  they  afterward  received,  while  the  opposition 
of  Neal,  a  Democrat,  was  overcome  by  some  magic  influence,  supposed  to  be  a  grant  of 
State  aid  to  his  road  by  Governor  Clayton.  Clayton's  majority  on  that  election  was  five; 
the  men  whose  names  are  given  above,  excluding  Neal,  were  five  in  number,  and  all 
voted  for  Clayton. 

There  is  another  very  important  fact,  to  which  I  now  call  attention.  It  is  that  even 
the  majority  he  received  would  have  been  overcome  had  the  delegation  from  the  Hot 
Springs  district  and  Pulaski  and  White  Counties  been  allowed  to  take  their  seats.  They 
were  undoubtedly  excluded  by  the  iron  hand  of  Clayton,  and  to  prevent  their  opposition 
to  his  election.  He  had  but  one  purpose,  as  shown  by  the  evidence,  to  accomplish 
through  the  aid  of  that  body,  and  that  was  to  come  to  the  Senate.  Everything  was 
subsidized  and  subordinated  to  that  end. 

McConnell  says  that  Clayton  told  him,  when  he  took  Haymaker  to  see  Clayton  about 
his  (H.'s)  levee  bill,  that  there  were  four  levee  bills  before  the  legislature;  that  they 
were  good  to  use  for  political  purposes;  that  he  would  keep  out  of  the  fight  for  a  while, 
and  then  favor  the  bill  best  suited  for  political  purposes. 

Various  witnesses  testify  that  many  of  Clayton's  friends  and  supporters,  in  the  legis- 
lature and  outside  of  it,  were  interested  in  these  bills  and  several  railroad  bills.  Neal 
was  interested  in  a  railroad;  so  was  Sarber;  so  was  Judge  Bowen.  Judge  Bennett  was 
interested  to  the  extent  of  a  fee  of  $70,000.  And  all  these  were  looking  to  the  governor 
for  State  aid  and  his  influence. 

By  the  returns  in  the  secretary's  office  the  delegation  from  Pulaski  and  White,  opposed 
to  Clayton,  were  elected.  But  White,  the  secretaiy,  sent  in  the  roll  of  members-elect 
with  the  names  of  Clayton's  supporters  from  those  two  counties  upon  it.  Amon^;  those 
opposed  to  him  and  left  off  the  roll  were  Hodges  and  Brooks.  We  have  seen  that  Brooks 
told  Clayton  in  that  remarkable  interview  that  he  knew  that  Brooks  and  Hodges  were 
opposed  to  his  election,  and  that  he  told  him  further  he  knew  the  delegation  from  Hot 
Springs  district,  three  in  number,  were  also  opposed  to  him,  and  that  he  (Clayton)  had 
originated  the  Mallory  or  star-chamber  committee,  for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping 
these  opposition  candidates  out  of  the  legislature;  that  Clayton  did  not  deny  the  charge 
that  he  raised  the  committee,  but  simply  stated  it  was  raised  to  countervail  their  oppo- 
sition to  his  getting  his  seat  at  Washington.  We  further  know  the  proposition  that 
Clayton  then  made,  that  he  would  consent  to  admit  those  two  delegations  in  order  to 
remove  all  obstacles  to  his  election.  That  he  prevented  their  being  seated  to  secure  his 
election  is  shown  by  the  following  facts:  The  Hot  Springs  delegation,  after  being  kept 
out  of  their  seat  through  the  report  of  the  Mallory  committee  from  the  2d  day  of  Jan- 
uary until  after  Clayton's  election  on  the  ir>th  of  March,  were  finally  received  into  the 
house.  Brooks,  of  the  Pulaski  delegation,  the  most  powerful  opponent,  intellectually 
and  morally,  that  Clayton  had,  was  kept  out  until  after  the  first  election,  was  after  the 
election  declared  by  the  committee  unanimously  to  be  entitled  to  his  seat,  was,  without 
notice  or  hearing  before  the  second  election,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  privileges 
and  elections,  ejected  from  the  senate,  and  Kiley,  his  Democratic  opponent,  seated,  while 
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Hodges  and  the  other  candidates  for  the  house  from  the  Pnlaski  disrtict  were  never  per- 
mitted to  take  their  seats.  The  complexion  of  the  delegation  from  Pulaski  and  White, 
who  were  seated,  is  somewhat  motley,  not  to  say  significant.  They  were  C.  A.  Whitte- 
morc,  a  Democrat;  Kohert  A.  Howard,  Democrat;  E.  H.  Chamberlain,  Democrat  or  Con- 
servative; J.  W.  House,  Democrat;  and  Pilkington  and  .Goad,  Kepublieans.  The  scats 
of  Goad  and  Pilkington  were  contested  by  Gantt  and  Mitchell,  Democrats,  who,  it  will 
be  remembered,  withdrew  to  insure  the  certificate  of  election  to  Edwards.  Goad  and 
Pilkington  voted  for  Clayton. 

There  are  many  other  facts  which  illustrate  this  contest  for  power  and  place,  but 
having  already  extended  this  review  further  than  I  expected,  I  will  refer  to  but  few 
more. 

At  the  organization  of  the  legislature  an  armed  force  took  po.ssession  of  the  State- 
house,  and  no  one  wiis  allowed  to  enter  the  house  or  senate  except  tho.se  who  held  cer- 
tificiites  of  election.  Tankersley  entered,  as  several  witnesses  siiy,  almost  on  a  run,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  speaker's  chair  before  he  was  nominated.  The  two  houses  were 
organized  on  the  roll  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  state,  who,  it  will  be  remembered, 
excluded  from  the  list  of  membei-s-elect  some  who,  by  the  returns  in  his  office,  had  a 
majority,  but  who  were  opposed  to  Clayton's  election.  When  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment were'  about  to  be  presented  against  Clayton,  or  had  been  prelerrcd,  his  attached 
friends,  members  of  the  legislature,  and  some  outside,  formed  a  military  company  for 
the  purpose  of  oflering  resistance.  (Clayton  ordered  arms  from  the  arsenal  at  Little 
Kock  sufficient  to  arm  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  lilty  men,  and  these  arms  were 
placed  in  the  executive  office  ready  for  use.  Even  his  own  witnesses  testify  that  John- 
son, who  was  then  considered  the  head  of  the  opposition,  was  a  very  ]>eaceable  man,  and 
that  they  saw  no  demonstrations  of  force  on  the  part  of  either  Johnson  or  any  of  his 
friends.  One  witness.  Brooks,  says  that  this  armed  power  had  a  very  discouraging  influ- 
ence on  the  members  who  had  been  appointed  to  conduct  the  impeachment.  Clayton 
and  his  friends,  as  a  iiretext  for  this,  threatened  bloodshed,  saying  that  they  feared  John- 
son and  his  friends  would  endeavor  to  depose  the  governor  from  office  in  advance  of  a 
compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  State,  but  no  witness  testifies  to  any  act  which  showed 
such  an  intention. 

However  much  we  may  differ  on  the  demurrer  to  these  facts,  on  a  calm  survey  of  this 
whole  testimony  there  is  one  conclusion  as  to  which,  I  think,  all  men  will  agree.  It  is 
that  Senator  Clayton  is  responsible  for  all  the  acts  of  that  legislature,  through  its  com- 
mittees and  otherwise,  which  were  done  to  promote  his  election.  He  was  the  doer  of 
many  of  them,  and  all  the  others  were  done  by  those  who  either  stood  in  the  most  inti- 
mate personal  relations  to  him,  and  were  in  almost  daily  conference  with  him,  oi*  others 
who  were  bending  every  energy  to  accomplish  his  one  pur|M)se.  Bowen  was  the  omni- 
present and  ever  present,  his  mentor  and  monitor,  his  man  Friday,  his  very  shadow. 
Hadley  was  his  creature,  was  made  governor  by  him,  and  ol)eyed  his  mandates  to  the 
letter,  as  shown  by  the  appointments  Hadley  ma^le.  Storey  said  that  when  he  applied 
to  have  the  public  printing  restored  to  him  Hadley  answered  that  he  could  not  do  so 
until  he  consulted  Senator  Clayton,  then  in  Washington. 

Judge  Bennett,  appointed  by  Clayton  circuit  judge  a  month  after  his  admission  to  the 
bar  for  his  zeal  and  labor  in  this  contest,  was  promoted  during  that  legislature  to  the 
supreme  bench  by  the  same  benefactor.  He  of  course  was  subservient.  Judge  Mc- 
Clure,  the  recipient  of  a  like  favor,  was  alike  devoted.  Judge  Searle,  who  withdrew  in 
the  Congressional  race,  received  like  honors.  Tankersley,  whom  nne  witness  calls  Clay- 
ton's candidate  for  speaker,  devoted  to  the  end,  was  rewarded  by  being  assigned  through 
misUike  to  a  place  orrr  the  penitentiary.  And  so  with  many  others:  Who  can  doubt 
that  their  iicts  and  sayings  were  Clayton's  own  so  far  as  they  related  to  his  election? 
Who  can  doubt,  not  only  from  these  circumstances,  but  from  the  positive  evidence  in  this 
case,  that  the  five  votes  of  Scjiles,  Chamberlain,  WhitQ,  Grady,  and  Steele  were  procured 
directly  by  Governor  Clayton  for  a  valuable  consideration?  Who  can  doubt  that  he  is 
directly  resjx)nsible  for  the  exclusion  of  those  members,  ten  in  number,  whose  votes 
were  pledged  against  him,  and  who,  if  admitted,  would  have  defeated  his  election? 

Is  not  the  conclusion  irresistible  that  the  appointment  of  those  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  office  by  Hadley  wius  t  he  act  of  ('lay  ton  himself?  A  nd,  going  one  step  further,  who 
does  not  believe,  considering  the  history  of  this  transaction  and  the  extraordinary  fact  thai 
nearly  one- half  of  the  menibei's  who  voted  for  Clayton  were,  during  the  session  of  thai 
legislature  and  soon  after  his  election,  appointed,  some  to  the  most  honorable  and  some 
to  the  most  lucrative  offices  within  the  executive  patronage,  that  these  appointments 
were  the  price  of  their  votes? 

Kecurriug  now  to  the  transaction  with  I*.  J.  T.  White,  is  there  any  room  Icfl  for  doubt 
that  White  sold  out  and  that  Clayton  Ixaight  him?  Iladley  made  the  arrangement, 
Clayton  ncoiznizcd  it  by  a  simple  word  or  v.ii.k  from  White,  and  then  Clayton  paid  the 
j)ri(c  in  the  very  amount  of  money  and  of  lK>nds. an<l  the  very  class  of  liouds  (tii^t- 
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mortgage  Ouachita  and  Ked  River  Ivailroad),  which  Hadley  told  White  would  be  paid. 
And  Clay  ton  by  the  use  of  this  money  secured  the  TOtes  of  his  own  party  friends,  three 
or  four  of  whom  on  this  investigation  have  sworn  they  would  not  have  voted  for  him 
unless  he  had  removed  Johnson.  Johnson  was  removed  by  removing  Whit-e.  If  this 
be  true,  then  it  is  clear  that  Clayton  obtained  his  election  solely  through  the  power  of 
money.  l(  he  had  removed  Johnson  by  thequo  warranto  on  the  judgment  of  a  compe- 
tent court  there  would  have  been  nothing  corrupt  in  it,  or  if  the  impeachment  had 
resulted  in  deposing  him  after  u  fair  trial  it  might  have  been  considered  very  sharp  but 
not  corrupt  practice.  But  when  these  I'ailed,  and  he  had  no  other  means  left  by  which 
to  obtain  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate,  except  the  power  and  influence  of  gold,  used 
and  applied  as  it  was,  I  cannot  regard  that  means  as  other  than  corrupt.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  bargain  show  that  he  and  White  were  of  the  same  opinion.  Clayton's 
emissary  approached  White  at  a  late  hour  of  night  after  White  had  gone  to  bed — 
made  the  proposition.  The  interview  was  "short,  sharp,  and  decisive."  White  said  he 
would  consider.  When  he  and  Clayton  met  on  the  street  Clay  ton  referred  to  the  subject 
and  passed  on.  When  they  met  in  New  York  alter  the  election  White  renewed  the  sub- 
ject with  a  single  remark;  Clayton  signified  his  obligation,  and  when  Clayton  inclosed 
the  money  and  bonds,  instead  of  sending  his  own  draft  (which  would  have  an  ear-mark) 
he  sent  a  certificate,  reading  that  Jaclson  E,  Sickles  had  deposited  to  White'js  credit  in  a 
New  York  bank  $5,000. 

Taking  a  retrospective  glance  over  the  field  of  this  contest,  brought  on  by  ambition, 
made  fierce  by  party  strile,  and  ending  in  shame,  what  a  sad  spectacle  do  we  behold  ! 
Clayton's  plan  of  battle  was  laid  while  his  enemies  slept,  and  long  before  the  day  ot 
action.  Through  executive  power  he  commanded  the  situation,  held  it,  and  won,  but 
with  irreparable  loss.  We  see  executive  power  cruelly  brought  to  bear  on  Storey,  party 
ties  subrogated,  friend  and  foe  falling  without  discrimination.  We  see  legislators  obey- 
ing his  beck,  and  crushing  Brooks  and  others  at  his  nod.  We  see  the  representatives  of 
the  people  seated  and  unseated  at  his  pleasure.  And^  all  these  to  put  him  in  the  Senate  ! 
We  see  registrars  appointed  and  protected  by  him  when  charged  with  fraud.  We  see 
overtures  to  his  enemies  to  join  hands  and  wage  war  on  his  friends.  We  see  friends  and 
foes,  Democrats  and  Republicans,  following  his  banner,  each  confident  he  was  their  leader, 
and  each,  like  the  irate  knights,  seeing  a  different  color  on  either  side  the  shield.  We 
see  an  inoffensive  citizen,  honored  by  his  people  with  the  next  highest  State  office  in 
their  gift  (and  given  simultaneously  with  the  highest,  which  they  conferred  on  Clayton), 
assailed  without  cause,  by  quo  warranto,  to  gratify  ambition.  We  see  a  plain  law — so 
plain  that  he  who  runs  may  read — violated,  and  a  certificate  of  election  issued,  under  a 
bargain  made  for  his  own  promotion,  to  one  not  entitled  to  it  We  afterward  see  this 
Democratic  favorite  ejected  from  his  seat  in  Congress,  obtained  on  that  certificate,  and 
his  opponent,  a  Republican,  seated  by  a  rebuking  majority  vote.  To  furnish  an  apology 
for  this  act  we  see  him  raise  a  packed  committee  to  investigate  alleged  frauds,  and  *'  to 
report  in  iavor  of  Edwtnds. "  Wo  see  the  certificate  of  election  withheld  for  more  than 
two  months  after  it  should  have  been  issued,  and  more  than  one  month  after  the  report 
of  that  committee.  This  ambition  still  foiled,  we  .see  it  turn  again  on  .Johnson  with 
ferocity  increased  by  dl^tappointment,  and  attack  not  only  Johnson's  position  but  his 
honor.  Here  we  see  the  mercenaries  of  this  leader  of  two  opposing  parties  discover  the 
reverse  side  of  his  banner  and  desert.  A  few  of  their  opponents  desert  and  join  them  and 
turn  upon  their  former  leader.  To  escape  defeat  he  withdraws  his  adherents  to  the  head- 
quarters of  his  first-lieutenant,  Bowen,  where  they  are  quartered  for  six  days.  Strategy 
meantime  is  active.  One  of  the  opposing  leaders,  Neal,  is  cap'ured — joins  the  enemy — 
carries  a  few  followers,  and  the  combined  forces  return,  and  Neal  reports  against  im- 
peachment. Still  ambition  is  not  sated.  Still  foiled  by  its  foe,  Johnson,  it  curbs  pas- 
sion, abandons  the  open  field,  and,  encouraged  by  its  success  with  Neal,  again  resorts  to 
strategy.  An  armistice  ensues,  and  Johnson  is  invited  to  a  counsel.  We  there  see  this 
ambition  tender  gold  to  White  and  office  to  Johnson,  and  its  hitherto  unconquerable  foe 
surrenders.  Though  the  opposing  chief  surrendered,  his  followers  did  not,  and  victory 
was  not  assured.  The  stragglers,  who  had  swoni  they  would  not  advance  under  Clayton 
against  the  opposing  forces  until  their  commander,  Johnson,  had  been  either  killed  or 
captured,  hearing  of  his  capture,  returned  to  the  ranks.  This  ambition,  still  fearing  a 
field  engagement,  tried  again  the  skill  of  strate^.  Gold  and  promotion  to  office  were 
tendered  to  a  few  of  the  enemy;  they  grounded  their  arms,  joined  Clayton,  and,  thus  re- 
enforced,  he  conquered. 

Is  it  not  clear,  on  a  full  review  of  all  these  facts,  that  money,  or  its  equivalent,  alone 
gave  Clayt4^>n  his  majority  of  five?  Taking  the  buying  of  White,  by  which  Johnson  was 
overcome;  the  votes  of  the  Republicans  opposeil  to  his  election  if  Johnson  remained 
lieutenant-governor  (three  or  four  of  whom  testify  here  that  they  would  not  have  voted 
for  him  except  on  that  condition,  and  v.ho  further  swear  they  did  vote  tor  him),  and 
counting  those  with  who.n  he  Ihir^^.iiued  U)  give  Ih^Mu  lucrative  otQcjs  for  their  votes,  it 
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is  demonstrable  by  figures  that  lie  got  more  than  five  votes  (his  majority)  hy  these  two 
means. 

The  only  remaining  question,  granting  the  facts,  is,  what  is  the  law  ?  On  this  head  I 
shall  be  brief.  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  cite  precedents  or  qnote  authorities;  for  the 
single  question  is,  was  using  money  and  lucrative  offices  in  that  way  fraudulent  and  cor- 
rupt ?  If  so,  they  make  the  election  void,  and  the  Senate  may  declare  the  seat  vacant. 
If,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  such  conduct  was  not  corrupt  and  fraudulent,  there  is 
no  case  made  out.  This  I  understand  to  be  the  generally  accepted  rule  of  law  in  sach 
cases. 

I  know  there  are  some  who  go  to  the  extreme  of  holding  that  the  Senate  has  no  jurisdic- 
ti(m  over  a  Senator  for  any  offense  he  may  have  committed  prior  to  the  moment  of  his 
election,  even  though  the  act  was  bribery  in  securing  his  election.  And  it  is  founded  on 
the  doctrine  of  State  rights.  To  my  mind  this  rule  is  not  only  unsound  but  repugnant 
to  State  rights.  For  I  can  conceive  of  few  higher  rights  the  people  of  a  State,  who  are 
the  sovereign  power  of  that  State,  have  than  to  be  represented  by  a  Senator  who  is  chosen 
in  conformity  to  law.  The  legislature  are  but  the  agents  of  the  people.  They  cannot 
exceed  their  delegated  power.  A  part  of  their  delegated  power  is  to  elect  Senators  for 
their  principal,  the  people — the  sovereign.  An  inseparable  incident  of  that  power  thus 
delegated  is  that  it  shall  be  exercised  fairly  and  honestly.  The  law  will  never  imply 
that  even  a  J)rivate  agent  Is  authorized  to  act  fraudulently  in  transacting  the  business  of 
his  principal.  His  agency  ceases  the  instant  he  commits  the  fraud,  and  he  makes  him- 
self individually  responsible  for  the  act.  He  not  only  cannot  act  fraudulently,  and  bind 
thereby  his  principal,  but  he  cannot  bind  his  principal  by  a  lawful  act  done  extra  the 
scope  of  his  agency.  This  being  true  of  a  private  agent,  the  rule  is  even  more  rigid  as  tu 
public  agents,  for  reasons  I  need  not  stop  to  enumerate.  A  legislature  is  a  public  aa^nt. 
And  while  a  court  cannot  inquire  whether  a  statute  was  passed  by  a  bribed  majority, 
the  people — the  principal — to  be  lx)und  by  the  statute  may.  For  instance,  if  a  charter 
Ibr  a  private  corporation  should  be  obtained  by  a  bribed  majority,  the  people,  through 
their  legislature,  may  annul  the  contract  by  repealing  the  charter. 

To  apply  this  rule  to  the  election  of  a  Senator.  He  represents  the  State.  He  is  in  no 
sense  the  representative  of  the  legislature.  He  is  elected  by  the  legislature  as  an  agent 
delegated  for  that  purpose.  The  agent  must  act  strictly  within  the  limits  of  his  delegated 
power.  Fmud  lies  outside  of  thtat  power.  And  when  a  candidate  bribes  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  electors  to  secure  his  election,  he  and  they  knowingly  commit  a  fraud  on 
the  people,  and  by  every  rule  of  law  any  act  done  through  combination  of  an  agent  with 
a  third  party  to  defraud  the  principal  is  void.  And  the  man  thus  elected  (to  use  a  sole- 
cism) was  never  elected.  The  election  is  void  and  the  seat  vacant.  And  when  the  fact 
is  Judicially  ascertained  by  the  Senate,  it  is  only  necessary  to  declare  by  resolution  the 
seat  vaaint.  1  wiy  further,  that  in  such  case  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Senate  so 
to  do,  and  for  the  reason  that  no  other  power  can.  The  legislature  of  the  State  cannot. 
The  people  in  sovereign  character  cannot.  For  the  Senate  al(>ne,,under  the  Constitution, 
can  judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications  of  its  members.  If  the  election  is  void,  there 
has  i)een  no  election  and  the  State  is  pro  tanto  unrepresented  in  the  Senate.  She  is  en- 
titled to  two  members  in  this  body,  and  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  say  one 
seat  was  vacant,  that  the  State  might  fill  it.  Here,  in  my  opinion,  the  power  of  the 
Senate  to  judge  of  the  election  of  its  members  necessarily  includes  the  right  to  gol>ehind 
the  moment  and  form  of  an  election  in  order  that  it  may  determine  whether  that  elec- 
tion was  procured  by  bribery. 

Again,  the  Senate  is  expressly  clothed  with  power  by  the  Constitution  to  judge  of  the 
elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  members.  The  *' qualifications"  of  a  Senator 
are  prescribetl  in  the  Constitution.  The  "returns"  spoken  of  are  the  formal  evidence  of 
his  election.  lUit  the  power  to  judge  is  not  confined  to  **  qualifications  "  and  **retum8.'* 
It  extends  to  the  election  itself,  and  in  tenns  is  unlimited.  Is  it  without  limit,  or,  in 
other  words,  may  an  election  \ye  declared  void  for  any  cause  for  which  a  majority  of  the 
Senate  in  their  discretion  may  see  fit  to  avoid  it?  Certainly  not.  It  Is  not  a  question 
of  discretion,  but  of  parliamentary  and  constitutional  law.  A  cause  which,  accordin;;  to 
parliamentary  law,  consistent  with  the  Constitution,  avoids  an  election,  is  a  sufficient 
cause.  15nt  according  to  parliamentary  law,  both  in  England  and  the  United  States,  an 
election  may  be  avoided  for  bribery.  The  provision  in  the  Constitution  is  a  transcript 
of  the  parliamentary  law  of  the  English  House  of  Commons,  as  it  existed  when,  and 
long  l)etbre,  the  Constitution  was  adopted.  And  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  same  clause 
that  makes  the  Senate  the  judge  of  the  election  of  a  Senator  makes  the  House  the  judge 
of  the  elections  of  its  inemlKTs.     The  clause  is  a«  follows: 

'*Skc.  V,  Akt.  — .  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  quali- 
fications of  its  own  members.*' 

The  power  of  the  two  Houses  is,  therefore,  the  same,  and  no  one  has  ever  doubted  that 
the  election  of  a  Representative  may  Ikj  set  aside  for  bribery . 
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1  see  110  reason  for  a  distiuction  between  the  electors  who  choose  a  member  of  the 
House  and  those  who  choose  a  Senator.  The  members  of  a  legislature,  in  choosing  a 
Senator,  act  as  a  body  of  electors,  just  as  the  people  act  as  a  body  of  electors  in  choosing 
a  Representative.  Either  class  may  be  bribed,  and  the  reasons  lor  holding  that  bribery 
avoids  the  election  in  tie  one  case  apply  with  eqnal  force  to  the  other. 

And  hence  I  say  that  this  right,  so  far  from  infringing  on  State  rights,  is  necessary 
to  their  protection.  In  the  case  supposed,  the  State  would  be  defrauded  by  the  election 
of  a  corrupt  man  to  the  Senate  without  the  power  to  vacate  his  seat.  For  with  two 
members  of  the  Senate  admitted  as  her  representatives,  and  one  in  a  seat  obtained  by 
bribing  her  agent,  she  could  not  elect  a  third  to  take  his  place  without  action  by  the 
Senate  declaring  his  seat  vacant. 

My  conclusion  on  the  specifications,  which,  as  before  stated,  I  resolved  into  three  dis- 
tinct charges,  is: 

First,  that  while  the  evidence  satisfies  me  that  a  combination  did  exist  between  Clay- 
ton and  Edwards,  by  which,  for  the  support  of  Democrats,  Clayton  agreed  to  issue  the 
certificate  to  Edwards,  and  did  accordingly  so  issue  it;  yet,  that  not  having  obtained  his 
seat  by  the  election  held  on  the  11th  of  January,  at  which  he  received  these  Democratic 
votes,  the  act  is  one  not  cognizable  by  the  Senate; 

Second,  that  the  charge  made  of  procuring  his  seat  by  the  corrupt  use  of  money  in 
the  transaction  with  White  is  sustained  by  the  evidence; 

And  third,  that  he  obtained  5  other  votes,  which  make  his  majority,  and  were  neces- 
sary to  his  election,  by  giving  to  those  electors  as  a  consideration  for  their  votes  lucrative 
offices;  and  that  this  was  as  corrupt  as  if  for  the  same  purpose  he  had  paid  them  money 
in  kind. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1873.] 

Tuesday,  March  11,  1873. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
*'  Jiesolvedy  That  the  charges  made  and  referred  to  the  select  committee  for  investiga- 
tion affecting  the  official  character  and  conduct  of  the  Hon.  Powell  Clayton  are  not 
sustained,  and  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  their  further  consideration." 

Monday,  March  24,  1873. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  11th  instant,  declaring  that  the  charges  against  the  Hon. 
Powell  Clayton  are  not  sustained. 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  36,  nays  14. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ator present,. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Allison,  Ames,  Bogy,  Boreman, 
Boutwell,  Buckingham,  Chandler,  Cragin,  Dorsey,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Ferry  of  Mich- 
igan, Frelinghuysen,  Goldthwaite,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Lewis,  Logan,  Mitchell, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Oglesby,  Patterson,  Pratt,  liamsey,  Rob- 
ertson, Sargent,  Scott,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Stewart,  West,  Windom,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Casserly,  Davis,  Fenton,  Gordon, 
Hamilton  of  Texas,  Kelly,  McCreery,  Merrimon,  Norwood,  Saulsbury,  Stevenson,  Stock- 
ton, and  Thurman. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution ;  and 

The  resolution  having  been  modified  by  Mr.  Wright,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  read  as  follows: 

^^  Resolved.,  That  the  charges  made  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  the  Senate  at 
the  last  Congress  for  investigation  affecting  the  official  character  and  conduct  of  the  Hon. 
Powell  Clayton  are  not  sustained," 

Pending  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wjight,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business.  • 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  165-173  of  the  Congressional  Record,  special  session  of 
the  Senate,  43d  Cong.] 

Tuesday,  March  25,  1873. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wright  on 
the  11th  instant,  viz: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  charges  made  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  the  Senate  at 
the  last  Congress  for  investigation  aflecting  the  official  character  and  conduct  of  the 
Hon.  Powell  Clayton  are  not  sustained;  " 

Aud,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  •     ' 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  33,  nays  6. 
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On  motion  l»y  Mr.  iJavis,  the  yeas  and  najs  being  desired  by  one-fiftli  <»f  tht.-  Senr:i.  > 
present, 

Tho«c  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  MessiH.  Alcorn.  Allison,  Araes,  Anthony,  l»ori- 
man,  Bontwell,  Chandler,  Conover.  Cragin,  Doreey.  Ferry  of  Connecticnt,  Ferry  of  Mich- 
igan, Frelinghnysen,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Ingalls.  Jones,  Lewis,  Logan,  Mitchell,  ^lorrill 
of  Maine,  Morton,  Patterson.  Pratt.  Ramsey,  Robertson,  Sargent,  Scott,  Sherman,  Stew- 
art, West,  Windom,  and  Wright 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cooper,  Davis.  Goldthwaite,  Gordon. 
Aferrimon,  and  Norwood. 

Ho  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  foond  on  pages  184-192  of  the  Ccmgressional  Record,  special  session  of 
the  Senate,  43d  Cong.] 
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[Forty-second  Congress — Third  session.] 

JAMES  W.  PATTERSOX, 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  fro7n  March  4, 1807,  till  March  3,1873, 

February  4, 1873,  a  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  that  the  Iloiise  hu'l 
resolved  that  there  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  evidence  reported  to  the  House  by  a  se- 
lect investigating:  committee,  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  recitinjj  that  the  evidence  contained 
matter  affecting  members  of  the  Senate.  The  communication  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
February  27,  the  committee  reported,  exonerating?  the  other  Senators  mentioned  in  the  report,  and 
reporting  the  following  resolution  in  regard  to  Mr.  Patterson  :  "  Re.'^olvrd,  That  James  W.  Patter- 
son be.  and  he  is  hereby,  expelled  froiii  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  ^:enate."  ^Ir.  Patterson's  tenu 
expired  March  3.  no  action  having  been  taken  by  the  Senate  on  the  resolution.  March  26,  the 
Senate  resolved  that  "Observations  on  the  report,"  &c.,  submitted  by  Mr.  Patterson,  be  revive  t, 
filed,  and  printed  with  the  report,  the  preamble  reeitint?  that  it  was  niai.ifestly  impossible  for  the 
Senate  to  consider  the  resolution  at  the  session  then  just  passed,  and  that  it  was  very  questionahlo 
if  itwas  competent  for  the  Senate  to  consider  the  same  after  Mr.  Patteison  had  ceased  to  Ik?  a  mem- 
ber of  the  body. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  tronscript  of  the  proceedinps  of  the  Senate  relating? 
to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal, 42d  Cong.,  3d  sess.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  found  in  Senate 
Reports,  42d  Cong.,  3a  sess.,  No.  519. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Tuesday,  February  4,  187:1 

The  Presiding  OflScer  (Mr.  Anthony  in  the  chair)  laid  before  the  Senate  the  following 
message,  this  day  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  the  House  of  Keprescntatives, 

February  4,  1873.     > 

Mr.  Poland,  from  the  select  investigating  comiuittee,  &c.,  submitted  the  following;* 
which  was  agreed  to: 

''  Whereas  the  evidence  taken  by  a  select  committee  of  this  Honso  appointed  Decem- 
ber 2,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  examiniuf;  into  tharjjces  of  lu-ibery  of  members  ol  llj.s 
House,  contains  matter  affecting  members  of  the  Senate:  Therefore, 

'^  Resolvedy  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  crpy 
of  all  the  evidence  thus  far  reported  to  the  House  by  said  committee,  together  wiili  a 
copy  of  this  resolution. " 
Attest: 

EDW.  Mcpherson,  cicri-. 

Whereupon, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Patterson,  and  by  unanimous  consent, 

''^Resolved,  That  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  five  Senators,  be  appointed  by  the 
Presiding  Officer,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  communication  this  day  received  IVom 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  matter  affecting  members  of  the  Senate,  to- 
gether with  the  copy  of  the  evidence  accompanying  the  same,  aud  that  the  said  commit- 
tee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  employ  a  clerk." 

WEDNE.SDAY,  February  5,  1873. 

The  Presiding  Officer  (Mr.  Anthony  in  the  chair)  ai)pointed  Mr.  Morrill  of  Maine, 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Stockton,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  the  select  committee,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  communi- 
cation yesterday  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  matter  affect- 
ing members  of  the  Senate  disclosed  before  an  investigating  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  1099  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  IJd  sess.  42d  Cong.] 

Thursday,  February  G,  187:J. 

Mr.  Stevenson  submitted  the  motion  that  he  be  excused  I'rom  service  on  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  under  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  4th  instant,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  matter  affecting 
members  of  the  Senate,  disclosed  before  an  investigating  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; and 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto, 

After  debate, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
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Mr.  Stockton  submitted  the  motion  that  he  be  excused  from  service  on  the  said  com- 
mittee; and 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto, 

After  debate, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1136,  1137  of  the  Congressi  3nal  Globe,  part  2,  3d  sess. 
42dCong.] 

Monday,  February  10,  1873. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  folfowing  resolution ;  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^  Eesolvedy  That  the  select  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  evidence  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  affecting  certain  members  of  the  Senate  be  authorized  to  sit 
during  the  sessions  of  the  Senate. ' ' 

Saturday,  February  22,  1873. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times  by  unanimous  consent: 

**  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  for  expenses 
of  the  special  committee  of  the  Senate  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  members  of  the  Senate,  the  sum  of  $1,000,  or  so  much  thereof  aar  may 
be  necessary." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Ck)mmittee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  it  pass. 

Thursday, /(e^niary  27,  1873. 

Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  commu- 
nication of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to  certain  mat- 
ter affecting  members  of  the  Senate,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  evidence  accompanying 
the  same,  submitted  a  report  (No.  519)  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

* '  Resolved,  That  James  W.  Patterson  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  expelled  from  his  seat  as 
a  member  of  the  Senate." 

Saturday,  March  1,  1873. 

[A  debate  on  the  question  of  taking  up  the  report  of  the  committee  for  consideration  is 
found  on  pages  2068,  2069  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  3d  sess.  42d  Cong.] 

Monday,  March^y  1873. 

[A  debate  on  the  question  of  taking  ilp  the  report  of  the  committee  for  consideration  is 
found  on  pages  2184,  2185  of  the  Congressional  Glolje,  part  3,  3d  sess.  42d  Cong.] 

[Special  session  of  the  Senate,  March,  1873.] 

Friday,  March  14,  1873. 

Mr.  Anthony  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

"Whereas  at  the  last  session  of  the  Senate  a  resolution  was  reported  from  the  select 
committee  on  evidence  affecting  certain  members  of  the  Senate,  *that  James  W.  Patter- 
son l)e,  and  he  is  hereby,  expelled  from  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate ' ;  and 

'  *  Whereas  it  was  manifestly  impossible  to  consider  this  resolution  at  that  session  with- 
out serious  detriment  to  the  public  business;  and 

"  Wliereas  it  is  very  questionable  if  it  l)e  competent  for  the  Senate  to  consider  the  same 
after  Mr.  Patterson  has  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  body:  Therefore, 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  failure  of  the  Senate  to  take  the  resolution  into  consideration  is 
not  to  be  interpreted  as  evidence  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  same. 

'*  Resolved,  further,  That  Mr.  Patterson  have  leave  to  make  a  statement,  which  shall  l>e 
entered  upon  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  and  published  in  the  Congressional  Recorti.*' 

TiTESDAY,  3farch  25,  1873. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anthony,  the  Senate*  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  <m  the  14th  instant,  declaring  that  the  failure  of  the  Senate  to  consider 
the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  J.  W.  Patterson  from  the  Semite  shall  not  be  inter- 
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preted  as  evidence  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  thereof;  and  granting  leave  to  Mr. 
Patterson  to  make  a  statement  for  publication  in  the  Congressional  Record;  and, 

Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Chandler,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  193-197  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  i.] 

f 

Wednesday,  March  26, 1873. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anthony,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  on  the  14th  instant,  declaring  that  the  failure  of  the  Senate  to  con- 
sider the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  of  J.  W.  Patterson  from  the  Senate  shall  not  be 
interpreted  as  evidence  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  thereof,  and  granting  leave  to  Mr. 
Patterson  to  make  a  statement  for  publication  in  the  Congressional  Record;  and 

The  resolution  havinz  been  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  it  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 

^ '  Whereas  at  the  last  session  of  the.  Senate  a  resolution  was  reported  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  evidence  affecting  certain  members  of  the  Senate,  that  James  W.  Patterson 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  expelled  from  his  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Senate ' ;  and 

*^  Whelreas  it  was  manifestly  impossible  to  consider  this  resolution  at  that  session  with- 
out serious  detriment  to  the  public  business;  and  ' 

**  Whereas  it  is  very  questionable  if  it  be  competent  for  the  Senate  to  ox)nsider  the  same 
after  Mr.  Patterson  has  ceased  to  be  a  mem^ber  of  the  body:  Therefore, 

^^Eesolved,  That  the  pamphlet  entitled  'Observations  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  Credit  Mobilier  of  America, '  submitted 
by  Mr.  Patterson,  be  received,  filed,  and  printed  with  the  report  of  said  committee." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pc^  204  of  the  Ckingressional  Record,  vol.  1.] 
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[Third  session  Forty-second  Congress  to  third  sessioD*  Forty-sixth  CoD^^resa.] 

RAY  VS.  McMILLEN;  McMILLEN  vs.  PINCHfiACK  (MAKR  and 
EUSTIS);  AND  SPOFFOHD  VS.  KELLOGU  (MANNING). 

of  Louisiana. 

William  P.  Kellosr^i  whose  term  expired  March  3, 1873,  resigfiied  January  13, 1873.  January  22, 1873, 
credentials  of  John  Kay  and  William  L.  MeMillen,  each  elaimini;  to  have  l>een  elected  to  tlii  the 
unexpired  term,  were  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileg^es  and  Electioiia.  Air. 
Kay's  credentials  were  si>j^ned  l>y  William  P.  KellogtS  as  governor,  antl  Mr.  McMillen's  by  John 
McEncry  as  governor.  January  !(>,  a  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  directing  tlie  committee  to  inquire 
and  report  whether  there  was  an  existing  legal  State  government  in  Louisiana  had  been  referred 
to  the  committee.  February  21).  the  committee  submitted  one  report  on  the  credentials  and  on  the 
resolution.  They  reported  that  the  Slate  c  lection  held  in  NovemL>er,  1K72,  in  which  Measrs.  Kellogg 
aiid  McEnery  each  claimed  to  have  been  elected  governor,  was  void  for  fraud;  that  the  Kellogg 
government,  so  called,  approached  more  nearly  a  government  c/e /ac/o,  and  the  McKitery  goveni- 
nient  a  government  dejure;  that  had  the  election  Ijcen  fairly  conducted,  Kellogg  and  h  legislature 
of  the  same  political  party  would  have  l)een  elected,  but  that,  while  the  Kellogg  government  was 
in  possession  of  the  State-house,  there  was  not  a  <iuorun)  of  both  houses  of  the  Kellogg  legislature 
who  had  any  pretense  of  having  been  elected  to  their  Heats;  that,  under  such  ciruumstunoci,  (*on- 
gress  had  auihority  to  order  a  new  election.  The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  resolu- 
tions that  there  was  no  State  government  existing  at  the  time  in  Louisiana,  and  that  ueither  iiay 
nor  MeMillen  was  entitled  to  a  seat,  neither  having  been  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State,  ami' 
recommended  the  pas.sage  of  a  bill  ordering  an  election  in  the  State.  Three  meml)ers  of  the  com- 
mittee submitted  sepaiate  views  dissenting  from  the  conclusions  of  the  majority.  The  bill  referred 
to  was  rejected  Februarj*  27.  1873.  No  further  action  was  taken  on  the  credentials.  The  exjienses 
incurred  by  Messrs.  Ituy  and  MeMillen  were  reimbursed.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  the  resolution  of  January  IG  and  the  bill  referred  to  are  not  included  in  the  proceedings  given 
l>elow. 

The  legislature  electing  Mr.  MeMillen  for  the  imexpired  term  ending  March  3, 1873,  elected  hiui  for 
the  succeeding  term,an<l  the  legislature  electing  Mr.  Kay  elected  Piuekney  B.S.  PinchlMick  for  the 
succeeding  term.  December  4, 1873,  the  credentials  of  both  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges and  Elections.  December  15,  the  co»nmittce  reported  that  they  were  evenly  divided  upon  the 
({Uestion  as  to  whether  Mr.  Pinchbtick  was  upon  his  credentials  entitled  to  be  sworn  as  a  mcQiber, 
and  asked  to  Ite  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  and  to  refer  the  whole 
matter  to  the  determination  of  the  Senate.  On  the  same  day  a  resolution  was  submitted  that  tke 
credentials  of  Mr,  Pinchback  l)oing  in  due  form  he  was  entitled  to  Im^  sworn  as  a  member,  and  that 
any  grounds  ol  contest  should  Ik>  madi*  thcreaflcr.  January  2G,  1874,  the  rt^Molution  was  inodilicHl  so 
that  the  credentials  ol  Mr.  Pinchback  be  referred  to  the  Conunitte^e  on  Privileges  and  Elections, and 
that  the  committee  be  instru  ted  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pinchliack  in  comicction  with 
his  election.  January  27,  it  was  ordered  that  the  credcntialsof  Mr.  MeMillen  lie  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  Senate  debuted  the  resolution  of  January  26,J>ut  no  furl  her  action  wasUiken  during  the 
session.  December  23, 1874,  a  resolution  was  submitted  that  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Klec- 
tions  l>e  instructed  to  report  if  Mr.  Pinchback  was  entitled  to  lie  admitted  on  a  prima  facie  case,  or  if 
such  admission  should  l>e  postponed  until  after  the  investigation  of  the  charges  of  corruption.  Jan- 
uary 22, 1875,  credentials  of  a  second  election  of  Mr.  Pinchback,  signed  by  Mr.  Kellogg  as  governor, 
were  presented.  They  were  referred  the  same  day,  together  witn  all  the  papers  in  relation  to  the 
contested  seat,  to  the  c<mimittee.  (All  sul)sequent  action  by  the  Senate  was  on  Mr.  Pinehbnck's  first 
credentials.)  February  8,  the  connnittee  reported  that  Mr.  Pinchlmck  luid  a  jtrimafnck  title  to  ad- 
mission, and  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that  he  lu^admitted.  There  was  a  minority 
report.  The  Senate  debated  the  resolution  for  some  days,  when  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
March  5,  the  si\me  resolution  was  subniitte<l  and  debated.  I k'ctMnlier  15, 1875,  the  Senate  resolved 
'•  that  the  request  of  W.  L.  MeMillen, heretofore  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  for  the  return  of  his  cre- 
dentials be  granted."  December  20,  the  ci*edentials  of  Kobert  II.  Marr, appointed  by  John  McKnery 
as  governor,  to  till  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  MeMillen,  were  presented  anil 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  January  18, 18711,  the  pafK-rs  pur{>orting  to  l»e  the  credcntialsof  James  li. 
Eustis,  elected  by  the  legislature  of  Ix)uisiana  to  the  <'ontested  .seat,  were  presented  and  ordcrtW  to 
lie  ou  the  table.  January  24,  they  were  referred  to  the  committee.  January  28,  the  committee  nv 
ported  that  Mr.  Pinchlwick  having  !)een  elected  tot  hat  seat,  there  was  no  vacancy,  and  recommended 
that  the  papers  relating  to  Mr.  Eustis  be  laid  on  the  table.  February  3.  the  Senate  resumed  tlie  inm- 
siderution  of  the  resolution  of  March  5, 187r),and  Murc'It  s.  the  resolution  having  been  amended  by 
inserting  the  word  "not"  before  the  word  *'  ad  united, *'  the  Senate  resolved  that  Mr.  Pinchback  be  not 
admitted.  March  9, 1877.  the  Senate  resolved  that  tlic  credentials  of  Mr.  l<!ustis  Ikj  taken  fVoui  the 
hies  and  referred  to  the  committee.  Dt^cember  1,  the  <'ommittce  rep«»rtc«l  that  the  legislature  elect- 
ing Mr.  Eu.stis,  made  up  according  to  what  was  known  as  the  "  Wheeler  trompromise,"  was  the 
lawful  legislature ;  that  a  vacancy  existed  at  the  time  of  his  election  ;  and  that  the  committee  felt 
bound  to  regard  the  vote  of  the  Senate  on  Mr.  Pinehbaek's  claim  us  ihiul  adjudication.  They  re- 
ported a  resolution  that  Mr.  Eustis  he  admitted.  December  10,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to.  and 
Mr.  Eustis  took  the  M^at  which  had  been  vacant  since  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  January*  13, 
1873.  Mr.  Pinchback  was  allowed  compensation  from  the  lieginning  of  the  term  to  the  period  of 
the  determination  of  the  contest. 

From  the  existence  of  two  rival  bodies,  each  claiming  to  1k»  the  legislature  of  Ix>uisiana,  arose 
another  contest  for  the  seat  for  the  term  begitaiing  Mar(>h4, 1877.  Mr.  Kellogg's  credentials  were  pn*- 
setited  January  20, 1877.  Objeetion  having  licen  made  to  the  oaths  beingadnnnistered  to  him  March  5, 
the  Senate  resolved,  March  7,  that  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  when  appointed.  October  17,  the  credcntialsof  Henry  M.  Sp»jf:ord  wer**  pre- 
sented. October  18.  the  Senate  resolved  that  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Spoftortl  be  referred  to  the  oom- 
mittee,  and  that  thecommittee  also  report  on  the  credentials <»f  Mr.  Kellogg.  Noveml)er  2G.theooui- 
•nittec  reported  that  Mr.  Kellogg's  credentials  were  signed  by  Stephen  B.  Packard  as  governor,  and 

hat  be  had  been  elected  January  10, 1877,  by  what  was  known  as  the  Packard  legialattir« ;  that  Mr. 
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Bpofford's  credentials  were  signed  by  Francis  T.  NichoUs  as  governor,  and  that  he  had  been  chosen 
April  24,  1877,  by  what  waM  known  as  the  Nicholls  legislature;  that  the  committee  had  gone  behind 
the  certificates  of  the  returning  ofticers  of  the  Slate,  and  had  investigated  the  elections  of  individ- 
ual members  of  the  general  assembly ;  that  they  found  that  the  returning  officers  in  throwing  out 
certain  polls  where  freedom  of  election  was  utterly  destroyed,  and  declaring  Republican  candi- 
dates elected,  did  what  they  believed  to  be  legpeil,  and  what  was  really  equitable;  that  asufticient 
number  of  the  members  by  whose  votes  Mr.  Kellogg  was  elected  were  lawfully  and  equitably  emi- 
tted to  their  seats;  that  afterwards  the  Nicholls  legislature  by  illegal  means  came  to  contain  an  un- 
disputed majority  of  members  lawfully  elected  to  the  general  aj)sembly,  but  that  until  and  after  the 
election  of  Mr.  Kellogg  the  Packard  legislature  was  de  facto  an<l  dejure  the  government  of  Louisi- 
ana: that  upon  that  legislature  devolved  ihe  duty  of  electinga  Senator ;  thatthe  duty  was  performed 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  Kellogg;  that  no  subsequent  events,  especially  .sucocssful  revolution,  could 
imdo  what  had  been  lawfully  done.  The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions :  '*  Rejsolved^  That  William  Pitt  Kellogg  is,  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  IfiwfuUy  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be  admitted  thereto  upon  taking  the  proper 
oath.  Resolved,  That  Henry  M.  Spoft'ord  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States." 
There  was  a  minority  report.  November  30,  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Kello^qg  took 
the  seat.  March  21,  1879,  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Spoffbrd  was  presented,  praying  for  an  investigation 
into  his  claim  to  a  seat,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee.  May  7,  the  Senate  resolved  tliat  the 
committee  be  authorized  to  make  a  full  investigation  into  the  subject.  ^laroli  22,  1880,  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  the  evidence  Uvken  showed  that  the  Packard  legislature  was,  in  fact  as  well 
as  in  law,  not  a  legislature,  but  a  Iwdy  of  men  assembled  by  fraud,  held  together  by  force,  and  con- 
trolled by  bribery,  with  the  aid  and  in  the  interest  of  the  sitting  member.  The  committee  reported 
the  testimony  taken  and  recommended  the  adoption  of  resolutions  that  Mr.  Kellogg  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  that  Mr.  S])o(lbrd  was  chosen  by  the  legislature,  and  that  he  be 
admitted  to  Ihe  seat.  A  minority  report  claimed  that  the  resolutions  of  November  30, 1877,  were 
binding  as  final  decisions  by  the  Senate;  that  a  change  in  the  party  nnijority  in  the  Senate  was 
the  only  change  that  had  taken  place  since  Mr.  Kellogg  took  his  scat  in  pursuuneeof  a  resolution  of 
November  30,  1877.  The  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  were  debated,  but  no  further  action 
was  taken  by  the  Senate.  Decemberf,  1880,  credentials  of  Thomais  <\  Manning,  appointed  by  the 
governor  in  place  of  Mr.  Spofford,  who  died  August  20, 1880,  were  presented  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. No  further  aetioii  was  taken  on  the  cre<leutials.  Comiiensation  from  March  4, 1877,  to 
August  20, 1880,  were  allowed  to  the  representatives  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Spofford.  The  expenses  in- 
curred by  Messrs.  Kellogg  and  Manning  were  reimbursed. 

The  history  of  tjie  eases  here  given  consists  of  atninscriptof  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  them  from  Senate  Journals, 3d  sess.  42d  Cong,  to  1st  sess.47th  <Jong.,and  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee (except  the  testimony). 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below,  and  references  to  the  reports  are 
given  in  foot-notes. 

KA.Y  VS.  McMILLEX. 

Contest  for  seat  for  unexpired  term  ending  March  3,  1873. 

Wednesday,  January  22,  1873. 

Mr.  West  presented  the  credentials  of  W.  L.  McMillen,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Louisiana  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  William  Pitt 
Kellogg;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privilegas  and  Elections.  Mr.  West 
presented  the  credentials  of  John  Ray,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Thursday,  February  20,  1873. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  who  were  directed  by 
a  resolution*  of  the  Senate  of  January  16,  1873,  to  "inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate 
whether  there  is  an  existing  legal  State  government  in  Louisiana,  and  how  and  by  whom 
it  is  constituted,'*  and  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of  W.  L.  McMillen  and 
John  Ray,  claiming  seats  in  the  Senate  in  the  place  of  W.  P.  Kellogg,  resigned,  submit- 
ted a  report  (No.  457),  accompanied  by  a  billf  (S.  1621)  to  establish  a  government  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  republican  in  form;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Trumbull,  members  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Election!,  each  submitted  views  dissenting  from  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the 
committee,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  to  accompany  the  report  (No.  457). 

repobt  of  committee.t 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

February  20,  1873. — Ordered  to  bo  printed. 

Mr.  Carpenter  submitted  the  following  report  to  accompany  bill  S.  1621: 
The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  resolution 
of  January  16,  1873,  as  follows: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  instructed  to  inquire 


♦The  resolution  here  given  is  the  one  on  which  this  report  was  made.    The  one^'ven  by  an  error 
in  the  Senate  Journal  (resolution  of  Janunry  7.  IXT.'J)  was  reported  February  10  (Xc.4IT). 
For  copy  of  bill  see  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  3tl  hcss.  li'd  Conj?..  pages  1850, 1851. 
Froui  Senate  lleports,  3d  sess.  42d  Cour  ,  No.  457.    The  accompanying  teslinjony  is  here  omitted. 


!; 
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and  n*p<)rt  \o  the  Senate  whuthcr  there  is  any  existing  State  government  in  LoaiHiofia 
and  how  and  hy  whom  it  is  constituted," 

And  to  whieh  committee  were  also  relerrwl  the  credentials  of.Fohn  Jiay  and  W.  h,  Mr- 
Millen,  Imth  chiiming  the  seat  supponed  to  have  l>een  made  vacant  by  the  resignutioD  of 
William  Pitt  Kellof^g,  a  Senator  of  the  Tniteil  States  from  the  State  of  LouisiaiiA,  re- 
Rpectfully  snhmit  the  following  report: 

Your  committee  have  devote<l  weeks  to  the  invest iga* ion  of  the  snhjectjj  referred  to 
them,  and  have  taken  much  record  and  oral  testimony,-  which  accompsinies  thin  report. 

On  the  loth  of  January,  1873,  John  McEuery  certifies,  under  what  purports  to  be  the 
f^reat  seal  of  the  State  of  Ix)uisiaua,  that  he  is  governor  of  siiid  St;ite:  and  that  on  the 
14th  day  of  January,  1H7:{,  W.  L.  McMiilen  was  hy  the  lt»gi>laturc  of  s:iid  State  duly 
electetl  a  Si'nator  of  the  UnitiKl  States  to  fill  the  uucjcpintl  term  of  Hon.  William  IMtt 
Kellogg.  On  the  same  day,  January  15. 1H73,  William  Titt  Kellogg  certifies,  ander  what 
purports  to  lie  the  great  seal  of  said  State^  that  he  is  the  governor  of  said  State,  and 
that  John  Ii^y  w:is  duly  elected  hy  the  legislature  of  said  State  on  the  loth  day  of  Jun- 
uar>',  I'^D,  to  fill  s;ud  unexpired  term  of  said  Kellogg  in  the  Senate  of  the  Umt«f<l 
States. 

The  c(.*rtifi(^ite  of  said  .John  M«*Eneiy  is  <'ountcrsigiic<l  hy  Y.  A.  WtKKlwanl,  amistaut 
secretary  of  state:  and  the  (certificate  of  said  Kellogg  is  countersigned  hy  I*.  G.  DesUondcH, 
stHiretarv  of  state. 

• 

The  Senate  must  tlwrefore  determine  whether  either  M<'Mil]en  or  IJay,  and,  if  either, 
which,  is  entitle<l  to  said  seat. 

The  extnionlinary  fact  that  two  men  arc  cLiimini;  to  Ik'  the  governor  of  flaid  State, 
and  that  two  men  are  certilie<l  under  the  great  si*al  of  the  State  to  have  l>eeu  elected  to 
one  and  the  same  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Striate  re(|niriug  yoar 
committee  toimiuire  and  report  whether  then*  is  any  existing  State  government  in  lioa- 
isiana  and  how  and  hy  whom  it  is  const itut(>tl,  have  c(un}K'lled  your  committee  to  inquiry 
fully  into  the  condititm  of  things  in  that  SUite;  and  the  conclusions  to  which  your  com- 
mittee liave  arriveil  are  now  to  Ik'  statinl: 

On  the  Ith  day  of  NovemlKT  hist,  Henry  C.  Warmoth  wjis  governor  of  s:iid  State,  hav- 
ing l>een  elect^Hl  in  \>MiH.  On  that  day  a  general  election  for  governor  and  other  State 
of]^(;ers,  and  one-half  of  the  siMiate  and  all  the  mem)K*rs  of  the  house*  of  n*pre(ieiitativeii 
of  said  State,  <»ught  to  have  lKH.'n  holden. 

The  constituti<m  of  said  State,  art.  Ui,  providers  as  follows: 

'*  Returns  of  ail  elections  for  meml)er)i  of  the  gi*neral  assembly  shall  In.*  nw<le  to  the 
secretary  of  state. 

The  constitution.  Title  III.  executive  dep;irtment,  art.   IH,  pmvide.<<  as  follows: 

"The  supreme  exwutive  jMiwer  of  tlu*  State  shall  Im*  Neste<l  in  a  «'hief  magistmte,  who 
shall  In*  styled  the  governor  of  the  State  of  I/>uisiana.  He  shall  hold  bis  oflicc  during 
the  term  of  four  years,  and,  tog«*ther  with  the  lieutenaiit-p»vernor  eK*(*ted  for  the  mime 
term.  In*  eh*ct«'d  as  folhiWM  The  (|ualified  elM't4»rs  for  n'pr<9ien(a(iv«'s  shall  vote  forgiir- 
ernor  and  lientemint-govern<»r  at  the  time  ami  place  for  voting  for  representatives;  the 
n*turiLM  of  every  el<*ction  shall  In*  si*aU*<l  up  and  tnuisniittetl  hy  the  pro|N*r  retuminK 
oflicer  to  the  sei*n*tary  of  state.  wh<i  shall  tleliver  them  ti>  the  speaker  of  the  honiie  ul 
n*presentativ<*s  on  the  sef-oml  day  of  the  session  of  the  griii  nil  :issemlily  then  to  lie 
holden.  The  memlN*rs  of  the  giMieral  :M<4*mhly  shall  meet  in  the  house  <if  represent;^ 
tiv(*s  t4)  examine  ami  n»unt  the  votes.  The  pt'rntni  haxiiig  the  grcati'st  numlN*r  of  votes 
for  governor  shall  In*  declan'd  duly  clccteil:  hut  in  c:i.m' <if  a  tie-vote  iK'tween  two  or 
more  candidates,  one  of  (hem  shall  In*  imnu*4liiitely  i'liiis<*n  go\<Tnor  hy  joint  vuto'ofthe 
memlN*rN  of  the  gen<'nil  as(M*mhly.  The  {mtmui  haxin;:  1li«*  greatest  numlN*r  of  voteM 
]N»ll<*<l  for  lieutenant-governor  shall  In*  lieuti  iiant-gov«rniir:  hut  in  iriLsc*  of  a  tie-vote 
lN-twe4*n  twoornion*  candidates  one  of  them  shall  In-  imiimliately  chi»s4*n  lieutenant- 
go\enn»r  hy  Joint  vole  of  the  memlN'r-*  of  the  genenil  asM'uihly."  • 

Arti«-]e  VA)  pn»v lib's  as  follows: 

**]{e  I  the  gtivernon  shall  nominate  and.  by  and  with  the  advice  and  eon<«*nt  of  the 
S4'nate.  ap|Miiiil  all  oflicvrs  whose  otIiceM  are  establish(*d  by  tin*  eoiiMtttution.  ami  whose 
apimiiitment.s  are  not  herein  t»therwis(*  provide<l  for:  Pnniilnf,  hunt  if  r,  That  the  general 
assembly  shall  have  a  right  to  prvscrilN*  the  nuKle  of  ap|M>intment  to  all  other  uflii^fi 
e!4tablishe<l  bv  law." 

Thes(>  an*  provi.Hions  of  the  constitution  with  which  the  recviiistructcil  State  of  Ijou- 
isiana  was  :Mlmitt4*«l  into  the  I'niiHi. 

On  the  lt»th  of  Man'h.  1*C0,  the  legislature  of  that  Stat**  pretende«l  to  pom  a  law 
regulating  elections,  which  among  other  things  provideil  as  foUows: 

"Se«'.  21».  lit-  itfnrtktr  fitttrtt't!,  <frr..  Tluit  in  any  imrish.  pre«-inct.  want,  eily,  or  town, 
in  which  during  the  time  of  registration  or  revision  of  registration  or  im  any  day  ol 
election,  there  slia II  Ik*  any  n«it,  tumult,  ai'ts  of  violemv.  intimidation.  nnu<*<l  distorb- 
Miee.  bribery,  or  eornipt  induenceM  at  any  place  within  said  poriiih,  or  at  or  near  any  poll 
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or  voting  pliite,  or  place  of  registration  or  revision  of  registration,  which  riot,  tumult, 
acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery,  or  corrupt  influences  shall 
prevent,  or  tend  to  prevent,  a  lair,  free,  peaceable,  and  lull  vote  of  all  the  qualified 
electors  of  said  parish,  precinct,  ward,  city,  or  town,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  com- 
missioner of  election,  if  such  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturb- 
nuce,  bribery,  or  corrupt  influences  occur  on  the  day  of  election,  or  of  the  supervisor  of 
registration,  or  any  a.ssistant  supervisor  of  registration  of  the  parish,  if  they  occur  during 
the  time  of  registration  or  revision  of  registration,  to  make  in  duplicate  and  under  oath 
a  dear  and  full  statement  of  all  the  facts  relating  thereto,  and  of  the  effect  produced 
by  such  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery,  or  cor- 
rupt influences,  in  preventing  a  fair,  free,  peaceable,  and  full  registration  or  election, 
and  of  the  number  of  (jualified  electors  deterred  by  such  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence, 
intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery,  or  corrupt  influences,  from  registering  or  vot- 
ing, which  statement  shall  also  be  corroborated  under  oath  by  three  respectable  citizens, 
qualified  electors  of  the  parish. 

"When  such  statement  is  made  by  a  commissioner  of  election  or  assistant  supervisor 
of  registration  he  shall  forward  both  copies  to  the  supervisor  of  registration  immediately 
on  the  close  of  the  election.  The  supervisor  of  registration  shall  lorward  one  copy  of  all 
such  statements,  whether  made  by  himself  or  a  commissioner  of  election  or  by  an  assist- 
ant supervisor  of  registration,  to  the  governor,  ard  shall  deposit  one  copy  with  the 
clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  parish. 

'•  Skc.  r>:5.  B<  it  further  enacted,  cCt.,  That  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  polls  on 
the  (lay  of  election  the  commissioners  of  election  at  each  poll  or  voting  place  shall  seal 
the  hallot-box  by  pasting  slips  of  paper  over  the  keyhole  and  the  opening  in  the  top 
ihi'n<»r,  and  fastening  the  same  with  sealing-wax,  on  which  they  shall  impress  a  seal, 
and  they  shall  write  the  names  of  the  commissioners  on  the  said  slips  of  paper;  they 
shall  forthwith  convey  the  ballot-box  so  sealed  to  the  oflScc  of,  and  deliver  taid  ballot- 
box  to,  the  supervisor  of  registration  for  the  parish,  who  shall  keep  his  office  open  for  that 
pnr]M)st'  from  the  hour  of  the  close  of  the  election  until  all  the  votes  from  the  several 
polls  or  voting  i)laces  of  the  precinct  shall  have  l)een  received  and  c-ounted.  The  super- 
visor of  registration  shall  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  said  ballot-box  note  its  con- 
dition and  the  state  of  the  seals  and  fastenings  thereof,  and  shall  then,  in  the  presence 
of  the  commissioners  of  election  and  three  citizens,  freeholders  of  the  parish  for  such  poll 
or  voting  place,  ojien  the  ballot-box  and  count  the  ballots  therein,  and  make  a  list  of  all 
the  names  of  the  persons  and  offices  voted  for,  the  number  of  votes  for  each  person,  the 
number  of  ballots  in  the  box,  and  the  number  of  ballots  rejected,  and  the  reason  there- 
for. Said  statements  shall  be  made  in  triplicate,  and  each  copy  thereof  shall  be  signed 
and  sworn  to  by  the  ( ommissioners  of  election  of  the  poll  and  by  the  supervisor  of  regis- 
tration. As  soon  as  the  supervisor  of  registration  shall  have  made  the  statement  above 
provided  for,  for  each  \)o\\  in  his  precinct  or  parish,  and  it  shall  have  been  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  as  above  directed,  the  supervisor  of  registration  shall  inclose  in  an  envelope 
of  strong  pai)er  or  cloth,  securely  sealed,  one  copy  of  such  statement  from  each  poll  and 
one  copy  of  the  list  of  persons  voting  at  each  poll,  and  one  copj'  of  any  statements  as  to 
violente  or  disturbance,  bribery  or  corruption,  or  other  oflenses  specified  in  section  29  of 
this  act,  if  any  there  l)e,  together  with  all  memoranda  and  tally-lists  used  in  making  the 
count  and  statement  of  the  votes,  and  shall  send  such  package  by  mail,  properly  and 
plainly  addresw^d,  to  the  governor  of  the  State.  The  supervisor  of  registration  shall  send 
a  second  copy  of  said  statement  to  the  governor  of  the  State  by  the  next  most  safe  and 
sp«'C(ly  mo<le  of  conveyance,  and  shall  retain  the  third  copy  in  his  own  possession. 

"Skc.  r>4.  Br  if  further  enacted,  <Ct.,  That  the  governor,  the  lieutenant-governor,  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  John  Lynch  and  T.  C.  Anderson,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be 
the  returning  oflicers  for  all  elections  in  the  State,  a  majority  ot  whom  sliall  constitute 
a  (luorum  and  have  i)ower  to  make  the  returns  of  all  elections.  In  case  of  any  vacancy 
by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise  by  either  of  the  board,  then  the  vacancy  shall  be 
tilled  by  the  residue  of  the  lK)ard  of  returning  officers.  The  returning  officers  hhall,  after 
each  election,  before  entering  upon  theirduties,  take  and  subscribe  to  the  following  oath 
helore  a  Judge  of  the  supreme  or  any  district  court: 

•• '  1,  A.  IJ.  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affiim)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  diligently  perform 
the  duties  of  a  returning  officer  as  prescribed  by  law;  that  I  will  carefully  and  honestly 
ciinvjiss  and  compile  the  statements  of  the  votes,  and  make  a  true  and  correct  return  of 
the  election:  So  help  me  Clod.' 

•'Within  ten  days  alter  the  closing  of  the  election-  said  returning  officers  shall  meet 
in  New  ( )ihans  to  canvass  and  c(mipi1e  the  statements  of  votes  made  by  the  supervisors 
of  registration,  and  make  returns  of  the  election  to  the  secretary  of  state.  They  shall 
continue  in  session  until  such  retunis  have  been  completed.  The  governor  shall  at  such 
meeting  ojM'n  in  the  jircsence  of  the  .«>aid  returning  officers  the  statements  of  the  super- 
visors of  registrati<m.  and  the  said  returning  officers  shall,  fropi  said  !<t at ements,  canvass 
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:ind  compile  the  ictiiriis  ol'tlK-  election  in  duplieate.  One  copy  ol' such  rt'tuiiiHthtyttball 
tile  in  the  otlice  ul  the  M-cretary  ol  >tate,  and  of  one  copy  they  shall  make  public  prucla- 
niation  by  printing  in  the  ollitial  journal  and  such  other  ne\vs]Ki]H'rs  as  they  may  det'Ui 
pn)]H'r.  deciaiin*;  the  names  dt'all  ])«'iM:ns  and  olVicers  voted  lor.  the  iiuuiIht  of  votcHlor 
each  iMM>on.  and  the  nanu*s  of  the  perMinswho  have  lK>en  duly  and  lawlully  elvctml. 
The  returns  ol  the  eiet'ions  thus  made  and  jtromulpited  shall  ]}v  pntua  jartt  evitU'nit.' in 
all  courts  ol' justice  and  before  all  civil  ofliceis  until  Mt  aside,  altrr  a  contest  acciiiclii:}: 
to  law.  of  the  ri^^ht  of  any  jK^rson  named  therein  to  hold  and  exerci.<e  the  olliix-lo  wliK-Ji 
he  shall  bv  such  return  Im*  decland  elected. 

"The  governor  shall  within  thirty  days  thereafter  issue  commissions  to  all  uflii'ers 
thus  dei'lared  elected  who  ar*>  retjuin-d  by  law  to  be  connnissioucd. 

"Sk<'.  .Vi.  ///  it  futthtr  I mutui,  <iv..  That  in  such  canvass  and  compilation  the nttiiu- 
inj^olVneis  shall  observe  the  follow  in-order:  They  shall  compile  first  thestiiteuienth  fruni 
all  (Mills  or  \oting  ])laces  at  which  there  shall  ha\e  been  a  fair,  free,  and  ]M'aceabIv  ie;{iH> 
t  rat  ion  and  election.  When4'ver  tr(»m  any  ])oll  or  \oting  place  thcif  sliull  be  receivcil 
the  statement  of  any  su|NT\i>or  of  re;:i«>Uati(>n.  a>sistant  su|H'rvisor  ot  n*{:i.itrfltion.  or 
commissioner  of  elirtinii.  in  form  as  i<(|uiicd  b\  section  i:!U>f  this  act.  un  ullWlavit  of 
three  or  more  citi/ens,  ot'  any  riot,  tuniiiit.  a<ts  of  violence,  intimidation,  arnu'd  (IIh- 
lurlKince,  briU-iy.  or  corrupt  intluences  which  |>i«'\cnted  or  tended  tf>  prevent  u  lair.  I  ret', 
and  jN'accable  and  lull  \ote  n\'  all  (|UaIitied  eh  etois  entitled  to  Vf)te  at  such  ]k>11  ur  vut- 
ing  place,  viich  returning  oilicers  sliall  not  canv:i>s.  count,  or  compile  the  statement  «»f 
\otcs  Irom  such  iniII  i»r  \ntin^  place  until  the  .statements  from  all  other  (xdls  or  voting 
pl:iccs>hall  ha\e  lieen  canv;i^>e(l  and  eomi»iled.  The  icturning  oHicers  shall  then  |in>- 
(ccd  to  inventigatc  the  ^tatcment<  of  ri(»t.  tumult,  acts  ot'\ioIence,  intnnidution.  ainu-d 
di^inrhance.  biilH'ry.oi  roMU|it  inilucnccs  :it  an,\  sut  h  poll  or  xotinu  ]>lacv,  and  if  fruni 
the  c\ii!cni-e  of  >urh  stai<  incuts  they  .shall  be  con\incetl  that  sUt  h  liot.  tumult,  act?*  4.f 
\  ioh  nee.  intimidation,  aimed  distui  iiance.  brilH-ry.  or  conupt  inlliiences  did  not  inate- 
nally  inteit.  re  with  the  pniity  ami  ireedom  of  the  election  at  such  \hi\\  or  voting  i>Ja(t\ 
or  did  not  pic\ent  a  sutVx  lent  nnnilN-rof  «|nalilicd  vut«Ts  thereat  from  rcgisleriiig  or  \oling 
to  niaieiially  ehani^e  the  roll  It  of  the  election,  then,  and  not  otherwise.  s:iid  retuiu 
ing  iilViccis  shall  canvass  and  compile  ihe  \ote  of  suih  |m)I1  or  voting  ]dace  with  tliiM* 
]n(\iiiiisly  rauNassid  and  (i>mpilcd:  but  it  stid  leturning  oHiceis  >hall  not  1»«  fully  Kut- 
islied  ihcieiii.  it  sh.ill  be  theii  dii^v  to  examine  further  testimony  in  ieg;iid  theieto.  and 
to  thisrnd  tiny  shall  ha\r  ]i<)\\ei  tn  >cnd  loi  perMiiis  and  pa)M>i>.  Il'.after  such  exanii- 
natiitn.  the  ^ai«l  Minmnig  otlnei-s  s}|;ii|  he  < mn  iiu-ed  that  said  riot,  tumult,  artsof  \u>- 
leiiee.  Hit  iniid.it  inii,  aMiu  d  di.sfiM  bain-e.  biilNi\.oi  eoirupt  inlliiences  did  materially 
intertcie  with  till-  iiuii:\  .ind  iienlnni  of  the  clcctinii  at  such  poll  or  voting  pla(*e, or  diil 
prexent  a  "iitlicii  ni  nninbi  i  ul  the  i|nal;iii  d  <  liituis  thereat  from  registering  and  \ofiiig. 
til  ni.itenally  eliange  the  lesnlt  ol  the  election,  then  the  said  ret  Hilling  otliirrM  shall  lait 
tanxass  or  <onipilt-  the  statcniciit  of  the  \ot(*s  of  ^iich  im>1I  or  \oting  phui*.  but  shall  ex- 
tliide  it  liom  theii  ntiiins.  The  retnrnim:  oliieeis  may  apiniint  such  clerks  as  may  lie 
iiecoNiiy.  |i>r  a  It  n;^tli  of  time  ni»t  to  cMicd  thiity  days,  who  shall  Ih-  |i:iitl  $.*»  per  day 
each  for  the  tiim- aetuatly  srixcd.  wliuh  time  s'liall  1h' s|M'cilicd  in  a  written  anvuiit, 
MibsrnlNil  ami  swi.m  to  by  -in  h  iliiK.aiid  :ippr(«Vfd  by  the  rctiiiniiig  otVuvni.  Tlie 
auditor  ol  pnlilii  aeeoiints  .sh.iII  is.sue  his  waii.int  ii|niii  the  tieasiiiy  tor  the  aiiiouiit  of 
sii<  h  aei-oiint  so  siili^,  I  |)if,|  ;i||ii  ^\\ii|  II  til  :ini]  appto^  rd. 

••.<l«    .'Hi.    Ilf  if  in,tfiit  ,  11,11  tft/,  ,\.i   .   'that  It  -hall  Ih'  the  diitv  i>f  the  siHTetarv  of  Hiati* 

■ 

to  tran^mii  totlierliiU  ol  the  hoiisrot  ri  pii-i-ntati\rs  and  ih«' M-eietaiy  oi  the  senate  of 
'he  last  v:i  n*  lal  assi-iiiM\  j  Ii<.t  ni  tin-  names  ni  si|i  li  prisii|]<.  as.  antkidiiig  to  the  retiiriiN. 
shall  IiaM-  III  i-n  I  li  i  ti  tl  lii  eltln  I  biain  b  of  the  uriirial  assriiihU  .  .irid  it  shall  Ik' the  duiV 
ol  said  el*  ik  .Hid  s,,  iit,iiy  to  plate  the  iiaiiits  mI  the  re]iitsi>iitati\cs  aiitl  scnatoin  elect, 
*Mi  fiiinisliiil,  ii|Nii|  ilii-  lull  of  the  hfiisr  aiitl  tif  the  st-iiale.  ri  •«peeti\ely :  and  ihuM*  repre- 
seiitatixes  aiitl  sin.itors  w  host-  li.iints  mu  ^n  pl.i<-ed  by  iliechik  ami  Mtietary.  rt-Mpect- 
i\tly.  Ill  .It  linil.iiH  I' w  i;li  till-  ioii-::o)iig  pio\  iMtiiis.  an«l  none  tit liei.  shall  In- coniiteteni  ti» 
<i[gani/e  tin-  lioiisi- ul  i«  |iii  s,  i,tat  im  s  ni  otii.iti  Ntithin;!  in  this  act  shall  Im' conntriictl 
to  ciintlii  t  w ith  ait:«  li  ::i  ••!  i|ii>  i on-titiiiion  ••!  the  St.ite. 

"Si.f  .'i7  /•'  1/  t'liiflut  iiin.'iif,  I-,.  ,  I  hat  s||fiii|(i  :>ii\  ni  ||||<  letiiinitig  oflio'rs  tiammi 
III  till**  act  In-  .1  caiiiiitl.ite  ini  .my  oilii  •■  .it  any  I'let  lion,  he  shall  In'  tliHiiiialilutl  to  art  an 
letuiniiig  otlitii  Im  that  e!t-t  tion.  .iii«l  .1  majoiiix  ot  the  rem.iining  ii  tinning  ofKivrit 
nhall  siimiiitiii  oouie  If  s]  4  •  i.il  !•-  <iii/in  toiitt  as  ii  tiiiinn;:  cflii « i  iiipl.i*. ecf  liw  one  ku 
diM|ualillt  il 

'I'll i"*  act  1-  in  <  o!.:!'*  I  \\:th  ihi  t«instiiiitioii  in  st  \fral  p.itlii  lilar*^  |-'in«t.  the  (tinitti- 
liiiioii  pio\  lilt  s  thai  lilt- It-turn  ot  till- t  !•  I  tioM  of  all  m>  imIh-i^  of  the  If^ishitun*  .*iluill  lie 
III.  til- In  till- si  I  irtai  \  ot  si.iii-  Si  I  .III  h;  .\ndaititlf  1^  pi«>\  ith  s  ihat  ihi*  rrtiiiii» 
fit  i-\i-i\  etei  t  oil  ioi  L:o\t  I  Hill  .iiitl  1*1  Mtiti.in'  •.'••ii-iiior  slialj  lM-s<aled  up  anil  tiaiif»iiiitti-«l 
III  the  s«  4  li-t.ti  \  ol  si.tti  .  \%  ho  «h.di  •!•  ii*  i  1  tht  i;i  to  tin  s|HMkci  nt  the  hoiiM*  iif  rrpn*senf  • 
Utl^e^lh«[i  n<  .\t   !••  hi   lioti;i  n.  .iiid  ih..;   iIm   iim  ud  •  i- i.j  the  L'cneial  asM'inbU — lluil  Iji, 
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both  houses  of  the  legislature — shall  meet  in  the  house  6f  represeutatives  to  examine  and 
count  the  votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor. 

The  act  provides  that  the  returns  shall  be  made  to  the  governor,  and  that  the  governor, 
the  lieutentant-govemor,  the  secretary  of  state,  and  John  lynch  and  T.  C.  Anderson,  or 
a  minority  of  them,  shall  be  returning  officers  for  all  elections  in  the  State:  that  they 
shall  examine,  canvass,  and  count  the  votes,  and  determine  who  has  been  elected  gov- 
ernor and  to  other  State  offices,  and  who  members  of  the  legislature.  The  act  provides 
lor  a  totally  diflferent  machinery  from  that  provided  by  the  constitution  for  the  Mile- 
keeping,  examination,  and  count  of  the  votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor.  1  he 
act,  in  so  far  as  it  provides  that  Lynch  and  Anderson  shall  be  members  of  said  canvassing 
board,  is  in  conflict  with  the  provision  of  the  constitution  in  relation  to  appointments  to 
office. 

Under  these  provisions  of  the  coustitution  and  lawsof  the  State,  a  general  election  was 
held  in  the  State  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1872,  lor  governor  and  other  Stateofficers, 
and  membersof  the  legislature.  At  this  election  McEnery  and  Kellogg  were  candidates 
for  governor,  and  Dibble,  who  was  then  judge  of  the  eighth  district  court  of  New  Orleans, 
and  Elmore  i^ere  candidates  for  the  office  of  judge  of  said  court. 

The  election  was  in  fact  conducted,  and  returns  thereof  made,  in  pretended  pursuance 
of  the  election  law  above  quoted  from.  Governor  Warmoth  held  in  his  own  hands  the 
entire  machinery  of  the  election.  He  appointed  the  registrars  and  they  appointed  the 
commissionei*s  of  election,  and  the  returns  from  the  parishes  were  made  to  him,  as  the 
law  required,  and  not  to  the  secretary  of  state,  as  required  by  the  constitution. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1872,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  returning  or  canvassing 
board.  Present:  Warmoth,  governor;  Pinchback,  lieutenant-governor;  Ilerron,  secretary 
of  state,  and  Lynch,  Anderson  being  absent.  At  this  meeting  Governor  Warmoth  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  board,  Lynch  was  elected  secretary,  and  the  board  ae^ourned  to 
November  14,  12  m. 

It  seems  that  Grovemor  Warmoth  had  become  satisfied  that  the  board,  as  constituted, 
would  not  do  his  bidding  or  execute  his  schemes,  and  he  resolved  to  reconstruct  it. 

This  makes  it  necessary  to  consider  the  imbroglio  which  then  existed  in  regard  to  the 
secretary  of  state.  At  the  election  in  1868,  at  which  Warmoth  was  elected  governor, 
Bovee  was  elected  secretary  of  state.  In  August,  1871,  upon  pretense  of  some  mallca- 
sance  by  Bovee,  Warmoth  issued  a  so-called  *'  executive  order, '^  suspending  Bovee  as  sec- 
retary of  state,  and  appointing  Herron  in  his  place.  This  "executive  order,"  so  far  as 
your  committee  can  ascertain,  had  no  warrant  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  State, 
but  was  an  act  of  usurpation.  But  Bovee  commenced  suit  against  Herron  in  the  eighth 
district  court  of  New  Orleans,  under  the  **  intrusion  act,"  and  in  that  court,  Emerson, 
judge,  presiding,  it  was  declared  that  the  governor  had  authority  to  suspend  Bovee;  that 
such  suspension  created  a  vacancy  in  the  office,  which  the  governor  could  fill  by  com- 
mission, to  extend  until  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  the  legislature.  Bovee  attempted 
to  appeal  from  this  decision,  but  the  supreme  court  dimissed  the  appeal  for  the  reason 
that  it  had  not  been  taken  in  time.  This  left  the  decision  of  the  court  below  in  full 
force,  and  it  has  never  been  set  aside  or  reversed. 

The  legislature  next  met  in  January,  1872,  when  Governor  Warmoth  presented  to  the 
house  of  representatives  charges  against  Bovee,  and  the  house  appointed  a  committee  to 
investigate  these  charges,  with  a  view  to  his  impeachment.  This  investigation  lasted 
for  some  time,  and,  finally,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  on  the  application  of  Bovee,  was 
continued  to  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  upon  the  condition  that  Bovee  should 
remain  suspended  until  the  next  session. 

In  March,  1872,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  Bovee  brought  a  second  suit 
a«;ainst  Herron  in  the  eighth  district  court  of  New  Orleans,  and  this  court  decided.  Dib- 
ble, J.,  presiding,  that  Bovee  was  entitled  to  the  office,  upon  the  ground  that,  conceding 
his  original  removal  and  the  appointment  of  Herron  in  his  place  to  have  been  legal,  yet 
the  commission  of  Herron  expired  with  the  session  of  the  legislature  next  after  the  re- 
moval of  Bovee  and  appointment  of  Herron.  This  decison  was  appealed  from  to  the 
supreme  court,  and  affirmed  about  the  2d  day  of  December,  1872. 

In  the  mean  time,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1872,  at  10  a.  m..  Governor  Warmoth 
had  appointed  Wharton  in  place  of  Herron,  who  up  to  that  time  had  been  secretary  of 
state  fie  facto;  and  the  governor  defends  this  upon  two  grounds:  first,  that  Herron'^  com- 
mission expired  with  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  leaving  the  office  vacant,  and 
that  by  the  constitution  the  governor  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies  happening  during 
the  vacation  of  the  legislature;  and,  second,  that  Herron  was  a  defaulter  in  a  former 
office,  and  by  a  provision  in  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  was  ineligible  to  any  office 
while  thus  in  default.  Wharton,  under  his  appointment,  obtained  possession  of  the 
the  office  and  leld  it,  performing  its  duties  down  to  the  time  when  the  supreme  court — 
about  December  2,  1872 — decided,  in  ]k)vee's  second  suit,  that  he  (Bovee)  was  entitled 
to  tbe  office. 
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Aud  ju>t  here  I  will  remark  that  while  Clayton  Rays  be  never  attended  a  single  canctui 
duruij;  thf  srs-siou  ot*  the  lfgi>latuic,  hia  own  witnea*,  W.  S.  Oliver,  says  that  Clayton 
was  ^cijiMaiiy  pnsiut  at  all  the  caucuses.  He  attended  them  himself  and  saw  Clayton 
then'.  Ch.inilii-rlain,  al>o  liis  winiess,  s;»y8  he  attended  a  caucus  of  Ivepubhcaus  when 
Claytiin  and  l><)w«-ii  were  present.  The  levee  bills,  the  penitentiary  bill,  and  eertaiu 
raiiioad  bills  wric  jiiireed  \\\nm  in  caucus;  so  was  Clayton's  nomination. 

Scales,  a  DeiiHHrai  who  \oted  for  Clayton  on  the  stM-ond  election,  Kiys  that  in  an  in- 
tervjcw  1k'  Ihid  with  (ioNernor  Clayton  before  his  election,  and  in  talking  on  that  snb- 
jecr,  CWiViou  told  him  if  he  wouitl  name  good  men  to  till  the  office  of  magistrate  in  hi» 
county  be  would  ap{)oint  ilieni.  lladley  was  ])resent  aud  said  he  would  ugri^  to  what- 
ev«T  C  la.N  tr>n  .s;iid  lu^  would  d'.\  '1  liat  was  in  the  event  Iladley  Itecame  go\emor.  Tlii?* 
was  alter  J(>hnM)n  was  appointed  sicretary  of  state,  and  l)efore  the  election  of  Clayton. 
Hutl  a  eon\rr.-ation  on  the  s;une  tlay  with  Isiae  V.  Mills,  who  wasKnp]K)r1ing  Clayton.  I 
think  1  told  hint  1  had  assurances  Iroin  Clayton  and  lladley  that  these  appointments  would 
Ik  inade;  told  bun  1  woulil  sup]M»it  Clayton,  and  told  Mills  of  my  conversation  with 
flay  ton.  I  \oted  lor  Clayton,  and  <onsidered  when  1  voted  for  him  that  these  vacant 
olIiee>  in  mv  coun'y  would  b(>  lilled.  1  ^a\e  the  names  ot  some  seven  or  eight  Demo- 
crats ;ind  li'cpnliiicins  to  lladley  and  he  ap|:oini((l  them.  Clayton  appointed  some 
before  be  le.s.^ned.  lladUy  did  not  appoint  M>ine  1  recommended,  and  that  is  the  only 
in>iii|>i:iint  I  inaHe  :l;Jr;i^l^t  bun.  Ntal,  :i  DenuMTatie  menilK-r  of  the  house,  voted  for  the 
ai'tiele.>«  ol  impe.iehinent  a;:ain.'>t  Clayton  \Vhen  the  r(>olution  was  passc'il,  lonrte^u 
."-ena'or-i,  as  U  lore  .Niated.  to  hrcak  the  (|Uoruni  of  the  S4?nate,  and  thus  to  prevent  action 
on  the  anieie-xil  imiH'aehinent.  "took  to  thebnisir'  (u<>ing  the  language  of  the  witue»H) 
and  Were  g>ne  a  week,  lemaimng  dnrin;:  that  time  at  the  ilwellings  of  W  S.  Oliver  and 
,Iud;ir  lJ4iw«  n,  autl  visited  while  thi-re  by  Cla>t»'n.  Meanwhi'e  Ncal  had  evidently  bct'n 
maniiui  ated.  tor  I  he  (omniittee  managing  the  im)M*achineut  in  the  bouse  was  changed 
and  .Ne.il  appoinied  l>y  Tanki  rslev,  the  s]>eakcr  of  the  bous<*.  chairman  of  that  conimit- 
tei>.  1  he  et.iMmiitecou  tbeseetKid  or  thiid  d;iy  alter  Neal  was  jipiN)iuied,  without  taking 
any  ev.«!enee  to  .»upport  the  artieles  o\  )m]M'a«  hment,  e\eept  to  examine  some  reconls  in 
i'lavion  s  otVa-e.  reiH>ited  ba<-k  to  tin'  h«ui>e  that  thev  could  find  uocxidcnct*  on  which 
tt>  .vn^t.ni  theehaiges.  .Ne.il  bud  two  measures  of  much  im]M)rtanee  to  him  pending 
1m*. ore  the  U'gtNlatuie.  He  waiiK-d  two eiiuitseHt.ibiished  atid  desired  Clayton *s inlluentT 
top.i^-'^the  bill.  The  bill  was  alteiward  ]>:isxed.  Neal  did  not  vote  ftir  Clayton,  und 
givt^  the  leaMin  why  be  did  not  \ote  at  all.  that  the  ebction  came  oil'  at  11  o'clock  in- 
hiead  ol  li  o\  Km  k  in  the  day.  The  houH<.  jnurnal  shows,  page  TIT),  that  the  election 
wa-  he!«l  in  a'cotdanee  with  the  proxisions  of  the  act  of  Congiess,  wliich  designates  I'i 
nieridi.in  as  the  hour. 

Mel.;ine  swe.ir^  liiat  be  w:is  in  the  houM*  when  the  election  was  going  on,  and  that  he 
Kiw  Neal  dnrin!X  the  loll  call  ^ret  npanil  leaxe  the  chamln'r.  '  Neal  was  also  interestetl  in 
u  lailnud  tor  which  be  wanted  Stale  aid.  which  toiild  only  Ik'  gianled  by  the  hoani  of 
«t»niini--niners.  of  which  Clayton  was  one  of  thn-e  menilH'rs. 

'file  iie^ro  ^  White-  M-n.itor  wa*«  also  a  comi^ttitor  of  Clayton's  in  the  election,  ami  was 
in-tineti<l  I  y  liw  4<»n^tituints  to  \ote  for  binisi'lf  lb*  did  so.  but  lieloie  theanuonnoe* 
ment  fif  the  roult  of  the  b:illot,  he  ios<*  and  said,  "I  change  my  vote  to  Powell  Clay* 
ton 

.MiConijell  s^ivM  that  ( l.iyton  and  TMiwcn  called  at  his  nM>m  at  a  late  hour  the  night 
iH'inti*  the  <  li-eiion  aiid  stat«d  that  they  had  juHt  h-cii  Whiit*  (this  senat(»r)  and  another 
m*  uiIh  r  ol  the  hgiolatnie  named  .Manm,  and  hud  lixed  the  matter  with  them,  bat  that 
tlh'V  weie  \t  ly  <  \p»nsiv<'. 

Ml  lane  swtais  that  White  t<»ld  him  ho  was  visite<l  after  I'i  o'clwk  th«  nigbt  before 
the  laM  (bet  ion  i.f  Clavton  bv  (lavton  and  lladli-v;  that  thev  staid  with  him  an  bmir 

•  •  •  ■  • 

or  two  and  fixed  the  matter  up. 

lulton  swears  that  White  iMmste<l  that  begot  $2r»,000  worth  of  stock  in  a  railroad  while 
b«'  wjis  M'liator. 

Aiio'bei  witnix^s  te>tifi<s  that  White  was  ebargid  at  n  public  meeting  where  he  wan 
prcM-nt  with  baMug  re<-eived  $'J.').(NH>  in  iMiudsfor  hisvnte.  and  did  not  make  any  denial. 

MiCoiHK  II  testilics  tb:it  Clavton  told  bun  to  kiv  to  St4M*le  (senatoil.  who  was  con«id- 
ered  donbtliil.  that  be  i('la.\toii)  would  ap|N)int  him  judge  of  the  cin'nit  court  if  lie 
woiibl  \oie  fi.r  (  \.\\  ton  lor  Senator.  Steele  vot«tl  lor  Clayton  und  was  appointed  jndfpe 
of  that  mnit.  titt  .^earle.  ie'»i»:ned. 

ChamU>rain  (ptojcetor.  with  Clayton  and  Edwanls,  of  the  "star  clmmber  coninait- 
tee,"  and  (  l:ivtf>n*s  witn«>*«t  stys:  " Clayton  asketl  me  to  vote  for  him  on  his  second 
election:  saiil  if  I  would  be  woubl  make  out  for  me  a  <*cmimisMon  a.*t  justif-e  of  the 
pence*  right  then.  I  voteil  forCIav'tOu,  and  got  my  com niiM«ion alter watd  fnmi  Jtodley.** 
lie  stat«s,  however,  that  he  did  not  vote  in  c«inMdenition  of  the  ("ommis^ion.  l\ft-on:r3^ 
let  it  1m»  nmemliered  that  lietwi^n  tlie  tlrst  and  second  .Sfuatorial  eUvTionftChanilicrlaiB 
hitd  broken  out  the  trices.     The  impriu  hnient  of  .TohnFon  to  dep^isc  bini,  ami  tlios  fill* 
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canvass  and  compile  the  statements  of  the  votes,  and  make  a  trae  and  correct  return  of 
the  election:  So  help  me  God.* 

' '  Within  ten  days  after  the  closing  of  the  election  said  returning  officers  shall  meet  in 
New  Orleans  to  canvass  and  compile  the  statement  of  votes  made  by  the  commissioners 
of  election,  and  make  returns  of  the  election  to  the  secretary  of  state.  They  shall  con- 
tinue in  session  until  such  returns  have  been  compiled.  The  presiding  officer  shall,  at 
such  meeting,  open,  in  the  presence  of  said  returning  officers,  the  statements  of  the  com- 
missioners of  election,  and  the  said  returning  officers  shall,  from  said  statements,  canvass 
and  compile  the  returns  of  the  election  in  duplicate;  one  copy  of  such  returns  they  shall 
file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  of  one  copy  they  shall  make  public  procla- 
mation, by  printing  in  the  official  journal  and  such  other  newspapers  as  they  may  deem 
proper,  declaring  the  names  of  all  persons  and  officers  voted  for,  the  number  of  votes  for 
each  person,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  been  duly  and  lawfully  elected. 
The  return  of  the  election  thus  made  and  promulgated  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  in 
all  courts  of  justice  and  before  all  civil  officers,  until  set  aside  after  contest  according  to 
law,  of  the  right  of  any  person  named  therein  to  hold  and  exercise  the  office  to  which  he 
shall  by  such  return  be  declared  elected.  The  governor  shall,  within  thirty  days  there- 
after, issue  commissions  to  all  officers  thus  declared  elected  who  are  required  by  law  to 
be  commissioned." 

And  further,  as  follows: 

"Sec.  71.  Be  it  further  enacted  f  <£*c..  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  that  all  others  on  the  subject  of  election  laws  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed. ' ' 

Governor  Warmoth  claimed  that  the  effect  of  this  act  was  to  abolish  all  previously 
existing  canvassing  or  returning  boards;  and  that  inasuiuch  as  the  act  took  effect  during 
the  vacation  of  the  legislature  he  was  authorized  to  appoint  the  board  under  that  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution  before  quoted,  which  authorizes  the  governor  to  fill  vacancies 
occurring  during  such  vacation. 

On  the  same  day  upon  which  the  governor  approved  the  last-named  act  he  issued  a 
proclamation  calling  a  session  of  the  legislature  to  convene  on  the  9th  day  of  December, 
1872.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  members  of  the  legislature  elected  Novem- 
ber 4,  1872,  if  any  were  elected,  were  authorized  to  convene  under  this  proclamation. 

On  the  21st  of  November  motion  was  made  before  Judge  Dibble  for  a  new  trial  in  the 
«nit  of  the  Lynch  board  against  the  Warmoth  board,  in  which  the  judge  had  decided  in 
favor  of  the  Lynch  board,  enjoining  the  Warmoth  board,  and  in  the  suit  in  favor  of  the 
Warmoth  Iward  against  the  Lynch  board,  which  that  judge  had  dismissed;  iuid  these 
motions  were  set  down  for  hearing  before  Judge  Dibble  on  the  25th  of  November.  Be- 
fore this  day  arrived  Governor  Warmoth  pretended  to  be  convinced  that  Elmore  had  been 
elected  in  place  of  Dibble;  commissioned  Elmore,  who,  supported  by  the  sheriff  and  a 
posse  comitatus  of  roughs  and  thugs,  took  his  place  on  the  Ixench  and  excluded  Dibble. 
It  should  be  stated,  however,  in  this  connection  that  although  no  legal  canvass  had  been 
made  ascertaining  the  fact  that  Elmore  was  elected,  nevertheless  it  is  admitted  by  all 
parties  that  he  was  in  fact  elected  by  about  9,000  majority. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  Elmore,  who  had  been  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  and  was 
seated  on  the  bench  substantially  by  force,  granted  the  motion  for  new  trial  in  both 
cases  upon  the  ground  that  the  act  approved  November  20  had  abolished  all  former 
boards;  and  he  dissolved  the  injunction  granted  against  the  Wannoth  board  and  dis- 
missed both  suits. 

Governor  Warmoth  having  thus  by  the  judgment  of  a  judge  by  him  prematurely  com- 
missioned rid  himsel  f  of  the  embarrassment  arising  from  the  two  boards  of  canvassers 
pretending  to  act,  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  December  proceeded  to  fill  the  board  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act  of  November  20  by  appointing  De  Feriet,  Wiltz,  Isabel,  Austin,  and 
Taylor  in  pretended  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  him  by  article  61  of  the 
constitution,  to  fill  vacancies  happening  in  the  vacation  of  the  l^islature. 

We  now  come  to  the  saddest  chapter  in  this  melancholy  business — the  interference  of 
Federal  authority  with  the  affairs  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  fifteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  provides  as  follows  : 

"Section  1.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall  not  be  denied  or 
abridged  by  the  United  States,  or  by  any  State,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous 
condition  of  servitude. 

"Sec.  2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legis- 
lation.'' " 

The  subject  of  suffrage  belongs  entirely  to  the  States  and  must  be  regulated  by  them 
exclusively,  with  the  single  exception  created  by  this  amendment,  that  no  State  can 
deny  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  the  right  to  vote  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  pre- 
vious condition  of  servitude;  and  the  extent  of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject  is 
to  see  to  it  that  the  States  do  not  violate  this  provision.     Congress  has  the  undoubted 
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power  to  enact  such  laws  as  are  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  to  the  colored  dtizen  his 
right  to  vote  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  and  with  the  same  effect  as  the  right 
is  eiyoyed  and  exercised  by  while  citizens;  and,  speaking  of  the  case  before  us,  this  is 
the  extent  of  jurisdiction  possessed  by  the  National  Government  in  regard  to  State 
elections. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  31,  1870  (16  Stat,  at  Large,  140),  provides  as  follows: 
*' Section  1.  That  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  are  or  shall  be  otherwise 
qualitied  by  law  to  vote  at  any  election  by  the  people  in  any  State,  Territory,  district, 
county,  city,  parish,  township,  school  district,  municipality,  or  other  territorial  sulxii- 
vision,  shall  be  entitled  and  allowed  to  vote  at  all  such  elections  without  distinction  of 
race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude,  any  constitution,  law,  custom,  usage,  or 
regulation  of  any  State  or  Territory,  or  by  or  under  its  authority,  to  the  contiary  nut- 
withstanding." 

The  second  section  provides  for  registration  under  the  laws  of  the  State  without  dis- 
tinction of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude;  and  section  3  provides  that 
where  any  act  is  required  by  any  State  law — as  registrarion,  for  instance — *'the  offer  of 
any  such  citizen  to  perform  the  act  required  to  be  done,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  if  it  fail  to 
be  carried  into  execution  by  the  wrongful  act"  of  the  State  officer,  be  deemed  and  held 
a  performance  in  law  of  the  act  required;  and  that  the  person  so  offering  and  failing,  as- 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  in  fact  periormed 
such  act. 
Section  23  is  as  follows: 

"That  when  any  person  shall  be  defeated  or  deprived  of  his  election  to  any  office,  ex- 
cept elector  of  President  or  Vice-President,  Representative  or  Delegate  in  Congress,  or 
member  of  a  State  legislature,  by  reason  of  the  denial  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  who 
shall  offer  to  vote,  of  the  right  to  vote,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition 
of  servitude,  his  right  to  hold  and  enjoy  such  office  and  the  emoluments  thereof  shall 
not  be  impaired  by  such  denial;  and  such  person  may  bring  any  appropriate  suit  or  pro- 
ceeding to  recover  possession  of  such  office;  and  in  cases  where  it  shall  appear  that  the 
sole  question  touching  the  title  to  such  office  arises  out  of  the  denial  of  the  right  to  vote 
to  citizens  who  so  offered  to  vote,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of 
servitude,  such  suit  or  proceeding  may  be  instituted  in  the  circuit  or  district  court  of 
the  United  States  of  the  circuit  or  district  in  which  such  person  resides.  And  said  cir- 
cuit or  district  court  shall  have,  concurrently  with  the  State  courts,  jurisdiction  thereof, 
so  far  as  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  jwrties  to  such  office  by  reason  of  the  denial  of 
the  right  guaranteed  by  the  fifteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  secured  by  this  act." 

This  act  was  amended  by  the  act  of  Febnuary  28,  1871,  16  Stat.  L.,  433,  section  15, 
providing  as  follows: 

**That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  all 
cases  in  law  or  equity  arising  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  the  act  hereby  amended; 
and  if  any  person  shall  receive  any  injury  to  his  person  or  property,  for  or  on  account  of 
any  act  by  him  done  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  the  act  hereby  amended,  he 
e^llbe  entitled  to  maintain  suit  for  damages  therefor  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  district  wherein  the  party  doing  the  injury  may  reside  or  shall  be  found.*' 
These  acts  were  passed  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  and 
regulate  elections  for  members  of  Congress;  and,  so  far  as  they  apply  to  the  election  of 
State  officers  and  members  of  State  legislatures,  they  are  confined  to  the  single  purpose 
of  securing  to  all  citizens  the  right  to  vote  without  distinction  of  race,  color,  or  previous 
condition  of  servitude;  and  an  act  of  Congress  attempting  to  go  beyond  this  would  l)e 
void  for  want  of  authority  in  Congress  to  enact  it.  Therefore,  a  contest  between  two 
citizens  of  the  same  State  in  relation  to  the  office  of  governor,  or  other  State  office,  ciin- 
not  be  waged  in  a  Federal  court,  except  upon  the  ground  that  the  contestant  has  been 
defeated  or  deprived  of  his  election  by  reason  of  the  denial  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of 
the  right  to  vote  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude.  If  the 
contestant  has  been  deleated  in  consequence  of  a  denial  to  citizens  of  the  right  to  vote 
on  account  of  their  belonging  to  a  particular  political  party,  or  a  particular  church,  or 
for  any  rea.son,  except  nice,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude,  no  Federal  oourt 
has  power  to  hear  and  determine  it. 

Keeping  this  in  mind,  we  come  to  consider  the  proceedings  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  1872,  Kellogg  filed  his  bill  on  the  equity  side  of  said  cir- 
cuit court  aj]:ainst  the  Warmoth  board — Warnioth,  Wharton,  Hatch,  and  Da  Ponte— 
and  against  McEncry,  and  the  New  Orleans  Republican  Printing  Company,  publishers  of 
the  New  Orleans  Republican,  being  the  official  journal  of  the  State,  sta^g  that  a  gen- 
eral election  was  held  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1872,  for  governor  and  other  State 
officers;  that  Kellogg  and  2kIcEnery  were  candidates  for  governor  at  said  dection;  thai 
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Governor  Warmoth  had  the  power  hy  law  to  appoint  r^istrars;  and  that  prior  to  the 
election  Warmoth  had  repeatedly  avowed  his  intention  to  unlawfully  defeat  the  election 
of  Kellogg,  and  to  that  end  had  appointed  persons  who  would  aid  him  in  his  purpose; 
and  made  it  a  condition  of  their  appointment  that  they  should  so  aid  him,  and  that  one 
of  his  plans  was  to  deprive  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  the  right  to  vote,  by  refusing 
them  registration  on  account  of  their  race,  color,  and  previous  condition;  that  this^lan 
was  carried  into  execution,  so  that  at  least  10,000  voters  were  on  that  account  deprived 
of  registration;  that  persons  so  refused  registration  applied  to  vote  at  the  election  and 
were  denied;  that  he  (Kellogg)  was  in  possession  of  evidence  of  this  fact;  and  that  hef 
is  informed  and  believes  that  from  three  to  five  thousand  persons  who  had  offered  to  he 
registered  had  been  denied  the  right  to  vote  on  account  of  race  and  color. 

That  Warmoth,  combining  with  the  officers  appointed  by  him,  had  caused  a  dishonest 
and  false  count  of  votes  cast  at  said  election,  and  had  falsified  and  caused  false  returns 
of  the  election  to  be  made;  that  a  number  of  ballots  of  citizens  of  color,  sufficient  to 
have  elected  him,  had  not  been  counted. 

That  when  the  canvassing  board  met,  November  14,  1872,  Longstreet  and  Hawkins 
were  elected  by  the  board  to  fill  the  vacancies  of  Pinchback  and  Anderson;  that  War- 
moth, being  in  possession  of  returns,  refused  to  open  and  present  the  same  to  said  board; 
that  Warmoth,  without  authority,  had  pretended  to  eject  Herron  from  the  office  of  sec- 
retary of  state,  and  had  attempted  with  force  and  arms  to  take  possession  of  the  records 
and  archives  of  that  office,  and  had  unlawfully  pretended  to  appoint  Wharton  secretary 
of  state;  and  that  Wharton  pretended  to  be  a  member  of  the  board,  and  that  Warmoth 
and  Wharton  had  pretended  to  elect  Hatch  and  Da  Ponte  to  fill  the  vacancies  of  Pinch- 
back  and  Anderson,  and  that  Warmoth  had  unlawfully  opened  and  submitted  the  returns 
to  this  illegal  board,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  board  to  make  a  false  canvass 
and  declare  McEnery  elected;  that  although  the  canvass  by  such  unlawful  board  would 
be  void,  yet  their  determination  would  embarrass  him  in  legal  proceedings  to  obtain  said 
office;  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Warmoth  and  his  board  to  destroy  the  returns; 
and  the  intention  of  McEnery  and  the  Warmoth  board  to  have  it  declared  and  published 
in  the  official  paper  that  he  (McEnery)  was  elected. 

That  Warmoth  had  totally  disregarded  the  law  in  regard  to  said  election;  that  he  hud 
done  everything  in  his  power  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  people;  that  he  intended  to  de- 
stroy the  returns  and  all  evidences  of  the  election,  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  hiiii 
(Kellogg)  ever  to  establish  his  right  to  the  office. 

The  bill  prayed  an  injunction  against  Warmoth,  restraining  him  from  canvassing  the 
returns  except  in  presence  of  the  Lynch  board,  and  commanding  him  not  to  deliver  the 
returns  to  the  Warmoth  board,  and  restraining  the  Warmoth  board  from  acting  or  mak- 
ing any  return  or  certificate  in  regard  to  said  election;  and  restraining  McEnery  from 
pretending  to  act  as  governor,  or  asserting  any  claim  to  the  office,  by  virtu*  of  any  certifi- 
cate or  canvass  then  made,  or  thereafter  to  be  made,  by  the  Warmoth  board;  and  re- 
straining the  publishers  of  the  official  newspaper  from  publishing  any  canvass  made  by 
the  Warmoth  board. 

The  prayer  for  the  relief  is  as  follows: 

*' And  it  may  also  please  your  honors  to  order  and  adjudge  that  the  said  defendant, 
H.  C.  Warmoth,  within  a  period  of  time  to  be  fixed  by  your  honors,  do  make  and  depasit 
in  this  honorable  court,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  thereof,  full,  true,  and  exact  sworn 
cqpies  of  each  and  every  paper,  document,  affidavit,  tally-sheet,  list,  sworn  statement, 
or  certificate  or  letter  which  he  may  have  received  or  may  have  come  into  his  possession 
from  any  commissioner  or  commissioners,  or  any  officer  concerned  in  the  control  or  man- 
agement of  said  election,  or  who  had  any  duties  to  perform  in  conne;ption  therewith,  and 
from  all  supervisors  or  assistant  supervisors  of  election,  in  any  manner  relating  to  said 
election,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  beyond  the  power  of  destruction  by  the  sjiid  de- 
fendant Warmoth  and  his  said  confederates,  and  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  saved 
to  your  orator  as  evidence  to  enable  him  to  establish  his  right  to  the  office  of  governor 
as  aforesaid  in  any  judicial  proceedings  which  he  may  be  compelled  to  institute  in  this 
court  to  establish  and  vindicate  the  same. 

"  And  that  the  same  may  be  also  preserved  for  use  or  proof  in  support  of  your  orator's 
bill  in  this  behalf,  and  to  establish  his  right  to  the  relief  by  him  herein  and  hereby  prayed 
for,  and  that  the  said  evidence,  documents,  &c.,  to  be  produced  remain  on  file  in  this 
court  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  preserved  as  evidence  in  any  action  which  your  ora- 
tor may  be  required  to  institute  in  this  court  to  establish  his  said  right  to  said  office.'' 

The  bill  also  contained  prayer  for  process  and  for  general  relief 

It  is  at  least  questionable  whether  this  bill  on  its  face  presented  a  case  within  tho 
jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  court.  Although  it  is  alleged  in  the  former  part  of  the  bill 
that  about  ten  thousand  persons  had  been  denied  registration  on  account  of  race  and 
color,  and  that  from  three  to  five  thousand  of  those  thus  deprived  of  registration  were 
denied  the  right  to  vote,  yet  this  wrong  was  completed  at  the  time  the  bill  was  filed,  and 
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it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  un^lo  it.  In  the  subsequent  jMirt  of  the  bill  the 
pleader  appears  to  ignore  the  fact  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitacie  as  an 
element  of  j  urisdiction. 

Again,  it  cim  hardly  be  claimed  that  Kellogg  had  been  deprived  of  his  oflSce  of  gov- 
ertior  at  the  time  the  bill  was  filed.  The  bill  states,  indeed,  Kellogg^s  apprehension  that 
this  board  would  declare  McEnery  elected,  and  that  such  declaration  would  embiirra>s 
him  in  the  enforcement  of  his  legal  right  to  the  office. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  reasonably  be  claimed  that  if  Warmoth  should  destroy 
the  returns  it  would  be  out  of  Kellogg's  power  to  establish  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
defeated  l)ecause  citizens  had  not  been  allowed  to  vote  on  account  of  race  and  color. 

Conceding,  however,  that  the  bill  did  present  a  case  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  that  jurisdiction  was  limited  by  the  scope  of  the  bill,  and  gave  no  warrant  to  the 
extraordinary  proceedings  which  were  subsequently  had  in  the  case.  The  only  legiti- 
mate purpose  of  this  bill  was  to  preserve  testimony,  and  the  subsequent  attempt  of  the 
court,  on  a  bill  in  equity,  to  determine  the  title  of  Warmoth,  Wharton,  and  others  to 
act  as  State  canvassers  was  a  matter  wholly  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Federal  courts. 
The  bill  shows  that  Warmoth,  Wharton,  Ilatch,  and  Da  Poute  claimed  to  be  members 
of  the  board,  and  were  acting  as  such;  and  alleges  that  they  were  not  members  of  the- 
board,  but  that  Lynch,  Herron,  l^ngstreet,  Hawkins,  and  Warmoth  were  the  legal  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  What  jurisdiction  had  the  Federal  court  to  determine  the  right 
between  these  contending  boards?  They  were  State  officers,  and  it  is  not  alleged  in  the 
bill  that  any  colored  man  was  deprired  of  any  right  which  had  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Hatch  and  Da  Ponte.  Besides,  the  question  of  right  to  this  office  was  entirely  coUat- 
i>ral  in  the  proceedings.  Wharton  and  Longstreet  might  have  conteste<l  their  respective 
rights  in  the  State  courts  imder  the  ''iaitrusion  act*'  of  that  State,  which  corresponds  to 
proceedings  hy  quo  warranto  at  the  common  law.  But  it  was  never  before  pretended  tliat 
such  a  question  could  be  settled  by  suit  in  equity. 

The  utmost  which  the  court  had  authority  to  do  upon  this  bill  wjis  to  restrain  the 
destruction  of  the  returns  and  documents,  to  preserve  which  the  bill  was  filed.  They 
were  State  records,  and  the  Federal  court  had  no  right  to  take  possession  of  them.  The 
bill  did  not  ask  the  court  to  do  so,  but  only  to  require  copies  to  be  filed.  But  the  court 
issued  the  following  restraining  order: 

*'  United  States  of  America,  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  fifth  circuit  and  district 

of  Louisiana,  November  term,  A.  D.  1872. 


n 


New  Orleans,  Saturday,  November  16,  1872. 

'Court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.      Present,  the  Hon.  E.  H.  Dnrell,  district 
judge. 


"William  P.  Kellogg 

V8.  y  No.  6830. 


.LOGG    ) 

\  No.  683 

iT   AL.    J 


"H.  C.  WAKiMOTII    ET 

"On  motion  of  J.  II.  Beckwith,  counsel  and  solicitor  for  complainant,  it  is  ordered  that 
H.  C.  Warmoth,  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  H.  Hatch,  Durant  Da  Ponte,  John  McEnery, 
and  the  New  Orleans  Kepublican  Printing  Company,  publishers  of  the  New  Orleans 
Republican,  a  newspaper,  being  the  official  journal  of  the  State  of  Ix)uisiana,  beenjoined 
and  restrained  from  in  any  manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  pretending  to  consider 
or  canvass  any  certificate,  statement,  or  return  of  any  supersisor  of  registration,  except 
in  the  presence  of  the  legal  returning  ofiicers  named  in  the  bill  of  complaint  filed  this 
day,  to  wit,  John  Lynch,  Jacob  Hawkins,  James  lx)ngstreet,  and  Francis  J.  Herron; 
and  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said  H.  C.  Warmoth  desist  and  refrain  from  submit- 
ting to  the  defendants.  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  H.  Hatch,  and  Durant  Da  Ponte,  or  any 
or  either  of  them,  either  as  pretended  members  of  any  board  of  returning  officers  of  elec- 
tions of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  as  individuals,  any  statements,  certificates  of  returns, 
or  pretended  statements,  certificates,  or  returns  of  election,  and  to  desist  from  assisting, 
aiding,  abetting,  or  permitting  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever  other  than  John 
l^ynch,  Jacob  Hawkins,  James  Longstreet,  and  Francis  J.  Heriron,  or  their  duly  quali- 
fied successors.  a.s  returning  officers,  to  inspect,  cons-ider,  or  have  custody  of  or  access  to 
said  statements,  certificates,  or  returns  of  stud  supervisors  of  registration,  or  any  other 
paper,  document,  affidavit,  or  proof  that  may  have  come  into  the  hands  of  said  Wannoth, 
<»r  shall  hereafter  come  into  his  hand,  relating  to  said  election,  or  to  the  fairness  or  cor- 
ri'ctiu'ss  thereof,  and  which  by  law  it  is  his  duty  to  submit  to  the  said  John  Lynch, 
.Jacob  Hawkins,  James  I^ongstreet,  and  Francis  J.  Herron,  the  said  legal  board  of 
i«'tnrning  officers  of  elections,  and  which  should  be  properly  considered  by  them. 

"And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  siiid  H.  C.  Warmoth,  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  H. 
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Hatch,  and  Duraiit  Da  Ponte,  and  each  of  them,  be  commanded  and  enjoined  to  refrain 
and  desist  from  pretending  to  act  together  as  a  board  of  returning  officers,  or  as  return- 
ing officers  of  elections,  from  canvassing  or  attempting  to  canvass  or  consider  any  certili- 
cate,  document,  affidavit,  return,  statement  of  votes,  or  any  paper  whatsoever  properly 
relating  to  said  election  mentioned  in  the  said  bill  of  complaint,  and  from  attempting  to 
make  a  canvass,  to  make,  declare,  or  publish  any  pretended  deduction,  calculation,  state- 
ment, or  proclamation  based  thereon,  or  pretended  to  be  derived  therefrom,  in  any  way 
relating  or  pertaining  to  said 'election  mentioned  in  the  said  bill  of  complaint,  held  ou 
the  4th  day  of  November,  1872,  or  certifying  to  any  candidate  for  office  at  said  election  any 
certificateof  election,  or  anystatementof  the  result  of  siud  election  tending  to  show  any 
right  to  office  in  any  person  growing  out  of  ballots  cast  at  said  election,  and  from  meddliuj^ 
with,  altering,  suppressing,  falsifying,  obliterating,  or  destroying  any  document,  paper, 
voucher,  proof,  statement  of  votes,  or  certiiicate  relating  to  said  election.  And  it  is  further 
ordered  that  the  said  John  McEnery  be  commanded,  enjoined,  restrained,  and  inhibited 
from  in  any  manner  acting  or  pretending  to  act  as  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
from  making  any  pretensions  or  asserting  any  claim  to  the  office  of  governor  of  said  State  by 
virtue  of  any  pretended  evidence  of  election  thereto  imderor  by  virtue  of  any  certiiicate, 
document,  or  count,  canvass,  or  adjudication  now  or  hereafter  made  by  the  said  defendant, 
H.  C.  Warmoth,  and  the  said  defendants.  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  IL  Hatch,  Durant  Da. 
Ponte,  in  this  bill  charged  to  be  unlawfully  combined  ami  conspired  as  returning  officers. 
And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said  New  Orleans  Kepublican  Printing  Company, 
under  whose  control  and  direction  the  newspaper  called  the  New  Orleans  Republican, 
the  official  journal  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  is  published,  whereof  W.  K.  Fish  is  presi- 
dent, be  enjoined  and  restrained  from  in  any  manner  publishing  any  official  notice, 
document,  or  statement  relating  to  any  canvass  or  statement  of  votes  nuuie,  or  pretended 
to  be  made,  or  in  any  maimer  emanating  from  the  said  II.  C.  Warmoth,  and  said  Jack 
Wharton,  Frank,  H.  Hatch,  Durant  Da  Ponte,  or  either  of  them,  as  a  pretended  lx>ard 
of  returning  officei"s  of  elections,  in  any  manner  relating  to  the  said  election  held  on  the 
4th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1872. 

"And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said  defendants,  H.  C.  Warmoth.  Jack  Wharton, 
Frank  H.  Hatch,  Durant  Da  Pont-e,  John  McEnery,  and  the  New  Orleans  Kepu])lica« 
Printing  Company,  named  in  the  bill  of  complaint  this  day  filed,  be  so  commantled.  I'U- 
joined,  and  restmiued  until  the  further  order  of  this  honorable  court.'' 

And  this  order  was  duly  served  by  the  marshal  on  the  17th  of  November,  1872. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1872,  Kellogg  filed  an  affidavit,  as  follows: 

"William  P.  Kellogg,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  a<lvise<l 
and  informed,  and  thereby  believes,  that  the  said  defendants,  II.  C.  Warmoth,  Durant 
Da  Ponte,  Jack  Wharton,  and  Frank  H.  Hatch,  are  now,  and  at  all  times  since  the  mak- 
ing and  service  of  the  restraining  order,  issued  in  this  cause,  have  been  acting  in  disre- 
gard and  in  disobedience  thereof,  in  contempt  of  the  lawful  orders  of  this  court,  and  have 
aided,  abetted,  and  countenance<l  the  continued  possession,  custo<ly,  and  canvass  of  the 
returns,  certificates  of  officers  connected  with  said  elections,  by  persons  other  than  the 
said  Lynch,  Longstreet,  Herron,  and  Hawkins,  and  have  in  other  material  respects  dis- 
obeyed the  orders  of  this  honorable  court. 

"WM.  P.  kellc;gg. 

"Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  19th  November,  1872. 

•'J.  W.  GURLEY, 
"  United  Staie»  Commissioner/'' 

A  ruV*  wns  pcrnntod  :^gainst  Warmoth  and  others  to  show  can«o,  upon  which  interrog- 
atories and  answers  were  filed,  and  this  matter  was  slowly  progreh)sing  when  Governor 
Warmoth,  to  escape  the  clutches  of  Judge  Durell,  approvecl  the  act  of  November  20, 
1872,  which  act  repealed  all  the  laws  l)efore  then  in  force  in  regjird  to  canvassing  boards, 
and  of  course  legislated  lx>th  the  Warmoth  and  Lynch  boards  out  of  existence.  After  this 
it  is  difficult  to  see  what  was  left  of  the  case  made  by  Kellogg's  bill  in  the  United  States 
court.  Warmoth  exercised  the  legislative  power  of  the  State,  took  the  whole  su))ject 
away  from  the  United  States  court,  and.  on  the  evening  of  December  13,  appointed  De 
Feriet,  Wiltz,  Isabelle,  Austin,  and  Taylor  a  canvassing  board  under  the  act  of  Novem- 
ber 20,  and  at  the  .same  time,  as  governor,  commenced  suit  in  the  eighth  district  court 
before  Judge  Elmore,  and  obtained  an  injunction  restraining  the  Lynch  l)oard,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  act  of  November  20  had  al)olished  that  board.  The  Ly  nch  board  a])plied 
to  the  Federal  court  for  a  certiorari  to  remove  this  suit  of  Warmoth  against  the  Lynch 
board  into  the  Federal  court.  The  State  court  treated  the  writ  with  contempt  and  made 
no  returnto  it.  No  ]MOf're(lin;j;s  were  had  in  the  Federal  court  on  *he  certiorari,  nor  was 
any  motion  made  in  that  court  to  dis.solve  the  injunction  which  had  been  granted  against 
the  Lynch  board.     Conceding  the  right  of  the  Federal  court  to  issue  this  writ  of  certi- 
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made  by  said  pretended  returning  officers  in  contempt  and  violation  of  said  restraining 
order;  bnt  the  marshal  is  directed  to  allow  the  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  the  public 
offices  in  said  building  of  persons  entitled  to  the  same. 

"E.  H.  DURELL." 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  more  irregular,  illegtn,  and  in  every  way  inexcusable 
act  on  the  part  of  a  judge.  Conceding  the  power  of  the  court  to  make  such  an  order, 
the  judge,  out  of  court,  had  no  more  authority  to  make  it  than  had  the  marshal.  It  has 
not  even  the  form  of  judicial  process.  It  was  not  sealed,  nor  was  it  signed  by  the  derk, 
and  had  no  more  legal  effect  than  an  order  issued  by  any  private  citizen. 

There  had  been  no  amendment  of  the  bill  of  complaint.  The  law  of  November  20  had 
been  promulgatBd.  The  De  Feriet  board  had  been  appointed  in  pretended  pursuance 
thereof.  Whether  under  the  constitution  the  governor  had  the  power,  in  the  vacation 
of  the  legislature,  to  appoint  that  board,  upon  the  ground  that  the  act  of  November  20 
•created  offices,  and  therefore  vacancies  in  office,  your  committee  do  not  inquire.  But  it 
is  understood  that  the  constitution  has  been  so  construed  in  that  State,  and  that  Judge 
Dibble  was  appointed  by  the  governor  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  De  Feriet  board,  therefore,  had  color  of  official  existence.  Their  canvass  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  result  promulgated  under  color  of  the  State  law,  and  it  is  clear  that  this 
^ve  the  Federal  court  no  more  right  to  seize  the  State-house  than  to  seize  this  Capitol. 

The  marshal,  on  receiving  this  pretended  order,  called  for  a  detachment  of  United 
States  troops  to  act  as  a  posse  comitatus,  seized  the  State-house  at  2  a.  m.  of  December  6, 
and  held  it  for  weeks. 

Afterward,  on  the  same  day.  Judge  Durell  delivered  an  opinion  in  the  Kellogg  case  on 
the  application  for  injunctions  jpriufen^e  litey  and  made  an  order  granting  the  injunction  as 
prayed  for  by  the  bill.  As  matter  of  justice  to  Judge  Durell,  we  give  his  opinion,  order, 
and  injunction  in  full: 


ii 


United  States  circuit  court,  in  equity. 


"William  Pitt  Kellogg 

vs.  y  No.  6830. 

""Heney  C.  Warmotii  et  al 


^    1 

^No. 

L.J 


"Filed  December  6,  1872. 

Opinion  of  the  court. 
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"This  application  comes  before  me  under  a  bill  to  preserve  evidence  to  enable  the  com- 
plainant to  prosecute  a  suit  at  law.  This  bill  is  well  known  to  courts  of  chancery,  and 
is  founded  upon  the  statute,  being  chapter  104  of  the  second  session  of  the  Forty-first 
Ongress,  sixteenth  Statutes  at  Large,  page  140,  entitled  *  An  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  and  upon  the  amendment  to  the  same,  being  chapter  99  of  the  third  session 
of  the  same  Congress,  sixteenth  Statutes  at  Large,  page  433.  Section  1  of  the  first  act 
cited  provides  as  follows: 

' '  '  That  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  are  or  shall  be  otherwise  qualified  by  law 
to  vote  at  any  election  by  the  people  in  any  State,  Territory,  district,  county,  city,  par- 
ish, township,  school  district,  municipality,  or  other  territorial  subdivision,  shall  be 
entitled  and  allowed  to  vote  at  all  such  elections  without  distinction  of  race,  color,  or 
previous  condition  of  servitude,  any  constitution,  law,  custom,  usage,  or  regulation  of 
any  Slate  or  X^Tritory  by  or  under  its  authority  to  the  contrary  uotwilhstimding. ' 

"Section  3  of  the  same  act  provides: 

*'  'That  whenever,  by  or  under  the  authority  of  laws  of  any  State,  or  the  laws  of  any 
Territory,  any  act  is  or  shall  be  required  to  be  done  by  any  citizen  as  a  prerequisite  to 
qualify  or  entitle  him  to  vote,  the  olfer  of  any  such  citizen  to  perform  the  act  required  to 
be  done  as  aforesaid  shall,  if  it  fail  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  reason  of  the  wrongful 
act  or  omission  aforesaid  of  the  person  or  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  receiving  or 
permitting  vsuch  performance  or  offer  to  i^erform,  or  acting  therein,  be  deemed  and  held 
as  a  performance  in  law  of  such  act.  And  the  person  so  offering  and  failing,  as  aforesaid, 
b<?ing  otherwise  qualified,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
extent  as  if  he  had  in  fact  performed  such  act.' 
^  "Section  23  provides  as  follows: 

'*  *That  whenever  any  person  shall  be  defeated  or  deprived  of  his  election  to  any  office 
except  elector  or  President  or  Vice-President,  Representative  or  Delegate  in  Congress,  or 
member  of  a  State  legislature,  by  reasou  of  the  denial  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  who  shall 
offer  to  vote,  of  the  right  to  vote,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servi- 


440  SENATE    ELECTION   CASES. 

tade,  his  right  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  such  office  and  the  emoluments  thereof  shall  not 
be  impaired  by  sucli  denial.' 

**And  section  15  of  the  amending  act  provides  as  follows: 

*'  *That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  shall  extend  to  all 
cases  in  law  or  equity  arising  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the  act  hereby  amended, 
and  if  any  person  shall  receive  jAy  injury  to  his  person  or  property  for  or  on  account  of 
any  act  by  him  done,  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  the  act  hereby  amended, 
he  shall  be  entitled  to  maintain  a  suit  for  damages  thereof  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  district  wherein  the  party  doing  the  injury  may  reside  or  shall  be 
found.' 

"These  two  acts  were  passed  by  Congress  to  enforce  the  provision  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  known  as  the  fifteenth  amendment  (16  Statutes  at  Large,  pages 
140  and  433),  which  reads  as  follows: 

"  *The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged 
by  the  United  States,  or  by  any  State,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of 
servitude. 

'*  *Sec.  2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legis- 
lation.' 

**The  whole  matter  involved  in  the  discussion,  which  has  occupied  more  than  a  week 
before  me,  has  been  presented  on  both  sides  with  such  ability,  research,  and  fullness 
tliat  I  feel  greatly  indebted  to  the  solicitors  of  both  the  complainant  and  the  re8p<  nd- 
ents  tor  the  aid  which  they  have  rendered  in  enabling  me  to  come  to  an  early  decision. 

*'The  first  question  to  be  solved  is,  are  the  acts  referred  to  constitutional?  Do  they 
fall  within  the  appropriate  legislation  authorized  and  imposed  as  a  duty  upon  Congress^ 
by  the  second  section  of  the  amendment?  To  solve  this  question  we  must  look  to  the 
object  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  amendment.  It  was  to  protect  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  recently  emancipated  and  enfranchised  colored  citizen**,  in 
the  full  and  free  exercise  of  the  right  to  vote.  Nine  years  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  and  the  enactment  of  the  statutes  passed  to  enforce  the  same,  iour 
millions  of  those  who  now  constitute  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
were  slaves.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeat  the  history  of  slavery  in  this  country; 
how  it  was  and  continued  to  be  from  the  very  foundation  of  our  Government  a  source  of 
internal  disquiet,  increasing  year  by  year  until  it  culminated  in  a  most  bitter  and  dev- 
astating civil  war.  The  result  of  that  war  was  the  emancipation  and  eniranchisement 
of  four  millions  of  people,  who  thus  passed  rapidly  from  a  state  of  bondage  to  the  pos- 
session of  all  the  civil  and  political  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  It  was  im- 
possible that  so  large  a  body  of  people  should  be  sufiered  to  remain  exposed  to  the  assaults 
of  the  prejudice  natundly  growing  out  of  their  former  condition  without  securing  to  them 
through  Congressional  legislation  a  free  and  perfect  use  of  the  vote  which  the  fitUenth 
amendment  gave  to  them  as  a  shield  and  a  sword  of  protection  for  their  persons,  their  . 
liberties,  and  their  property. 

"  Congress  has  legislated  and  given  us  the  acts  referred  to  as  the  means  most  appro- 
priate tor  eflecting  the  object  proposed.  These  acts  have  been  highly  eulogized  by  the 
solicitors  on  both  sides,  and  they  seem  to  me  to  be  most  wise  and  in  the  highest  'sense 
appropriate.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  fifteenth  amendment  is  most  broad  in  it» 
comprehensiveness.  Though  called  into  existence  in  order  to  protect  the  freedman,  it 
protects  as  well  all  other  citizens,  both  native  and  foreign.  It  would  protect  the  for- 
eigner who  had  become  a  citizen  should  another  Know-Nothing  excitement  agitate  the 
nation,  and  it  would  protect  the  native- bom  should  the  foreign-bom  citizen  ever  gain  in 
any  State  or  locality  an  ascendency  and  attempt  to  use  that  ascendency  oppressively. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  acts  of  Congress  to  give  practical  effect  to  the  amendment. 
The  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  no  State  shall  pass  a  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tions of  contracts  needed  no  legislation  to  enforce  it  beyond  giving  the  right  of  review 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  the  party  feeling  himself  aggrieved;  but  in 
the  case  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  the  helplessness  of  the  party  to  be  protected  ren- 
dered a  larger  and  peculiar  jurisdiction  necessary. 

**  Congress,  then,  in  the  acts  under  consideration,  threw  around  all  classes  of  citizens 
these  eflective  laws  and  secured  obedience  thereto — first,  by  criminal  punishment;  sec- 
ond, by  clothing  the  candidate  of  the  voter  with  the  right  to  prevent  or  redress  the 
wrong  attempted  or  perpetrated  ui)ou  the  vote  by  an  appropriate  civil  action.  Now, 
what  are  the  grievances  set  forth  in  this  case?  What  are  the  allegations  made  in  the 
bill?  They  are  that  10,000  citizens  of  this  State  have  been  on  account  of  race,  color, 
and  previous  condition  deprived  of  registration,  and  alter  due  proflVr  of  the  right  to 
vote;  and  that  that  10,000  votes  which  were  in  faet  ciist  for  the  complainant  ibr  the 
office  of  governor  have  been  or  are  about  to  be  suppressed  by  an  illegally  constituted 
board  of  returning  ofllcers:  and  that  v.ithout  the  inierfeience  of  this  court  these  votes," 
both  those  refased  and  those  cast,  which  ought  to  be  counted  for  the  complaimint,  wjU 
be  lost  to  him,  and  that  thereby  he  will  be  defeated  for  said  office. 
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T1;ie  allegations  are  supported  by  upward  of  four  thousand  affidavits;  of  the  tictual 
voters.  The  chief  defendant,  namely,  H.  C.  Warmoth,  meets  this  weight  of  testimony 
solely  by  his  answer  and  affidavit;  and  certain  acts  done  by  him  since  the  canvass  com- 
menced force  upon  my  mind  the  belief  that  his  defense  rests  upon  no  solid  foundation. 
The  further  allegation  is  made  that  the  board  of  canvassers  legally  constituted  are  de- 
prived by  this  respondent  of  the  proper  returns  with  the  view  to  deprive  the  citizens  of 
the  right  to  vote.  In  other  words,  that  the  respondent  has  prevented  a  fair  canvass  of 
the  votes  by  impeding  the  legal  i)oard  and  setting  up  an  illegal  board.  This  leads  me 
to  consider  the  facts  with  reference  to  these  two  boards. 

*'By  an  act  of  the  State  legislature  of  March  16, 1870,  the  board  of  returning  officers 
was  made  to  consist  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Lynch, 
and  Mr.  Anderson.  The  lieutenant-governor  and  Mr.  Anderson  being  disqualified  on 
account  of  having  been  candidates,  the  governor.  Lynch,  and  Herron,  as  a  paajority  ot 
the  board,  met  to  fiU  vacancies.  The  governor  attempted  to  remove  Herron^  who  was. 
certainly  de  facto  secretary  of  state,  who  seems  to  have  some  sort  of  judgment  in  his- 
favor  against  Bovee,  the  elected  secretary  of  state,  who  has  for  a  long  period  attested  all 
the  statutes  of  the  State,  and  who,  without  going  into  his  title  to  the  office  as  against 
Bovee,  was  the  de  facto  officer  clothed  with  sufficient  authority  to  act  as  one  of  the  board. 
The  attempt  to  remove  Herron  I  dismiss  with  the  remark  that  if  all  the  governor  alleges- 
against  him  had  been  true,  it  could  have  been  established  only  by  judicial  inquiry,  and 
gave  the  governor  no  right  to  displace  him.  Herron  and  Lynch  by  a  m^ority  vote  tilled 
ttte  vacancies  by  electing  Hawkins  and  General  Longstreet,  and  these  four,  together 
with  the  governor,  ate  clearly  the  l^al  board  of  returning  officers.  Wharton's  vote 
goes  for  nothing,  as  he  never  had  any  legal  status  in  the  board,  and  with  him  necessarily 
fall  out  Da  Ponte  and  Hatch.  Thus  it  appears  that  the  board  which  we  will  call  the 
Herron  board,  in  contradistinction  to  the  Wliarton  board,,  is  the  board  which  this  court 
feels  bound  to  recognize  as  having  been  the  legal  board  at  the  time  this  suit  was  com- 
menced. And  this  brings  me  to  inquire  as  to  the  effect  of  the  approval  by  the  governor 
of  the  act  of  November  20, 1872.  The  only  question  before  me  at  this  stage  of  the  case 
connected  with  the  effect  of  that  approval  is,  did  it  change  in  any  way  the  legal  status 
of  the  Herron  board?  The  act  contained  a  repealing  clause,  and  since  it  covered  the 
whole  subject  of  the  election,  and  the  election  cannot  be  said  to  be  complete  until  the 
final  counting  is  concluded,  I  was  at  first  startled  by  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  log- 
ical inference  of  some  of  the  authorities  cited  by  the  learned  solicitors  of  the  respondents, 
that  if  the  act  of  1870  was  at  that  time  repealed  it  might  vitiate  the  whole  election. 
But  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  pass  upon  the  question,  for  giving  the  act  of  November 
20  all  the  force  of  law,  still  the  Herron  returning  board  must  continue  to  discharge 
their  duties  until  their  successors  are  inducted  into  office.  Article  122  of  the  State  con- 
stitution of  1868  reads  thus: 

**  *  Art.  122.  All  officers  shall  continue  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  offices  until 
their  successors  shall  have  been  inducted  mto  office,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment  or 
suspension. ' 

**  Indeed,  the  Herron  board  must  finish  the  canvass  of  the  votes,  or  a  new  legislature 
cannot  be  legally  organized  so  as  to  create  a  board  of  canvassers  in  accordance  with  sec- 
tions 2  and  44  of  the  law  of  the  20th  of  November,  1872. 

**  *Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  <S:c.,  That  five  persons,  to  be  elected  by  the  senate  fronoi 
all  political  parties,  shall  be  the  returning  officers  for  all  elections  in  the  State,  a  major- 
ity of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  have  power  to  make  the  returns  of  all  elec- 
tions. In  case  of  any  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  by  either  of  the  board, 
then  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  residue  of  the  board  of  returning  officers.  The 
returning  officers  shall,  after  each  election,  before  entering  on  their  duties,  take  and  sub- 
scribe to  the  following  oath  before  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  any  district  court: 

'"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  diligently  perform 
the  duties  of  a  returning  officer  as  prescribed  by  law;  that  I  will  carefully  and  honestly 
canvass  and  compile  the  statements  of  the  votes,  and  make  a  true  and  correct  return  of 
the  election:  So  help  me  God.' 

"  '  Within  ten  days  after  the  closing  of  the  election  said  returning  officers  shall  meet 
in  New  Orleans  to  canvass  and  compile  the  statement  of  votes  made  by  the  corami.sai(m- 
ers  of  election,  and  make  returns  of  the  election  to  the  secretary  of  state.  They  shall 
continue  in  session  until  such  returns  have  been  compiled.  The  presiding  officer  shall 
at  such  meeting  open,  in  the  presence  of  the  feaid  returning  officers,  the  statement  of  the 
commissioners  of  election,  and  the  said  returning  officers  shall,  from  said  statements,  can- 
vass and  compile  the  returns  of  the  election  in  duplicate;  one  copy  of  such  returns  they 
shall  file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  of  one  copy  they  shall  make  public 
proclamation  by  printing  in  the  official  journal  and  such  other  newspapers  as  they  may 
deem  proper,  declaring  the  names  of  all  persons  and  officers  voted  for,  the  number  uf 
votes  for  eiujh  person,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  been  duly  and  lawfully 
elected.     The  return  of  the  election  thus  made  and  promulgated  shall  be  prima  facim 
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evidence  in  all  courts  of  justice  and  before  all  civil  officers  until  set  aside  after  a  contest, 
according  to  law,  of  the  right  of  any  person  named  therein  to  hold  and  exercise  the  office 
to  which  he  shall  by  such  return  be  declared  elected.  The  governor  shall,  within  thirty 
days  thereafter,  issue  commissions  to  all  officers  thus  declared  elected,  who  are  required 
by  law  to  be  commissioned. 

''  'Sec.  44.  Be  it  further  enacted j  <£rf..  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of 
state  to  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  and  the  secretary  of  the  sen- 
ate of  the  last  general  assembly  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons  as,  according  to  the 
returns,  shall  have  been  elected  to  eitherbranchof  the  general  assembly;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  clerk  and  secretary  to  place  the  names  of  the  representatives  and 
senators  elect  so  furnished  upon  the  roll  of  the  house  and  of  the  senate,  respectively; 
and  those  representatives  and  senators  whose  names  are  so  placed  by  the  clerk  and  secre- 
tary, resx)ectively  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  none  other,  shall  be 
competent  to  organize  the  house  of  representatives  or  senate.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  to  conflict  with  article  34  of  the  constitution  of  the  State. ' 

' '  I  see,  therefore,  no  way  of  avoiding  the  conclusion  that,  in  any  view  of  the  case,  the 
Herron  board  of  returning  officers  are  still  authorized  to  continue  their  duties,  and  are 
still  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  court. 

'^The  court  keeps  within  the  acts  of  Congress  and  the  fifteenth  amendment.  It  does 
not  pretend  in  any  way  to  make  a  governor  of  the  State,  or  in  any  d^ree  to  interfere  with 
the  voice  of  the  people  expressed  through  the  ballot-box.  What  it  does  is  to  aid  in  mak- 
ing known  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  accordance  with  sections  3  and  23  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  and  with  section  15  of  the  amendment  thereto,  and  in  its  action  is  only  a 
clearly  needed  adjunct  of  the  legal  returning  board.  Many  propositions  were  discnssed 
during  the  argument  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  now  pass  upon.  It  is  enough 
that  I  find  the  statute  constitution;  that  the  court  has  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  board 
of  returning  officers,  composed  of  H.  C.  Warmoth  and  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Lynch,  Long- 
street,  and  Herron,  are  the  legal  board,  and  as  such  entitled  to  the  protection  of  this 
<X)urt. 

''As  to  the  question  of  the  ineligibility  of  the  complainant  in  the  bill  to  the  office  of 
governor,  this  question  cannot  arise  under  the  bill,  and  could  only  come  before  this  court* 
in  a  direct  action  at  law  to  test  the  title  to  the  office.  It  is  rfot,  therefore,  necessary  or 
proper  for  me  to  decide  it  now;  but  were  it  otherwise,  I  would  say  that  the  reason  of 
the  thing  seems  to  favor  his  eligibility,  the  object  of  the  provision  of  the  constitution 
being  to  prevent  a  man  serving  two  masters  and  having  a  divided  allegiance.  And  the 
fact  that,  contemporaneously  with  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  which  first  contained 
this  provision,  the  then  Territorial  governor  wijs  by  the  then  constitutional  convention 
made  governor  of  the  State  provisionally,  and  at  the  ensuing  election  made  by  the  peo- 
ple tlie  first  governor  of  the  State,  would  seem  to  indicate  tlmt  the  meaning  of  the  inhi- 
bition was  understood  to  be  as  I  above  stated. 

It  only  remains  for  me  now  to  make  the  following  order: 

"Circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  district  of  Louisiana,  in  equity. 


ii 
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William  Pitt  Kellogg,  complainant, 


No.    6830.— Order   entered 
December  6,  1872. 


V8. 

*' Henry  C.  Warmoth,  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  H. 
Hatch,  Durant  Da  Ponte,  and  John  McEnery,  and  the 
New  Orleans  Republican  Printing  Company,  defendants. 

* '  This  cause  having  come  on  for  hearing  on  the  complainant's  motion  for  writs  of  in- 
jimction  pendente  lite,  and  for  other  interlocutory  orders  prayed  for  in  complainant's  bill 
and  amended  bill  orcomplaint,  and  the  court  having  considered  the  pleadings,  affidavits, 
and  exhibits  filed  in  the  cause,  and  having  heard  counsel  as  well  for  the  complainant  as 
for  said  defendants,  and  the  court  having  considered  the  premises, 

* '  It  is  ordered — 

"That  the  said  defendant,  Henry  C.  Warmoth,  during  the  pendency  of  this  cause,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  until  the  further  order  of  this  court,  enjoined,  inhibited,  and  restrained 
from  in  any  manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  considering,  or  pretending  to  consider 
or  canvass,  any  statement,  certificate,  or  return  of  any  supervisor  or  assistant  supervisor 
of  registration,  or  any  office,  Iiaving  any  du.ties  to  perform  about  or  concerning  an  elec- 
tion held  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  A.  1).  1872,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  relat- 
ing to  any  votes  or  ballots  cast  at  said  election,  except  in  the  presence  of  John  Lynch, 
Jacob  Hawkins,  James  Longstreet,  and  George  E.*  Bovee,  a  board  of  returning  officers 
for  said  election;  ami  that  he  do  further  desist  and  refrain  from  submitting,  or  allowing 
to  \ye.  submitted,  or  from  aiding  or  assisting  in  the  submission  to  the  defendants,  Frank 
Hatch,  Jack  Wharton,  Durant  Da  Ponte,  or  any  other  pert«ou  or  persona  whatsoever, 
other  than  the  said  Hawkins,  Bovee,  Lynch,  and  Longstreet,  any  paper,  document,  affi- 
davit, statement  of  votes,  return  of  officers  of  election,  or  other  proof  in  any  maimer 
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relating  to  said  election,  and  from  allowing  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  other 
than  those  in  this  order  excepted,  whether  pretending  to  act  as  returning  officers,  or  in 
any  other  capacity,  to  inspect,  consider,  have  access  to,  canvass,  or  tamper  with  any  paper, 
document,  affidavit,  statement  of  votes,  returns  or  written  proof  relating  to  said  election 
or  to  the  fairness  and  correctness  thereof,  that  may  have  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  come 
into  his  hands  or  possession,  and  which,  by  law,  should  properly  be  laid  before,  submit- 
tetl  to,  or  considered  by  such  retu^-ning  officers  of  election  in  making  a  canvass  thereof. 
And  that  the  said  defendant,  H.  C.  Warmoth,  be  further  enjoined  and  inhibited  from 
altering,  suppressing,  mutilating,  destroying,  or  secreting  any  such  document,  proof,  or 
paper.  And  that  he  further  desist  and  be  enjoined  from  in  any  manner  interfering  with, 
obstructing,  or  hindering  the  said  Lynch,  Longstreet,  Bovce,  and  Hawkins,  or  either  of 
them,  from  full  and  complete  access  to,  as  well  as  custody  of,  all  such  documents,  papers, 
and  proofs  relating  to  said  election,  as  he  may  or  shall  have  in  his  possession,  custody,  or 
control,  or  as  they  shall  or  may  demand,  either  by  refusing  to  deliver  such  documents  or 
proofs  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  any  suit  or  proceeding  instituted  with  the  intent  to 
hinder,  delay,  or  obstruct  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  as  returning  officers.  And 
that  he  be  further  restrained  and  enjoined  from  issuing  commissions  to  any  persons  based 
upon  any  calculation,  deduction,  or  pretended  canvass  of  ballots  cast«t  said  election,  or 
make,  publish,  sign,  or  deposit  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  or  in  any  other  public 
office,  orcanse  to  be  so  deposited,  anydocument,  statement  of  persons  elected  to  any  offices 
or  positions  of  trust  at  said  election,  and  from  giving  any  effect  to  the  same  if  already  filed 
and  deposited,  unless  the  same  be  with  the  concurrent  action  and  lawfully  given  consent 
of  the  said  Lynch,  Hawkins,  Bovee,  and  Longstreet,  or  a  majority  thereof,  or  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  them  to  constitute  a  majority  of  a  board  of  returning  officers,  acting  as  such 
returning  officers. 

*'And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said  defendants.  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  H.  Hatch, 
Dnrant  Da  Ponte,  and  the  New  Orleans  Republican  Printing  Company,  until  the  final 
hearing  of  this  cause,  or  until  the  further  order  of  the  court-,  be  severally  and  respect- 
ively enjoined  and  restrained  to  the  same  extent,  effect,  and  manner  as  said  complainant 
has  in  his  said  bill  of  complaint  prayed  they  may  severally  and  respectively  be  restrained. 
And  that  writs  of  injunction  in  due  form  of  law  issue  against  the  said  defendants,  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  order.  And  that  the  returning  order  heretofore  issued 
and  allowed  in  this  cause  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  until  the  court  shall  otherwise 
order. 

**  And  in  order  that  the  evidence  relating  to  said  election  maybe  perpetuated  and  pre- 
served, that  it  may  be  of  avail  upon  the  hearing  of  this  cause,  and  in  any  cause  which  the 
said  complainant  may  hereafter  be  compelled  to  institute  and  prosecute  to  test  or  deter- 
mine his  right  to  the  office  of  governor  of  said  State,  and  in  order  that  public  inconven- 
ience may  not  result  therefrom,  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said  Henry  C.  Warmoth 
do  forthwith  and  without  delay  deliver  unto  the  said  returning  officers,  John  Lynch, 
George  E.  Bovee,  Jacob  Hawkins,  and  James  Longstreet,  each  and  every  paper,  docu- 
ment, affidavit,  tally-sheet,  list,  sworn  statement,  certificate,  letter,  communication,  or 
proof  which  he  has  or  may  have  in  his  possession,  or  which  may  hereafter  come  into  his 
possession  from  any  supervisor  or  assistant  supervisor  of  registration  or  election,  or  any 
officer  or  person,  commissioner  or  commissioners,  in  any  manner  concerned  in  the  con- 
duct, control,  management,  or  direction  of  said  election,  held  on  the  4th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, A.  D.  1872,  in  any  manner  relating  to  said  election,  or  any  voting  or  ballots  cast  at 
said  election  or  in  any  manner  relating  thereto,  in  order  that  they  may  consider,  canvass, 
and  make  due  return  thereof,  as  required  by  law;  and  when  the  same  are  no  longer  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  said  canvass,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  defendant,  H.  C.  War- 
moth, do  thereafter  immediately  file  and  deposit  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  this  court, 
there  to  remain  until  true,  accurate,  and  complete  attested  copies  thereof  be  made  by 
the  clerk,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  court. 


(( 


Injunction. — Issued  December  6,  1872. 


<< 


"William  Pitt  Kellogg 
vs. 
Henry  C.  Wabmoth,  Jack  Whartox,  Frank  H. 
Hatch,  Durant  Da  Ponte,  John  McEnery,  and  the 
New  Orleans  Republican  Printing  Company. 


No.  6830. 


*' Circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  filth  circuit  and  district  of  Louisiana. 
*'Th€  President  of  the  United  StateSj  greeting: 

'*  Whereas  it  has  l>een  represented  to  us  in  our  said  circuit  court  on  the  part  of  William 
P.  Kello^,  by  his  bill  oi  complaint  lately  exhibited  against  you  and  each  of  you,  touch- 
ing certain  matters  and  things  therein  set  forth: 

^'  Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  of  the  allegations  in  said  bill 


4li  -k.'AT;^-  I'-I-Ei' .rv>  ^asz-'*. 

«h>«  r^.:*  r'.*-^-,  ,;,  i'.'  r::iT,.->:r  *:i:h^r  •^:.:'-»-tij -.f '-•lir^.'-Ij.  r.r.£>-''-r:;-j:  •  ■*  :•:"'- :i-;  r^ 
t//  ''w  .-'.•  '.r  f  :*■';-.*  *:•.;«  Jitir*;-'.^^*   ■'V'rt:'i.-'atf,  c-r  rrr-m  ''^ati."  ^Tijie-^r.-^ir  ■:«*  ij^i^'-jit 

Uf 'f*-/  *■/  %:;T  -<//-•  f/r  '-*;.' 'i*»  '^f,  **.  >fi.if^  -Irf^ioz,  *-T.'itfr"  in  tt-r  prv^r  -    :'  J-.-C-z.  LjtbcL. 

i5f<  »:»i/1  t-.i^if  »//rs.  'tT  U'ftti  ^-^h^iltr.ti^  •'.r  all'/»ii4e  v>  r*  -Ti''ift..u*»l  'r-r  froc  3.>nzrj  •  r 
ji^t^f^k//'/ .;;  *rf^^rj//fcim>»i^>D  U/thhiAid  *i*:{etAAat:k.  Frank  H.  H^Sch.  Jack  Wbirt'Dc  Dar&^i 
fjsk  I'^^yr*^/:.  </f  ajiy  othi^r  p^rrv^n  or  persof*?  whatsct'-er  Mtber  than  t£iK:iukL<i  Hjwkir*.  B.Ttr:. 
l.yrtf'h.  *ryl  ly>D;$!»tr**t,  smrpAper.  dorrtiment.  afida^^^it.  st^tM&ent  of  Tote*.  r  twm  of  of:- 
#«T*  *4  *r\k0it.\gm.  *ft  fAhfiT  pTOOf  ID  uiT  maoD^rT  Fclasiiii;  to  said  elccdoc  and  fr>m  all<>virg 
^Mj  ot^i#rr  ynxw/ti  or  f^^mMM  wfaauoe^er  other  tban  thone  in  tfau  order  exetpcrd.  vhe-ch^^r 
}^*ift:uUu'4  to  ar.-t  aji  retoming  offiotT!!.  or  io  :aiT  other  capactr,  to  inspeet.  disorder,  h^'  e 
m^ip-m  Vk  fisukvtifm.  fjr  ta^ui^it  with  aoj  p6i{}er.  docnmeDt.  affidavit,  statement  of  votc:>.  r^  - 
turn,  *n  wr  tt^m  prv/f  relating  to  .%aid  election,  or  to  the  faimea?  and  corrwtte?*  tberr:'  :', 
tliat  may  have  heretr>i4>re  or  mar  berea/ter  come  into  1il«  hands  or  poawA^oo.  and  whr<.h 
fry  lattr  n}i^mU\  prop^rrly  (le  laid  before,  sahmitted  to.  or  ooosidercd  br  such  retoro^cg 
offi^sent '/f  eUbr^iOD  in  making  a  canraw  thereof:  and  that  the  said  defendant.  H.  C.  V%~^.-. 
inoth,  t>e  farther  tsoyAoed  an^l  inhibited  from  altering,  sopprea^ing.  mntilating.  de»irv>>  - 
if4(,  ^/r  fterrreting  anj  «ar:h  doeament.  proof  or  paper. 

**An/l  that  he  farther  de«i«t  and  be  enjoined  from  in  any  manner  interfering  witl-. 
ohwfnietingf  or  hindfrring  the  ^laid  Lynch.  Longstreet.  Dovee.  and  Hawkins,  or  ei:brr  «  f 
them,  fffrtu  full  and  cfftaplete  iiet^hm  to.  a^  well  an  custody  of.  such  doeament:*.  proof  •  r 
paper. 

"And  that  he  farther  deshd  and  bfr  enjoined  from  in  any  manner  interfering  with, 
obNtrar^ing,  or  hindering  the  flaid  Lynch.  Ijong«>treet.  Bovee.  and  Hawkins,  or  either  of 
them,  from  full  and  c/miplete  uectM  to,  as  well  as  ca'^ody  of,  such  document^,  papers, 
and  prrxifii  relating  Ut  Maid  election  as  he  may  or  shall  have  in  his  posseasion,  ccst«  dy.  or 
i'jftiiro]f  or  an  they  Mhall  or  may  demand,  either  by  refusing  to  deliver  such  documents 
or  pnxifM  U>  them  or  either  of  them,  or  by  any  suit  or  proceeding  instituted  with  the 
intent  to  hinder,  delay,  or  oljstruct  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  as  letnming 
officem;  and  tliat  he  l>e  farther  restrained  and  enjoined  from  issuing  any  commissions  to 
any  ]n:TmtnH  \rdtei\  uprjn  any  calculation,  deduction,  or  pretended  canvass  of  ballots  cast 
at  Haid  election,  or  make,  pabll*«h,  sign,  or  deposit  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state 
or  in  any  othcn*  public  office,  or  cause  to  \ie  so  deposited,  any  document,  statement  of 
perwins  elected  to  any  offices  or  positions  of  trust  at  said  election,  and  from  giving  any 
effect  U>  the  same,  if  already  filed  and  deposited,  unless  the  same  be  with  the  concurrent 
Mftion  and  lawfully-given  consent  of  the  said  Lynch,  Hawkins,  Bovee,  and  Longstieet, 
or  a  minority  thereof,  or  of  a  sufficient  namlx;r  of  them  to  constitute  a  majority  of  a 
iMiard  of  returning  officers. 

"And  it  i-^  further  ordered  tliat  the  naid  defendants,  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  H.  Hatch, 
nunirii  I>a  Ponte,  and  the  New  Orleans  Kepublican  Printing  Company,  until  the  final 
hearing  of  this  (^uw;,  or  until  the  further  order  of  the  court,  be  severally  and  respectively 
enjoined  and  restrained  U)  the  same  extent,  effect,  and  manner  as  said  complainant  has 
in  bin  hill  of  (^iniplaint  prayed  they  may  severally  and  respectively  be  restrained. 

*'  And  that  writs  of  injunction  in  due  form  of  law  issue  against  the  said  defendants  in 
weordance  with  the  terniH  of  this  order. 

"And  that  thtr  n^stmining  order  heretofore  issued  and  allowed  in  this  cause  continue 
in  full  fon'c  and  efTeet  until  the  (x>urt  shall  other  wine  order. 

"WitnesM  the  ff<inoralile  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  Htat-<'M,  at  the  city  of  New  OrlciinH,  this  6th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
I^ml  lh72. 

"[HKAf.l  F.  A.  WOOLFLEY,  Clerk. 

^'MarnhaVH  return. 

"  Kereived  Deccfuber  7,  1H72,  by  the  United  States  marshal,  and  on  the  same  day, 
month,  and  year  Herve<l  the  within-nanied  persons  with  a  copy  of  this  injunction,  as  fol- 
lowrt:  On  If.  ('.  Wjiinioth,  by  haTuiinK  the  same  to  bini  in  perwm  at  the  Saint  Charles 
Ibil4'l,  in  this  city:  Jjirk  Wlmrton,  sjinie  day,  month,  and  year,  serve<l  the  within  injunc- 
tion by  lianding  lln"  siiinc  to  him  in  person  at  the  Saint  Charles  Hotel,  in  this  city;  on 
Dtirant  Da  Ponte,  Kiiinr  day,  month,  and  year,  by  handinic  tlie  same  to  him  in  person  in 
this  »'ity;  on  I'VnnU  If.  Match,  sjinie  day,  month,  and  year,  by  handing  the  sjime  to  him 
in  jMTMon  in  this  city;  on  the  New  Orleans  Kepublican,  December  9,  1872,  by  banding 
the  same  to  W.  K.  Fish,  presi<lent  of  said  paper. 

"C.  R.  STEELE, 
''Deputy  Umied  States  Marshal' 
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It  in  somewhat  remarkable  that  in  this  opinion  the  judge  makes  no  allusion  to  the  fact 
that  ihe  State-house  was  then  in  possession  of  Federal  troops,  under  an  order  issued  by 
him,  out  of  court,  the  night  before.  The  opinion  materially  misstates  the  allegations  of 
the  bill,  and  wholly  ignores  the  fact  that,  under  the  act  of  November  20,  the  governor 
had  appointed  a  new  canvassing  board  which  had  in  fact  canvassed  the  votes;  of  all  which 
he  was  aware,  because  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  officially  promulgating  these 
factd  was  embodied  in  the  order  for  seizing  the  State-house,  made  by  the  judge  the  night 
before.  The  judge  also  declares  that  about  four  thousand  affidavits  sustain  the  aver- 
ments of  the  bill. 

Your  committee  have  examined  many  of  these  affidavits,  and  it  is  admitted  that  none 
of  th^m  contain  the  statement  that  right  of  registration  or  right  of  voting  was  denied  on 
account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

But  in  this  opinion  he  disposes  of  the  act  of  November  20  in  a  remarkable  way.  He 
seems  to  admit  its  validity,  but  seems  also  determined  that  it  shall  not  take  effect  at  an 
inconveniently  early  date.  He  admits  that  it  repealed  all  former  election  laws,  and  cov- 
ered the  whole  subject  of  elections;  but  from  this  he  draws  two  singular  conclm^ions: 
First,  that  inasmuch  as  the  act  of  November  20  rei)ealed  all  former  election  laws,  all 
that  had  been  done  under  such  repealed  laws  was  void;  and  second,  to  avoid  this  diffi- 
<;ulty,  which  he  says  at  first  startled  him,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  continue  the  old  laws 
in  force  until  the  old  boards  could  have  a  reasonable  opportunitjj  to  complete  all  the 
business  before  them. 

One  of  two  things  is  certain:  The  governor's  approval  of  the  new  election  law  on  the 
2uth  of  November  gave  it  eftect  on  that  day,  or  it  did  not.  Assuming  that  the  approval 
on  that  day  was  regular,  the  new  law  absolutely  repealed  all  the  laws  under  which  the 
"Warmoth  board  and  the  Lynch  board  were  pretending  to  act,  and,  of  course,  abolished 
both  boards  without  regard  to  the  question  which  was  the  legal  one.  All  that  had  been 
done  in  the  election  of  November,  1872,  in  pursuance  of  the  old  laws — that  is,  the  regis- 
tration, voting,  and  returns — was  as  valid  after  the  act  of  November  20  as  before.  If 
the  canvass  had  been  made  by  the  proper  board  under  the  old  law,  and  in  all  things 
completed,  the  rights  of  parties  based  upon  that  canvass  would  not  have  been  affected 
by  the  repeal  of  the  laws.  But  the  act  of  November  20,  taking  effect  after  the  returns 
were  made,  and  before  they  were  canvassed,  transferred  the  duty  of  canvassing  to  the 
new  board  created  by  the  act. 

Congress,  a  year  or  two  ago,  passed  an  act  creating  a  new  judicial  district  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  carved  out  of  the  territory  of  the  then  existing  district.  When  the  President 
8i;jned  the  bill,  the  circuit  court  for  the  old  district  was  in  session,  and  in  the  midst  of  a 
jury- trial,  in  that  part  of  the  State  which  the  act  erected  into  a^  new  district.  What 
would  have  been  said  if  the  court  had  determined  not  to  regard  the  act  of  Congress  until 
that  trial  could  be  completed?  The  court  stopped,  and  the  trial  fell.  Acts  have  fre- 
quently l)een  passed  abolishing  courts.  It  never  was  pretended  that  the  abolished  court 
could  proceed  and  dispose  of  pending  causes.  If  the  act  abolishing  a  court  transfers  its 
jurisdiction  to  another  court,  or  creates  a  new  court  in  its  stead,  the  new  court  assumes 
jurisdiction  and  proceeds  with  the  causes,  and  orders  and  injunctions  granted  by  the  old 
court  are  valid  in  the  new. 

A  few  j'cars  since,  on  admitting  one  of  the  new  States,  by  which  the  Territorial  courts 
were  abolished.  Congress,  by  inadvertence,  omitted  to  provide  for  pending  causes  in  those 
courts;  jmd,  after  a  suspension  of  jurisdiction  for  a  year  or  more,  Congress  passed  an  act 
transferring  those  causes  which  were  of  Federal  cognizance  to  the  courts  of  the  Union, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  held  it  valid. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  there  can  be  no  doubt — conceding  the  validity  of 
the  act  of  November  20 — that  it  transferred  the  duty  of  canvassing  the  returns  of  the  last 
election  to  the  board  to  be  elected  under  the  provisions  of  the  act.  The  act  provided  for 
snch  election  by  the  senate,  and,  taking  effect  in  the  vacation  of  the  legislature,  created 
offices  to  be  filled  thereafter  by  the  senate.  This  is  what  is  styled  in  that  State  an  origi- 
nal vacancy,  which,  happening  in  the  vacation  of  the  legislature,  the  governor  is  author- 
ized to  fill  by  appointment;  and  it  is  said  that  the  courts  of  that  State  have  repeatedly 
recognized  the  right  of  the  governor  .to  make  such  appointments. 

Viewed  in  any  light  in  which  your  committee  can  consider  them,  the  orders  and  in- 
junctions made  and  granted  by  Judge  Durell  in  this  cause  are  most  reprehensible,  erro- 
neous in  point  of  law,  and  are  wholly  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction;  and  your  ci:mmittee 
must  express  their  sorrow  and  humiliation  that  a  judge  of  the  United  States  should  have 
proceeded  in  such  flagrant  disregard  of  his  duty,  and  have  so  far  overstepped  the  limits 
of  Federal  jurisdiction. 

After  the  foregoing  decision  was  made  by  Judge  Durell,  Armstead  filed  a  bill  in  the 
eighth  district  court  against  the  members  of  the  Lynch  board,  and  obtained  an  injunction 
commanding  them  to  make  no  canvass  of  the  November  election,  except  upon  the  re- 
turns made  in  pursuance  of  law.     This  injunction  in  no  way  conflicted  with  the  decision 
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of  Judge  Durell;  for,  conceding  Lynch  that  the  board  was,  notwithstanding  the  repeal 
of  the  law  creating  it,  a  valid  lx)ard,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  courts  of  the  State 
might  restrain  that  board  Irom  canvassing  any  but  the  legal  returns  of  the  election. 

A  writ  of  certiorari  was  issued  by  the  Federal  court  in  this  case,  which  was  disregarded 
by  the  State  court.  No  subsequent  proceedings  were  had  in  the  Federal  court  upon 
said  writ,  and  the  injunction  remains  in  full  force. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1872,  the  Lynch  board — Bovee  (who  was  then  acting  as  secre- 
tary of  state  in  place  of  H«rron),  Lynch,  Longstreet,  and  Hawkins — pretended  to  have 
canvassed  the  returns  of  the  election,  and  certified  to  the  secretary  of  state  that  Kellogg 
had  been  elected  governor;  Antoine,  lieutenant-governor;  Clinton,  auditor;  Field,  attor- 
ney-general; Brown,  superintendent  of  educiitiou,  and  Deslondes,  secretary  of  state;  and 
alsocertitied  a  list  of  persons  whom  they  had  determined  to  be  elected  to  the  legislature. 

There  is  nothing  in  all  the  comedy  of  blunders  and  frauds  under  consideration  more 
indefensible  than  the  pretended  canvass  of  this  board. 

The  following lu-e  some  of  the  objections  to  the  validity  of  their  proceedings: 

1.  The  board  had  been  abolished  by  the  act  of  November  20. 

2.  The  board  was  under  valid  and  existing  injunctions  restraining  it  from  acting  at  all^ 
and  an  injunction  in  the  Armstead  ciise  restraining  it  from  making  any  canvass  not 
based  upon  the  oflicial  returns  of  the  election. 

3.  Conceding  the  board  was  in  existence,  and  had  full  authority  to  canvass  the  returns,, 
it  had  no  returns  t^  canvass. 

The  returns  from  the  parishes  had  been  made,  under  the  law  of  1870,  to  the  governor, 
and  not  one  of  them  was  before  the  Lynch  board. 

It  was  testified  before  your  committee  by  Mr.  Bovee  himself,  who  participated  in  thi.s 
canvass  by  the  Lynch  board,  that  they  were  determined  to  have  a  republican  legisla- 
ture, and  made  their  canvass  to  that  end.  The  testimony  abundantly  establishes  the 
fraudulent  character  of  their  canvass.  In  some  cases  they  had  what  were  supposed  lo 
be  copies  of  the  original  returns,  in  other  cases  they  had  nothing  but  newspaper  state- 
ments, and  in  other  cases,  where  they  had  nothing  whatever  to  act  upon,  they  made  an 
estimate  based  upon  their  knowledge  of  the  political  complexion  of  the  parish,  of  what 
the*Tote  ought  to  have  been.  They  also  counted  a  large  number  of  aflSdavits  purporting 
to  be  sworn  to  by  voters  who  had  been  wrongfully  denied  registration  or  the  right  to 
vote,  many  of  which  affidavits  they  must  have  known  to  l>e  forgeries.  It  was  testified 
by  one  witness  that  he  Ibrged  over  a  thousand  affidavits,  imd  delivered  them  to  the  Lynch 
board  while  it  was  in  session.  It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  waste  time  in  considering  this 
part  of  the  case,  for  no  person  can  examine  the  testimony  ever  so  cursorily  without  see- 
ing that  this  pretended  canvass  had  no  semblance  of  integrity. 

But  it  has  been  claimed  before  your  committee  that  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Louisiana,  rendered  since  this  investigation  commenced,  has  determined  that  the  Lynch, 
board  was  the  legal  returning  board  at  the  time  it  pretended  to  canvass  the  votes;  and 
it  is  urged  that  a  whole<K)me  regard  for  the  rights  of  the  State  precludes  the  Senate  from 
investigating  this  subject  back  of  that  decision;  that  the  canvassers  were  a  board  of 
officers  created  by  the  State  law,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  having 
determined  that  the  Lynch  board  was  the  legal  board  the  United  States  is  esstopped  by 
that  decision,  and  the  amvass  made  by  the  board.     To  this  there  are  three  answers: 

First.  The  supreme  court,  in  the  case  referred  to,  is  understood  not  to  have  had  any 
testimony  before  it  showing  the  character  of  the  proceedings  by  the  Lynch  board,  which 
testimony  is  before  your  committee  very  fully.  Fraud  vitiates  everything,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain that  no  court,  upon  the  testimony  before  your  committee,  could  hold  the  canvass  by 
that  board  to  be  valid. 

Second.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  supreme  court  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
case  in  which  they  made  the  decision.  The  judgments  of  eveiy  court,  the  most  exalted 
in  character,  are  absolutely  void  if  rendered  without  jurisdiction.  But  this  point  will 
be  considered  more  fully  hereafter. 

Third.  But  for  the  interl'erence  of  Judge  Durell  in  the  matter  of  this  State  election,  a 
matter  wholly  beyond  his  jurisdiction,  the  McEnery  government  would  to-day  have 
been  the  de  facto  government  of  the  Stiite.  Judge  Durell  interposed  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  between  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  the  only  government  which  has  the 
semblance  of  regularit}-,  and  the  result  of  this  has  been  to  establish  the  Kellogg  govern- 
ment, so  far  as  that  State  now  has  any  government.  For  the  United  States  to  interfere 
in  a  State  election,  and,  by  the  employment  of  troops,  set  up  a  governor  and  legisla- 
ture without  a  shadow  of  right,  and  then  to  refuse  redress  of  the  wrong,  upon  the  ground 
that  to  grant  relief  would  be  interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  State,  is  a  proposition 
difficult  to  litter  with  a  grave  countenance.  Besides,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  to 
what  extent  the  supreme  court  may  have  been  influenced  in  rendering  this  decision  by 
the  fact  that  the  Kellogg  government,  the  creation  of  the  Lynch  iKiard,  had  already  been 
established,  and  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  sustained  by  Federal  authority. 
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But  so  iniich  stress  is  laid  npon  this  decision  of  the  supreme  court  that  it  merits  a  more- 
particular  notice,  and  we  shall  examine  it  with  a  view  to  determine  whether  the  court 
iuid  jurisdiction.  It  is  said  that  the  supreme  court  of  a  State  is  the  sole  judge  of  it* 
jurisdiction  under  Stiite  laws,  and  that  the  supreme  court  here  expressly  decided  that  it 
had  jurisdiction  of  this  cause.  Every  judgment  implies  an  assertion  of  jurisdiction,  but 
it  is  well  settled  that  no  judgment  of  any  court  has  validity  when  it  is  shown  that  it  was 
rendered  without  jurisdiction.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares  that  in 
eacli  State  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  to  the  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
every  other  State.  And  yet  it  is  well  settled  that  when  the  record  of  a  judgment  ren- 
(leKil  by  the  court  of  another  State  is  produced,  inquiry  may  be  made  as  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion ot  the  court  to  render  such  judgment,  and  that,  too,  although  the  court  renderinj^ 
t  he  j  udguieut  may  liaN  e  expressly  asserted  its  jurisdiction.  Whoever  presents  the  record 
of  any  judicial  proceeding,  and  claims  (or  it  conclusive  effect,  asserts  that  the  court  had 
jurisdiction,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  such  jurisdiction  did  not  exist  the  paper  is  no 
record. 

Now,  to  examine  the  decision  in  question  with  reference  to  jurisdiction: 

The  suit  was  commenced  in  the  eighth  district  court  of  New  Orleans,  by  the  Lyiacb 
board  against  the  Warnioth  board,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1872,  under  the  '*intrusioa 
act,"  for  the  purpose  of  determining  which  was  the  legal  board.  This  suit  was  anal- 
ogous to  a  ]>rfK*eeding  by  quo  warranto  at  the  common  law.  The  only  question  involved — 
the  entire  subject-matter  of  the  suit — was  whether  Lynch  and  the  other  members  of  that 
board,  or  Warnioth  and  the  other  members  of  his  board,  were  authorized  to  act  as  State- 
can  vju^sers.  The  plaiutilfs  averred  themselves  to  be  the  legal  members  of  the  board,  and 
that  the  defendants  had  intruded  into  their  ofiBices.  This  was  the  only  question  that  could 
be  settled  by  that  proceeding. 

On  the  IDth  November  the  court  decided  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  the  Lynch  board. 
On  the  21st  November  motion  for  new  trial  was  made,  and  was  set  for  hearing  on  the 
2.')th  November.  The  hearing  of  the  motion  was  on  that  day  postponed,  and  was  finally 
had,  and  the  motion  granted  on  the  3d  of  December;  and  the  suit  was  dismissed  upon  the 
^'round  that  the  act  of  November  20  repealed  all  former  election  laws,  and  abolished  the 
oflice. 

Wy  the  constitution,  article  74,  the  appellate  power  of  the  supreme  court  extends  only 
to  cases  *'  where  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  $500.'* 

It  is  well  settled  by  adjudications  that  where  an  office  is  in  dispute  the  amount  in- 
volved is  determined  by  the  amount  of  salary  attached  to  the  office.  In  this  case  the 
board  had  no  salary.  Therefore  the  Lynch  board  could  not  appeal  from  the  judgment 
dismissing  the  suit. 

On  the  li)tb  day  of  December,  A.  P.  Field,  a  stranger  to  the  cause,  presented  his  peti- 
tion for  intervention  and  appeal. 

His  petition  states  that  he  was  elected  attorney-general  at  the  November  election,  1872, 
and  that  it  had  been  so  declared  by  the  Lynch  board,  and  that  he  had  been  duly  com- 
missioned; that  he  was  interested  in  this  case,  for  that  the  plaintiffs  were  legal  returning^ 
ofheers,  and  had  returned  that  he  had  been  duly  elected;  and  that  the  judgment  in  said 
ease,  against  the  plaintiffs  therein,  ' 'jeopardizes  the  position  of  your  petitioner  in iiis  said 
oflice,  whereby  your  petitioner  has  an  Interest  in  having  such  judgment  reversed  and  set 
asi<le; "  and  that  he  had  an  interest  in  this  case  exceeding  $500,  the  salary  of  attorney- 
^^eneral  being  $5, 000  \yQr  annum.  The  petitioner  prayed  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court, 
which  was  granted. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  supreme  court  it  is  attempted  to  be  shown  that 
the  Lynch  lx)ard  might  have  appealed  from  the  judgment  dismissing  their  suit,  upon  the 
ground  that,  although  it  did  not  involve  the  amount  of  $500,  pecuniary  interest,  it  was 
\  cry  imi)ortant  to  the  people  of  the  State.  The  theory  that,  although  a  case  involves  no 
pecuniary  amount,  it  may,  from  its  magnificence  or  public  importance,  be  cognizable  by 
a  court  whase  jurisdiction  is,  by  the  constitution,  limited  to  cases  involving  $500,  is  new 
to  your  committee;  but,  conceding  its  correctness,  its  materiality  is  not  perceived,  be- 
cause the  Lynch  board  did  not  appeal. 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  opinions  of  the  mtyority  of  the  court,  and  the  casea 
cited,  and  also  the  dissenting  opinions  of  Judge  Wyly  and  Judge  Kennard,  with  the 
ras(\s  rtiferred  to  by  them.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  dissenting  opinions  of  Wyly  and 
Kennard  declare  the  true  principles  of  law  applicable  to  this  subject,  and  we  adopt  the 
opinion  of  Judge  W\vly  as  a  part  of  this  report: 

Opinion  of  Judge  Wyly, 
State  f.v  rel.  Attorney-General  ct  at.  vs.  Jack  Wharton  et  al.     Wyly,  judge,  dissent- 
*'  The  judgment  of  a  court  without  jurisdiction  ratioiU  maierisB  is  a  nullity  so  absolute 
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•MS  .si:natk  kmx'Tion  casks. 

:f  n(><'(l  not  he  priiiioniK'cd.     Tlu'  court  will  notier  the  want  of  jurisilii'tioii  t.r  projtrio 

WOtH. 

"It  i^^  wi-U  st'ttU'd  tliut  au  intervention  is  not  allowable  when*  tliv  {Kirty  tu'eking  to 
intiTvrni'  would  have  no  s<*]Kirat<*  (*aus4*  ot'artion  aj^ainst  eitlicr  or  Intth  ol*  Xhv  liti^jEJt?«. 
or  wlu*rt*  Uv  luv^  no  claim  to  tlu'  ininuMliato  object  ot'tlie  liti^ition. 

"The  immediate  object  of  the  liti^tion  in  the  c!Lse  before  um  is  to  deterniiue  the  title 
in  tlie  olFices  ni'  the  n.'turninj^  Imard  of  eki'tion.  under  act  No.  UK)  of  the  wXa  of  1^70 

"The  contn»versy  is  between  the  R'lat<irs  and  the  defendantM  for  thc*fl€'  oflii'esi. 

"A.  P.  Kiehl.  who  intervem's  and  brinirx  u]i  this  np])oal,  does  not  claim  the  oflieett  in 
4liH{)Ute.  He  hohls  the  oiVK-e  of  attonu'v-pMienil,  and  as  neither  the  relators  nor  the  dt^ 
lendants  set  up  a  claim  to  hi^^  oflice,  nr  attempt  in  any  manner  to  impitle  tlie  adniiniit- 
tration  thereot.  he  ha<  no  (itus«>  of  action  apiinst  either  (»f  them. 

"  He,  then'f<»re,  ha>  Mo  ii;!ht  to  intervene.  iKK'ausi^  the  hiw  will  not  allow  a  ]Kiity  In 
tlinist  hiiii^'lf  iutoa  litigation  he  winild  Ik- pntiiibite<l  inmi  in-^t  it  ut  in*:  tor  himself.  The 
object  of  interpi4>adin^  i^  to  abri4l^e  litipition.  an4i  avoid  the  multiplicity  <»t  •iu:t.s. 
Jlavin;:;  no  <aus«-  4>f  action  against  eitlur  of  the  liti^:ints,  and  not  <-laiminK  the  <ini<'es  in 
dispute,  how  <'aii  .\.  I*.  I'ield  inttr])l<-ad.  and.  \t\  ap]K'aiin;;.  ]>rotr:(cI  a  vexations  litic*- 
tion  dropped  by  the  orijiiiial  parlies? 

•  Sui-h  pleatlini:  i-^  net  a1l4>\\able  in  4iriliiiaiy  Nuits:  but  this  i«»  a  ]ir4H'4«-<linj»  under  the 
intrusinii  act  to  4lit4Tniiiic  win  tin  r  the  i4'Iatiir^  or  the  4letrndants  areenlitleii  In  the 
«>llic<'*<  of  tb«'  M-turniiiL;  board  4»f  i-l4-4-tion  untb'r  tb4'  a4-t  4»f  l'-*(i. 

"The  law  pro\i(l4's  tluit  Huit^i  <if  \]ii>  cl]ara4't4-r  Ut\\>\  be  ]iiou;:ht  in  tlu*  name  uf  tlie 
Mate,  ou  ilic  iilaiion  of  tlu'  di>::ici  atl4iru4'\  tt\  Ww  att4»rii4*y-p-neral.  apiinst  the  }Kirl,\ 
a4-i-u«-4l  4)f  iiitiiHlin^  into  i»r  UMia\Mii]],\  lioldiii;:  au  4»ni4-e:  iliat  ibe  nanif  of  the  im'Hmmi 
f'laimiiiL:  to  b4-  ri;^bt  fully  4iitit  led  to  o^tul  ini4-e  may  be  i(»iiicil  *•- plaintilf  with  tlu*  State; 
:iu«l  lh.li  when  il.e  iTiirii>iou  i>i  uia4li-  ap]i.iTei)t  the  4-oui(  may  4lec]4b-  the  (b-ti-udant  l4i  U- 
au  intiudci.  ei'-et  bini  tiom  oiVite,  aui)  itnb-r  that  ib'  )K'r<>oii  joint-d  with  the  State  a« 
plainlitf  may  be  iMdu(t«-d  into  otVicr.      :.\(tNot  l-i:--.  p:ii:c*«  '  1  :ind  1  !>'.>.  > 

"  N4)  proNi*'i<»n  i**  made  lor  an  interMiitii»n  iit  a  ^uit  of  thi»  kind,  anil  in  my  opinion  it 
i<.  n4ii  :dlowable.  It' a  couti(>\ei<\  foi  a<«Tlain  otVui'  l*e  >etlb-fl  iuiprii|NTl\  nn<ler  a 
pnN-eediui^  of  thi>  i-liaraet4T.  aiMl  tli<>  ]ii-isou  iudu4  ted  into  otVu-c  !>«  not  enlilleil  In  it.  ar» 
auaiu-^t  a  llnnl  i»arty,  \\1h»  wa-  not  joiiieil  ;is  ]i!aintilV  with  the  Stati*.  tla-  rights  <if  suih 
party  aie  in  no  maun4'r  impiijriil  He  4-an  by  iuand.iiuii>«  if  ue<-4»arv  ef>m|K*)  tlie  dis- 
tiict  .ittiirni';,  or  th4' attitrn4'y  ^'eucm)  to  institute  in  bi-  iH-bali  a  pnN-«*e4lin^  in  the  name 
<if  lh4-  Mate.  un4ler  tin-  intiiision  :iei.  au4l  ba\e  his  title  to  ibe  otlii'4>  tstabli^hetl  and  the 
|ire\  iou«<]y  *«iicces-«l'nl  liti;:.ilit  eJ<-<  led  liien-l'iom.  \It<-r  tlie  tliin-  ibi  4'<>nte>tin;!  theelei - 
liou  li.i*«  p.i-<*-4-d.  ibe  only  >uii  toi  <.tabl>li  inli-  toniliei- ibnt  i  an  bi-  brou«£bt  is  a  suit  under 
the  ii)tn]>i<iii  ad.  auii  iliai.  a^  lufoii'  ri-niaiU4-d.  niiixt  In-  bi'-u^dit  in  the  iianu' of  the 
^t.tlf-  I  he  M.iie.  a-  bi-toie  n  inark4Ml  li\  ih',-<. eoiii t ,  mU'«l  taki-  the  initiative:  ntinneean 
hii;:att-  loi  otlice  nn4lei  ili.il  .Ki:iinte  \:i  \i\^  owu  nanu-  Aii<l  if  a  fM'r.Min  caniiiii  in  hi> 
4*\M\  name  biiiii:  an  a4tiou  to|-  tlii-  otfa-e  In*  4  laim<-,  how  4-au  be  ae4'om]di*4h  the  Ninie  <di- 
jei-l  bv  liiini:  a  ]H-tition  ot  intt-i  \  1-1111011  in  bi«  4i\\  n  n.inn  .  -^i  ttiie^  u]i  bi*>  -e|i;irati-  4l«'iiian<l? 

"  X-^  !  iin«!(]Nt;ind  ib«'  iritiie^ioii  l.iv.,  im  oii4>  \\  ill  bi-:dli»w4il  ti»  ileuianil  an  lifliif  in 
tin-  Ski'e  ilia  priN  4'idHi;i  in  bis  immi  name.  \xh«tbei  he  ]»b  ad^  diieeil\  in  a  M-pamtr 
Thiioii  or  wbt-tber  he  inlfipb-.HJ-  in  :iii  ;n  tion  U-iwren  ••iber  paiii4-«.  \Vli4*n«'ver  lie  .^i"!^ 
til  li»  S1 1  ii]i  bis  lb  ni:<n«i  l«»r  an  oifMe  I  lie  sf.tiutis  in  ubich  1  h.ive  reterr4<l  pn-M-nlH*  the 
priri-4-   iiiini  I'l  hiimIi' of'  procetluie  in  \\biili   be  laii-^t  biiu^   tii.it   dt  niaiul  in  order  thai 

til-    rollll    in.4\    4ii'4  idr  tlie  til  If  to  1I11-  otli*  •- 

'  I1  ili>  .'"^laie  uii'li  r  till-  luTM^ioii  l;i\\  Miiisi  bi-  t be  ]»rominent  lilipnit.aiul  no  d«*nmii<l 
ti'i  otiii  I-  I  .III  bi- oi't  u]i  (  \ce]ii  in  iIm-  n  imm- ol'  iIm-  Siali-.  how  4>an  there  Im*  an  intenen- 
iiiiii'  I  "itt  this  .<i;iii- inf«r\i!ii  in  bt  r  ou  n  sint  y  Can  the  State,  mm  u:;  tor  .\.  wt  Up  a 
si']i:ii.ii«-  ili-niaiMi  in  Ihm  ttuii  sui;  in  ImIliIi'  til  W'f  C.iu  ihi*  Nime  |i:ifty  U>  Uitli  phiintiflT 
.iifl  Milt-i\<  iio:  in  llif  «.iini- suil  '  Mirb  .1  ]iPi|M»sitiou  !••  a  b-il.il  iiiiiid  i**  utterly  ahMinl. 
i'.m  lb'  II.  Ii««v.  Ill-  ibi'  ii^lii-  «»f  siNi-Kii  ]his4in«  el.dminir  a  p.irti<uliir  otVice  to  In*  4le!rr- 
iiimimI  w!t1i.ii:t  iim*:m-!iiiis  >.nits.  M  hit  h  till' l.iw  abhoiH'.'    Tin- answer  i.**  ]>la:n  anil  hiniple. 

"It  I-  hi'ind  lit  -  I  :i«'ii  !'  o'"  ibi-  ini  1  ii-iou  law .  iH-inir  ad  No.  ."i"  «if  the  act>  of  Hli*",  It 
I-  in  tlii-t  witiiN  '  ri1.1i  wbin  s,  m.i;i1  ]i>  r  mis  t-l.tiiii  tit  In- i-ntitlefl  to  the  Kiine  of11«v  or 
M.in«'bi~>  ••ii<-  .idi-in  ni.i\  bt-  bio'i'^lii  .i::.4iiisi  .dl  snrb  ]M-rsiin^  in  the  saim- aeiinn.  in  onirr 
i-iii\  rli'M  ii -pi  •  I1M   3  iirbts  to -inb  •illi«  •■  01  fi.inibisi-' 

Ibii,  i!ii  11.  to  'inip!il\  pb-ail'.a-.:  and  tosi-ttli  eonlla-t  lie.;  titles  to  oflbi',  the  Statr 
b  ■-•  •■M.i<  f •  d  .1  l.iA  bv  \\  iiii  It  shi*  t  .in  III  III  r  oM  11  ii.iiiii- m  oiH- aetion  siic  :il|  the  elaimiiiit^ 
I..  !h'  -i'.' ■  iiitlispnii.  .iiid  111  till  -  nm  a«  Tioii  't!\  tlnn  n-jH-i  ti\e  ri;:!it.s  in  snrh  ofllw 
.•:   !•  II,'  b-i 

I  iiii  ihf  \iM   l.i!i:Mi  e.:'- of  iIh*  law  it  is  .ippm  nt  tli.ii  im  luti  rpKadin;!  wa?*  (iiil!«'ni- 

p. it'll  b'.   tih-  'i.i.v;^'- i-i         \iiil    indi-i-d.  iimli  I  tbi    ^r.itiHt    it  i*«iiild   ni»t  Im' done.  iMtxilfV. 

.1^  Ti.  ;••;•   i.b^i'\id.  lii"    '"''.iti   .i]o::i   1  .m  biniL'  >li<   -iiil.;ini|  sbt   c.uinot  in  th«- xliue  act  lull 

H.tip.  ;\\.ii t'.pbd  -TV  iiosit;<<ns.  tint  ot   pliini:!)'.  tin- ]»ioiiiiiii-ttt  lilipiiit.Hml  tluit  ol 
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intervenor,  a  third  party,  a  stranger  to  the  suit.  Is  it  doabted  ibat  the  State  is  the  leal 
litiguut  in  suits  under  the  intrusion  law?  I  point  to  the  State  va,  Kiieder,  21  An.,  482, 
and  numerous  other  decisions  wherein  this  ooort  has  so  oiten  afGjmed  it,  and  I  refer  to 
the  statute  itself. 

*^  It  is  well  settled  that  in  a  contest  for  office  the  pecnniaiy  interest  inYolved  is  the 
amount  of  the  salary. 

'^  In  the  suit  before  us  there  is  no  salary  at  alL  Consequently,  as  between  the  orig- 
inal parties,  the  matter  in  dispute  does  not  exceed  $500,  and  this  eoort  is  without  juri»- 
tion  rntione  matt  rice.  To  ascertain  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  it  is  idle  to  discnss 
general  principles  or  to  cite  the  ai^ udications  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
l)ecause  it  does  not  spring  from  such  sources.  The  Jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  limited 
and  (lefiiied  in  precise  terms  in  the  constitution  of  this  State,  the  instrument  oreatibg  it, 
and  beyond  these  limitations  we  cannot  go  without  usurpation. 

' '  This  court  has  only  appellate  jurisdiction, '  which  shall  extend  to  all  cases  when  the 
matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  $500.*    *    *    *    (Article  74,  constitution  of  1868.) 

^'  But  the  intervenor  and  appellant  contends  that  as  his  salary  of  attorney-general  is 
$5,000  he  has  a  pecuniary  interest  in  this  litigation  exceeding  $500,  and  therefore  the 
court  as  to  him  has  jurisiliction.  For  argument  let  us  assume  that  it  is  so.  We  then 
have  no  anomaly  of  a  jurisdiction  as  to  one  litigant,  and  no  jurisdiction  as  to  the  others, 
and  positively  no  jurisdiction  as  to  the  offices  in  controversy,  the  immediate  object  in 
dispute,  and  of  the  litigation.  "  . 

'^The  matter  in  dispute  between  A  and  B,  the  very  object  of  their  litigation,  has  a 
pecuniary  value  less  than  $500;  neither  can  appeal  to  this  court  for  want  of  jurisdiction; 
the  difllculty  can  be  obviated;  the  judgment  below  can  be  reversed;  aUthatisneoessaiy 
is  for  a  third  party  to  aver  that  as  he  owns  some  other  ohject  worth  $500  be  has  a  pecu- 
niary interest  in  the  controversy  exceeding $500  and  therefore  can  intervene  and  apj^paX, 
1  f  t  he  d<K'triuc  contended  for  be  true,  all  the  inferior  courts  of  this  State,  including  Justices 
of  the  iK'ace,  may  in  the  same  manner  be  brought  before  this  court  for  revision.  Sucli 
a  proposition  is  unreasonable  and  absurd.  In  my  judgment  the  title  to  an  office  tbe 
salary  of  which  is  less  than  $500  cannot  be  determined  by  this  court,  for  wont  of  joris- 
diction  rntione  nuitcriiej  it  matters  not  who  is  the  appc^Uaht,  and  it  matters  not  how 
many  airidavit^  are  tiled  setting  up  a  pecuniary  interest  exceeding  the  amount  of  the 
siilary.  A  third  party  appealing  from  a  judgment  must  shew  a  direct  pecnniory  inter- 
est in  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit  (Attorney-general  t».  Harkey,  Kaiser,  21  Ann., 
74:^;  1  N.  S,  :{08;  4  N.  S.,  342;  2  H.,  391.)  The  sulyect-matter  of  this  suit  is  the  title 
to  tlie  oifices  of  the  returning  boards  of  election  under  act  No.  100  of  the  acts  of  1870, 
to  which  ofiices  there  is  no  salary.  Therefore  neither  the  original  litigants  nor  the  in- 
tervenor has  a  direct  pecunii^  interest  in  the  subject-matter  of  this  suit  and  therefore 
cannot  appeal,  because  this  court  is  without  jurisdiction  roHone  maierim.  It  is  theiefare 
my  j  udgnient  that  if  an  intervention  in  a  case  like  this  were  allowable,  and  if  a  third  porliy 
couJd  intervene  and  appeal  from  a  judgment  not  appealable  by  the  original  liti^mts^ 
because  the  matter  in  dispute  is  less  than  $500,  the  intervenor,  A.  P.  Field,  has  not 
shown  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  this-suit  sufficioitto  entitle  him  to  the  appeal  or 
sulficieut  to  give  this  court  jurisdiction. 

'^  If  he  had  been  joined  as  plaintiff  with  the  State  in  this  suit,  he  could  not  appeal, 
because  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit  is  less  than  $500.  The  oigoment,  however,  is 
urged  tliat  Field  has  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  this  case,  because,  as  the  time  fat  con- 
test ing  elections  has  passed  (more  than  ten  days  after  the  election  having  elapsed),  he  has 
no  other  way  to  vindicate  his  title  to  the  office  of  sttomey-gMieEBl.  That  if  the  board 
by  whom  he^  was  returned  as  elected  was  not  the  lawfhl  returning^  board,- then  bis  title 
to  the  office  has  no  basis  upon  which  to  rest  Consequently,  his  entire  salary  as  attor- 
ney-general is  involved  in  this  controversy  between  the  two  letoming  boards. 

''The  answer  to  this  is  twofold:  Fin[t,  the  ccmtrovei^y  between  these  returning  boards 
in  no  way  ])re vented  him  from  instituting,  within  proper  time,  the  nsool  proceedings  to 
contest  the  election.  Second,  his  title  to  the  office  of  attorney-general  cannot  now  be 
determined  fLs  against  H.  N.  Ogden,  his  opponent  at  the  election,  beouisethe  latter  is  not 
a  party  to  these  proceedings.  Besides,  in  a  controveiiiy  Ibr  one  office  the  litie  to  another 
ofVice  (seitarate  and  distinct)  cannot  be  determined.  A  proceeding  under  th»  *'intrasi(fti 
act ''  can  only  determine  the  title  to  the  office  in  dispnte,  and  no  one  con  become  a  party 
to  that  proceeding  who  does  not  daim  the  immedlato  t>ljeet  of  the  litigatiffli.  If  A.  P. 
Field,  who  was  returned  as  elected  attomey-genend,  can  intervene  in  this  cootrovefsj, 
every  candidate  for  office  at  the  lato  election,  every  person  expecting  an  office  if  his  par^ 
prevails,  and  every  person  incidentally  or  reinotdy  interested  m  the sety^nent  of  tiieisrae 
may  intervene,  and  the  rights  of  everybody,  the  titles  to  all  theoffllbs  in  the  State,  may  at 
once  be  determined,  notwithstanding  the  opponents <tf  these  varions  interveners  were  not 
i'i  t  e<l,  and  were  not  p:irti(»  t  o  the  suit  between  these  retoming boonls.  An orgnii^^n^  iAuA 
leads  to  such  monsti  msabsunlities  ought  not  to  be  accepted  by  this  court  as  correct.   In 
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State  C8.  Mason  ct  al.^  149,  o06,  A.,  where  parties  not  claiming  the  oflSces  of  mayor  and 
coimcilmen  of  Carrollton  contested  the  election  of  the  defendants  to  said  offices,  Ihis  court 
said:  '  It  appears  reasonable  that  no  one  but  a  person  pretending  to  have  a  right  to  an 
office  should  be  permitted  to  test  the  right  of  the  incumbent  to  that  office.'  In  Voisin 
and  others  vs.  Leehe  ct  al.^  2'S  A.,  25,  a  similar  case,  this  doctrine  was  affirmed  by  this 
court,  the  identical  language  being  adopted  by  Chief- Justice  Ludeliug,  the  organ  of  the 
court.  In  State  ex  rcl.  Sullivan  ei  al.  vs.  Mount  ei  nl. ,  21  A. ,  755,  where  the  controversy  was 
between  two  boards  of  school  directors,  and  where  Kendall,  the  secretary  of  one  of  the 
boards,  appealed,  claiming  that  as  his  salary  was  $1,HC)0  he  had  a  pecuniary  interest  in 
the  controversy  exceeding  $500,  this  court  held  that '  in  a  controversy  for  office  under  the 
intrusion  act'  a  third  party,  not  holding  or  claiming  the  office  in  dispute,  cannot  appeal 
from  the  judgment  of  the  court  a  gtia.  There  the  board  that  appointed  Kendall  secretary' 
was  unsuccessful  in  the  controversy  with  the  other  board  of  school  directors,  and  could 
not  appeal  because  of  the  want  of  pecuniary  interest  (there  being  no  salary  allowed  the 
school  directors  of  the  parish  of  Orleans).  Kendall,  the  secretary,  appealed,  and  contended 
that,  unless  his  right  to  appeal  was  maintained,  he  would  lose  his  office,  aifording  hini 
a  salary  of  $1,800  per  annum;  that  the  very  basis  of  his  office  rested  upon  the  reversal 
of  the  judgment  in  the  controversy  between  these  two  boards  of  school  directors  The 
court  held  that  as  he  did  not  claim  the  offices  in  dispute  (the  innufdiate  object  of  the  lit- 
igation), Kendall  could  not  'appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  a  qua."  Here 
neither  of  the  returning  boards  of  eletttion  has  appealed  from  the  judgment  in  the  con- 
troversy between  them,  because,  having  no  salary,  there  is  no  pecuniary  interest  involved 
as  between  them.  A.  P.  Field,  claiming  to  be  returned  as  attorney -general  by  one  ol 
these  boards,  whose  suit  under  the  'intrusion  act'  was  dismissed,  has  appealed,  and  he 
contends  that  unless  that  judgment  is  reversed  and  the  board  which  returned  bim -as 
elected  attorney- general  is  recognized  by  this  court  and  declared  the  lawful  boaid,  his 
title  to  that  office  has  no  basis  upon  which  to  rest.  The  case  presented  by  him  is  iden- 
tic>al  in  principle  with  that  presented  by  Kendall,  and  should  have  the  same  solution. 
He  is  a  third  party,  not  claiming  the  offices  in  controversy,  and  cannot  appeal  from  thiT 
judgment  of  the  court  a  qua^  21  A.,  735.  Tbe  appellant  cites  the  case  of  Byerly  rs. 
Judge  of  the  Eighth  District  Court,  23  A.,  768,  to  show  that  a  third  party  having  an  ap- 
pealable interest  may  appeal.  That  case  is  not  like  the  one  before  the  couit.  Byerly 
showed  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  in  the  matter  in  dispute. 

"  I  deem  it  proper  to  remark,  however,  that  there  is  a  feature  of  that  case  that  I  do 
not  approve  of.  I  was  not  present  at  the  hearing,  and  took  no  part  in  its  decision.  What- 
ever comfort  it  may  give  the  appellant,  however,  is  utterly  annihilated  in  the  subsequent 
tinal  decision  of  that  same  case  reported  in  24  A.,  115. 

"The  case  in  12  A.,  48,  cited  to  show  that  a  third  party  may  appeal,  is  wholly  unlike 
the  case  before  the  court.  There  the  property  of  a  third  paily  had  been  seized,  and  the 
appeal  was  from  the  judgment  dissolving  his  injunction.  It  being  a  separate  demand, 
C.  P.,  398,  and  the  value  of  the  property  being  sufficient  to  give  this  court  jurisdiction, 
there  was  no  error  in  maintaining  the  appeal. 

"  There  are  other  grounds  for  dismissing  the  appeal,  which  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
notice,  because,  to  my  mind,  the  argument  which  I  have  endeavored  to  make  fully 
maintains  the  exception  of  the  defendants  that  A.  P.  Field  has  no  right  to  take  this  ap- 
peal. 

"Believing  that  the  case  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  and  that  the  dwree 
of  a  court  without  jurisdiction,  rationc  matcriw,  is  an  absolute  nullity,  I  hardly  think  it 
necessary  to  enter  upon  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  issues  presented  lor  adjudication 
upon  the  merits.  I  will  state,  however,  some  of  the  conclusions  forced  upon  my  mind 
from  a  careful  consideration  of  these  questions. 

"  I  believe  the  governor  had  the  right  to  sign  the  new  election  law  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1872;  that  it  became  operative  from  the  moment  of  the  signing,  and  that  it 
entirely  repealed  the  law  creating  the  offices  in  controversy,  to  wit,  act  No.  100  of  the 
acts  of  1870. 

"That  the  governor  has  the  right  in  this  State  to  sign  and  approve  la'ws  after  the 
session  of  the  legislature  has  ended  has  often  been  decided  by  this  court;  indeed,  I  reganl 
the  jurisprudence  settled  on  this  point.  But  the  appellant  conteu'ls  with  some  ^ow  of 
plausibility  that  when  this  act  was  signed  (the  20th  of  November,  1872)  the  legislature 
that  emicted  the  law  had  passed  out  of  existence  (the  terms  of  roost  all  the  members  of 
the  general  a&sembly  having  expired);  that  with  the  cessation  of  their  ternis  ended  all 
of  their  unfinished  business,  .so  that  the  governor  could  not  complete  by  his  approval  and 
signature  a  statute  after  its  authors  had  cca-sed  to  exist. 

"This  argument  is  ingenious  but  unsound.  The  fallacy  lies  in  supj  osing  that  the 
law-making  power  had  ceased  to  exist.  While  our  structure  of  government  remains 
neither  of  the  ctMirdinate  branches  thereof  can  cease  to  exist.  nltV.ough  the  persona  in- 
trusted by  the  people  to  administer  them  often  discontinue  to  do  so  because  of  death, 
resignation,  or.  the  llapse  of  the  ternis  for  which  these  public  functions  were  choiien.      •^ 
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In  this  State  the  effect  of  a  repealing  law  is  not  always  a  question  of  construction. 
When  a  repealing  law  like  any  other  law  *  is  clear  and  free  from  ambiguity,  the  letter  of 
it  is  not  to  be  disregarded  under  pretext  of  pursuing  its  spirit '  (C.  C,  13); 

*'It  is  only  when  the  law  is  dubious  in  its  language  that  its  meaning  must  be 
sought  by  construction  (C.  C,  16); 

"In  my  opinion  the  election  law  approved  20th  November,  1872,  entirely  repealed 
the  law  of  1870.  It  devised  a  new  ancl  diflferent  way  of  canvassing  the  votes  and  mak- 
ing the  returns,  and  it  entirely  abolished  the  offices  involved  in  this  controversy.  How 
the  incumbents  of  offices  that  have  been  abolished  can  pretend  to  hold  over  under  arti- 
cle 122  of  the  constitution  till  their  snccessors  are  inducted  into  office  I  cannot  imagine. 

"How  can  there  be  an  inducting  of  successors  into  offices  that  do  not  exist? 

*'But  great  stress  is  laid  on  the  case  of  Kreider,  21  A.,  482,  and  it  is  insisted  that  the 
ruling  in  that  case  covers  this  ohe.  1  do  not  think  so.  The  statute  interpreted  in  that 
case  differed  very  materially  from  the  one  now  under  examination.  There  the  court 
held  that  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  September  14,  1868,  repealing  the  charter 
of  Jefferson,  approved  March  8,  1867,  did  not  abolish  the  office  of  the  corporation.  This 
clause  only  repealed  the  old  charter  in  so  far  as  its  provisions  were  not  incorporated  in 
the  new  charter. 

"The  title  of  that  act  was  *An  act  for  revising  and  amending  the  charter  of  the  city 
of  Jefferson.' 

"The  title  of  the  act  onlj^  proposed  to  *  revise  and  amend  '  the  charter. 

"Under  cover  of  such  a  title  the  old  act  could  not  be  abolished,  and  any  clause  to 
that  effect  would  be  repugnant  to  article  114  of  the  constitution  requiring  the  objects  of 
every  statute  to  be  expressed  in  the  title  thereof.  In  the  Kreider  case  it  was  held  that 
the  'clause  only  repealed  the  old  charter  in  so  far  as  its  provisions  were  not  incorporated 
in  the  new  charter. ' 

"The  provisions  of  that  act  did  not  abolish  the  offices  of  the  corporation,  but  continued 
them. 

"In  the  statute  before  us  the  officers  of  returning  boards  in  the  old  law  are  not  carried 
over  and  incorporated  in  it.  Therelbre  these  oflBces  are  abolished  under  the  authority  ot 
Kreider's  case,  which  has  been  produced  to  show  the  reverse. 

"  In  my  judgment  the  act  approved  20th  November,  1872,  is  not  mere  revisory  legis- 
lation; but  whether  it  is  or  not  is  of  no  consequence,  because  the  offices  claimed  by  the 
relators  under  the  old  law  are  abolished,  if  not  directly  atleast  by  implication,  because 
the  continuing  of  said  offices  is  not  provided  for  in  the  new  law,  and  it  is  inconsistent 
therewith. 

"The  provision  of  act  No.  100  of  the  acts  of  1870,  creating  these  offices  and  designat- 
ing the  duties  to  lie  performed  therein,  is  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
20th  November,  1872,  and  is  therefore  repealed. 

"This  was  the  view  taken  by  this  court  in. the  analogous  case  of  the  State  ex  rel.  Mar- 
tien  vs.  Lavigne  (23  A.,  Ill); 

"Here,  to  my  mind,  another  difficulty  arises.  What  jtidicial  effect  can  the  decision 
have?  What  legal  right  shall  we  order  to  be  executed?  A.  P.  Field  cannot  be  put  into 
the  offices  in  controversy,  because  he  don't  claim  them. 

"We  cannot  eject  the  defendants  and  induct  into  these  offices  the  relators,  because 
the  plaintiffs  have  not  appealed  from  the  judgment  dismissing  their  suit.  (1  N.  S. ,  308. ) 
Besides,  the  defendants  are  not  claiming  the  offices,  but  contend  that  they,  as  well  as 
the  plaintiffs,  are  not  out  of  office  by  reason  of  the  approval  of  the  elecfion  law  of  1872. 

"Furtheimore,  if  the  approval  of  said  law  is  not  valid  the  relators  have  nothing  to 
contend  for,  having  canvassed  and  made  their  returns.  Notwithstanding  the  suit,  they 
have  exhausted  the  powers  confided  to  them,  and  they  are  now  functus  officio — they  are 
no  longer  excluded  from  office.  There  are  other  questiods  which  I  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  discuss. 

' '  With  all  due  respect  for  the  views  of  my  learned  associates,  who  compose  the  quorum 
deciding  this  case,  I  feel  constrained  to  differ  with  them  in  the  conclusion  to  which  they 
have  arrived,  because  I  believe  their  decision  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  analogies  of 
our  law,  and  the  numerous  adjudications  of  ourselves  and  our  predecessors.  I  believe 
that  it  practically  overrules  many  important  principl&s  and  points  of  practice  heretofore 
deemed  settled,  and  that  it  is  a  new  departure  in  the  jurisprudence  of  our  State. 

"For  the  reason  stated,  I  feel  constrained  to  dissent  in  this  cafee." 

No  man  can  be  said  to  be  aggrieved  by  a  judgment  unless  he  has  some  direct  interest 
in  it.  A  man  may  be  aggrieved  in  the  sense  of  being  distressed  or  afflicted  at  the  defeat 
of  his  neighbor  or  friend,  or  iK'cansc  he  thinks  the  judgment  will  have  injurious  effects 
uix)n  public  interests.  But  bclbrc  he  can  intervene  and  appeal  he  must  show  that  some 
right  of  his  is  injuriously  affected  by  the  judgment.  In  a  suit  by  quo  warranto  against 
a  person  who  had  been  for  years  acting  as  a  judge  of  a  court  it  would  hardly  be  main- 
tii^ned  that  every  person  who  had  recovered  a  jndgiueut  while  the  defendant  had  been 
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acting  as  judge  could  intervene  and  appeal  from  a  judgment  determining  that  the  judge 
liad  wronglully  exercised  the  ofBce.  One  reason  is  that  a  judgment  rendered  by  a  ilc 
fado  judge  is  as  valid  between  the  parties  as  if  rendered  by  a  judge  dc  jure.  And  in 
this  suit  the  supreme  court,  although  they  declare  that  Field  was  entitled  to  an  appeal, 
make  no  decision  in  his  favor;  do  notdechire  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  office  of  attorney - 
general,  and  could  not,  for  his  opponent  was  not  before  the  court;  but  reverse  the  judg- 
ir.ent  below  solely  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  erroneous  as  to  th6  Lynch  board,  who 
lird  not  appealed.  We  therefore  dismiss  the  further  consideration  of  this  decision  of 
tlic  supreme  court  of  the  State  with  the  further  remark  that  if  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
hupreme  court  were  conceded  their  decision  would  not  be  conclusive  against  the  United 
States  in  an  inquiry  like  this,  to  ascertain  if  the  State  has  a  government. 

Wu  now  proceed  to  consider  another  case  pending  before  Judge  Durell,  in  which,  if 
j)Os.sible,  he  has  still  more  flagrantly  transcended  his  jurisdiction. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  31,  1870,  16  Stat.  L.,  14G,  sec  23,  provides: 

"That  whenever  any  person  shall  be  defeated  or  depiivedof  his  election  to  any  office, 
except  elector  of  President  or  Vice-President,  Kepresentative,  or  Delegate  in  Congress, 
or  member  of  a  State  legislature,  by  reason  of  the  denial  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  who 
shall  offer  to  vote  of  the  right  to  vote  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of 
servitude,"  such  person  may  have  his  action  in  the  Fedeinl  court,  <Jtc. 

On  the  7th  day  of  December,  1872,  C.  C.  Antoine,  claiming  that'he  had  been  elected 
lieutenant-governor  at  the  election  in  November.  H72.  tiled  his  bill  of  complaint  on  the 
equity  side  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  against 
the  Warmoth  board — Warmoth,  Wharton,  Hatch,  and  Da  Ponte — agaiuht  the  holding- 
over  clerk  of  the  liouse  of  representatives,  and  the  holding-over  secretary  of  the  senate; 
and  against  Y.  A.  Woodward,  assistant  stHTetary  of  state;  against  Penn,  claiming  to  be 
lieutenant-governor;  and  against  Armstead,  claiming  to  be  secretary  of  state;  against 
Blanchard,  state  registrar  of  voters;  against  the  metropolitan  jjolicc  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans;  against  all  the  persons  determined  by  the  l)oard  con.pcji'cd  of  Dc  Feriet  and 
others,  appointed  under  the  act  of  November  2i\  to  have  been  ehctcd  senators  and  meni- 
l)ers  of  the  house  of  rei)resentatives:  and  ngaiust  the  l)e  Ftiiet  board. 

Thi»  bill  contained,  in  substance,  the  allegations  contained  in  the  Kellogg  bill,  thougli 
more  in  detail;  and  set  tbrth  that  secret  and  confidential  instructions  were  issued  to  the 
State  supervisors  of  registration  to  exclude  the  supervisors  appointed  by  the  United  States 
irom  the  canvass  of  State  and  parish  officers;  and  to  permit  no  person  to  vote  who  had 
been  denied  registration,  unless  they  knew  that  he  had  been  so  denied;  and  that  W^ar- 
moth  manipulated  the  election  so  as  to  defeat-the  complainant;  excluding  the  votes  given 
by- colored  citizens  from  the  count,  &c. ;  the  approval  by  the  governor  of  the  act  of  No- 
veml>er  20;  the  appointment  of  De  Feriet  and  others,  canvassers  under  the  said  act;  that 
aid  De  Feriet  board  pretended  to  make  a  canvass,  and  that  proclamation  thereof  was 
made,  &c. ;  that  by  law  it  wa^  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  transmit  to  Vigers, 
clerk  of  the  house,  and  Merritt,  secretary  of  the  senate,  a  list  of  the  persons  elected  to 
the  legislature;  they  being  the  only  persons  competent  to  organize  the  legislature;  that 
Wharton,  as  secretary  of  state,  had  furnished  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate  the  list  of 
persons  declared  by  the  De  Feriet  board  to  be  elected,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Merritt  to  organize  the  senate  accordingly;  and  the  same  as  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives; and  that  the  legislature,  if  so  organized,  would  deprive  the  complainant  of  his 
rights,  &c. ;  that  Bovee  is  the  lawful  secretary  of  state,  and  Wharton  has  no  right  to  said 
office;  that  the  metropolitan  police  are  acting  in  collusion  and  will  aid  the  fraudulent 
purpose,  &c. 

The  bill  prays  injunction  against  Warmoth,  restraining  him* from  interfering  with  the 
organization  of  the  legislature  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  IS" 3,  or  on  any  future  day,  &c. ; 
and  from  aiding  any  person  to  a  seat  not  certified  by  Bovee;  and  an  injunction  against 
the  police  from  interfering.  &c. ;  and  against  the  members  of  the  legislature  certified  by 
the  De  Feriet  board;  and  against  Merritt,  secretary  of  the  senate,  restraining  him  fh>m 
placing  on  the  roll  any  name  not  certified  by  Bovee;  same  as  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives against  Bovee,  restraining  the  clerk  from  receiving  any  returns  except  irom  the 
Lynch  board. 

The  prayer  for  relief  is  as  follows: 

**  And  may  it  also  please  your  honors  to  order  and  adjudge  that  the  said  defendant, 
II.  C.  Warmoth,  within  a  period  of  time  to  be  fixed  by  your  honors,  do  make  and  deposit 
in  this  honorable  court,  in  the  othce  of  the  clerk  thereof,  full,  true,  and  exact  sworn 
copies  of  each  and  every  paper,  document,  aflidavit,  tally-sheet,  list,  sworn  statement  or 
certificate,  or  letter  whicli  he  may  have  received,  or  may  have  come  into  his  possession 
from  any  commissioner  or  commissioners,  or  any  ofiicer  eoncenied  in  the  control  or  man- 
agement of  said  election,  or  who  had  any  duties  to  perform  in  connection  therewith,  and 
from  all  supervisors  or  assistant  supervisors  of  election,  in  any  manner  relating  to  said 
election,  in  onler  that  the  some  may  be  beyond  the  power  of  destruction  by  the  said 
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defendant,  Warmoth,  and  his  said  coqfedcrates,  and  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  saved 
to  your  orator  as  evidence  to  enable  him  to  establish  his  right  to  the  office  as  aforesaid 
in  any  judicial  proceedings  which  he  may  be  compelled  to  institute  in  this  ^onrt  to 
establish  and  vindicate  the  same,  and  that  the' same  may  be  also  preserved  for  use  or 
proof  in  support  of  your  orator's  bill  in  this  behalf,  and  to  establish  his  right  to  the 
relief  by  him  herein  and  hereby  prayed  for;  and  that  the  said  evidence,  documents,  &c., 
to  be  produced  remain  on  file  in  this  court,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  preserved  as 
evidence  in  any  action  which  your  orator  may  be  required  to  institute  in  this  court  to 
establish  his  right  to  said  office." 

The  bill  also  contained  prayer  for  process  and  for  general  relief 

The  court  granted  a  rule  to  show  cause,  returnable  on  the  11th  December,  1872,  why 
injunctions  pendente  lite  should  not  be  allowed  as  prayed  for,  and  granted  restraining 
order  in  the  mean  time  to  the  extent  and  effect  prayed  for  in  the  bill;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  the  extent  and  scope  of  the  order  directed  the  clerk  to  attach  thereto 
a  copy  of  the  prayer  for  injunction,  which  order  and  copy  attached  are  as  follows: 


<( 


Circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  and  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  in  equity. 


"C.  C.  Antoine 

V8,  J- No.  6861. 

**H.  C.  Wabmoth  et  al. 


[no. 


n 


Restraining  order. — Issued  December  7,  1872. 


it 


Whereas  the  plaintiff  herein  has  this  day  filed  and  exhibited  his  bill  of  complaint 
against  the  said  defendant,  U.  C.  Warmoth,  and  the  other  defendants  named  in  said  bill 
of  complaint,  and  has  therein  prayed  that  inixxnctiona,  pendente  lite,  issue  against  the 
defendants  therein,  and  that  a  restraining  order  be  also  issued  restraining  the  said  de- 
fendants as  prayed  for  in  said  bill  from  doing  or  permitting  to  be  done  the  acts  in  said 
bill  complained  of: 

**Now,  therefore,  on  motion  of  J.  R.  Beckwith  and  E.  C.  Billings,  solicitors  for  com- 
plainant, it  is  ordered  that  the  defendants  named  in  said  bill  do  show  cause  on  the  11th 
day  of  December,  1872,  why  injunctions,  pendente  lite,  should  not  be  allowed  as  prayed 
for.  It  is  further  ordered  that  said  defendants,  each  and  every  one  of  them,  be,  and  are 
hereby,  commanded  and  restrained  to  the  extent  and  effect  as  in  said  bill  of  complaiut 
prayed  [the  clerk  will  attach  to  this  order  a  copy  of  the  prayer  ibr  injunction  as  set  forth 
in  said  bill  of  complaint]  until  the  hearing  and  determination  of  said  rule  for  iig  unction 
and  until  the  further  order  of  the  court  in  the  premises. 

**E.  H.  DVRELh,  Judge. 


"A  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  order  on  file  in  this  cause. 

F.  A.  WOOLFLEY,  ClerL', 


a 


"Wherefore  your  orator  humbly  prays  that  your  honor  will  grant  unto  him  all  "just 
and  proper  relief  in  the  premises;  that  you  will  allow  and  grant  unio  him  the  most 
gracious  writ  of  injunction  issued  under  the  seal  of  this  honorable  court,  directed  to  the 
said  defendant,  Heijry  C.  Warmoth,  enjoining  and  restraining  him  from  in  any  manner, 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself  or  through  any  other  officer  of  the  State,  city,  or  parish, 
or  through  any  other  person,  from  controlling  or  attempting  to  control,  interfering  with, 
or  attempting  to  interfere  with,  the  organization  of  either  branch  of  this  general  assembly' 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  callcfd  to  assi^mble  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1872, 
or  that  may  be  called  to  assemble  at  any  future  day,  and  from  directly  or  indirectly, 
either  by  himself  or  through  any  other  person,  preventing  any  person  claiming  to  be  ii 
member  of  said  general  assembly  Jrom  having  full  and  free  ingress  and  egress  to  and 
from  the  place,  building,  and  room  of  that-branch  of  said  general  assembly  of  which  he 
may  claim  to  be  a  member,  or  from  issuing  any  written  or  oral  order  or  instruction,  re- 
quest, or  direction,  calculated  or  designed  to  directly  or  indirectly  control  or  interfere 
with  the  organization  of  either  of  the  branches  of  said  general  assembly,  or  calculated 
or  designed  to  prevent  any  person  from  having  free  access  thereto,  who  claims  to  be  a 
member  thereof,  and  from  doing  any  act,  or  from  giving  any  order,  direction,  or  making 
any  rwiuest  which  may  directly  or  indirectly  prevent  or  hinder  any  person  from  being 
present  and  taking  part  in  the  organization  of  said  senate,  called  to  convene  on  the  siiid 
9th  day  of  December,  or  at  any  future  day,  who  may  be  returned  as  a  member  thereof 
by  the  board  of  returning  officers,  composed  of  the  said  Henry  C.  Warmoth,  George  E. 
Bovee,  James  Longstreet,  Jacob  Hawkins,  and  John  Lynch,  and  whose  name  sh:ill  also 
be  transmitted  by  the  said  George  E.  Bovee,  secretary  of  state,  to  Charles  H.  Merritt, 
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the  S4'<Tetary  of  the  senate  of  the  last  general  assembly,  and  placed  by  the  siiUl  M<  rritt 
iiiwn  the  roll  of  siiid  senate,  so  to  be  convened,  and  fmni  in  any  manner,  directly  or  in- 
dire<.tly,  aiding  or  abetting  any  person  who  is  not  so  retained  by  said  retnriiing  bounl 
as  a  rae«il)er  ot  said  senate,  so  to  be.  convened,  and  whose  name  is  not  so  transmitted  as 
a  member  elected  to  said  senate,  and  is  not  so  placed  upon  the  roll  of  said  senate,  from 
participating  in  the  organization  of  said  senate,  and  from  doing  any  act.  or  Iroin  giving 
any  order,  direction,  or  making  any  request  which  may  directly  or  indirectly  prevent  or 
liinder  any  person  from  being  present  and  taking  part  in  the  organization  ot  said  houst*. 
called  to  convene  on  the  said  9th  day  of  December,  or  that  may  bo  culled  to  eon\ene  at 
any  future  day,  who  may  be  returned  as  a  meml)er  thereof  by  the  board  of  returning 
officers,  composed  of  the  said  Henry  C.  Warmoth,  George  E.  Bovee,  .fames  Lc»ng>>trtet, 
Jacob  Hawkins,  and  John  Lynch,  and  whose  name  shall  also  be  transmitted  by  the  ^aid 
George  E.  Bovee,  secretary  of  state,  to  William  Vigers,  the  secretary  of  the  house  of  the 
last  general  assembly,  and  placed  by  the  said  William  Vigers  upon  the  roll  of  suiil  hou.se 
so  to  be  convened, and  from  in  any  manner  directly  or  indirectly  aiding  or  abetting;  any 
person  who  is  not  so  returned  by  said  returning  board  as  a  member  of  ^'^aid  hou.*e,  so  to 
be  convened,  and  whose  name  is  not  so  transmitte<l  as  a  member  electe<l  to  said  house, 
and  is  not  so  placed  upon  the  roll  of  said  house,  from  paiticipating  in  the  organization 
of  said  house. 

"Except  that  the  said  Henry  C.  Warmoth  is  not  hereby  prohibited  from  participating 
in  the  canvass  and  return  of  the  members  elected  to  the  said  branclie."i  of  sjid  general 
assembly,  so  to  be  convened,  provided  he  do  the  same  in  conjunction  with  and  in  the 
presence  of  said  George  E.  Bovee,  James  Longstreet,  Jacob  Hawkins,  andyJohn  Lynch, 
but  not  otherwise.  And  that  he  further  be  enjoined  and  restrained  from  in  any  manner 
obstructing  or  hindering  the  said  William  Vigers,  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
or  the  said  secretary  of  the  senate,  Charles  H.  Merritt,  in  the  free  and  unobstructed  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  or  in  full  and  complete  obedience  to  the  orders  of  this  court,  and 
from  suspending,  removing  them,  or  either  of  them,  from  office,  or  appointing  or  onlcring, 
or  abetting  any  other  person  or  persons  to  perform  any  act  whicli  hy  law  or  tluj  onlera  of 
this  court  devolves  on  either  the  said  Vigers,  Merritt,  or  upon  George  E.  Bovee,  sei-re- 
tary  of  state,  and  from  recognizing  any  validity  in  any  act  done  or  performed  by  any  otht  r 
person  or  persons  pretending  to  act  in  the  office  or  capacity  of  eithepof  said  officers. 

*'And  that  awrit  of  injunction  may  also  issue,  directed  to  A.  S.  Badgei',  chief  of  metn>- 
politan  police,  and  to  each  member  of  the  board  of  the  metroptJitan  police,  and  to  the 
board  of  metropolitan  police,  enjoining  and  restraining  them  and  eiich  of  them  from  inter- 
fering in  any  manner  with  the  organization  of  either  branch  of  the  general  assembly  to  >>e 
convened  on  the  9th  of  December,  A.  D.  1872,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  except  to  preser\e 
the  peace,  and  to  prevent  no  person  from  having  access  to  eitherof  the  hallsof  said  honses 
who  is  certified  by  George  E.  Bovee  as  being  a  member-elect  of  the  same. 

"And  that  writs  of  injunction  also  issue,  directed  to  the  siiid  E.  Booth,  A.  Voorhie«, 
A.  J.  Lewis,  B.  F.  Jonas,  T.  B.  Stamps,  D.  S.  Cage,  R.  C.  White,  T.  C.  Anderson,  J.  M. 
Thompson,  E.  S.  Weber,  A.  S.  Herron,  Robert  Woviall,  O.  H.  Brewster,  E.  M.  Graham, 
J.  W.  McDonald,  A.  H.  Leonard,  C.  J.  C.  Puckett,  James  G.  White,  J.  F.  Kelly,  enjoin- 
ing and  restraining  them  and  each  of  them  from  participating  in  any  manner  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  senate  to  l)e  convened  on  the  9th  day  of  DccimlKr,  A.  D.  1872,  or  at 
any  time  thereafter,  or  from  doing  any  act  or  thing  toward,  in,  or  about  the  organization 
of  said  senate,  either  by  casting  a  vote  or  otherwise,  unless  his  name  shall  be  and  appear 
on  the  list  of  names  of  members  of  said  senate  transmitted  to  the  sccretrry  of  the  same 
by  George  E.  Bovee,  secretary  of  state,  as  having  been  elected  thereto. 

"And  that  a  writ  of  injunction  also  issue  to  the  said  J.  J .  Mellon  and  James  Tiniony, 
J.  A.  Shakespeare,  J.  A.  Rice,  J.  J.  Finney,  E.  H.  McCaleb,  Charles  Montaldo,W.  B.  Bar- 
rett, W.  L.  Stanford,  T.  B.  Blanchard,  jr.,  F.  C.  Zacharie,  F.  Fu«illier,  V.  O.  King,  A. 
Garidel,  L.  S.  Roderiguez,  John  Barrow,  John  Delaney,  William  Stevens,  W.  C.  Kinsella, 
C.  Kummell,  J.  B.  Eustis,  J.  McConnell,  A.  J.  Dumont,  E.  L.  Bowera,  E.  Riviere,  P.  I^n- 
dry,  C.  N.  Lewis,  E.  B.  Cox,  Numa  Vives,  T.  J.  Edwaids.  W.  K.  Johnston,  T.  L.  MilLs,  T. 
Bynum,  J.  S.  Gardere,  J.  L.  T»bdelI,W.  S.  Cockemam,  W.  H.  Scanlan,  L.  1*.  Sandidge,  J. 
C.  Moncure,  George  L.  Smith,  J.  Sella  Martin,  W.  H.  Kirkmun,  Thomas  J.  Humble,  Panl 
Jones,  (leorge  C.  Bonham,  Cain  Sartain,  Allen  J.  Davis,  W.  F.  Moreland,  Thomas  Price, 
David  Young,  George  Washington,  J.  P.  Elam,  A.  F.  Stephenson,  John  Goir,  James  I^ws, 
James  W.  Armstead,  F.  W.  Norris,  J.  H.  Hadnot,  L.  .\.  Sr.acr,  J.  K.  Cavannnn^jh.  E.  A. 
Hubin,  William  Kern,  C.  W.  Lowell,  J.  D.  Trahau,  John  S.  15illini,  O.  Harang.T.  G,  Da- 
vidson,  James  R.  McDowell,  C.  C.  Davenport,  E.  T-..  Pier>on,  W.  A.  Ponder,  W.  F.  Soutli> 
ard,  D.  Hill,  H.  Mahoney,  J.  P.  Harris,  L.  B.  Claiborne,  L.  Texada,  John  J.  Swan,  J.  G. 
P.  Hooe,  E.  W.  Dewees,  U.  F.  Vic.kers,  J.  F.  Smith,  R.  V.  Ducros,  M.  Halin,  D.  K.  Gor- 
man, Henry  Demas,  Benjamin  R.  Gantt,  J.  F.  Little,  E.  1).  lilstilettc,  L.  1).  Piei^oott,  V. 
Bochon,  L.  A.  Martinet,  James  Costello.  M.  J.  Foster,  J.  G.  Tale,  J.  R.  Stewart,  J.  8. 
Mathews,  J.  J.  Booles,  P.  Fontelin,  J.  R.  Smart,  A.  C.  Bickhpm,  J.  P.  SclmUz,  William 
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a.  »Strong,  enjoining  and  restraining  llieni  and  eacli  of  tliom  from  participatiuj];  in  an^^ 
manner  in  the  orj^pinization  oltlic  house  of  representatives,  to  he  convened  ontbcOth  day 
of  December,  A.  JJ.  1872,  or  at  anytime  thereafter,  or  from  doing  any  actor  thing  toward, 
in,  or  ahout  the  organization  of  the  same,  either  by  casting  a  vote  or  otherwise,  unless 
his  name  shall  be  and  appear  on  the  list  of  names  of  members  of  said  house  transmitted 
to  the  clerk  of  tlie  same  hy  George  E.  Bovee,  secretary  of  state,  as  having  been  elected 
to  the  same. 

"And  that  a  writ  of  injunction  may,  also  issue,  directed  to  Charles  H.  Merritt,  secre- 
tary of  the  senate  of  the  last  general  assembly,  enjoining  and  restraining  him  from 
placing,  causing,  or  sutlering  to  be  placed  upon  the  roll  of  the  senate  to  be  convened  oii 
the  9th  December,  A.  D.  1872,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  or  from  placing,  causing,  or  suf- 
fering to  be  placed  upon  any  list  of  members  elect  to  said  last  mentioned  senate,  or  from 
announcing,  causing,  or  suffering  to  be  announced,  as  a  member  elected  to  said  last  men- 
tioned senate,  or  from  recognizing,  or  causing  or  suffering  to  be  recognized,  as  a  member 
elected  to  said  last  mentioned  senate,  or  from  in  any  manner  designating,  or  causing,  or 
suffering  to  be  designated,  as  a  member  to  the  said  last  mentioned  senate,  jjrior  or  during 
the  organization  thereof,  any  person  whose  name  shall  not  be  transmitted  to  him  by  George 
E.  Bovee,  the  secretary  of  state,  upon  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons  as  have  been 
elected  to  the  said  last  mentioned  senate,  and  from  in  any  manner  acting  upon  any  other 
list  except  the  one  so  transmitted  by  the  said  George  E.  Bovee,  in  the  organization  of 
the  last  mentioned  senate,  and  to  disregard  in  said  organization  all  other  lists. 

**  And  that  a  writ  of  injunction  may  also  issue  directed  to  William  Vigers,  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  last  general  assembly,  enjoining  and  restraining  him  from 
placing,  causing  or  suffering  to  be  placed,  upon  the  roll  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to  lie 
convened  on  the  9th  of  December,  A.  D.  1872,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  or  from  placing, 
causing  or  suffering  to  be  placed,  upon  any  list  of  members  elected  to  said  last  men- 
tioned Jiouse,  or  from  announcing,  causing  or  suffering  to  be  announced,  as  a  member 
elected  to  said  last  mentioned  house  of  representatives,  or  from  recognizing,  or  causing 
or  suffering  to  be  recognized,  as  a  member  elected  to  said  last  mentioned  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, or  from  in  any  manner  designating,  or  causing  or  suffering  to  be  designated, 
as  a  member  to  the  said  last  mentioned  house,  prior  or  during  the  organization  thereof, 
any  person  whose  name  shall  not  be  transmitted  to  him  by  George  E.  Bovee,  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  upon  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons  as  have  been  elected  to  the  said 
last  mentioned  house  of  representatives,  and  from  in  any  manner  acting  upon  any  other 
list  except  the  one  so  transmitted  by  the  said  George  E.  Bovee  in  the  organization  of  the 
last  mentioned  house  of  representatives,  and  to  disregard  in  said  organization  all  other 
lists. 

"And  that  a  writ  of  Injunction  also  issue  directed  to  said  George  E.  Bovee,  enjoining 
and  restraining  him  from  receiving  any  return  or  returns  of  the  election  of  any  State  offi- 
cers or  of  the  members  of  either  branch  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
exceptitig  such  returns  as  may  be  received  by  or  filed  in  the  ofl&ce  of  him  as  secretary  of 
state  from  the  board  of  returning  officers,  and  a  majority  of  the  same,  composed  of  Henry 
C.  Warmoth,  James  Longstreet,  and  Jacob  Hawkins,  and  John  Lynch,  and  himself,  and 
from  delivering,  causing,  or  suffering  to  be  delivered  to  any  speaker  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives any  return  except  received  and  filed  as  above  stated  of  any  election  what- 
ever, or  from  making,  or  causing  or  suffering  to  be  made,  any  list  of  names  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  either  branch  of  the  general  assembly,  except  from  and  according  to  returns 
so  received  or  filed,  as  above  stated. 

"That  a  writ  of  injunction  also  issue  directed  to  the  said  Jack  Wharton  and  Samuel 
Armstead,  and  each  of  them,  enjoining  and  restraining  them  and  each  of  them  from  re- 
ceiving any  returns  of  the  elections  held  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November  last  past,  for  members  of  the  general  assembly,  or  from  transmitting  to  Will- 
iam Vigers,  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  or  to  Charles  H.  Merritt,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  senate  of  the  last  general  assembly,  or  to  any  other  person,  any  list  of  names 
which  is  or  purports  to  be  a  list  of  names  of  such  persons  as,  or  the  name  of  any  persoji 
who,  according  to  any  returns,  shall  have  been,  or  shall  be  slated,  or  claimed,  or  assumed 
to  have  been,  elected  to  either  branch  of  the  general  assembly  called  to  convene  on  the 
9th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1872,  or  that  may  be  called  to  convene  at  any  future  time, 
and  from  making  any  statement  or  doing  anything  calculated  or  designed  to  furnish  a 
basis  for  the  organization  of  either  of  said  branches  of  the  said  general  assembly,  or  from 
delivering  or  interfering,  conniving  at,  or  aiding,  or  suffering  any  other  person  to  deliver 
to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  or  any  other  person,  any  returns  of  any 
election  whatever. 

"  And  that  writs  of  injunction  may  also  issue  directed  to  the  said  Thomas  Isabelle,  P. 
S.  Wiltz,  J.  S.  Taylor,  J.  E.  Austin,  and  G.  de  Feriet;  also  issue  against  the  said  H.  C. 
Warmoth,  Jack  Wharton,  Frank  H.  Hatch,  and  Durant  Da  Ponte,  commanding  them 
and  each  of  them  to  refrain  and  desist  from  pretending  to  act  together  as  a  Iward  of  re- 
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tuniinjroiricors  or  its  rcturnin;^  ofiieers  of  elections,  from  catJViissinjjor  attemptiu'^  (/>  (an 
VJI.SS  or  eousider  any  certificate,  document,  alfidavit,  return,  statement  of  votes,  or  an> 
jKiper  whatsoever  properly  relating  to  said  election,  and  from  attempting  to  make  a 
canvass,  declare,  or  publish  any  pretended  deduction,  calculation,  statement^  or  proclama- 
tion based  thereon,  or  pretended  to  be  derived  therefrom,  in  any  way  renting  or  i>ertain- 
ing  to  said  election,  held  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1872,  or  certifying  to  any  candidate 
for  office  at  said  election,  any  certificate  of  election,  or  any  statement  of  the  result  of  s:iid 
election  tending  to  show  any  right  to  office  in  any  person  growing  out  of  ballots  (rast  'it 
said  election,  and  from  meddling  with,  altering,  suppressing,  falsiiyiug,  obliterating,  or 
destroying  any  document,  paper,  voucher,  proof,  statement  of  votes,  or  certiliciitcs  relat- 
ing to  sjiid  election. 

''I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  complainant's 
prayer  for  injunction  in  his  bill  of  complaint  in  the  cause  of  Caesar  C  Antoine  »>.  Henry 
C.  Warmoth  <i  al..  No.  0851  of  the  docket  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Louisiana,  referred  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  subjoined  restraining- order. 

*'[sEAh.]  F.  A.  WOOLFLEY,  Ctcrk. 

January  3,  1873." 


t( 


(( 


United  States  of  America,  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  fifth  circuit  and  district 

of  Louisiana. 

•*Clerk'.s  Office. 

**I,  Francis  A.  Woolfley,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  liAh 
circuit  and  district  of  I^ouisiana,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  pages  oontuin  Jihd 
form  a  full,  complete,  true,  and  perfect  transcript  of  the  record  and  proceedings  had,  ex- 
cept entries  from  minutes  of  continuances,  &c.,  in  the  case  of  C.  C.  Antoine  rs.  H.  C. 
Warmoth  et  al.,  No.  G851  of  the  docket,  so  far  as  the  same  now  remains  of  record  or  on 
file  in  said  court. 

*' Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  this  3d  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1873. 

[seal.]  F.  a.  woolfley,  C/«tA-." 


(( 


Here  was  a  restraining  order,  having  the  force  of  an  injunction,  issued  for  no  pnrpase 
under  heaven  except  to  control  the  organization  of  the  legislature  and  compel  the  seat- 
ing of  those  members  who  had  been  returned  and  certified  to  by  the  Lynch  boanl,  and 
exclude  those  who  had  l)een  certified  by  the  De  Feriet  l)oard. 

When  we  consider  that  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  this  proceeding  was  instituted 
by  express  words  excludes  members  of  the  State  legislature  from  the  right  to  maintain 
any  proceedings  in  a  Federal  court  to  obtain  their  seats,  even  when  they  have  l>een  de- 
feated and  deprived  of  their  rights,  because  citizens  have  been  denied  the  right  to  vot<»  on 
account  of  race,  color,  orprevious  condition  of  servitude;  and  that  the  Stattvhouse  was  held 
by  Federal  troops  under  the  unlawful  and  void  order  of  Judge  Durell,  hereinbefore  set 
forth,  which  order  commanded  the  marshal  to  prevent  "all  unlawful  assemblage  therein 
under  the  guise  or  pretext  of  authority  claimed  by  virtue  of  pretended  canvass  and  re- 
turns made  by  said  De  PVriet  board,"  we  can  comprehend  the  full  force  and  effect  of  the 
additional  restraining  order  in  the  Antoine  case. 

It  was  claimed  that  section  15  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  28,  1871, 
which  provides  "  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  cases  in  law  or  equity  arising  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the  act 
herebv  amended,"  had  the  effect  to  repeal  the  exception  in  regard  to  *' members  of  a 
State 'legislature"  in  section  23  of  the  act  of  May  31,  1870. 

But  we  think  this  proposition  cannot  be  maintained.  The  case  of  a  mcml)er  of  a  State 
legislature  claiming  his  seat  was  not  a  caee  arising  under  the  former  act,  because  it  was 
expressly  excluded  by  that  act.  It  was  not  a  case  arising  under  the  latter  act,  because 
there  is  no  provision  of  that  act  applicable  to  such  a  case,  or  recognizing  any  purpose  of 
Congress  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  circuit  courts  to  the  cases  excepted  in  the  twenty- 
third  section  of  the  original  act.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  the  fifleenth  section 
of  the  latter  act  extended  the  juris<liction  of  the  circuit  court  over  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  a  State  legislature,  it  did  so  as  to  members  of  Congress,  which  would  be  clearly 
unconstitutional,  because  the  Constitution  makes  each  House  of  Congress  the  exclusive 
judge  of  the  election,  returns,  and  (jualification  of  its  own  members.  The  constitution 
of  every  State  of  the  Union  contains  similar  provisions  in  regard  to  the  houses  of  the 
legislature  of  the  State.  The  intention  of  Congress  to  pass  a  law  in  violation  of  the  ex- 
press provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  cannot  be  maintained  unlessthat 
intention  be  expressed  im  words  so  plain  as  to  admit  of  no  other  construction.  There  is 
no  provision  of  the  latter  act  compelling  or  justifying  such  a  <^»nstcuction.  On  the  con- 
trary, remedies  are  given  by  the  latter  act  which  fully  explain  the  purpose  of  that  por- 
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tiou  of  section  15  above  quoted,  without  holding  it  to  be  a  repeal  of  tlie  exceptions  in 
section  23  of  the  former  act. 

And  if  a  member  of  a  State  legislature  cannot  maintain  a  suit  in  the  Federal  courts  to 
secure  his  right  to  sit  in  the  legislature,  it  can  require  no  argument  to  show  that  the 
lieutenant-govepior  cannot  maintain  a  suit  in  the  Federal  courts  on  behalf  of  a  hundred 
such  members. 

Indeed,  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  that  this  bill  was  filed,  and  the  restraining  order 
thereon  was  issued,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  accomplishing,  what  no  Federal  court  has  the 
jurisdiction  to  do,  the  organization  of  a  State  legislature. 

And  your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their  astonishment  that  any  judge 
of  the  United  States  should  thus  unwarrantably  have  interfered  with  a  State  govern- 
ment, and  know  no  language  too  strong  to  express  their  condemnation  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  but  for  the  unjustifiable  interference  of  Judge 
Durell,  whose  orders  were  executed  by  United  States  troops,  the  canvass  made  by  the 
De  Feriet  board,  and  promulgated  by  the  governor,  declaring  McEnery  to  have  been 
elected  governor,  &c.,  and  also  declaring  who  had  been  elected  to  the  legislature,  would 
have  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  people,  and  that  government  would  have  entered  quietly 
upon  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State.  But  the  proceedings  of  Judge 
Durell,  and  the  support  given  to  him  by  United  States  troops,  resulted  in  establishing 
the  authority  de  facto  of  Kellogg  and  his  associates  in  State  offices,  and  of  the  persons 
declared  by  the  Lynch  board  to  be  elected  to  the  legislature.  We  have  already  seen  that 
the  proceedings  of  that  board  cannot  besustaiiied  without  disregarding  all  the  principles 
of  law  applicable  to  the  subject,  and  ignoring  the  distinction  between  good  faith  and  I'raud. 

Your  committee  are,  therefore,  led  to  the  conclusit>n  that  if  the  election  held  in  No- 
vember, 1872,  be  not  absolutely  void  for  frauds  committed  therein,  McEnery  and  his 
associates  in  State  offices,  and  the  persons  certified  as  members  of  the  legislature  by  the 
De  Feriet  board,  ought  to  be  recognized  as  the  legal  government  of  the  State.  Consid- 
ering all  the  facts  established  before  your  committee,  there  seems  no  escape  from  the 
alternative  that  the  McEnery  government  must  be  recognized  by  Congress,  or  Congress 
must  provide  for  a  re-election.     And  this  brings  us  to  consider — 

1.  Whether  the  election  of  November  last  is  void  for  fraud;  and 

2.  If  void,  has  Congress  the  authority  to  order  a  re-election  f 

First.  A  carefal  consideration  of  the  testimony  convinces  us  that,  had  the  election  of 
November  last  been  fairly  conducted  and  returned,  Kellogg  and  his  associates,  and  a 
legislature  composed  of  the  same  political  party,  would  have  been  elected.  The  colored 
population  of  that  State  outnumbers  the  white,  and  in  the  last  election  the  colored  voters 
were  almost  unanimous  in  their  support  of  the  Republican  ticket.  Governor  Warmoth, 
who  was  elected  by  the  Republicans  of  the  State  in  1868,  had  pas^d  into  opposition,  and 
held  in  his  hands  the  entire  machinery  of  the  election.  He  appointed  the  supervisors  of 
registration,  and  they  appointed  the  commissioners  of  election.  The  testimony  shows  a 
systematic  purpose  on  the  part  of  those  conducting  the  election  to  throw  every  possible 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  colored  voters  in  the  matter  of  registjation.  The  polling 
places  are  not  fixed  by  law,  and  at  the  last  election  they  were  purposely  established  by 
those  conducting  the  election  at  places  inconvenient  of  access,  in  those  parishes  which 
were  known  to  be  largely  Republican;  so  that,  in  some  instances,  voters  had  to  travel 
over  twenty  miles  to  reach  the  polls.  The  election  was  generally  conducted  in  quiet, 
and  was,  perhaps,  unusually  free  from  disturbance  or  riot.  Governor  Warmoth,  who  was 
the  master  spirit  in  the  whole  proceeding,  seems  to  have  relied  upon  craft  rather  than 
violence  to  carry  the  State  for  McEnery.  In  the  canvass  of  votes  which  determined  the 
McEnery  government  to  be  elected  the  votes  of  several  Republican  parishes  were  rejected. 

The  testimony  shows  that  leading  and  sagacious  politicians  of  the  State,  who  were 
acting  with  Warmoth,  entertained  the  opinion  before  the  election  that  Warmoth's  con- 
trol of  the  election  machinery  was  equivalent  to  20,000  votes;  and  we  are  satisfied  by  the 
testimony  that  this  opinion  was  well  founded.  We  believe  that  had  registration  been 
accesvsible  to  all,  and  polling  places  been  properly  established,  the  result  of  the  election 
would  have  been  entirely  different.  And  although  we  cannot  approve  of  such  a  canvass 
as  that  made  by  the  Lynch  board,  who  seem  to  have  acted  upon  the  principle  of 
'•  fighting  the  devil  with  fire,"  and  circumventing  fraud  by  fraud,  and  cannot  say  that 
Kellogg's  government  was  elected,  nevertheless  we  believe  that  Kellogg's  government 
was  defeated,  and  the  popular  voice  reversed,  by  the  fraudulent  manipulation  of  the 
election. 

If  the  Senate  should  be  inclined  not  to  go  behind  the  official  returns  of  the  election, 
then  the  McEnery  government  and  legislature  must  be  recognized  as  the  lawful  govern- 
ment of  the  State,  and  McMillen,  if  regularly  elected  by  that  legislature,  should  be  seated 
in  the  Senate  in  plac<j  of  Kellogg.  But  your  committee  believe  that  this  would  be  recog- 
nizing a  government  based  upon  fhiud,  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  and  intention  of  the 
voters  of  that  State. 
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Second.  If  the  Sciiiitt'  sliall  concur  with  us  in  llie  opinion  that  the  frauds  committnl 
in  the  election  are  sufficient  to  annul  it,  then  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Senate  to  cuu- 
sider  whether  Congress  has  the  power  to  order  a  re-election. 

This  is  one  of  the  nio^t  important  and  delicate  questions  that  can  arise  under  the  Con- 
stitution  of  the  United  States.     The  Constitution,  article  4,  section  4,  provides: 

"The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of 
government, ' '  &c. 

This  provision  of  the  Constitution  requires  that  the  United  States  shall  gnarantee  to 
every  State  two  things:  First,  a  government;  and  second,  a  government  which  is  repub- 
lican in  form. 

What  is  meant  by  the  term  "government'*  in  this  part  of  the  Constitution?  That 
man  or  body  of  men,  in  any  community,  who  exercise  sovereign  power  constitute  the 
government  of  that  community;  and  the  best  definition  of  a  republican  government  ever 
given  in  the  English  tongue  is  that  given  by  President  Lincoln:  "A  government  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people."     A  standard  author  thus  defines  sovereignty: 

"  In  every  society,  not  being  in  a  state  of  nature  or  a  state  of  anarchy,  some  person  or 
persons  must  possess  the  supreme  or  sovereign  power. 

"The  marks  by  which  the  possession  of  the  sovereign  power  may  be  distinguished  are 
mainly  two,  the  one  positive  and  the  other  negative,  viz: 

"1.  A  habit  of  obedience  to  some  determinate  person  or  persons  by  the  community 
which  he  or  they  assume  to  govern. 

"2.  The  absence  of  a  habit  of  obedience,  on  the  part  of  the  same  person  or  persons,  to 
any  person  or  government. ' ' 

This  definition  i  urnishes  us  a  criterion  for  determining  whether  there  is  at  present  any 
government  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  And,  judging  the  condition  of  things  by  this 
rule,  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  the  State  has  any  government  whatever.  The  McEnery 
government,  so  called,  approaches  more  nearly  a  government  de  jure,  and  the  Kellogg 
government  a  government  de  facto. 

The  Kellogg  government  is  in  possession  of  the  State-house,  the  seal,  archives,  and 
records  of  the  State,  and  its  empty  tretisury.  There  are  two  bodies  of  men  in  ihat  btate, 
one  claiming  to  be  the  senate  and  the  other  the  house  of  representatives,  who  recognize 
Kellogg  £^nd  his  associates  as  the  officers  of  the  State.  Hut  there  is  not,  and  never  has 
been,  a  quorum  of  both  houses  who  have  any  pretense  of  having  been  elected  to  their 
seats.  This  pretended  legislature  is  daily  passing  laws,  and  Kellogg  is  approving  or 
vetoing  them.  This  is  the  legislature  which  pretended  to  elect  Ray  to  fill  the  unexpired 
lx)rtion  of  Kellogg's  term  in  the  Senate.  McEnery  and  his  associates  claim  to  be  the 
rightful  officers  of  the  State,  and  two  other  bodies  of  men  claim  to  be  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  of  the  State.  And  this  is  the  legislature  which  pretended  to 
elect  McMillen  to  fill  Kellogg's  unexpire<l  term  in  the  Senate. 

But  it  is  claimed  that  the  validity  of  the  Kellogg  government  has  been  established  by 
a  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  that  State,  and  that  this  question  is  therefore  pre- 
cluded. Before  proceeding  to  consider  the  case  relied  upon,  it  maybe  well  to  recall  some 
general  principles  applicable  to  this  subject. 

In  Luther  vs.  Borden,  7  Howard,  1,  the  Supreme  Court  had  occasion  to  examine  a  case 
growing  out  of  the  Dorr  rebellion  in  Rhode  Island.  The  action  was  a  trespass  for  cer- 
tain acts  done  by  the  defendant  under  authority  of  the  charter  government,  after  the 
declaration  of  martial  law  by  that  government.  The  plaiutifi*  set  forth  the  facts  consti- 
tuting the  injury  complained  of,  and  the  defendant  pleaded  the  existence  of  a  rebellion, 
the  declaration  of  martial  law,  and  that  the  acts  complained  of  were  done  under  orders  of 
a  military  superior  while  martial  law  was  in  force.  The  plaintiff  replied  that  the  act  de- 
claring martial  law  was  invalid,  because  the  government  which  adopted  it  was  not  the 
legal  government  of  Rhode  Island.  That  the  people  of  the  State  had  previously  adopted 
a  new  constitution,  under  which  the  legal  government  of  the  State  was  oiganizod,  and 
therefore  the  pretended  declaration  of  martial  law  was  the  act  of  a  defunct  government 
and  absolutely  void.  The  issue  thus  formed  raised  the  question:  Which  was  the  legal 
government  of  Rhode  Island  at  the  time  the  alleged  trespass  was  committed? 

After  stating  this  to  be  the  (juestion  presented  by  the  case,  the  court,  by  C.  J.  Taney, 
say: 

"  Indeed,  we  do  not  see  how  the  question  could  be  tried  and  judicially  decided  in  the 
State  court.  Judicial  power  presupposes  an  established  goveniment  capable  of  enacting 
laws  and  enforcing  their  execution,  and  of  appointing  judges  to  expound  and  administer 
them.  The  acceptance  of  the  judicial  office  is  a  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  gov- 
ernment from  which  it  is  derived.  And  if  the  authority  of  that  government  is  as-^ailed 
and  overthrown,  the  power  of  its  courts  and  other  officers  is  annulled  with  it.  And  if  a 
State  court  should  enter  upon  the  inquiry  proposed  in  this  case,  and  it  should  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  government  under  which  it  acted  had  been  put  aside  and  dis- 
placed by  on  opposing  government,  it  wotild  cease  to  be  a  court,  and  be  incapable  of 
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Jirononncing  a  judicial  decision  upon  the  <|u6.stion  it  undertook  to  trj'.  If  it  decides  at 
ail  as  a  court,  it  necessarily  afiirnis  the  existence  and  authority  ol  the  government  under 
which  it  is  exercising  judicial  power." 

^luch  reliance  is  placed  upon  some  detached  expressions  in  this  opinion,  which,  unless 
considered  with  reference  to  the  facts,  might  seem  to  conflict  with  the  paragraph  above 
quoted. 

The  Dorr  government  only  pretended  to  exist  lor  about  one  year,  and  in  that  year  the 
acts  were  committed  of  which  the  plaintilT  complained.  In  1843  the  people  of  that  Stale 
adopted  a  constitution  under  which  t  he  government  of  the  State  was  organized,  which 
was  tiniversally  admitted  to  be  the  legitimate  government,  supplanting  all  former  gov- 
ernment of  the  State;  and  after  the  new  government  was  esUiblished,  a  government  which 
was  alto;j:ether  free  from  question,  Dorr  was  brought  to  trial  for  acts  done  by  him^ — not 
under  the  government  of  the  State  existing  when  the  indictment  was  found,  but  during 
the  year  when  the  question  of  legitimacy  was  in  dispute  between  the  Dorr  government 
and  the  charter  government.  In  this  cause,  under  the  new  and  unquestioned  govern- 
ment, Dorr,  in  his  defense,  set  up,  as  a  fact,  that  the  Dorr  government  was  the  real  gov- 
ernment, when,  &c.,  and  that  he  did  the  things  charged  to  be  treason  in  the  capacity  of 
governor,  as  he  lawfully  might. 

The  court,  that  is,  the  court  of  the  new  government,  under  the  constitution  of  1843, 
decided  that  the  Dorr  government,  so  called,  Avas  a  fraud,  and  not  a  government.  And 
it  was  of  the  decisions  of  this  court  that  Chief- Justice  Taney  was  speaking  when  he  em- 
ployed the  language  now  relied  upon  to  show  that  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana,  by 
recognizing  one  of  the  rival  go\pmraents,  now  contending  for  supremacy  in  that  State, 
can  settle  the  question  so  as  to  preclude  the  United  States  from  entering  upon  that  field 
of  inquiry. 

The  Chief-Justice,  to  guai*d  against  the  use  of  his  language  now  sought  to  be  made, 
says:  -     - 

**  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  when  we  are  referring  to  the  authority  of  the  State 
decisions,  that  the  trial  of  Thomas  W.  Dorr  took  place  after  the  constitution  of  1843  went 
into  operation.  The  judges  who  decided  that  case  held  their  authority  under  that  con- 
stitution,'* &c. 

Bearing  these  principles  in  mind,  we  come  to  consider  the  case  decided  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Louisiana,  which  is  The  State  ex  rel.  P.  H.  Morgan  vs.  J.  H.  Kennard.  Your 
committee  know  nothing  of  this  case  except  from  the  opinions  delivered  by  the  judges 
therein,  the  record  not  being  belbre  us. 

In  November,  1872,  Judge  Howe,  of  the  supreme  court,  resigned,  and  Governor  War- 
moth  commissioned  J.  H.  Kennard  to  fill  the  vacancy.  After  the  Kellogg  legislature  was 
organized  under  Judge  DurelPs  injunctions,  enforced  by  United  States  troops,  the  house 
of  representatives  of  that  legislature  pretended  to  impeach  and  suspend  Governor  War- 
moth,  whereuiwn  Pinchback,  who  had  been  elected  president  of  the  senate  in  place  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  Dunn,  deceased,  which  under  the  constitution  madehim  lieutenant- 
governor,  proclaimed  himself  acting  governor  in  place  of  Warmoth,  impeached  and  sus- 
I)ended.  Pinchback  afterward  nominated  Morgan,  who  was  confirmed  by  the  senate,  to 
till  the  same  vacancy. 

On  the  15th  of  January.  1873,  the  Kellogg  legislature  passed  an  act  entitled  ''An  act 
to  regulate  proceedings  in  contestation  between  persons  claiming  a  judicial  office."  This 
act  provides  that,  if  the  incumbent  shall  refuse  to  vacate  the  office,  the  person  "so com- 
missioned shall  have  the  right  to  proceed  by  rule.  *  *  *  Such  rule  shall  be  taken 
contradictorily  with  such  incumbent,  and  shall  be  made  returnable  within  twenty-four 
hour?,  and  shall  be  tried  immediately,  without  jury,  and  by  preference  over  all  other 
matters  or  causes  depending  in  such  court,  and  the  judgment  thereon  shall  be  signed 
the  same  day  of  rendition. 

**  That  either  party  to  such  rule  may  take  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  thereon,  but 
such  an  appeal  shall  be  applied  for  within  one  legal  day  from  the  rendition  of  the 
judgment  on  such  rule,  and  shall  be  made  returnable  to  the  supreme  court  within  two 
days.    ^ 

"The  appeal  shall  be  taken  up  in  the  supreme  court  by  preference  over  all  other  ca.ses, 
immediately  on  the  application  of  either  party,  and  the  judgment  thereon  shall  become 
final  after  the  expiration  of  one  legal  day,  whether  judicial  or  not." 

Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  this  law,  it  cannot  be  said  that  it  was  intended  to  delay 
the  administration  of  justice.  A  decision  rendered  at  11.55  Saturday  night,  as  itrmight 
be,  would  have  to  be  appealed  from  within  five  minutesafter  its  rendition,  or  the  right  of 
appeal  would  be  gone  lorever. 

But  your  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  this  report,  will  concede  the  constitutionality 
and  validity  of  this  act. 

This  act  was  approved  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1873,  and  on  the  next  day  the 
plaintiff  in  some  subordinate  court  filed  the  following  motion  or  rule: 

"  Ou  motion  of  A.  P.  Field,  attorney-general  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  herein  appear- 
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ing  upon  the  relation  of  Philip  Hickey  Morgan,  u  resident  of  the  parish  of  Orleans  and 
upon  suggesting  and  gi\iug  the  court  to  understand,  and  \ye  informed  «i8  follows,  to  wit: 

*'That  said  1*.  II.  Morgan  was  nominated  by  the  acting;  governor  of  the  State  to  the 
senate  thereof,  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana; 
that  his  said  nomination  was  confirmed;  that  he  was  commissioneil  thereto  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1873;  that  he  has  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  required  by  law;  that  he  is 
entitled  and  empowered  to  execute  and  till  the  duties  of  said  office  according  to  law, 
and  to  have  and  to  hold  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  eiuolunienLs 
thereof; 

*'And  on  further  suggesting  that  John  H.  Kennard,  also  a  resident  of  said  parish,  un- 
lawfully holds  said  office  and  executes  the  duties  thereof,  and  claims  the  right  to  the  said 
office,  and  to  the  powers,  privileges,  and  emoluments  thereof, 

"//  is  ordered,  That  said  John  H.  Kennard  show  cause,  on  Saturday,  January  18, 1H73, 
at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  why  it  should  not  l)e  forthwith  adjudged  and  decreed  that  he  is  unlaw- 
fully holding  and  exercising  the  duties  of  said  office  ot  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  said  P.  H.  Morgan  be  decreed  and  adjudged  entitled 
thereto." 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1873,  the  defendant  filed  the  following  exception,  to  wit: 

"And  now  comes  John  H.  Kennard,  and  excepts  that  there  has  been  no  citation 
issued  herein,  or  served  on  him  in  this  case,  and  prays  to  be  hence  dismissed  with 
costs." 

On  the  same  day  the  following  exception  and  answer  was  also  filed,  to  wit: 

"  Now  comes  John  H.  Kennard,  defendant  in  this  suit,  and  excepts  to  the  rule  herein 
taken  by  A.  P.  Field,  attorney -general,  on  the  relation  of  P.  H.  Morgan,  on  the  ground 
that  said  proceeding  by  rule,  in  manner  and  form  as  set  forth  in  said  rule,  is  not  author- 
ized bylaw;  and  further,  that  the  act  of  the  15th  January,  1873,entitletl  *An  act  to  regulate 
proceedings  in  contestations  l)etwe€n  persons  claiming  a  judicial  office,*  as  to  its  first  sec- 
tion is  unconstitutional  and  void,  not  being  in  conformity  to  the  title  of  said  act;  and 
further  that  said  act  is  prospective,  and  does  not  apply  to  pending  litigation.  And  fur- 
ther, that  said  act  in  relation  to  sections  2  and  3  is  unconstitutional,  as  it  authorizes 
proceedings  which  amount  to  a  denial  of  justice.  And  further,  that  if  said  act  is  to  Iks 
construed  as  applicable  to  suits  instituted  prior  to  its  passage,  it  is  retroactive  and  void, 
because  in  violation  of  article  110  of  the  constitution.  In  case  these  exceptions  be  over- 
ruled, and  not  otherwise,  for  answer  to  said  rule  this  respondent  avers  tliat  he  was  duly 
appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  State  to  the  office  of  associate  j  ustice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the  3d  day  of  December,  1872,  vice  W.  W.  Howe, 
resigned  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  and  that  on  the  same  day  he  was  dulyqualifie<l 
and  took  possession  of  said  office,  having  complied  with  all  legal  requirements,  and  his 
term  of  office  has  not  yet  expired." 

On  the  same  day  (Saturday,  January  18.  1873),  these  exceptions  were  overruled  by 
the  court,  and  the  case  was  continued  for  trial  till  Monday,  the  20th  January,  1873,  on 
which  day  the  defendant  filed  the  following  supplemental  answer,  to  wit: 

"Now  comes  in  J.  H.  Kennard,  and  for  further  answer  pniys  for  a  triid  by  jury,  and 
pleads  that  the  said  act  of  the  legislature  under  which  the  relator,  P.  H.  Morgan,  claims 
to  proceed  is  null  and  void,  as  violative  of  section  1,  article  14,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  forbids  any  State  from  making  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  its  citizens,  and  prohibits  any  State  from  depriving  any 
person  of  life,  liberty,  or  property  without  due  process  of  law,  or  to  deny  to  any  person, 
within  its  jurisdiction,  the  legal  protection  of  its  laws;  and  if  said  act  is  void,  this  court 
has  no  jurisdiction  to  proceed  by  rule  in  the  manner  and  form  as  set  forth  jn  said  rule." 

On  the  same  day  the  prayer  for  trial  by  jury  was  refused,  the  case  was  tried,  and  judg- 
ment entered  for  the  plaintiff.     The  defendant  immediately  took  an  appeal. 

The  only  question  to  be  settled  by  this  suit  was  whether  Morgan,  the  relator,  or  Ken- 
nard, the  defendant,  was  entitled  to  hold  the  office  of  associate  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  in  place  of  Howe,  resigned ;  and  the  idea  that  in  disposing  of  this  single  question 
the  court  had  any  authority  or  jurisdiction  to  determine  as  between  Warmoth  and  Pinch- 
back,  neither  of  whom  was  a  party  to  the  cause,  which  of  them  was  entitled  to  exercise 
the  office  of  governor,  and  between  two  or  three  hundred  persons,  the  Kellogg  legisla- 
ture, and  as  many  more,  the  McEnery  legislature,  not  one  of  whom  was  a  party  to  the 
suit,  which  of  the  rival  l)odies  was  authorized  to  exercise  the  legislative  power  of  that 
State,  is  too  prejwsterous  a  proposition  to  require  serious  refutation. 

The  utmost  that  can  be  cjpimed  for  this  decision  is  that  the  court  recognizes  the  Kel- 
logg government  as  a  government  de  facto,  which  may  be  conceded  without  touching  the 
question  whether  it  has  been  established  by  a  regular  election  or  set  up  and  established 
by  the  usurpation  of  the  individuals  composing  it,  sustained  by  the  military  forces  of 
the  United  States. 

The  question  we  aie  considering  is  not  a  judicial  question  and  no  judicial  court  can 
determine  it.    The  question  is  political  in  its  character,  and,  so  far  as  the  United  States 
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have  to  deal  with  it,  must  be  determined  by  the  political  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment. We  must  therefore  investigate  the  facts,  and  no  decision  of  any  branch  of  a  pre- 
tended State  government  can  estop  us  in  this  inquiry. 

The  people  of  the  State  are  about  equally  divided  in  sentiment  in  regard  to  these  two 
pretended  governments.  The  people  of  New  Orleans,  which  is  the  seat  of  government, 
support  the  McEnery  government,  two  to  one;  and  it  is  believed  that  if  Federal  support 
were  withdrawn  from  the  Kellogg  government  it  would  be  immediately  supplanted  by 
the  McEnery  government.  The  people  of  the  State,  as  a  body,  neither  support  nor  sub- 
mit to  either  government.  Neither  government  can  collect  taxes,  for  the  people  have 
no  assurance  that  payment  to  one  will  prevent  collection  by  the  other  government. 
Business  is  interrupted,  and  public  confidence  destroyed;  and  should  Congress  ad journ 
without  making  provision  for  the  case,  one  of  two  things  must  result:  Either  collision 
and  bloodshed  between  the  adherents  of  the  twa  governments,  or  the  President  must 
continue  the  support  of  Federal  authority* to  the  Kellogg  government.  The  alternative 
of  civil  war  or  the  maintenance  by  military  power  of  a  State  government  not  elected  is 
exceedingly  embarrassing;  and  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  l)est  solution  of  this 
diflSculty  is  for  Congress  to  order  a  re-election,  and  provide  for  holding  it  under  author- 
ity of  the  United  States;  to  the  end  that  a  government  may  be  elected  by  the  people,  to 
which  they  will  submit,  or  which,  in  case  of  disturbance,  the  United  States  can  honestly 
maintain. 

Your  committee  have  prepared  a  bill  which  they  believe  will  insure  an  honest  elec- 
tion, and  result  in  the  establishment  of  a  republican  form  of  government  in  that  State, 
and  your  committee  recommend  its  passage. 

*  We  are  aware  that  ordering  an  election  in  a  State  upon  the  ground  that  an  election 
which  has  been  held  is  void  for  fraud  is  an  exercise  of  power  which  ought  never  to  be 
undertaken  by  Congress  without  stem  necessity.  It  will  be  said  that  if  such  power  re- 
sides in  Congress  it  may  be  exercised  improperly.  This  is  true.  But  the  same  may  be 
said  of  every  power  conferred  upon  a  government.  The  people,  in  adopting  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  saw  fit  to  confer  upon  the  General  Government  authority  to 
guarantee  to  each  of  the  States  a  government  republi(5in  in  form.  This  undoubtedly 
confers  the  power  to  determine  whether  a  particular  State  has  a  government,  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  be  republican  in  form.  There  is  no  doubt  Congress  might  to-morrow,  as  a 
question  of  mere  power,  declare  that  the  government  of  Massachusetts  is  not  republican 
in  form,  and  set  up  in  its  place  a  government  which  it  might  determine  to  be  so.  This 
would,  of  course,  be  a  great  abuse  of  this  power.  When  a  judge  has  jurisdiction  to  de- 
cide a  cause,  he  has  as  much  power  to  decide  it  wrong  as  right;  and  an  erroneous  judg- 
ment is  as  valid  as  any  other,  until  vacated  or  reversed  by  competent  authority.  In 
exercising  this  power  Congress  should  act  with  great  caution  and  prudence.  The  clamor 
usually  raised  by  those  who  are  defeated  in  an  election  should  not,  and  would  not,  in- 
duce Congress  to  interfere.  Ordinarily,  even  a  government  elected  by  fraud,  but  going 
quietly  into  the  exercise  of  power,  and  submitted  to  by  the  people,  may  better  be  lelt 
to  fill  its  brief  "lerm  than  be  interfered  with  by  Congress.  But  when  the  frauds  commit- 
ted are  so  glaring  and  widespread  as  to  create  public  discontent  in  the  State,  and  the 
organization  of  two  rival  governments  threatening  civil  war,  and  it  is  manifest  that 
neither  government  has  been  fairly  elected,  this  power  of  the  National  Government  must 
be  regarded  as  wise  and  salutary.  It  cannot  be  maintained  that  its  prudent  exercise  vio- 
lates the  rights  of  the  States,  because  the  States,  for  their  own  protection  and  security, 
have  conferred  the  power  upon  the  National  Government;  and  this  Government  cannot 
refuse  or  neglect  to  exercise  it.  in  a  proper  case,  without  disregarding  the  obligation  which 
the  Constitution  has  devolved  upon  it.  We  think  the  melancholy  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana,  who  are  substantially  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  makes  it  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  act  in  the  premises. 

Therefore  your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Eesolvedj  That  there  is  no  State  government  at  present  existing  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

2.  Resolved,  That  neither  John  Ray  nor  W.  L.  McMillen  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  neither  having  been  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

And  your  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  herewith  reported. 

MATT.  H.  CARPENTER. 
JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 
J.  L.  ALCORN. 
H.  B.  ANTHONY. 

VIEWS  OF    ME.    TRUMBULL. 

The  undersigned,  unable  to  agree  to  the  recommendations  and  some  of  the  conclusions 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  asks  leave  to  present  the  following  views: 
He  agrees  with  the  nuyority  that  portions  of  the  Louisiana  election  law  are  in  conflict 
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with  rhe  r.ootltunion  ot  tlit;  .Sratri:  :lij,t  Wluirti>n  wau  dttfatrtn  jetrectrr  or  star-*.  an-L  -a 
*nch.  -  >■  '>f^'-ii>  x  m«*inJ>*r  of  th«  r»ttTLrn:n:r  Njard;  that  amier  the  statute  tfi»»  WaranHh- 
Wharon  ■'.oarrl  t-.w  rhe  Iraal  an«l  riithtial  biard  ti>  canvas  the  odi>.*iaI  T*±xjiTa»z  that  it 
was  illi?r«£all  J  r^rr.ii2»*fi  by  Unit*^!  .States  Disrriirt  Jntte  Durell  firom  mafciTig  aoeh  canyae^: 
that  hf  the  elrf^tum  Liw.kppniVtrfi  No'^nmbtrr  'ilX  IrT-^  all  previDiw  retitniirn^  boards  were 
ahroiwheii:  that  the  De  Feriet-Wiirz  hoonl  was*  aiithonz«»d  andrr  that  act  to  «.*t}inp2ete  th< 
i-nriT;!.***  which  iiari  hjtcftn  ^i*?^n  nmier  the  Wharton  N^rd;  that  said  De  Feriec  board  did 
mrr.jrt*  rhe  otSrial  rrtanL"*.  ami  the  re*TiIt  tfos  tidily  prn*!ia;nied  by  the  goTtmor  Deeeni- 
her  J:  that  Hetron  «^jH#:fl  ti>  he  the  '«etT»:tary  ot  *fate  when  Wharton  wa*  appi>mt«d  and 
took  po#»fte!»i»ion  oi"  rh»:omt?e:  that  the  Lym^h  retamin^  board  never  had  aatbority  to  ex- 
amine the  ofi< -iai  rf^tnnL>.  and  never  had  any  to  »*xamine:  that  neither  Kellogjg  nor  any 
ot'the  per-on«  rfttanitnl  as  rlei:trd  tt>>tjreoi!i«!es  hy:he  Lyn«*h  Tuxinl  were  elected  *L'«nrd- 
irisr  tft  The  ftffit\\skl  rpt^ira":  that  neither  the  P^nrfa^aL•fc  nor  the  Kellog:^  Stare  aovemmeni 
tf,xi\d  have  l"jeen  '^t  np.  cor  thi^  per^^ns  retarne<i  by  the  Lyufh  beard  a:«  elected  t«>  thr 
ie^i.-ilatore  have  a<«^^n^bled  ami  •^pzanized  a&  a  I»rtr.flaLnre.  bat  for  the  nnaathorued  an*! 
a^nrped  anrhorlty  rx#:r  •>«-»i  hy  Jml'^^  EMrell.  -apporred  by  United  State?  tnx>|)iK. 
•    On  the  f;on-.rar7.  that  bnt  i*./r  -m.h  illetctl  actl  im  warranto  I  Lnterttren»:e.  thi*  McEnery 
State  government  and  lr-;r--iatnre  w..inl«i  hive  been  f^aceftilly  inao^orated,  and  *^^f 
there  hia?*  ^ieen  no  def-i??ion  of  the  *nprenie  <.onrt  of  L*>iii>iana detriarinjc  the  Kellt^gj:  State 
jEDvemment  and   ieicirtlatof:  If-iai  in  any  case  lAer  which  said  coort  had  jnrii«dicti*>n  to 
make  -nrh  def:L*ion.     The  nndeiviirneil  ♦■annot,  however,  ajrree.  becan«*  a  United  Stat« 
difttr>:t  jndse.  ^npprirted  by  Unite*!  >tat»-:<  tnx>p»i.  has.  by  lb^a^pation.  can:<eil  a  sovemor 
and  a  le^iature  not  eleirted  by  the  pe«>ple  to  be  im^tailed  in  powtr  m  a  State,  that  sa^-h 
n.^Grpation  aarhorizer*  Con;rre«4  to  intr^r^t.ne  and  order  a  new  eleetioo  in  the  State  when 
there  u»  in  exi-^temre  in  .<-aijh  State  a  ;£ovenior.  other  State  oflScers,  and  members  of  the 
le;^*Iatnre  dnly  eler:tefl  by  the  people.     All   that  ir*  n*=c<aKiry  in  such  a  ta.-*  Ls  for  the 
Senate  to  ref^jgnize  the  legitimate  le^j*latnre  by  admitting  to  his  seat  in  the  Senate  the 
perViD  they  have  i-hrj^n  to  reprer»ent  the  State,  and  to  tbrbid  the  it^  of  United  States 
tror>pH  to  f:ArTj  into  effect  the  void  ord»:ri  of  a  n-nrpina  jadge.     The  whole  troable  in 
J>onUiana  ha.^  grown  ont  of  the  ille;;::^!  int*  n'crenix'  of  the  Unittd  States  aath«?rities.  ci\il 
and  military,  with  the  int»;m.d  atl^irn  of  the  State. 

According  to  the  otSfial  retom-s.  the  fo.sion  Stare  ticket,  headed  by  McEneiy  tor  gov- 
ernor. re<*ived  an  averdge  majority  of  aboat  1i».ij<ki  votes,  and  a  hu^  ntsjority  of  the 
persons  elefrted  to  the  legi^lainre  were  of  the  <>ame  party:  and  but  for  the  illegal  inter- 
ferenr-e  of  the  Ifnited  St;itr-<  anrhoritie>'.  a^  Is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  majority,  the 
MrKnerv  government  won  Id  havo  betrn  fieat^efnlly  inangn  rated. 

How  -killfnlly  th*^  plan  wa.-*  laid  to  overthrow  the  legitimate  State  g«>vcrnnient,  set 
a.iide  an  election,  and  inaugurate  the  I'in«:Ll<k:k  and  Kellogg  adminlstnition?  and  legiji- 
latnres,  an«l  how  uell  Juiige  Durell  wa'*  supported  in  all  tliese  re\oIntioikiryand  ille^Qil 
prrir;eeflings  by  other  United  .States  ofli«-ial>.  wilt  appear  by  reference  to  a  few  facts  di*- 
r-lrwerl  in  theevidoTK*.  Th»r  legi.'»latarehad  beencalkd  by  G«>vemor  Warrauth  toassem- 
ble  f>ecember  U;  iMrcem^teT  :i  the  following  tli:»patch  was  .sent  from  Washington: 

Depabtment  of  JlSTlctU  Ikt:t'mlter  3.  1**72. 
S.   R   l'ArK.\Kr>,  ¥J^{., 

f'nitffl  Sfnf'M  yfnr»haL  Sue  fhUnn*,  Louii*i*ti**f: 

Von  are  to  enforce-  the  decrees  and  mandate:^  of  thr  United  States  coart^.  no  matter  hv 
whom  refiL<ited,  and  General  Emory  will  fnmish  yon  ^ith  all  necesBar>'  troops  for  that 
pnrpoAe. 

GEO.  H.  WILUAMS. 

Attom^'U  enteral. 

This  fH.«»pot<h.  so  far  a*  the  evidence  shows,  was  not  responsive  to  any  call  for  troops: 
there  ha^l  lieen  no  resi.'^tanre  to  any  process  of  the  United  States  tonrts,  nor  does  it  appear 
that  any  wan  tlireatenefl.  \i.  H.  Jacks^m.  a  f-aptain  in  the  First  ArtillerT,  United  States 
Army,  tf'<«tifierl  that  he  went  to  New  <lrleaus  on  the  night  of  December  5  with  two  hat- 
teri'-ji  of  bi.s  regiuicnt  and  eighty-six  men. 

Th**  name  night.  December  5,  between  9  and  11  o'clock.  Judge  Durell,  at  his  private 
Uxlgingo.  i.HMued  hi.<  order,  which,  for  want  of  jurisdiction.  w;is  void,  and  entitled  to  no 
re^jicrt  from  anybrKly,  dircrcting  the  United  States  marshal  Ibrthwith  to  take  possession 
of  the  Srate-hou**^.  io  bold  the  siime  until  the  further  oidcr  of  the  court,  and  prevent  all 
unlawttil  a.-a-riiblagr  of  pcrs^jns  therein,  having  re  ferwace  to  the  persons  returned  as  elected 
to  th«:  legi-l.itiin-  a^ronliiiLi  to  the  otiirial  nlnrns.  Captain  Jackson  testifies  that  lie 
t<M>k  iK;*.-*-.-iofi  of  tii«'  SraN  -liou.-**  at  alnnit  '1  o'clock  on  xii-:  uioiuin^of  the  Gth.  with  in- 
.HtriM'tloi.s  to  :i»kc  aiid  bold  it  under  the  direction  of  the  Unil:,d  Stiites  nuirshal,  and  to 
net  ill  olrtrrliem"  to  hi.-.  orrl»T>.  He  further  te^tilied  thut  he  ams  not  ntatioutd  in  the 
S)tatC'hoaiie  to  prevent  rioUt,  bat  to  hold  the  boilding,  and  that  il  a  liut  biid  uouurred  in 
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front  of  the  buildiDs;  he  woald  not  have  interfered.  He  posted  twosoldiere  at  the  entrance 
door,  who  guarded  it  with  crossed  bayonets,  and  suffered  no  one  to  enter  the  building 
except  by  permission  of  the  United  States  marshal,  one  of  whose  deputies  was  at  all 
times  present.  These  troops  continued  to  occupy  the  State-house  for  more  "than  six 
weeks,  until  January  21,  and  it  is  manifest,  from  the  whole  testimony,  that  they  were  not 
there  to  preserve  the  peace,  but  to  carry  out  the  illegal  orders  of  Judge  Durell,  and  pre- 
vent the  legally  elected  members  of  the  legislature  from  assembling  and  organizing. 

Can  it  be  that  the  Attorney-General  sent  his  telegram,  and  that  Captain  Jackson  was 
ordered  to  New  Orleans  with  his  batteries,  in  anticipation  of  the  unauthorized  orders  of 
United  States  District  Judge  Durell  to  seize  the  State-house  and  prevent  the  legislature 
from  organizing  except  with  such  persons  as  he  should  declare  legally  elected;  or  that 
the  Attorney-General  supposed  it  theduty  of  the  Executive  to  support  with  the  military 
power  the  decrees  and  mandates  of  United  States  courts  issued  without  jurisdiction,  and 
consequently  void?  In  no  conceivable  case  could  a  United  States  court  or  judge  have 
jurisdiction  to  issue  orders  such  as  were  promulgated  by  Judge  Durell.  As  well  might 
a  United  States  district  judge  make  an  order  to  seize  the  Federal  Capitol  and  prevent  all 
membersof  Congress  from  entering  the  building  except  such  as  he  should  declare  elected. 
Would  the  President  direct  General  Emory  to  furnish  the  troops  to  execute  such  an 
order?  He  has  no  more  right  to  aid  the  execution  of  an  order"  of  court,  void  for  want  of 
jurisdiction,  than  the  judge  has  to  make  it.  It  is  his  duty  to  discriminate  between  the 
orders  of  courts  which  may  be  lawful  and  those  which  must  necessarily  he  void  for  want 
of  jurisdiction.  Had  the  troops  been  withdrawn  when  the  character  of  the  orders  they 
were  enforcing  was  made  known,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  Attorney-General  did  not 
intend  they  should  be  used  for  such  a  purpose;  but  they  held  possession  of  the  State- 
house  for  more  than  six  weeks. 

The  next  telegram  was  from  Casey,  United  States  collector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
as  follows: 

New  Orleans,  December  6, 1872. 
President  Grant: 

Marshal  Packard  took  possession  of  State-house  this  morning,  at  an  early  hour,  with 
military  posse,  in  obedience  to  a  mandate  of  circuit  court,  to  prevent  illegal  assemblage 
of  persons  under  guise  of  authority  of  Warmoth's  returning  board,  in  violation  of  in- 
junction of  circuit  court.  Decree  of  court  just  rendered  declares  Warmoth's  returning 
board  illegal,  and  orders  the  returns  of  the  election  to  be  forthwith  placed  before  the 
legal  board.  This  board  will  probably  soon  declare  the  result  of  the  election  of  officers 
of  State  and  legislature,  which  will  meet  in  State-house  with  protection  of  court.  The 
decree  was  sweeping  in  its  provisions,  and  if  enforced  will  save  the  Republican  majority 
and  give  Louisiana  Republican  legislature  and  State  government,  and  check  Warmoth 
in  his  usurpations.  Warmoth's  Democratic  supporters  are  becoming  disgusted  with  him, 
and  cbaiging  that  his  usurpations  are  ruining  their  cause. 

JAS.  F.  CASEY. 

What  a  spectacle  is  this,  to  see  a  State  legislature  set  up  and  made  Republican  by  the 
usurped  authority  of  a  United  States  district  judge. 
The  next  dispatches  are  as  follows: 

New  Orleans,  December  6,  1872. 
Attorney-General  Williams,  Wa»hington^  D.  C.  : 

Returning  board  provided  by  election  of  *70,  under  which  election  was  held,  and 
which  United  States  court  sustains,  promulgated  in  official  journal  this  morning  result 
of  election  of  legislature:  House  stands  77  Republicans,  32  Democratic;  senate  28  Repub- 
licans, 8  Democratic.  Board  counted  ballots  attached  to  affidavits  of  colored  persons 
wroDgfhlly  prevented  from  voting,  filed  with  chief  supen'isor. 

S.  B.  PACKARD, 
United  States  Marshal, 


[Telegnan.] 

New  Orleans,  December  9, 1872. 
Hon.  Geo.  H.  Williams, 

Aiiorney-Generaly  Washington^  D.  C: 

Returning  hoard  has  officially  promulgated  in  official  journal  tliis  morning  the  result 
of  the  elation  for  State  officers.     Kellogg's  majority,  18,8«1. 

S.  B.  PACKARD, 
UwStcd  Siafci  JfoiniWif- 
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The  retiiTDiUK  l)oard  here  referred  to  is  the  illegal  Lynch  l>oard,  which  never  had  an 
oflicial  return  before  it.     Lynch,  in  testifying  before  the  committee,  said: 

*'  Wc  t(M>k  all  the  evidence  we  had  Ix^forc  us,  and  our  knowledge  of  the  parishes  and 
their  {X)litical  complexion,  and  we  then  decided. 

'*  By  Mr.  Carpenter: 

"<^.  You  estimated  it,  then,  upon  the  basis  of  what  you  thought  the  vote  ought  to 
have  been? 

**  A.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  just  the  ftict,  and  I  think  on  the  whole  we  were  pretty 
coirect.'* 

Much  of  what  Lynch  called  evidence  was  shown  to  he  newspaper  reports,  letteni,aiid 
forged  aflidavits.     Then  followed  in  quick  succession  the  following  dispatches: 

[TolcfifTHm.l 

New  Orlrank,  Ihcfmbcr  9,  1872. 

ir<in.  (iKo.  H.  Williams,  Attornry-Cimcral  : 

Cvovernor  Warmoth  has  t)een  impeai;hed  by  vote  of  o^  to  ti.  Warmotlfs  legialatare 
returned  by  his  lK)ard  has  made  no  pretense  of  a  session. 

S.  n.  PACKAUD, 
United  StatC9  MartktU, 


[TelcKTBin.  ] 

New  Orlkax.s,  La.,  ArttnAf r  0,  1872. 
Hon.  (lw>.  1 1.  Williams,  Attornry-Umvnil  : 

SiMiate,  by  vote  of  17  to  5,  have  re»H)lved  into  high  cf>urt  of  imfieachmcnt.  Senator 
Harris  ele<:ted  pntsideut  of  the  .senate,  Licutenant-Ciovemor  PinchlKick  licing  now  go%'- 
emor. 

S.  K.  PACKARD, 
Vniied  iXai€9  Mmkmi. 

[Tflcffrani.] 

New  Orleans,  7*mtiiAfr  0, 1872. 
Hon.  iiVAh  H.  Williams, 

Attorn* jf'iiiHt ml ^  U'tnthintftou^  />.  (\: 

Lieutenant  < Governor  PinchlKick  tiualifled  and  took  iMWHesHion  of  the  Kovrmor*n  ofHce 
to-night.  S'uate  org:mi/<'<l  iv*  high  t'ourt  of  impe:ichment,  Chief-Justice  Lndeling  pre- 
Hiding,  and  a<l.i()urn4>«l  to  me<*t  Monday  next.  It  is  lM*lieved  that  all  the  Drmocratjs 
niemlM*rM  of  genenil  assemblv,  will  quality  and  take  seats  to-iuorrow. 

S.  B.   P.M'KAKI), 
Vnitrii  Stiilm  MnrnhaL 


(Ti'lrirmiii.] 

New  Orleans,  IhrrmtMrf^,  1H72. 

We  have  the  h(»nor  t4>  transmit  to  your  ex<-e]lency  the  following  com-nrront  reaolnticn 
of  iNith  Imu.M'M  of  the  general  iii«H*mbly  and  to  n*«|U(«t  an  early  reply: 

"  WhiTcas  the  geni*nil  asM*mbly  im  now  conveni*«I.  in  i^implianct*  with  the  euU  of  the 
go\iriii»r.  and  iiTtuin  e\il-diH|MiN4>d  |H'rsonM  an'  re|M)rt4Nl  to  1m*  Ibmiing  eimibinatiom  in 
di<<turb  the  public  |N*a(v.  defy  the  lawful  authority,  and  the  State  is  threatened  with 
xidb'iKv:  TlitTcfor**, 

••  /;*■  it  rt unlit d  hji  ihf  M  Hiitr  ami  hnitM  of  luprfiu ntntirn*  of  tkf  Stah  of  /^iirrKiViiwi  i*i  ffnurai 
tiMttmhljf  runrtmd.  That  tht>  President  of  the  Tnited  ."^^tnti-H  lie  rei|ue!tti-<1  to  aflfonl  the 
protn'tion  guanintt-ttl  e;ich  State  by  tht*  i*<mHtitution  of  thi'  ruitc-d  State*  when  Ihrrat- 
ennl  with  dtmu-fltic  violence,  and  th:it  the  pri'siding  oflitrrh  of  the  general  asnenibljr 
transmit  this  r«wtluti(»ii  immediately  by  telrgniph  or  olhi  rwis<*  t^i  the  Pu«ideul  of  tlie 
l'nite<I  States. " 

Adopt(*d  ill  general  asM'Uiblv  nm\eii«il  this  *Mh  dav  of  iK-eemlKT.  A.  iK  IhT'J. 

P.   B.  S.  PINCHBArK. 

LuutiHOol-iiuv*  rnoi\  tiHil  PnHifitmt  of  Ikr  NrHd/r. 

C1I.\H.  W.  IX>W£LL, 
Sjfeaker  ^f  the  i/ouae  of  RffrcKiUiUvet, 
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[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  December  9,  1872. 
President  Grant: 

Having  taken  the  oath  of  office  and  being  in  the  possession  of  the  gabematorial  office, 
it  devolves  upon  .me  to  urge  the  necessity  of  a  favorable  consideration  of  the  request  of 
the  general  assembly  as  conveyed  in  the  concurrent  resolution  of  this  day  telegraphed 
to  you  requesting  the  protection  of  the  United  States  Government.  Be  pleased  to  send 
the  necessary  orders  to  General  Emory.  This  seems  to  me  a  necessary  measure  of  pre- 
caution, although  all  is  quiet  here. 

P.  B    S.  PINCHBACK, 
Lieutenant- Governor  J  Acting  Governor  of  Louisiana. 

This  pretended  legislature,  made  up  of  persons  returned  as  members  by  the  Lynch 
board,  perfected  its  organization,  impeached  the  governor,  suspended  him  from  office, 
and  installed  Pinchback  in  his  place.  All  this  was  done  on  the  same  day  and  within  a 
few  hours,  and  that,  too,  in  disregard  of  a  statute  of  the  State,  which,  as  stated  to  the 
committee,  provides  that  the  officer  sought  to  be  impeached  shall  be  summoned  before 
a  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives;  shall  have  permission  to  cross-examine 
witnesses  that  are  brought  against  him;  shall  have  citation  of  the  witnesses  he  may 
desire  to  summon;  that  the  house  of  representatives  shall  act  only  in  case  the  committee 
report  in  favor  of  the  impeachment;  that  if  the  committee  report  adversely  to  it,  that  is 
itself  an  acquittal,  and  the  officer  cannot  ever  be  arraigned  on  the  cliarges  then  reported 
on.     No  such  proceedings  were  had  in  this  case. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark  in  this  connection  that  each  of  the  members  of  the 
Lynch  board  was  immediately  rewarded  by  Pinchback  with  a  lucrative  office,  except 
Lynch,  and  his  son  was  given  an  appointment. 

While  these  revolutionary  proceedings  were  being  enacted.  Judge  Durell  was  busy 
fulminating  new  injunctions  and  restraining  orders,  and  calling  Governor  Warmoth  and 
his  a-ssociates  of  the  legal  returning  board  before  him  to  answer  for  alleged  contempts  of 
his  void  orders. 

The  Pinchback  administration  and  legislature  thus  set  up  was  so  entirely  without  the 
moral  support  and  respect  of  the  people  that  it  was  in  great  danger  of  falling  to  pieces 
unless  it  could  get  the  further  support  of  the  Federal  administration  backed  by  a  larger 
military  force.  So  well  was  this  understood  that  Pinchback  and  United  States  officials 
at  New  Orleans  kept  the  telegraph  busy  calling  on  the  President  for  help  and  additional 
forces.  The  two  batteries  and  eighty-six  men  under  Captain  Jackson  were  not  deemed 
sufficient  to  protect  Pinchback  and  his  legislature -from  the  just  indignation  of  an  out- 
raged people.  Hence  the  cries  for  help  which  were  continually  ))eiug  sent  to  Washing- 
ton.    The  following  are  specimens  of  some  of  these  cries: 

[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  La.,  December  11,  1872. 

Hon.  Geo.  H.  Williams,  Attorney-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch.  May  I  suggest  that 
the  commanding  general  be  authorized  to  furnish  troops  upon  my  requisition  upon  him 
for  the  protection  of  the  legislature  and  the  gubernatorial  office  ?  The  moral  eflfect 
wonld  be  great,  and  in  my  judgment  tend  greatly  to  allay  any  trouble  likely  to  grow 
out  of  the  recent  inflammatory  proclamation  of  Warmoth.  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  I 
will  act  in  all  things  with  discretion. 

P.  B.  S.  PINCHBACK, 
Lieutenant-Governor  J  Acting  Governor, 


[Telegraxa..] 

New  Orleans,  December  11,  1872. 
President  Grant: 

Parties  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party,  particularly  the  New  Or- 
leans Times,  are  making  desperate  efforts  to  array  the  people  against  us.  Old  citizens 
are  dragooned  into  an  opposition  they  do  not  feel,  and  pressure  is  hourly  growing;  our 
members  are  poor  and  adversaries  are  rich,  and  offers  are  made  that  are  difficult  for 
them  to  withstand.  There  is  danger  that  they  will  break  our  quorum.  The  delay  in 
placing  troops  at  disposal  of  Governor  Pinchback,  in  accordance  with  joint  resolution  of 
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Monday,  is  disheartening  our  friends  and  cheering  oar  enemies.  If  requisition  of  legis- 
lature is  complied  with  all  difficulty  will  be  dissipated,  the  party  saved,  and  everything 
go  on  smoothly.  If  this  is  done  the  tide  will  be  turned  at  once  in  our  favor.  The  real 
underlying  sentiment  is  with  us  if  it  can  but  be  encouraged,  Governor  Piucbback  acting 
with  great  discretion,  as  is  the  legislature,  and  they  will  so  continue. 

JAS.  F.   CASEY, 

Collector. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Obleaxs,  11,  1872. 
Hon.  Geo.  Williams: 

If  President  in  some  way  indicate  recognition.  Governor  Pinchback  and  legislature 
would  settle  everything.     Our  friends  here  acting  discreetly. 

W.  P.  KELLOGG. 


[Tclefirram.] 

NewOelbans,  11,  1872. 
President  Gbant: 

Democratic  members  of  the  legislature  taking  their  seats.  Most,  if  not  all,  will  so  in 
next  few  days.  Important  that  you  immediately  recognize  Governor  Pinchback's  legis- 
lature in  some  manner,  either  by  instructing  General  Emory  to  comply  with  any  requi- 
sition by  Grovernor  Pinchback,  under  joint  resolution  of  legislature  of  Monday,  or  other- 
wise.    This  would  quiet  matters  much.     I  earnestly  urge  this  and  ask  a  reply. 

JAMES  F.  CASEY. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  December  12, 1872. 

President  Grant: 

The  condition  of  affairs  is  this:  The  United  States  circuit  court  has  decided  which  is 
the  legal  board  of  canvassers.  Upon  the  basis  of  that*  decision  a  legislature  has  been 
organized  in  strict  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  State,  Warmoth  impeached,  and  thus 
Pinchback,  as  provided  by  the  constitution,  became  acting  governor.  The  chief-justice 
of  the  supreme  court  organized  the  senate  into  a  court  of  impeachment,  and  Associate 
Justice  Tallifeiro  administered  oath  to  Goveriior  Pinchback.  The  legislature,  fully  or- 
ganized, has  proceeded  in  regular  routine  of  business  since  Monday.  Notwithstanding 
this,  Warmoth  has  organized  a  pretended  legislature,  and  it  is  proceeding  with  pretended 
legislation.  A  conflict  between  these  two  organizations  may  at  any  time  occur.  A  con- 
flict may  occur  at  any  hour,  and  in  my  opinion  there  is  no  safety  for  the  legal  government, 
without  the  Federal  troops  are  given  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  legislature. 
The  supreme  court  is  known  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  State  government. 
If  a  decided  recognition  of  Governor  Pinchback  and  the  legal  legislature  were  made,  in 
my  judgment  it  would  settle  the  whole  matter.  General  Longstreet  has  been  appointed 
by  Governor  Pinchback  as  adjutant-general  of  State  militia. 

JAMES  F.  CASEY. 

In  reply  to  these  appeals  for  help  the  Attorney-General  answered  as  follows: 

[Telegram.] 

Department  of  Justice,  December  12,  1872. 
Acting  Grovemor  Pinchback, 

New  Orleans^  Louisiana: 

Let  it  be  understood  that  you  are  recognized  by  the  President  as  the  lawftd  executive 
of  Louisiana,  and  that  the  body  assembled  at  Mechanics'  Institute  is  the  lawAil  legisla^ 
ture  of  the  State,  and  it  is  suggested  that  you  make  proclamation  to  that  effect,  and  alao 
that  all  necessary  assistance  will  be  given  to  you  and  the  legislature  herein  recognized 
to  protect  the  Stf^te  from  disorder  wd  yioknce. 

GEO.  H.  WILLLA.MS. 


THE   LOUISIANA   GA6ES,   187S-80. 


467 


The  following  telegrams  were  sent  to  the  President  by  the  friends  of  the  State  govern- 
ment which  was  being  subverted: 


[Tel^^ram.] 


New  Orleans,  December  11,  1872. 


The  Pbesident  of  the  United  States: 

Under  an  order  from  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court,  investing  James 
Longstreet,  Jacob  Hawkins,  and  others  with  the  powers  and  duties  of  returning  officers 
under  the  State  election  law,  and  charging  them  with  the  duty  of  completing  the  legal 
returns  and  declaring  the  result  in  accordance  therewith,  those  persons  have  promulgated 
results  based  *  upon  no  returns  whatever,  and  no  evidence  except  ex  parte  statements. 
They  have  constructed  a  pretended  general  assembly,  composed  mainly  of  candidates 
defeated  at  the  election,  and  those  candidates,  protected  by  United  States  military  forces, 
have  taken  possession  of  the  State-house  and  have  organized  a  pretended  legislature, 
which  to-day  has  passed  pretended  articles  of  impeachment  against  the  governor;  in 
pursuance  of  which,  the  person  claiming  to  be  a  lieutenant-governor,  but  whose  term  had 
expired,  proclaimed  himself  acting  governor,  broke  into  the  executive  office  under  the 
protection  of  United  States  soldiers,  and  took  possession  of  the  archives.  In  the  mean 
time  the  general  assembly  has  met  at  the  city  hall,  and  organized  for  business  with  sixty 
members  in  the  house  and  twenty-one  in  the  senate,  being  more  than  a  quorum  of  both 
bodies.  I  ask  and  believe  that  no  violent  action  be  taken,  and  no  force  used  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, at  least  until  the  supreme  court  shall  have  i)assed  final  judgment  on  the  case. 
A  full  statement  of  the  facts  will  be  laid  before  you  and  the  Congress  in  a  feyr  days. 

H.  C.  WARMOtH, 

Governor  of  Louisiana. 


[Telegram.] 


New  Obleans,  12th,  1872. 


His  Excellency  U.  S.  Grant, 

President  United  States: 

Claiming  to  be  governor-elect  of  this  State,  I  beg  you,  in  the  name  of  all  justice,  to 
suspend  recognition  of  either  of  the  dual  governments  now  in  operation  here  until  there 
can  be  laid  before  you  all  facts,  and  both  sides,  touching  legitimacy  of  either  government. 
The  people  denying  the  legitimacy  of  Pinchback  government  and  its  legislature  simply 
ask  to  be  heard,  through  committee  of  nmny  of  our  best  citizens  on  eve  of  departure  for 
Washington,  before  you  recognize  the  one  or  the  other  of  said  governments.  I  do  not 
believe  we  will  be  condemned  before  we  are  fully  heard. 

JNO.  McENERY. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Orleans,  December  12, 1872. 

His  Excellency  U.  S.  Grant, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir:  As  chairman  of  a  committee  of  citizens  appointed  under  authority  of  a  mass-meet- 
ing recently  held  in  this  city,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  said  committee  is  about 
leaving  here  for  Washington  to  lay  before  you  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the 
facts  of  the  political  difficulties  at  present  existing  in  this  State,  and  further  earnestly  to 
request  you  to  delay  executive  action  in  the  premises  until  alter  the  arrival  and  hearing 
of  said  committee,  which  is  composed  of  business  and  professional  men  without  regard 
to  past  political  affiliations. 

THOMAS  A.  ADAMS, 

Chairman. 

To  these  r^pectfUl  appeals  on  behalf  of  the  legitimate  governor  and  people  of  Louisi- 
ana, asking  to  be  heard  before  a  usurping  executive  and  legislature  should  be  forced 

upon  thorn,  the  President,  through  the  Attorney-Goii^r^l  »qd  Ww:  Departmeot,  retuni^ 
the  following  lepUes; 
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Depaetment  of  Justice,  i>ecem*er  13,  18T2. 
Hon.  John  McEneey, 

New  Orleans^  Louisiana  : 

Your  visit  with  a  faniidred  citizens  will  be  unavailing  so  far  as  the  President  is  con- 
cerned. His  decision  is  made  and  will  not  be  changed,  and  the  sooner  it  is  aoqniesced 
in  the  sooner  good  order  and  peace  will  be  restored. 

GEO.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Attorney-General. 


[Tel^ram.] 

Washington,  December  14, 1872. 
General  W.  H.  Emoey,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Neio  Orleans^  Louisiana  : 

You  may  use  all  necessary  force  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  will  recognize  the  aatbohty 
of  Governor  Pinchback. 
By  order  of  the  President: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

A  djutant-  General. 

The  history  of  the  world  does  not  furnish  a  more  palpable  instance  of  usurpation  than 
that  by  which  Pinchback  was  made  governor  and  the  persons  returned  by  the  Lynch 
board  the  legislature  of  Louisiana;  nor  can  a  parallel  be  found  for  the  unfeeling  and  des- 
potic answers  sent  by  order  of  the  President  to  the  respectful  appeals  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  This  pretended  legislature,  installed  in  power  by  the  aid  of  the  United  States 
Army,  in  pursuance  of  a  void  order  of  a  United  States  district  judge,  proceeded  to  elect 
John  Kay  to  represent  the  State  of  Ix)uisiana  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is 
said  the  Senate  must  receive  him  because  the  supreme  conrt  of  Louisiana  has  decided 
the  Pinchback  legislature  to  be  the  rightful  legislature  of  the  State,  and  that  the  Sen- 
ate is  bound  to  follow  the  decision  of  the  State  court  as  to  what  constitutes  its  legisla- 
ture. 

It  is  true,  as  a  rule,  that  the  Federal  courts  follow  the  decisions  of  the  State  courts  in 
regard  to  the  construction  of  their  own  constitution  and  laws;  but  it  is  not  true  that  the 
legislative  department  of  the  Government  follows  the  decisions  of  the  courts  npon  polit- 
ical questions.  The  inquiry,  what  is  the  established  government  in  a  State,  belongs  to 
the  political,  and  not  the  judicial  power.  The  Senate,  by  the  Constitution,  is  made  the 
sole  and  only  judge  of  the  election  of  its  members.,  who  can  only  be  chosen  by  the  legis- 
latures of  the  respective  States.  Ordinarily  the  body  recognized  in  a. State  as  its  legis- 
lature would  be  held  by  the  Senate  to  be  the  body  authorized  to  elect  a  Senator;  but 
when,  as  in  the  case  of  Louisiana,  there  are  two  bodies  in  a  State,  ca<'h  claiming  to  be  its 
legislature,  and  each  of  which  has  chosen  a  i)erson  to  represent  the  State  in  the  Senate, 
in  deciding  between  the  claimants  the  Senate  must  necessarily  determine  wliich  body 
was  the  rightful  legislature  and  had  authority  to  make  the  election. 

In  view  of  the  facts  as  shown  to  exist  in  Louisiana,  the  decisions  of  its  courts  in  favor 
of  the  validity  of  the  Pinchback  legislature  are  entitled  to  no  respect  whatever.  As 
has  been  already  shown,  that  legislature  was  not  elected  nor  brought  into  being  by  the 
people  of  the  State,  but  owes  its  existence  to  the  void  pro<;eeding8  of  the  United  States 
court  supported  by  military  force.  It  was  the  (Tcature  of  force  and  fraud.  Its  finst  act 
was  to  impeach  aud  suspend  the  governor  (Warmoth)  and  install  Pinchback  in  his  place. 
It  then  abolished  one  court  and  set  up  another  in  its  place,  and  Pinchback  appointed 
Hawkins,  one  of  the  Lynch  returning  board,  judge  of  the  newly  established  court.  To 
give  any  consideration  to  the  decisions  of  the  court  thus  set  up  would  be  to  aid  the 
usurpation.  Hawkins  counts  in  spurious  members  of  the  legislature;  that  le^lature 
makes  a  governor,  who  makes  Hawkins  judge,  and  Hawkins  then  decides  the  legislature 
to  be  legal. 

The  Morgan  case,  in  which  a  majority  of  the  supreme  court  judges  went  out  of  the 
record  to  express  opinions  upon  the  legal  status  of  Pinchback  as  acting  governor,  and 
the  persons  acting  with  him  claiming  to  be  a  State  senate,  was  commenced  before  this 
same  Judge  Hawkins  under  laws  parsed  by  this  pretended  legislature.  As  to  the  invalid- 
ity and  extraordinary  character  of  those  laws,  and  the  shamelul  proceedings  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  supreme  court  in  Morgan's  case^  I  concur  with  what  is  said  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee  in  their  report.  Could  anything  be  more  preposterous 
than  to  give  validity  to  such  proceedings?    Had  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  stood  in 
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the  way  of  this  pretended  legislature  its  judges  would  no  doubt  have  been  summarily 
impeached  and  suspended,  as  Governor  Warmoth  was.  That  a  wholesome  fear  of  such 
proceedings  operated  upon  a  mzyority  of  the  members  of  that  court  to  make  them  obse- 
quious to  the  demands  of  the  pretended  legislature  is  inferable  from  the  fact  that  they 
make  haste,  in  advance  of  any  case  coming  before  them  involving  the  validity  of  the 
legislature,  to  make  known  their  sympathy  with  it,  as  appears  from  the  following exl fact 
from  the  dispatch  sent  by  United  States  Collector  Casey  to  the  President  December  12: 
**The  supreme  court  is  known  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  State  govern- 
ment." 

The  proper  tribunal  to  decide  between  the  contending  legislatures  in  Louisiana  is  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  in  passing  upon  the  admission  of  the  Senators  by  them 
respectively  chosen. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  jn  the  case  of  Luther  vs.  Borden,  say: 
"When  Senators  and  Representatives  of  a  State  are  admitted  into  the  councils  of  the 
Union,  the  authority  of  the  Government  under  which  they  are  appointed,  as  well  as  its 
republican  chanu^ter,  is  recognized  by  the  proper  constitutional  authority.  And  its  de-. 
cision  is  binding  on  every  other  department  of  the  Government,  and  could  not  be  ques- 
tioned in  a  judicial  tribunal." 

The  credentials  of  William  L.  McMillen  are  signed  by  Mr.  McEnery  as  governor  of  the 
State,  with  the  seal  of  the  State  attached.  He  was  elected  by  what  is  known  as  the 
McEnery  legislature,  Avhich,  including  Senators  holding  over,  consisted  of  a  quorum  in 
each  branch  of  the  persons  elected  according  to  the  official  returns  as  canvassed  by  the 
De  Feriet  board.  The  result  of  that  canvass  was  duly  proclaimed  by  Grovernor  Warmoth, 
together  with  the  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  elected  to  the  senate  and  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, certified  by  Jack  Wharton,  who  was  at  the  time  the  acting  secretary  of  state. 
The  official  returns  also  show  that  McEnery  was  elected  governor  by  some  10,000 
nwyority.  These  returns  were  before  the  committee,  and  their  tabulation,  showing  the 
results  above  stated,  were  proven  to  be  correct.  It  is  true  the  members  of  the  McEnery 
legislature  did  not  meet  at  the  time  and  place  fixed  in  the  governor's  proclamation,  arid 
the  facts  show  that  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  do  so,  for  the  reason  that  the  Mechanics' 
Institute,  in  which  they  were  called  to  assemble,  was  then  occupied  by  United  States 
troops,  acting  under  the  orders  of  a  United  States  marshal  in  the  execution  of  a  void  order 
of  a  United  States  court,  which  prohibited  their  aSvSembling  and  organizing  as  a  legisla- 
ture in  said  building.  The  fact  that  when  thus  prevented  from  assembling  in  the  Me- 
chanics' Institute  the  members  got  together  as  soon  as  practicable  in  another  building 
in  the  same  city  and  proceeded  to  organize  cannot  vitiate  their  proceedings  any  more 
than  if  the  Mechanics'  Institute  had  burned  down  before  the  time  for  assembling  had 
arrived.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  principle  McMillen  is  to  be  refused  his  seat , 
unless  the  election  in  Louisiana  in  November  last  be  declared  void,  and  Louisiana  to  be 
without  a  State  government,  propositions  to  which  the  undersigned  cannot  give  his  assent. 
He  believes  the  De  Feriet  board  had  color  of  authority  at  least  to  make  the  canvass  of  the 
returns  for  the  legislature;  that  Wharton  was  de  facto  secretary  of  state  at  the  time,  and 
the  proper  j>erson  to  make  out  the  list  of  members  on  which  the  legislature  is  organized 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  State;  but  whether  this  were  so  or  not  is  not  perhaps  mate- 
rial, because  the  official  returns  from  the  parishes  were  before  us,  and  we  know  that  the 
results  at  which  the  De  Feriet  board  arrived  were  substantially  correct.  It  is  the  fact 
that  certain  persons  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast;  that  is  of  the  substance  of  the 
•election.  The  canvass  of  the  returns  is  but  machinery,  and  whoever  receives  a  majority 
of  the  votes  polled  at  an  election  for  an  office  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
it  unless  in  obedience  to  some  positive  statute. 

It  is,  however,  said  by  a  majority  of  the  committee  that  the  election  of  November  4 
was  80  tainted  with  fraud  as  to  render  it  wholly  void,  and  they  recommend  the  passage 
of  a  law  for  holding  a  new  election  under  the  authority  of  Congress. 

If  it  were  admitted,  as  it  is  not,  that  Congress  has  authority  to  inquire  into  the  fair- 
ness and  regularity  of  a  State  election,  it  is  denied  that  there  was  any  such  fraud  in  the 
•  late  Louisiana  election  as  would  justify  setting  it  aside.     It  was  confessedly  one  of  the 
most  quiet  and  peaceful  elections  ever  held  in  the  State,  and  the  evidence  shows  that  it 
was  substantially  free  and  fair. 

The  vote  polled  was  20,000  larger  than  ever  before  cast  in  the  State,  and  against  more 
than  two-thirds  of  it  no  complaint  of  unfairness  is  even  alleged. 

S.  B.  Packard,  United  States  marshal  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  State  executive  committee,  and  his  office  in  the  custom-house  was  the  head- 
quarters of  the  organization  of  which  he  was  one,  if  not  the  leading  spirit.  He  appointed 
from  one  to  four  special  deputy  marshals  in  every  parish,  and  upward  of  six  hundred  in 
New  Orleans,  who  were  to  be  at  the  polls.  Some  of  them  served  for  seventy  days;  and  he 
made  requisitions  on  the  Attorney-General,  previous  to  the  election,  for  the  money  to  pay 
deputy  marshals  and  United  States  supervisors.     Under  the  law,  one  of  the  two  United 
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iu^  u\Hm  the  icl.'ition  (»f  Tliilip  Hickoy  Moi-)r:in,  a  n'sidcnt  of  the  ikiHsIi  ol'Ortoans  nnd 
ii|M)n  sii^irrstiiiK  and  ^ivin^  tlio  court  to  uiidt*rstaiHl.  and  Ih'  iiiloniKMl  as  1oII(»\\h,  U%  wit: 

"That  Slid  T.  II.  Morpin  was  noniinatcd  by  thr  act in;i  p»v<'riior  <►!' the  State  t<»  thv 
senate  thereof,  to  till  the  vacuncv  of  tissoeuitc  justice  of  the  su]treme  <'ourt  of  I^iuihuiiui; 
that  his  said  nomination  w;is  <*on finned;  that  he  was  coniniissioneti  thereto  on  the4thof 
.lannary,  H7I{:  that  he  has  taken  an<l  su1)scril>e<l  the  o'ath  re(inin-d  by  law;  tliat  he  m 
entitled  and  eni]H>wered  to  execute  an<l  till  thedntii*sof  ssiid  otiiee  aceordin^;  to  law. 
and  to  have  antl  to  hold  said  otiice,  with  all  the  }M)wers.  priviiep's,  and  emoIunieiiU* 
thereof; 

**Audon  furth<*r  su^estin^  that  John  H.  Kennard.  also  a  resident  of  said  parinh.  un- 
lawfully holds  siiid  oOh'e  and  executes*  the  duties  theri*of,  and  claints  the  right  to  thet«uid 
otlict*,  and  to  the  i)oweTs.  j)rivi leges,  nnd  emoluments  then-of. 

'*//  Uordtrai,  That  said  John  H.  Kennard  show  cansi*.  on  Saturday.  .1  a nuarylH,  ls7:j, 
at  1 1  o'chnrk  a.  ni.,  why  it  should  ntit  Ik*  forthwith  adjud^t><l  and  de<Tec<l  that  he  is  unlaw- 
I'ully  holding  and  exercising  the  dutii*s  of  s;ud  ollice  ot  a>s4H'iate  justice  itfthe  supreme  e«nirt 
of  the  State  of  I^)uisiana,  and  the  s;iid  T.  1(.  Morgsin  1k>  dtH*reed  and  ad[judgetl  ontitU'cl 
thereto." 

On  the  iHth  of  January,  1>^7.'J.  the  defemlant  tiled  the  following  exit'ption,  to  wit: 

"And  now  comes  John  11.  Kennard,  and  exi-epts  that  there  has  U'cn  no  citation 
issu4*<l  herein,  or  serve<l  (»n  him  in  this  c:i.se,  and  pniys  to  Ik*  hence  dismis.wed  with 
«*osts. " 

On  the  .H;inie  day  the  following  exception  and  answer  was  also  fiUnl.  to  wit: 

**  Now  nnni-s  John  11.  Kennard,  defendant  in  this  suit,  and  4*xcepts  to  the  nile  hert.*iii 
taken  by  A.  1*.  Field,  attorney -genenil.  on  the  relation  of  V.  11.  Morg;in.oii  the  ground 
that  siiid  ]>r(M'eeding  by  rule,  in  matnicr  and  f(»nn  as  set  forth  in  s;ud  rule,  is  not  authiir- 
i/ed  bylaw;  and  further,  that  the  act  of  the  1. "it  h. Tan  nary,  1h7:{.  cntitl(>tl  '.\nact  ton-gnhite 
pnM*«H'dings  in  contestations  lK*t  W(*en  ]H-rs(»ns  claiming  a  judicial  otiice.'  as  to  its  tir^t  mn- 
tion  is  un(*onstitutional  and  void,  not  Iwing  in  coni<»rniity  to  the  title  of  Kiid  act;  ami 
further  that  said  act  is  prosiHt-tive.  and  diN's  not  apply  to  ]M'n<ling  litigiition.  And  fur- 
ther.  that  s;iid  act  in  relation  to  M'ctions'J  and  .'»  is  unconstitutional,  as  it  authoriztm 
pnM'ee<Iings  which  amount  to  a  denial  of  justice.  .\nd  further,  that  if  Kiiil  m't  is  to  In* 
(*onstnuHl  as  applicable  to  suits  instituted  prior  to  its  (uissjige,  it  is  retnuetive  nnd  void, 
iHH'ause  in  vi(dation  of  article  1 10  (»f  the  eonstitution.  In  c:i^'  thes<*  exceptions  lie  over- 
nile<I,  and  not  othen^ise,  lor  answer  to  s:ii<l  rule  this  res|M>ndent  avers  that  he  wai«  duly 
apiMtinted  by  the  govt>rnor  (»f  the  State  to  the  otlitM*  f>f  ib<>s<N'iate  justice  of  the  Hn]>renie 
i-ourt  of  the  State  of  I^misiana.  nn  the  'M\  day  of  lV<'emlKT.  ls7'J,  vi<r  W.  W.  Howe, 
n-sigtied  during  the  recc'^s  of  the  senate,  and  that  on  the  same  day  he  wa^  duly  i|Ualilh'«l 
and  tiKik  ]Mv(M*s!sion  of  siid  ollice.  having  com]>li«*d  with  all  legiil  ref|uin'nient>t,  and  \\\n 
term  of  ollice  has  not  yet  expind." 

On  the  same  da\  iSatuiday.  .fanuai\  l^^.  l'"7:i>.  thcM*  exceptions  weie  ovtrruletlliy 
the  court,  and  the  csl-c  was  mntinued  foi  tiial  till  Munday.  the'JOth  January,  I'^Tff  on 
whieh  day  the  delendant  tiled  the  following  .•«up]demental  answer,  to  wit: 

"Now  Mimes  in  .1.  11.  Kennard.  and  tiir  further  answer  ]ini\s  for  a  tiial  by  jun^',  ami 
pleads  that  thesiid  aet  of  the  legislature  un<ler  which  the  n>lator.  I*,  il.  Morg^in,  elnttiiH 
to  pnN'«'i'<l  is  null  and  \oid.a<«  \iolatiNe  4if  S4>4'tinn  1.  article  1 1.  of  the('onstituti<inot'  tlie 
riiite<l  States,  which  tbrbids  any  State  t'n>m  making  any  law  whidi  sh.dl  abridge  the 
pri\ileges  and  immnnities  %ii  it.s  eiti/eti-i.  and  pri)hibii>  any  Slate  fio:u  depriving  any 
|M*rson  of  lite.  liU'rty.  or  pro|N>rty  without  due  prtMi'S'i  of  I  iw.  or  ti>  deny  to  any  permin, 
within  its  jnrisilietion,  the  legal  proticiinn  of  its  laws;  and  its.iiil  act  i?*  \oid,  thiiteouit 
has  n(» jurisdiction  tti  pnw'eed  by  rule  in  the  manner  and  form  as  set  lortli  in  said  rule.** 

On  the  sjinie  day  the  pniyer  for  tiial  by  jury  wasrefii»<>«1.  the  casi'Wa'*  tri(*«l,  ami  judg- 
ment entered  tor  the  platntiir     The  defendant  imnieiliately  took  an  apiH*al. 

The  only  (|nesti(in  to  In*  S4*ttle<l  by  this  suit  was  whether  Morg:in,  the  relator,  or  Keu- 
nanl.  the  defendant,  was  entitliil  to  hold  the  ofVice  of  as^neiate  ju*iti(v  of  the  supieme 
court  in  place  of  ll(iwt>.  n-signiil;  and  the  idea  that  in  dis|Mising  of  this  single  «|UeNtiuii 
the  eiiiirt  had  any  authority  or  juiis4liition  to  determine  a- JN'tweeii  Warniothand  rinch- 
liack.  neither  of  whom  was  a  iKirty  to  the  cause,  whieh  ol'them  wasentitle«1  to  exert*iiie 
the  otViee  of  go\eriior,  and  lN*tweeii  two  or  three  hiindn-d  inthmis  tlie  Kellogg  legLnla- 
tnre.  aii.l  a<  mauN  nioi(>.  the  MeKnery  legislature,  not  one  of  whom  wan  a  part  r  to  the 
Hiiit.  whieh  of  the  rival  lNNli«*s  was  autliori/«'<l  to  exereisi'  the  legislati\e  ]iuwer  of  llut 
."state,  is  tiN)  prei^osterous  a  pniixisition  to  re«|uin'  M-iious  retntatiini. 

The  utnn»st  tliat  can  1m*  ehiinied  (or  this  decision  i*<  that  the  niurt  recngiii/eH  the  K«*l* 
logg  go\einment  as  a  t!o\eriinient  «/«  Jthtn.  which  nia>  Iw  ninc<'«led  without  toneliing  the 
f|U«*stinii  whether  it  has  lM>4'n  establiHlml  by  a  regular  eUvtiou  or  .*t«>t  up  aud  i-HtablUheil 
by  the  usur|itition  f)f  the  indi\iduals  ciini|Mi*»ing  it,  siiMtained  by  the  military  lorevMoT 
till*  I'nited  .*state^ 

The  i|Ui«tion  we  aie  considering  is  not  a  judicial  i|iie>tiun  aud  no  judicial  euart  ran 
deteriuine  it.     The  question  i.«  pulitiail  iu  its  <-hararter.  and.  mi  tarnH  the  L'uited  Htatca 
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In  March,  1870,  the  necessary  machinery  was  provided  in  the  registration  and  election 
law ;  and  the  latter  law  requires  all  tetnrns  to  be  made  to  the  governor,  and  to  be  oy  him 
laid  before  the  returning  board,  of  which  the  secretary  of  state  is  ex  officio  a  member, 
which  shall  count  the  votes,  and  that  the  board  shall  then  deposit  the  returns  with  the 
secretary  of  state,  as  also  a  copy  of  their  count  or  finding. 

/  Article  48  of  the  constitution  provides,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant-governor, that  "the  returns  of  every  election  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted 
by  the  proper  returning  ofl&cers  to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  shall  deliver  them  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  on  the  second  day  of  the  session  of  the  general 
assembly  then  to  be  holden .  The  members  of  the  general  assembly  shall  meet  in  the  house 
of  representatives  to  examine  and  count  the  votes." 

In  this  regard  also  the  law  provides  a  somewhat  circuitous  route  by  which  the  returns 
of  the  election  shall  reach  the  secretary  of  state,  yet  apparently  with  as  little  objection, 
in  a 'constitutional  point  of  view,  as  in  the  case  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly. 
The  returns  in  both  cases  reach  the  secretary  of  state  through  the  governor  and  the  re- 
turning board.  The  constitution  provides  that  the  legislature  shall  count  the  votes  for 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  but  makes  no  provision  for  counting  them  as  to  other 
{State  officers  or  members  of  the  legislature,  and  leaving  all  that  machinery  to  be  provided 
by  statute. 

The  act  of  1870  provides  for  supervisors  of  registration  In  the  parishes,  and  commis- 
sioners of  election  to  be  appointed  by  the  auperv'isors,  and  the  returns  of  the  election  in 
the  several  parishes  to  be  sent  to  the  governor,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  returning 
board,  and  by  the  returning  board,  together  with  the  result  of  their  finding,  deposited 
with  the  secretiiry  of  state.  These  provisions  are  held  by  the  courts  in  Louisiana  to  be 
a  compliance  with  the  constitutional  provisions,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  them  on  that 
.score.  The  law  makes  the  governor,  with  other  members  of  the  returning  board,  "  re- 
turning ofllcers"  under  the  constitution,  to  which  I  can  see  no  objection. 

For  a  statement  of  the  facts  attending  the  election  on  the  4th  of  November,  and  the 
counting  of  the  votes,  I  refer  to  the  preliminary  report  already  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Presidential  electors.  By  the 
law  of  1870  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  and  John  Lynch  and 
T.  C.  Anderson  by  name,  were  constituted  a  board  to  count  the  votes.  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Pinchback  and  Mr.  Anderson,  having  been  candidates  for  Congress,  were,  by  a 
provision  of  the  law,  prevented  from  acting  on  the  board,  and  a  struggle  arose  between 
Governor  Warmoth  on  the  one  side,  and  Mr.  I^ynch,  and  Herron,  the  acting  secretary  of 
state,  on  the  other,  to  fill  the  vacancies.  The  governor  attempted  to  depose  Herron  by 
appointing  Jack  Wharton  in  his  place,  and  claimed  that  by  his  vote  and  Wharton's  they 
had  elected  F.  II.  Hatch  and  Durant  Da  Ponte  to  fill  the  vacancies,  while  Lynch  and 
Herron  claimed  that  by  their  votes  they  had  elected  James  Longstreet  and  Jacob  Haw- 
kins. On  the  next  day,  the  15th  of  November,  a  suit  was  commenced  in  the  eighth  dis- 
trict court,  before  Judge  Dibble,  in  the  name  of  the  State,  on  the  relation  of  Lynch  and 
others,  to  restrain  Wharton,  Hatch,  and  Da  Ponte  from  acting  as  members  of  the  return- 
ing board,  upon  which  a  preliminary  restraining  order  was  granted.  On  the  next  day, 
the  Kith,  a  suit  was  commenced  in  the  same  court  by  Governor  Warmoth  to  restrain 
Hfrron,  Hawkins,  and  Longstreet  from  acting  as  members  of  the  board,  upon  which  a 
like  restraining  order  was  granted.  Both  cases  came  on  for  hearing  upon  the  19th  of 
November,  when  the  court  decided  that  Lynch,  Herron,  Hawkins,  Longstreet,  and  Gov- 
enior  W^armoth  constituted  the  legal  returning  board,  dismissed  the  Warmoth  suit,  and 
enjoined  W^harton,  Hatch,  and  Da  Ponte  from  assuming  to  act  as  members  of  the  board. 
Two  days  afterward  Judge  Dibble,  the  clerk,  and  the  sheriff  were  forcibly  ejected  from 
the  court-room,  and  Judge  Elmore  took  possession  of  the  bench,  having  been  commis- 
sioned that  morning  as  judge  by  Governor  Warmoth,  but  the  votes  for  whom  had  never 
been  counted  by  any  person  having  authority.  Upon  the  3d  of  December  following  Judge 
Elmore  annulled  the  judgment  rendered  by  Judge  Dibble  and  dii>missed  the  suit.  This 
case  was  finally  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  State,  in  which  it  was  decided,  on 
the  23d  day  of  January,  that  the  legal  returning  board,  on  the  day  when  the  case  was 
decided  in  the  lower  court,  was  composed  of  Governor  Warmoth,  John  Lynch,  F.  J. 
Herron  (acting  secretary  of  state  when  the  suit  was  commenced),  James  Longstreet,  and 
Jacob  Hawkins;  that  Governor  Warmoth  had  no  power  to  remove  Herron  and  appoint 
Wharton  secretary  of  state;  and  that  Wharton,  Hatch,  and  Da  Ponte  had  no  authority 
whatever. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  Kellogg,  who  claimed  to  have  been  elected  governor,  com- 
menced a  suit  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  before  Judge  Durell,  for  the  osten- 
sible purpose  of  perpetuating  testimony,  in  which  he  alleged  that  he  had  been  a  candidate 
for  governor  before  the  election,  and  had  been  deprived  of  the  office  by  the  wrongful  de- 
nial of  the  right  to  vote  of  10,000  persons  on  account  of  their  race,  color,  and  previous  con- 
dition of  servitude.    .Upon  the  fil  ing  of  the  bill  Judge  Durell  granted  an  order  restraining 
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Wharton,  Hatch,  and  Da  Pont?  from  acting  as  members  of  the  returning  board,  opening 
and  counting  the  votes,  or  in  any  way  meddlina:  with  the  election  returns.  On  the  6th 
of  Decemlwr  he  decided  the  «ise,  holding  that  Lynch,  Hawkins,  Longstreet,  and  Bo\>e. 
secretary  of  state,  together  with  Governor  Warmoth,  constitute<l  the  legal  retnniiug 
board,  and  enjoining  Wharton.  Hatch,  and  Da  Ponte  from  assumin<r  to  act  as  nieinl)eK 
thereof  On  the  day  previous  he  had  issued  an  order  to  the  United  States  marshal  ti» 
take  passessiou  of  the  State-house,  and  prevent  any  illegal  assemblage,  wbieli  the  mar- 
shal executed  by  summoniug  as  a  posse  comitatus  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops. 
On  the  6th  of  December,  Arnistead,  who  claime<l  to  have  been  elected  secretiiry  of  state, 
commenced  a  suit  before  Judge  Elmore  to  restniin  the  meml>ers  of  the  Lynch  iKKird  fnun 
counting  the  votes  and  making  returns  ii>  the  absence  of  the  official  returns  of  the  elei*- 
tion.  The  restraining  order  was  granted,  but  the  case  was  removed  the  next  day  to  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  by  certiorari.  On  the  7th  of  December,  Antoine,  who 
claimed  to  have  been  elected  lieutenant-governor  on  the  Siime  ticket  with  Kellogg.  c«)ni- 
menced  suit  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Staters,  ujwn  which  Judge  Diirell  granted 
an  order  restrainingall  persons  from  taking  part  in  organizing  the  legislature  whose  names 
were  not  on  the  lists  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  returned  as  elected  by  the 
Lynch  board. 

In  the  mpnth  of  March,  1872,  the  legislature  passed  a  new  election  act,  which  assumttl 
to  abolish  the  returning  board,  as  created  by  the  law  of  1870,  and  authorizeil  the  State 
senate  to  elect  a  board  of  five  from  outside  of  its  own  meml)ers,  which  act  Governor  War- 
moth  kept  in  his  possession  without  signing  until  the2()th  of  November,  and  then  signeil 
and  published  it  as  a  law;  but  the  supreme  court  of  the  State,  in  the  ciuse  l)eibre  referied 
to,  decided  that  this  law  did  not  have  the  cfToct  to  abolish  the  returning  board,  as  created 
by  the  law  of  1870,  until  after  the  returns  for  the  election  of  1872,  which  had  been  held 
before  the  bill  was  signed,  had  been  counted  and  the  new  legislature  organized.  On  the 
21st  of  November,  (Governor  Warmoth,  assuming  that  the  act  he  had  signed  the  day 
before  had  abolished  the  returning  board  as  created  by  the  law  of  1870,  and  that  he  had 
power  under  the  constitution  to  till  vacancie**,  appointed  Mr.  De  Feriet  and  four  other 
persons  to  act  as  a  returning  board,  to  count  the  votes  for  State  officers  and  niem)>ersof 
the  legislature.  Ho  placed  in  their  hands  for  that  puri)ose  what  purported  to  be  the 
official  returns  of  the  election,  upon  which  they  proceeded  to  count  the  votes  and  make 
pro<*lamation  of  their  finding  as  to  members  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Bovee  wius  fleeted  secretary  of  state  in  18(>8,  to  hold  his  office  for  the  same  term  as 
the  governor,  and  until  the  meeting  of  the  regular  se.<«i on  of  the  legislature  in  1873.  On 
the  21st  day  of  August,  1871,  Governor  Warmoth  assumed  the  power  to  susjjend  Mr. 
Bovee  from  office  ami  appoint  in  his  stead  F.  J.  Henon  as  acting  secretary  of  state  dur- 
ing the  suspcuMon  of  Mr.  Bovee.  In  March,  lb72,  Mr.  Bovee  commenced  a  suit  to  as- 
sert his  title  to  the  office,  which  was  appealed  to  the  supreme  court,  and  decided  in  his 
favor  on  the  2d  Decrember,  1872;  but  he  was  not  restored  to  the  actual  possession  of  the 
office  until  the  6th  December. 

On  the  20th  day  of  November,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  reposed  in  him  by  the  con- 
stitution, Governor  Warmoth  issued  a  proclamation  convening  the  legislature  in  extra  ses- 
sion on  the  Oth  of  December,  at  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  then 
used  and  known  as  the  State-house.  By  the  law  the  house  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
eight  members  and  the  senate  of  thirty-six  membei>»,  and,  under  the  construction  of 
the  clause  in  the  constituti(m  in  regard  to  a  quorum,  it  Avas  held  that  it  requirefl  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  number  of  which  each  house  should  properly'  consist  to  constitute  a 
quorum:  that  is,  55 in  the  house,  and  19  in  the  senate. 

The  members  of  the  house  held  their  office  for  two  years,  and  of  the  senate  for  four 
years;  one-half  of  the  senate  to  be  elected  every  two  years.  Owing  to  several  c:iu.ses  there 
were  but  fifteen  senators  left  of  those  holding  over  from  the  election  in  1870,  and  twenty- 
one  were  to  have  been  elected  at  the  late  elect icm.  Mr.  Pinchback,  who  had  been 
elet^ted  a  senator  in  18G8,  and  whose  time  would  expire  on  the  4th  November,  1872,  had, 
on  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Dunn,  in  December,  1871,  been  elected  president 
of  the  senate  and  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  in  accordance  with  the  law.  " 

The  act  to  provide  for  tilling  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor  is  in  these 
wonls:  "In  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  governor  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  gov- 
ernor; in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  lieutenant-governor  the  senate  shall  elect  a  pres- 
ident, who  shall  be  lieutenant-governor." — (Sec.  1580  rev.  stat.,  act  of  1865.) 

There  was  a  dispute  in  regard  to  the  character  of  his  office,  it  l>eing  held  by  one  party 
that  he  was  only  acting  lieutenant-governor  by  his  election  as  president  of  the  senate, 
and  by  the  other  that  he  actually  beciime  lieutenant-governor,  and  would  continue  to 
hold  that  office  after  his  term  as  senator  had  expired.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  this 
question,  as  it  has  since  l)een  decided  ))y  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  that,  by  such 
election,  Mr.  Pinchback  l>ecame  lieutenant-governor,  and  his  office  as  such  did  not  ex-v 
pire  with  his  term  of  senator;  that  he  continued  legally  to  perform  the  duties  of  lieuten- 
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ant-governor  up  to  the  period  when  the  term  of  Lieutenant-Grovemor  Dunn  would  have 
expired  had  lie  lived. 

By  the  law  of  the  State  the  legislature  was  to  be  organized  by  the  secretary  of  the  sen- 
ate and  the  clerk  of  tlie  house  of  representatives  of  the  last  legislature.  The  secretary 
of  state  is  tlirected  to  luruish  to  those  officers  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  senate  and  of 
the  house  returned  as  elected  by  the  legal  returning  board,  and  no  person  is  entitled  to 
take  a  seat  in  either  house  whose  name  is  not  Ibund  upon  such  list. 

On  tiie  day  lixed  ibr  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  in  extra  session,  Governor  Pinch- 
back  a])peared  in  the  senate,  took  tbe  chair  and  proceeded  to  the  organization  of  that 
body.  The  secretary  of  the  last  senate  produced  a  list  from  the  secretary  of  state  of  the 
newly  elected  senators,  and  fourteen  appeared  and  were 'sworn  in;  two  others  appeared  the 
next  (hiy,  and  were  admitted  to  their  j^ats  upon  taking  the  oath;  and  these  with  four- 
teen of  the  senators  holding  over  made  thirty  present  on  the  second  day.  Of  the  sixteen 
new  senatoi-s,  seven  were  returned  by  both  the  Lynch  and  De  Feriet  boards,  and  about 
their  election  there  was  no  dispute.  Four  others  were  returned  by  the  Lynch  board 
from  strong  ixepublican  distri(;ts,  in  which  the  regular  official  returns  had  been  thrown 
out  by  the  I)e  Feriet  board,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  about  whose  actual  election  by  the 
votes  cast  there  can  hardly  be  any  dispute. 

The  house  of  representatives  was  organized  by  the  clerk  of  the  last  house,  who  had  a 
list  of  the  members  Irom  th(i  secretary  of  state  returned  as  elected  by  the  Lynch  board; 
and  representatives  thus  returned  as  elected  appeared  and  were  sworn  in  to  the  number 
of  se\  enty-six.  Of  this  number,  forty-live  Avere  returned  as  elected  by  both  the  Lynch 
and  De  Feriet  boards,  and  about  their  election  there  is  no  dispute,  leaving  thirty-one 
who  were  returned  by  the  Lynch  board  only,  whose  election  was  disputed  by  the  De 
Feriet  board. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  speaker  and  other  officers,  and  the  two 
bodies  were  declared  to  be  duly  organized  according  to  law. 

Within  three  days  after  this  eleven  members  seceded  from  the  house,  and  six  members 
from  the  senate,  who  proceeded  to  Lyceum  Hall,  and  there,  in  connection  with  a  num- 
ber of  persons  who  had  been  returned  by  the  De  Feriet  board,  attempted  to  organize  a 
new  legislature,  which  we  will  disignate  as  the  "  McEnery  legislature."  This  pretended 
legislature  was  organized  by  the  admission  of  persons  who  were  not  returned  as  elected 
by  any  person  having  authority',  and  in  the  absence  of  those  lists  of  elected  members  to  be 
issued  by  the  secretary  of  suite  as  expressly  required  by  the  law.  It  did  not  meet  until 
three  days  atter  the  time  fixed  in  the  governor's  proclamation  lor  the  assembling  of  the 
legislature,  nor  at  the  jjlace  lixed  in  that  proclamation;  and  it  has  no  semblance  of  legal 
authority  in  any  respect,  but  rests  entirely  upon  the  unauthorized  and  unofficial  decla- 
rations that  the  persons  composing  it  were  elected  at  the  election  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber last. 

But  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  pursue  its  history  any  further,  as  in  my  opinion  it 
could  not  under  any  circumstances  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  legal  legislature  of  the 
State.  If,  after  the  legal  organization  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the 
United  States  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  Congress,  even  a  majority  of  the  lawfully  elected 
members  of  each  body  should  secede  from  it  and  go  to  the  city  hall  and  there  attempt 
to  organize  a  new  Congress,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  such  new  organization  could 
legally  become  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  By  such  act  they  might  disable  either 
House  from  doing  business;  Init  it  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  the  new  one  could  be 
received  as  the  legal  Congress.  The  proposition  that,  after  a  legislature  has  been  com- 
pletely organized,  it  is  in  the  power  of  seceding  members  to  form  a  new  one  which,  in 
contemplation  of  law,  can  take  the  place  of  the  first',  is  so  manifestly  unreasonable  that 
I  dismiss  the  claim  of  the  McFuery  legislature  from  further  consideration. 

After  the  legislature  became  duly  organized,  as  already  stated,  it  was  invested  with 
power  expressly  confi?rred  by  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  to  determine  the  qualifications 
and  elections  of  its  own  members.  This  is  in  its  nature  an  exclusive  power.  One  house 
cannot  divide  it  with  tin;  other,  nor  can  the  exercise  of  it  be  controlled  by  courts.  From 
that  time  each  house  has  the  exclusive  control  over  its  membership,  whether  in  the  re- 
tention of  old  members  or  in  the  admission  of  ncAV  ones.  If  in  the  original  organization 
a  number  of  persons  were  admittcMl  as  members  who  had  not  been  legally  elected,  but 
whose  names  were  on  the  list  of  persons  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  state  returned  as 
elected  ])y  the  proper  returning  board,  their  seats  were  liable  to  centest,  and  such  contest 
could  only  be  determined  by  the  house  of  which  they  claimed  to  be  members;  and  under 
no  circumstance  could  a  court  inquire  into  the  expulsion  of  a  member  of  either  house  or 
the  admission  of  a  new  one.  Such  a  power  has  never  been  recognized  in  any  State  or 
by  any  Federal  couit  in  regard  to  Congress.  If  a  quorum  in  each  house,  who  were  on 
the  list  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  state  as  having  been  returned  as  fleeted  by  the 
legal  retuniing  board,  take  their  seats  and  proceed  to  the  work  of  organization,  such 
organization  must  in  contemplation  of  law  be  held  to  be  legal. « 
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The  action  of  Congress  in  regard  to  Georgia  is  no  exception  to  this  principle.  That 
was  put  upon  the  ground  that  Georgia  had  not  been  fully  reconstructed,  and  that  the 
fundamental  conditions  upon  which  reconstruction  was  to  take  place,  as  prescribed  by 
Congress,  had  l>een  violated  before  the  work  of  reconstruction  had  been  conipletetl.  Bnt 
this  precedent  will  not  apply  to  the  case  of  any  State  which  has  l>een  fully  received  into 
the  Union  and  occupies  the  situation  of  other  States.  This  principle  that  each  house 
has  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  questions  touching  the  election  and  qualification 
of  its  members,  and  is  to  determine  for  itself  whether  a  lawful  quorum  is  present  to  do 
business,  is  so  well  established  that  it  has  l)een  holden  by  the  courts  in  all  the  States  in 
which  the  question  has  arisen,  as  well  as  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  validit3'  of  a  statute  cannot  be  impeached  by  a  plea  that  membc*rs  took  jiart  in 
its  enactment  who  were  not  lawfully  elected,  or  that  it  was  passed  in  the  absence  of  u 
lawful  quorum,  or  that  its  enactment  was  procured  by  bribeiy,  or  attended  by  other 
gross  irregularity. 

After  the  organization  of  the  two  houses  was  completed,  the  house  of  represeiitativ« 
passed  a  resolution  impeaching  Governor  Warmoth  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  of 
which  the  senate  was  notified,  and  then  a  joint  resolution  was  passed  by  Ijoth  house^t 
suspending  him  from  office  pending  the  trial.     This  devolved  the  duties  of  govenn»r, 
under  the  constitution,  upon  Lieutenant-Governor  Pinchback.     Early  in   I>cceml)er. 
Lieutenant-Governor  Pinchback,  acting  as  governor,  nominated  to  the  senate  for  con- 
lirmation  P.  H.  Morgan  for  associate  justice  of  the  s-upreme  court  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  W.  W.  Howe.     The  nomination  was  confinned;  but  J. 
H.  Kennard,  who  had  been  previously  appointed  by  Governor  Warmoth  to  GU  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Howe  and  not  confirmed  by  tlie  senate,  refused 
to  surrender  his  seat,  and  a  proceeding  was  instituted  by  Morgan  to  get  possession  of  the 
office,  which  was  carried  l>y  appeal  to  the  supreme  court,  and  on  the  31si  day  of  January 
the  supreme  court  decided  that  I*iuchback  was  lieutenant-governor,  and  by  the  impeacli- 
ment  of  Governor  AVarmoth  was  legally  acting  as  governor;  that  his  nomination  of 
Morgan  to  the  senate  for  associate  justice  was  in  accordance  with  law;  that  the  senate 
by  which  Morgan  was  confirmed  was  the  legal  senate  of  Ix>uisiana,  and  that  Moi^n 
was  entitled  to  take  his  seat  upon  the  bench.     The  legislature  during  its  extra  session, 
which  terminated  on  the  6th  of  January,  passed  a  number  of  laws  of  a  general  character, 
which  went  into  operation  and  were  recognized  by  the  courts  as  being  the  laws  of  the 
State,  and  among  them  one  abolishing  the  seventh  and  eight  district  courts  and  creating 
the  superior  district  court  of  New  Orleans,  which  court  was  duly  organize<l  and  is  in 
the  active  discharge  of  its  duties.     A  few  minutes  after  the  adjournment  of  the  extra 
session  the  regular  session  begjin,  as  provided  by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  the 
legislature  j)roceeded  to  the  business  of  the  session. 

Under  the  laws  of  Louisiana  the  life-time  of  a  legislature,  like  that  of  a  Congress,  is 
two  years,  and  when  once  it  is  organized  that  organization  extends  throughout  the 
period.  The  organization  at  the  beginning  of  the  extra  session  rendered  any  sulisequent 
one  unnecessary,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  regular  session  the  members  who  had  been 
admitted  at  the  extra  session  ai)peared  and  took  their  seats  without  further  qualification, 
and  by  the  rules  the  unfinished  business  of  the  extra  session  was  continued  in  the  reg- 
ular session  as  if  no  interregnum  had  taken  place.  Should  the  President  convene  an 
extra  session  of  Congress  in  the  month  of  March,  the  organization  of  the  House  of  Kep- 
resentiitives  theii  made  would  continue  through  the  Congress  just  as  if  it  was  made  at 
the  beginning  of  the  regular  session. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  an  act  was  passed  to  promote  the  speedy  trial  of  contests  Ibr 
judicial  offices,  the  validity  of  which  came  before  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Mor- 
gan vs.  Kennard,  and  in  regard  to  which  the  court  held  that  while  they  could  not  deter- 
mine judicially  the  persons  who  composed  the  legislature,  yet  that  they  could  take 
judicial  notice  of  the  body  constituting  the  legal  legislature,  and  that  the  law  in  ques- 
tion was  passed  by  the  legal  legislature.  This  legislature  has  continued  in  session  up 
to  this  time  engaged  in  general  and  special  legislation,  the  validity  of  which  is  recog- 
nized by  all  the  courts  of  the  State  and  generally  by  the  people. 

'  Louisiana  has  a  constitution  which  has  been  ratified  by  the  people;  a  code  of  laws 
enacted  by  her  legislature  from  time  to  time;  a  general  system  and  body  of  law  which 
is  recognized  and  adi^inistered  by  her  courts;  a  supreme  court  in  full  operation,  district 
and  sul)ordinate  courts  discharging  their  duties  without  obstruction  in  every  part  of  the 
State.  She  has  her  full  complement  of  parish  and  local  officers,  who  are  performing 
their  duties  without  resistance  or  interruption.  She  has  a  legislature  which  was  organ- 
ized under  the  forms  of  law,  the  meml>ers  of  which  were  declared  elected  by  a  tribunal 
which  has  been  pronounced  by  the  supreme  court  the  lawful  one  for  that  purpose,  and 
this  legislature  has  been  expressly  recognized  by  the  supreme  court  as  being  the  lawful 
legislature.  She  has  an  acting  governor  who  has  been  declared  elected  by  the  l^slature 
and  installed  in  office  under  the  forms  of  law.    It  cannot  be  said)  therefore,  that  Lou- 
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isiana  has  not  a  State  government,  and  that  the  government  is  tot  in  all  ontward  as* 
spects  legal  and  normal. 

The  late  insurrrectionary  States  at  the  end  of  the  war  were  without  governments  of 
any  kind.  They  were  without  governors,  legislatures,  courts,  State  or  subordinate  oflS- 
cers;  and  the  United  States  had  the  power  to  provide  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  State 
governments,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so.  The  broad  difference  between  the  condi- 
tion of  Louisiana  at  present  and  the  insurrectionary  States  at  the  end  of  the  war  must 
be  comprehended  by  all.  The  interference  of  the  United  States  at  that  time,  and  under- 
taking the  work  of  reconstruction,  was  a  constitutional  and  political  necessity.  The 
Constitution  declares  that  the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  each  State  a  republican 
form  of  government,  and,  by  generally  received  construction,  this  does  not  limit  the 
power  of  Congress  to  a  mere  inquiry  as  to  the  form,  but  it  is  construed  to  mean  as  if  it  read, 
''the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  each  State  a  government,  republican  in  its  form." 
Where  there  are  two  rival  governments  in  a  State,  Ck)ngress  must  tirst  ascertain  which  is 
the  legal  government  before  it  can  determine  the  question  whether  it  is  republican  in 
form;  and  if  there  be  no  legal  actual  government,  it  is  impoFsible  that  it  should  be  repub- 
lican in  form.  But  it  is  not  every  irregularity  in  a  State  government  that  will  destroy 
its  existence  or  impair  its  republican  or  legal  character.  A  State  government  consists 
of  too  many  constituent  parts  to  say  that  the  absence  of  the  governor  or  the  presence  of 
a  fraudulent  one  will  destroy  its  existence,  and*  the  Constitution  and  laws  have  provided 
the  machinery  by  which  the  intruder  may  be  expelled  and  the  lawful  governor  put  in 
his  place.  Should  the  legislature  be  broken  up  by  the  secession  or  resignation  of  a  majority 
of  its  members  leaving  it  without  a  quorum — which  has  happened  in  many  of  the 
States — that  would  not  destroy  the  existence  of  a  State  government;  or,  if  it  be  irregu- 
larly or  fraudulently  organized  by  the  admission  of  persons  as  members  who  were  not 
elected,  it  could  not  be  said  to  have  destroyed  the  existence  of  the  State  government.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  consider  how  many  of  the  ccmstituent  parts  of  a  State  government 
must  disappear  before  the  government  ceases  to  exist.  The  presence  of  governors  and 
State  officers  who  secured  their  offices  by  fraud  has  occurred  many  times  in  our  political 
history,  and  has  never  been  held  to  have  destroyed  the  existence  of  a  State  government 
or  its  legal  character.  And  we  know  that  there  have  been  numerous  instances  where 
State  legislatures  have  been  broken  up  by  the  resignation  of  members,  or  by  what  is 
commonly  called  "bolting,'*  and  yet  it  was  never  claimed  that  such  a  result  destroyed 
the  State  government  or  took  away  its  legal  character. 

The  theory  of  our  system  is  that  every  State  government  possesses  the  power  and  ma- 
chinery to  correct  the  wrongs  and  frauds  within  itself,  practiced  under  color  of  or  in  open 
violation  of  its  own  laws,  and  that  the  decision  of  its  own  tribunals,  created  by  its  con- 
stitution and  laws  for  such  purpose,  must  be  received  as  final.  When  the  constitution 
of  a  State  provides  that  each  house  of  its  legislature  shall  be  the  judge  of  its  election 
and  qualification  of  its  members,  full  faith  and  credit  must  be  given  to  their  action;  and 
should  the  Government  of  the  United  States  go  behind  their  action  to  inquire  whether 
the  members  have  been  lawfully  elected  to  the  legislature,  their  independence  would  be 
wholly  destroyed  and  the  validity  of  their  action  made  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  Con- 
gress. So,  when  the  laws  of  a  State  have  constitutionally  created  a  returning  board  to 
ascertain  who  are  elected  State  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature,  if  Congress  may 
go  behind  the  decision  of  that  board  and  inquire  whether  they  had  the  returns  before 
them,  and  whether  they  were  acting  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State,  the  elec- 
tion of  State  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature  would  be  placed  absolutely  under 
the  control  of  Congress. 

The  Constitution  says  that  **the  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two 
Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof,  for  six  years.  *  *  The  manner  of 
constituting  the  legislature  is  left  absolutely  to  each  State,  and  the  question  of  its  organiza- 
tion must  be  left  to  be  decided  by  such  tribunals  or  regulations  as  are  provided  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  State;  and  the  only  question  about  which  the  Senate  may  inquire 
in  determining  the  admission  of  Senators  is  whether  they  have  been  chosen  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State — that  legislature  recognized  by  the  State,  or  whose  organization  has  been 
accepted  by  other  departments  of  the  State  government.  Under  our  complex  system  of 
government  all  questions  of  the  organization  of  State  governments,  under  their  own  laws, 
must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  the  tribunals  in  such  States  created  for  that  purpose; 
and  when  such  decisions  have  been  made  they  must  be  accepted  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  in  their  dealings  with  such  States.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to  say  that 
in  a  particular  case  such  tribunals  will  or  have  decided  wrongfully.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  has  no  right  to  review  their  decisions  so  long  as  the  State  possesses 
a  government  republican  in  its  form. 

The  doctrine  that  all  questions  of  election  arising  exclusively  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  a  State  must  ]>e  left  to  the  settlement  and  determination  of  the  proper  tribu- 
nals created  by  the  State  for  the  adjustment  of  such  matters,  was  distinctly  recognized 
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by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Luther  vs.  Borden, 
growing  out  of  the  attempt  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  ovcrtnm  the  old  charter 
government  and  establish  a  new  one  in  its  stead.     In  that  case  the  Supreme  Court  said: 

''The  i>oint,  then,  raisfd  here  has  been  already  decided  by  the  courts  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  (juestion  relates  altojL^ether  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State;  and  the  well- 
settled  rule  in  Ibis  court  is  that  tin?  courts  of  the  United  States  adopt  and  follow  the 
decisions  of  the  State  courts  in  «iu(*^tions  which  concern  merely  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  a  State.  Ujwn  what  ground  could  the  circuit  court  of  the  L'uitetl  States^  which 
tried  this  case,  have  departed  from  this  rule  and  disregarded  and  overruled  the  decision 
of  the  courts  of  Iiho<le  island?  Undoubtedly  the  courts  of  the  United  States  have  cer- 
tain powers  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  which  do  not  belong 
to  the  State  courts.  Jiut  the  powerof  determining  that  a  State  government  hijs  been  law- 
fully established,  which  the  courts  of  the  State  disown  and  repudiate,  is  not  one  of  them. 
Upon  su«h  a  question  the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  bound  to  tbllow  the  decisions 
of  the  State  tribunals." 

But  Um  reason  for  the  rule  in  Luther  vf*.  Borden  is  much  stronger  in  this  case  than  in 
that.  In  that  case  there  was  au  attempt  to  set  up  a  new  constitution  over  the  old  char- 
ter under  which  it  was  claimed  tliut  a  new  2;ovemment  had  been  organized  throughont, 
involving  a  new  supnino  court,  as  well  as  legislature  and  State  officers.  l?ut  in  I^uisi- 
ana  there  is  but  one  constitution,  and  ])ut  one  supreme  court,  which  is  recognized  by  all 
parties,  and  no  attem])t  ma(l«^  to  set  up  another  in  its  stead,  and  the  only  question  is  as 
to  who  were  elected  State  olVners  and  members  of  the  legi.slature  under  the  recognized 
coastitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  of  which  the  supreme  court  must  necessarily  be  the 
final  arbiter. 

There  is  no  impeachment  of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana  presented  to  the  eoramittee 
or  to  the  country.  All  its  members  but  one  were  placed  \i\M)n  the  bench  in  1868,  before 
the  i)rer-ent  tr(ml>ks  arose,  and  hold  their  ollice  for  lour  years  longer;  and  although  iin- 
putatitms  have  been  ca'^t  \i\xm  its  action,  I  know  of  no  foundation  for  them,  and  it  is  not 
legitimate  for  Compress  to  make  an  inciuiry  into  its  motives.  The  power  and  duty  con- 
ferred upon  the  I'nited  States  by  the  fourth  article  to  guarantee  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  Ibrm  of  government  is  i)olitical  in  its  character,  and  not  subject  to 
revision  by  \ho.  judiciary;  but  when,  upon  in<juiry,  it  is  ascertained  that  a  State  has  an 
exi.'<ting  government  in  a<tive  operation,  which  is  not  obstructed  by  violence,  in  which 
each  department  is  mutually  recognized  by  the  other,  and  which  is  republicim  in  its 
form,  there  is  no  foundation  lor  the  intert'erence  of  Congress,  and  no  condition  to  which 
its  power  can  attach;  and  alth(»Uj[rh  its  ofiicers  may  have  been  elected  by  fraud  or  installed 
without  election,  yet  all.  (jUcstiDns  in  relation  to  them  must  necessarily  arise  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  and,  under  the  decision  in  Luther  vs.  Borden,  be  re- 
ferred lor  determination  to  the  tribunal  of  the  State. 

This  \vh«>Ie  allair,  on  both  sides,  is  unfortunate  and  painful,  and  if  Congress  could, 
without  exerci>ing  a  dangerous  p()\ver  and  establishing  a  perilous  precedent,  set  aside 
the  election  and  ])iovide  for  a  new  one,  with  security  that  it  should  l>e  fair,  it  would  l>e 
fur  more  satistactory  to  the  peoph^  of  the  whole  nation.  Murder  is  the  highest  crime; 
but  it  is  not  every  court  that  has  Jurisdiction  to  puni.sh  it;  and  one  court  cannot  assume 
such  jurisdiction  ui)ou  the  ground  that  another,  to  which  it  has  been  granted,  will  not 
])ro|Hirly  exercis<»  it:  and  Congress  has  not  the  jurisdiction  to  examine  and  rwlress  every 
great  wrong  that  may  take  \)U\(^^\  in  a  Slate.  Svhere,  by  the  con.stitu1ion  and  laws  of  a 
State,  legal  ninedics  arr  ])rovided  lor  the  redress  of  all  wrongs  that  may  take  place  in 
regard  to  elections,  it  would  hi-  incr)nsistent  with  the  indei>endence  and  integrity  of  the 
State  governments  lor  the  I'nited  States  to  interfere  and  assume  jurisdiction  upon  the 
gi'ound  that  the  State  tribunals  have  a<-t(»d  wrongfully  and  fraudulently,  or  wilfso  act. 
The  CJovernment  of  the  I'nited  States  is  not  a  Don  Quixote,  going  forth  to  hunt  up  and 
redress  all  the  wrongs  that  may  be  inllicted  upon  the  people  in  any  part  of  the  country; 
but  is  a  (jl(>vernment  limited  and  restrained  in  its  jurisdiction  by  the  charter  of  its  crea- 
tion, and  that  chart<r  distinctly  rtM-ognizcs  the  existence  of  State  governments  to  be  con- 
stituted legally  by  the  States  them.selvo.s,  subject  only  to  the  provision  of  the  higher  law 
that  thry  shall  be  republi<an  in  form.  This  doctrine  in  no  wise  recognizes  the  blood- 
stained theory  of  State  sovereignty,  which  has  been  the  evil  spirit  in  our  political  system, 
and  to  wjiich  the  i>ros<'nt  troubles  in  Louisiana  maybe  traced  back,  but  springs  from  the 
great  fact  that  theStates  have  a  va>t  body  of  rights  distinctly  guaranteed  and  recognized 
by  the  (Constitution  (►!"  the  United  Slates,  and  tliat  among  these  is  the  right  to  constitute 
their  own  legislatures,  and  determine  by  their  own  tribunals  thelegality  of  their  organi- 
zation. 

This  great  power  to  guarantee  to  each  Stale  a  republican  formof  goven^ment  is  intended 
only  for  the  liighest  and  most  solemn  occa>.ions.  If  it  is  invoked  for  every  disorder  in  a 
State,  it  must  result  in  the  absorption  of  the  State  governments  and  subvert  the  whole 
theory  and  plau  of  our  political  institutions.     While  we  are  a  nation,  in  which  alone  th« 
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sorereignty  resides,  yet  local  self-governments  which  preceded  the  ConstitatioA,  and  are 
recognized  and  continued  by  it  as  a  part  of  the  great  plan  of  political  salvation,  are  in- 
dispensable to  our  liberty,  progress,  and  happiness,  and  must  be  preserved.  It  should 
be  exercised  only  upon  well-deiined  principles,  in  cases  coming  clearly  within  their  limits, 
and  with  all  the  more  caution  because  it  is  political  in  its  character,  and  the  use  or  abuse 
of  it  cannot  be  reviewed  by  the  courts.  While  it  would  be  imprudent  to  attempt  to 
define  the  cases  that  come  within  its  scope,  it  may  be  safely  said  that  it  doe§  not  com- 
prehend a  disorder  in  a  State  arising  under  its  own  constitution  and  laws,  for  which  those 
laws  provide  remedies,  a  State  in  which  there  is  profound  peace,  and  in  which  the  State 
government  is  republican  in  its  form,  and  discharging^  its  functions  in  every  department 
without  interruption.  p]ven  in  cases  that  come  within  its  scope  it  should  not  be  exer- 
cised except  in  the  last  resort,  and  the  States  should  be  lelt  to  work  out  their  own  relief 
and  reformation  as  long  as  there  is  any  hope. 

There  is  a  government  in  Louisiana.  In  all  outward  aspects  it  is  legal  and  normaT. 
Profound  peace  prevails  throughout  the  State.  The  government,  through  the  courts  and 
through  its  legislature  and  administrative  officers,  is  operating  without  interruption  or 
hindrance.  Should  Cougress  determine  to  undertake  the  work  of  reconstruction,  it  must 
first  overturn  an  actually  existing  government  which  is  republican  in  its  form. 

The  conduct  of  Judge  Durell.  sitting  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  cannot 
be  justified  or  defended.  He  grossly  exceeded  his  j  urisdiction,  and  assumed  the  exercise 
of  powers  to  which  he  could  lay  no  claim.  The  only  authority  he  hiul  in  the  matter  grew 
out  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1870  to  enforce  the  fifteenth  amendment,  and  the  act  amend- 
atory of  that,  piissed  in  1871,  which  gave  to  the  courts  of  the  United  Stites  jurisdiction 
in  all  cases  in  law  and  eiiuity  arising  under  the  former  act.  Under  the  first  act  two 
classes  of  cases  might  arise:  First,  actions  to  enforce  the  rights  of  those  who  had  been 
illegally  denied  the  right  to  vote  upon  the  ground  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of 
servitude;  and  second,  actions  to  enforce  the  rights  of  those  who  had  been  deprived  of 
ofl&ce  by  reason  of  the  denial  to  persons  of  the  right  to  vote  on  account  of  race,  color,  or 
previous  condition  of  servitude;  and  suits  in  equity  ancillary  or  in  aid  of  these  rights 
of  action  would  come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
among  which  would  be  a  suit  to  perpetuate  testimou3\  But  the  pretense  that  in  a  suit 
to  perpetuate  testimony  the  court  could  go  beyond  the  natural  and  reasonable  jurisdic- 
tion to  decide  who  constituted  the  legal  returning  board  under  the  laws  of  I>ouisiana, 
and  to  enforce  the  rights  of  such  as  it  might  determine  to  be  members  of  that  board,  and 
to  enjoin  others  who  were  not,  is  without  any  foundation  in  law  or  logic. 

In  the  Antoine  case  Judge  Durell  not  only  assumed  to  determine  who  constituted  the 
legal  returning  board,  but  to  prescribe  who  should  be  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  legislature  and  to  enjoin  all  persons  from  taking  part  in  such  organization 
who  were  not  returned  by  the  Lynch  board  as  elected;  and  this  :ussumption  of  jurisdic- 
tion was  made  in  the  face  of  the  express  provision  in  the  act  of  1870  that  its  benefits 
should  not  extend  to  Ciindidates  for  electoi*s,  for  Congress,  or  for  the  State  legislature. 
His  order  issued  in  the  Kellogg  case  to  the  United  vStates  marshal  to  take  possession  of 
the  State-house  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  unlawful  asseni binges,  imder  which  the 
marshal  called  to  his  aid  a  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  as  a  posse  comitatus, 
can  only  be  characterized  as  a  gross  usurpation. 

It  was  not  for  the  United  States  mai*shal  or  for  the  President  to  review  the  decisions 
and  order  of  Judge  Durell,  and  determine  whether  he  had  exceeded  his  jurisdiction.  By 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  1870,  under  which  Judge  Durell  had  assumed  jurisdiction 
in  the  case,  it  is  declared  to  *'be  the  duty  of  all  marshals  and  deputy  marshals  to  aid 
and  execute  all  warrants  and  precepts  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  when  to 
them  directed;"  and  that  they  "shall  have  authority  to  summon  and  call  to  their  aid 
the  bystanders  or  posse  comitatus  of  the  i)roper  county,  or  such  portion  of  the  laud  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia,  as  may  be  necessixry  to  the  performance  of 
the  duty  with  which  they  are  charged." 

Under  this  authority  the  United  States  marshal  called  upon  the  general  in  command 
of  the  United  Stiites  troops  at  New  Orleans  for  a  detiichment  to  aid  him  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  orders  and  decree  of  the  court,  which  demand  was  com])lied  with. 

The  Constitution  enjoins  the  President  to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted,'-' and  this  involves  the  enforcement  of  the  orders,  decrees,  and  judgments  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States.  But  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1870  it  would  seem 
that  the  United  States  marshal  has  a  right  to  summon  upon  the  instant  a  portion  ol  the 
land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  without  previous  authority  from  the  President, 
to  enforce  the  orders  or  precepts  of  the  courts. 

But  conceding  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  .Fudge  Durell,  the  (juestion  arises  how  they 
affect  the  legal  rights  of  the  ])arties,  and  the  actual  status  of  the  Kellogg  government. 
The  Lynch  returning  board  has  been  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  to  be  the 
Jegal  one,  and  the  other  boards,  known  tis  the  Wharton,  the  De  Feriet,  and  the  Forman 
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boards,  to  have  been  withoat  any  antbority  whatever.  Has  the  legal  character  of  that 
board  l>een  impaired  or  vitiated  by  the  illegal  interference  of  Judge  Oorell  ?  Conceding 
that  interference  to  have  been  in  every  way  wrongful,  would  it  have  the  effect  to  vitiate 
the  title  of  the  Lynch  returning  lx)ard,  as  determined  by  the  supreme  conrt  of  the  Slate? 
I  think  not.  A  title  which  the  highest  legal  tribunal  has  declared  to  be  good  is  not  im- 
paired by  unlawful  interference,  even  by  violence  in  its  support.  And  the  case  stands 
thus:  That  the  bircuit  court  of  the  United  States  has  unlawfully  interfered  to  do  certain 
things  which  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  State  decides  to  be  lawful  and  proper  in  them- 
selves. The  supreme  court  of  the  State  having  held  that  the  legislature  was  the  lawful 
one  which  was  organized  by  the  admission  of  such  persons  only  as  were  returned  by  the 
Lynch  board  as  elected  members,  is  the  legality  of  that  organization  affected  by  the  fact 
that  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  interfered  to  prevent  the  organization  of  a 
legislature  by  persons  who  were  not  returned  as  elected  by  the  Lynch  board  ?  If  an 
officer  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  were  aided  by  a  mob,  the  performance  would  not 
be  made  illegal  by  the  presence  and  co-operation  of  an  unlawful  assemblage. 

The  Kellogg  government  is  a  fact,  and  its  legality  is  sustained  by  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals of  the  State,  and  it  is  in  active  operation  in  all  its  departments  without  actual  resist- 
ance anywhere.  The  McEnery  government  exists  only  on  paper.  McEntry  and  all 
those  claiming  office  under  it  have  never  been  returned  as  elected  by  any  person  having 
authority  under  the  laws  of  Louisiana. 

Every  offense  complained  of  on  either  side  in  this  case  was  against  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  Louisiana,  and  the  question  now  presented  broadly  is  whether  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  shall  interfere  to  correct  violations  of  the  laws  of  the  State  and  to 
redress  wrongs  for  which  redress  is  provided  by  the  State  tribunals. 

In  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  it  is  alleged  that  the  election  on  the  4th 
of  November  was  so  grossly  fraudulent  lus  to  make  it  void;  that  if  it  had  l>een  fair,  Kel- 
logg and  the  other  candidates  on  the  Republican  ticket  would  have  been  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  Without  concurring  in  the  opinion  that  the  election  was  void,  I  enter- 
tain no  doubt  that  it  was  an  organized  fraud  of  the  largest  dimensions,  and  that  a  decided 
miyority  of  .the  people  of  Louisiana  sympathize  with  the  Kellogg  government  and  ear- 
nestly desire  to  see  it  maintained. 

Should  Congress  declare  that  Louisiana  has  no  legal  State  government  and  provide  by 
law  for  a  new  election,  it  would  establish  a  precedent  for  overturning  State  governments 
and  setting  up  new  ones  under  which  the  government  of  every  State  would  be  at  the 
mercy  of  Congress  as  controlled  by  the  passions  or  exigency  of  parties. 

Deploring  this  condition  of  things  in  Louisiana,  and  earnestly  hoping  that  the  i>eople 
will  take  warning,  and  with  one  accord  insist  upon  honest  elections  and  the  £iithful 
observance  of  the  laws,  it  is  my  deliberate  judgment  that  it  is  better  for  them  to  bear 
the  ills  they  have  and  seek  reformation  and  relief  under  their  own  laws  and  tribunals 
than  to  invoke  the  National  Government  to  the  assertion  of  a  power  under  which  State 
governments  would  exist  hereafter  only  by  sufferance. 

VIEWS  OF   MR.    HILL. 

Assenting  as  I  do  in  the  main  to  the  correctness  of  the  statement  of  facts  touching 
the  recent  election  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  history  of  the  legal  proceedings 
connected  therewith,  as  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  commending  the 
just  though  severe  criticisms  of  a  judicial  tribunal  lor  its  improper  intervention,  I  am 
still  of  opinion  that  the  remedy  for  existing  evils  proposed  by  the  committee  is  of  ques- 
tionable expediency  and  not  the  most  effectual  method  of  restoring  order  and  quiet  to  a 
distracted  community. 

While  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  election  in  certain  parishes  was  not  conducted  with 
entire  lairness,  and  in  others  frauds  were  committed,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  ac^cording 
to  the  evidence  before  the  comniittee,  that  on  the  whole  the  election  was  as  fair  and 
certainly  as  peaceable  as  the  people  of  Louisiana  are  accustomed  to  hold.  Irregularities 
and  frauds  in  State  elections,  unfortunately,  are  not  of  rare  occurrence  lieyond  the  limita 
of  Louisiana.  The  intervention  of  a  judge  without  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  presented 
to  him  prevented  the  counting  of  the  election  returns  according  to  the  forms  of  law.  As 
it  is,  there  has  been  no  legal  count  of  the  returns. 

No  one  doubts  but  that  for  the  interposition  of  a  judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court  the  returns  of  the  election  would  have  been  counted  by  a,  board  of  canvassers  under 
the  laws  of  the  State,  and  that  a  result  would  have  been  reached,  at  least,  with  all  the 
appearances  of  regularity  in  which  a  majority  of  the  people  would  have  actiuiesced. 
Shall  the  unauthorized  act  of  thi.s  official,  conclenined  as  it  is  by  all  legal  minds,  be  per- 
mitted of  itself  to  reverse  the  expressed  will  of  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  Louisiana,  or 
at  least  a  majority  of  those  that  voted  ?    Surely  it  aumot  be  a  sound  principle  in  poli- 

tic9  or  ethics  that  an  ndmitte'd  u3urputioa  can  create  anything  mor^  Umo  a  gov^mmeat 
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de  facto.  To  assert  that  it  may  bring  into  existence  by  its  mere  recognition  a  govern- 
ment that  lives,  moves,  and  has  its  being  solely  by  such  adoption  is  to  declare  that  the 
usurping  tribunal  is  supreme  and  its  decisions  and  orders  are  irreversible.  What  boots 
it  to  rebuke  the  illegal  and  tyrannical  assumptions  of  a  judge  if  his  orders  and  decrees 
must  have  all  the  effect  he  designed  to  give  them?  Of  what  consequence  is  it  that  his 
violations  of  law  should  be  reviewed  and  censured  if  the  effect  is  the  same  as  though  he 
had  not  exceeded  his  jurisdiction  and  abused  the  authority  of  his  office?  It  would  seem 
to  be  an  act  of  supererogation  to  pause  to  wonder  at  the  fatuity  that  dictated  his  course, 
if  its  end  and  aim  are  to  stand  as  facts  accomplished.  In  the  light  of  policy  it  would 
seem  better  in  deciding  that  a  government  foully  and  fraudulently  set  up  by  the  fiat  of 
a  judge  shall  stand  because  it  is  a  de  facto  government;  that  no  discredit  should  be  cast 
upon  the  integrity  or  intelligence  of  the  magistrate.  It  certainly  cannot  commend  a 
State  government  to  those  who  are  to  live  under  it  to  inform  them  that  the  National 
Legislature,  after  a  thorough  examination  into  the  history  of  its  origin,  have  ascertained 
that  it  was  born  of  fraud  and  arrogated  power,  and  but  for  these  could  never  have  had 
existence. 

To  avoid  the  exercise  by  Congress  of  a  power  so  delicate  as  that  of  annulling  the  en- 
tire election  of  a  State,  embracing  the  highest  officials  and  parish  officers  of  every  grade, 
and  a  State  legislature  besides,  I  would  prefer  that  only  such  legislation  be  had  as  is 
necessary  to  preserve  order  and  resi)ect  for  law  in  the  State.  This  I  think  may  be  effected 
by  enacting  a  law  convening  by  name  the  members-elect  to  the  two  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature (whose  election  has  not  been  disputed  before  the  committee  by  the  contending 
partisans)  on  a  day  certain,  in  their  respective  chambers  in  the  Mechanic's  Institute  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  requiring  them  to  organize  their  said  houses  by  electing 
the  necessiiry  officers,  and  having  organized,  to  proceed  to  count  the  said  election  returns 
and  to  declare  the  result  of  such  count;  to  seat  only  such  members  as  may  appear  by 
said  returns  to  have  been  elected  to  the  particular  house,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  to 
announce  the  election  of  a  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  who  shall  thereupon  l)e 
inaugurated  for  the  terms  for  which  they  have  been  chosen  at  said  election,  and  who 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  required  of  them  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  State. 

JOSHUA  HILL. 

COMPENSATION  OF  MESSRS.  RAY  AND  M'MILLEN. 

Monday,  March  3, 1873. 

Mr.  West  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections: 

^^Bcsolvcdj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  pay  to 
John  Ray  and  W.  L.  McMillen,  each,  full  compensation  as  Senator  for  the  unexpired 
term  for  which  they  were  elected,  as  shown  by  their  respective  credentials,  until  the  4th 
of  March,  1873;  and  also  mileage.'* 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1873.] 

f 

Thursday,  March  13,  1873. 

Mr.  West  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

[Resolution  same  as  that  submitted  March  3,  given  above.] 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress.] 

Mr.  West  submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
to  Audit  and  Control  th«5  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate. 
[Resolution  same  as  that  submitted  March  3,  given  above.] 

•  Monday,  June  22,  1874. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  from  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  to  pay  John  Ray  and  William  L.  Mc- 
Millen compensation  as  Senators  from  the  Stateof  Louisiana,  submitted  a  report  (No.  476), 
Accompanied  by  the  following  resolutioii;  which  was  ordered  to  b©  printed. 

fReaolution  found  »t  cod  of  report.] 
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KICIHJKT  OK  COMMITIEE.* 

[The  committee  consiMtil  of  Missrs.  Morton  (clmirman).  Carpenter,  Logan,  Alcom, 
Anthony,  Mitdull,  Wadk'i^^h,  lliuiiilton  of  Muiylaml,  and  Saulsbnry.] 

In  Tin:  Sknate  of  the  Umted  STATt>;. 
.IiN'E  'J'J,  l?^7-l. — OnliTi'd  to  be  priuteil. 

Mr.  Carpenter  siibmitted  tin'  loUovvin;^  reiK>rt: 

The  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  tlu'Continj^ent  Expi-nses  ofthe  S<*nate,  to  whom 
wjLs  reterre<i  tlu'  rexjlutiou  olVered  by  Senal«>r\Vest,  a**  Ibllows:  "/.V.so/fv^/,  Tliat  theStti- 
rt^tarv  of  the  Srnat<>  Im*.  and  he  is  herebv.  direeted  to  tuv  John  h'av  and  William  L. 
MeMilleii.  wuh.  full  conipensiiiion  as  Senator  for  the  un«*xj>ir«-d  term  for  whieh  tliey  wt'iv 
eleeted,  as  shown  by  their  respeetixe  eredeutiaU,  until  the  -Ith  of  March,  l^i'Ii,''  Huhmit 
the  followiii;:  rejiort: 

Owin;^  to  the  f:ut  that  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  1*^7*J  and  H7!J.  there  were  two 
iMHlies  elaiinin;;  to  lie  the  lr;ji>I;itiire  of  that  Mat*',  one  known  a<  the  Mel'nery  and  the 
other  as  the  Kell«>L'i:  it't;i-lature,  .Inlm  l.'ay  and  William  L.  MeMiilrn  eaeh  eiaimeil  the 
seat  made  xacaiit  in  the  Senate  by  the  i(<«i;:nation  of  iloii.  William  W  KelIo>;^,  aud 
uplN'ared  anil  ]»rc>tnt'M|  tb<  ir  en  deiiiials  to  tiie  Senate,  and  attnidi'd  beft>re  tliel'omniit- 
tee  on  I'rivilejres  and  Llerii«)ns,  rhari:rd  w  ith  the  inve««ti«^atiiin  of  their  elaims.  The 
committee  reportrd  a;:ain-«t  .statin;:;  either  of  them,  hut  both  had  ineuired  exjieiisi'M  in 
the  ]>ros4M-ution  of  thi-ir  <  laiiii^. 

I»y  anali»;:y  to  the  preei'<h'nt.s  of  the  Senate,  your  eummittee  aie  nf  opinion  that  lioth 
li'av  and  MiMilleii  would  b<-  eiititli'd  tn  the  silarv  of  a  Senator  Imm  the  time  of  their 
ele<-tion  until  the  dispo-^ition  <»f  th«ir  riainis  p-^pi-rtivi-ly  by  tht- Senate:  but  revranlinK 
this  pnredi'Ut  as  \  iiious,  yoiir  eniniiiittee  rei-omnieud  the  athiptinn  of  the  luUowin^ 
resolution: 

"  I»i  .-'itl  I,  li .  That  thea<tnal  «xiMn>e-j  nre«  s^nilv  iinurn  d  bv  .b»lin  L'av  and  William 
L.  MeMilleii,  riaimants  to  a  M-if  in  tin-  Smate  from  th»-  State  of  Louisiana  in  the  Korty- 
seeoufl  ('nn;:re».  in  pie>«ntiiii:  their  i««;pj  tinr  riaini-  to  a  si-.it  in  |]n«  S»nate,  lN>|viidout 
of  the  (Miiitinv^ent  I'lind  of  thi' Sniate.  which  expenses  s)):i]l  In*  promteil  iteniizi'd  and 
\eritiid  bv  the  oath  iif  the  Slid  K'av  and  MiMillrii  ieopicti\eh'.  and  the  amounts  shall  be 
audited  by  the  Committei'  lo  Audit  and  Control  the  ('ontin;:ent  LxiH-uses  of  the  Senate. 

[I'irst  x-^'.ii.n  «»t"  tin*  I'nrty-fouith  ('i»nLMis>  | 

Mr.  West  submin«'d  thr  toUnwin*/  r«»»o!utiMn;  whirhwas  n-fi-rrcd  to  the  Committee  to 
Audit  ami  <  'oiitiid  tin-  t  'oni  in^iiii  I  !\pi-;i-"  s  i.f  thi*  >i  n;ite: 

"litsti/r*ii,  Th:it  tin-  t'liniinittiM-  on  < '«»n!  iic-'i-nt  l!\|Hii-.f  s  In*  in^tvn<'tid  to  reiNirt  what 
amount.-^  of  conipi-iis  iiion,  it'any.  an-,  in  th«-:r  (ipininn.  dnr  lo  t  hf  i*  ^\>t  cti\e  elUltl*^tanta, 
William  L.  MrMillm  :iiid  .bilui  l,'.i\ .  il.iiroiini-.  to  .1  «i  :ii  in  :hi- >•  ii.itr  fi»r  th**  unoxpirod 
tiTDl  of  Willi. iin  I'  Kiiio'^u.  ainl  to  \\iil..ir!i  L.  MrMiHen  :is  ilaiinant  li«  retofore  to  A 
M-at  in  the  S«nati>  fi>i  tin-  ti mi  conniu  in  in;^  M.m  It  I.  I^Tll. '* 

N\  r  1  'M.  - 1  "A  Y .  J  it/ If  \  1  <H\. 

Mr.  W«-'>t  subniitt«d  tin-  tuilowini^  w -olution;  ^\h:il)  wis  tun^nbiid  by  unanimooa 
<i»n»«cnt.  and  a^riMl  to: 

"/•'f-''^"/.  Til  It  rhi' I  |.iiiii<  of  Wiri 'III  I  ^!•  Mil',  n  .>:  :|  .lohn  li'.<.v.  i->int«  ^tantsfor  the 
M*al  vacatnl  by  the  n  sI'^ii.iIiuti  m  \Viil>.t:ii  I'  l\<  !lo:'j.  a  ^1  u.itor  liniii  Louisiana,  for  paj 
ami  mih-.ii:!-  as  >•  n.itoi->  |.ir  thi  iinrvpiii  •!  ;•  1  :a  n..i  .•  •!  In-  ii  Ni  (nl  to  the  Coniinittcc  00 
IVivile^rs  .umI  Llt-iiit'Us 

[.•^^emnt!  si*-|.i;i  #ii    ;;.i    Li-l  tV-foiM  th  ('onjir«-.v*.  ] 

Mr.  We^t  siibniitii  d  tin- iMiow  III::  I- -■•I  .'  -in  fn  1  o!i-idi  la'ion: 

"/i'f 'if./r-,  1/,  Th.tt  .lohn  l.'av.  •  l.iiin  it.;  t>>i  ;hi  >>.it  in  thi- >!  natf  \aeati  d  liy  the  rrAifSnA- 
tion  of  William  I*.  !<•  Ilo.j.  I.Cf  >i  n  it<ii  •  !  !.«i:i;»..t:i.t.  b>>  p.td  tin-  stun  uf  ^l,3vM).14  out 
of  the  eontimteut  fuml  ot  thi-  .*s  :i  it> 

[S«-iiin«l  -n -^^ioii  ol  tin    liiilx  liitli  t'oniire^-i.  ]  ^ 

Ti  Ispw,  January  l.'»,  IS7H, 

Mr.  Kell«>:r::  **ubniitted  tin-  follow  11  ^  ii--..bi!:<in.  wbiih  w.:>  n-ft  rru'l  to  the  Committee 
on  ri'iMli-u«-(  and  Lliriiou- 

•  *A*« .■«•»/ ^.'^  That  till"  St- n  t.iiy  of  th-  '^'U  iti-  >»•.  ;ind  In-  i*  In  Ji-bv.  direettnl  l«  pay  ont 

*T)^eu  from  8viwlc  iU'iNirbi,  Ul  was.  i^  Cuui;.,  Nu.  i;0. 
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of  the  coDtingent  fund  of  the  Senate  fall  compensation  and  mileage  as  Senators  to  John 
Kay  and  William  L.  McMillen  for  the  unexpired  term  of  William  P.  Kellogg  in  the 
Forty-second  Congress." 

Friday,  March  22,  1878. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Kellogg  January  15,  1878,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  pay  to  John  Kay  and  William  L.  McMillen  the  compensation  and  mileage  of 
Senators  for  the  unexpired  term  of  William  P.  Kellogg  in  the  Forty-second  Congress, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment,  and  submitted  a  report  (No.  182)  thereon. 

REPOET  OF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Wadleigh  (chairman),  Mitchell,  Cameron  of  Wuh 
consin,  McMillan,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Hill.] 

In  the  Senate  op  the  United  States. 
March  22,  1878. —Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  resolution 
to  pay  John  l^y  and  William  McMillen  compensation  and  mileage,  report  as  follows: 

The  full  term  of  W^illiam  P.  Kellogg,  Senator  from  Louisiana,  expired  March  3,  1873. 
He  resigned  January  13,  1873. 

At  the  last-named  date  there  were  two  bodies  in  Louisiana  claiming  to  be  the  legal 
legislatures  of  that  State.  One  of  these  bodies  elected  John  Ray  to  till  the  uuexpi^d 
term;  the  other  elected  William  L.  McMillen.  Their  respective  credentials  in  due  form 
were  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  22d  day  of  January ,  1873.  Those  of  John  Ray  were 
certified  to  by  William  P.  Kellogg,  governor;  those  of  William  L.  McMillen  were  certi- 
fied to  by  John  McEnery.  Both  sets  of  credentials  were,  on  the  day  of  their  presentation 
to  the  Senate,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1873,  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  reported — 

1.  That  there  is  no  State  government  at  present  existing  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

2.  That  neither  John  Kay  nor  W.  L.  McMillen  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate, 
neither  having  l)een  elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  first  proposition  was  submitted  by  the  committed  to  the  Senate  by  virtue  of  a  res- 
olution pasvsed  January  16, 1873,  in  the  following  terms: 

"jKcso/rec/,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  instructed  to  inquire 
and  report  to  the  -Senate  whether  there  is  a  legal  State  government  in  Louisiana,  and 
how  and  by  whom  it  was  constituted." 

As  part  of  the  committee's  report  of  February  20,  1873,  a  bill  was  submitted  ordering 
an  election  in  Louisiana.  This  measure  was  considered  at  great  length  by  the  Senate, 
and  was  rejected  February  27,  1873.  A  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table 
JSIaich  1,  1873. 

No  decision  was  ever  made  by  the  Senate  of  the  question  whether  there  was  or  was 
not,  at  the  time  specified,  a  legal  State  government  in  Louisiana,  but  the  Senate  rejected 
the  bill  ordering  a  new  election  to  be  held  in  lx>uisiana. 

The  second  proposition  submitted  by  the  committee,  that  neither  Ray  nor  McMillen 
were  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  was  never  acted  upon  by  the  Senate,  as  the  term  for 
which  they  claimed  to  be  elected  expired  without  the  question  having  been  considered. 

Throughout  the  investigation  made  by  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  of  the  afllurs  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  both  Kay  and  McMillen 
were  in  constant  attendance,  aiding  the  committee  by  their  knowledge  of  the  case  and 
by  their  testimony  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  uiK)n  it. 

In  the  Forty-third  Congress  a  resolution  that  Kay  and  McMillen  be  paid  as  Senators 
for  the  unexpired  term  to  which  they  were  elected  was  referred  to  the  Committee  to 
Audi  t  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  Carpenter,  of  Wisconsin, 
who  made  the  report  on  the  Louisiana  case  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses.  He  submitted  the 
following  leport  upon  the  rCvSolution  giviug  compensation: 

"•  Owing  to  the  fact  that  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  1872  and  1873,  there  were  two 
bodies  claiming  to  be  the  legislature  of  that  State,  one  known  as  the  McEnery  and  the 
other  as  the  Kellogg  legislature,  John  Ray  and  William  L.  McMillen  each  claimed  the 
seat  made  vacant  in  the  Senate  by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  William  P.  Kellogg,  and 
appeared  and  presented  their  credentials  to  the  Senate,  and  attended  before  the  Com- 

*  Taken  from  Senate  lieports,  2d  sess.  45th  Cong.,  No.  182. 
S  E  C 31 
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tnittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  charged  with  the  investigation  of  their  claims.  The 
committee  reported  against  seating  either  of  them,  bat  both  had  incurred  expenses  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  claims. 

"By  analogy  to  the  precedents  of  the  Senate,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  both 
Ray  and  McMillen  would  be  entitled  to  the  salary  of  a  Senator  from  the  time  of  their 
election  until  the  disposition  of  their  claims  respectively  by  the  Senate;  but  regarding 
this  precedent  as  vicious,  your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution: 

'*  *  Ecsotied^  That  the  actual  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by  John  Ray  and  William  I-^ 
McMillen,  claimants  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  the  Forty- 
second  Congress,  in  presenting  their  respective  claims  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate;  which  expenses  shall  be  presented  itemized 
and  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  said  Ray  and  McMillen  respectively,  and  the  amounts 
shall  be  audited  by  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate.*" 

No  action  was  ever  had  by  the  Senate  upon  this  recommendation ;  it  was  not  made 
until  eighteen  months  after  the  respective  credentials  were  presented.  The  claimants 
to  the  seat  could  not  have  been  expected  to  preserve  an  account  of  items  of  their  ex- 
penditure, nor  could  they  have  anticipated  that  a  proposition  would  be  submitted  so 
entirely  at  variance  with  the  idea  of  compensation  attending  Senatorial  service,  and  so 
contrary  to  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Senate. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Forty-third  Congress 
was  entirely  familial'  with  the  claims  of  Ray  and  McMillen.  He  made  the  report  from 
that  committee  that  they  were  entitled  to  compensation,  but  he  proposed  an  innovation 
upon  the  precedents  of  the  Senate  in  the  manner  of  that  compensation.  The  proposi- 
tion to  change  the  usages  of  the  Senate  did  not  meet  with  favor,  and  by  the  action  had 
upon  the  cases  of  Mr.  Pinchback,  of  Louisiana,  and  of  Mr.  Sykes,  of  Alabama,  occur- 
ring and  passed  upon  subsequently,  the  Senate  confirmed  its  uninterrupted  usage.  In 
acting  upon  the  two  last-cited  cases  the  Senate  stipulated  "that  in  no  case  shall  any 
pay  be  allowed  to  a  Senator  to  begin  earlier  than  the  date  of  his  election  or  appoint- 
ment." 

Upon  the  foregoing  I'acts  we  are  of  opinion  that  each  of  the  contestants  was  justified 
in  making  the  contest  for  the  seat.  If  the  usage  of  the  Senate  in  such  cases  be  followed 
each  should  be  allowed  the  sum  of  $1,334.67,  being  the  amount  of  compensation  and 
mUeage  from  the  date  of  his  alleged  election  to  the  end  of  the  term.  But  w^e  do  not 
recommend  such  an  allowance,  but  prefer  to  allow  to  each  claimant  only  his  actual  and 
reasonable  expenses  incurred  in  making  the  contest. 

Under  the  circumstances,  however,  it  would  be  clearly  unjust  to  require  of  the  claim- 
ants an  itemized  account  of  such  exi)enses.  They  allege  that  they  kept  no  such  account, 
relying  on  the  unbroken  usage  of  the  Senate  to  allow  salary  and  not  compensation,  and 
that  they  cannot  now  furnish  either  items  or  vouchers.  It  appears,  however,  that  each 
of  these  gentlemen  traveled  from  New  Orleans  to  "Washington,-remained  here  more  than 
a  month,  laying  aside  all  other  business,  and  wholly  devoting  himself  to  this  contest. 
The  question  required  an  elaborate  and  thorough  examination  of  the  history  of  the  Lou- 
isiana election  and  the  claims  of  the  rival  State  governments.  In  this  examination  the 
contestants  acted  as  counsel,  and  rendered  a  service  in  which,  if  they  had  employed  other 
suitable  counsel,  they  might  properly  pay  a  largo  fee,  which  should  be  reimbursed  by 
the  Senate. 

On  the  whole,  we  recommend  the  payment  to  each  of  the  sum  of  $1,000,  which  is  con- 
siderably less  than  the  salary  and  mUeage,  and  is  a  moderate  estimate  of  the  actual  cost 
and  expense  incurred  by  each. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  resolution  be  amended  by  substituting  therefor  the 
following,  and  that,  so  amended,  the  same  be  adopted:  Strike  out  all  after  thewonls 
** contingent  fund  of  the  Senate"  and  insert  "the  sum  of  $1,000  each  to  John  Ray  and 
William  L.  McMillen,  as  full  compensation  for  their  expenses  as  contestants  for  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  for  the  unexpired  term  of  William  P.  Kellogg  in  1873^" 

Wednesday,  March  27,  1878. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Kellogg  January  15,  1878,  to  pay  John  liiiy  and  William  L.  McMillen  compensation 
and  mileage  as  Senators  from  Louisiana;  and  the  nmeudment  reported  by  theCi>nunittee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  having  been  agreed  to, 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  as  follows: 
^'^HcHohrdj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  pay  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  the  sum  of  $1,000  each  to  John  Ray  and  William  L. 
McMillen,  as  full  compensation  for  their  expenses  as  contestants  lor  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  William  P.  Kellogg  in  1873," 
-It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  51,  nays  7. 


THE  LOUISIANA  CASES,    1873-80.  483 

On  motioii  by  Mr.  Cockrell,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present) 

Those  who  voted  in  the  afiftrmatiye  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Armstrong,  Bailey, 
Blaine,  Booth,  Bmce,  Bumside,  Bntler,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin, 
Chaffee,  Conkling,  Conover,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Dorsey,  Eustis,  Ferry,  Gar- 
land, Gordon,  Grover,  Hamlin,  Hereford,  Hill,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Florida, 
Keman,  Kirkwoo^,  lAmar,  McCreery,  McMillan,  Matthews,  Maxey,  Merrimon,  Mitchell, 
Morgan,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Randolph,  Rollins,  Sanlsbury,  Saunders,  Spencer, 
Teller,  Thnigtian,  Windom,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cockrell,  Coke,  Eaton,  McDonald,  Sargent, 
Wallace,  and  Whyte.  ^ 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2053-2056  of  the  Congressional  Record,  volume  7,  part 
3,  2dsess.  45th  Cong.] 


McMILLEN  vs.  PINCHBACK  (MARR  and  EUSTIS). 
Contest  for  seat  for  term  beginning  March  4,  1873. 

Tuesday,  January  21,  1873. 

Mr.  West  presented  the  credentials  of  Pinckney  B.  S.  Pinchback,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing 
March  4, 1873. 

Ordered,  Tlmt  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Monday,  March  3,  1873. 

The  Vice-President  presented  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  signed  by  John  McEnery  as  gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana,  notifying  him  of  the  election  of  W.  L.  McMillen  as  a  Senator  from 
that  State;  and, 

Objection  having  been  made  by  Mr.  West  to  the  reception  of  the  dispatch. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  the  question  of  the  reception  of  the  dispatch  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  2147  of  the  Congressional  Globe,  part  3,  3d  sess.  42d 

Cong.] 

******* 

Mr.  Schurz  presented  the  memorial- of  W.  L.  McMillen,  praying  that  the  Senate  may 
take  notice  of  his  election  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  com- 
mencing March  4,  1873. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Friday,  March  7,  1873. 

Mr.  West  presented  the  credentials  of  William  L.  McMillen,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  Louisiana  for  the*  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4,  1873;  which 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on 'the  table  and  be  printed. 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress.] 

Thursday,  December  4,  1873. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  and  W.  L.  McMillen,  claiming 
seats  as  Senators  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Monday,  December  15,  1873. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  and  W.  L.  McMillen,  claiming  seats  in  the  Senate 
as  Senators  from  Louisiana,  reported  that  the  committee  were  evenly  divided  upon  the 
question  as  to  whether  Mr.  Pinchback  is,  upon  his  credentials,  entitled  to  be  sworn  in 
as  a  member,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 

and  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  determination  of  the  Senate. 

******* 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed: 
^^fikolved,  That  the  credentials  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
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United  States  for  six  years,  commeDciDg  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873,  being  in  regnlar  form, 
he  is  entitled  under  the  law,  and  in  conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  Senate,  to  be  SAvom 
in  as  a  member;  and  that  whatever  grounds  of  contest  there  may  be  as  to  bis  right  to  a 
seat  should  be  made  thereafter."  ^ 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  189-191  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  parti.] 

Tuesday,  December  16,  1873. 

On  motion  by  Mi.  Morton,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  de- 
claring P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  or  Louisiana. 
After  debate, 

Orderedy  That  the  said  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  220-228  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  1.  ] 

Monday,  January  12,  1874. 

Mr.  West  presented  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of 
Louisiana,  expressive  of  confidence  in  Hon.  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback,  claiming  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  as  Senator  from  that  State. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  January  20,  1874. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolntion  for  consideration;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  be  instructed  to  investigate  the  circumstances  attending  the  election 
of  said  Pinchback  to  a  seat  in  this  body." 

Monday,  January  26,  1874. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolntion  sub- 
mitted by  him  on  the  15th  December  last,  viz: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873,  being  in  regular 
form,  he  is  entitled  under  the  law,  and  in  conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  Senate,  to 
be  sworn  in  as  a  member;  and  that  whatever  ground  of  contest  there  may  be  as  to  hia 
right  to  a  seat  should  be  made  thereafter. ' ' 

Mr.  Morton  having  modified  his  resolution  to  read  as  follows: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  and  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  said  Pinchback  in  connection 
with  said  election," 

After  debate,         " 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  to  Wednes- 
day next  at  1  o'clock. 

[The  detate  is  found  on  pages  913-921  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  January  27,  1874. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McCreery, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  of  W.  L.  McMillen,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as 
Senator  from  'the  State  of  Louisiana,  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Thubsday,  January  29,  1874. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Carpenter  to  postpone  the  fhrther  consideration  of  the  unfinished 
business,  and  that  the  Senate  resume  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Morton  on  the  15th  December  last,  and  modified  by  him  on  the  26th  instant  to  read 
as  follows: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persooB 
and  papers,  and  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  said  Pinchback  in  connec- 
tion with  said  election," 

Pending  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
bosiuess. 
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Fbiday,  January  30,  1874. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  of  the  last  two  days,  including  a  speech  by  Mr.  Carpenter,  is  found  on  pages 
1036-1058  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  2.  Mr.  Morton's  speech  is  found  on 
pages  41-43  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii.  Appendix.] 

Monday,  February  2,  1874. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  llOd-1111  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  2. 
Mr.  Morton's  speech  is  found  on  pciges  43-48  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii.  Ap- 
pendix.] 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress.} 

Wednesday,  December  16,  1874. 

The  Vice-Pn  sident  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  W.  L.  McMillen  requesting  the 
speedy  action  of  the  Senate  upon  his  credentials  as  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Wednesday,  December  23, 1874. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed: 

''  Mesolvedj  That  the  Senate  recognize  the  validity  of  the  credentials  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinch- 
back  as  certified  to  by  Governor  William  P.  Kellogg,  of  Louisiana,  under  the  seal  of  said 
State;  and  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  are  instructed  to  examine  and  re- 
port if  said  Pinchback  is  entitled  to  be  admitted  on  the  prima  facie  case  thus  made,  or 
if  such  admission  should  be  postponed  until  investigation  is  made  as  to  the  charges  of 
corruption  in  his  election  alleged  against  him.'' 

Friday,  January  22,  1875. 

Mr.  West  presented  the  credentials*  of  Pinckney  B.  S.  Pinchback,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  expiring  March  3,  1879;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials,  together  with  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  contested 
seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Saturday,  February  6,  1875. 

Mr.  West  presented  a  memorial  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback,  praying  speedy  and  definito 
action  upon  his  credentials  as  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Monday,  February  8,  1875. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  credentials  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback,  by  unanimous  consent  submitted  a  report  (No.  626), 
accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

**  Resolved,  That  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  admitted  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana for  the  term  of  six  years  beginning  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  1063  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iii,  part  2.] 

REPORT  OF  CO>niITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Morton  (chairman),  Carpenter.  Logan,  Alcorn, 
Anthony,  Mitchell,  Wadleigh,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  and  Saulsbury.J 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Ffbruary  8, 1875. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report:  , 
The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  which  were  referred  the  credentials  oi 

*  a  copy  of  the  credentials  is  found  on  page  647  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iij,  part  1. 
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R  £.  S.  Pinchback  lor  a  seat  iu  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Lonisiana,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  submit  the  following  report: 

That  the  certificate  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  then  and  now  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  which  certificate  is  verified  by  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  shows  that  on 
the  17th  day  of  January,  1873,  the  Hon.  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  years,  beginning  on  the  4th  March,  1873, 
by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  in  manner  and  form  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress 
regulating  the  elections  of  Senators  of  the  United  States.     Upon  this  certificate  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Pinchback  has  a  prima  facie  title  to  admission  as  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  that  whatever  objections  may  exist,  if  any,  as  to  the  manner 
of  his  election  or  as  to  the  legal  character  of  the  body  by  which  he  was  elected,  should 
be  inquired  into  afterward. 
The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 
Beaolved,  That  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  admitted  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisi 
ana  for  the  term  of  six  years  beginning  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873. 

Ix  THE  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Febeuaby  11,  1875. — Ordered  to  be  printed  to  accompany  Report  No.  626. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  beg  leave  to 
submit  their  views  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  as  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  importance  that  the  subject  has  attained  by  reason  of  the  complications  which 
now  surround  it  impress  it  with  a  gravity  not  hitherto  surpassed  by  any  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Government.  We  feel  it  to  be  a  proper  occasion  to  give  our  reasons 
for  the  course  which  our  convictions  of  what  is  due  alike  to  this  body,  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  and  to  the  whole  country  impel  us  to  pursue. 

The  resolution  to  be  reported  by  the  committee  to  the  Senate  for  its  consideration  is 
as  follows: 

'^Eesolved,  That  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  admitted  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Loa- 
isiana  for  the  term  of  six  years  beginning  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873." 

The  certificate  upon  which  this  resolution  is  based  is  as  follows: 

State  of  Louisiana,  Executive  Depaetmknt, 

New  Orleans^  January  15,  1873. 

I,  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  do  hereby  certify  that 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-three,  Pinckney  B.  S.  Pinchback  was  duly  elected  by  the  general  assembly 
of  this  State  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  full  term 
of  six  years  from  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
three. 

Giveii  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  State  this  fifteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  ninety-seventh. 

WM.  P.  KELLOGG. 

By  the  governor: 

[seal.]  p.  G.  DESLONDE, 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  power  of  the  Senate  under  section  5,  article  1  of  the  Constitution,  to  "judge  of 
the  election,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members"  is  absolute  and  unlimited. 

The  object  in  this  case  is  to  seat  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  upon  this  certificate  alone,  irre- 
spective of  his  election,  and  which  in  effect  for  the  present  excludes  any  consideration 
of  the  election  itself. 

It  may  be  admitted  that  the  general  practice  has  been  to  admit  the  person  chosen  as 
a  Senator  to  his  seat  upon  credentials  sufiBiciently  authenticated  either  by  the  legislature 
or  the  governor  of  the  State,  subject  of  course  to  any  contest  that  mi^t  be  thereafter 
prosecuted  in  respect  to  his  right  to  the  seat.  The  credentials  in  themselves,  it  will  be 
conceded,  have  no  substantial  value.  It  is  the  election,  )Euid  the  election  alone,  that 
gives  to  the  person  chosen  the  right  to  be  a  Senator. 

The  certificate  of  the  governor  of  a  State  directed  to  be  given  by  the  act  of  OongresB 
approved  July  25,  1866,  upon  the  election  of  a  Senator,  is  but  the  certificate  of  a  fiict 
upon  which  the  official  existence  of  the  person  chosen  depends.  It  gives  to  it  no  force 
whatever,  and  without  it  the  election  is  just  as  good.    It  is  merely  one  of  the  evidenooi 
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of  the  election  in  a  solemn  form,  and  to  which  due  respect  shonld  always  be  paid.  In 
the  act  referred  to  there  is  nothing  said  as  to  what  ^ect  shonld  be  given  to  such  a 
certificate.  It  has,  however,  been  generally  regarded  a^  sufficient  in  itself  to  presume 
A  lawful  election  of  the  person  represented  by  it  to 'be  chosen.  It  is  most  certainly 
appropriate  that  this  act  did  not  define  the  force  of  such  a  certificate.  It  prescribes 
a  duty  that  the  governor  might  or  might  not  observe.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  for  the  election  of  Senators  by  the  legislatures  of  the  States.  This  is 
their  absolute  right.  Congress  may  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  choosing  Senators, 
and  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject  is  limited  to  this  only.  The  right  of  choos- 
ing Senators  belongs  to  the  legislatures  alone,  and  such  election  is  alone  in  all  cases  of 
inquiry  to  be  determined  by  its  records.  The  governor  is  not  known  in  the  election ; 
no  duty  is  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Constitution  in  respect  to  it,  or  in  respect  to  its 
authentication.  The  legislature,  to  which  is  alone  confided  the  high  trust  of  choosing 
Senators,  can  speak  through  its  own  organization,  its  own  officers,  and  its  own  acts,  as 
its  official  record  will  show. 

The  right  of  election  is  sacred ;  the  right  of  having  this  election  determined  by  its  own 
record  is  equally  sacred;  for  it  might  be  that  if  other  independent  departments  of  the 
Government,  as  the  executive,  for  example,  possessed  the  right  or  power  of  authentica- 
tion in  the  election  of  a  Senator,  you  might  impinge  upon  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
power  of  the  legislature  in  the  dde  choosing  of  Senators.  This  absolute  right  to  choose 
we  hold  should  not  and  dpes  not  depend  for  its  efficiency  upon  the  action  of  the  execu- 
tive or  any  other  officer  of  the  State  or  Federal  Grovemment. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  certificate,  such  as  we  now  have  under  consideration, 
necessarily  involves  these  elements  of  belief  before  it  can  have  the  force  which  is  now 
attempted  to  be  given  to  it  by  the  report  of  the  committee  in  this  case:  first,  that  the 
facts  stated  in  regard  to  the  election  are  true;  and  second,  that  the  person  certifying  as 
'governor  is  in  fact  what  he  represents  himself  to  be.  The  efficacy  sought  to  be  im- 
pressed upon  this  certificate,  in  at  once  admitting  the  person  r^resented  to  be  chosen  . 
to  a  seat,  alone  depends  upon  the  latter  fact.  With  this  in  dispute  the  efficient  power 
is  gone.  Investigation  is  at  once  inaugurated  to  settle  the  disputed  point.  Inquiry 
leads  to  inquiry,  and  the  real  life  of  the  certificate  is  lost  in  thfe  strife,  for  it  can  be 
readily  seen  that  in  a  contest  as  to  whether  the  certificate  has  any  validity,  either  by 
reason  of  the  allegation  that  the  person  certifying  was  not  in  fact  the  governor,  or  from 
any  other  reason,  the  State  might  be  left  without  a  Senator,  when  by  reference  to  the 
acts  of  the  legislature  the  records  would  show  a  lawful  election  by  a  lawful  body,  and 
who  could  deny  that  a  person  so  chosen  and  with  such  a  record  could  not  be  admitted 
without  regarding  at  all  the  contest  about  the  certificate  of  the  governor,  or  whether  he 
was  in  fact  governor  ? 

We  advert  to  this  to  show  that  a  contest  upon  the  subject  of  certificates  at  all  for  any 
legitimate  cause  destroys  tHeir  force.  It  was  intended  that  by  their  force  alone  there 
should  be  immediate  unobstructed  admission  to  a  seat.  It  must  be  conceded,  in  order 
to  give  this  effect  to  the  certificate  before  us,  that  William  Pitt  Kellogg  was  at  the  time 
the  governor  of  Louisiana.  If  he  were  not  the  governor,  then  it  is  no  more  than  waste 
paper.  All  will  admit,  we  presume,  that  this  has  been  a  subject  of  dispute  at  least  since  . 
the  State  electibn  which  took  place  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1872.  A  con- 
stant, earnest,  and  at  times  an  aggressive  protest  has  been  made  against  Kellogg,  as  not 
only  not  entitled  to  be  the  constitutional  and  rightful  governor  of  Louisiana,  but  as  a 
notorious  usurper,  held  in  the  position  he  has  seized  without  color  of  right  by  means  of 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States.  Events  occurring  at  the  time,  and  continually 
since,  and  some  of  the  most  painful  character,  prove  that  he  does  not  hold  this  place 
practically  by  any  other  tenure  or  power.  Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  this  notable 
prominent  fact,  all  are  well  advised  that  the  right  of  Kellogg  to  be  governor  of  Louisiana 
is  in  good  faith  denied  and  resisted  in  every  way  possible  to  a  peaceful  resistance. 

This  at  once,  most  naturally,  opens  up  the  inquiry  as  to  the  certificate  itself,  and  no 
efficacy  is  to  be  ascribed  to  it  until  this  is  satisfactorily  settled,  for  without  this  it  is 
worthless  for  any  puriK)se.  We  apprehend  there  is  no  diversity  in  the  committee  on  this 
point.  The  report  of  the  committee  insists  that  Kellogg  is  the  governor  of  Louisiana, 
and  Would  proceed  to  show  it  by  a  course  of  argument  and  a  system  of  evidence  satisfac- 
tory to  gentlemen  uniting  in  that  report.  On  the  contrary,  another  course  of  argument, 
and  other  evidence  equally  satisfactory,  have  brought  the  undersigned  to  a  very  different 
conclusion.  The  broad  field  of  inquiry  and  investigation  is  therefore  opened  up,  for  it 
must  be  manifest  to  an  unprejudiced  mind  that  an  examination  into  the  fact  whether 
Kellogg  was  the  rightfbl  governor  of  Louisiana  at  the  time  he  signed  this  certificate 
must  bring  us  to  his  pretended  election,  and,  with  it,  to  the  election  of  the  body  which 
chose  Pinchback.  The  whole  subject  relating  to  the  affairs  of  this  State,  in  connection 
with  the  election  held  on  the  4th  of  November,  1872,  for  the  election  of  governor  and 
other  State  officers,  and  members  of  the  legislature,  becomes  involved  in  the  very  first 
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branch  of  the  inqniry  which  it  is  conceded  by  all  mnst  be  made  and  settled  before  any 
force  can  be  imparted  to  the  certificate. 

Before  entering  upon  this  inquiry  we  submit  most  respectfully,  putting  it  in  the  mildest 
form,  whether  this  is  not  an  exceptional  case  from  the  ordinary  one,  where  it  is  I'ouceded 
that  there  was  a  rightful  governor  to  sign  certificates  and  where  there  wras  a  legislature 
to  elect.  It  must  be  admitted  that  no  such  case  was  ever  before  presented  to  the  vou- 
sideration  of  the  Senate.  Notwithstanding  it  has  been  the  usual  practice  to  admit,  in 
the  first  instance,  persons  to  a  seat  upon  such  certificates,  leaving  the  contest,  if  any,  to 
be  proceeded  with  thereafter  in  the  usual  way,  yet  the  very  first  question  as  to  theofiicial 
character  of  the  person  pretending  to  be  governor  impairs,  as  we  have  before  said,  the 
wonted  eflScacy  of  such  certificate;  so  that  when  in  the  examination  of  this  primary  ques- 
tion is  involved  the  body  that  chose  Pinchback,  and  in  fact  the  whole  State  government 
of  Louisiana,  would  it  be  fair,  rational,.and  justto  stop  short  of  the  substantial  merits  of 
the  case  when  all  can  be  settled  at  once  ? 

It  will  be  admitted,  we  think,  that  in  such  a  controversy,  opening  up  both  the  official 
character  of  the  governor  and  the  legal  validity  of  the  legislature  choosing  the  Senator, 
we  could  determine  agiiinst  the  validity  of  the  certificate,  and  at  the  same  time  determine 
the  validity  of  the  election  upon  the  record  of  the  legislature  and  upon  its  ofilcial  power 
of  election.  Suppose  that  such  certificates  should  be  attacked  for  fraud,  as  they  could  be. 
could  any  one  say  that  such  attack  would  involve  alone  the  fraudulent  character  of  the 
certificate,  and  not  the  rightful  issue — the  election  itself?  The  attack  would  involve 
both,  and  involving  both,  common  reiuson  would  dictate  that  we  should  decide  the  sub- 
stantial question.  While  we  could,  in  such  an  inquiry,  set  aside  the  certificate,  we 
would  give  to  the  person  rightfully  chosen  his  seat,  and  all  done  in  the  same  proceedmg. 
For  if  our  inquiry  should  be  alone  confined  to  the  certificate,  for  whatever  cause,  we 
would  be  exposed  to  the  fallacy  of  setting  it  aside  and  then  remitting  the,  case  to  the 
governor  for  other  or  further  certificate  of  a  fact  simply,  when  we  could,  and  it  would 
be  our  duty,  ascertain-the  lact  ourselves  to  end  the  matter. 

Therelbre  we  conceive  that  even  in  a  technical  sense,  upon  a  question  submitted  as 
this  is,  an  examination  of  the  whole  subject  is  necessary  to  come  to  right  conclusions; 
but  when  we  view  it  in  its  broad  sense,  and  as  we  have  it  in  the  light  of  history  and  events 
daily  transpiring,  many  of  which  we  must  or  are  presumed  to  know,  as  legislators  and 
members  of  this  body,  we  would  consider  it  a  gross  dereliction  of  public  duty  did  we 
confine  ourselves  to  a  technical  consideration  of  matter  not  substantial  when  in  it  are  in- 
volved questions  of  the  grciitest  moment,  and  which  in  their  proper  solution  demand  our 
earnest  efibrts  and  soundest  j udgmen t. 

The  facts  present  the  )>roadest  grounds  for  interposition  in  the  broadest  sense  to  ascer- 
tain the  real  right  and  settle  a  question  that  has  already  given,  and,  until  rightly  settled, 
will  give  to* the  country  the  greatest  concern.  The  facts  cannot  be  denied  that  impera- 
tively call  for  such  an  interposition;  mere  parchment  titles,  mere  certificates,  sink  into 
insignificance  before  the  patent  and  undcQiable  facts  which  environ  this  case.  Never 
before  has  sucTi  a  case  been  made,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  such  one  will  ever  be 
made  again. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  prominent  facts  will  show  how  entirely  and  necessarily  the 
whole  case  is  before  us. 

A  general  election  was  held  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1872, 
for  governor  and  other  State  ofiicers,  for  one-half  of  the  senate,  and  for  all  the  members 
of  the  house.  John  McEncry  and  William  Pitt  Kellogg  were  the  opposing  candidates  for 
governor,  the  former  in  politics  being  the  Democratic  and  the  latter  being  the  Repub- 
lican candidate.  By  the  oflicial  returns  made  by  the  regular  oflUcers  of  election  to  Henry 
C.  Warmoth,  then  the  acknowledged  governor  of  Louisiana,  and  canvassed  and  counted 
by  a  returning  board  claiming  to  be  a  legal  tribunal  for  this  purpose,  McEnery  was  found 
to  have  9,606  majority  over  Kellogg;  and,  in  respect  to  the  legislature,  according  to  these 
same  official  returns,  and  with  the  overholding  senators,  the  senate  stood — Democrats  and 
Conservatives,  22;  Kepublicans,  11;  and  there  were  two  vacancies.  The  house  of  repre- 
sentatives stood — Democrats  and  Conservatives,  71 ;  Republicans,  39;  and  there  were  seven 
vacancies,  showing  a  large  majority  of  Democrats  and  Conservatives  in  both  branches  of 
the  legislature. 

Another  board  of  retuniing  officers,  claiming  also  to  be  legally  constituted,  found  that 
Kellogg  was  elected,  and  also  found  that  a  large  majority  of  Republican  members  were 
elected  to  the  legislature.  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  this  boanl  had  no  official 
returns 'of  the  election  before  it,  but  that  its  canvass  and  count  were  made  up  from  news- 
paper reports,  the  statements  of  unofficial  persons,  the  )M)litic<i1  complexion  of  the  parish, 
and  also  by  counting  as  voles  cast  a  large  number  of  affidavits  of  persons  who  represented 
in  such  affidavits  that  they  were  from  various  causes  prevented  from  voting,  and  the 
large  mass  of  which,  in  the  end,  turned  out  to  be  forgeries. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  Governor  Wurmolh,  by  his  prodamatioiiof  theSOth  Kovem- 
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ber,  1872,  called  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature,  to  be  held  on  the  9th  day  of  December 
thence  following.  The  regular  session,  as  provided  by  the  constitiition,  would  begin  on 
the  6th  day  of  January ,  A .  D.  1873.  On  the  night  of  the  5th  day  of  December,  j  ust  five  days 
before  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  in  extra  session,  as  called  to  convene  by  this  procla- 
mation, E.  H.  Durell,  a  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans, 
passed  an  order  directing  Packard,  the  United  States  marshal,  to  take  possession  of  the 
State-house,  and  to  hold  it  subject  to  his  further  order,  and  meanwhile  to  prevent  all 
unlawful  assemblages  therein.  Packard,  with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops, 
seized  the  State-house,  held  it  for  weeks,  and  refused  admission  to  any  member  of  the 
legislature  not  returned  by  the  board  of  returning  officers  headed  by  John  Lynch,  and 
which,  in  the  course  of  these  views,  we  shall  designate  as  the  Lynch  board  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  other  boards.  The  consequence  was  thaton  the  day  of  meeting,  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, no  member  not  returned  by  the  Lynch  board  was  permitted  to  enter  into  the 
State-house.  The  members  meeting  there  organized.  The  members,  or  rather  the  Dem- 
ocratic and  Conservative  portion  of  them,  returned  by  the  board  of  returning  officers, 
which  we  shall  designate  by  calling  it  the  De  Feriet  board,  met  at  the  city  hall  and  or- 
ganized. Governor  Warmoth  at  once  recognized  the  latter  body  as  the  lawful  legislature 
of  Louisiana,  and  their  place  of  meeting  as  the  State-house. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  body  at  the  State-house,  so  called — it  being  the  Mechan- 
ics* Institute  hall,  it  being  improvised  into  a  State-house,  there  being  no  State-house 
for  the  purpose  provided  by  the  State  since  the  removal  of  the  capital  to  New  Orleans — 
consisting  of  Republicans,  it  at  once  passed  articles  of  impeachment  against  Warmoth, 
and,  by  virtue  thereof,  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback,  then  lieutenant-governor,  took  upon  himself 
the  office  of  governor,  and  claimed  to  act  as  such.  Kellogg,  who  was  a  Senator  in  Con- 
gress at  the  time  he  became  a  candidate  for  governor,  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  by 
reason  of  which  a  vacancy  took  place  in  this  body  from  that  State.  Each  of  these  bodies 
thus  organized  elected  a  Senator  to  fill  this  vacancy.  One,  the  McEnery  body,  as  we 
shall  designate  it,  elected  Mr.  McMillen,  and  the  other,  the  Kellogg  body,  elected  Mr. 
Kay  for  the  unexpired  term.  Each  presented  their  credentials  regularly  signed  and 
attested,  Mr.  McMillen  by  Governor  Warmoth,  and  Mr.  liay  by  Acting  Governor  Pinch - 
back,  each  claiming  to  be  the  lawful  governor  of  Louisiana.  The  extra  session  closed, 
and  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1873,  the  regular  session  began.  Both  bodies  met  at  the 
same  places  and  both  organized.  The  one,  Democratic,  declared  John  McEnery  duly 
elected,  and  the  other,  Republican,  declared  William  P.  Kellogg  duly  elected.  Both 
qualified,  and  both  proclaimed  themselves  to  be  the  governor  of  Loiysiana. 

On  Tuesday,  the  15th  day  of  January,  the  day  fixed  for  electing  a  Senator  for  the  long 
term,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1873,  the  one  body,  the  Democratic,  elected 
W.  L.  McMillen,  and  the  other,  the  Republican,  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback.  Both  came  here 
with  credentials,  those  of  McMillen  signed  by  McEnery,  and  those  of  Pinchback  signed 
by  Kellogg,  each  representing  himself  to  be  governor,  and  in  all  other  respects  are  in  due 
form,  and  attested  by  the  seal,  or  the  pretended  seal,  of  the  State.  The  certificates  of  both 
were  presented  in  March,  1873,  and  ultimately  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections. 

We  have,  therefore,  presented  to  our  consideration  by  the  certificates  before  us  the  fact 
of  two  rival  bodies  and  of  two  rival  governors  in  the  State  of  Louisiana — in  fact,  of  two 
rival  governments,  each  claiming  to  be  the  rightful  government  of  Louisiana,  each  body 
claiming  to  be  the  lawful  legislature  of  Louisiana  and  each  sending  rival  Senators  for 
a  seat  in  this  body,  and  each  coming  accredited  with  his  certificate  of  election  from  the 
respective  governors,  each  claiming  to  be  the  rightful  governor  of  Louisiana.  It  is  due 
alike  to  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  to  the  dignity  and  constitution  of  this  body  that  we 
use  all  the  means  in  our  power  for  a  fair  and  just  ascertainment  of  the  rights  of  each  to 
send  a  representative  here.  It  must  be  acknowleged  that  as  presented  it  is  an  exceed- 
ingly delicate  question,  and  should  be  approached  with  all  the  spirit  of  fairness  and  can- 
dor of  which  the  human  judgment  is  capable.  It  is  the  first  time  in  our  history  in  which 
any  such  case  has  ever  been  presented  to  us,  and  it  grows  out  of  the  unsettled  condition 
of  society  in  that  State. 

The  question  involves  an  inquiry  into  the  fact  as  to  which  of  two  governors  and  of  two 
bodies  constitute  the  rightful  governor  and  the  rightful  legislature  of  the  State.  And, 
indeed,  further,  in  the  progress  of  such  an  inquiry,  whether  there  is  any  legislature  at 
all  qualilied  to  elect  a  representative  in  this  body  to  legislate  not  only  upon  matters 
atfecting  the  affairs  of  Louisiana  but  of  the  whole  country. 

To  our  minds  such  a  development  of  lacts  as  we  have,  both  historically  and  by  the 
invest iirations  and  reportsof  both  Houses  of  Congress  made  upon  the  subject-matter,  that 
we  should  be  confined  to  the  imiuiry  only  of  ascertaining  whether  the  certificiite  of  the 
governor  was  siuroptitions.  or  whether  the  person  certifying  was,  in  truth,  the  governor 
he  represents  himself  to  be,  and  not  permitted  to  inquire  wlujther  the  governor  and  the 
body  electing  (of  which  he  is  certifying)  are  both  surreptitious,  is  beyond  our  compre- 
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hension.  and  where,  especially  as  in  this  case,  the  examination  of  one  is  the  examination 
of  both,  one  is  incidental  to  the  other,  and  the  fact?  npon  which  either  claim  their 
right  of  action  are  interwoven  with  the  facts  that  apply  to  both — the  one  uu  examiiia- 
tion  ol*  the  i*ertificate  of  what  was  done,  and  the  other  of  the  fact  of  what  was  done. 

With  ihcise  views  we  beg  leave  to  examine  the  whole  case,  and  to  sabmit  the  concin- 
sions  to  which  we  have  arrived. 

In  the  drst  place,  however,  we  propose  to  condne  ourselves  to  the  consideration  of  the 
case  as  presented  by  the  committee  u])on  the  certiticate  alone  of  Kellogg.  It  will  lie 
observed  that  the  report  of  the  committee  puts  the  question  in  definite  terms.  It  rte- 
cJares  Kellogg  "  then  and  now  the  governor  of  Louisiana. '  *  It  asserts  what  is  denied,  aii«i 
presents  as  the  sole  question  to  be  detenuined  whether  Kellogg  was  the  governor  uj" 
Louisiana  at  the  time  he  signed  this  c-ertidcate:  and  this  being  so,  we  are  then  estoppe<l 
from  going  behind  it  in  the  first  in.stance  by  the  usage  of  the  Senate. 

Thus  confined  in  this  stage  of  our  inquiry- to  this  single  question,  it  becomes  importani 
for  us  to  know  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  upon  which  Kellogg  must  rely  in  onler  lo 
constitute  him  the  rightful  governor  of  l^uisiana.  and  to  this  point  we  shall  now  dinft-t 
our  attention. 

When  we  speak  of  the  governor  of  LouisLina  of  course  we  must  mean  only  that  he  is 
the  governor  according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  that  State.  By  the  forty-eighth  ar- 
ticle, title  'A,  of  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  it  is  pn.ivideil  that  the  supreme  exe<'Utive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  governor,  who  l»<  to  hold  his  oifice  for  four  years,  to  he  elorteil 
by  the  people.  The  person  having  the  greatest  numl)er  of  votes  shall  be  dei.'lared  duly 
elected.  In  case  of  a  tie  l)etwef  u  two  or  more  ciuulidates  one  of  them  shall  be  immedi> 
ately  chosen  governor  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly. 

No  one,  therefore,  can  be  the  constitutional  governor  of  that  State  unless  he  be  chosen 
in  the  numner  prescribed. 

We  should,  however,  always  be  careful  when  the  question.  .'«o  grave  in  its  nature,  U 
raise<l,  as  in  this  ciise,  to  consider  all  the  direct  as  well  as  the  indirect  facts  and  cinruni- 
stances  proving  or  tending  to  prove  the  real  issue. 

And  here  it  is  important  to  remenil)er,  in  onler  to  avoid  misconception,  that  in  deter- 
mining this  question  in  this  or  any  similar  case  we  are  confined  »^lely  to  powers  t-onferreil 
upon  this  iKxly  to  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifi editions  of  its  own  luenilters. 
Within  this  scope  we  jKJSsess  all  power,  and  our  judgment  is  binding  upon  all,  and  t-an- 
not  be  brought  into  question  1»t  any  person  or  tribunal  whatever.  But  beyond  this  we 
<-annot  go:  our  acts  can  only  have  i-eference  to  one  thing — whether  the  person  chosen  is 
entitle<l  to  be  a  member.  Onr  decision  is  only  binding  when  applied  to  this  one  partic- 
ular fact.  Our  decision  may  1h?  rijrht  or  it  may  be  wrong — that  is  for  us  to  bear;  but  it 
does  not  bind  other  jwrsons  or  other  departments  of  the  Federal  or  State  governments, 
having  other  and  diflereut  relations  with  the  governor  or  legislature,  or  both,  from  con- 
testing or  confirming  the  rights  of  either  or  Iwtli  to  legal  existence.  Out  decision  here 
may  be  cited  to  show  what  we  did.  but  it  can  be  used  only  as  an  illustration  of  what 
others  thought  and  did,  and  not  as  binding  u|K)n  themexi'cpt.  as  we  have  before  stated, 
upon  the  fact  of  Senatorsliij).  in  which  our  juris<liction  is  complete  and  final  and  binding 
upon  all.  The  dei-ision  of  this  IkkW  upon  this  question,  l>e  it  what  it  may.  does  not 
establish  or  disestiiblish  the  Kellogg  government,  so  as  to  aftect  or  conclude  the  rights  of 
others  not  involved  in  the  election  of  Senator  it.self.  The  people  of  Louisiana  may  con- 
sider themselves  outraged  by  our  action  in  reiviving  a  Senator  not  eleifted  by  what  they 
may  hold  to  Ihj  the  riglitful  legislature;  nevertheless  they  are  lH)und  by  it,"  because  we 
have  the  right  to  judge  and  determine;  but  will  any  one  pretend  to  say  that  the  separate 
action  of  this  Inxly  uiK)n  this  single  question,  committed  exclusively  to  its  jurisdiction, 
should  bind  and  conclude  any  other  person  and  any  other  department,  either  State  or 
Federal,  in  their  own  sei>arate  and  distinct  relations  with  this  legislature,  or  as  to  any 
rights  they  may  have  as  against  or  instead  of  it  ?  Surely  not  I  Therefore  our  decision 
does  not  vest  a  single  right  or  confer  a  single  power  upon  any  other  hnman  being  Rave 
the  person  upon  which  we  have  passed  ami  admitted  to  membership  upon  thus  floor. 

But  to  recur  to  the  question.  If,  in  the  course  of  the  inve.stigation,  from  all  the  iiicts 
<lrawn  from  all  the  sources  to  which  we  have  referred,  we  conclu<le  that  the  pretended 
governor  is  a  mere  itsurper,  then  his  acts  are  void  and  avail  nothing.  Persons  hold  office 
or  place  under  thre<i  different  tenures — first,  dr  jnn  :  second,  dv  ftido:  and,  third,  as  u 
usurper — the  only  three  modes,  we  l)elicve,  known  to  the  law;  and  by  one- or  the  other 
of  these  tenures  does  the  person  exercise  the  oifice  or  place  that  he  holds. 

The  first  is  clothed  with  all  the  jiowers  that  right,  combined  with  possession,  can  give. 
The  second  is  only  clothed  with  the  powers  possession  can  give,  tluit  poesession  being 
obtained  under  a  color  of  right;  and  these  powers  are  limited  to  certain  well-defiued 
acts.  The  third  refers  to  a  person  undertaking  to  hold  offu^  without  any  color  of  right; 
he  is  a  mere  usurjKjr,  whose  acts  are  void. 

The  distinguishing  differences  between  officers  dejttrc  and  de  facia  and  a  mere  nimrper 
are  well  "laid  down  ix^the  books  in  the  earlier  daj^.s,  and  the  same  otq  obacrved  to  this 
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day.  In  a  leading  case,  decided  so  far  back  as  1738,  the  general  principles  relating  to 
officers  de  Jure  and  de  facto  were  well  defined.  In  this  case  one  Goldwire,  "under  pre- 
tense and  color  of  l>eing  elected  mayor  of  Christ  Church,  in  the  county  of  Southampton," 
was  presented  unto  William  Willis,  steward  of  the  court  leet,  and  was  there  sworn  into 

the  office  of  mayor,  and,  in  lUct,  exentised  the  office  till day  of ,  1736,  and  that 

being  in  the  exercise  of  said  office,  and  under  *'  pretense  of  being  elected,  and  sworn  into 
the  same,  he  issued  a  summons  to  the  several  burgesses  of  the  corporation  to  meet,*'  &c., 
and  at  such  meeting  he  nominated  the  defendant  Lisle  as  one  of  the  burgesses,  and  the 
question  was  whether,  when  he  made  such  nomination,  he  was  mayor  defacto^  for  it  was 
found  that  he  had  never  been  elected,  and,  if  mayor  dc  facto^  whether  he  had  the  power 
to  make  the  appointment.  It  was  held  by  the  court  that  Goldwire  was  not  so  much  as 
a  mayor  de  facto;  for  in  order  to  constitute  a  mayor  de  facto  it  is  necessary  that  there 
be  some  form  or  color  of  an  election;  but  without  this,  the  taking  the  title  and  regalia 
of  the  office,  and  the  acting  and  being  sworn  in  as  mayor  are  not  sufficient.  Now,  here 
it  appears  that  Goldwire  was  never  elected  in  fact;  and  though  it  be  stated  that  he  wjis 
sworn  at  the  leet,  it  does  not  appear  (as  it  ought)  that  this  wtis  agreeable  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  borough.  And  it  is  not  material  that  he  acted  as  mayor,  as  it  is  found  that 
a  quo  warranto  was  recently  prosecuted  against  him,  pending  which  the  present  election 
was  made,  and  that  he  was  thereupon  adjudged  to  l)e  a  usurper."  (Andrews's  Reports, 
Henry  rs.  Lisle,  173. )  The  distinctions  then  made  are  continued  to  this  day,  and  are  as 
clearly  defined: 

*'An  officer  de  facto  is  one  who  exercises  the  duties  of  an  office  under  color  of  an  ap- 
pointment or  election  to  that  office.  He  diflers,  on  the  one  hand,  from  a  mere  usurper 
of  an  office,  who  undertakes  to  act  as  an  oflicer  without  any  color  of  right,  and  on  the 
other  from  an  officer  de  jurCy  who  is  in  all  respects  legally  appointed  and  qualified  to 
exercise  the  office.  These  distinctions  are  very  obvious,  and  have  always  been  recog- 
nized."— (17  Connecticut,  Plymouth  vs.  Painter,  588;  7  Johnson,  People  r«.  Collins,  549; 
2  Kent.) 

It  is  claimed  by  some  that  though  it  be  a  question  whether  Kellogg  be  a  governor  dr 
jurcy  yet  he  is  a  governor  defacto^  and  as  such  his  certificate  of  the  election  of  Pinchback 
is  to  be  recognized  as  equally  binding  upon  us  as  if  he  were  governor  dejure. 

Holding,  as  we  do,  that  he  is  neither  the  governor  de  jure  nor  de  facto,  but  a  mere 
usurper,  and  a  usurper  not  keeping  himself  in  |)osition  by  his  own  unaided  local  power, 
but  by  the  aid  of  armed  forces  of  a  foreign  power — in  its  true  relations  to  this  case  as 
much  a  foreign  i)ower  as  that  of  Great  Britain  could  be — we  desire,  briefly,  to  examine 
this  phase  of  the  subject. 

Keeping  in  view  the  rulings  we  have  cited,  is  Kellogg  so  much  as  a  governor  de  facto? 
In  disposing  of  this  we  dispose  of  his  character  as  governor  dejure. 

As  we  have  already  noticed,  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  provides  that  the  governor 
shall  be  elected  by  the  people.  To  be  such  de  facto,  he  must  be  in  by  color  of  an  elec- 
tion. If  he  has  no  color  of  an  election,  he  is  nothing  but  a  usurper,  ''who  is  one  under- 
taking to  act  without  a  color  of  right."  Two  propositions  are  to  be  here  considered,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions — 

1.  Was  Kellogg  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  i)eople  at  the  election  held 
on  the  4th  day  of  Novem]>er,  1872? 

2.  If  he  was  not,  then  had  he  such  ar  color  of  an  election  as  to  constitute  him  governor 
de  facto  f 

.  This  brings  us  to  the  wider  domain  of  fact  which  at  every  step  has  marked  this  contro- 
versy from  its  inception  in  1872  to  the  present  period.  In  the  direct  examination  of  the 
matter,  all  the  facts  that  may  tend  to  a  correct  result  should  be  considered.  We  have  a 
great  variety  of  facts  and  circumstances,  some  historical  in  thefr  character,  some  which 
we  are  obliged  to  know  or  are  assumed  to  know  from  our  constitutional  relations  to  the 
State,  her  people,  her  government,  her  officials,  whether  judicial,  ministerial,  executive, 
or  political,  and  those  which  we  have  gathered  ourselves  through  committees  of  this 
body  in  the  investigation  had  by  resolution  of  this  body  passed  on  l()th  January,  1873, 
and  which  is  as  follows:  ^' Remlved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be 
instructed  to  inc^uire  and  report  to  the  Senate  whether  there  is  any  existing  State  gov- 
ernment in  I^uisiana.  and  how  and  by  whom  it  is  constituted; "  and  to  which  commit- 
tee were  also  referred  the  certificates  of  John  Ray  and  W.  L.  McMillen,  both  claiming 
the  seat  in  this  body  supposed  to  have  been  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  William 
Pitt  Kellogg. 

This  committee,  composed  of  Messrs.  Morton,  Carpenter,  Logan,  Anthony,  Trumbull, 
Alcorn,  and  Hill,  made  a  diligent  and  laborious  investigation  of  all  the  matters  con- 
nected with  both  questions,  and  made  an  elaborate  report  to  the  Senate,  accompanied  by 
a  large  amount  of  testimony'.  It  is  Senate  report  No.  457.  Forty-secoiid  Congress,  third 
session.  From  all  the  evidence,  then,  and  which  covers  and  ezbaosta  tbe  whole  saliiject, 
was  Kellogg  in  fact  elected  by  the  people  of  Lonisiaiw  the  gOTemor  of  that  State?  The 
tiestimony  1U10W8  that  tiie  electaon  was  held  on  the  4th  daj  of  Ncmniberi  2879|  and  tbat 
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it  "was  held  nndor  the  eloction  laws  of  that  State,  approved  March  !(?,  1870,  and  thif 
official  returus  were  made  of  that  election  to  the  governor  of  the  Statt*  by  the  supcnis- 
ora  of  registration  as  retjuired  by  tlie  lifty-third  section  of  that  act. 

The  tilty-fonrth  si-ction  ol  the  siiiue  act  ])iovidcs  lor  a  returning  l>oard,  before  whom 
all  returns  are  to  he  laid  hy  the  governor,  ilie  g(>vernor  lK*ing  one  of  the  1>anrd  hyvirtoe 
of  his  office,  and  this  hoard  is  to  canvass  and  conii)ile  these  returns  of  elections  and 
make  returns  of  the  i)ersons  elected  to  the  secretary  of  stale.  Henry  C.  WamM»th  was 
then  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  having  lH*en  electetl  in  18^J8,  and  who,  hy  arti- 
cle 53,  title  3  of  the  constitution,  was  to  hold  his  office  till  the  second  Momhiy  oV  Jan- 
uary thence  following  the  election  held  on  the  4ih  <la3'  of  November,  1>:<7'2,  and  until  the 
Monday  next  succeeding  the  day  that  his  successor  shall  have  l)een  dcH'Iareil  as  duly 
elected,  and  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of  office  as  recjuired  hy  the  constitution.  It  i* 
not  our  purpose  ju^t  now  to  rel'er  to  the  dilliculties  o<  eurring  in  the  or;^uiziition  of  tbt 
board  ofjetuming  officers;  ui.>on  another  branch  of  the  subject  we  shall  revi-rt  to  it:  hnt 
it  is  sufficient  for  our  present  purjKwse  to  as<.ertain  that  the  election  was  held  and  the 
official  returns  were  made  of  that  election,  and  that  they  were  counted  and  the  n-^sult 
ascertained. 

The  official  returns  were  made  to  the  governor  by  the  super\'isors,  and  were  hy  him 
laid  before  a  lx)ard  of  returning  officers,  claiming  tol>e  legally  constituted  for  this  elec- 
tion. It  may  be  necessary  here  to  state  that  by  the  election  law  of  1870  the  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  the  secretary  of  state,  one  John  Lynch,  and  T.  C.  Anderson,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  were  made  the  returning  officers  for  all  elections  in  the  State. 

The  governor  had  in  his  possession  the  ollicial  retums  of  the  election,  but  by  reiLHon 
of  the  changes  in  the  board  through  dis<jualitications  and  from  other  causes,  and  thnmgb 
which  two  boards  were  organizetl,  each  claiming  to  be  the  legal  one,  ami  Iwth  appealing 
to  ♦he  courts  of  the  State  to  settle  their  resiwctive  rights,  he  did  not  lay  the  ol1ici:d  re- 
turns Ijefore  either  IxKird;  but,  in  view  of  tlie  condition  of  things,  and  to  get  rid  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation,  an«l  to  get  rid  of  both  boards,  he  approvetl  the  law  |Kl.*«^e<l  at 
the  preceding  session  of  the  legislature  providing  the  mode  of  conducting  elect  ions,  and 
which  repealed  entirely  and  absolutely  the  eleetion  law  of  If^'iO.  lie  approved  this  act 
November  20,  1^7*2,  and  it  i)rovided  sju'cially  for  the  selection  of  a  l^oard  of  n'turning 
officers,  to  be  made  by  th<*  sf;na1«'.  This  at  once  \n\{  out  of  official  existence  theit>n- 
tending  members  of  the  rival  lK)ards.  The  senate  n<it  being  in  ses.sion,  "NVannoth  then, 
by  virtue  of  the  iK)wer  claimed  hy  him  under  the  constitution  to  till  vacancies,  a])iM>inte«i 
De  Feriet,  Wiltz,  Isabelle.  Austin,  and  Taylor,  who  took  the  oath  of  otlice.  and  l»efore 
whom,  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  1^7•i,  he  laid  theotlieial  return.'*,  and  they  procewled 
to  canviL«4s  and  compile  tlwm  Ibr  s»'nators  and  membei-s  of  the  house  of  repre.sentati\es, 
and  declared  the  results,  and  which  Mere  th<'n  ollirially  pronuilgated  hy  Governor  War- 
moth.  This  return  gave  the  results  in  both  branrhes  of  the  legislature  as  we  have  al- 
ready stated  them.  On  the  '.MJth  «l:iv  <»f  November.  Is7:?,  the  day  on  which  he  signtH 
the  act  alKjlishing  the  old  IkkikI.  he  i^>ur(l  his  proclamation  c:illing  an  extni  session  of 
the  legislature,  to  eonvrue  on  tin-  !Mh  of  Decembrr. 

The  niajority  of  the  membei-s  of  ln^th  br;»n<  lies  of  the  legislature  declared  to  b*»  elected 
by  this  returning  lM>ard  met  <»n  thi'  l»th  December  at  the  city  hall  in  New  Orleans,  and 
organized  l>oth  houses.  They  were  leeognizi*!  by  (Joxernor  WiU"nioth  as  the  legid  legis- 
lature of  Louisiana.  After  org;niizati»>n,  the  senate  ])roceeded  to  elit't  live  persons,  taken 
from  all  political  parties,  to  ronstitutc  the  board  of  returning  officers  for  el ift ions,  ;is 
required  by  section  2  of  tlw'act  of  November  OO.  l"'"*),  and  accordingly  ekn'ted  Mitehel, 
Fonnan,  Thomas,  Hunsik<'r.  and  Todd  as  such  returning  ollicers.  The  official  returns 
were  laid  l)eforc  this  ])oard  by  the  secretary  of  the  I)«'  Feriet  Inianl.  which  had  just  Ije- 
fore  completed  a  canvass  (►!'  them  lor  members  of  the  legislatUR*,  as  we  have  stated,  and 
they  were  all  again  canvasM-il  by  this  new  l)oard,  and  with  the  following  rt^ult: 

McEner\'-- -. (>G,767 

Kellogg - 54,47>» 

Majority  for  McKnery...    __ 11,288 

The  witne5«s,  Mr.  Forman,  a  member  of  this  l)oanl,  bnmght  with  him  the  official  re- 
turns and  had  them  In-fore  the  eommitteeof  the  Senate,  then  investigating  the  cas«%  and 
in  all  his  testimony  gave  a  satist-u  torv  account  of  the  maiutor  in  which  the  canvass  was 
made.  His  evidence  will  be  loiind,  together  with  the  official  \ote  for  governor,  in  the 
report  made  by  Mr.  (';ir])('nic  r,  and  :i<'comp;in\ing  ti'^timony  on  pages  75  to  KJ,  in- 
clusive. Then-  wa*?  no  prrtciise  that  tliesi'  were  not  the  oliu:ial  returns;  they  wore  lie- 
fore  the  ccmimiitee.  There  was  no  ,  iVort  ni:ule  to  invalitlate  them  in  any  way.  Every 
oi>|Tortunity  was  given.  Tie-  ^ame  M-cllon  ol  tlu'  law  rcfiuiring  the  supervisor  of  regis- 
tration to  send  the  voting  list  and  returns  to  the  governor  al.<H)  required  him  to  make 
triplicates  and  retain  one.    No  eilbrt  was  made  by  the  production  of  any  diq^Uealea  to 
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impair  their  correctness.  It  must  be  conceded  that  they  were  the  official  results,  and 
that  according  to  them  McEuery  was  elected.  There  can  be  no  other  conclusion.  It 
must  be  conceded,  too,  that  Kellogg  was  not  elected.  Whatever  right  to  the  position  as 
governor  Kellogg  may  have,  he  certainly  has  none  by  the  regular  oflieial  returns  of  the 
votes  of  the  people,  as  cast  and  returnetl  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Louisiana. 

Then,  having  no  right  whatever  by  virtue  of  the  election  itself,  has  he  any  right  by 
color  of  an  election?  And  this  brings  us  to  the  second  proposition.  We  can  well  con- 
ceive that  this  right  by  color  of  an  election  is  somewhat  iudelinito  in  meaning  and  sub- 
ject to  many  deductions  in  inferences  from  a  given  statement  of  facts,  as  iu  this  oase. 
Some  may  ascribe  a  more  rigid  construction  as  to  what  may  be  meant  by  a  colorable 
right  to  a  place  than  others.  But  this  must  be  determined  upon  all  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances as  they  are  presented,  and  we  must  gather  from  them  Avhether  there  is  in 
good  faith  any  colorable  right  to  hold  the  place;  otherwise  it  is  a  fraud  and  a  usurpation. 
There  must  be  some  rea.sonable  meaning  attached  to  the  words  "colorable  right,"  or 
** under  color  of  an  election."  Why  use  them  in  order  to  create  an  officer  de  facto,  and 
to  distinguish  him  from  a  usurper,  unless  they  do  mean  something  or  have  some  force? 

We  hold  that,  giving  the  weakest  possible  force  to  the.se  words,  there  is  nothing  in 
this  whole  case  that  can  give  a  preten.se  to  the  cjolor  of  an  election.  It  has  been  shown 
that  Kellogg  was  not  elected.  Then  what  is  there  to  impress  him  with  the  color  of  an 
election?  Nothing  whatever.  A  more  bold,  shameless,  reckUiss  usurpation  is  not  Ibund 
in  history. 

He  stands  upon  one  thing,  and  upon  one  thing  alone,  and  that  is  the  declaration  that 
if  the  people  had  votetl  and  voted  their  sentiments  he  would  have  been  elected  if  this 
can  give  a  color  to  a  right,  and  dignity  him  with  oflieial  power,  even  tor  the  most  lim- 
ited purpo.ses,  then  he  is  endowed  with  it.  He  pretends  to  hold  his  election  by  virtue 
of  a  canvass  under  a  board  claiming  to  be  returning  officers — consisting  of  Lynch  and 
Herron  for  a  time,  then  Bovee,  Longstreet,  and  Hawkins — in  which  they  gave  some 
17,000  majority  to  Kellogg. 

The  objections  to  this  canvass  are,  first,  that  these  gentlemen  had  not  a  tittle  of  au- 
thority to  canvass,  the  law  under  which  they  pretended  to  act  being  absolutely  repealed, 
and  therefore  they  possessed  no  power  whatever  to  do  so. 

And  next,  that  there  was  not  an  official  return  belbre  them  to  canvass;  but  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  Lynch  in  his  testimony  taken  by  the  commit  tee.  found  (m  ])age  155,  that  there 
were  no  returns  l)efore  them,  and  that  they  obtained  their  information  as  to  the  results 
of  the  election  from  all  kinds  of  sources,  and  from  one  particularly,  the  known  politiciil 
divisions  of  the  voters  of  a  county. 

Comment  upon  such  a  canvass  is  unnecessary.  The  macliinery  of  elections  by  means 
of  which  public  sentiment  is  definitely  ascertained,  and  our  governments,  both  Federal 
and  State,  are  carried  on,  is  an  essential  element  in  the  American  system.  There  is  no 
substitute  for  it,  and  without  it  there  is  no  order,  government,  or  law.  It  must  be 
established  for  the  public  good,  and  it  must  be  supported  when  established  for  the  pub- 
lic safety.  The  collected  will  of  the  peo])le  is  only  known  through  it.  The  voter  that 
does  not  resort  to  it  for  the  expression  of  his  will  from  any  cause  cannot  ])e  heard  above 
it  or  outside  of  it.  True,  an  election  may  lie  set  aside  for  fraud,  intimidation,  or  other 
pregnant  cause,  but  still  the  collected  will  of  the  people  must  be  expressed  through  its 
machinery.  A  citizen  not  voting  is  as  dead  in  law  as  if  he  were  in  fact  dead  so  far  as 
concerns  the  affirmative  expression  of  his  political  will.  The  question  is  not  what  the 
^oter  may  have  done  had  he  voted  or  ofi'ered  to  vote,  but  wliat  did  he  do  by  his  vote? 

But  to  characterize  properly  the  power  of  this  board  to  make  this  canvass,  and  the 
supreme  folly  of  the  canvass  itself,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  signed  by  Messrs.  Carpenter,  Logan,  Anthony, 
and  Alcorn,  and  to  which  we  have  jUready  referred.  The  Ibllowing  extracts  are  to  be 
found  on  pages  26,  27,  and  28: 

'*One  of  two  things  is  certain,  the  governor's  approval  of  the  new  election  law  on  the 
20th  of  November  gave  it  effect  on  that  day  or  it  did  not. 

* 'Assuming  that  the  approval  on  that  day  was  regular,  the  new  law  absolutely  re- 
pealed all  the  laws  under  which  the  Warmoth  board  and  the  Lynch  board  were  pre- 
tending to  act,  and  of  course  abolished  both  boards  without  regard  to  the  question  which 
was  the  legal  one.     All  that  had  been  done  in  the  election  of  November,  1872,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  old  laws,- that  is,  the  registration,  voting,  and  returns,  was  as  valid  after 
the  act  of  November  20  as  belbre.     If  the  canvass  had  been  made  by  the  proi       h 
under  the  old  law,  and  in  all  things  completed,  the  rights  of  parties  based         a  • 
canvass  would  not  have  been  aftected  by  the  repeal  of  the  laws.    But  the  aefc  wi 
ber  20  taking  effect  after  the  returns  were  made  and  before  they  were  can  , 

ferred  the  duty  of  canvassing  to  the  new  board  created  by  the  act." 

Again: 

*'0n  the  6th  of  December,  1872,  the  Lynch  board — Bovee  (who 
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secretary  of  state  in  place  of  HerroD),  Lynch,  Longstreet,  and  Hawkins — pretended  to 
have  canvassed  the  returns  of  the  election,  and  certified  to  the  secretary  of  state  that 
Kellogg  had  been  elected  governor;  Antoine,  lieutenant-governor;  Clinton,  auditor; 
Field,  attorney-general;  Brown,  superintendent  of  education;  and  Deslondes,  secrttair 
of  state;  and  also  certified  to  a  list  of  'persons  whom  they  had  determined  to  be  elected 
to  the  legislature. 

"There  is  nothing  in  all  the  comedy  of  blunders  and  frauds  under  consideration  more 
indefensible  than  the  pretended  canvass  of  this  board.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
objections  to  the  validity  of  their  proceedings: 

*'  1.  The  board  had  been  abolished  by  the  act  of  November  20. 

*'2.  The  board  was  under  valid  and  existing  injunctions  restraining  it  from  acting  at 
all,  and  an  injunction  in  the  Armstead  case  restraining  it  from  making  any  canvass  not 
based  upon  the  ofiicial  returns  of  the  election. 

"3.  Conceding  the  board  was  in  existence,  and  had  full  authority  to  canvass  the  re- 
turns, it  had  no  returns  to  canvass. 

*'  The  returns  from  the  parishes  had  been  made  under  the  law  of  1870  to  the  governor, 
and  not  one  of  them  was  before  the  Lynch  board. 

"It  was  testified  before  your  committee  by  Mr.  Bovee  himself,  who  participated  in 
this  canvass  by  the  Lynch  lx)arcl,  that  they  were  determined  to  have  a  Kepublican  legis- 
lature, and  made  their  canvass  to  that  end.  The  testimony  abundantly  establishes  the 
fraudulent  character  of  their  canvass.  In  some  cases  they  had  what  were  8up{)ot$ed  to 
be  copies  of  the  original  returns,  in  other  cases  they  had  nothing  but  newspaper  state- 
ments, and  in  other  cases  where  they  had  nothing  whatever  to  act  upon  they  made  an 
estimate  based  upon  their  knowledge  of  the  political  complexion  of  the  parish  of  what 
the  vote  ought  to  have  been.  They  also  counted  a  large  number  of  afitidavits  purport  inj; 
to  be  sworn  to  by  voters  who  had  been  wrongfully  denied  registration  or  the  right  to 
vote,  many  of  which  affidavits  they  must  have  known  to  be  forgeries.  It  was  testitied 
by  one  witness  that  he  forged  over  a  thousand  affidavits  and  delivered  them  to  the  Lynch 
board  while  it  was  in  session.  It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  waste  time  in  considering  thi.s 
part  of  the  case,  for  no  person  can  examine  the  testimony  ever  so  cursorily  withont 
seeing  that  this  pretended  canvass  had  no  semblance  of  integrity.  ^^ 

It  may  be  well  enough  to  observe  here  that  besides  the  distinguished  gentlemen  who 
united  in  this  report.  Judge  Trumbull  and  Mr.  Hill,  who  were  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  this  respect  concurred  with  the  report,  whilst  diflfering  upon  some  other  things, 
and  in  conclusions  upon  the  whole  case.  The  ability  of  all  these  gentlemen  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  grave  duty  tissigned  to  them  is  unquestioned;  their  labor  and  attention 
about  it  known  and  appreciated;  and  their  party  a&liations  must  stamp  their  detail  of 
facts  with  freedom  from  all  political  bias  in  favor  of  McEnery  and  his  government.  Can 
anything  more  be  added  to  show  that  there  is  not  a  pretense  by  which  Kellogg  can 
manufacture  a  colorable  title  to  an  election  in  fact? 

It  must  be  remembered  that  we  are  not  in  this  controversy  obliged  to  show  that  Mr. 
McEnery  was  elected  in  fact.  Our  purposes  are  answered  when  we  show  that  Kellogg  is 
not  elected,  or  that  he  has  no  colorable  title  to  an  election. 

In  simple  justice  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  making  the  report  to  which  I  have 
referred,  whilst  thus  admitting  that  Kellogg  was  not  elected,  they  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  from  irregularities,  intimidations,  and  frauds,  and  other  causes,  no  fair  election  had 
been  held,  and  that  it  should  be  annulled  and  a  new  one  ordered  by  Congress,  and  to  be 
conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  General  Government.  In  order  that  there  may  be 
no  misconception,  we  give  the  ibllowing  extract  from  their  report,  which  will  be  found 
on  pages  44  and  45: 

"The  testimony  shows  that  leading  and  sagacious  politicians  of  the  State,  who  were 
acting  with  Warmoth,  entertained  the  opinion  bcifore  the  election  that  Warmoth*s  con- 
trol of  the  election  machinery  was  equivalent  to  'tiO.OOO  votes;  and  we  are  satisfied  by  the 
testimony  that  this  opinion  was  well  founded.  We  believe  that,  had  r^istration  been 
accessible  to  all,  and  the  polling  places  been  properly  established,  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion would  have  been  entirely  different.  And  although  we  cannot  approve  of  such  a 
canvass  as  thUt  made  by  the  Lynch  board,  who  seem  to  liave  acted  upon  the  principle  of 
'fighting  the  devil  with  fire,'  and  circumventing  fraud  ^jy  fraud,  and  cannot  say  that 
Kellogg's  government  was  elected,  nevertheless  we  believe  that  Kellogg's  government 
was  defeated  and  the  popular  voice  reversed  by  the  fraudulent  manipulation  of  the  elec- 
tion. 

"  If  the  Senate  should  be  inclined  not  to  go  l)ehind  the  official  returns  Qf  the  election, 
then  the  McEnery  government  and  legislature  must  be  recognized  as  the  lawful  govern- 
ment of  the  State;  and  McMillen,  if  regularly  elected  by  that  legislature,  should  be 
seated  in  the  Senate  in  place  of  Kellogg.  But  your  committee  believe  that  this  would 
be  recognizing  a  government  based  upon  fraud,  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  and  intention 
of  the  voters  of  that  State.  *  * 
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In  all  this  it  will  be  observed  that,  whilst  they  condemn  the  manner  of  the  election  of 
McEuery,  they  take  care  to  affirm  again  that  Kellogg  was  not  elected. 

Then,  so  far  as  Kellogg  is  concern^,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  be  had  the  slightest 
right,  either  by  an  election  or  the  color  of  an  election,  to  hold  this  office.  He  must  there- 
fore be  regarded  as  a  usurper;  for  in  no  other  character  could  he  hold  the  place,  if  not  in 
that  of  governor  dejure  or  de  facto. 

The  principles  are  well  and  plainly  defined  in  the  case  of  Plymouth  vs.  Painter,  17 
Conn.,  already  quoted,  in  respect  to  the  acts  of  persons  holding  place  under  one  or  the 
other  of  these  modes.     The  following  is  from  page  593: 

"The  acts  of  a  mere  usurper  of  au  office,  without  any  color  of  title,  are  undoubtedly 
wholly  void,  both  as  to  individuals  and  the  public.  But  where  there  is  a  color  of  a 
lawful  title,  the  doings  of  an  officer,  as  it  respects  third  persons  and  the  public,  must  be 
respected  until  he  is  ousted  on  a  quo  warranto^  which  is  the  appropriate  proceeding  to  try 
the  validity  of  a  title  to  an  office,  and  in  which  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  show  a 
-complete  title  in  all  respects;  although  in  a  suit  against  a  person  for  acts  which  he  would 
have  an  authority  to  do  only  as  an  officer,  he  must,  in  order  to  make  out  a  justification, 
show  that  he  is  an  officer  dejure;  because  the  title  to  the  office  being  directly  drawn  in 
question,  in  a  suit  to  which  he  is  a  party,  may  be  regularly  decided.  So  where  he  sues 
for  fees,,  or  sets  up  a  title  to  property  by  virtue  of  his  office,  he  must  show  himself  to  be 
an  officer  dejure.^'' 

[t  is  here  laid  down — 

First,  that  the  acts  of  a  usurper  are  void. 

Secondly,  that  the  acts  of  an  officer  in  by  a  color  of  title — that  is,  an  officer  de  facto^ 
wher^  the  rights  of  third  persons  or  the  public  are  concerned — are  to  be  respected. 

Thirdly,  that  where  he  is  directly  concerned  he  must  show  himself  to  be  an  officer  de 
jure  whenever  the  direct  issue  is  made,  either  as  to  title,  or  fees,  or  as  a  trespasser,  or 
otherwise. 

If  Kellogg,  then,  be  a  usurper,  the  certificate  relied  upon  in  this  case  has  no  value  for 
■any  purpose.  But  let  us  assume,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  Kellogg  was  gov- 
ernor de  facto;  that  he  was  in  by  color  of  an  election,  and  by  color  of  an  election  only, 
and  not  by  an  election  itself ;  with  such  knowledge  upon  our  part,  with  the  known  fact, 
besides,  that  his  right  to  the  place  is  denied  and  contested,  that  there  is  a  rival  governor, 
in  fact  a  rival  government,  we  should  proceed  with  great  caution  in  giving  such  efficacy 
to  his  simple  certificate.  True,  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1866,  making 
provision  for  the  election  of  Senators,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  certify  the 
election  to  the  President  of  the  Senate;  it  still  stops  short  of  prescribing  the  force  of  such 
B.  certificate.  No  doubt  Congress  intended  that  ordinarily  it  should  be  regarded  as  suffi- 
cient for  admission  to  a  seat,  but  it  must  l)e  manifest  that  this  certificate  is  noji  the  real 
credentials  of  a  Senator-elect,  but  intended  originally,  we  may  presume,  as  a  substitute 
for  it.  The  real  credentials  of  the  election  is  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  election  itself, 
properly  certified  by  the  officers  of  the  body  electing;  for  Congress  has  no  right  to  impose 
this  duty  upon  the  governor,  and  that  neither  it  uor  the  person  elected  can  compel  the 
governor  to  issue  any  such  certificate. 

There  must  l>e  design  in  not  presentiug  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  election  by  the 
legislature  instead  of  depending  alone  upon  this  certificate  of  the  governor,  when  it  was 
well  known  that  every  step  in  the  progress  of  this  case  would  lye  contested.  The  decla- 
ration in  the  report  submitted  by  the  committee,  that  Kellogg  was  then  and  now  the 
governor  of  Louisiana,  defines  the  spirit  of  the  whole  proceeding;  and  that  is  that  it  is 
more  of  an  object  to  get  Kellogg  recognized  in  some  way  as  governor  by  this  body  than 
the  admission  of  Pinchback  to  a  seat  in  it. 

Therefore  should  we  be  more  careful  still  how  we  undertake,  in  giving  ostensible 
credence  alone  to  a  certificate,  to  pass  upon  a  higher  matter — the  legal  character  of  the 
person  giving  it.  Why  not,  in  such  an  acknowledged  condition  of  things,  recur  to  his 
credentials,  which  the  record  of  the  election  or  a  copy  of  it  can  make?  But,  that  pro- 
duced, it  is  too  apparent  that  the  contest  would  be  transferred  from  the  governor  to  the 
legislature;  the  legislature  is  out  of  being,  and  therefore  the  fact  of  au  election  by  it  can 
only  be  inquired  into;  but  the  governor  is  still  living  in  the  place  in  which  he  was  put, 
and  still  kept  by  an  armed  force,  and  to  be  kept  there  if  his  acts  are  to  be  respected  or 
Aanctioned  by  us.  How  shall  we  close  our  eyes  to  the  tacts  staring  us  in  the  face?  We 
again  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  with  the  assumption  that  Kellogg  is  at  best  but  a  governor 
de  facto,  with  a  rival  governor  claiming  the  right,  and  with  the  acknowledged  power  to 
exercise  it  in  the  absence  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  should  we  not  be  careful,  if 
we  can  in  any  way  abstain  from  determining  questions  of  the  present,  which  concern 
alone  the  present,  and  which  should  be  determined  in  a  diflferentway  and  by  all  branches 
of  the  Government,  if  to  be  determined  at  all  by  it.  The  election  of  Pinchback  does  not 
concern  the  present;  the  body  electing  him  is  functus  officio.  He  must  stand  or  fall  by 
the  action  of  that  body.     Let  us  go  back  to  that,  and  upon  the  acts  and  legal  validity  of 
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that  btxiy  determine  the  rij^ht  to  a  seat.  We  say  again  that  the  paft^aige  ol'  the  reHc>lutiou 
decides  only  one  thing,  the  right  of  membership,  and  binds  no  one  to  anything  1>e>ide»; 
bnt  the  liut  that  in  doing  this  we  have  acknowle<!ged  the  legal  vahdity  of  K<-]h»gg*tf 
official  iharavter  may  inllnence  others  or  justify  others  in  doing  things  to  the  inlinite 
injustin*  of  the  iH*<>i>le  of  l^nisiana.  and  to  tlie  persons  there  claiming  to  be  <iflicers  by 
virtue  of  a  rightful  election. 

Again,  we  well  understand  the  principles  which  limit  an<l  <iualify  the  powers  of  au 
iitficer  (//  fnrttt.  His  acts  are  scanned  and  judged:  he  can  do  only  those  that  are  to  In? 
considered  as  neccKsiry  to  be  done:  in^leed.  so  <-onlin<d  in  this  resjKrt  that  it  wai*  hehl. 
in  the  <-ase  of  King  rs,  IJsle,  that  the  proper  tjuesti«»u  in  a  case  w'<»uld  Ik*  "whether  the 
perstm  be  an  olhcer  iU  writ,  as  xo  the  paiti<  ular  i)ur]K>se  under  <onsideratJon  :  "  he  a«u 
do  nothing  f<»r  himscli:  he  cann<it  ^et  up  title  ]»y  virtue  of 'his  ollice:  he  cannot  8ue  lor 
his  fe<s  (»r  salary:  he  cannot  justify  in  a  trc>p;i.'4.s:  he  can  do  nothing  that  may  bring  in 
i^sue  his  right  to  hold  the  ollice  ^Nithout  showing  that  tU  Jim  right  lor  the  exercise  of  it. 
Ah  a  judg«-  df  uulo  his  judgm«nt  in  a  litigjition  U'tween  third  paities  would  Ik*  good;  .1 
j*ale  of  projK-ily  under  such  a  judgment  would  be  gcKKl  to  paw  title;  and  for  the  reii- 
son  that  thii(li>arti(-sai('  not  sU]i{io>ed  to  l>e  able  toinquire  into  the  rights  of  «)ne  holding 
and  exercising  the  dutiis  of  the  ollice.  and  must  therefore  ad  uinm  what  appeant  to 
l>e  the  right.  lUit  a  sherilf  ///  Onto  seizing  and  selling  the  proi>erty  uniler  that  or  any 
other  jud;:iucnt  in  a  suit  against  him  for  the  seizure  ])y  the  <»wner  or  iK»s.s**8sor  of  the 
proiH.*rty.  he  must  for  his  dctcii.M'  show  that  he  hehl  his  ollice  ih  Jtirt\,  lor  this  concerns 
hinisi'lt'only.  and  he  should  know  whether  he  wan  in  right  an  ollicer. 

Shorn  of  the  general  and  enlarged  jMiwers  of  an  oftieer  dc  jun  by  the  plainest  princi- 
ples of  law,  limited  and  circumsi-rilN'd  by  rules  lounded  in  ri'asonand  having  the  Hunction 
of  ages,  shall  we  be  di.sjK>Md  togi\«*  to  the  act  of  su<'h  an  officer — go\ernor  tir  jmio,  if 
even  he  !>♦•  su4'h — that  full  and  unqualilied  ellWt  in  thisuis**,  with  the  cxtraonlinary  eir- 
i'umstauces  surrounding  it.  as  if  he  were  an  officer  dt  Jmt,  when  that  act.  too.  tieam 
dire<'tly  U{N»n  the  4'onstitution  ol  this  UMly,  whi<h  we  are  iMiumI  to  guard,  and  U|M>n  the 
right  of  a  State  to  ha\c  its  true  representatives  uiK»n  this  lUK»r  ?  In  regaid  t«>  ihe  con- 
stitution of  this  iMMly  tluMlint't  issue  is  made:  thispretemled  governor  re])i«-M'nts  hiniHelf 
to  be  the  governor  «)f  Louisiana,  and  u]M)n  this  alone  diH's  the  (■ommitt«-e  ii'St  the  cane. 
It  is  admitttnl  that  he  must  l>e  the  governor  t(»  give  the  certiticate  any  |H»wer  whatever. 
In  raising  the  <jui*stion  it  is  shown  that  he  is  only  governor  drfarfu,  if  governor  at  all« 
and  not  //<  jnn,  that  is,  governor  lor  a  pur|MKH'  only,  and  that  pnr]N>se  t«»  Ik.*  judged  of, 
whether  proper  or  not,  when  the  exigency  ari.-es.  It  is  u|)oii  us,  an<i  it  is  whether  we 
shall  constitute  menilH'rs  of  this  iMKly  u]Mtn  the  certificates  of  such  a  governor,  or  nball 
we  not  rather  re<  ur,  as  we  ha\e  l)elore  in(|Uire<l,  into  the  election  its4*lforthe  record 
of  it. 

l'})on  this  iMKly  rests  the  duty  of  preserving  its  own  organiziitiou,  and  of  lulmitting  it» 
own  mem))ers.  Here  its  )M>wer  is  supreme,  and  for  its  indep^'udence  it  must  depend  upon 
this  |)ower.  and  its  pni]K'r  and  legal  and  niti«>nal  exen-ise;  and  it  is  to  judgi*  of  the  tact 
whether  a  t-ertiliciite  (not  of  agovernor.  a.s  c(inteiiiplat«'d  by  the  law.  a  rightful  governor 
in  all  H'siMi'ts — but  of  such  a  governor)  sluiU  have  the  efficacy  now  iLsk<'<l  for  it. 

Indeed,  in  this  very  ciise.  in  the  i*oniplications  iu  I^uisiaiia.  the  troubb*sanddiM>nler» 
there,  the  very  soul  of  the  objectitm  that  we  now  urge  against  the  n*cognition  of  thiit cer- 
titicate is  miule  to  apiHvir.  There  is  tntuble  aUmt  the  State  government  in  that  State. 
There  is  tmubb'  as  t4)who  is  the  con.Htitutioiially  eleet4*d  go\ernor.  )M)th  claiming  it, 
and  a**  to  which  InnIv  of  the  two  claiming  to  Ik*  the  legi^tlature  is  the  n*al  one.  In  thin 
ciinti-st.  where  so  much  right  is  involve<l.  and  where  right  should  U*  done,  might  it  not 
Ik>  that,  if  we  should  ailmit  rinchliack  uimui  the  <i'rtilicate  of  Kellogi;.  wewotild  to  that 
extent  recogni/e  him  as  the  rightful  governoritf  I^tuisiana,  and  |Misf«iblydiri>ct  additional 
jHtwer  against  the  other  side.  Would  this  In*  wis«',  and  just,  and  ex]MHlient:  and  when 
we  know,  t4M).  that  so  far  as  the  certilh'iite  in  its«*]f  is  conceriml  it  a«lds  nothing  to  title, 
but  that  ih«'  election  ctnistitutes  tlii'^?  If  it  is  the  ]Miliey  to  M'ttle  tlies4*  disttirliamvN  in 
Ijouisiana.  to  leeouni/e  either  governor  or  none,  do  it  in  the  usual  manner  known  to  the 
laws  and  that  i«  by  legislation  u|Hin  the  furt  ol  Cniigre^^,  when  the  whole  subject  can 
U*  lonsitlered.  and  the  reiiietly.  if  .my.  U*  ap)>lied. 

Having  (ome  to  the  •  oudu^inn  that  Kellogg  was  a  mere  usuriKTund  the n>rti Urate  not 
etititUil  to  resj»e«t.  01  jf  it  shituld  Ik-  cniisiiUTtNl  by  s«»inethat  he  wjLHtheg«»vernor'/r/rrrf(ri, 
that  even  in  thi"  \uw  no  Utiw  «iuixlit  t4»  In*  gi\en  to  his  4vrtilieate,  we  are  brought  to  the 
4-4insider.it imt  of  the  main  la4-t  it^M'lf.  th«*  <-le4  tion  of  rinchku'k  )»y  a  legislature.  While 
this  it  n<it  t4'clini4-all\  Uiitn*  tis,  it  i<*  subsiaiitially.  While  the  n'jxtrt  of  the  c<inimittee 
K(s4-s  its  a4-ti<iii  rntiit'l>  ii|M>n  th<*  ibri-**  4if  th«-  4-eitifi4ate.  tin*  rf*<44ilutioUMi)>uiits  thetinen- 
tifiu  4if.itlinis.sinn  gmerally.  It  t-aniidt  In*  deni<'«l  that  the  int|uiry  upon  one  brunch 
oiieie*  up  the  w  hob'  subje<-t.  ami  0114:  taniHit  Im*  well  (*onsidere<l without  (xinMideringbolh. 

Till**  biiims  Us  to  the  f\. iruin.it ifiii  nf  tli«'  IhnIv  4iii;aniz4'4l  under  the  retumn  made  by 
the  Lyneh  ttOkipl.to  wl.ti  h  w*  havi-  i«;tiif  d  in  ti««-  other  bram-h  of  tb*'  cum*.     In  looking 
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into  the  organization  that  elected  Piiicbback,  the  surreptitious  inauguration  of  Kellogg 
into  the  gubernatorial  office  pales  iuto  insignificance  before  the  fraudulent  creation  of 
this  body  into  a  legislature  and  of  its  sbaineless  pretension  to  power. 

Even  admit  that  Kellogg  was  the  rightful  governor  of  Louisiana,  and  that  his  certifi- 
cate should  have  all  the  force  which  could  properly  under  ordinary  circumstances  attach 
to  it,  still  all  the  facts  are  belbre  us,  and  they  are  of  the  gravest  character.  The  question 
is  not  who  are  members  of  the  legislature  of  Louisiana — for  that  body  is  the  judge  of 
this,  and  of  their  elections  and  qualifications;  ^vith  these  we  have  nothing  to  do;  but 
the  qu^tion  is  as  to  the  legislature  as  organized,  whether  there  is  one  in  being  to  elect, 
and  whether  such  an  one  elected  Pinchback.  The  existence  of  a  legislature  competent 
to  elect  a  Senator  is  not  only  a  historical  iact  to  be  known  to  us  as  any  other  patent  fact, 
but  it  is  one  which  is  susceptible  of  proof. 

It  will  be  necessary  again  to  give  a  brief  r^jsum^  of  the  facts  known  to  exist  in  Lou- 
isiana respecting  the  organization  of  the  body  claiming  to  be  the  legislature  of  that  State, 
and  which  elected  Pinchback. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  election  occurred  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  1872, 
and  it  was  held  under  the  election  law  passed  in  1870.  The  law  provided  for  a  board  of 
returning  officers,  before  whom  all  the  returns  of  the  State  were  to  be  laid  by  the  gov- 
ernor, to  be  canvassed  and  compiled;  and  further  provided  that  the  governor,  Warmoth; 
the  lieutenant-governor,  Pinchback;  secretary  of  state,  Herron,  and  John  Lynch,  and  T. 
C.  Anderson  comprise  this  board.  It  met  on  the  13th  and  14th  November.  Pinchback 
and  Anderson,  being  candidates  for  office,  were  disqualified.  The  governor,  Warmoth, 
removed  Herron  and  appointed  Wharton  in  his  stead  as  secretary  of  state,  by  virtue  of 
which  he  claimed  to  be  a  member  of  the  board.  Differences  arose  in  supplying  the  va- 
cancies occaiiioned  by  the  disqualification  of  Pinchback  and  Anderson.  The  result  was 
two  sets  of  returning  officers,  each  claiming  to  be  the  rightful,  legal  board;  one  headed  by 
Warmoth  as  governor,  consisting  of  himself  as  governor,  Wharton  as  secretary-  of  state. 
Hatch  and  Da  Ponte,  the  latter  being  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies.  The  other  board, 
headed  by  Lynch,  consisting  of  himself,  Herron,  who  still  claimed  to  be  secretary  of  state, 
Longstreet,  and  Hawkins,  the  latter  being  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies.  Both  boards 
applied  to  the  courts  of  the  State,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  litigation  as  to  which  was 
the  legal  board,  the  governor,  Warmoth,  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1872, 
approved  an  act  which  had  been  passed  at  the  previous  session  of  the  legislature,  repeal- 
ing entirely  the  act  passed  March  IG,  1870,  for  conducting  elections,  and  under  which 
this  election  had  been  conducted  up  to  this  time.  This  act  abolished  the  returning 
board  established  by  the  act  of  1870,  and  made  provision  for  another  one  to  be  elected 
by  the  senate.  This  disposed  of  both  boards.  No  election  returns  had  been  laid  before 
either.  There  being  no  returning  board  in  legal  existence  to  canvass  the  returns,  and 
there  being  no  session  of  the  senate,  so  that  a  board  could  be  elected  as  provided  by  the 
law,  to  consist  of  five  persons,  the  governor  claimed  his  right  to  make  the  appointments 
nnder  the  power  to  fill  vacancies  as  provided  by  this  article  of  the  constitution  of  Lou- 
isiana (article  61,  title  3):  "The  governor  shall  have  i)ower  to  fill  vacancies  that  may 
happen  daring  the  recess  of  the  senate  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  sessien  thereof  unless  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  constitution," 
Ac.  On  the  3d  day  of  December  he  appointed  De  Feriet,  Wiltz,  Isiiljelle,  Austin,  and 
Taylor.  On  the  day  following  he  submitted  the  official  returns  to  them,  and  they  can- 
vaaied  and  compiled  them,  and  with  the  results  we  have  before  gh'en,  showing  a  large 
majority  of  Democrats  and  Conservatives  in  both  branches  of  the  legislature.  Upon 
the  same  day  he  made  official  proclamation  of  the  results  ascertained  by  this  bosuxl,  as 
follows: 

Proclamation. 

State  of  Louisiana,  Executive  Depaetmext, 

New  Orleans,  December  4,  1872. 

Whereas  P.  8.  Wiltz,  Gabriel  De  Feriet,  Thomas  Isabelle,  J.  A.  Taylor,  and  J.  E.  Aus- 
tin, returning  officers  appointed  by  the  governor  to  fill  vacancies  existing,  in  accordance 
with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  have  made  declaration  of  the 
result  of  an  election  held  November  4,  1872,  and  have  declared  certain  persons  elected 
to  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  as  will  appear  from 
the  returns  herewith  attached  and  made  a  part  of  this  proclamation;  and 

Whereas  such  returns  are  compiled  from  the  official  returns  of  commissioners  of  elec- 
tion and  supervisors  of  registration,  on  file  in  this  office,  and  are  in  fact  and  in  form  accu- 
rate and  correct,  and  made  in  accordance  with  law: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Henry  Clay  Warmoth,  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  do  issue 
this  my  proclamation,  making  known  the  result  of  said  election  aforesaid,  and  command 
all  officers  and  persons  within  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  take  notice  pf  and  respect  the 
•aina. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State  this  4th  of  December,  A.  D.  1872,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  ninety-seventh. 

H.   C.    WARMOTH. 
By  the  governor: 

Y.  A.  WOODWARD, 

Amslant  Secretary  of  Siaie. 

At  the  same  time  the  Lynch  board,  continuing  its  organization  notwithstanding  the 
repeal  of  the  act  under  which  they  pretended  to  canvass,  and  from  the  data  to  which  we 
have  already  referred,  declared  who  were  elected  members  of  the  legislature,  a  large  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  Republicans. 

Gk)vemor  Warmoth,  when  he  approved  the  bill  on  the  20th  November  repealing  the 
election  law  of  1870,  at  the  same  time  called  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  to  con- 
vene on  the  9th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1872,  the  regular  session  being  that  to  begin  in 
January,  1873. 

Warmoth  was  the  regularly  constituted  governor  of  Louisiana.  The  only  board  of 
returning  oflBlcers  in  existence  having  the  semblance  of  law  to  sustain  a  legal  character 
was  the  De  Feriet  board,  appointed  by  him.  This  board,  and  only  this  board,  had  can- 
vassed the  official,  regular  returns  of  the  election,  and  announced  the  result,  and  gave 
certificates  of  election.  It  was  well  known  that  the  governor,  wielding  the  whole  exec- 
utive authority  of  Louisiana,  would  recognize  the  members  as  returned  elected  by  the 
De  Feriet  board  to  be  rightfully  entitled  to  organize  the  legislature;  that  the  meml)ers 
would  meet  on  the  9th  of  December,  as  was  directed  by  his  proclamation,  and  organize 
the  legislature;  and  that  it  would  be  recognized  as  the  legislature  of  that  State,  as  it 
would  be  in  right  and  in  fact  the  legislature.  Itwas  well  known  that  that  organiziition 
would  run  into  the  regular  session,  and  that,  continuing  the  legislature  of  thia  State,  the 
returns  as  examined  by  the  De  Feriet  Iward  would  be  submitted  to  it,  and  that  McEnerj* 
would  have  been  declared  elected,  and  would  have  i>ca(«ably  entered  into  the  exercise 
of  the  office  of  governor,  which  would,  of  course,  have  closed  the  career  of  Kellogg, 
Pinchback,  and  their  associates  for  the  present  in  this  respect. 

All  this  was  well  apprehended  by  Kellogg  and  his  associates.  The  State  courts  had 
failed  them,  and  the  determination  was  to  resort  to  another  and  a  stronger  tribunal.  Kel- 
logg, Pinchback,  and  Packard  determined  to  enlist  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in 
their  behalf.  So  early  as  the  16th  of  November  William  Pitt  Kellogg  filed  his  bill  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana  against  Governor  War- 
moth and  others,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  or  perpetuating  the  evidence 
of  the  official  returns  of  the  election,  then  in  the  hands  of  Warmoth,  or  under  his  control, 
and  praying,  among  other  things,  for  an  injunction.  On  the  day  following,  the  injunc- 
tion was  issued  as  prayed  by  the  bill. 

On  the  20th  November  the  defendants  answered  the  bill,  and  the  case  rested  until  the 
5th  of  December. 

On  the  4th  of  December  Governor  Warmoth  issued  the  proclamation  before  cited, 
whereupon  the  judge,  E.  H.  Durell,  without  any  application  or  motion  whatever  made 
in  the  cause,  issued  the  following  order: 


i( 


Circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  fifth  circuit  and  district  of  Louisiana,  in  equity. 


•'William  P.  Kellogg) 

vs.  \  No.  6830. 

'  H.  C.  Warmoth  ETAL.  ) 

"Whereas  Henry  C.  Warmoth,  one  of  the  respondents  herein,  has,  in  violation  of  the 
i-estrainiug  order  herein,  issued  the  following  proclamation  and  returns  of  certain  persons 
claiming  to  be  a  board  of  returning  officers,  all  in  violation  and  contempt  of  said  re- 
straining order,  as  follows,  viz,  &c.,  &c. : 

"  Now,  therefore,  in  order  to  prevent  the  further  obstruction  of  the  proceedings  in  this 
cause,  and,  further,  to  prevent  a  violation  of  the  orders  of  this  court,  to  the  imminent 
danger  of  disturbing  the  public  peace,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Louisiana  shall  forthwith  take  possession  of  the  building  known 
as  the  Mechanics*  Institute,  and  occupied  as  the  State-house  for  the  assembling  of  the 
legislature  therein,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  further 
order  of  this  court,  and  meanwhile  to  prevent  all  unlawful  assemblage  therein  under  the 
guise  or  pretext  of  authority  claimed  by  virtue  of  pretended  canvass  and  returns  made 
by  said  pretended  returning  officers  in  contempt  and  violation  of  said  restraining  order; 
but  the  marshal  is  directed  to  allow  the  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  the  public  offices 
in  said  building  of  persons  entitled  to  the  same. 

"E.  H.  DURELL." 
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This  was  done  on  the  night  of  the  5th  of  December,  and  at  2  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th  of  December  Marshal  Packard,  with  a  detachment  of  United  States  soldiers, 
seized  the  State-house  and  held  it  for  weeks. 

Under  that  order  this  pretended  legislature  was  organized,  and  the  members  only  who 
were  returned  by  the  Lynch  board  were  permitted  to  enter  the  hall  or  particpate  in  the 
organization.  This  organization  continued  to  ]>e  protected  by  the  military  power  of  the 
United  States  through  the  extra  session  into  the  regular,  which  began  its  session  on  the 
6th  day  of  January,  and  all  the  time  under  the  protection  of  the  military  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and,  indeed,  which  protection  has  continued  to  this  day.  It  will  be 
proper  to  observe  that  Kellogg  commenced  his  proceedings  in  the  United  States  courts 
on  the  IGth  of  November.  A  few  days  thereafter,  od  the  27th  of  November,  Kellogg 
writes  to  Attorney- General  Williams  the  following: 

"I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  General  Emory,  who  I  think  appreciates  the 
necessity  and  S3'mpathizes  with  the  Republican  party  here,  be  instructed  to  comply 
with  any  requisition  that  the  United  States  courts  may  make  upon  him  in  support  of 
its  mandates  and  to  preserve  peace.  As  at  present  advised,  I  think  General  Emory 
understands  that  he  is  to  use  the  troops  in  no  contingency  without  instructions  from 
Washington." 

On  December  .3  the  following  order  was  received  from  Washington  ^ 

Department  of  Justice,  Decemhrr  3,  1872. 
S.  B.  Packard,  Esq., 

Unif^d  States  Marshal,  New  Orleans,  La. : 

You  are  to  enforce  the  decrees  and  mandates  of  the  United  States  courts,  no  matter 
by  whom  resisted,  and  General  Emory  will  furnish  you  with  all  necessary  troops  lor 
that  purpose. 

GEO.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Attomei/-  General. 

4 

Ou  the  night  of  the  5th  of  December  the  mandate  of  Judge  Durell  was  made,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th  the  military,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  Attorney- (Jeueral 
Williams,  seized  the  State-house,  and  the  plot  to  seize  the  State  government  of  Louisi- 
ana was  consummated. 

The  simple  detail  of  these  facts  ought  to  be  sufficient  in  themselves  to  characterize 
the  whole  transaction  without  any  illustration  upon  our  part.  There  was  not  a  step 
taken  in  the  whole  proceeding  that  is  to  be  justified;  there  is  no  single  act  to  be  sup- 
ported by  any  resort  to  reason,  law,  or  justice.  The  reckless  assumption  of  Judge  Du- 
rell to  interpose  in  matters  wholly  belonging  to  the  State  authorities,  and  in  terms  pro- 
hibited from  doing  what  he  did  by  the  very  law  of  Congress  under  which  he  pretended 
to  derive  authority  to  act,  is  beyond  all  precedent,  and  one  cannot  adequately  charac- 
terize it  in  language  to  be  used  here.  The  atrocity  of  his  action  in  directing  the  marshal 
of  the  United  States  to  seize  the  State-house,  where  the  legislature  of  the  State  was  to 
convene,  and  further  directing  him  to  allow  certain  of  its  members  only  to  enter  it,  has 
but  few  parallels  anywhere,  and  none  before  in  American  history.  The  whole  proceed- 
ing from  its  inception  down  to  its  final  consummation  was  a  gross  usurpation  accom- 
panied with  every  species  of  fraud  and  tyranny.  The  body  that  was  organized  under 
this  mandate  and  its  military  enforcement  is  not  entitled  to  any  legal  existence  that  any 
American  should  acknowledge..  The  whole  is  a  product  of  fraud, -conspiracy,  and  of 
armed  force,  and  is  entitled  to  no  consideration. 

We  wish  it  to  be  remembered  that  we  are  not  inquiring  into  the  component  parts  of 
a  legislative  body.  Each  house  of  the  legislature  must  do  that  for  itself.  We  are  in- 
quiring into  the  aggregate  character  of  the  body  as  organized  and  as  it  represents  itself 
to  be — a  legislature;  how  it  was  brought  into  being;  how  supported;  and  under  what 
authority.  We  find  no  single  element  in  it  to  constitute  it  a  legislature  representing 
the  free  people  of  Louisiana  under  their  constitution  and  laws;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
simply  a  body  organized  under  the  mandate  of  a  Federal  judge  supported  by  the  armed 
force  of  the  United  States,  based  upon  a  pretended  election  found  by  a  returning  board 
without  a  single  official  return,  and  not  having  a  tittle  of  authority,  and  acting  in  viola- 
tion and  in  defiance  of  all  law.  We  find  that  body,  pretending  to  be  the  legislature  of 
Louisiana,  the  mere  creature  of  a  conspiracy  as  bold,  as  reckless,  and  as  wicked  as  any 
that  has  ever  disgraced  the  annals  of  history.  We  speak  thus  strongly  because  our  in- 
stincts as  American  citizens  prompt  us  to  the  reprobation  it  so  signally  deserves.  This 
body  thus  organized  chose  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  a  Senator  in  Congress  Sov  the  period  he 
claims. 

The  large  mass  of  the  members  of  it  were  never  elected  in  fact;  the  returning  board 
declaring  them  to  be  elected  had  not  a  single  power  to  do  so;  it  never  had  an  official  re- 
turn before  it.     Judge  Durell  had  no  power  to  issue  his  mandate  and  the  troops  had  no 
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right  to  enforce  it.  In  tlic  v.  lioli'  tragedy  olt-vints  jw  each  succeeded  the  other,  thrri- 
was  not  one  single  act  that  eonld  lor  a  moment  give  a  color  of  right  to  any  other.  Eveiy 
one  was  an  undoubted  wrong,  crime,  or  usurpation,  and  yet  all  combined,  and  nothing 
else,  organized  this  body  and  kept  it  in  being.  Can  such  a  body,  we  ask,  so  organized, 
put  upon  the  Senate  and  upon  the  people  of  Louisiana  their  creature,  and  he  one  of  the 
main  conspirators?  Kellogg,  I^chback,  Casey,  Packard,  Durell,  and  Williams — names 
indelibly  written  upon  every  page  of  this  most  unnatural  history  of  jiolitical  crime  and 
lolly !  There  is  not  a  single  act  in  the  whole  proceeding  to  mitigate  the  unqualified 
condemnation  it  must  receive  at  the  hands  of  every  honest  man  and  of  every  sincere 
lover  of  American  liberty  and  of  constitutional  government. 

We  have  stated  that  the  Lynch  board,  pretending  to  canvass  the  returns,  had  no  legal 
existence;  that  no  official*  returns  were  before  it  to  canvass;  that  the  oixier  of  Judge 
Durell  was  not  only  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  but  that  it  was  a  gross  usurpation. 
To  sustain  all  this  it  is  not  necessary  to  depend  u]pon  our  own  declarations;  but  we  recur, 
and  with  pleasure,  to  the  able  report  so  often  referred  to.  In  addition  to  what  w^e  have 
already  quoted  upon  this  subject,  we  give  the  following.  In  speaking  of  this  order  of 
Judge  Durell,  and  in  connection  with  it  of  the  De  Feriet  board,  the  committee  say  ou 
page  17: 

"  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  more  irregular,  illegal,  and  in  every  way  inexcusable 
act  on  the  part  of  a  judge.  Conceding  the  power  of  the  court  to  malwe  such  an  order, 
the  judge  out  of  court  had  no  more  authority  to  make  it  than  had  the  marshal.  It  has 
not  even  the  form  of  judicial  process.  It  was  not  sealed,  nor  was  it  signed  by  the  clerk, 
and  had  no  more  legal  effect  than  an  order  issued  by  any  private  citizen. 

*'  There  had  been  no  amendment  of  the  bill  of  complaint.  The  law  of  November  20 
had  been  promulgated.  The  De  Feriet  board  had  been  appointed  in  pretended  pursu- 
ance thereof.  Whether,  under  the  constitution,  the  governor  had  the  power,  in  the 
vacation  of  the  legislature,  to  appoint  that  board,  upon  the  ground  that  the  act  of 
November  20  created  offices,  and  therefore  vacancies  in  office,  your  committee  do  not 
inquire.  But  it  is  understood  that  the  constitution  has  been  so  construed  in  that  State, 
and  that  Judge  Dibble  was  appointed  bj'  the  governor  under  similar  circumstances. 

"The  De  Feriet  board,  therefore,  had  color  of  official  existence.  Tluir  canvass  was 
completed  and  tho  result  promulgated  under  color  of  the  State  law,  and  it  is  clear  that 
this  gave  the  Federal  court  no  more  right  to  seize  the  State-house  than  to  seize  the 
Capitol." 

Further,  in  speaking  of  Judge  Durell,  the  committee  say  on  page  27: 

**  Viewed  in  any  light  in  which  your  committee  can  consider  them,  the  orders  and 
injunctions  made  and  granted  by  Judge  Durell  in  this  cause  are  most  reprehensible, 
erroneous  in  point  of  law,  and  are  wholly  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction;  and  your  ci^m- 
mittee  must  express  their  sorrow  and  humiliation  that  a  judge  of  the  United  States 
should  have  proceeded  in  such  flagrant  disregard  of  his  duty,  and  have  so  far  overstepped 
the  limits  of  Federal  jurisdiction." 

Again,  on  page  28,  the  committee  say: 

**But  for  the  interference  of  Judge  Durell  in  the  matter  of  this  State  election,  a  mat- 
ter wholly  beyond  his  jurisdiction,  the  McEnery  government  would  to-day  have  been 
the  de  facto  government  of  the  State.  Judge  Durell  interposed  the  Armj'  of  the  United 
States  between  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  the  only  government  which  has  the  sem- 
blance of  regularity,  and  the  result  of  this  has  been  to  establish  the  Kellogg  government, 
so  far  as  that  State  now  has  any  government.  For  the  United  States  to  interfere  in  a 
State  election,  and  "by  the  employment  of  troops  set  up  a  governor  and  legislature  with- 
out a  shadow  of  right,  and  then  to  refuse  redress  of  the  wrong  upon  the  ground  that  to 
grant  relief  would  be  interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  State,  is  a  proposition  difficult  to 
utter  with  a  grave  countenance.  Besides,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  to  what  extent 
the  supreme  court  may  have  been  intluenccd  in  rendering  this  decision  ])y  the  fact  that 
the  Kellogg  government,  the  creation  of  the  Lynch  boanl,had  already  been  established, 
and  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  sustained  by  Federal  authority." 

Again,  the  committee,  in  discussing  another  point  of  the  subject,  allude  incidentally 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  Kellogg  legislature  was  organized.  The  committee  say,  on 
page  47  of  their  rei)ort : 

*'In  November,  1872.  Judge  Howe,  of  the  supreme  court,  resigned,  and  Governor  War- 
moth  commissioned  J.  If.  Keunard  to  fill  the  vacancy.  After  the  Kellogg  legislature  was 
organized  under  Judge  Durell's  injunction,  enforced  by  United  States  troops,  the  house 
of  representatives  of  that  legislature  pretended  to  impeach  and  suspend  Governor  War- 
moth,  whereupon  Pinchback,  who  had  ])een  elected  president  of  the  senate  in  place  of 
Lieutenant-Goveraor  Dunn,  decea.sed,  which  under  the  constitution  made  him  lieuten- 
ant-governor, proclaimed  himself  acting  governor  in  place  of  Warmoth,  impeached  and 
suspended.  Pinchback  afterward  nominated  Morgan,  v/howas  confirmed  by  the  senate, 
to  till  the  same  vacancy." 
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Also,  w«  cannot  refrain  from  giving  the  following  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
Mr.  Morton,  who  in  a  dissenting  opinion  used  this  langoage  respecting  Judge  Dnrell  and 
his  official  conduct: 

* '  The  conduct  of  Judge  Durell,  sitting  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  can> 
not  he  justified  nor  defended.  He  grossly  exceeded  his  jurisdiction,  and  assumed  the 
exercise  of  powers  to  which  he  could  lay  no  claim.     *    *    * 

**  But  the  pretense  that  in  a  suit  to  perpetuate  testimony  the  court  could  go  beyond 
the  natural  and  reasonable  jurisdiction  to  decide  who  constituted  the  legal  returning 
board  under  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  and  to  enforce  the  rights  of  such  as  it  might  deter- 
mine to  be  members  of  that  board  and  to  enjoin  others  who  were  not,  is  without  any 
foundation  in  law  or  logic. 

'*  In  the  Antoine  case  Judge  Durell  not  only  assumed  to  determine  who  constituted 
the  legal  returning  board,  but  to  prescribe  who  should  be  permitted  to  take  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  legislature  and  to  ehjoin  all  persons  from  taking  part  in  such  organ* 
ization  who  were  not  returned  by  the  Lynch  board  as  elected ;  and  this  assumption  of 
jurisdiction  was  made  in  the  face  of  the  express  provision  in  the  act  of  1870  that  its  ben- 
efits should  not  extend  to  candidates  for  electors,  for  Congress,  or  for  the  State  legislature. 
His  order,  issued  in  the  Kellogg  case  to  the  United  States  marshal  to  take  possession  ol' 
the  State-house  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  unlawful  assemblages,  under  which  the 
marshal  called  to  his  aid  a  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  as  a  posse  comita- 
tus,  can  only  be  characterized  as  a  gross  usurpation." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  whole  committee  regarded  the  acts  of  Judge  Durell  as  a  gross 
usurpation;  yet  upon  that  act  alone  rests  the  organization  of  the  Kellogg  legislature.  A 
body  thus  organized  and  thus  constituted,  as  shown  by  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  is  not 
entitled  to  any  respect,  and  particularly  is  not  entitled  to  impose  a  Senator  upon  this 
chamber,  upon  the  country,  and  especially  upon  the  people  of  Louisiana,  as  their  repre- 
sentative upon  this  floor.  In  contrast  with  this  body,  we  know  there  was  a  rival  body, 
a  rival  State  government,  so  far  as  the  State  and  local  officers  were  concerned;  a  rival 
government,  too,  not  depending  upon  armed  forces  for  organization  and  existence.  A 
government,  though  not  in  active  power,  was  still  in  being.  That  rival  government,  the 
facts  most  conclusively  show,  depended  for  its  legal  existence — 

First.  Upon  the  official  returns  of  the  votes  cast  at  the  regular  election,  and  canvassed 
and  counted  by  a  board  of  returning  officers  known  as  the  De  Feriet  board,  appointed  by 
the  governor,  as  he  claimed  he  had  the  right  to  do  under  the  act  of  November  20,  1872, 
and  the  board,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that  possessed  the  power  to  canvass  the 
returns. 

Second.  Upon  the  officitU  returns  as  canvassed  and  counted  by  the  board  elected  by 
the  senate  of  the  McEnery  legislature,  as  provided  under  the  same  act,  and  known  as 
the  Forman  board. 

Third.  Upon  the  undoubted  fact  that  the  official  returns  were  true  and  gave  the  results 
as  ascertained  by  both  boards. 

Fourth.  Upon  the  undoubted  fact  that  the  people  of  Louisiana  are  satisfied  that  their 
real  will  was  expressed  in  these  official  returns,  and  that  this — the  McEnery— is  their 
chosen  government. 

Fifth.  Upon  the  undoubted  fact  that  nothing  could  have  prevented  its  going  into 
peaceful  operation  and  being  the  government  to-day,  except  for  the  interposition  of  Judge 
Durell  and  his  associates  in  that  crime,  supported  by  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 
States. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  the  Kellogg  government  depends — 

First.  Upon  the  canvass  of  a  returning  board  having  no  authority  and  having  no  offi- 
cial returns  to  canvass. 

Second.  Upon  the  illegal  order  of  Judge  Durell,  and  the  enforcement  of  it  by  United 
States  troops. 

Third.  Upon  the  military  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  that  protection 
alone,  as  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  withdrawal  of  this  protection  would  result  in 
an  instant  dissolution  and  dispersion  of  his  government. 

Can  the  Senate  hesitate  to  determine  between  such  governments?  The  interpasition 
of  mere  force  without  cause  and  without  right,  by  which  one  for  the  present  may  be  put 
up  and  the  other  down,  should  not  deter  us  in  determining  which  is  the  rightful  one.  The 
soldiers  of  the  United  States  should  not  be  allowed  to  step  in  between  our  judgment  and 
our  duty.  The  day  is  not  yet  upon  us,  we  trust,  when  the  sword  is  to  settle  questions 
alone  for  us  to  determine.  Taking  all  the  facts  as  they  appear  in  the  case  before  us,  from 
the  inception  of  each  rival  body  to  the  final  consummation  in  their  respective  organiza- 
tions, we  can  determine  between  them.  It  is  our  duty  to  do  so;  and  we  have  facts  suffi- 
ciently numerous  and  authentic  to  determine  fairly  and  intelligently  between  them.  Eadi 
has  chosen  Senators,  and  both  are  here  with  certificates. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  where  there  are  rival  bodies,  each  daiming  to  be  the  rigbt- 
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fal  legulatare  of  a  State,  asd  eai-h  prei^entiog  a  Senator  for  admission  upon  this  floor,  tre 
most  judge  between  them,  for  the  reason  that  we  are  to  judge  of  the  elet-tions,  the  qnal- 
ifications,  and  returns  of  our  own  members;  and  in  this  we  are  to  know  whether  the 
body  choo8iug  a  Senator  is  the  legislature  having  the  constitutional  right  to  do  so,  and 
that  such  an  one  did  choose  a  Senatx)r. 

This  was  clearly  submitted  in  the  case  of  Bobbins  and  Potter,  conti.*stin«;  Senators  m>m 
Khode  Island.     Mr.  Poindexter,  who  submitted  the  majority  report  in  that  ease,  says: 

''There  was  but  one  governor  and  but  one  senate  in  the  State  clainiii)<;  to  be  a  part  oi 
the  general  assembly.  If  there  had  existed  another  body  of  men.  however  chosen.  a>n- 
tending  for  theoffices  of  the  governor  and  senators  in  the  State,  it  will  not  Ik*  denit-d  that 
their  respective  rights  might  be  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  deciding  a  i-ontt-stod  election  m 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States." 

The  right  of  the  Senate  is  undoubtetl  to  judge  in  this  rcsi)ect.  Its  power  Ls  not  lim- 
ited, for  the  sound  reason  that  its  independence  can  only  be  absohitely  presened  in 
possessing  such  aright.  In  exercising  it  here,  we  should  not  liC  capricious,  bur  governed 
in  our  conduct  by  rules  that  goo<l  sense,  honest  intention,  and  a  desire  Jbr  truth  ami 
justice  should  naturally  inspire.  No  other  department  of  the  Government  ou^ht  to  con- 
trol it;  no  other  depiirtment  of  the  (.k»vemment  .should  be  allowetl,  under  any  pretext  or 
in  the  exercise  of  any  power,  to  trench  upon  it.  It  is  a  primary  right,  for  in  its  free  and 
absolute  exercise  the  very  life,  existence,  and  organization  of  free  legislative  bodies  de- 
pend. 

Coming  to  the  main  point  again,  should  the  Senate  hesitate  betwt»en  the  rival  g«»vem- 
ments?  How  can  the  Senate  recognize  the  Kellogg,  government,  stamped,  as  it  is,  all 
over  with  fraud,  conspiracy,  and  force?  There  is  not  an  element  of  free  constitutional 
government  in  it.  Merc  intruders  and  usurpers  in  all  departments  of  it,  how  shall  the 
Senate,  in  respect  for  constitutional  government,  admit  that  such  a  iHxly  as  that  organ- 
ized under  the  order  of  Durell  shall  impose  upon  us  a  Senator?  We  might  receive 
with  just  as  much  plausibility  and  complacency  a  Senator  from  the  soldiery  who  guarded 
that  body  when  it  went  through  the  forms  of  choosing  one.  The  bayonet  organizetl  it, 
kept  it  in  l>eing,  protected  it  by  day  and  by  night,  and  without  it  no  one  would  be  here 
pressing  a  claim  to  a  seat  by  virtue  of  any  authority  from  it. 

Speaking  for  ourselves,  we  cannot  in  any  manner  acknowledge  any  such  election.  AVe 
cannot  give  any  respect  or  efficacjy  to  the  certificate  un<ler  consideration  as  tliat  of  a 
rightful  governor,  and  must,  therefore,  declare  that  in  our  opinion  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

It  is  said  that  the  Senate  is  ])ound,  or  ought  to  be  bound,  by  de^^isions  of  the  judicial 
tribunals  of  the  State  when  inquiring  into  the  existence  of  a  government  or  of  its  ollicers: 
also  by  the  action  of  other  departments  of  the  State  government;  also  by  the  late  act  of  the 
President  and  by  reason  of  the  possession  of  the  office  fora  Icugth  of  time.     We  shall  only 
briefly  remark  that  this  body  is  bound  by  nothing  in  the  exere.iseof  its  undoubted  iK)wer. 
But  admitting  that  any  or  all  of  these  combined  should  have  more  or  less  influence  upon 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate  in  coming  to  conclusions,  we  may  l>e  permitted  to  say  that, 
in  regard  to  the  judicial  action  of  the  courts  of  Louisiana  in  relation  to  this  subjerl,  the 
question  in  issue  never  wius  fairly  presented,  and  with  the  further  remark  that  it  is  pain- 
fully evident  that  a  majority  of  the  court  deciding  cases  having  relevancy  at  all  to  the  sub- 
ject was  in  complicity  with  the  Kellogg  govenmient  to  maintain  its  power;  and  so  with 
the  other  departments  of  the  State  government,  for  all  depended  for  their  very  existence 
upon  the  oflicial  ])eing  of  Kellogg.     As  to  the  action  of  the  President  having  any  bind- 
ing force  upon  the  Senate,  we  say  that  his  powder  to  act  relates  alone  to  one  thing,  and 
that  is  the  suppression  of  violence  when  legally  called  upon  for  aid  in  suppressing  such 
violence.     His  action  cannot  bind  beyond  the  simple  fact  and  its  real  dependents;  it  de- 
cides no  right  for  us  or  for  Congress.     One  word  as  to  the  continuous  possession  of  Kellogg, 
and  which  it  is  claimed  gives  him  some  standing  to  be  considered  in  this  body.     Hi.s  pos- 
session is  that  of  fraud  and  force,  and  this  possession  is  to-day  only  held  by  this  fon'c. 
It  is  tlie  possession  of  might  against  right,  and  the  weakness  of  the  title  will  at  once  be 
witnessecl  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  force  which  keeps  him  in  place.     In  our  opinion, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  matters  that  would  be  set  up  to  secure  a  recognition  of  the  Kel- 
logg govenmieut.     The  whole  is  a  crime  against  our  civilization  imd  ablot  upon  our  free 
institutions. 

WILLIAM  T.  flAMILTOX. 
ELI  SAULSBURY. 

Thursday,  FcbrmtrpW,  1875. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  ICh'ctions,  to  whom  were  refcrreil  the  credentials  of  P.  B.  8.  Pinchhack; 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  to  accompany  the  rei)ort, 

[See  Keport  No.  «2(>,  submitted  February'  8,  1875.] 


THE   L0UISIA:N'A   cases,    1873-80.  503 

Monday,  February  15,  1875. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  8th  instant,  that  P.  B.  S. 
Pinchback  be  admitted  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Lonisiana  for  the  term  of  six  years 
beginniog  on  the  4  th  of  March,  1873. 

Pending  debate, 

A  message  from  the  House,  &c. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1277-1289  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iii,  part  2.  J 

Tuesday,  February  16,  1875. 
The  Senate  resumed,  «S:c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  130(3-1310  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iii,  piirt2.] 

Wednesday,  February  17,  1875. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  to  admit  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and, 

After  further  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine,  at  3  o'clock  and  45  minutes  p.  m.  (Thursday),  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  39,  nays  22. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

Those  who  voted  t^i  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Bayard,  Bogy,  Conk- 
ling,  Cooper,  Davis,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Edmunds,  Fenton,  Frelinghuysen,  Goldthwaite, 
Gordon,  Hager,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Ingalls,  Johnston,  Kelly, 
McCreery,  Merrimon,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Ransom,  Robert- 
son, Saulsbury,  Schurz,  Scott,  Sprague,  Stevenson,  Stockton,  Thurman,  Tipton,  Wad- 
leigh,  Washburn,  Windom,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Boreman,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clayton, 
Conover,  Cragin,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan,  Hamlin,  Harvey,  Howe,  Jones,  Logan, 
Morton,  Oglesby,  Patterson,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Sargent,  Spencer,  Stewart,  and  West. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1327-1353,  135^1382  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol. 
iii,  part  2.] 

Thursday,  February  18,  1875. 

Mr.  Boutwell  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Massachusetts  in  favor  of  the  admis- 
sion of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  as  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate  fi"om  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1875.] 

Friday,  March  5,  1875. 
Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

*'  RcHolved,  That  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  admitted  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana for  the  term  of  six  years  beginning  on  the  4th  of  March,  1873.** 
Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Monday,  March  8,  1875. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  providing  for  the  admission  of  P.  B.  S. 
Pinchback  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and. 

Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sherman,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3-7  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  Maxch  9,  1875. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  9-17  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

WEDNESDAY,  March  10,  1875. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c.  • 

[The  debate-is  found  on  pages  17-25  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

Friday,  March  12,  1875. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debftte  is  found  on  pages  32-41  of  tho  Cou^ressipual  Record,  vol,  iv,  part  1.  j 
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Satusdat,  March  13,  1875. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. ;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  the  word  "not' 
before  the  word  * '  admitted, ' * 

Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  41-53  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  paxt  1.] 

Monday,  March  15,  1875. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. ;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  viz,  insert  the  word 
*  *  not "  before  the  word  * '  admitted, ' »  '  . 

Pending  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ezecative  busi- 
ness. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  55-62  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  March  1(5,  1875. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  admit  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and. 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  West  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the 
second  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  33,  nays  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  West,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Alcom,  Allison,  Boutwell,  Bruce7  Burn- 
side,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Clayton,  Conover,  Cragin,  Dawes, 
Dorsey,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelinglmysen,  Hamilton,  Hamlin,  Harvey,  Howe,  Ingzills, 
Jones  of  Nevada,  McMillan,  Mitchell,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton, 
Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Sargent,  Sherman,  Spencer,  West,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bogy,  Booth,  Caperton.  Chris- 
tiancy,  Cockrell,  Cooper,  Davis,  Eaton,  Goldthwaite,  Gordon,  Hitchcock,  Johnson  of 
Tennessee,  Johnston  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kelly,  Keman,  McCreery,  McDonald, 
Maxey,  Merrinion,  Norwood,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Saulsbury,  Stevenson,  Thurman,  Wal- 
lace, Whyte,  and  Withers. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  62-91  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-fourth  Congress.] 

Thursday,  December  9,  1875. 

Mr.  West  presented  a  letter*  of  W.  L.  McMillen,  asking  permission  to  withdraw  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate  his  credentials  as  Senator- elect  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
submitted  the  following  order: 

Ordered^  That  the  requcvst  of  W.  L.  McMillen,  heretofore  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  lor  the  return  of  his  credentials  be  granted. 

Tuesday,  December  14, 1875. 

Ordered,  That  the  request  of  William  L.  McMillen,  heretofore  claiming  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  return  of  his  credentials  be  granted. 

After  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  theaffirmative — ^yeas  !^,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ilowe,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Boutwell,  Bruce,  Bumside, 
Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Christiaucy,  Clayton.  Conkling,  Conover,  Cragin,  Edmunds,  Feny, 
Frelinghuysen,  Hamlin,  Harvey,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Ingalls,  McMillan,  Morrill  of  Ver- 
mont, Morton,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Robertson,  Sargent,  Sherman,  Spencer, West, Windom, 
and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bogy,  Caperton,  Cockrdll,  Cooper, 
Davis,  Dawes,  Eaton,  Eijj.;lish,  Uoldthwiiltc.  dordoii,  Johnston,  JonesofFlori^  Kcdly, 

•A  copy  of  the  letter  i»  foiiud  on  i>agc  190  of  the  CongrebMioiwil  Ueoonl,  vol.  iv,  j^rli,. 


THE   LOUISIANA   CASES,    1873-80.  505 

Eernan,  Kej,  MoCreeiy,  McDonald,  Merrimon,  Norwood,  Randolph,  Ransom,  8aiilsbary„ 
Stevenson,  lliannan,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

So  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  request  of  Mr.  McMilleu  be  granted,  and  that  his  credentials  be 
returned  to  him  by  the  Secretary. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  200-204  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

CBEDENTIALS  OF  3IR,    MABB. 

Monday,  December  20,  1875. 

Mr.  Bayard  presented  a  paper  signed  by  John  McEnery  as  governor  of  Louisiana  and 
purporting  to  be  the  credentials  of  Robert  H.  Marr,  appointed  a  Senator  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  William  L.  McMillen. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

CREDENTIALS  OF  MB.  EUSTIS. 

Tuesday,  January  18,  1876. 

Mr.  Thurman  presented  papers  purporting  to  be  the  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  ending  March'  3,  1879. 

Orderedy  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  and  a  copy  of  the  credentials  are  found  on  pages  451-455  of  the  Con- 
gressional Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

Monday,  January  24,  1876. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton, 

Ordered^  That  the  papers  purporting  to  be  the  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Louisiana  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Wednesday,  January  26,  1876. 

Mr.  West  presented  a  memorial*  of  certain  State  senators  of  Louisiana  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  Hon.  James  B.  Eustis  as  United  States  Senator  from  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Friday,  January  28,  1876. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
papers  purporting  to  be  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  following  report: 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Morton  (chairman),  Logan,  Mitchell,  Wadleigh, 
Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  McMillan,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Cooper.] 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  relating 
to  the  election  of  J.  B.  Eustis  to  a  seat  in  this  body  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  in  their  opinion  there  is  no  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  having  been  elected  in  January,  1873,  to  the  term  begin- 
ning on  the  4th  of  March,  1873.  They  therefore  recommend  that  the  papers  relating  to 
Mr.  Eustis  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Thursday,  February  3,  1876. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  Seriate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
by  him  March  5,  1875,  for  the  admission  of  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  to  a  seat  iu  the  Senate 
as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and. 

On  motion  by  }lr.  Edmunds,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

Friday,  February  4,  1876. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  viz,  before  the 
word  ** admitted,"  in  the  said  resolution,  insert  the  word  **  not," 

Pending  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  o 
tion  of  executive  business.  . 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  886-889  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ir, 

"^  Found  In  Senate  Misoellaneous,  44th  Ck>ng.,  Ist  sefls.,  No.  41. 
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Monday,  February  7,  167G. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  907-913  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  Fcln-uary  8,  187G. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[No  debate  took  place.] 

Monday,  February  14,  1876. 
The  Senate  resumed,  <Sm;. 

[The  Congressional  Kecord  states  (page  1065,  vol.  iv,  part  2)  that  Mr.  Morton's  speech 
made  this  day  would  be  printed  in  the  Appendix,  but  it  does  not  appear  there.  ] 

Wednesday,  March  1,  ld7t>. 
The  Senate  resumed,  <S:c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1382-1392  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  2.] 

Thursday,  March  2,  1876. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[No  debate  took  place.] 

Friday,  March  3,  1876. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  fouud  on  pages  1436-1444  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  2.] 

Monday,  March  6,  1876. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[No  debate  took  place.  ] 

Tuesday,  March  7,  1876. 
The  Senate  resumed,  «&c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1511-1516  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  2.] 

Wednesday,  March  8,  1876. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  admit  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  Stiite  of  Louisiana;  and, 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  viz,  before  the  word 
**admitte<l  "  in  the  said  resolution  insert  the  word  "  not," 

Aller  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yejis  32,  nays  29. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-Iifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  art',  Messrs.  Bayanl,  Caperton,  Christiancy,  Cock- 
rell.  Cooper,  Davis,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Edmunds,  English,  (lordon,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Flor- 
ida, Kelly,  Keman,  Key,  McCrcery,  McDonald,  Maxey,  Merrimon,  Morrill  of  Maine, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Paddock,  liandolph.  Ransom,  Saulsbur^',  Stevenson,  Thur- 
man,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs  Allison,  Anthony,  Boutwell,  Bruce,  Cam- 
eron of  Pennsylvania,  Conkling,  Conover,  Cragin,  Dorsey,  Ferry,  Frelinghuysen,  Ham- 
ilton, Hamlin,  Harvey,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Logan,  McMillan, 
Mitchell,  Morton,  Patterson,  Sargent,  Sharon,  Sherman,  Spencer,  West,  and  Winciom. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  32,  nays  29. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-lift h  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messi-s.  Bayard,  Caperton,  Christiancy,  Cock- 
rell,  Cooper,  Davis,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Edmunds,  English,  Gordon,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Flor- 
ida, Kelly,  Kernan,  Key,  McCreery,  McDonald,  Maxey,  Merrimon,  Morrill  of  Maine, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Paddock,  Randolph,  ICansom,  Saulsbury,  Stevenson,  Thur- 
man,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Boutwell,  Bnic^,  Cam- 
eron of  Pennsylvania,  Conkling,  Conover,  Cmgiu,  Dorsey,  Ferry,  Frelinghuysen,  Ham- 
ilton, Hamlin,  Harvey,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Logan.  McMillan, 
Mitchell,  Morton,  Patterson,  Sargent,  Sharon,  Shennan,  Spencer,  West,  andWindom. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  be  not  admitted  as  a  Senator  from  tlie  State  of 
Louisiana  Tor  the  term  of  six  years  beginning  on  the  4th  of  .Murcli,  1873. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1545-1558  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  2.3 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1877.] 

TnUKSDAY,  JUarch  8,  1877. 

Mr.  Thurman  sabmltted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration : 

^^  Resolved  J  That  the  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator  from  the  State 

of  Louisiana,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 

Elections  when  that  committee  shall  be  appointed." 

Friday,  March  J),  1877. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  yesterday 
submitted  by  him  for  the  reference  of  the  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis  to  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections;  and 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator  I'rom  tlie  State 
of  Louisiana,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections.'* 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.] 

Thubsday,  October  18,  1877. 

Mr.  Thurman  submitted  a  motion  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Eustis  be  now  sworn  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  expiring  March  3,  1870. 

Mr.  Conkling  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion,  and  raised  the  question  of 
order,  viz,  that  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Eustis  having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  at  the  last  special  session  of  the  Senate  and  not  having  been 
reported  upon,  were  not  before  the  Senate,  but  still  in  possession  of  the  committee  under 
the  fifty-ninth  rule,  which  prescribes  that  all  subjects  referred  to  committees  aud  not 
reported  upon  at  the  close  of  a  session  of  Congress  shall  be  returned  to  the  ofiice  of  the 
Secretary,  to  be  by  him  retained  until  the  next  session,  when  they  shall  be  returned  to 
the  several  committees. 

The  Vice-President  submitted  the  question  of  order  to  tlie  Senate  in  the  Ibllowing- 
words: 

*' Shall  all  subjects  referred  to  committees  and  not  reported  upon  at  the  close  of  the 
last  preceding  session  of  this  body,  in  March  last,  and  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  several  committees  to  which  they  had  previously 
been  referred?" 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  that  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  Ix)  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis, 

Mr.  Edmunds  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  this  day. 

When, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thimnan  (at  3  o'clock  and  IG  minutes  p.  m. ),  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pag^  107,  108  of  the  Congressional  Kecord,  vol.  vi.] 

Friday,  October  19,  1877. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Thurman  to 
discharge  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  credentials  of  J.  B.  Eustis;  and. 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman, 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  109-115  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Saturday,  Decemhr  1,  1877. 

Mr.  Wadleigh,  fit)m  the  Committee  on  Privileges  aud  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred 
papers  purporting  to  be  credentials  of  James  B.  Eustis,  claiming  a  seat  as  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Resolved,  That  James  B.  Eustis  is  lawfully  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  from  the  12th  day  of  January,  1876,  for  the 
term  ending  March  3,  1879;  and  that  he  be  admitted  thereto  upon  taking  the  proper 
oath." 

Mr.  Ingalls  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Senate  to  submit  the  views*  of  a  minority 
of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  papers  purporting  to  be  credentials 

*  Never  submitted. 
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of  JametB.  Enstis,  claiiniiig  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  Stat*  of  Loala- 
ana. 

BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE, 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Wadleigh  (chairman),  Mitchell,  Cameron  of  Wis- 
consin, McMillan.  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Hill.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
December  1,  1877.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wadleigh,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  cre<lentials  of 
.James  R  Eustis  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4,  1873,  ask  leave  to  submit  the  lul- 
lowing  report: 

Mr.  Eustis  claims  to  have  been  elected  on  the  12th  of  January,  1876.  The  bo<ly  whith 
elected  him  was  that  formed  by  what  is  known  as  the  Wheeler  compromise;  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  lawful  legislature  of  Louisiana. 

Two  questions  arise  in  this  case:  First,  whether  Mr.  Eustis  was  lawfully  elected; 
second,  whether  at  the  time  of  "his  election  a  vacancy  existed  which  the  legislature  of 
Louisiana  had  the  right  to  fill. 

The  legislature  of  Louisiana  on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1876,  consisted  of  a  house 
containing  one  hundred  and  eleven  members  and  a  senate  with  thirty- six  senators.  On 
the  11th  day  of  January,  1876,  the  house  voted  to  po  into  an  election  for  United  States 
Senator,  and  the  senate  on  the  same  day  refused  to  do  so.  On  the  12th  day  of  January, 
it  api)earing  that  there  had  been  no  election  on  the  day  before,  sixty-four  members  of 
the  house  and  twelve  members  of  the  senate,  being  a  majority  of  all  entitled  to  seats  in 
both  houses,  met  in  joint  convention  and  elected  Mr.  Eustis. 

Your  committee  find  that  although  the  senate  refused  to  take  part  as  such  in  said 
election,  and  although  a  minority  of  the  senate  only  did  take  part  in  it,  yet  there  was 
a  substantial  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  1866.  Upon  the  constitutionality 
of  that  act  your  committee  express  no  opinion.  The  Senate  has  repeate<lly,  however, 
by  its  action  affirmed  its  constitutionality;  and  your  oomn»ittee  feel  bound  by  the  prece- 
dents which  the  Senate  has  established. 

The  second  question,  whether  or  not  a  vacancy  existed  at  the  time  of  Mr.  f^ustis's 
election  which  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  had  the  right  to  fill,  is  one  of  some  difl5culty. 
At  the  time  of  said  election  Mr,  P.  B.  8.  Pinchback  was  the  claimant  for  the  siime  seat 
under  two  elections — one  in  1873,  the  other  in  1875.  His  credentials  and  (*laims  under 
said  elections  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate  and  by  it  referred  to  the  Ccnmiittee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections.  Said  committee,  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1875,  reported  a 
resolution  to  the  Senate  that  Mr.  Pinchback  be  admitted  thereto.  On  the  8th  day  of 
March,  1876,  that  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to  change  it  to  a  resolution  that  he  bo 
not  admitted.     The  resolution  was  passeil  as  thus  amended  on  the  same  day. 

Your  committee  feel  bound  to  regard  that  vote  of  the  Senate  as  a  final  adjudication  of 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Pinchback  and  a  decision  that  he  had  no  right  to  a  seat.     Mr.  Eustis's 
election  took  place  while  Mr.  Pinch  back's  Ciise  Wivs  pending  in  the  Senate,  and  it  niaj 
be  contended  with  r-iuch  force  that  until  the  final  adjudication  by  the  Senate  of  Mr 
Pinchback's  claims  there  was  no  vacancy  which  the  legislature  was  authorized  to  till. 

This  question  arose  at  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-thinl  Congress,  in  the  case  Ck 
Potter  V8.  Robbins,  where  a  majority  of  the  special  committee  of  the  Senate  held  that 
the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  had  no  authority  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  another 
Senator  until  the  seat  of  the  Senator-elect  had  been  vacated  by  a  solemn  decision  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  Silas  Wright,  of  New  York,  made  a  report  in  behalf  of 
the  minority  of  said  committee,  in  which  it  was  contended  that  if  the  election  of  Mr. 
Robbins  was  not  made  by  the  lawful  legislature  of  the  State  it  was  absolutely  void,  and 
that  therefore  Mr.  Potter's  election  while  Mr.  Robbins's  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
was  still  pending  was  valid. 

Your  committee  do  not  question  the  soundness  of  the  rule  laid  down  in  that  ca^^e.  but 
are  not  disposed  to  apply  it  to  this  case,  where  the  circumstances  are  very  different.  In 
the  case  of  Potter  vs.  Robbins,  Mr.  Robbins  had  been  admitted  to  the  Senate,  the  com- 
mittee had  before  it  both  his  credentials  and  those  of  Mr.  Potter;  but  here  there  is  no 
contest.  The  Senate  never  admitted  Mr.  Pinchback  to  his  seat,  but  decided  that  be 
had  no  right  therefo. 

This  seat  has  long  been  vacant,  Mr.  Eustis  is  th*^  only  person  wh)  ai)pears  to  claim 
it.    The  lawful  character  of  the  legislature  which  d  cted  him  i  i  a<lmitted.    His  election 
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waft  substaBtially  in  compliance  with  the  law  of  CoDgreee.  '  No  one  appears  to  contest 
his  right  to  a  seat.  Under  these  circumstances  your  committee  believe  that  Mr.  Eustis 
should  be  admitted  to  the  Senate,  and  report  a  resolution  to  that  effect  and  recommend 
its  passage. 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Ck>ngresa  ] 

Monday,  December  10,  1877. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wadleigh,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  declaring  James  B.  Enstis  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana:  and, 

After  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

'^Resolved,  That  James  B.  Eustis  is  lawfully  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  from  the  12th  day  of  January,  1876,  for  the 
term  ending  March  3,  1879,  and  that  he  be  admitted  thereto  upon  taking  the  proper 
oath," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  49,  nays  8. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  lugalls,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  nflirmative  are  Messrs. 'Anthony,  Bailey,  Bamum,  Bayard, 
Beck,  Booth,  Bruce,  Burnside,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  Cockrell,  Coke,  Davis  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Dawes,  Dorsey,  Eaton,  Ferry,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Florida,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Keman,  Kirkwood,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald, 
McPherson,  Matthews,  Maxey,  Merrimon,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patter- 
sou,  Plumb,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Saulsbury,  Teller,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wadleigh,  Wal- 
lace, and  Withers. 

Those  who  vot^d  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Hamlin, 
Howe,  Ingalls,  McMillan,  Morrill,  ancjl  Saunders. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eustis  then  appeared,  and  the  oaths  presoribed  by  law  having  been  administered 
to  him  by  the  Vice-President,  ho  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  82-87  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vii,  part  1.] 

COMPENSATION  OF  MR.  PINCUBACK. 

Monday,  April  17,  1876. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  a  report 
(No.  274),  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution.    [Resolution  found  at  end  of  report. ] 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 


In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
April  17,  1876. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  having  under  consideration  the  question 
of  the  allowance  proper  to  be  made  to  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback,  late  a  contestant  for  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  submit  the  following  report: 

The  great  length  of  time  that  elapsed  between  the  beginning,  of  the  term  for  which  Mr. 
Pinchback  was  a  contestant  and  the  date  of  the  final  determination  of  that  contest  by  the 
Senate,  as  also  the  remarkably  close  vote  by  which  such  contest  was  decided,  have  im- 
pressed your  committee  with  the  belief  that  the  full  measure  of  compensation  which  the 
uniform  action  of  the  Senate  heretofore  has  given  to  contestants  should  be  allowed  in  this 
case. 

•  Your  committee  are  advised  by  the  journals  of  the  Senate  that  the  rule  established  by 
this  body  in  similar  cases  is  the  payment  to  the  contestant  of  the  amount  he  would  have 
])een  entitled  to  receive  in  case  he  had  been  admitted  and  served  the  time  the  contest  was 
pending;  in  other  words,  an  amount  equal  to  the  compensation  and  mileage  of  a  Senator 
for  the  time  covered  by  the  contest. 

A  few  citations  will  sufifice  to  show  the  uniformity  of  this  rule. 

O.  B.  Hart,  contesting  the  seat  of  A.  Gilbert,  of  Florida,  Was  paid  from  the  oontingeni 
fund  from  the  1st  to  28th  of  April,  1870,  under  the  following  resolution,  jiassed  May  11, 
1870  (Senate  Journal,  second  session  Forty-first  Congress,  pages  585  and  634): 
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"  Hisofrrd,  That  the  Se<Tetary  of  the  Senate  bo  directed  to  pay.  out  of  the  ct>ntingent 
fuDd  of  the  Senate,  to  O.  B.  Hart,  claimant  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  oi 
Florida,  the  usual  mileage  of  a  Senator,  and  monthly  pay  from  the  date  of  presenting 
his  credentials  until  the  passage  of  the  i-esolution  declaring  him  not  entitled  to  a 
seat." 

H.  P.  Farrow  and  R.  H.  Wliitely,  contesting  respectively  with  J.  Hill  and  H.  V.  M. 
Miller,  from  Georgia,  were  paid  from  the  16th  of  Februarj",  1870,  to  the  30th  of  January, 
1871,  under  the  following  resolution,  passe<l  February  25,  1871  (Senate  Journal,  third 
session  Forty-first  Congress,  page  369) : 

'"'  jResoIvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  pay  toH,  P.  Farrow  and  R. 
H.  Whitely,  contestants  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  compensation  from  the  iGth  day  of 
February,  1870,  the  date  of  their  election  by  the  reorganized  legislature  of  Georgia,  to 
the  30th  day  of  January,  lb71,  when  the  Senate  decided  they  were  not  entitled  to 
seats.'' 

Foster  Blodgett,  claiming  a  seat  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  was  paid  from  March  4, 
1?^71,  to  December  19,  1871,  in  pursuance  of  the  following  resolution,  passed  January- 9, 
1872  (Senate  Journal,  second  session  Forty-second  Congress,  page  94): 

^^Eesolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  pay  and 
mileage  account,  to  Foster  Bloilgett,  claiming  a  seat  as  Senator-elect  Jrom  the  State  of 
Georgia,  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  Senator  from  March  4,  1871,  to  December  19,  1871, 
when  the  question  of  his  right  to  his  seat  was  determined  by  the  Senate.'' 

Again,  J.  C.  Abbott,  of  Noi.h  Carolina,  contesting  the  seat  of  Senator  Ransom,  was 
paid  from  March  4.  1871,  to  the  2:>d  of  April.  1872,  under  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Resolved,  That  Joseph  C.  AbI)ott,  late  contestant  for  a  seat  in  this  body  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  be  ullowed  his  salary  from  4th  of  March,  1871,  to  the  23d  of 
April,  1872,  and  one  mileage  each  way." 

This  resolution  was  passed  April  24.  1872.  (See  Senate  Journal,  second  session  Forty- 
second  Congress,  page  r>9.5. ) 

Numerous  other  citations  might  be  adduced;  these  will  suffice,  however,  to  establish 
the  uniform  rule  of  the  Senate. 

This  committee,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1876,  in  reporting  back  Senate  resolution  No. 
10,  to  pay  Francis  \V.  Sykes,  of  Georgia,  contesting  with  Senator  Spencer,  the  compen- 
sation and  mileage  of  a  Senator  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1873,  to  the  28tb  day  of 
May,  1874,  when  siiid  contest  was  de^udetl,  submitted  (by  Air.  Cooper)  the  following 
report : 

''The  rule  established  by  the  Senate  in  ca.ses  similar  to  the  present  one  has  been 
uniform,  A  person  applying  for  a  seat  in  this  bo<ly  by  reason  of  an  election  by  the 
legislature  of  a  State,  although  his  application  has  "been  refused  and  another  adjudged 
entitled  to  the  seat,  has  been  paid  the  amount  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  if 
he  had  been  admitted  and  served  the  time  the  contest  was  pending.  The  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  such  cases  has  been  with  such  great  unanimity  as  to  call  for  little  or  no 
debate.  The  reasons  there  lor  upon  which  the  rule  is  based  can  only  be  surmised.  It 
may  be  said  the  person  (claims  his  seat  in  pursuance  of  an  implied  duty  imposed  upon 
him  to  thus  assert  the  right  of  his  State  to  l>e  represented  in  this  body,  which  duty  he 
owed  to  the  public,  and  tlie  cxj^en.^es  incurred  in  the  performance  of  a  public  duty  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  common  tre:usury. 

"A  proper  respect  for  the  action  of  a  State  in  the  choice  of  a  Senator  may  also  justify 
the  rule. 

"The  committee  see  nothing  in  the  present  case  to  take  it  out  of  the  general  rule; 
and  therefore  recommend  the  passiige  of  the  resolution." 

The  case  of  Pinch  back  is  (considering  the  final  action  of  the  Senate  in  the  contests  of 
the  two  cases)  parallel  with  that  of  Sykes  in  this,  that  each  claimed  under  an  election 
by  a  body  adjudged  by  the  Senate  afterward  not  to  have  been  the  legislature  of  the  State. 
The  case  of  l*inchback.  however,  id  much  the  stronger  from  the  fact  that  the  alleged 
legislature  from  which  Mr.  Sykes  claimed  his  election  was  never  recognized  as  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Alabama  by  any  of  the  departments  of  Government,  while  the 
Kellogg  legislature  of  Louisiana,  hy  which  Mr.  Pinchback  was  elected,  was  recognized 
as  the  legisiature  of  that  State  not  only  by  the  State  courts  but  by  the  Executive  of  the 
nation,  and  also  by  the  national  House  of  Representatives,  by  admitting  to  its  member- 
ship persons  claiming  seats  under  certificates  from  Governor  Kellogg:  and  inferentially* 
by  the  Senate,  in  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  recognizing  Kellogg  as  the  governor  of 
the  State.  In  view  of  these  judicial,  executive,  and  legislative  rcScognitions  of  the  Kel- 
logg legislature,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  Senate,  after  three  years  of  discussion  and  con- 
sideration, was  so  evenly  divided  on  the  ultimate  question  as  to  Mr.  Pinchback^s  right 
to  a  seat,  it  would  seem  difficult  to  imagine  a  stronger  case  of  reasonable  cause  than 
that  moving  Mr  Pinchback  to  make  claim  to  a  seat,  and  to  persevere  as  he  did  in  that 
claim  for  over  three  years. 
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Your  committee,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  precedents  and  the  facts  of  this  case,  report 
the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its  adoption: 

Resolved^  That  P.  B,  S.  Pinchback,  late  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  be  allowed  an  amount  equal  to  the  compensation  and  mileage  of  a 
Senator  from  the  beginning  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  a  contestant  up  to  the  period 
of  the  determination  of  the  contest  by  the  Senate. 

Saturday,  July  1,  187G. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  pay  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback, 
lat«  a  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sargent,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4319-4323  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  5.] 

Monday,  July  3,  1876. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4368-4372  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  5.] 

Wednesday,  July  5, -1876. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morton,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to 
pay  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback,  late  a  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana; and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Merrimon  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  "resolved,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  the  following: 

"That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  allowed  to  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback  to  pay  the  reasonable  ex- 
,penses  incurred  by  him  as  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,*^ 

After  debate, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  31. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Merrimon.  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Cockrell,  Davis,  Jones  of  Florida, 
Kelly,  McCreery,  McDonald,  Merrimon,  Norwood,  Saulsbury,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Allison,  Anthony,  Bruce,  Cameron 
of  Wisconsin,  Conkling,  Cragin,  Dawes,  Dennis,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hamlin,  Harvey,  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Logan,  McMillan,  Mitchell,  Morrill  ol 
Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Paddock,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Wadleigh,  West,  Win- 
dom,  and  Wright. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  at  the  end  thereof 
the  words: 

^^Eesolvedj  That  in  cases  of  disputed  claims  to  seats  in  the  Senate  hereafter  arising,  no 
other  or  greater  allowance  shall  be  made  to  a  defeated  claimant  than  in  such  case  shall 
seem  to  the  Senate  just; 

^^ Resolved,  That  in  no  case  shall  any  pay  be  allowed  to  a  Senator  to  begin  earlier  than 
the  date  of  his  election  or  appointment," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Spencer  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"Louisiana,"  as  reported  by  the  committee,  and  inserting:  "and  Francis  W.  Sykes, 
late  a  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  be  each 
allowed  an  amount  equal  to  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  Senator  from  the  beginning  of  the 
term  for  which  they  were  respectively  contestants  up  to  the  period  of  the  determination 
of  the  resi)€ctive  contests  by  the  Senate,"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  Tnotion  by  Mr.  Mitchell  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  thefirst 
clause,  "and  the  amount  required  by  this  resolution  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Senate,"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  as  follows: 

'' Resolved,  That  P.  B.  S.  Pinchback,  late  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the 
Stat<3  of  Louisiana,  and  Francis  W.  Sykes,  late  a  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  be  each  allowed  an  amount  equal  to  the  Day  and 
mileage  of  a  Senator  from  the  beginning  of  the  term  for  which  tbev  ^ 
contestants  up  to  the  period  of  the  determination  of  the  respective  • 
ate;  and  the  amount  required  by  this  resolution  to  be  paid  out  of  the  vm* 
the  Senate; 

^Resolved,  That  in  cases  of  disputed  claims  to  seats  in  the  Senate  hex 
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other  or  greater  allowance  sliall  1)0  made  to  a  dt* featcd  claimant  than  in  sach  case  "^^ 
seem  to  the  Senate  just; 

^^ Resolved,  That  in  no  case  shall  any  pay  be  allowed  to  a  Senator  to  begin  earlier  than 
the  date  of  his  election  or  appointment,'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  11. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Allison,  Anthony,  Bruce.  QiJ»i- 
eron  of  Wisconsin,  Conkling,  Cragin,  Dawes,  Ferry,  Frelinghuysen,  Harvey,  Hitchcot  k. 
Howe,  Logan,  McMillan,  Mitchell,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Pad- 
dock, Sargent,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Wadleigh,  West,  Windom,  and  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Cockrell,  Davis,  Gordon,  Kelly,  Key, 
McCreery,  McDonald,  Merrimon,  Norwood,  Saulsbury,  and  Withers. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  i>age8  4382-4400  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  iv,  part  5.] 

SPOFFORD  vs.  KELLOGG  (MANNING). 
Contest  for  neat  for  term  beginning  March  4,  1877. 

Satueday,  January  20,  1877. 

Mr.  Morton  presented  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  elected  a  Senator  by 
the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing 
March  4,  1877. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1877.] 

Monday,  March  5,  1877. 

Mr.  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  whose  credentials  were  heretofore  presented  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  having  appeared  to  take  the  oaths  of  office, 

Mr.  Bogy  objected  to  the  oaths  of  office  being  administered  to  Mr.  Kellogg; 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Anthony  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimoofl 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  Senators-elect  in  all  disputed  or  contested  cases  lie 
upon  the  table  until  to-morrow." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1,  2  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Tuesday,  March  6, 1877. 

Mr.  Blaine  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

*^^ Resolved,  That  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  be  now  administered  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent to  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  whose  credentials  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana 
were  presented  on  the  20th  of  January,  1877." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
**  resolved,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  '*  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  claim- 
ing to  be  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  do  now  lie  upon  the  table  until  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  they  can  be  referred," 

Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  (at  3  o'clock  and  15  minutes  p.  m.),  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  15, 16  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Wednesday,  March  7,  1877. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Blaine;  and 

Mr.  Bayard  having  modified  his  said  amendment,  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  as 
follows,  viz:  Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  **the 
credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Loui8ianx^ 
do  now  lie  upon  the  table  until  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  Privil^^es  and  Elec- 
tions, to  whom  they  shall  be  referred, ' ' 

After  debate. 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  35,  nays  29. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sargent,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bamnm,  Bayard,  Bogy,  Booth, 


THE   LOUISIANA   CASES,    1873-80.  51o 

Bamside,  Christiancy,  Coke,  ConkliDg,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis, 
Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Florida,  Jones  of 
Nevada,  Kernan,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Maxcy,  Morrill,  Randolph, 
Rangora,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Wallace,  Wbyte,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Blaine,  Bruce,  Cam- 
eron of  Pennsylvania,  Chaffee,  Conover,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Hamlin,  Hoar,  Howe,  Ingalls, 
Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Mitchell,  Morton,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Plumb,  Rollins, 
Sargent,  Saunders,  Sharon,  Sherman,  Teller,  Wadleigb,  and  Windom. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  as  follows: 

'^Besolvedy  That  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  claiming  to  be  a  Senatoi 
from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  do  now  lie  upon  the  tabic  until  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  they  shall  be  referred,'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  42,  nays  21.     * 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Blaine,  the  yeas  and  nays  bein^desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bayard,  Bamum, 
Beck,  Bogy,  Booth,  Buraside,  Ofcristiancy,  Conkling,  Conover,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  oc 
West  Virginia,  Dawes,  Dennis,  Dorsey,  Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill, 
Hoar,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Florida,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kernan,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDon- 
ald, McPherson,  Maxey,  Morrill,  Paddock,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Sargent,  Saulsbury,  Thur- 
man, Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Blaine,  Bruce,  Cameron  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Chaffee,  Hamlin,  Ingalls,  Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Mitchell,  Morton,  Oglesby, 
Patterson,  Plumb,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Sharon,  Sherman,  Teller,  Wadleigh,  and  Windom. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  17-23  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-fiHh  Congress.] 

Wednesday,  October  17, 1877. 

Mr.  Thurman  presented  the  credentials  of  Henry  M.  Spofford,  elected  a  Senator  by 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March 
4, 1877. 

The  credentials  were  read. 

Mr.  Thurman  then  submitted  the  following  resolution,  and  asked  for  its  present  con- 
sideration: 

^^ Resolved^  That  Henry  M.  Spofford,  whose  credentials  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana  have  been  this  day  read,  be  now  sworn  and  admitted  as  such  Senator." 

Mr.  Edmunds  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  this  day,  and  raised 
the  point  of  order  that  under  the  thirty-third  rule  of  the  Senate,  which  requires  that  all 
resolutions  shall  lie  over  one  day  for  consideration,  the  resolution  could  not  now  be 
considered. 

The  Vice-President  overruled  the  point  of  order  raised  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  and  decided 
that  under  the  seventh  rule  of  the  Senate  the  presentation  of  the  credentials  of  a  Sena- 
tor being  a  question  of  privilege,  all  questions  and  motions  arising  thereon  were  in 
order  at  this  time,  and  that  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  could  now  be  proceeded 
with. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"  resolved,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

*'That  the  credentials  of  Henry  M.  Spofford,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections," 

After  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  to  to- 
morrow. 

•Mr.  Edmunds  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

'^Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  now  under  its  consideration." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  78-83  of  the  Coifgressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Thursday,  October  18,  1877. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Thurman, 
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to  admit  Henry  M.  Spoflbrd  to  a  •teat  in  tlu*  Senat(>  :i.s  a  St'nator  from  the  State  of  Lote 
isiaDa;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  ]>n>]H>sed  by  Mr.  Mitehell,  vi/:  Strike  out  all 
arter  the  word  '* resolved,''  and  in  lieu  thereol*  insert  tlie  followin};:  * 

"Tliat  the  credentials  of  Henry  M.  SiK>lf(ml,  (rhiiniiu«^  to  \ie  a  Si*nator  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  l)e  referred  to  the  Committee  tm  l*riviie;:es  and  Kbrtitms/' 

Al\4'r  debate, 

( )n  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  ditcrniinetl  in  the  alUrmative — yeas  3(>,  nays  33. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  days  l)oing  desinnl  by  one-tifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Blaine,  Booth,  Brace, 
Hu inside,  Cameron  of  PeniLsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  ChaOce,  Christiancy,  Gonk* 
liuj;,  Conover,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmund.s,  Ferry,  Hamlin,  Hoar,  Howe,  Ingalto,  Jones  of 
Neva^la,  Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Matthews,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  O^losby,  Paddock,  Patter- 
.s«>n.  Plumb,  Rollins.  Sarj^nt,  Saimders,  Siwncer,  Teller,  and  Wadleigh. 

Those  who  voto<l  in  the  nepitive  are  Messrs.  Annstron^,  lUiiloy,  Ifarnnm,  Bayard, 
lUH'k.  Cockrell,  Coke,  Davis  of  Illinois.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland. 
(M)idon,  Grover,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kenian,  Ijimar,  McCreeo*. 
.MfDonald,  McIMicrstm,  Mazey,  Merrimon,  Morgan.  Randolph,  liansom,  Sanlsbur^-, 
Thiinnau,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers, 

So  the  amendment  w&s  agreeci  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Whyte  further  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  thereto  the 
words  "and  that  *taid  committee  report  thereim  on  or  l»efore  the  1st  day  of  November. 
1S77." 

Alter  deltate, 

It  was  detcrmimMl  in  the  negative — yias  ,'11,  nays  'X>. 

<  )n  motion  by  Mr.  Whyte,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  tlesireil  by  one-llfth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Tlio>e  wh(»  vote<l  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  liiiiloy.  Kimum,  Pi;iyaTd,  Beck,  Coke, 
l>,n  is  of  Illini»i.s,  Davis  of  W<iHt  Virginia,  iVnnis.  Kjiton,  (iarland,  Gordon,  (irover,  Har- 
lis.  Hereford,  Hill,  .1  ones  of  Florida,  Kernan.  I^mar,  McCreery,  MeDouald,  McPhenon, 
.M:i\fv.  Merrimon.  Morg:ui,  Randolph,  I^mstmi,  Saulsbury,  Thuniian,  Wallace,  Whyte, 
and  Wither^. 

ThiM'  who  \ote<l  in  the  negsitive  are  Messrs.  Allis(»n,  Anthony,  Hlaine,  Booth,  Bruce, 
Hnrnside,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Camenm  of  WLs4'on.Hin,  Chiitfee,  Christiancy,  Conk* 
ling,  Conover,  Dawt^,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hamlin,  Hoar.  Howe,  Ingall.s,  Jones  of 
.\e\.ida,  Kirkwo«Ml.  McMillan,  Matthews,  Mit<'heII,  Morrill,  OgU*sby,  Paddoi'k.  I*atter- 
.s<in.  L'ollins,  S;irgent,  Saunders,  S|R'ncer,  Teller,  and  Wadleigh. 

Sii  the  amendment  was  not  iigreetl  t4>.  • 

<  III  inotitm  by  Mr.  Conkling  to  further  amend  the  rcwdution  by  adding  thereto  the 
liil lowing:  "and  the  .said  committee  Mhall  alM>  con-sitler  and  re]»ort  upon  the  credentials 
of  William  Pitt  Kelhigg,**  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative:  and 

Till'  resolution  as  amende<l  was  then  agreed  to,  ;&s  follows: 

"  Uttniral,  Ttiat  the  credentials  of  Henry  M.  S]N>flon1.  claiming  to  be  a  Kcnatur  from 
tli«- State  of  l^misiuna.  In*  refern><i  to  the  (.'ommittee  on  IVivi leges  and  £le(*tionM;  and 
thf  Niifl  i-ommittee  shall  also  outsider  and  n-|)f>rt  u|N>n  the  cnHlcntialsof  William  l*itt 

The  .'^enate  pHN'tH^M  toc«msider  the  resolution  y«<«tei-ilay  submitted  by  Mr.  Etlmnndi 
to  di-^rbarge  the  Comniitt<H*  on  Privileges  and  llUi-tion*.  fnmi  the  fiirtber  coiisideratioQ 
iif  thf  (Tetlentia Is  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg:  and 

Mr.  Kdmunds  withdrew  the  siiid  n's(»lutioii. 

1  The  delmte  is  found  on  piigvs  !M>  1(H  of  the  (*«mgn>sp«ioimI  Re«t>n],  vol.  vi.] 

Tliriisii.VY.  (htobrr^ii,  IffTT. 

Mr.  Mitchell  subniitte«l  the  follouingri's<»lution:  ubieh  was 4f insideml  by  unanimoos 
eoiM>nt,  and  agrf<<<1  to: 

"  L't.wlrttf,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Kleetioas  in  the  contested  eaa»  of 
William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  Henry  M.  S)ioA'onl.  claiming  H4*ntN  as  Senuton*  from  the  8tat« 
•tf  l.tiuisians,  and  whose  cnnlentials  have  fx-en  n*ferre<l  to  Huch  committee,  beaothor> 
i/i-il  to  MMid  for  iiorsoaH  and  |Nipers  and  iMlminister  <ittths  with  a  view  of  enabling  aaid 
I  iMiimittet*  t4>  detenu  ine  and  re|Mirt  uimhi  the  title,  rcspm-tively,  on  the  merits  of  each  of 
'^iid  eont4*!4tantM  to  n  Meat  in  the  Senate." 

Mi>M».\v.  .\«M»Mi/*ir  *J(J.  1H77. 

Mr.  Wadleigh,  from  the  Commit tA>e  on  Privilegi^s  mid  IIIectioiiH,  to  whom  wefe  re- 
ferrtMl  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  the  « redentiaK  of  Hfnry  M.  Hpoflbnl« 
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claiming  seats  as  Senators  from  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  report  (No.  16) 
thereon,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Jicsolved,  That  William  Pitt  Kellogg  is,  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  lawfully  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the 
term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be  admitted 
thereto  upon  taking  the  proper  oath. 

'''Ecsuhud,  That  Henry  M.  Spoflford  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Merrimon  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Senate  to  submit  the  views  of  a  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt 
Kellogg  and  the  credentials  of  Henry  M.  Spoflford;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  to 
accompany  the  report  of  the  committee. 

EEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Wadleigh  (chairman),  Mitchell,  Cameron  of 
Wisconsin,  McMillan,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Hill.] 

In  tue  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
November  26,  1877. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wadleigh,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  P^lections,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  on  Pri-vileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  were  referred  the  credentials  of 
William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  the  credentials  of  Henry  M.  Spofford,  for  the  same  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  ask  leave  to  submit  the  Ibllowing  report: 

Mr.  Kellogg  claims  to  have  been  elected  on  the  lOth  day  of  January,  1877.  Mr. 
Spoflford  claims  to  have  been  elected  on  the  24tU  of  April,  1877.  In  an  inquiry  into  theae 
cases  upon  their  merits,  the  first  question  which  arises  is,  whether  the  body  which  elected 
-Mr,  Kellogg  was  the  lawful  legislature  of  Louisiana  at  the  time  of  such  election. 

There  was  in  said  State  on  the  6th  of  November,  1H76,  an  election  for  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  members  of  the  general  assembly.  The  statements  of  the  votes 
cast  at  such  election  were  recjuired  by  law  to  be  sent  to  a  board  of  returning  officers  lor 
all  elections  in  the  State.  Said  returning  oflficers  were  by  law  authorized  and  required 
to  ascertain,  return,  and  certify  the  election  of  members  of  the  general  assembly.  No 
other  tribunal  was  clothed  with  that  power  or  duty.  They  were  required  to  report  their 
decisions  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  it  was  by  law  provided  that  the  secretary  of  state 
should  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  and  secretary  of  the  senate  of 
the  last  genei^  assembly  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons  as,  according  to  the  decisions 
of  the  returning  oflScers,  were  elected  to  either  l)ranch  of  the  general  assembly. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  said  clerk  and  secretary  to  i>lace  the  names  of  such  persons  so 
furnished  upon  the  roll  of  the  house  and  senate,  rc8i)ectivcly,  and  those  representatives 
and  senators  whose  names  were  so  placed  by  the  clerk  and  secretar}',  and  none  others, 
were  competent  to  organize  the  house  of  representatives  or  senate. 

The  secretary  of  state,  in  obedience  to  the  statute,  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of  the 
former  house  and  secretary  of  the  senate  a  li.st  of  the  names  of  persons  by  the  said  return- 
ing oflficers  decided  to  have  been  elected  to  either  branch  of  the  general  assembly,  and 
from  the  list  thus  furnished  the  clerk  and  secretary  organized  each  house  of  the  State 
legislature  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1877. 

By  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  the  house  of  j"epresentatives  is  comjwsed  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  members  and  the  senate  of  thirty-six  members.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
sixty-one  members  of  the  house  constitute  a  quorum  of  that  body,  and  that  nineteen 
members  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  senate.  There  were  present  at  the  organization, 
and  took  part  in  the  proceedings,  eight  senators  holding  over,  and  ele>'en  newly  elected — 
nineteen  in  all — having  the  certificates  of  said  returning  officers,  which  was  a  quorum, 
and  sixty-eight  representatives,  thus  declared  to  have  been  elected,  being  seven  over  a 
rjuorum.  After  such  organization  the  members  of  the  two  houses  assembled  in  joint  con- 
vention on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1877,  to  elect  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  reading  the  journal  of  each  house  it  was  found  that  no  election  of  Senator  had 
been  made  the  day  before.  The  roll  of  each  house  was  cjilled,  and  it  was  found  there 
were  present  in  the  joint  convention  seventeen  senators  and  sixty-six  representatives, 
t  hey  composing  a  majori  ty  of  all  the  membersof  the  general  assembly  of  the  State.  Nom- 
inations were  then  made  for  Senator,  and  a  rira  voce  vote  was  had,  and  William  Pitt 
Kellogg  received  the  votes  of  seventeen  senators  and  Sixty-six  representatives,  and  was 
declared  by  the  president  of  the  senate  (the  presiding  oflficer  of  the  joint  convention)  to 

♦  Taken  from  Senate  Reports,  Ist  sesw.  45th  Cong.,  No.  16. 
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have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  general  assembly,  and  to  have  been  dnh 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  years  beginning  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  1877. 

Your  committee  find  that  said  election  was  held  strictly  in  accordance  with  ihe  act  of 
Congress  of  1866  to  regulate  the  times  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senator.  Ttw 
credentials  of  Mr.  Kellogg  are  signed  by  Stephen  B.  Packard  as  governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  bear  date  the  11th  day  of  January,  1877. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  Mr.  Packard  was  on  that  day  the  lawful  governor 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  By  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  the  returning  ofiieersare 
required  to  seal  up  and  transmit  the  returns  of  the  election  of  governor  and  lientenaDt- 
govemor  to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  shall  deliver  them  to  the  speaker  of  the  boose  of 
representatives  on  the  second  day  of  the  session  of  the  general  assembly  then  to  be 
holden. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session  the  legislature  proceeded  to  count  the  votes  for  gov- 
ernor and  lieutenant-governor,  there  being  then  present  twenty-one  senators  and  sixty- 
eight  representatives,  two  over  a  quorum  of  the  senate  and  seven  over  a  quorum  of  the 
house.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  two  houses  to  make  and  canvass  the  votes  for 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor  reported  that  Stephen  R  Packard  was  elected  governor 
and  C.  C.  Antoine  lieutenant-governor  of  said  State,  and  that  by  the  following  vote: 

For  governor: 

Stephen  B.  Packard ._ _ - 74,624 

Francis  T.  Nicholls _ -. 71,198 

For  lieutenant-governor: 

C.  C.  Antoine _ 74,669 

L.  A.  Wiltz - 71,093 

Upon  the  facts  hereinbefore  stated  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion — 

First,  that  the  returning  officers  of  Lohisiana  were  a  lawful  tribunal,  solely  authorized 
and  required  to  ascertain,  return,  and  certify  to  the  election  of  members  of  the  genenJ 
assemblv. 

Second,  that  those,  and  only  those,  who  held  certificates  of  election  from  said  retim- 
ing officers  were  entitled  to  seats  in  the  general  a.ssembly  at  the  organization  thereof. 

Third,  that  the  body  which  first  organized  with  a  quorum  of  the  members  in  finfc 
branch  thereof,  having  such  certificates,  and  which  was  duly  recognized  by  the  lawful  gof- 
ernor  of  said  State,  was  the  lawful  legislature. 

The  proof  belbre  your  committee  seems  conclusive  that  at  the  time  the  legislature 
which  elected  Kellogg  was  organized  there  were  present  a  quorum  of  each  house  thereof 
then  lawfully  entitled  to  seats  therein;  that  at  the  time  of  his  election  there  were  present 
a  quorum  of  the  general  assembly  then  lawfully  entitled  to  seats  therein;  all  of  whom 
voted  for  said  Kellogg,  and  that  siiid  legislature  was  recognized  by  the  lawful  governor 
of  said  State.  It  was,  however,  contended  by  Mr.  Spoflbrd  that  it  was  the  duty  of  your 
committee  to  go  behind  the  certificates  of  the  returning  officers  and  investigate  the  elec- 
tions of  individual  members  of  the  general  assembly.  At  his  request  your  committee 
did  investigate  such  elections  and  find  the  following  facts: 

Of  the  lawful  election  of  fifty-seven  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  which 
aided  in  electing  Mr.  Kellogg  there  is  no  dispute  whatever,  and  they  now  sit  in  the 
Nicholls  house,  which  took  part  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Spofford.  Three  more  of  the 
members  of  the  Packard  house,  from  the  parish  of  Orleans,  wereuntil  recently  admitted 
on  all  hands  to  have  had  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  and  your  committee  find  that  they 
were  lawfully  elected.  Besides  these  sixty  members  of  the  house,  there  were  eleven  moie 
whase  election  is  disputed  by  Mr.  Spoftbrd  upon  the  ground  that  they  did  not  receive  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast.  Of  the  twenty-one  members  of  the  senate  which  participated 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  there  were  sixteen  whose  right  to  hold  their  seats  is  ad- 
mitted. 

The  election  of  three  more  from  the  twelfth,  eighteenth,  and  twenty-second  senatorial 
districts  is  disputed  upon  the  ground  that  they  did  not  receive  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast.  Two  more,  Baker  and  Kelso,  were  not  declared  elected  by  the  returning  boaid, 
but  were  seated  by  a  vote  of  the  senate  acting  under  its  constitutional  right  to  judge  of 
the  election  of  its  own  members. 

Complaint  is  made  by  Mr.  Spofford  that  one  Steven,  a  lawful  senator,  was  taken  against 
his  will  into  the  senate  and  detained  there  against  his  will  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
quorum.  Your  committee  believe  there  is  no  good  reason  for  such  complaint.  If  the 
senate  had  organized  with  a  quoj-um  of  members  lawfully  entitled  to  seats  therein,  as 
was  the  case,  it  had  the  undoubted  right  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members. 

The  senators  and  members  whose  title  to  seats  is  disputed  on  the  ground  that  they  did 
not  receive  a  minority  of  the  votes  cast  were  those  dec*lared  elected  by  the  returning 
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board  on  account  of  the  rejection  of  the  votes  cast  at  certain  polls  in  the  parishes  of  East 
Baton  Rouge,  De  Soto,  West  Feliciana,  La  Fayettt,  Morehouse,  Ouachita,  and  Webster, 
in  the  tweli'th  seuatorial  district,  composed  of  the  parishes  of  East  Feliciana,  West  Feli- 
ciana, and  Point  Coupee;  the  eighteenth  senatorial  district,  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Ouachitii  and  Caldwell;  and  the  twenty-second  senatorial  district,  composed  of  the  par- 
ishes of  Natchitoches,  De  Soto,  Red  Kiver,  and  Sabine. 

There  weie  no  votes  rejected  in  the  parishes  of  Sabine,  Point  Couple,  and  Red  River. 
A  comparatively  small  number  of  the  votes  were  rejected  on  account  of  the  obvious  ille- 
galities, informalities,  and  misconduct  of  the  election  officers,  and  there  is  little  complaint 
on  account  of  the  rejection  of  such  votes.  The  rest  were  rejected  on  account  of  violence 
and  intimidation  which  prevented  a  fair  election.  The  evidence  of  such  intimidation  is 
overwhelming  and  irrefutable.  Many  of  the  Republican  leaders  were  killed,  others  were 
tortured,  others  driven  info  exile.  Companies  of  armed  men  paraded  the  parishes  by 
night,  carrying  terror  wherever  they  went. 

Your  committee  has  no  space  to  recountor  refer  to  a  tithe  of  the  horrible  outrages  per* 
petrated  to  prevent  the  Republicans  from  exercising  the  free  right  of  suffrage.  They 
were  evidently  perpetrated  in  localities  where  the  result  of  the  election  would  thereby 
be  most  strongly  atfected,  and  they  had  their  intended  eflect.  But  for  these  numerous 
and  horrible  crimes,  your  committee  believe  that  the  candidates  upon  the  State  and 
National  Republican  tickets  would  have  been  elected  beyond  dispute,  and  that  the  gen- 
eral assembly  would  have  been  overwhelmingly  Republican. 

In  forty  parishes,  where  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  the  election  was  fair  and  peace- 
able, the  colored  registration  in  187G  numbered  87,9J)9.  the  white  registration  72,034, 
showim?  a  colored  majority  of  l.">,j)G5.  Those  Ibrty  j)arishe!i»  returned  03,747  Republican 
votes  and  r)J),:j!)2  Democratic  votes,  a  Republicaii  majority  of  (),:^5^  votes.  In  the  seven- 
teen terrorized  i^arishcsthe  colored  registration  was  27, '2()9,  the  white  registration  was 
20,o20,  a  colored  mnjority  of  (>,i)49,  almost  half  as  large  as  the  registered  colored  ma- 
jority in  all  the  rest  of  the  State.  But  the  vote  in  those  seventeen  parishes  as  cast 
showed  but  10,970  Republicans  and  21,123  Democrats.  Thus  those  seventeen  parishes, 
with  a  colored  majority  of  nearly  7,000  registered,  cast  a  Democratic  majority  of  10, 153. 
In  the  ten  parishes  of  Ivd^i  Baton  Rouge,  Caldwell.  De  Soto,  East  Feliciana,  West  Feli- 
ciana, La  Fayette,  Morehouse,  Natchitoches,  Ouachita,  and  Webster,  in  which  (on  account 
of  the  rejection  of  polls  by  the  returning  board)  theeleven  disputed  members  of  the  house 
and  three  disputed  members  of  the  senate  were  declared  elected  by  the  returning  officers, 
there  were  in  1870  19,174  colored  votere  and  11,212  white  voters  registered,  being  a 
colored  majority  of  7,902. 

In  the  same  parishes  tlicre  were  cast  14,510  Democratic  and  8,489  Republican  votes, 
being  a  Democratic  majority  of  G,0-1.  In  the  strong  Republican  parish  of  East  Felici- 
ana, where  leading  Republicans  had  been  terrorized  into  ])rocuring  the  appointment  as 
sheriff  of  a  Democratic  leader,  whose  cireer  had  been  that  of  a  brigand,  upon  his  prom- 
ise of^peace  and  conciliation,  only  three  Republicans  dared  to  vote.  There  is  no  evidence 
to  show  and  it  is  not  pretended  tliat  the  same  arguments  and  methods  of  persuasion 
were  not  employed  by  tlic  Democrats  in  the  Ibrty  parishes  above  referred  to  as  were 
used  in  the  seventeen  terrorized  parishes;  but  in  the  seventeen  parishes  numerous  and 
frightful  crimes  were  deliberately  perpetrated  to  Cixrry  the  election;  in  the  others  not. 
The  diifen^nce  in  the  vote  shows  too  strongly  to  be  alfectetl  by  argument  or  clouds  of 
perjured  witnesses  the  perpetration  of  such  outrages  and  their  elfect. 

It  was  contended  by  Mr,  Spoffijrd  before  your  committee  that  the  returning  officers 
were  guilty  of  fraud  in  rejecting  the  polls  hercinbelbre  referred  to,  and  that  in  so  doing 
they  exceeded  the  authority  conferred  upon  them  by  law.^  Your  committee  find,  how- 
ever, that  the  returning  board  in  so  doing  acted  not  fraudulently  ])ut  in  good  faith;  and 
that  in  their  coustrnetion  of  the  law  under  which  they  acted  they  were  sustained  by 
prec^ents  and  by  able  legal  opinions. 

They  were  charged  by  Mr.  Spofford  with  having  committed  forgery  in  altering  the 
statement  of  votes  from  the  parish  of  Vernon  Testimony  in  reference  to  that  matter  was 
taken  at  great  length  by  the  Field  and  Morrison  committees  of  the  House  and  the  Howe 
committee  of  the  Senate.  It  clearly  and  conclusively  shows,  in  the  opinion  of  j'our 
committee,  that  the  return in)^  officers  had  no  motive  to  commit  such  crime;  that  they 
before  had  published  the  true  statement  of  the  vote,  and  must  therefore  have  known 
that  if  such  a  crime  was  committed  it  would  be  immediately  detected;  and  that  the 
real,  the  only  criminal,  wius  the  witness  by  whose  hand  the  alterations  were  made,  who 
confessed  that  he  did  not  know  the  true  vote  had  been  published,  who  had  the  strongest 
personal  motives  to  commit  the  crime,  and  who  testified  with  the  understanding  that  he 
should  have  a  good  office  if  Mr.  Tilden  was  elected. 

But  the  law  is  dear  that,  even  had  the  returning  officers  been  guilty  of  fraud,  or  had 
mistakenly  exceeded  their  authority,  it  was  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  persons  returned 
by  them  as  elected  to  take  their  seats  in  the  general  assembly.     The  law  on  this  point 
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is  thus  laid  down  by  Cushing  in  his  Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative  Assemblies,  pajte 
52,  section  141:  • 

*'It  remains  to  be  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  the  proceedings  of  these  [retnrning] 
officers,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  are,  in  the  first  instance,  uncontrollable  by  any 
other  authority  whatever;  so  that  if,  on  the  one  hand,  notwithstanding  an  elet^tionhi 
l)een  effected,  the  returniDg  officers  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  the  proper  return,  thepartT 
thereby  injured  is  without  remedy  or  redress  imtil  the  assembly  to  which  he  is  chosen 
has  examined  his  case  and  adjudged  him  to  be  duly  elected;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  returning  officers  make  a  return  when  no  election  has  in  fact  tiiken  place,  or  of  oct 
who  is  not  eligible,  the  person  returned  will  not  only  be  entitled,  but  it  is  his  duty,  to 
assume  and  discharge  the  functions  of  a  member  until  his  return  and  election  are  ad- 
judged void." 

A  strong  case  in  point  occurred  in  the  State  of  New  Hami)shire  in  1 875.  The  govenwr 
and  council  of  that  State,  whose  duty  it  was  to  count  the  votes  for  and  issue  certilieatts 
of  election  to  State  senators,  rejected  and  threw  out  i^,771  votes,  Ijcin^  all  those  cast  ;ind 
returned  for  Natt  Head,  a  candidate  for  senator,  uiwn  the  ground  that  the  name  by 
which  he  had  been  universally  known,  by  which  he  had  ])een  commissioned  adjutant- 
general  of  the  State,  and  which  he  had  regarded  and  u^sed  as  his  real  name  during  many 
years  of  business  and  political  life,  was  not  his  full  Christian  name.  They  also  threw 
out  and  rejected  4G  votes  (;ast  for  Author  Dearing,  also  a  candidate  for  senator,  on  \hv 
ground  that  hetwas  not  a  resident  of  the  State.  By  such  action  the  governor  and  counril 
were  enabled  to  give  certiUcates of  election  to  James  Priest  and  John  Pro^*tor,  thus  givini: 
the  Democrats  the  control  of  the  senate.  Application  was  made  to  the  supreme  ojnrt 
of  the  State,  as  provided  for  by  the  couj^tution,  for  the  opinion  of  said  c-ourt  uimhi  the 
effect  of  such  action.  In  their  opinion,  \^iich  may  l>c  found  in  the  fifty-sixth  volume  ol' 
New  Hampshire  Reports,  the  court*say: 

**  By  this  action  of  the  governor  au<l  council,  whether  it  be  regarded  as  within  or  ex- 
ceeding their  constitutional  powers,  Messrs.  Priest  and  Proctor  received  the  usual  cre- 
dentials, which  authorized  them  to  assemble  with  the  other  ten  senators  and  take  the 
oath  of  office;  and  they  thereupon  became  senators,  subject  to  the  constitutional  author- 
ity of  the  senate  as  final  judjres  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of  its  memljcrs.*' 

When  your  committee  deci(le<l  to  go  behind  the  certificates  of  the  returning  offiwrs, 
and  to  seek  the  real  merits  of  the  case  in  the  thousands  of  i)ages  of  printe<l  testimony 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and  House,  Mr.  Spofibrd  contended  that  your  <*ommittee 
should  simply  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  deposited  in  the  ballot-lxKxesat  the  election. 
Your  committee  believe,  however,  that  if  their  inquiry  is  to  extend  beyond  the  question 
as  to  who  were  the  lawlul  governor  of  Louisiana  and  the  lawful  members  of  the  general 
assembly,  it  should  go  far  enough  to  ascertain  how  far  the  freedom  of  election  was  im- 
paired by  intimidation,  violence,  and  crime.  The  law  on  this  subject  is  thus  stated  by 
Cushing  in  his  Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative  Assemblies,  pages  67,  68,  section  181:  ' 

"The  great  principle,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  elective  governments,  and  is 
essential  indeed  to  the  very  idea  of  election,  is  that  the  electors  shall  be  free  in  the  gi\- 
ing  of  their  suffrages.  This  principle  was  declared  by  the  English  Parliament,  with 
regard  to  elections  in  general,  in  a  statute  of  Edward  I,  and  with  n'gard  to  elections  of 
members  of  Parliament,  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights.  The  same  principle  is  asserted  or 
implied  in  the  constitutions  of  all  the  States  of  the  Union.  Freedom  of  election  is  vio- 
lated by  external  violence,  by  whi<'h  the  electors  are  constrained,  or  by  bribery,  l>v  which 
their  will  is  corrupted;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  electors  are  prevented,  in  cither  of  these 
ways,  from  the  free  exercise  of  thei^  right,  the  election  will  be  void  without  reference  to 
the  number  of  votes  thereby  t\ffectcd." 

The  evidence  clearly  proves,  and  your  committee  l>elieve,  that  by  intimidation,  vio- 
lence, and  crime  freedom  of  election  was  utterly  destroyed  at  those  jwlls  in  the  ten  j>ar- 
ishes  heretofore  referred  to,  whose  votes  were  rejected  by  the  returning  officers;  that  in 
throwing  out  such  |)olls  and  declaring  the  Republican  candidates  elected,  the  rfffurning 
officers  did  that  which  they  believed  to  be  legal,  and  whi<fh  was  really  equitable  and  just, 
and  what  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  would  have  been  bound  in  law  to  do 
with  the  facts  before  them.  They  believe,  therefore,  that  the  members  by  whose  votes 
the  general  assembly  was  organized,  and  a  sufiicient  number  of  the  merabers  by  whose 
votes  Mr.  Kellogg  was  elected,  were  not  only  lawfully  but  equitably  entitled  to  their 
seats.  • 

It  is  contended  by  Mr.  Spofford  that  the  legislature  which  elected  Mr.  Kellogg  and 
the  governor  who  signed  his  credentials  have  vanished  from  political  existence,  and 
ceasSl  to  have  any  authority  in  the  State  of  I^ouisiana,  and  that,  therefore,  if  for  no  other 
rea^n,  his  own  election  is  valid.  Your  committee  find  that  at  and  after  the  organization 
of  the  legi.slature  which  elected  Mr.  Kellogg  an  overwhelming  array  of  arme<land  orgun- 
ized  military  force  was  used  to  destroy  and  crush  out  the  lawful  Stat^  government  of 
Louisiana.     By  it  the  courts  were  overthrown  and  annihilateil,  and  under  its  constantly 
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impending  menace  the  lawful  legislature  gradually  melted  away,  and  its  terrorized  mem- 
bers sought  safety  in  the  so-called  Nicholls  legislature  or  abdicated  their  rights. 

By  such,  and  perhaps  other  equally  illegal  means,  the  so-called  Nicholls  legislature  at 
length  came  to  contain  an  undisputed  mjyority  of  the  members  lawfully  elected  to  the 
general  assembly;  and  on  the  24th  day  of  April  that  legislature  chose  Mr.  Spoflford,  the 
contestant,  a  Senator  of  the  United  Stiites.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  his 
claim  is  not  well  founded.  Until  and  alter  the  election  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  Governor  Pack- 
ard, and  what  is  known  as  his  legislature,  were  de  facto  and  dvjurc  the  government  of 
Louisiana.  Upon  that  legi.slature  devolved  the  duty  of  electing  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States.  That  duty  was  performed  by  them  in  the  election  of  Air.  Kellogg.  No  subse- 
quent events,  especially  successful  revolution,  through  treasonable  force,  could  undo 
what  had  been  lawfully  done.  The  doctrine  contended  for  by  M  r.  Spoflbrd,  if  established, 
would  render  insecure  all  political  vested  rights.  It  would  oflcr  a  premium  to  overthrow 
by  force  the  result  of  every  sharply  (.*ontested  election,  and  at  no  distant  day  reduce  this 
country  to  the  unhappy  condition  of  those  wretched  communities  which  are  continually 
a  prey  to  disorder  and  civil  war. 

Your  committee  therefore  report  the  following  resolutions,  and  recommend  their  jms- 
sage: 

Remlvedy  That  William  Pitt  Kellogg  is,  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  lawfully  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be  admitted  thereto 
upon  taking  the  proper  oath. 

Resolved^  That  Henry  M.  Spofford  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  # 

VIBWS  OF  THE  3IIN0B1TY. 

On  the  18th  day  of  October  last  the  Senate  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections  a  resolution,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

^^  Resolved f  That  the  credentials  of  Henry  M.  SpoflTord,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections;  and 
the  said  committee  shall  also  consider  and  report  upon  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt 
Kellogg." 

That  committee  having  had  the  subject  embraced  by  that  resolution  under  consider- 
ation, a  m^ority  of  the  committee  have  agreed  to  a  report  in  favor  of  seating  Mr.  Kel- 
logg as  Senator.  The  undersigned,  meml>ers  of  the  committee,  do  not  concur  in  that 
report  and  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  reasons  which  impel  them  to 
dissent. 

An  election  was  held  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1876,  for  a  governor  and  members  of  the  legislature.  Francis  T.  Nicholls  and  Stephen 
B.  Packard  each  claimed  that  he  was  elected  go\'emor  at  that  election,  and  on  and  after 
the  8th  day  of  January  last  each  claimed  to  be  the  governor  of  that  State.  Two  rival 
bodies  of  men  composed  of  persons  claiming  to  have  been  elected  at  that  election  were 
organized  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  each  claimed 
to  be  the  lawful  legislature  of  the  State,  one  of  these  bodies  commonly  called  'Hhe 
Nicholls  legislature"  and  the  other  '*  the  Packard  legislature."  This  conflict  of  claim, 
aggravated  by  the  recollections  of  like  repeated  contests  in  the  past,  produced  general 
angry  commotions  among  the  contestants  and  the  people  which  seriously  threatened  the 
peace  of  society  and  a  state  of  anarchy.  Detachments  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
were  employed  for  many  weeks  to  preserve  the  peace  and  prevent  bloodshed.  It  will 
not  be  denied  that  the  people  of  that  Sta^  of  all  classes  and  conditions  were  profoundly 
and  fearfully  agitated. 

At  length  this  conflict  and  contest  of  claim  was  peacefully  settled,  and  Mr.  Nicholls 
was  and  ever  since  that  time  has  acted  and  l)een  recognized  as  governor  by  all  the  co- 
ordinate branches  of  the  State  government  and  the  people  generally,  and  also  by  the 
President  and  other  authorities  of  the  United  States  having  occasion  to  recognize  and 
communicate  with  the  governor  of  that  State.  And  what  has  been  designated  as  "the 
Nicholls  legislature  "  has  likewise  been  so  recognized  as  the  lawful  and  only  legislature, 
and  its  acts  purporting  to  be  statutes,  passed  since  its  first  organization,  have  been  reg- 
ularly published  and  recognized  as  laws  of  that  State  by  all  departments  of  the  State 
government  and  the  people.  Tliroughout  the  State  the  so-called  ' *  Packard  legislature ' ' 
has  entirely  disappeared,  and  most  of  its  members — all  those  lawfully  elected — have 
taken  seats  in  the  lawful  legislature.  This  settlement  has  happily  brought  peace,  order, 
and  wholesome  government  out  of  fearful  strife  and  disorder.  It  seems  to  be  grateluUy 
accepted  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  that  State  of  both  colors,  and  the  few  mal- 
contents, if  any.  are  moved  by  considerations  of  personal  interest. 

After  the  .settlement  referred  to,  '*  the  Nicholls  legislakire  *'  elected  Henrv'  M.  Spofford 
to  be  a  Senator  in  the  United  States  Senate,  "the  Packard  legislature  "  having  a  few 
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days  after  its  pretended  organization,  on  the day  of  January  last,  pending  the  con- 
test, and  in  the  midst  of  disorder,  purported  to  elect  Mr.  Kellogg  Senator.  Indeed,  the 
facts  and  circumstances  point  strongly  to  the  conclusion  that  ibe  main  if  not  the  onlj 
purpose  of  "the  Packard  legislature"  organization  was  to  elect  Mr.  Kellogg  Senator. 
But  be  this  as  it  maj^  the  body  that  undertook  to  elect  him  had  no  legal  existence,  u 
will  hereafter  appear.  He  purported  to  be  elected  pending  a  heated  contest  as  to  iu? 
legality,  and  since  that  time  it  has  abandoned  its  organization  and  claim,  and  most  of 
its  members  went  into  and  became  jjart  of  '*  the  Nicholls  legislature, "  and  voted  for  Mr. 
Spoflbrd. 

Looking  to  the  permanent  peace  and  well-being  of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  after  many 
years  of  discord  and  strife  which  have  agitated  the  people  of  the  whole  Union,  as  well 
as  the  strict  right,  the  undersigned  deemed  it  important  in  the  highest  degree  that  the 
Senate  should  accept  that  settlement,  made  by  the  authorities  and  accepted  by  the  peo- 
ple, as  a  finality;  and,  looking  to  that  end,  Mr.  Hill  in  committee  offered  a  xesolation  in 
these  words: 

*'The  controversies  heretofore  existing  in  the  S*-:«te  of  Louisiana  as  to  which  ol  ti*o 
rival  bodies  was  the  legislature  of  that  State  and  as  to  which  of  two  rival  claimants  was 
the  governor  of  said  State  having  been  settled  by  the  State  itself  since  the  last  a^oum- 
ment  of  the  Senate, 

''Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  recognize  and  accept  said  settlement  as  final.'* 

This  resolution  was  rejected  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Kepublicans  of  the  commit- 
tee, while  it  received  only  vhc  votes  ol  the  undersigned.  We  solemnly  protest  against  re- 
opening political  conlroversies  in  Louisiana,  and  sincerely  deplore  the  occasion  for  doiD^ 
so.     Let  the  grave  responsibility  rest  with  those  who  have  insisted  upon  doing  so. 

Thenuijorily  of  the  committee  having  thus  determined  to  ignore  the  settlement  referretl 
to,  it  was  then  deenied  necessary  to  cxaniine  fully  and  fairly  the  real  merits  of  the  claims 
respectively  of  Alessrs.  ^pofford  aiid  Kellogg:  and  with  that  view  Mr.  Merrimon  in  com- 
mittee olVered  a  resolution  in  these  words: 

^^liesolved,  That  the  committee  proceed  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  substantial  merits 
of  the  respective  claims  of  Hon.  \V.  I*.  Kellogg  and  Hon.  H.  M.  Spofford  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  to  this  end  to  inquire  particnlarly 
which,  or  whether  either,  of  the  two  rival  bodies  claiming  to  be  the  legislature  of  said 
State,  in  January  and  April  last,  was  the  true  and  lawful  legislature  of  said  State." 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  afler  hearing  the  contestants  at  length,  Mr. 
Kellogg  being  heard  by  his  counsel,  Mr.  Shellabarger.  The  contestants  were  each  re- 
quested to  indicate  what  testimony  he  desired  to  produce,  and  after  debate  they  were  re- 
quested to  confer  and  see  what  state  of  facts  they  could  agree  upon  touching  controverted 
material  joints  at  issue.  Statements  were  submitted  to  Mr.  Kellogg  touching  the  result 
of  the  election  in  parishes  indicated,  and  Mr.  Kellogg  made  a  statement  in  that  respect  in 
reply.  These  statements  were  received  as  evidence,  and  it  was  farther  agreed  to  receive 
the  testimony,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  pertinent,  taken  by  Congressional  commit- 
tees commonly  known  as  the  "Howe  committee,'^  the  "Morrison  committee,''  the 
**Sherjuan  committee,"  and  the  "Field  committee,"  touching  Louisiana  afiairs.  Mr. 
Spofford  did  not  object  to  the  reception  of  this  testimony,  but  he  strenuously  insisted  on 
being  allowed  to  take  testimony  in  sui)port  of  the  st^veral  allegations  specified  by  him 
as  follows:   lie  oflered  testimony  to  prove — 

"  1.  That  the  facts  relative  to  the  election  of  Tremoulet,  Cressy,  and  Kolle,  from  the 
seventh  representative  district  of  New  Orleans,  were  suslantially  a«  set  forth  in  the 
statement  read  by  H.  M.  Spoflbid  in  his  argument  before  this  committee  on  the  24th 
October,  is: 7. 

"2.  That  th«'  <'omposition,  votes  for  Senator,  and  jwlitical  proclivities  of  thelegi.slature 
on  the  2Ith  April,  1877,  when  H.  M.  Spofford  was  elected  Senator,  were  substantia. I ly  as 
set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  argument. 

"3.  That  by  the  actual  returns  or  statements  as  made  in  duplicate  by  the  supervisoj^i 
of  registration  (and  assistant  supervisors),  with  their  appointees,  the  commissioners  of 
election,  and  sert,  one  set  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  each  parish  in  the  count  v 
and  to  the  secretary  of  state  in  the  city,  and  the  other  set  to  the  returning  board  (m) 
called),  showed  a  majority  of  votes  actually  cast  throughout  the  State  of  about  8,000 
votes  for  Nicholls  and  Wiltz  over  Packard  and  Antoine  for  the  offices  of  governor  and 
lieutenant-governor  in  the  election  that  took  place  in  Louisiana  November  7,  1876. 

*'  4.  Besides  these  specific  violations  of  the  coustitution  and  of  the  law  under  which 
they  pretended  to  act,  I  charge  that  the  conduct  of  the  returning  officers  in  suppressing 
polls  and  changing  the  result  of  the  constitutional  returns  was  clandestine,  collusive. 
tyrannical,  and  unjust;  that  the  real  work  of  conducting  an  election  under  pretext  of 
<»mpiling  votes  was  proceeded  with  in  a  secret  chamber  by  a  corps  of  partisan  cleiks, 
while  the  occasional  open  sessions  of  the  board  were  side- shows,  devised  to  screen  what 
was  going  on  within;  that  arbitmiy  rules  of  evidence  were  established  for  pieteuded con- 
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tests,  and  changed  so  often  and  abruptly  that  no  fair  trial  coald  be  had  or  was  had  before 
the  board;  that  illegal  complaints  were  constantly  received  and  illegal  evidence  admit- 
ted lor  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  polls  that  were  in  the  way  of  such  candidates  as  the 
board  desired  to  elect;  and  that  Mr.  Kellogg  himself,  then  governor,  joined  in  making 
illegal  complaints  and  inducing  the  board  to  consider  them. 

"5.  I  am  informed  and  so  charge  that  the  returns  from  Vernon  Parish,  after  they  came 
into  possession  of  the  returning  officers,  and  while  they  were  under  their  control,  were 
fraudulently  altered  by  a  change  of  figures,  Umtamount  to  a  forgery  of  a  public  record; 
that  the  board  knew  what  the  figures  upon  those  returns  were  before  their  alteration,  and 
yet  alter  the  alteration  promulgated  the  results  of  said  Ibrgery  as  the  true  returns;  that 
by  such  fraudulent  alteration  E.  E.  Smart,  candidate  for  representative  in  the  Stiite  assem- 
bly, who  had  in  fact  and  according  to  the  returns  as  they  first  came  to  the  board  defeated 
bis  competitor,  Brown,  was  left  behind,  and  Brown,  the  defeated  candidate,  falsely  de- 
clared elected;  and  that  said  Brown  took  his  seat  in  the  Packard  house,  and  figures  on 
the  journal  as  present  on  the  2d  of  January,  1877,  when  there  was  a  pretended  count  of 
votes  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  in  joint  assembly,  and  perhaps  on  one  or  two 
other  occasions,  but  that  he  afterward  abandoned  that  body  and  went  home,  acknowledg- 
ing that  he  never  had  been  elected." 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  testimony  so  proposed  by  Mr.  Spofford  is  material,  and 
ought,  in  j  ustice  to  him  and  the  Senate,  to  have  been  received.  Besides,  it  cannot  be  t  ruly 
said  that  the  respective  claims  of  the  contestants  have  been  decided  upon  their  "substan- 
tial merits"  when  one  of  them  is  not  allowed  to  produce  material  testimony  which  he 
oflfers  and  is  anxious  to  produce.  And  it  may  be  that  a  decision  made  by  the  Senate 
now,  without  fair  opportunity  to  produce  such  testimony,  maybe  reviewed  and  reversed 
at  some  future  time.  It  is  well  to  put  an  end  to  controversy  now  by  allowing  both  the 
contestants  the  fullest  and  fairest  opportunity  to  produce  all  material  testimony.  We 
think,  therefore,  that  the  whole  matter  ought  to  be  recommitted  to  the  committee,  to 
the  end  the  proposed  testimony  may  be  taken. 

The  following  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  are  material  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  points  raised  in  the  contest  now  under  consideration: 

**Abt.  15.  The  legislative  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  two  distinct  branches, 
the  one  to  be  styled  the  house  of  represenatives,  the  other  the  senate,  and  both  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

"Abt.  16.  The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  continue  in  office  for  two 
years  from  the  day  of  the  closing  of  the  general  elections. 

"Art.  17.  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  on  the  first  Monday  in.  November  every  two 
years,  and  the  election  shall  be  completed  in  one  day.  The  general  assembly  shall  meet 
annually  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  unless  a  different  day  be  appointed  by  law, 
and  their  sessions  shall  be  held  at  the  seat  of  government. 

"Art.  19.  Elections  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  shall- be  held  at  the  sevenvl 
election  precincts  established  by  law. 

''Art.  27.  The  members  of  the  Senate  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  four  years;  and 
when  assembled  the  senate  shall  have  power  to  choose  its  own  officers  except  as  herein- 
after provided. 

"Art.  31.  At  the  first  session  of  the  general  assembly  after  this  constitution  goes  into 
effect  the  senators  shall  be  divided  equally  by  lot  into  two  classes;  the  seats  of  the  sen- 
ators of  the  first  class  to  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  first  house  of 
representatives;  those  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  second 
house  of  representatives,  so  that  one-half  shall  be  chosen  every  two  years  successively. 
When  a  district  shall  have  elected  two  senators  their  respective  terms  of  office  shall  be 
lietermined  by  lot  between  themselves. 

"Art.  33.  Not  less  than  a  majority  of  the  members  of  each  house  of  the  general  as- 
sembly shall  form  a  quorum  to  transact  business;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  shall  have  full  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members. 

**Art.  34.  Each  house  of  the  general  assembly  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications,  elec- 
tion, and  returns  of  its  members;  but  a  contested  election  shall  be  determined  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

"Art.  46.  Keturns  of  all  elections  for  members  of  the  general  assembly  shall  be  fhade 
to  the  secretary  of  state. 

*'Art.  48.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  chief  magis- 
trate, who  shall  be  styled  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  He  shall  hold  his 
office  during  the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  the  lieutenant- governor,  chosen 
for  the  same  term,  be  elected  as  follows:  The  qualified  electors  for  representxUives  shall 
vote  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  at  the  time  and  place  for  voting  for  represent- 
atives; the  returns  of  every  election  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  by  the  proper 
returning  officer  to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  shall  deliver  them  to  the  speaker  of  the 
bouse  of  representatives  on  the  second  day  of  the  session  of  the  general  assembly  then 
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to  be  holden.  The  members  of  the  geoeral  assembly  shall  meet  in  th'j  li-m^o  of  rq>:r- 
sentatives  to  exam'iie  and  count  the  votes.  The  person  havin^L;  tlie  <:jreatest  nnmlHrroi 
votes  for  governor  shall  be  declared  duly  elected;  but  in  cwse  ol'  u  tie  vote  ]>etweeu  u\o 
or  more  candidates  one  of  them  shall  immediately  be  chosen  governor  by  joint  vote  ui 
the  members  of  the  general  a&sembly.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votp< 
I>olled  for  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  lieutenant-governor;  but  in  ca;?e  of  a  tie  vote 
between  two  or  more  candidates,  one  of  them  shall  be  immediately  chosen  lieutenaot- 
govemor  by  joint  vote  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly. 

"Abt.  51.  The  governor  shall  enter  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  January  next  ensuing  his  election,  and  shall  continue  in  oflice  until  the  Monday 
next  8uc<;eeding  the  day  that  his  successor  shall  be  declared  duly  elected,  and  shall  have 
taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  the  constitution. 

*'Art.  73.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  in  district  court.«s. 
in  parish  courts,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace. 

**Art.  94.  No  judicial  powers,  except  as  committing-magistrates  in  criminal  ca.*es, 
shall  be  conferretl  on  any  officers  other  than  those  mentioned  in  this  title,  except  such 
a.s  m;iy  be  necessary  in  towns  and  cities;  and  the  judicial  powers  of  such  officers  shall 
not  extend  further  thiui  the  cognizance  of  cases  arising  under  the  police  regulations  of 
towns  and  cities  in  the  State.  In  any  case  where  such  officers  shall  at^sume  jurisdiction 
over  other  matters  than  those  which  may  arise  under  police  regulations,  or  under  their 
jurisdiction,  as  committing-magistrates,  they  shall  be  liable  to  an  action  of  damages  in 
favor  of  the  party  injured,  or  his  heirs;  and  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  party  injured  shall 
ipso  facto  operate  a  vacation  of  the  office  of  said  officer. 

**Abt.  103.  The  privilege  of  free  suffrage  shall*be  supported  by  laws  regulating  elec- 
tions and  prohibiting  under  ade<iuate  penalties  all  undue  influence  thereon  from  power, 
bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  practice. 

**Abt.  107.  In  all  elections  by  the  people  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  ballot;  and  in  all 
elections  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  jointly  or  separately,  the  vote  shaU 
be  given  viva  voce. 

"Abt.  133.  No  judicial  powers  shall  be  exercised  by  clerks  of  courts.'* 

And  the  following  sections  from  the  statute  of  that  State  approved  November  20, 1872, 
commonly  called  the  election  law: 

"Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  SttUc  of 
Louisiana  in  general  aHsnnhly  convened,  That  all  elections  for  State,  parish,  and  judicial 
officers,  members  of  the  general  assembly,  and  for  members  of  Congress  shall  be  held 
on  the  Ist  Monday  in  November,  and  said  election  shall  be  styled  the  general  election. 
They  shall  be  held  in  the  manner  and  form  and  subject  to  the  regulations  hereinafter 
prescribed,  and  in  no  other. 

*'Sk(^  2.  lie  if  further  enacted  ^  rfr.,  That  five  persons,  to  be  electe<l  by  the  senate  from 
all  political  parties,  shall  be  the  returning  officers  for  all  elections  in  the  Slate,  a  majority 
of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  and  havep#wer  to  make  the  returns  of  all  elections. 
In  case  of  any  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  by  either  of  the  board,  then 
the  vacancy  shall  bo  filled  by  the  residue  of  the  IkmikI  of  returning  officers.  The  re- 
turning oflicers  shall  after  each  election,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  take  and 
subscribe  to  the  following  oath  before  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  any  district  court: 

*^  *  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  diligently  perform 
the  duties  of  a  returning  officer  as  prescribed  by  law;  that  I  will  carefully  and  hon- 
estly canvass  and  compile  the  statements  of  the  votes,  and  make  a  tnie  and  correct  return 
of  the  election:  So  help  me  God.' 

"Within  ten  days  alter  the  closing  of  the  election  said  returning  officers  shall  meet  in 
New  Orlciins  to  canvass  and  compile  the  statement  of  votes  made  by  the  commissioners 
of  election,  and  make  returns  of  the  election  to  the  secretary  of  state.  They  shall  con- 
tinue in  session  until  such  returns  have  been  (compiled.  The  presiding  officer  shall,  at 
such  meeting,  open,  in  the  presence  of  the  said  returning  officers,  the  statements  of  the 
commissioners  of  election,  and  the  said  returning  officers  shall,  from  said  statements, 
canvass  and  compile  the  returns  of  the  election  in  duplicate;  one  copy  of  such  returns 
they  shall  11  le  in  the  office  of  the  secretary'  of  state,  and  of  one  copy  they  shall  make 
public  i)rociamation,  by  printing  in  the  official  journal  and  such  other  newspapers  as 
the}'  may  deem  proper,  <U'claringthe  names ofall  persons  and  officers  voted  for,  the  number 
of  votes  for  each  person,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  been  duly  and  lawfully 
elected.  The  return  of  the  election  thus  made  and  promulgated  shall  be  jyrima  facie 
evidence  in  all  courts  of  justice  and  before  all  civil  officers,  until  set  aside  alter  contest 
according  to  law,  (»f  the  right  of  any  person  named  thereinto  hold  and  exercise  the  office 
to  which  he  shall  by  such  return  be  declared  elected.  The  governor  shall,  within  thirty 
days  thereafter,  issue  commissions  to  all  officers  thus  declared  elected,  who  are  required 
by  law  to  be  commissioned. 

Skc.  :J.  Be  it  further  enacted.  tjCv.,  That  in  such  canviutf*  and  compilation  the  rettim- 
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icg  officers  shall  observe  the  following  order:  They  shall  compile  first  the  statements 
from  all  iwlls  or  voting  places  nt  which  there  shall  have  been  a  fair,  free,  and  peace- 
able registration  and  election.  Whenever  from  any  poll  or  voting  place  there  shall  be 
received  the  statement  of  any  supervisor  of  registration  or  commissioner  of  election,  in 
form  as  required  by  section  26  of  this  act,  on  affidavit  of  three  or  more  citizens,  of  any 
riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery,  or  corrupt 
influences,  which  prevented  or  tended  to  prevent  a  fair,  free,  and  peaceable  vote  of  all 
qualilied  electors  entitled  to  vote  at  such  poll  or  voting  place,  such  returning  officers 
shall  not  canvass,  count,  or  compile  the  statement  of  votes  from  such  poll  or  voting 
places  until  the  statements  from  all  other  polls  or  voting  places  shall  have  been  canvassed 
and  compiled.  The  returning  officers  shall  t)ieu  proceed  to  investigate  the  statements 
of  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed  disturbance,  bribery,  or  corrupt 
influences  at  any  such  poll  or  voting  place;  and  if  from  the  evidence  of  such  statement 
they  shall  be  convinced  that  such  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed 
disturbance,  bribery,  or  corrupt  influences  did  not  materially  interfere  with  the  purity 
and  freedom  of  the  election  at  such  poll  or  voting  place,  or  did  not  prevent  a  sufficient 
number  of  qualified  voters  thereat  from  registering  or  voting  to  materially  change  the 
result  of  the  election,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  said  returning  officers  shall  canvass  and 
compile  the  vote  of  such  poll  or  voting  place  with  those  previously  canvassed  and  com- 
piled ;  but  if  said  returning  officers  shall  not  be  fully  satisfied  thereof,  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  examine  further  testimony  in  regard  thereto,  and  to  this  end  they  shall  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  If,  after  such  examination,  the  said  returning 
officers  shall  be  convinced  that  said  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  armed 
disturbance,  bribery,  or  corrupt  influences  did  materially  interfere  with  the  purity  an4 
freedom  of  the  election  at  such  poll  or  voting  place,,  or  did  prevent  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  qualified  electors  thereat  from  registering  and  voting  to  materially  change  the  result 
of  the  elect  ion^  then  the  said  returning  officei-s  shall  not  canvass  or  compile  the  statement 
of  the  votes  of  such  poll  or  voting  place,  but  shall  exclude  it  from  their  returns:  Promiled^ 
That  any  person  interested  in  said  election  by  reason  of  being  a  candidate  for  office  shall 
be  allowed  a  hearing  before  said  returning  officers  upon  making  application  within  the 
time  allowed  for  the  forwarding  of  the  returns  of  said  election. 

*'  Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enactQdj  <f'c,,'  That  the  election  at  each  poll  or  voting  place  shall 
be  presided  over  by  three  wmmissioners  of  election,  residents  of  the  parish  for  at  least 
twelve  months  next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  who  shall  be  .selected  from  different 
political  parties,  and  be  of  goo<l  standing  in  the  party  to  which  they  belong,  and  who 
shall,  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  take  and  subscribe  the  oath 
prescril)ed  for  State  officers.  Should  only  one  of  the  commissionersr  appointed  be  pres- 
ent at  the  hour  for  opening  the  poll,  he  shall  appoint  another,  and  both  together  shall 
appoint  a  third  ;  and  the  commissioners  so  appointed  shall  take  the  oath  and  perform 
all  the  duties  of  commissioners  of  election  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  ap- 
pointed as  provided  for  regular  appointment  of  commissioners  by  this  act.  Any  one  of 
the  commissioners  shall  be  authorized  to  administer  the  oath  to  the  other  commission- 
ers. The  commissioners  of  election  for  the  several  wards  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  administrators  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

**Se<'.  13.  Be  if  further  enacted,  <£t..  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of 
election,  at  each  poll  or  voting  place,  to  keep  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  at 
such  poll  or  voting  place,  which  list  shall  be  numbered  from  one  to  the  end;  and  said 
list  of  voters,  with  their  names  and  numbers  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  signed  and  sworn  to  as 
correct  by  the  commissioners,  immediately  on  closing  of  the  polls,  and  before  leaving  the 
place,  and  before  opening  the  box.  If  no  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  peiaon 
authorized  to  administer  such  oath  be  present  to  do  so,  it  may  be  administered  by  any 
voter.  The  votes  shall  be  counted  by  the  commissioners  at  each  voting  place,  immedi- 
ately after  closing  the  election  and  without  moving  the  boxes  from  the  place  where  the 
votes  were  received,  and  the  counting  must  be  done  in  the  presence  of  any  bystander  or 
citizen  who  may  be  present.  Tally- lists  shall  be  kept  of  the  count,  and  after  the  count 
the  ballots  counted  shall  be  put  back  into  the  box  and  preserved  until  after  the  next 
term  of  the  criminal  or  district  court,  as  the  case  may  be;  and  in  the  parishes,  except 
Orleans,  the  commissioners  of  election,  or  anyone  of  them  selected  for  that  purpose,  shall 
carry  the  box  and  deliver  it  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  who  shall  preserve  the 
same  as  above  required;  and  in  the  parish  of  Orleans  the  Ik)x  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
clerk  of  the  first  district  court  for  the  parish  of  Orleans,  and  be  kept  by  him  as  above 
directed. 

**Sec.  26.  Be  it  further  enacted  j  <£•<?.,  'Jhat  in  any  parish,  precinct,  ward,  city,  or  town 
in  which  during  the  time  of  registration,  or  revision  of  registration,  or  on  any  day  of 
election,  there  shall  be  any  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  and  disturbance, 
bribery,  or  corrupt  influences,  at  any  place  within  said  parish,  or  at  or  near  any  poll  or 
?oting  place,  or  place  of  registration  or  revision  of  registration,  which  riot,  tamalt,  acts 
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of  violence,  intdmidation,  and  disturbance,  bribery,  or  corrupt  influences  shall  pie^ent 
or  tend  to  prevent,  a  fair,  free,  peaceable,  and  full  vote  of  all  the  qualified  electors  of 
said  parish,  precinct,  ward,  city,  or  town,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commif^ionens  of 
election,  if  such  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  and  disturbance,  briher>\or 
corrupt  influences  occur  on  the  day  of  election,  or  of  the  supervision  of  registration  of  the 
parish,  if  they  occur  during  the  time  of  registration,  or  revisiou  of  registration,  to  makv 
in  duplicate  and  under  oath  a  clear  and  full  statement  of  all  the  iacts  relating  thereto 
and  of  the  eflfect  produced  by  such  riot,  tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  and  du^- 
tnrbances,  bribery,  or  currupt  influences  in  preventing  a  fair,  free,  pe;iceable,  and  fall 
registration  or  election,  and  of  the  number  of  qualiQcd  voters  deterred  by  such  riot?;, 
tumult,  acts  of  violence,  intimidation,  and  disturbaqpe,  bribery,  or  corrupt  inlluencvs 
from  registering  or  voting,  which  statement  shall  also  be  corroborated  under  oath  Ijy 
three  respectable  citizens,  qualified  electors  of  the  parish.  When  snch  statement  is  made 
by  a  commissioner  of  election  or  a  supervisor  of  registration,  he  shall  forwarcl  it  in  dupli- 
cate to  the  supervisor  of  registration  of  the  parish,  if  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  one  copy  of  which,  if  made  to  the  supervisor  of  registration,  shall  be 
forwarded  by  him  to  the  returning  oflScers  provided  for  in  section  2  of  this  act,  when 
he  makes  the  returns  of  election  in  his  parish.  His  copy  of  said  statement  shall  be  so 
annexed  to  his  returns  of  elections,  by  paste,  wax,  or  some  adhesive  substance,  that  the 
same  can  be  kept  together,  and  the  other  copy  the  supervisor  of  registration  shall  deliver 
to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  tis  parish  for  the  use  of  the  district  attorney. 

**Sec.  43.  Be  it  furtAer  enacted,  d-c.j  That  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  polls  on 
the  day  of  election,  the  commissioners  of  the  election  at  each  poll  or  voting  place  shall 
proceed  to  count  the  votes,  as  provided  in  section  13  of  this  act,  and  alter  they  shall  have 
so  counted  the  votes  and  made  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  persons  voted  for,  and  the 
offices  for  which  they  were  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  received  by  each,  the  num- 
ber of  ballots  contained  in  the  box.  and  the  number  rejected,  and  the  reasons  therelor. 
duplicates  of  such  lists  shall  be  made  out,  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  conimissiooer^  of 
election  of  each  poll,  and  such  duplicate  lists  shall  be  delivered,  one  to  the  supervisor  of 
registration  of  the  parish,  and  one  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  parish,  and  in 
the  parish  of  Orleans  to  the  secretary  of  state,  by  one  or  all  such  commissioners  in  i>er- 
son,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  closing  of  the  poll§.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
supervisors  of  registration,  within  twenty- four  hours  after  the  rec-eipt  of  all  the  retpms 
for  the  different  polling  places,  to  consolidate  such  returns,  to  be  certified  as  correct  bv 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  forward  the  consolidated  returns,  with  the  origiuafs 
received  by  him,  to  the  returning  oflicers  provided  for  in  section  2  of  this  act,  the  said 
report  and  returns  to  be  inclosed  in  an  envelope  of  strong  paper  or  cloth,  securely  sealed, 
and  forwarded  by  mail.  Ho  shall  forward  a  copy  of  any  statement  as  to  violence  or  dis- 
turbance, bribery  or  corruption,  or  other  ofienses  specified  insection«2Gof  this  act,  if  any 
there  be,  together  with  all  memoranda  and  tally-lists  used  in  making  the  count,  and 
statement  of  the  votes. 

**Sec.  44.  Be  it  further  enacted^  <S:c.y  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state 
to  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  and  the  secretary  of  the  senate  of 
the  last  general  assembly  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  persons  as,  according  to  the  returns, 
shall  have  been  elected  to  either  branch  of  the  general  assembly;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  clerk  and  secretary  to  place  the  names  of  the  representatives  and  senators 
elect  so  furnished  upon  the  roll  of  the  house  and  of  the  senate,  respectively;  and  those 
representatives  and  senators  whose  names  are  so  placed  by  the  derk  and  secretary,  re- 
spectively, in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  none  other,  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  organize  the  house  of  representatives  or  senate.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  l>e 
construed  to  conflict  with  article  34  of  the  constitution  of  the  State." 

The  senate  branch  of  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  is  composed  of  thirty-six  senators, 
nineteen  being  a  quorum ;  the  house  branch  is  composed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
members,  sixty-one  being  a  quorum.  The  election  for  governor  and  members  of  the  legis- 
lature, styled  the  "general  election,"  is  held  biennially,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber. 

It  will  be  observed  that  section  2,  set  forth  above,  of  the  statute  regulating  the  man- 
ner of  holding  elections,  provides  for  five  ' '  ret  uming  officers ' '  for  all  elections  in  the  State, 
commonly  called  ' '  the  returning  board. '  *  In  view  of  the  constitutional  provisions  above 
cited,  this  statutory  provision  is  strange  and  anomalous.  It  suggests  and  imports  a  dis- 
honest purpose;  it  savors  of  fraud;  in  the  natural  order  of  things,  leaving  out  of  view  for 
the  moment  that  it  contravenes  the  constitution,  it  is  tinnecef^sary,  illogical,  and  absnrd, 
audit  is  not  surprising  that  the  retnming  lx)ard  has  been  one  of  the  chief  instmmentali- 
ties  in  the  hands  of  desperate  adventurers  in  producing  the  disorders  and  stormy  conflicts 
that  have  disgraced  and  cursed  the  State  and  people  of  Louisiana  ever  since  it  came  into 
existence.  What  necessary,  reasonable,  or  honest  purpose  it  can  serve  wo  cannot  see, 
and  its  whole  history  shows  that  it  has  accomplished  inuc-h  aii<l  lasting  frvil. 
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The  statutory  clause  providing  lor  ''the  returning  board,"  so  far  as  it  affects  elections 
for  governor  and  members  of  the  legislature,  manifestly  comes  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
constitution  of  Louisiana  in  two  respects: 

1.  The  Ibrty-sixth  article  provides  that  "  returns  of  all  elections  for  members  of  the 
general  assembly  shall  be  made  to  the  secretary  of  state;"  and  it  is  provided  in  article 
48:  *  *  *  "The  qualified  electors  for  representatives  shall  vote  for  governor  and' 
lieutenant-governor  at  the  time  and  place  for  voting  for  representatives;  the  returns  of 
every  election  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  by  the  proper  returning  officer  t©  the 
secretary  of  state,  who  shall  deliver  them  to  the  spciiker  of  tl^house  of  representatives 
on  the  second  day  of  the  session  of  the  general  assembly  then  to  be  holden." 

The  term  "  returns"  so  used  in  4he  constitution  plainly  means  the  returns  as  made  up 
by  the  election  officers  in  the  several  parishes.  If  the  counting,  tabulating,  and  certify- 
ing the  votes  by  such  officers  is  not  making  up  the  "returns,"  and  if  such  officers  are 
not  returning  officers,  then  what  is  the  statement  of  the  votes,  and  what  are  such  officers 
properly  termed?  What  office  do  they  perform?  This,  is  made  the 'more  manifest  by 
the  almost  universal  use  of  the  term  ''  returns  "  in  c  mnection  with  elections  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  before  the  existence  of  the  returning  board,  and  in  most  if  not  all  the  States 
in  the  Union.  The  constitution  of  Louisiana  contains  many  provisions  in  reference  to 
elections,  and  if  it  had  been  intended  to  attach  such  unusual  meaning  to  the  term  "  re- 
turns," such  purpose  would  have  been  indicated  by  apt  words.  As  there  is  no  such 
unusual  meaning  indicated*  the  term  must  be  taken  in  its  ordinary  acceptation  when 
used  in  connection  with  elections.  Ihe  clause  of  the  statute  providing  for  the  returning 
board  requires  that  the  ''returns  "  shall  be  sent  by  the  proper  returning  officers  to  "the 
returning  board,"  instead  of  to  the  secretary  of  state,  as  the  constitution  provides,  and 
being  so  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  it  is  null  and  void. 

2.  Article  73  of  the  constitution  provides:  "The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a 
supreme  court,  in  district  courts,  in  parish  courts,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace;"  and 
article  94  provides:  "  No  judicial  powers,  except  as  committing  magistrates  in  criminal 
cases,  shall  be  conferred  on  any  officers  other  than  those  mentioned  in  this  title,  except 
such  as  may  be  necessary  in  towns  and  cities,  and  the  judicial  powers  of  such  officers 
shall  not  extend  iurther  than  the  cognizance  of  cases  arising  under  the  police  regulations 
of  towns  and  cities  in  the  State." 

The  title  from  which  these  extracts  are  taken  is  styled  dn  the  constitution  "  Judiciary 
department;"  it  provides  for  courts  and  the  distribution  of  judicial  power,  but  return- 
ing officers,  or  any  like  officers,  nre  not  mentioned  in  it,  except  by  general  terms  to 
exclude  them,  and  no  judicial  power  is  conferred  upon  them  by  it. 

The  act  creating  "  the  returning  board  "  undertakes  to  confer  upon  it  very  high  and 
important  judicial  powers.  In  section  3,  above  set  forth,  it  undertakes  to  empower  and 
confer  jurisdiction  upon  "the  returning  boaTd  "  to  investigate  touching  riots,  disturb- 
ances, &c.,  and  to  decide  to  what  extent  the  same  affected  the  election  at  any  polling 
place,  and  how,  to  adjudicatathat  the  vote  of  the  poll  or  voting  place  shall  be  counted, 
or  cast  out  wholly  and  rejected;  to  examine  further  testimony,  to  send  ibr  persons  and 
papers,  and  to  allow  pei;soi)s  interested  in  such  elections  to  come  before  them  and  assert 
and  defend  their  rights.  And  by  necessary  implication,  it  is  intended  to  confer  all 
judicial  power  essential  to  determine  all  such  questions  as  may  come  under  their  juris- 
diction. But  the  constitution,  as  we  have  seen,  expressly  forbids  that  any  judicial  power 
shall  be  conferred  upon  such  officers,  and  t  he  statutory  provision  in  question  is  therefore 
null  and  void. 

It  jnay  be  said  that  if  the  returning  board  and  its  acts  are  nullities  then  the  election 
must  fail  absolutely.  This  does  not  Ibllow;  but  if  it  should,  this  is  no  excuse  or  justi- 
fication, and  cannot  put  life  into  the  statute  when  there  is  a  plain  and  palpable  violation 
of  the  constitution.  But  such  consequences  cannot  follow.  The  returning  officers  des- 
ignated by  the  constitution  must  send  the  returns  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  leg- 
islature may  be  duly  organized  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  general  parliamentary 
law.  These  arc  well  understood,  and  in  some  States  they  alone  prevail,  and  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  they  prevailed  for  a  long  while. 

But  granting,  for  the  argument,  that  the  returning  board  had  a  constitutional  exist- 
ence, it  plainly  exceeded  its  powers  in  two  material  respects:  L  The  statute  regulating 
the  manner  of  holding  elections  provides  (see  section  2,  above  set  out),  in  reference  to  the 
returning  board,  as  Ibllovvs:  "  The  presiding  officer  shall  at  such  meeting  open,  in  the 
presence  of  the  said  returning  officers,  the  statements  of  the  commissioners  of  election, 
and  the  said  returning  officers  shall,  from  said  statements,  canvass  and  compile  the  re- 
turns of  the  election  in  duplicate;  one  copy  of  such  returns  they  shall  file  in  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state,  and  of  one  copy  they  shall  make  public  proclamation,  by  print- 
ing in  the  official  journal  and  such  other  newspaper  as  they  may  deem  proper,  decUoing 
the  names  of  all  persons  and  officers  voted  for,  the  number  of  votesforeadi  person,  and 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  been  duly  elected.    The  retoms  of  the  eleetion  thiia 
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made  and  proniulgatcd  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  in  all  courts  of  ju^tici-  and  lefoiv 
all  civil  officers  until  set  abide  after  contest  according  to  Jaw  ol*  the  right  of  any  peiboD 
named  therein  to  hold  and  exercise  the  office  to  which  he  shall  by  such  retain  bede- 
elnre«l  elected.  Tlie  governor  shall,  within  thirty  days  therealler,  issue  conimi:jsiooa  to 
all  officers  thus  declared  elected  who  are  required  by  law  to  be  commissioned.  *' 

Now,  this  provision  is  veiy  material;  it  is  not  merely  direetory,  it  is  iiiai;datory  aDd 
essential.  '*Tlie  statements  of  the  commissioners  of  election  '*  are  ruacle  l*y  the  oflictR« 
at  the  polls,  who  held  the  election  and  knew  exactly  what  xotes  wt-re  ]K)l]etI  and  under 
what  circumstances:  an(L  l^esides,  these  statements  are  sworn  by  the  euuiuii>j<ioncrs. 

The  fact  is,  that  in  ascertaining  the  result  of  the  election  the  returninjif  hoanl  did  Lot. 
from  the  statements  of  the  commissioners  of  election,  **  canvass  and  c-onipiJc  theretnra^ 
of  the  election;"  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  canvassed  and  compiled  the  retnrrs  Iroin 
the  consolidated  returns  made  up  by  the  supervisors,  as  provided  in  section  411  of*  ihc 
statute  set  out  above.  This  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Teturniofjc  l>onnl  was  not  ouly 
unlawful,  but  tire  testimony  goes  to  show  that  it  was. done  willfully ;  that  in  repeateil 
instances  the  commissioners'  returns  did  not  correspond  with  the  sui>er%isors'  cou^oii- 
dated  returns;  that  the  latter  hud  been  so  made  up  falsely,  and  always  in  favor  of  the 
Kepublican  ciindidates,  to  the  extent  of  some  3,500  votes. 

2.  Section  20,  set  out  above,  of  the  statute  referred  to,  provides  that  in  case  of  riot, 
and  other  ofl'enses  specified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  or  supervisor, as 
Hi)ecitied,  to  make  under  oath  a  clear  and  full  statement  of  «11  the  iacts  connected  with 
such  unlawful  acts,  and  the  effect  of  the  same  upon  the  election,  and  such  statement 
must  be  corroborated  under  oath  by  three  resi)ectable  citizens,  qualified  electors  of  the 
parish;  such  statements  must  be  sent  to  the  returning  board,  attached  by  wax  tr  some 
adhesive  substance  to  th«;  returns  of  election.  Section  3,  set  out  above,  of  said  act. 
prescribes  the  dyties  of  the  returning  board  in  cases  where  such  affidavits  sliall  aix-om- 
pany  returns  sent  to  them. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  one  contingency  they  must  not  disturb  the  return,  but  count 
it;  in  another  contingency  they  must  reject  it,  and  refuse  to  count  it.  Now,  in  plain 
violation  of  this  statute  in  the  respect  last  mentioned,  the  returning  board  in  ref.eatid 
instances,  and  al'ter  thcvhad  examined  the  returns  and  saw  how  results  could  be  allecied 
to  suit  their  wishes  and  interests,  received  affidavits  alleging  such  offenses  in  various 
parishes  and  voting  places,  which  affidavits  were  not  made  by  supervisors  or  commission- 
ers of  election,  but  by  other  i)crsons,  and  such  affidavits  did  not  accompany  returns  as 
lecjuired  by  law;  an<l,  pretending  to  act  upon  such  affidavits,  the  returns  were  sup- 
l>ressed — not  rejected,  as  allowed  by  law  in  the  contingency  named,  but  suppn .«««et1  in 
such  way  as  to  give  Kepublican  candidates  majorities  where  they  did  not  receive  ni;ijoi- 
ities  in  the  parishes  and  at  the  voting  ]>laees named. 

Mr.  Kellogg  admits  in  his  statement  (see  it)  that  in  the  twelfth,  eighteenth,  and 
twenty-second  senatorial  distrii'ts  the  Democratic  candidates  hadthe  majority  of  tlic  votes 
cast  at  the  polls,  and,  asthe  commissioners'  returns  sent  tQ  the  returning  board  showed. 
that  in  the  election  of  ten  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  designated  the  re- 
turns of  commissioners  showed  that  Democratic  candidates  were  elected,  and  the  return- 
ing board  so  changed  or  suppressed  the  returns  as  to  show  that  the  Kepublicau  candidates 
were  elected.  Without  reference  to  the  fraudulent  purjiosc  of  the  returning  hoard  in 
the  respects  just  mentioned,  it  had  no  power  thus  to  interfere  with  returns  and  alter  or 
suppreJrS  them.  If,  under  the  constitution,  it  can  exist  at  all  for  any  purpose,  it  must 
pursue  strictly  the  i>owers conferred  upon  it;  it  has  not  general  jurisdiction,  and  cannot 
exercise  powers  like  a  court  having  general  jurisdiction.  It  exceeded  its  jjowers,  tnin- 
scended  its  jurisdiction  in  the  rcs^iects  just  nu-ntioned,  and  such  acts,  apart  from  Iraud, 
were  null  and  void. 

It  cannot  be  truly  sjiid  that  the  returning  board  exceedeil  its  jurisdiction  and  exercised 
important  powers  which  the  statute  creating  it  did  not  jKirport  to  confer  by  inadvert- 
ence. (Jn  the  contrary,  the  evidence  shows  conclusively  that  it  assumed  such  powers 
in  aid  of  the  most  Uagrant  frauds  i)erj>etrated  by  it.  Indeed,  its  whole  course  of  ih>u- 
duct,  in  pretending  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  election,  manifests  most  .ntrikingly  the 
real  puri)Ose  had  in  view  in  creating  this  strange  and  unnatural  tribunal.  It  a.^H'crtained 
results  of  the  election,  and  seeing  them,  with  di'liberation  and  advisedly,  changed  them 
at  will;  made  new  ones,  and  always  in  favor  of  the  Republican  candidates.  The  returns 
from  the  parishes  showed  that  NichoUs,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  governor,  hail  a 
majority  over  Packard,  the  Ke})ublican  candidate  for  the  siime  office,  of  8,010  votes.  iJy 
the  exen'ise  of  the  unlawlul  iM)wei's  already  pointed  out,  this  majority  was  changed  to  a 
majority  in  favor  of  Packard  of  3,4'iO  votes. 

The  evidence  shows,  and  it  is  admitted  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  that  Perkins,  I>emocrat,  had 
a  majority  for  senator  in  the  twelfth  senatorial  district;  he  beat  Weber,  R^nblicaD, 
largely,  but  the  returning  board  gave  the  latter  a  certificate  of  election.  Meredith, 
Democrat,  had  a  majority  over  Hamlet,  Hepublican,  for  the  senate,  for  the  eighteenth 
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senatorial  district;  the  returning  board  gave  Hamlet  the  certificate.  Sandiford,  Dem- 
ocrat, beat  Blunt,  Hepublicau,  lor  the  senate,  in  the  twenty-second  senatorial  district ; 
the  returning  board  gave  Blunt  the  certiticate. 

In  Ouachita  Parish,  Breard  and  Taylor,  Democrats,  beat  Barrington  and  Brewster, 
Republicans  for  the  house  of  representatives,  as  the  parish  returnvS  show;  but  the  re- 
turning board  gave  the  Republicans  certificates  of  election.  In  East  Baton  Rouge  Par- 
ish, Duprij,  Williams,  and  Young,  Democrats,  beat  Bird,  Holt,  and  Lane,  Republicans, 
for  the  house  of  representatives;  the  returning  board  gave  the  certificates  of  election  to 
the  Republi(xins.  In  La  Fayette  Parish,  Marshall  T.  Martin,  Democrat,  beat  Femest 
Martin,  Republican  (these  were  brothers),  for  the  house  of  representatives;  the  Repub- 
lican received  the  certiticate  of  election. 

In  West  Feliciana  Parish,  McGee  and  Ryland,  Democrats,  beat  Swazie  and  Early, 
Republicans,  for  the  house  of  representatives.  The  Republicans,  however,  received  cer- 
tificates of  election.  In  Morehouse  Parish,  Washburn  and  Hammond,  Democrats,  beat 
Shelton  and  Blair,  Republicans,  for  the  house  of  representatives,  but  the  certificates  of 
election  were  given  to  the  Republicans.  In  De  Soto  Parish,  Pitts  and  Means,  Demo- 
crats, beat  Long  and  Johnson,  Republicans;  the  latter  received  certificates  of  election. 
The  returning  board  refused  to  count  any  returns  from  the  parishes  of  Grant  and  East 
Feliciana;  the  returns  were  thrown  out  absolutely.  The  parish  returns  show  that 
Lyons  and  Porter,  Democrats,  were  elected  from  East  Feliciana,  and  Randolph,  Demo- 
crat, was  elected  from  Grant  Parish. 

The  parish  returns  show  that  the  Democrats  were  elected  in  each  instance  above  men- 
tioned, and  Mr.  Kellogg  admits  that  they  received  mryorities.  (See  his  statement  made 
to  the  committee  on  13th  of  November  instant.)  These  changes  were  wrought  by  the 
returning  board,  not  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  sought  to  be  conferred  upon  them  by 
statute  and  in  the  way  prescribed,  but  by  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  for  which  there 
was  no  color  of  legal  sanction.  The  statute  creating  the  board  required  that  it  should 
be  composed  of  five  persons  to  be  elected  from  all  political  parties.  In  fact  there  were 
but  four  members  composing  it,  and  all  of  them  Republicans.  The  statute  commanded 
that  the  vacancy  should  be  filled  by  those  members  in  office;  they  peremptorily  refused 
to  till  the  vacancy. 

In  changing  the  results  of  the  election  as  above  stated,  the  sittings  of  the  board  were 
iiTcgular;  their  movements  were  clandestine  and  collusive;  they  received  illegal  evi- 
dence to  the  end  they  might  make  pretext  for  suppressing  polls;  they  received  sug- 
gestions Ironi  persons  not  allowed  by  law  to  make  them;  and  after  they  and  their  polit- 
ical 1  iissociates  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to  change  results  in  their  own  interests,  Mr. 
Spofford  proposed  to  prove  that  Mr.  Kellogg,  then  governor  and  a  candidate  for  the 
L  nited  States  Senatorship  which  he  now  claims,  * 'joined  in  making  illegal  complaints 
and  inducing  the  board  to  consider  them." 

In  view  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  developed  by  the  testimony  received  by  the 
oon^.raittee  we  do  not  hesitate — we  feel  constrained  to  declare — that  the  returning  boaM 
in  Louisiana  in  pretending  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  result  of  the  election  in  that 
State  in  November  last  not  only  proceeded  in  many  material  respects  without  the  sanc- 
tion or  even  color  of  law,  but  perpetrated  the  most  flagrant  and  shameless  frauds,  sur- 
passing, if  possible,  any  ever  perpetrated  by  that  tribunal  before,  and  by  such  means 
undertook  to  change  the  actual  result  of  that  election  so  as  to  elect  the  Republican  can- 
didate for  governor  and  give  the  Republicans  a  majority  in  the  legislature.  Their  action 
was  unlawful,  willful,  corrupt,  concerted;  and  we  cannot  escape  the  conviction  that  it 
W2US,  to  say  the  least  and  best,  connived  at  and  encouraged  by  persons  occupying  impor- 
tant stations  in  and  out  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1877,  as  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  directs,  the 
legislature  designated  as  "the  Nicholls  legislature'^  assembled  in  Saint  Patrick's  Hall 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  The  following  extracts  from  the  journal  of  the  senate, 
found  on  pages  1  and  2,  show  the  circumstances  under  which  it  met: 

**The  members  of  this  senate,  duly  elected,  proceeded  at  12  m.  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1877 — ^being  the.first  Monday  of  said  month — to  the  State  capitol  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, to  which  they  were  refused  admittance,  and  which  they  found  in  the  possession  of 
a  large  body  of  metropolitan  police  and  armed  men. 

' '  They  were  reliably  informed  of  the  presence  of  five  companies  of  United  States  troops 
in  an  adjoining  building,  and  that  an  entrance  into  the  State  capitol,  by  which  the  troops 
could  be  readily  introduced  into  the  senate  chamber,  had  been  especially  made  for  that 
purpose.  As  the  representatives  of  the  people,  this  body  considered  it  contrary  to  law 
and  the  spirit  of  free  institutions  to  organize  a  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
under  a  military  guard  calculated  to  overawe  and  intimidate  the  members. 

**  For  which  reasons  they  repaired  to  Saint  Patrick's  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
where  a  permanent  organization  has  been  effected." — (Senate  journal,  1877,  page  2.) 

Then  Ibllows  on  the  next  page,  3,  signed  by  twenty  senators,  making  a  quorum: 

**The  undersigned  holding-over  senators,  and  senators-elect,  do  hereby  solemnly  pro- 
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te8t  a<;ain;«t  the  (xvupation  dl'  tin*  capitol  nl'  the  State  by  :in  arine<l  ImkIv  < if  metropolitan 
police  and  otlior  aniuMl  ictaiiu'is,  su])]x>rtc-ci  1»y  a  largt-  ImhIv  of  ElmIitiI  truopei  in  an 
adjacent  bnildinjj  inunodiately  aircs>il)lc  U)  the  State-house  hy  a  juLssa^^e  purposely  pre- 
pared ^v  it  li  that  object  in  view,  uliich  iMe^al,  arbitrary',  and  revohitionary  procct'din|p» 
have  been  ct»nMininiatcd  by  the  order  and  under  the  sanction  o!  the  fcovernor  of  the 
State,  and  the  lieutenant  {governor  as  presidinjs  ofliifr  of  the  »enate.  for  the  pnrpose 
of  overawinj^  and  controllinj^  the  deliberations  of  the  general  ass^'mbly,  and  preventing 
the  access  of  the  members  duly  elected,  as  well  its  the  citizens  of  the  State,  to  the  meet* 
inj^  of  their  .servants,  save  upon  the  written  iM'rmis.sion  of  the  j^overnor,"  &c. 

There  were  in  the  senate  at  th«'  or^mi/ation  on  the  day  it  assendded  twenty  Ponatoni. 
Of  these,  nine  were  **  holdin«;-over  senators,*'  and  their  ri^ht  is  not  questioned;  eijcht 
new  R'Uators  held  certiticates  from  the  returning  lK)anl,  and  it  is  admit te<l  that  8.  G. 
Terkins,  senator  fn»m  the  twelltli  <listriet.  re<'eived  a  nuijtmty,  he  iM'atin;;  WVlier,  the 
Republican  candidate.  It  is  likewise  admitted  that  T.  E.  .Mennlith  r(H.'eiv(><l  u  ninjority 
of  the  votes  cast  in  the  ei^hti'cnth  senatorial  district  over  llaudet,the  Kepublican  candi- 
date. And  it  is  also  admitted  that  J.  \V.  Sandiford  reeeived  a  majority  of  llie  votes  cast 
in  the  twenty -.second  .senatorial  distiiet  over  Jllunt,  the  L'ejmbliean  ciindidate.  The  par- 
ish returns  show  these  facts,  and  they  are  admitted.  .^See  Mr.  Kcllo};g's  statement,  niade 
to  the  committee  on  th"  l!»th  of  NovemlK»r,  1^77. ) 

It  ro<|uired  nineteen  .^'natoi-s  to  maki.'  a  (juorum:  twenty  .senators  were  present  at,  and 
partici])ated  in,  the  oi;^ani/ation.  • 

The  f4)IIowing  extracts  t'nun  the  journal  of  the  house  of  repn'si-ntjitivcM  Khow  tlie  cir* 
cumstances  attending;  the  organization  (»f  that  ImmIv  ']Kig<'  I  >: 

"HnrsK  OK  Kk1'RF>«KXTATIVBI, 

*'.V»i''  (hit nils,  MJttnittn'jf  1,  18T7. 

".\t  V2  «rel«Mk  m.  the  clerk  <»f  the  hous**  t>f  representatives,  in  acc(»rdamHt  with  the 
law,  t(M)k  his  place  on  the  .stand  of  the  s]M'akerof  the  hous4>  and  stated  that  ho  hail  fonnd 
the  Stat«>-hnU'^e  barrieadi-d  and  in  thr  ]M)^<>e-kNioii  of  the  police  and  military  of  the  State, 
placet!  there  by  ord«'r  ot'  the  pivernor,  and  a  militia  oditrr  in  charp'  of  the  hall  of  the 
hou>e  of  rcpre>entati\es:  that  be  had  demanded  that  >ueli«)tlli'ers  .should  withdniw,  and 
the  ol>striictions  to  till*  free  in;:n^s  and  e;;rex<i  to  theSta1«'-hous<*  an<l  liall  i>f  the  hoUHeof 
H'prescntatives  be  leninvcd;  tliat  he  had  been  refused  >tU'h  <lemand,  and  would  not  oiipin- 
i/e  the  hou*M>  of  reprfxentatives  under  sm-li  eircum stances,  but  wouhl  pi  elsewhere  and 
4tr^ani/e  that  Iwidy.  lie  th«'n  re|taired  to  Saint  I'atriek's  Mall,  when'  the  houw  was 
«alleil  i4»  onU-r. "" 

Mr.  Tiv7.<*vant  was  the  elerk  whoorj^ani/efl  th«*  luuisi':  he  was  clerk  of  tlie  **old  honse" 
and  the  person  authoii/ed  by  hiw  to  orpuii/e  the  n«-w  one. 

Then*  were  preseitt  and  paitinpatin;;  in  the  orpiiii/ation  of  the  house  sixty-two  meni- 

Ikts,  sixty-one  bein^  a  <|Uiiium:  i)f  the.M' held  eeitilieates  fnuii  the  returninj;  Imard. 

Of  those  present,  the  parish  rrtuin'>  ^^hnw.and  it  is  admitted  ^  we  Mr.  K  el  lot;g*H  statement 
alK)ve  cited  >.  that  h.  A.  liteaid.  jr.,  and  .1.  <i.  Taylor,  of  Ouachita  Palish.  i^TtMveil  ma- 
joritii's  over  rianin;:t(Mi  and  I'liew-ter.  ICepublican^:  that  J.  I'itts  an<!  .Iin*  T.  Meanit,  of 
I)i>  S>to  Parish,  reii-ived  majmitifs  nxfi*  l.on>:and  Johnston.  Kepublit-iins;  that  Koheit 
H.  Ifyland  and  .1.  ]•.  .Mrtn-hce.  nf  WiM  IVIitiana.  reeeived  majorities  o\er  Swazie  and 
Eiirly,  b'4>pub1iian>;  that  W.  W.  \Va>hbiiin  an«I  .1.  I>.  11  ammond.  of  .Morehouse  I'ariiih, 


ceixeti  a  majmiiy  o\er  in-ain.  iie]iuiMiean;  inai  >> .  i\.  i  tirier  an«i  i.  n.  i.yons,  oi  rjiai 
I-\'lieiana,  ree4i\«<!  all  lln*  M)te>  «'a<it;  hail  n(»  op|ionent;  tliis  vote  the  n'turniu^  iMianI 
threw  out:  that  1!.  <f.  Ifandnlph.  of  (irant  Tansh.  r«*4'4'ivetl  a  majority  of  nil  the  votintturt; 
the  vote  of  this  ]Kirish  the  nturnini]:  Uianl  threw  out. 

It  thusapjK'ars  that  "the  NieholN  leL:islature."  on  th«'  fir>t  day  it  aHseuihU>il,  had  a 
4|U«irnm.  and  more  than  a  i|Ui>ium,  of  nifmlNTs  wlm  hail  Inhmi  ele«'teil  at  the  ptdls,  and  in 
f.i4t  h.id  the  ri>:ht  tii>it.  l*ut  I'ur  x\u-  unl.iwtiil  and  frau«lul«'nl  aeti«in  of  the  returning 
iNiiird.  theie  «-oulil  be  no  jireti  n*>e  lurHu^^eMion  that  the  <ir;;an; /.it ion  thus  made  wan  not 
.^•trietly  le^al  in  all  ie^)H-et.s.  Inib«Ml,  the  or);:uii/.itiiin  wa.^  uia^le  in  puntiauce  «ii  the 
ai-ttial  nsult  of  lh«*  ebrtittn. 

It  i<>  -aid,  howexer.  that  whate\irmay  ha\e  U'cn  lh«'  result  of  the  ehrt  ion  at  the  |m»II* 
ini:  pl.ie«>  thrnuifhout  the  State  in  ill'*  )i;iri»lii->.  the  1 '^i.sluture  must  In*  orpinijErtl  liy 
thii«f  |H>i>(on<«.  and  only  tlioric.  whti  holil  «-«-rti1i4-aie>«of  eli"-ti«m  fri»m  the  returning  I Nard, 
and  that  witlmut  releiine«'  to  tlw  i-omluet  of  ilut  bnunl,  whet  her  di>«h<ini«t,  fraudnlent, 
or  otherui-iv  In  n']>ly  to  ihi^  \ii  w  wt-  h.i\i-  t'nd«>:iv<in*d  ti»  show,  first,  that  the  return- 
ing Isiiird  had  n*  lon^iitutional  sinction  as  n-tuminKotVurrM  «il  the  eh*etion  for  guvernor 
and  niemlHTs  of  the  legi^iluturc.  anditsactfi  uie  therefore  void;  second,  th;itgnuiting  f«ir 
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argument's  sake  that  it  had  a  legal  existence,  it  transcended  its  powers  and  jarisdiction, 
first,  in  failing  to  '^canvass  and  compile  "  the  returns  of  the  commissioners  of  election, 
instead  of  the  consolidated  returns  sent  to  it  by  the  supervisors  of  election ;  and  second, 
in  that  it  received  suggestions  after  seeing  the  returns  and  knowing  the  result  as  to  vio- 
lence, disorders,  &c.,  otherwise  than  as  the  law  allowed.  And  the  testimony  makes  the 
dishonest  purpose  and  fraudulent  conduct  of  the  returning  board  in  changing  results 
manifest. 

There  is,  however,  another  answer.  The  Senate,  in  Spencer's  ease,  after  much  debate, 
decided  that  when  there  ure  two  rival  bodies  of  men  in  a  State,  each  claiming  to  be  the 
lawful  legislature,  it  is  competent  to  look  behind  the  certificate  of  election  and  see  who 
was  in  fact  elected  at  the  polls.  This  is  a  recent  decision,  and  it  was  sanctioned  by  the 
vote  of  every  Republican  Senator  who  voted  on  the  question.  We  do  not  stop  here  to 
question  the  soundness  of  this  decision;  it  was  made  by  a  Republican  Senate  and  in 
favor  of  a  Republican  Senator.  We  cite  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  in  this  case.     The  committee  Siiy: 

"  When  we  consider  that  all  the  forms  prescribed  by  law  for  canvassing  and  certifying 
an  election,  and  for  the  organization  of  the  two  houses,  are  designed  to  secure  to  the 
persons  actually  elected  the  right  to  act  in  the  offices  to  which  in  fact  they  have  been 
elected,  it  would  be  sacrificing  the  end  to  the  means  were  the  Senate  to  adhere  to  the 
mere  form,  and  thus  defeat  the  end  which  the  forms  were  intended  to  secure. 

'*  The  persons  in  the  two  bodies  claiming  to  be  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
who  voted  for  Spencer  constituted  a  quorom  of  both  houses  of  the  members  actually  elected; 
the  persons  in  the  State-house  legislature  who  voted  for  Sykes  did  not  constitute  a  (luo- 
rum  of  the  two  houses  duly  elected,  but  a  quorom  of  persons  certified  to  have  been  elected 
to  the  two  houses." 

The  legislature,  so  organized,[on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1876,  canvassed  the  returns  for 
governor,  and  declared  Francis  T.  NichoUs  elected,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  the  same  month 
he  took  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  law,  and  has  ever  since  that  time  exercised  the 
office  of  governor. 

On  the  24th  day  of  April,  1877,  the  legislature  elected  the  contestant,  Mr.  Spofibrd,  to 
be  a  Senater  in  the  United  States  Senate  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1877,  hav- 
ing voted  in  joint  assembly  at  least  once  each  legislative  day  since  the  10th  of  January, 
1877.  Each  house  took  a  vote  on  the  9th.  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  in  that 
election  was  153.  Mr.  Spofford  received  140  votes.  There  were  but  three  members  of 
the  legislature  absent  at  the  time.  Of  the  members  thus  voting,  51  had  been  in  ' '  the 
Packard  legislature ' '  at  the  time  Mr.  Kellogg  claims  to  have  been  elected,  and  voted 
for  him.  At  the  time  Mr.  Spo£ford  was  elected  there  was  only  **the  NichoUs  legisla- 
ture ' '  in  the  State,  and  there  was  no  opposing  or  rival  body. 

All  the  acts  passed  by  this  legislature  are  duly  published  and  recognized  as  the  stat- 
utes of  Louisiana,  They  are  recognized  by  all  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment and  by  the  whole  people,  and  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States  sitting  in  that 
State.  The  first  act  passed  by  this  legislature  was  approved  by  Governor  NichoUs  on 
the  8th  of  January,  1877,  the  day  he  went  into  office. 

The  body  of  men  which  claimed  to  be  the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  and  commonly 
called  *'  the  Packard  legislature,"  assembled  in  the  State-house,  in  New  Orleans,  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1877.  The  house  was  barricaded  and  surrounded  by  bodies  of  met- 
ropolitan police,  and  several  companies  of  United  States  troops  were  kept  in  readiness 
for  action  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  State-house.  There  were  in  the  senate  branch  of 
this  l^islature  eight  '*  holding-over  "  senators  and  eleven  persons  claiming  to  be  senators 
holding  certificates  of  election  from  the  returning  board.  These  i)erson8  were  Messrs. 
Blunt,  Bryant,  Case,  Demas,  Hamlet,  Hooper,  Sutton,  Stamps,  Wakefield,  Wheeler,  and 
Weber — eleven  in  all.  These  altogether  make  nineteen,  a  quorum,  if  they  had  all  been 
elected,  but  Blunt,  Hamlet,  and  Weljer  were  defeated  candidates;  this  the  parish  re- 
turns show  and  the  fact  is  admitted.  So  that,  in  fact,  there  were  in  this  senate  but 
sixteen  senators  entitled  to  sit  in  a  lawful  legislature.  One  of  these  (Hamlet)  hav- 
ing departed,  left  them  without  even  a  nominal  quorum.  Then  Mr.  Steven,  a  *'  holding 
over"  senator,  sitting  in  **the  NichoUs  legislature,"  happened  to  be  in  the  State- 
house  on  business,  and  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Packard  legislature  seized  and  took 
him  into  the  senate  chamber  to  try  and  restore  their  nominal  quorum.  He  was  taken 
by  force,  and  against  his  will  and  protest,  and  he  did  not  participate  in  anything  done. 
The  seizure  of  Mr.  Steven  was  a  disgraceful  proceeding,  and  the  object  had  in  view  was 
to  make  a  nominal  quorum  in  order  to  admit  as  senators,  upon  a  feigned  contest.  Baker 
and  Kelso,  two  candidates  who  were  defeated  at  the  polls,  and  who  did  not  even  hold 
certificates  of  election  from  the  returniuflj  board.  Steven  did  not  vote,  refused  to  par- 
ticipate, and  without  him  there  was  no  quorum  present  when  Kelso  and  Baker  were 
admitted. 

IMr.  Steven  gives  the  following  account  of  his  seizure.     Ho  says  : 

*^  On  Janu-vry  1,  1877,  I  was  one  of  the  holding-over  senators  who  formed  the  senftto 
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of  the  State  of  Looisiaiia  ooavened  on  tiiat  day  in  Sunt  Patrick's  HaJh  in  the  city  of  N^ 
Orleans. 

''  I  was  one  of  the  oommittee  of  three  appointed  by  the  chair  to  m/brm  Covernor  Ker 
logg  that  the  senate  was  duly  oiganized,  and  ready  to  reoefiTc  anjr  conunonicarioD  br 
mi^bt  have  to  make.  &.,  Ac  The  other  membetB  of  the  oommittee  were  Mr.  GarlaDd. 
of  Saint  Landry,  and  Mr.  Boatner.  of  Catahoula,  both  of  whom  were  elected  in  1876. 
The  oommittee  proceeded  to  the  Saint  Lonis  Hotel,  were  admitted  to  GoTemor  Krl- 
logg's  office,  and  deUvered  to  him  in  penon  the  message  with  which  they  were  charged. 
Upon  leaving  Governor  Kellogg's  office,  I  was  stepped  by  two  or  three  persons.  wb(> 
stated  that  they  were  sei^eants-at-arms  of  the  senate,  and  that  I  must  acc-oiupany  them 
to  the  senate  chamber.  I  stated  that  the  senate  of  the  State  had  met  in  Saint  P!2tnL-k'> 
Hall  on  that  day  and  had  adjonmed  nntil  the  following  day;  therefore  I  refosed  to  ac- 
company them,  and  refused  to  submit  to  arrest. 

^*  I  was  therenpon  seized  by  two  or  more  of  these  parties  and  poshed  and  dragged  i:: 
the  direction  of  the  senate  chamber,  I  resisting  at  eveiy  step.  In  this  manner  we 
reached  the  outside  bar  of  the  senate,  where,  by  getting  my  feet  against  the  railiii'.:.  I 
was  enabled  for  a  few  moments  to  make  a  more  effectual  resistance.  I  was  dnaUv 
forced  to  the  bar  of  the  senate.  I  addressed  myself  to  the  president  (Lieatenant-Oxiv- 
emor  Antoine),  who  was  in  the  chair,  stating  the  circumstances  which  led  to  my  arrest, 
protesting  against  the  arrest,  and  demanding  that  I  be  permitted  to  withdraw.  The 
president  stated  that  I  could  only  be  permitted  to  withdraw  by  unanimous  consent  of 
the  senate,  which  was  refused.  At  this  juncture  Governor  K^ogg  came  in  throngh  a 
door  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  president's  desk.  I  appealed  to  him  as  commandtr- 
in-chief  of  the  forces  occnpying  the  building  to  release  me,  as  I  considered  my  arr&>t  as 
equivalent  to  a  violation  of  a  flag  of  truce. 

^'  He  stated  he  was  very  sorry,  &c,  but  as  the  senate  had  me  in  custody  he  could  not 
interfere.  I  then  made  an  attempt  to  go  out,  but  was  seized  by  several  persons  and 
forced  back.  I  took  a  chair  and  sat  down  with  my  back  to  the  president,  at  the  end  of 
the  center  aisle.  The  roll  was  called,  my  name  repeated  probably  a  dozen  or  more 
times;  I  made  no  response  nor  gave  reeognitioD  in  any  way,  shape,  or  manner  whatever. 
When  the  roll  was  called  on  the  seating  of  Baker  and  Kelso  I  made  no  answer,  nor  gave 
sign  or  motion  of  any  kind  whatever. 

"WILL  STEVEN." 

There  was  not  at  any  time  a  lawful  senate. 

In  the  Packard  house  of  representatives  there  were  at  no  time  more  than  sixty-eight 
persons  present  claiming  to  be  members.  Eleven  of  these,  including  Brown,  of  Vernon 
Parish,  as  has  already  appeared,  were  defeated  at  the  polls,  so  the  parish  returns  show, 
and  Mr.  Kellogg  admits  that  their  Democratic  opponents  had  majorities  of  the  votes  cast 
This  leaves  the  house  without  aquorum  of  memb^  actually  elected.  Mr.  Kellogg,  there- 
fore, did  not  receive  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  the  legislature. 

The  evidence  shows  that  but  for  the  presence  of  the  United  States  troops  the  so-called 
**  Packard  legislature"  would  never  have  assembled,  and  never  would  have  set  up  any 
claim  to  be  a  legislature;  but  for  the  presence  of  troops  it  would  not  have  continued  to 
exist  for  one  hour;  it  never  for  one  moment  existed  as  a  free  legislative  body ;  it  was  the 
creature  of  fraud  and  force,  and  as  soon  as  the  latter  disappeared  it  fled  from  the  dice  of 
men ;  it  felt  and  realized  that  it  had  no  rightful  existence,  and  hence  its  friends  and  foes 
alike  repudiated  it.  From  the  beginning  it  was  a  sham,  a  pretense,  and  a  fraud;  it 
parsed  no  act,  it  did  nothing  that  is  reoogmzed  as  law  by  any  of  the  authorities  in  Lou- 
isiana; it  did  no  act  for  which  any  authority  daims  vsdidity,  except  the  pretend  A  elec- 
tion of  the  cx>nte8tant,  Mr.  Kellogg.  This  is  the  only  act  it  did  that  claims  recognition, 
and  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  alone  will  recognize  and 
accept  this  single  fraudulent  act  of  a  pretended  legi^ture  which  the  State  and  people 
of  lx>uisiana  utterly  repudiate. 

Treachery  and  fraud  mark  every  lineament  of  the  so-called  ''Packard  legislature** 
from  its  incipiency,  and  the  Senate  cannot  escape  seeing  this.  But  apart  from  fraud, 
where  there  are  two  rival  bodies  of  men  in  a  State,  each  <*laiming  in  gpod  faith  to  be  the 
lawful  legislature,  and  each  contests  the  right  of  the  other  from  the  beginning  of  their 
existence,  and  such  contest  is  continued  without  intermission  until  one  prevails  and  ab- 
sorl>s  the  other,  so  that  the  latter  completely  disappears,  and  all  the  co-ordinate  branches, 
and  all  the  authorities,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  the  President 
and  courts  of  the  United  States,  recognize  the  prevailing  body  as  the  lawful  l^slatnre, 
and  all  its  acts  passed  from  its  beginning  as  laws  of  the  State,  and  recognize  no  single  act 
of  the  body  so  absorbed  and  totally  disappearing,  can  the  Senate  of  &e  United  States, 
many  montlis  after  it  has  so  completely  disappeared,  recognize  the  body  thus  disappear- 
ing as  the  legislature  of  the  Stale  by  admitting  to  the  Senate  aj  a  Sen  itor  a  person  who 
claims  to  have  been  elected  by  such  a  body  of  men  ? 
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The  stiiteraent  of  the  proposition  irresistibly  suggests  the  answer — ^it  cannot.  The 
Senate  may  have  the  physical  power  to  do  so — it  has  not  the  right  to  do  so — it  can  only 
do  so  by  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  lawless,  despotic  power.  Su(;h  an  act  on  the  part  of  the 
K^enatc  could  only  be  regarded  as  a  defiance  of  the  authority,  rifjht,  and  will  of  the  State 
and  au  insult  to  its  dignity;  it  would  shock  the  moral  sense  of  the  American  people,  and 
aftbrd  cause  for  profound  distrust  and  alarm  for  the  safety  of  our  system  of  government. 

The  misrule  and  public  disorders  which  have  afflicted  the  State  and  people  of  Lou- 
isiana sceiu  to  have  passed  away.  The  settlement  of  differences  and  a  new  administration 
of  government  resulting  upon  the  election  in  November  last  restored  peace,  good  order, 
and  a  wholesome  government. 

That  State  i\nd  that  people  have  settled  their  political  contests  and  strifes  which  have 
annoyed  and  distressed  the  whole  country.  The  Senate  ought  not,  we  trust  it  will  not, 
disturb  that  settlement  and  revive  bitter  controversies.  On  the  contrary,  we  trust  it 
will,  as  in  law  and  right  it  must  do,  accept  and  ratily  that  settlement  by  admitting  the 
contestant,  Mr.  Spofford.  His  credentials,  in  all  respects,  comply  with  requirements  of 
law,  and  he  is  well  entitled  to  sit  as  Senator. 

ELI  SAULSBURY. 
A.  S.  MERRIMON. 
BENJ.  H.  HILL. 

Wednesday,  Navemher  28,  1877. 

Mr.  Wadleigh  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege  and  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  yesterday  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections  to  admit  William  P.  Kellogg  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  but  all  after  the  word 

resolved"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

That  M.  C.  Butler  be  now  sworn  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,'* 

After  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  the  yeas  were  30  and  the  nays  were  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cockrell,  Coko, 
Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris, 
Hereford,  Hill,  Jones  of  Florida,  Keman,  Laraar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson, 
Merrimon,  Morgan,  Patterson,  Randolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace, 
Whyte,  and  Withers. 

Tliose  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bum- 
side,  Cameron  of  I*ennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  Conkling, 
Conover,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  McMillan, 
Matthews,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Rollins,  Sargent,  Saunders,  Spencer, 
Teller,  and  Wadleigh. 

The  vote  of  the  Senate  being  equally  divided. 

The  Vice-President  voted  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vote  on  the  amendment, 

1^.  Thurman  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and  submitted  that  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  that  the  Vice-President  shall  have  no  vote  unless  where  the  Senate  is 
equally  divided  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  seating  a  member;  but  that  questions  of 
seating  a  member  should  be  left  to  the  Senators  themselves,  under  the  provision  that 
each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  qualifications,  and  returns  of  its  own 
members;  and, 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Thurman  withdrew  the  question  of  order. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Pending  debate,  a  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 

******* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  admit  William  Pitt  Kel- 
logg to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Patterson  (at  6  o'clock  and  10  minutes  p.  m.)  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  29,  nays  27. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  730-749  of  the  Congressioual  Record,  vol.  vi.]  ♦ 
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Thuesday,  Kavemher  29,  1877. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  to  admit  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and, 

Pending  debate, 

On  motu)n  by  Mr.  Conover  (at  4  o'clock  and  5  minates  p.  m.),  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  749-764  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Friday,  Kavember  30,  1577. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committw 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  admit  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Loruisiana;  and, 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Saolsbury  to  amend  the  res- 
olution so  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz: 

' '  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  IMvileges 
and  Elections  that  Henry  M.  Spofibrd,  one  of  the  contestants  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  did  ask  and  demand  the  authority  of  the  committee  to  protluce 
testimony  on  the  five  following  points  at  issue  between  the  contestants,  to  wit: 

'*  1.  That  the  facts  relative  to  the  election  of  Tremoulet,  Cressy,  and  Itolle,  from  the 
seventh  representative  district  of  New  Orleans,  were  substantially  as  set  forth  in  the 
statement  read  by  H.  M.  Spofford  in  his  argument  before  this  committee  on  the  24th 
October,  1877. 

'*  2.  That  the  composition,  votes  for  Senator,  and  political  proclivities  of  the  legislature 
on  the  24th  April,  1877,  when  H.  M.  Spofibrd  was  elected  Senator,  were  substantially  as 
set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  argument. 

' '  3.  That  by  the  actual  returns  or  statements  as  made  in  duplicate  by  the  snper\-isor8 
of  registration  (and  assistant  supervisors),  with  their  appointees,  the  commissioners  of 
election,  and  sent  one  set  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  each  parish  in  the  countv 
and  to  the  secretary  of  state  in  the  city,  and  the  other  set  to  the  returning  board  -so 
called),  showed  a  majority  of  votes  actually  cast  throughout  the  State  of  about  8,0<Ki 
votes  for  NichoUs  and  Wiltz  over  Packard  and  Antoine  lor  the  ofiices  of  governor  and 
lieutenant-governor  in  the  election  that  took  place  in  Louisiana  November  7,  1876. 

"4.  Besides  these  specific  violations  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  law  nnder  which 
they  pretended  to  act,  I  charge  that  the  conduct  of  the  r^urning  ofliccrs  in  suppressing 
polls  and  changing  the  result  of  the  constitutional  returns  was  clandestine,  collusive, 
tyrannical,  and  unjust;  that  the  real  work  of  conducting  an  election  under  pretext  o't 
comi)iling  votes  was  proceeded  with  in  a  secret  chamber  by  a  corps  of  partisan  clerks, 
while  the  occitsional  oj)en  sessions  of  the  board  were  side-shows  devivsed  to  .screen  wliat 
was  going  on  within;  that  arbitrary  rules  of  evidence  were  established  for  pretended 
contests  and  changed  so  often  and  abruptly  that  no  fair  trial  could  be  had  or  was  had 
before  the  board;  that  illegal  complaints  were  constantly  received  and  illegal  evidence 
admitted  for  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  polls  that  were  in  the  way  of  such  ciinilidates 
as  the  board  desired  to  elect;  and  that  Mr.  Kellogg  himself,  then  governor,  joined  in 
making  illegal  complaints  and  inducing  the  board  to  consider  them. 

"5.  I  am  informed,  and  so  charged,  that  the  returns  from  Vernon  Parish,  after  thev 
came  into  possession  of  the  returning  oflicers,  and  while  they  were  under  their  control, 
were  fraudulently  altered  by  a  change  of  figures,  tantamount  to  a  forgery  of  a  public 
record;  that  the  ])oard  knew  what  the  figures  upon  those  returns  were  before  thei^lter- 
ation,  and  yet  after  the  alteration  promulgated  the  results  of  said  forgery  as  the  true 
returns;  that  by  such  fraudulent  alteration  E.  E.  Smart,  candidate  for  representative  in 
the  State  assembly,  who  had  in  fact  and  according  to  the  returns  as  they  first  came  to 
the  board  defeated  his  competitor,  Brown,  was  left  behind  and  Brown,  the  defeated  can- 
didate, falsely  declared  elected;  and  that  said  Brown  took  his  seat  in  the  Packard  house 
and  figures  on  the  journal  as  present  on  the  2d  of  Januaiy,  1877,  when  there  was  a  pre- 
tended count  of  votes  lor  governor  and  lieutenant-governor  in  joint  assembly,  and  per- 
haps on  one  or  two  other  ocaisions,  but  that  he  afterward  abandoned  that  body  au<l 
went  home,  acknowledging  that  he  never  had  been  elected. 

*'And  which  request  was  refused  by  a  majority  of  said  committee:  Therefore, 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  of  Henry  M.  Spofford, 
the  contestants  for  the  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Ix)uisiana,  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  with  all  the  pa];)era  relating  to  said  con- 
test, with  instructions  to  said  committee  to  take  testimony  on  the  i^jsues  above  men- 
tioned." 

The  question  being  first  put  by  the  Chair  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Saals- 
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bury  to  the  re-»olutiou  reported  by  the  committee,  viz:  Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "re- 
solved" and  in  lieu  thereof  insert: 

"That  the  credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  of  Henry  M.  Spofford,  the  con- 
testants for  the  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  bo  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  with  all  the  papers  relating  to  said  contest,  with 
instructions  to  said  committeo  to  take  testimony  on  the  issues  above  mentioned," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  29,  nays  29. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Thocje  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Jones 
of  Florida,  Kernau,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Merrimon,  Morgan,  Pat- 
terson, Kandolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bum- 
side,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chaflee,  Christiancy,  Conk  ling, 
Conover,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  McMil- 
lan, Matthews,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  Paddock,  Rollins,  Sargent,  Saunders,  Spencer,  Teller, 
and  Wadleigh. 

So  the 'amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  21,  nay  31. 

*  •»  ^f  *  *  *  * 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  to  admit  William. Pitt  Kellogg  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and, 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hill  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"resolved"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

"That  Henry  M.  Spofford  be  admitted  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  on  a 
prima  facie  title,  and  subject  to  the  right  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  contest  his  seat," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  29. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Allison,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Beck,  Bayard,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris,  Here- 
ford, Hill,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kernan,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Merrimon,  Mor- 
gaii,  Kandolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Booth,  Bruce,  Burn- 
side,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chafi*ee,  Christiancy,  Conkling, 
Conover,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Matthews, 
Mitchell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Spencer,  Teller,  and 
Wadleigli. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

^^  Rp^olvedy  That  WiHiam  Pitt  Kellogg  Is,  upon  the  merits  of  the  ca.se,  lawfully  en- 
titlefl  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the 
terra  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be  admitted 
thereto  upon  taking  the  proper  oath; 

• '  Itesolved,  That  Henry  M.  Spofford  is  not  entitled  to  a  aeat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  30,  nays  28. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  heretofore  ordered, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,'Anthony,  Booth,  Bruce,  Burn- 
side,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  Conkling, 
Conover,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  McMillan, 
Matthews,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Spencer, 
Teller,  and  Wadleigh. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
Del  vis  of  Illinoi.s,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Gurland,  Grordon,  Harris,  Here- 
ford, Hill,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kernan,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  MePheraon,  Merri- 
mo:i,  Morgan,  Randolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace,  and  Withers. 

»So  the  resolution  wius  agreed  to. 

■»f  %  *  *  *  «  .         ♦ 

Mr.  William  Pitt  Kellogg  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  haying  been 
administered  to  him  by  the  Vice-President,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
[The  delxite  is  found  on  pages  767-797  of  the  Congressional  Kecord,  vol.  vi.] 
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[First  session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congreas.] 

Friday,  March  t21,  1879. 

Mr.  .loiuis  presented  a  memoriul  of  Henry  M.  SpofTunl,  of  Louisiana,  praying  an  invea- 
ti^tion  into  his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  iis  Senator  from  that  State;  which  was 
relerreii  to  the  Committee  on  Privileises  and  Elections. 

Wepn'EsjDAY,  Aprii  16,  1879. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Eleetion-s,  reported  the 
following  resolution: 

"Rtsolwd,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  tHwtions  l)e  authorised  to  have 
printed  for  its  use  the  arguments  iK'fore  it  in  tiie  e;ise  of  SpolTord  against  Kellogg  rehi- 
tive  to  a  se:it  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  I^>uisiana,  with  sueh  evidenee,  pa|>ers.  und 
documents  relativt^  to  the  ease  as  it  may  deem  proper.'' 

The  Senate  pnM'ceded,  hy  unanimous  ironsent,  to  eonsider  the  s;iid  renolution;  and 
having  l>eeu  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  lI(Kir,  the  re^dution,  :is  am.-nde<l.  wasagix-eil 
t<»,  as  follows: 

"/i<w>/r<7/,  That  the  CommitttH*  on  Privileges  and  EU»eti«»ns  he  authorised  ti»  have 
printed  for  its  use  the  arguments  lx*fort;  it  in  the  case  of  SpoiUird  against  KelUig-^  lula- 
tive  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  l^niisiana,  with  such  other  proceedings  iu 
relation  to  the  case  iis  it  may  deem  pn)iH'r." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  i>ages  4US,  Hii)  of  the  Congrt^ssional  IJei-onl,  vol.  ix»  jKirt   1.] 

TlIlK-spAY,  M'lif  1,  ls7si. 

Mr.  S:iulsbury,  fnim  the  Committee'  (m  l^rivileges  and  Eh^'tions,  n*i>«irte<I  the  r«>ll«i\v* 
ing  n'solution;  whi<-h  was  ordered  to  bi?  printwi: 

'*A*<'.Wr*'r/.  That  the  ('ommitt4H*  on  Privilege-^  and  Elections,  to  which  w;ls  n-fcrred  tlie 
memorial  of  Henry  M.  S|)otlbrd,  praying  permission  to  pr«Khice  evidenci>  ivlatinic  to  tin* 
right  of  Hon.  WiUiam  Pitt  Kellogg  to  the  S4>at  in  the  Senate  held  hy  him  fnuii  theSiaie 
of  I^Miisiana,  and  in  sup{K>rt  of  the  claim  of  s;iid  petitionertheri'to,  \h\  and  said  ciimniit- 
t(H.*  is  hereby,  instruct(*d  to  iiKpiire  into  the  matters  aHeged  in  s:iid  |H>tilion,  andfor  that 
purpoM.' said  committt^*  is  authori/e<l  ami  eni|)ower(Hl  to  st'ud  tor  {K'rsons  and  i^tptTs. 
administer  o;it lis,  and  do  all  such  other  acts  iL'^an*  necv'ssiry  and  pro|NT  tor  atull  and  lair 
invent ig.ition  in  the  preinist's.  Said  committtM'  may,  in  itsiliseretion,  apixunt  a  sulKitiu- 
niittfv  of  its  own  meMil»ers  to  make  such  investigation  in  whole  <ir  in  |urt:  whifh  suh- 
committee  shall  have  authoiity  to  employ  a  cU>rk.  stenographer,  ami  serge.int-at-arius(, 
and  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  the  general  cummiltee  toadminister  oaths  and  send  Ibr 
]KM-s(ms  anfl  |u|K'rs,  and  may  make  sucii  investigation eitlier  in  Wa>liington  or  in  the  State 
of  I^HiiMian;i:  and  .s:iid  committi'e  or  its  Hulwomniitteo  may  nit  in  v:u'ation." 

Ku  I  DAY,  .V«y  'J,  lh70. 

The  Senate  proceede<l  to  consider  the  roMolntiim  yi-wtenhiy  n*ixirl«l  hy  Mr.  SsiulHhuty, 
fn>m  th«'  (*ommitt4M>  on  Privile«x«'s  and  Elections,  instruct in'4  H;iid  ctimmittt'e  ti>  in<|iiire 
into  the  matters  allege<l  in  the  |»etiti<in  of  Henry  M.  S|M>tronl,  rvUitiug  to  thi)  right  of 
Hon.  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  a  s«*at  in  the  Senate:  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  H«ur  to  amend  the  n^wilution  by  striking  out  all  ofsai«I  resoliitioD 
and  ins4>rtiiig  in  lieu  thenttf  the  following: 

"  Whereas  on  the  'JTith  day  of  (><'to)MT,  H77,  the  Senate  unanimously  mlnptcd  the  fol- 
lowing resolnti<m: 

*'  'A'l  siilrt'l.  That  the  Conimitte*'  on  Privileg(*s  and  Elections  on  the  omtestod  ea^vn  of 
William  Pitt  Kellog:;  and  Henry  M.  S|N>t)ord,  claiming  S4'.iis  :is  Si^mitors  fnmi  thi*  Statu 
of  liouisiana,  and  wh(»se  credentials  have  Inhmi  n*ferns|  to  snchirommittn',  W  auilH>rixiHl 
to  S4Mi<l  for  {MTsons  and  p-iiter-t.  :iiid  a  liiiini-ter  o:ith-<.  with  a  view  of  eriiblin.;  s.iitl  eiini- 
niitttM^  to  ileterniine  and  re|)ort  uiN>n  the  title,  resiiectively,  <in  the  merits  of  cu'h  cifMaid 
con t instants  to  a  m'at  in  the  'M'nate;  * 

"And  whepMs  on  the 'if it h  <lay  «if  November.  H77.  •«;iid  committee  re|ii»rt«Ml  the  fol- 
lowing n*solutions: 

"  'AVWfW.  That  William  Pitt  Kellikgisi'*,  niton  the  merits  of  the  cas4\  entithil  ton  Mat 
in  the  SiMUte  of  the  I'niti'tl  St  ites  irom  the  .Siate  of  L'iuisi.iri:i  lor  the  ti-rm  of  »it  ye.ir* 
rommencing  on  the  4th  d.iy  of  .March,  1*^77.  and  th.it  heU'  zwlmiitiil  then*to  upon  taking 
the  pro|)«*r  g:ith: 

•*  7»*'.WiW.  That  Henr>  .M.  SfwitTonl  is  not  entitle  I  toa*«*at  i;i  th"*^*.-nite  of  the  rnit«*<l 

States; * 

"And  on  the  3i)th  iliy  of  November,  H77.  the  Si-n4ile  aidupted  ^i\d  reholution,  .ind 
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thereafter  on  the  same  day  said  Kellogg  was  daly  admitted  to  take  the  oath  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  Senator  from  said  State  for  said  term: 

'  'Bcsolvcdy  That  said  proceedings  are  final  and  conclnsive  upon  the  right  of  said  Kel- 
lo;;^  and  the  claim  of  said  Spofiford  to  said  seat  for  said  term.'' 

Pending  debate, 

The  President  pro  tempore  announced  that  the  morning  honr  had  expired,  and  called 
up  the  unfinished  business  of  the  Senate  at  its  adjournment  yesterday. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1022-1024  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ix,  part  1.  ] 

Tuesday,  May  6, 1879. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  from 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  May  1, 1879,  instructing  said  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  matters  alleged  in  the  petition  of  Henry  M.  Spofford,  relating  to  the 
right  of  Hon.  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and, 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar, 

Pending  debate, 

The  Presiding  Officer  announced  that  the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  1071-1087  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ix,  part  1.] 

Wednesday,  May  7,  1879. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  from 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  May  1,  1879,  instructing  said  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  matters  alleged  in  the  petition  of  Henry  M.  Spofiford,  relating  to  the 
right  of  Hon.  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  and, 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar, 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  after  the  word 
'' petition,"  in  line  6,  the  following:  *'So  far  only  as  relates  to  any  charge  in  said  peti- 
tion of  personal  misconduct  on  the^art  of  said  Kellogg  which  may  render  him  liable  to 
expulsion  or  censure,"  it  was  determined  in  the  n^ative — yeas  20,  nays  27. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Bell,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bumside, 
Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Conkling,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Hoar,  Ingalls, 
Logan,  McMillan,  Morrill,  Piatt,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Teller,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Beck,  Call,  Coke,  Davis  of  West 
Virginia,  Garland,  Hampton,  Harris,  Hill  of  G-eorgia,  Houston,  Jonas,  Jones  of  Florida, 
Kernan,  Lamar,  McDonald,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Saulsbury, 
Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Voorhees,  Walker,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the 
following: 

'  '^Providedy  That  the  inquiry  hereby  authorized  shall  be  confined  to  the  matters  alleged 
in  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Spofford  to  be  new  and  different  from  those  covered  by  the  pre- 
vious inquiry," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  27. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in*  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Bell,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bumside, 
Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Conkling,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Hoar,  Ingalls, 
Logan,  McMillan,  Morrill,  Piatt,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Teller,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Beck,  Call,  Coke,  Davis  of  West 
Virginia,  Garland,  Hampton,  Harris,  Hill  of  Georgia,  Houston,  Jonas,  Jones  of  Florida, 
Kernan,  Lamar,  McDonald,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Saulsbury, 
Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Voorhees,  Walker,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hoar, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  to  further  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "that,"  in  line  1,  the  following:  "recognizing  the  validity  and  finaUty  of  the 
previous  action  of  the  Senate  in  the  premises, "  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  20,  nays  27.  ^  , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Bell,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bumside, 
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Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Conkling,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hill  of  Colorado,   Hoar,  Ingalb, 
Logan,  McMillan,  Morrill,  Piatt,  Rollins,  Sannders,  Teller,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs,  Bailey,  Beck,  Call,  C6ke,  Davis  of  West 
Virginia,  Garland,  Hampton,  Harris,  Hill  of  Georgia,  Houston,  Jonas,  Jones  of  Florida, 
Kernan,  Lamar,  McDonald,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Randolph,  Ransom,  SaulslraiT, 
Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Voorhees,  Walker,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling  to  further  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  at  the  eod 
thereof  the  following: 

^^ Provided f  That  such  questions  in  said  case  as  were  fully  considered  and  adjudged  in 
the  former  investigation  shall  not  be  opened  under  this  resolution," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  20,  nays  27. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiith  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs:  Allison,  Bell,  Booth,  Bmce,  Bumside, 
Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Conkling,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Hoar,  IngalLi, 
Logan,  McMillan,  Morrill,  Piatt,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Teller,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Beck,  Call,  Cockrell,  Coke,  Davis 
of  West  Virginia,  Garland,  Hampton,  Harris,  Hill  of  Georgia,  Houston,  Jonas,  Jones  of 
Florida,  Kernan,  Lamar,  McDotiald,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Randolph,  Ransom, 
Saulsbury,  Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Voorhees,  Walker,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Logan  to  further  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 
the  following: 

^'Providcdj  That  said  committee  be  further  empowered  and  directed  to  ma^  inquiry 
and  take  testimony  upon  the  matter  as  to  whether  any  unlawful  or  corrupt  means  were 
employed  to  disorganize  the  body  by  which  William  Pitt  Kellogg  claims  to  have  been 
elected  to  the  Senate,  or  to  organize  that  by  which  the  memorialist  claims  to  have  been 
elected  or  to  secure  the  alleged  election  of  the  memorialist," 

During  the  debate, 

Mr.  Morgan,  while  addressing  the  Senate  on  the  proposed  amendment,  having  used  the 
following  language: 

*'  Has  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Kellogg)  any  objection  to  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  investigating  the  question  whether  or  not  he  bribed  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  that  elected  him  ?" 

Mr.  Edmunds  raised  a  question  of  order,  that  it  was  not  in  order,  where  another  Sen- 
ator is  personally  concerned  and  a  resolution  isofiered  affecting  hischaracter,  to  propound 
such  a  question. 

The  President  pro  tempore  decided  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  the  lao^jcuage  used 
by  the  Senator  from  Alabama  contained  no  imputation  upon  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
and  was  in  order. 

After  fprther  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Logan,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Logan,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one>fifkh  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Bell,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bumside, 
Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Dawes,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Logan, 
McMillan,  Morrill,  Piatt,  Rollins,  Saunders,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Beck,  Call,*  Coke,  Davis  of  We^^t 
Virginia,  Garland,  Groome,  Hampton,  Harris,  Hill  of  Georgia,  Houston,  Jonas,  Jones 
of  Florida,  Kernan,  Lamar,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Saulsburv, 
Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Voorhees,  Walker,  Williams,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar,  viz: 
Strike  out  all  of  said  resolution,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert-  the  following: 

"Whereas  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1877,  the  Senate  unanimoasly  adopted  the 
following  resolution: 

*•  'Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  contested  cases  of 
William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  Henry  M.  SpofTonl,  claiming  seats  as  Senators  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  whose  credentials  have  been  referred  to  such  committee,  be  authorize;! 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  administer  oaths,  with  a  view  of  enabling  said  com- 
mittee to  determine  and  report  upon  the  title,  respectively,  on  the  merits,  of  each  of  said 
contestants  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate; ' 

''.\nd  whereas  on  the  2()th  day  of  November,  1877,  said  committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

'* ' Ursolvedy  That  William  Pitt  Kellogg  is,  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  entitled  to  a 
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seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of  six 
years  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be  admitted  thereto  upon 
taking  the  proper  oath ; 

"  ''Resolved^  That  Henry  M.  Spofford  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States;' 

"And  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1877,  the  Senate  adopted  said  resolutions;  and 
thereafter,  on  the  same  day,  said  Kellogg  was  duly  admitted  to  take  the  oath,  and  took 
his  seat  as  a  Senator  from  said  State  for  said  term:  Therefore, 

*  ^Bcsolved,  That  said  proceedings  are  final  and  conclusive  upon  the  right  of  said  Kel- 
logg and  the  claim  of  said  Spofibrd  to  such  seat  for  said  term,'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  17,  nays  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Bell,  Bruce,  Cameron  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Dawes,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Logan,  McMillan,  Mor- 
rill, Piatt,  Rollins,  Saunders,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Call,  Coke,  Davis  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Garland,  Groome,  Hampton,  Harris,  Hill  of  Georgia,  Houston,  Jonas,  Jones  of 
Florida,  Keman,  Lamar,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Saulsbury, 
Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Voorhees,  Walker,  and  Williams. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  26,  nays  17. 

On  motion  by  Air.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Call,  Coke,  Davis  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Garland,  Groome,  Hampton,  Harris,  Hill  of  Georgia,   Houston,  Jonas,  Jones  of 
Florida,  Kernan,  Lamar,  Maxey,  Morgan,  Pendleton,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Saulsbury, 
Slater,  Vance,  Vest,  Voorhees,  Walker,  and  Williams. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Bell,  Bruce,  Cameron  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Dawes,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hill  of  Colorado,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Logan,  McMillan,  Mor- 
rill, Piatt,  Rollins,  Saunders,  and  Windom. 

So  the  resolution  as  amended  was  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  which  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Henry  M.  Spofibrd,  praying  permission  to  produce  evidence  relating  to  the 
right  of  Hon.  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  held  by  him  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  in'support  of  the  claim  of  said  petitioner  thereto,  be,  and  said  commit- 
tee is  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  matters  alleged  in  said  petition;  and  for  that 
purpose  said  committee  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  ad- 
minister oaths,  and  do  all  such  other  acts  as  are  necessary  and  proper  for  a  full  and  fair 
investigation  in  the  premises.  Said  committee  may,  in  its  discretion,  appoint  a  sub- 
committee of  its  own  members  to  make  such  investigation  in  whole  or  in  part;  which 
subcommittee  shall  have  authority  to  employ  a  clerk,  stenographer,  and  sergeant-at- 
arms,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  the  general  committee  to  administer  oaths  and 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  may  make  such  investigation  either  in  Washington  or 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  said  committee  or  its  subcommittee  may  sit  in  vacation ; 
and  said  committee  are  further  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  whether  bribery  or  other 
corrupt  or  unlawful  means  were  resorted  to  to  secure  the  sJleged  election  of  the  memo- 
rialist. ' ' 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  109&-1123  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ix,  part  1.  ] 

Satueday,  June  21,  1879. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con^nt,  and  agreed  to: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  or  a  subcommittee  of  the 
same,  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  the  investigation  in  the  Spofford-Eellogg  contest.'* 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congress.] 

Monday,  February  9,  1880. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  resolution*  of  the  legislature  of  Louisiana 
relative  to  the  election  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from 
that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  ordered 
to  l)e  printed. 

*  Found  in  Senate  Mificellaneous,  4dih  Con{j:.,2d  sess.,  vol.1.  No.  37. 
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Thubsday,  FAruary  12,  18S0. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  memorial  of  Kepablican  members  of 
the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  relative  to  the  election  of  William  Pitt  Kellcigg  to  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  from  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[A  copy  of  the  memorial  is  found  on  x>ages  833-835  of  the  Concessional  Record,  toL 
X,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  February  17,  1860. 

Mr.  Jonas  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Union  Soldiers'  Association  of  New  Orleans, 
La.,  relative  to  the  election  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  State, 
praying  that  his  right  to  a  seat  therein  be  declared  null  and  void;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Monday,  March  22.  1880. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was 
refeired  the  memorial  of  Henry  M.  Spoftbrd,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  repodi  (No.  338)  thereon,  ac- 
companied by  the  following  resolutions  for  consideration;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed: 

'•1.  Resolved,  That,  according  to  the  evidence  now  known  to  the  Senate,  William  P. 
Kellogg  was  not  chosen  l)y  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  for  the 
term  beginning  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1877,  and  is  not  entitled  to  sit  in  the  same. 

"2.  Besolred,  That  Henry  M.  Spoftbrd  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  of  Ix>ni8iana  to 
the  seat  in  the  Senate  for  the  term  beginning  on  the  4th  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be 
admitted  to  the  same  on  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law.'* 

Mr.  Hoar  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the  Committt'e 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  foregoing  subject;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
to  accompany  the  report  No.  388. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  that  the  testimony  taken  by  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  in  the  investigation  of  the  claim  of  Henry  M.  Spofford  to  a  s<iat 
in  the  Senate  be  printed, ' 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  afllrmative. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  17*58-1768  of"  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  2.] 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE.* 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Saulsbury  (chairman).  Hill  of  Georgia,  K  eman 
Bailey,  Pryor,  Vance,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Hoar,  and  Logan.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
March  22,  1880.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Henry  M.  Spoftbrd,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana  now  occupied  by  William  I*.  Kellogg,  ask  leave  to  submit  the  following  re^ 
port: 

On  the  7th  day  of  November,  1876,  an  ele(;tion  was  held  in  the  State  of  I^uisiana  for 
a  governor  and  members  of  the  legislature.     In  March,  1877,  WMlliam  P.  Kellogg  pre- 
sented credentials  signed  by  Stephen  15.  Packard,  claiming  to  l)e  governor,  and  certi- 
fying that  said  Kellogg  had  been  duly  elected  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  for  the  term 
beginning  on  the  4th  of  RJarch,  1877,  by  the  legislature  chosen  at  said  election.     In  Oc- 
tober, 1877,  Henry  M.  Spoftbrd  presented  credentials,  signed  by  Francis  T.   Nicholls, 
claiming  to  be  governor,  and. certifying  that  said  Spoftbrd  had  been  duly  elect e<l  to  the 
same  so^t  by  the  legislature  chosen  at  said  election.     These  several  credentials  wore  re- 
ferred by  the  Senate  to  the  Committee  on*Privileges  and  Elections.     On  the  2Cth  of  No- 
vember, 1877,  a  majority  of  the  committee  reportwl  that  the  committee  had  investigated 
the  issue,  and  that  Kellogg,  on  the  merits,  was  entitled  to  the  seat.     A  minority  of  the 
committee  reported  that  the  committee  had  not  fully  investigated  the  issue,  but  had  rr- 
fused  to  do  so,  and  asked  that  the  credentials  of  hoth  contestants  he  recommitted,  with 
instructfohs  to  complete  the  investigation.     The  iSeu.  t:;  rnlused  to  recommit,  adopted 
the  minority  report,  and  Kellogg  was  admit  ted  ti)  tho  sivit  on  the  2.Sth  of  November, 
1877. 

*  Taken  from  Senate  Reports  4Gth  Con;;.,  Zd  b(  yr>..  vol.  1.  No.  ohs.    'J'hc  accompanying  testimony  im 
here  omitted. 
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Oil  the  21st  day  of  March,  1879,  Henry  M.  Spofford  presented  his  memorial  to  the 
Seuate,  complaining  that  he  was  denied  the  privilege  of  producing  important  testimony 
on  the  lormer  hearing,  alleging  that  much  evidence  of  bribery  and  corruption  by  said 
Kellogg  in  procuring  his  pretended  election  had  been  since  discovered,  and  asking  that 
the  case  "be  re-examined,  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  done." 

This  memorial  was  referred  to  this  committee,  and  the  Senate,  subsequently  to  that 
reference,  ordered  and  authorized  the  committee  to  take  testimony  by  the  whole  com- 
mittee or  l)y  subcommittee,  with  full  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  do 
all  things  necessary  and  usual  in  such  cases. 

The  committee  have  faithfully  executed  this  order  of  the  Senate. 

The  memorialist  and  the  silting  member  appeared  before  the  conimittee  in  person  and 
by  counsel.  On  the  r)th  of  June,  1879,  the  full  committee  commenced  ttie  examination 
of  witnesses  in  this  city.  The  examination  was  continued  in  November  and  December 
by  a  subcommittee  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  was  again  resumed  by  the  full  com- 
mittee in  this  city,  and  was  continued  until  both  parties  announced  they  had  no  further 
testimony  to  oU'er.  Nearly  one  hundred  and  lifiy  witnesses  have  been  examined,  and 
over  1,200  printed  pages  of  testimony  have  been  taken  and  are  herewith  reported  to  the 
{Senate,  with  the  conclusions  of  law-and  fact  at  which  the  committee  have  arrived. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  evidence,  now  for  the  first  time  fully  taken, 
clearly  and  abundantly  establishes  the  following  facts: 

I.  That  said  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  then  holding  the  office  of  governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  pending  the  canvass  in  said  election  of  167G,  did  conspire  with  divere , 
persons,  and  in  aid  of  such  conspiracy  did  fraudulently  use  the  iulluence  and  power  of 
his  ofiice  of  governor,  to  prevent  a  fair,  free,  and  legal  election  in  said  State,  to  the  end 
that  he  might  procure  from  the  commissioners  of  election  the  return  of  a  legislature  a 
majority  of  whose  members  should  be  of  the  Republican  party  and  presumed  to  be 
favorable  to  his  election  to  the  Senate. 

II.  That,  having  failed  in  this,  the  said  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  still  holding  the  office 
of  governor,  did  conspire  with  divers  persons,  and  in  aid  of  such  conspiracy  did  fraud- 
ulently use  the  influence  and  power  of  his  office  of  governor,  to  change  the  result  as  re- 
turned by  the  commissioners  of  election,  to  the  end  that  he  might  procure,  through  false 
certificates  of  election,  the  organization  of  a  pretended  legislature  a  majority  of  whose 
members  should  be  of  the  Republican  party,  and  supposed  to  be  favorable  to  his  elec- 
tion to  the  Senate. 

III.  That  said  William  Pitt  Kellogg  did  conspire  with  divers  others  to  prevent,  andby 
force,  through  the  metropolitan  police,  aided  by  the  Army  of  the  United  Statcjs,  did  pre- 
vent the  lawfully  elected  members  of  the  legislature,  and  especially  those  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  from  assembling  in  the  halls  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in 
the  State-houseof  the  said  State  of  Louisiana;  and  did,  by  threats,  by  the  use  of  money ,  by 
the  promise  of  offices,  and  by  other  corrupt  practices,  compel  and  induce  to  assemble  in 
said  halls,  respectively,  a  mob  of  his  co-conspirators,  against  the  will  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana,  many  of  whom  had  not  been  elected,  and  some  of  whom  had  been  neither 
elected  nor  certified,  to  the  end  that  he  might  procure  a  pretended  legislature  for  the  in- 
auguration of  Stephen  B.  Packard  as  governor,  who,  he  well  knew,  had  not  been  elected, 
and  from  which  mob  he  might  procure  the  form  of  his  own  election  to  the  Senate,  and 
which  pretended  election  he  knew  such  pretended  governor  would  certify. 

IV.  That  «aid  William  Pitt  Kellogg  having  thus  corruptly  procured  the  assembling 
of  a  body  of  persons  pretending  to  be  a  legislature,  in  which  were  included  persons  not 
elected,  and  from  which  had  been  forcibly  excluded  persons  who  had  been  elected  and 
certified  as  members,  did,  by  bribery,  by  the  use  of  money  and  the  promise  of  offices, 
and  by  other  corrupt  practices,  induce  said  body  of  persons  to  go  through  the  form  of 
choosing  him  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

V.  That  said  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  well  knowing  that  the  factsnow  proven  to  exist  did 
exist,did  falsely  represent  that  no  such  facts  existed  or  could  be  pnoven, seeking  thereby  to 
induce  a  majority  of  the  committee,  without  taking  the  evidence  which  has  now  been 
taken,  to  make  a  report  declaring  his  title  to  the  seat,  and  with  intent  to  induce  a  major- 
ity of  the  Senate  to  admit  him  to  the  seat  so  fraudulently  claimed. 

VI.  That,  to  prevent  the  discovery  of  the  briberies,  frauds,  and  corruptions  now  proven 
to  exist,  the  said  William  Pitt  Kellogg  did  procure  a  large  number  of  the  persons  com- 
posing said  pretended  legislature  to  be  appointed  to  public  offices  of  profit  in  the  custom- 
house at  New  Orleans  and  elsewhere,  as  inducement  not  to  disclose  the  truth.  That, 
after  other  pereons,  officers  and  members  of  said  pretended  legisliiture  had  freely  and 
voluntarily  admitted,  under  oath,  their  knowledge  of  said  briberies  and  corruptions, 
and  had  been  summoned  to  appear  as  witnesses  belbre  your  committee,  and  were  under 
the  protection  of  the  Senate,  said  William  Pitt  Kellogg  did,  by  bribery  and  corrupt  prac- 
tices, induce  such  witnesses  to  testily  falsely  that  they  had  not  made  such  admissions, 
or  that,  if  they  had  made  them,  they  were  not  true. 
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The  committee  realize  the  severity  of  these  conclusions,  but  they  are  more  than  j uni- 
fied by  the  evidence.  In  view  of  their  severe  character,  however,  the  committee  a:-.' 
unwilling  to  confine  this  report  to  a  simple  annoancement  of  their  fiDclintis,  hut  will 
incorporate  in  the  report  itself  a  portion  of  the  abundant  evidence  which  establishes  their 
correctness. 

As  illustrative  of  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  first  conclusion  before  stated,  your 
committee  will  here  refer  to  the  following  Cauda: 

1.  In  1876  F.  J.  Stokeswasparish  judge  of  Grant  Parish,  appointed  by  Kellogg.  One 
"Ward  was  the  supervisor  of  registration  for  said  parish,  also  appointed  by  Kellogg.  lie- 
fore  the  registration  was  completed  Ward  hid  his  books,  and  came  to  New  Orle;ms  and 
represented  to  I^ellogg  that  he  **  was  bulldozed  and  driven  from  tlie  parish. "  Kelloj:^ 
asked  Stokes  how  the  parish  was.  Stokes  replied  that  *' whenever  the  peopled  ibo 
parish  was  voting  the  Democrats  carried  the  parish.  *  *  Kellogg  said,  *  *  If  the  people  thero 
don*t  want  an  election,  we  will  throw  the  parish  out." 

Stokes  testified  most  positively  that  the  bulldozing  pretext  was  false,  and  tliat  the 
whole  thing  was  fixed  up  to  throw  the  parish  out  because  it  was  Democratic.  He  says 
' '  there  was  no  bulldozing  there  at  all.  * ' 

In  answer  to  the  direct  question,  **  Was  there  any  real  danger  to  him  (Ward )  in  .stay- 
ing there  (in  the  parish)? '  *  Stokeij  said,  * '  Not  a  solitary  particle.  There  was  no  daiijir 
to  any  man  in  the  parish  if  he  staid  there  and  behaved  himself.  They  treateil  him 
(Ward)  very  quietly  and  nicely  as  long  as  he  staid  in  the  hill  country,  aud*they  paid  his 
bills  up  there  in  the  hill  cotmtry."  The  hill  country  was  the  strong  Democratic  |)ortioij 
of  the  parish. 

Evidently  to  make  a  case  of  apparent  fairness  for  the  sitting  member,  Jewett  testified 
that  **  Kellogg  handed  him  a  letter  directing  Ward  to  return  to  the  parish. »'  This  let- 
ter he  gave  to  Ward  **  about  the  1st  of  November."  In  reply  to  this  Judirc  Stokes  tes- 
tified that  *  *  he  (Ward)  never  started  back.  It  was  no  calculation  to  have  him  start.  In 
the  first  place,  to  have  started  on  the  1st  of  November,  he  could  not  have  gotten  there. 
He  told  Kellogg  at  the  time  that  the  only  way  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River  was  to  take  a 
stage. '^  "  He  (Ward)  actually  did  not  go  back.'*  One  fact  puts  the  truth  of  thi<  evi- 
dence of  Stokes  beyond  possible  doubt.  Ward  was  allowed  to  remain  in  New  Orleans 
until  alter  the  time  for  completing  the  registration  under  the  law  had  expired,  and  then 
the  pretended  order  to  return  was  given  him. 

Thus  defrauded,  the  people  of  the  parish  held  an  election  without  registration,  and  the 
Democrats  carried  the  parish,  but  it  **was  thrown  out.*' 

2.  By  the  election  laws  of  Louisiana  the  registration  of  voters  was  required  to  be  com- 
pleted nine  days  bel'ore  the  election.  The  law  also  required  that  when  the  registration 
was  closed  the  books  of  registration  from  the  several  parishes  should  be  sent  to  the  chief 
registrar's  office  in  New  Orleans. 

In  this  election  of  187(5,  the  books  of  registration,  at  least  of  the  several  wards  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  were  sent  to  the  custom-house  instead  of  to  the  office  of  the  chief 
registrar.  Peter  Williams  was  the  chief  clerk  and  acting  registrar  of  voters  in  187(>. 
Without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  an  order  by  telegraph  was  sent  out  to  the  super- 
visors of  registration  in  his  name,  ordering  the  books  to  be  sent  to  the  custom-house.  To 
this  order  the  name  of  Williams  was  forged  by  Blanchard,  Kellogg's  clerk.  Williams 
adds: 

"In  the  morning,  when  I  came  to  the  office  I  expected  to  find  the  l)ooks  there,  but  I 
did  not,  and  I  went  down  then  to  the  custom-house  and  found  the  books  there,  and  found 
them  erasing  names  from  them. 

Question.  Who  were  erasing  the  names? — Answer.  The  supervisors  and  their  clerks. 
Q.  That  was  at  the  custom-house ? — A.  At  the  custom-house,  sir." 

There  is  no  denial  by  any  one  of  this  bold  and  shameless  fraud  and  forgery.  It  is 
shown  by  various  witnesses  that  the  "supervisors  and  their  clerks"  were  erasing  nam€^ 
from  these  registration  books  during  the  night,  and  that  a  large  number  was  erased,  chiefly 
of  Demoorats.  One  of  the  Republican  candidates  for  the  legislature  from  the  seventh 
ward  of  New  Orleans  ( Moore)  himself  struck  off  *  *  a  large  number  of  registered  Democrat  ic 
voters." 

As  illustrative  of  the  evidence  which  shows  the  correctness  of  the  second  conclusion 
announced  above,  the  following  facts  are  cited: 

1.  Henry  Houser  was  a  member  of  the  metropolitan  police  force,  and  was  stationed  as 
the  night  watch  at  Governor  Kellojrg's  house  A  few  days  after  the  election  he  saw 
Blanchard,  Jewett,  Anderson,  and  Packard  frequently  at  Kellogg's  hou.se  at  night  They 
often  entered  from  the  rear  way.  Witness  frequently  saw  Blanchard  and  Jewett  writ- 
ing in  one  of  the  rooms  upstairs.  They  would  come  about  7  or  8  o'clock,  and  remaiu 
from  11  to  12.  They  had  papers  which  looke<l  like  election  papers.  He  heard  Kellogj? 
concede  that  the  election  for  the  house  of  representatives  had  gone  Democratic,  and  Blan- 
chard told  witness  they  were  working  on  the  election  returns,  and  his  understanding 
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from  them  was  that  they  were  seeking,  by  throwing  out  parishes  and  working  on  the  le- 
turns  to  change  the  result,  and  make  it  Kepublican.  They  were  thus  engaged  until  alter 
Packard's  inauguration.  This  witness  is  strongly  corroborated  in  several  particulars, 
not  only  by  conceded  facts,  but  also  by  the  witnesses  called  to  rebut  his  testimony . 

2.  There  can  now  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  scheme  to  reverse  the  verdict  of  the 
ballot-box  was  hatc^hed  at  these  clandestine  night  meetings  at  Kellogg'sown  house,  and 
the  plan  for  carrying  out  the  scheme  under  the  false  pretexts  of  violence  and  intimida- 
tion was  here  begun  by  those  conspirators,  of  whom  Kellogg  was  the  chief.  The  frauds 
resorted  to  to  change  the  result  of  the  election  in  the  seventh  ward  of  New  Orleans  arc 
now  for  the  first  time  fully  disclosed.  This  result,  changing  3  votes  from  the  Demo- 
crats to  the  Kepublicans  in  the  house,  must  be  added  to  the  many  heretofore  know  u  and 
admitted. 

"The  returns  from  the  parishes  showed  that  Nicholls,  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
governor,  had  a  majority  over  Packard,  the  Kepublican  candidate  for  the  same  ollit  e,  of 
8,010  votes.  By  the  exercise  of  the  unlawful  powers  alread3^  pointed  out,  and  by  the 
frauds  now  proven,  this  majority  was  changed  to  a  mtyorityin  iavorof  Packard  oi'li,4'2G 
votes. 

''The  evidence  shows,  and  it  is  admitted  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  that  Perkins,  Democrat,  had 
a  majority  for  senator  in  the  twelfth  senatorial  district;  he  beat  Weber,  Kepublican, 
largely,  but  the  returning  board  gave  the  latter  a  certificate  of  election.  Meredith, 
Democrat,  had  a  majority  over  Hamlet,  Kepublican,  for  the  senate  for  the  eighteenth 
senatorial  district;  the  returning  board  gave  Hamlet  the  certificate.  Sandiford,  Denjo- 
crat,  beat  Blunt,  Kepublican,  for  the  senate  in  the  twenty-second  senatorial  district;  the 
returning  board  gave  Blunt  the  certificate. 

"  In  Ouachita  Parish  Breard  and  Taylor,  Democrats,  beat  Barrington  and  Brewster, 
Kepublicans,  for  the  house  of  representatives,  as  the  parish  returns  show;  but  tlie  return- 
ing board  gave  the  Kepublicans  certificates  of  election.  In  East  Baton  Kouge  Parish 
Dupr6,  Williams,  and  Young,  Democrats,  beat  Bird,  Holt,  and  Lane,  Kepublicans,  lor 
the  house  of  representatives;  the  returning  board  gave  the  certificates  of  election  to  the 
Kepublicans.  In  La  Fayettie  Parish  Marshall  T.  Martin,  Democrat,  beat  Fernest  Mar- 
tin, Kepublican  (these  were  brothers),  for  the  house  of  representatives;  the  Kepublicun 
recjeived  the  certificate  of  election. 

*'ln  West  Feliciana  Parish  McGee  and  Ryland,  Democrats,  beat  Swazie  and  Early, 
Republicans,  for  the  house  of  representatives.  The  Republicans,  however,  received  cer- 
tificates of  election.  In  Morehouse  Parish  Washburn  and  Hammond,  Democrats,  beat 
Sheltou  and  Blair,  Republicans,  for  the  house  of  representatives,  but  the  certificates  uf 
election  were  given  to  the  Kepublicans.  In  De  Soto  Parish  Pitts  and  Means,  Democrats, 
beat  lA)ngand  Johnson,  Republicans;  the  latter  received  certificates  of  election.  The  re- 
turning board  refused  to  count  any  returns  from  the  parishes  of  Grant  and  East  Feliciana; 
the  returns  were  thrown  out  absolutely.  The  parish  returns  show  that  Lyons  and  Porter, 
Democrats,  were  elected  from  East  Feliciana,  and  Randolph,  Democrat,  was  elected  from 
Gniut  Parish. 

*'The  parish  returns  show  that  the.  Democrats  were  elected  in  each  instance  above 
mentioned,  and  Mr.  Kellogg  admits  that  they  received  majorities."  (See  his  statement 
made  to  the  committee  on  13th  of  November,  1877.) 

Of  the  eighty-three  persons  who  were  said  to  be  in  the  joint  convention  which  elected 
Kellogg,  nineteen  are  positively  shown  not  to  have  been  elected,  but  were  fraudulently 
given  certificates.  Seventy- nine  were  necessary  to  make  a  quorum.  The  **  work  on  the 
election  returns"  at  Kellogg's  house  was  evidently  effective,  and  bore  fruit  through  the 
returning  board,  one  and  sometimes  two  of  whose  members  attended  these  clandestine 
night  meetings. 

Mr.  Steven,  a  member  of  the  Nicholls  senate,  was  seized  and  held  by  force,  and  was 
counted  as  present  against  his  protest,  to  enable  this  Packard  senate  to  go  through  the 
farce  of  a  contest,  and  to  seat  two  outsiders  named  Baker  and  Kelso,  who  were  not  elected 
by  the  people. 

The  evidence  in  support  of  the  third  conclusion  is  furnished  by  the  witnesses  of  both 
contestants.  It  is  easy  to  understand  that  such  a  body  of  men  so  Iraudulently  assembled 
could  not  be  kept  together  by  a  sense  of  duty  or  other  legitimate  means.  Accordingly 
tlu'  State-house,  which  they  seized,  and  in  which  they  were  gathered,  was  barricaded  and 
surrounded  with  troops,  and  the  members  were  kept  in  their  halls  day  and  night.  Orders 
were  given  by  the  pretended  officers  of  the  legislature,  and  especially  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, to  keep  meml>ers  present  by  I'orce.  Some  who  were  absent  in  spite  of  these  precau- 
tions were  fraudulently  personated  as  present,  and  others  were  allowed  to  record  their 
votes  the  next  day.  But  many  of  the  members  were  impecunious.  "They  needed 
money  to  meet  their  necessities,  they  had  to  live,  and  wanted  to  be  helped  from  time  to 
time  as  their  money  gave  out."  Louis  J.  Souer,  who  figures  prominently  in  all  these 
frauds  in  behalf  of  Kellogg,  and  who  was  a  member  of  the  lower  house,  advanced  ' '  out 
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of  hisown  money  "  aboat$3,000,  mnch  of  which  he  admits  was  never  retnxiied.  Jolm  A. 
Walsh  and  other  accommodating  witnesses  and  friends  of  Kellogfi;  also  advanced  moDej. 
These  advances  were  called  loans,  made  on  warrants  or  vouchers.  It  is  inipossihK-  !•> 
mistake  the  meaning  of  such  testimony.  What  Souer  calls  loans  are  spokcm  of  by  otbtr 
witnesses  very  differently,  who  say  these  advances  were  bribes,  but  they  were  to  be  edIo«l 
loans  if  any  question  should  arise  about  their  character.  The  testiiuoDy  given  by  the 
witnesses  introduced  by  Kellogg  himself  is  overwhelmingly  convincing  that  force,  fraud, 
and  bribery  were  all  needed  to  keep  this  motley  crowd  of  conspirators  against  the  people 
of  Louisiana  in  their  barricaded  den  of  iniquity. 

In  support  of  the  fourth  conclusion  the  evidence  is  equally  convincing,  for  after  all  the<e 
frauds  to  cheat  the  voters,  to  change  the  returns,  and  to  force  an  assemblage,  Eellog^: 
was  in  danger  of  losing  the  prize.  Warmoth  testifies:  ^^  There  was  a  bitter  li^t  for  the 
Senatorship,  not  so  much  on  my  part,  although  I  was  spoken  of,  but  between  Kellogg  and 
Pinchback. ' '  The  witness  himself  *  *  was  a  dark  horse, ' '  thinking,  may  be,  neither  could 
be  elected,  and  the  honors  would  &11  on  him.  *  *  My  eyes, ' '  he  adds, '  *  were  not  altogether 
blind  to  that  contingency. ' '  Even  after  Kellogg  was  nominated  he  thought  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  him  to  get  all  the  votes  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  the  seat. 

Thus,  both  to  secure  the  nomination  and  the  election,  the  field  for  bribery  and  other 
corrupt  practices  was  enlarged.  Kellogg  now  added  threats  also.  He  declared  if  he 
was  not  elected  he  would  disband  the  concern  and  turn  them  all  over  to  the  Nicholls 
government. 

Quite  a  number  of  vritnesses  have  testified  dircK^ly  and  positively  that  they  saw  Kellogg 
pay  money  to  different  members  to  vote  for  him  for  Senator. 

A  large  number  are  shown  to  have  admitted  that  they  received  money  for  voting  for 
Kellogg,  and  many  of  these  admissions  were  made  under  oaths  and  taken  voluntarily 
and  without  inducement. 

The  evidence  establishing  direct  bribery  with  money  of  a  laiige  number  of  the  membeis 
is  simply  crushing.  If  a  tithe  of  this  evidence  is  credible  there  can  be  no  escape  from 
the*  conclusion  that  Kellogg  secured  his  election  by  direct  and  unblushing  bribery.  Of- 
fices under  the  Federal  administration  were  also  promised  to  secure  the  same* result 
and  how  &ithfully  these  promises  were  fulfilled  is  unmistakably  disclosed  in  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  evidence  referred  to  in  support  of  the  four  first  conclusions  befbre  announced 
can  leave  no  doubt  in  any  rational  mind  of  the  correctness  of  the  fifth  conclusion  as  to 
the  reasons  which  urged  the  sitting  member  so  earnestly  to  oppose  a  full  investigation 
on  the  former  hearing  of  this  case.  If  snch  investigation  had  been  made,  as  it  was  once 
ordered  by  the  Senate  and  resolved  by  the  committee,  and  the  evidence  now  before  us 
had  been  taken,  it  would  be  doing  violence  to  all  possible  respect  for  the  United  States 
Senate  to  suppose  the  sitting  member  could  have  been  declared  entitled  **on  the  mer- 
its ^'  to  take  a  seat  in  this  body.  It  was  indispensably  necessary  to  conceal  the  facts  to 
discover  any  merit  in  his  title. 

In  support  of  the  sixth  conclusion  the  evidence  is,  if  possible,  still  more  convincing. 

On  the  5th  day  of  May  last  the  Senate  directed  this  committee  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  by  the  memorialist.  It  is  significant  that  this  order  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate  only  after  the  most  earnest  and  persistent  opposition  from  the  sitting  member 
himself. 

The  passage  of  this  order  by  the  Senate  to  take  testimony  dates  the  begiiming  of  efforts 
by  the  sitting  member  and  his  assistants  to  suppress  evidence,  which  yonr  committee 
believe  were  never  exceeded  in  energy  and  varied  devices. 

The  following  special  dispatches  from  Washington  City  appeared  in  the  Times  news- 
paper of  New  Orleans  on  the  13th  and  16th  days  of  May,  respectively: 

Washington,  Map  12, 18T9, 
In  view  of  the  interest  the  leading  Kepublicans  and  the  Administration  take  in  the 
result  of  the  contest  for  Kellogg's  seat,  it  is  certain  that  any  Eepnblican  who  can  be  shown 
to  have  worked  against  him  at  home  will  stand  aslim  chance  of  any  recognition  from  Haves 
or  the  next  administration  if  it  be  Republican.  Kellogg  is  playing  his  hand  for  all  it  is 
worth,  and  don't  intend  to  have  any  fire  in  the  rear  if  he  can  help  it. 

W.  H.  K. 


Washington,  Map  15,  1879. 

Everything  is  not  lovely  in  Republican  circles  in  Louisiana;  in  fact,  quite  the  reverse. 
There  are  said  to  be  some  people  in  the  party  who  are  not  helping  the  Hon.  William  Pitt 
Kellopg  as  they  ought,  and  one  of  them  holds  a  high  position  in  the  custom-house. 

Tlic  party  and  the  President  are  both  rallying  to  the  assistance  of  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Kel- 
logg with  some  solidity,  and  the  Republican  in  Louisiana  who  refuses  to  actively  aid  in 
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this  contest  may  make  up  his  miDd  to  go  to  the  rear  if  Kellogg  wins  or  the  next  admin- 
istration is  Kepublican. 

The  Hon.  John  Sherman  and  Attorney-General  Devcns  have  signified  their  willingness 
to  aid  Kellogg  in  this  contest  all  they  can,  and  some  of  the  custom- house  rolls  are  very 
likely  to  be  revised  pretty  soon. 

W.  H.  R. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  ixs  to  the  intent  of  this  notice,  and  the  evidence  discloses  with 
Btrikiug  (ilearness  the  etlect.  It  should  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  the  frands 
which  were  to  be  investigated  could  only,  in  their  nature,  br  proven  l)y  those  who  were 
either  members  or  ofiicers  of  the  pretended  Packard  legivslature,  and  by  those  who  were 
permitted  to  have  free  access  to  it,  and  by  others  who  were  in  Kellogg'sconiidence  at  the 
time.the  frauds  were  committed.  All  others  were  excluded  by  bayonets  from  this  l>ani- 
caded  mock  legislature,  thus  conspiring  to  delraud  the  people  its  members  pretended  to 
represent.  They  were  plainly  notified  of  the  consequences  which  they  must  expect,  both 
from  this  Administration  and  the  next,  who  would  dare  reveal  what  they  knew  of  these 
frauds,  or  who  failed  actively  to  prevent  such  revelation. 

The  rewards  were  as  unstinted  as  the  threats  were  positive.  The  examination  by  this 
committee  began  the  5th  of  June.  During  this  month  of  June  there  were  thirty-nine  of 
the  members  of  this  Packard  mob  of  Kellogg  conspirators  holding  Federal  offices,  nearly 
all  in  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans,  which  constituted  about  one-half  the  number 
claimed  to  be  present  at  the  time  of  Kellogg's  election.  Thirty  nine  so  employed  appear 
by  the  testimony  before  your  committee.  Other  stjitenients  have  been  made  to  the  pulv 
lic  increasing  the  number  of  said  Pi'ckard  legislators  so  employed  to  tifty-six.  The 
object  of  these  appointments  is  not  left  by  the  evidence  to  conjecture.  The  evidence  is 
direct,  positive,  unimpeached.  and  undisputed  that  the  object  was  to  prevent  revelations 
against  Kellogg. 

H.  T.  Brown  testified  that  Morris  Marks  (revenue  collector,  and  who  was  one  of  Kel- 
logg's most  active  supporters)  said  to  witness  in  June  or  July,  *'  I  cannot  take  care  of  any 
of  my  friends  now  while  this  light  is  going  on  about  Kellogg.  I  have  to  appoint  a  set  of 
G — d  d — d  curs  and  hounds  to  keep  them  from  squealing  on  Kellogg. ' '  Morris  Marks 
was  present  during  the  investigation  by  the  subcommittee  in  New  Orleans;  was  actively 
at  work  for  Kellogg;  was  himself  a  witness  in  behalf  of  Kellogg;  and  did  not  deny  this 
statement  of  Mr.  Brown. 

Similar  statements  and  allusions  frequently  occur  in  the  evidence,  and  they  are  over- 
whelmingly corroborated  by  many  facts.  Witnesses  were  appointed  to  offices  immedi- 
ately before  they  were  to  testily,  and  were  also  appointed  promptly  after  they  had  testified 
satisfactorily  to  Kellogg.  Witnesses  who  were  clearly  convicted  of  perjury  and  false 
swearing  before  this  committee  were  appointed  to  places,  plainly  as  rewards  Ibrsmth  per- 
jury and  false  swearing.  Witnef^ses  who  were  proven  to  have  made  admissions  that  they 
knew  Kellogg  was  not  elected,  or  that  his  election  was  corrupt,  and  threatened  to  reveal 
what  they  knew  if  they  were  not  given  offices,  promptly  received  the  offices  and  as 
promptly  testified  that  Kellogg  was  elected,  and  by  the  fairest  means  possible! 

The  instances  of  this  use  of  the  public  offices  to  hush  witnesses,  to  procure  witnesses, 
and  to  reward  witnesses  are  as  numerous  as  they  are  disgraceful.  Your  committee  do 
not  believe  such  shameful  civil  service  degradation  can  be  found  in  the  annals  of  any 
civilized  people.  It  is  pregnant  evidence  of  all  the  charges  of  fraud  and  corruption  against 
the  sitting  member.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  such  means  were  employed  to  maintain 
a  title  which  was  good  "on  the  merits."  It  amnot  bo  doubted  that  such  means  were 
employed  only  to  maintain  a  title  which  was  secured  by  fraud,  and  which  could  only  be 
retained  by  perjury.  Your  committee  are  not  authorized  to  stiy  and  will  not  say  that 
the  President  and  certain  of  his  Cabinet  were  willing  parties  to  this  corrupt  use  of  the 
public  offices;  but  they  feel  constrained  to  say  that  if  they  had  been  willing  parties  they 
could  not  have  been  more  accommodating  and  compliant  to  the  sitting  mendjer. 

The  evidence  clearly  reveals  another  very  striking  and  unusual  method  of  using  the 
public  offices.  Those  who  held  the  offi<-es  were  not  only  themselves  faithful  to  their 
chief  and  his  title  "on  the  merits"  in  their  own  testimony,  but  they  were  active  and 
vigilant  to  make  others  so.  They  ceased  not  to  travel  and  labor  in  l>ehalf  of  the  sitting 
member  to  the  utter  neglect  of  their  public  duties,  and  without  any  cessation  of  their 
pay  from  the  public  treasury. 

Several  members  and  officers  of  the  body  which  pretended  to  elect  Kellogg  admitted, 
as  the  evidence  shows,  voluntiirily,  that  there  was  no  quorum  present,  that  absent  mem- 
bers were  falsely  personated,  that  the  roll  as  made  up  was  false,  and  that  Kellogg  had 
used  bribery  and  corrupt  means  to  secure  hLs  election.  The  memorialist,  knowing  the 
character  of  all  these  people  who  were  parties  to  this  enormous  fraud,  resorted  to  the 
natural  precaution  to  have  their  statements  reduced  to  writing  and  sworn  to  before  vent- 
uring to  summon  them  as  witnesses.  That  such  affidavits  had  been  made,  and  that  a 
number  of  those  who  made  them  had  l)een  or  would  be  summoned  to  Washington  as 
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witnesses  in  l)elialf  of  the  memorialist,  became  known  to  the  sitting  member's  vi«ri!a::i 
sentinels  in  the  custom-hoase.  One  employ6  of  the  enstom-honse  came  on  to  ^Va^hiD;: 
ton  in  advance  of  the  ^vitnesses,  among  other  things  "to  arrange  with  Kellogg ''  for  ix: 
tain  of  the  witnesses.  A  notorious  detective  also  came  on  in  advance  and  regLsterel  t:. 
this  city  nnder  an  assumed  name.  This  detective  testified  that  he  was  sent  by  anotliLVi 
in  the  custom-house  to  watch  the  counsel  of  the  memorkilist  and  to  aid  Kellogg.  Yuui 
committee  do  not  rely  on  the  character  of  this  witness  to  establish  his  credit.  Hi<  v.:j 
service  for  Kellogg  was  discrediting.  Like  most  of  the  witnesses  in  this  case,  he  i>  «'dIv 
entitled  to  credit  as  his  statements  are  corroborated,  and  many  of  his  statements  are  m^r^i 
strikingly  corroborated,  and  much  that  he  said  is  shown  by  other))  to  l>e  true.  The  cflii-*  r 
in  the  custom-house  who  is  charged  to  have  eraploye<l  this  detective  was  known  to  be 
very  influential  with  the  witnesses.  He  took  the  same  train  with  the  witnesses  ou  thti: 
departure  from  New  Orleans  for  this  city.  He  traveled  with  them  tlie  entire  di<t:imi ; 
ho  exhorted  the  witnesses  on  the  way  to  stand  by  their  party ;  he  telegraphed  notice  in 
Kellogg  of  the  time  they  would  arrive  in  Washington,  and  he  remained  with  them,  atr 
with  them,  and  slept  with  them  until  the  examination  here  closed.  It  is  shown,  i<k>. 
that  from  the  time  this  investigation  was  onlered  by  the  Senate  until  its  close  in  thisei:.v 
an  active  telegraphic  correspondence  was  going  on  between  the  sitting  iuenil>er  and  hU 
assistants  here  and  the  collector  of  customs  himself  in  New  Orleans.  'ITic  telegry  ms  ar  • 
in  cipher,  and  are  herewith  reported  to  the  Senate.  They  most  clearly  relate  to  the  wit- 
nesses, and  are  pro^nant*with  all  the  indicia  of  fraud,  collusion,  and  corruption. 

The  witnesses  arrivefl  in  Washington  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  4th  of  June,  ami 
their  examination  by  tliis  committee  was  to  commence  the  next  m«>rning.     Wliate\er 
arrangements,  therefore,  were  necessary  to  be  made  with  or  ratified  by  the  sitting  mem- 
ber to  induce  them  to  deny  the  affidavits  they  had  made  in  New  Orleans  luul  to  be  com- 
pleted during  that  night  and  before  the  meeting  of  this  committee  the  ensuing  momiDj:. 
Accordingly  the  employe's  of  the  custom-house  and  the  detective  who  came  in  advaiiei' 
from  New  Orleans  and  several  others  already  in  Washington  in  the  Government's  em[ilo> 
and  Kellogg's  service  met  the  witnesses  at  the  depot  on  theirarrival.    The  detective  >wi^rs 
that  five  of  the  witnesses  were  conducted  by  him,  under  pn^vious  arrangement,  to  Kel- 
logg's  office  after  midnight.     He  says  the  witnesses  were  alraid  of  prosecution  if  ibe\ 
denied  their  sworn  statements  made  in  New  Orleans,  and  that  to  relieve  this  fear  stmn 
law  was  read  to  them  to  the  efl'ect  that  they  could  not  be  indicte<l  for  such  denial.     Beiui; 
satisfied  on  this  point,  the  witnesses  were  willing  to  contract,  and  the  detective  says  diii 
receive  and  iiccept  from  Kellogg  money  and  promises  of  offices  during  bis  Senatorial 
term,  and  in  consideration  thereof  did  pledge  themselves  to  disappoint  the  memorialist, 
who  had  called  them  as  witnesses  on  the  faith  of  their  sworn  statements,  and  to  testify 
in  all  respects  in  favor  of  the  sitting  member.     Thomas  Murray  did  not  attend  this 
night  (X)nclave.     He  only  of  the  witnesses  was  faithful  to  his  statement  made  in  New 
Orleans.     He  refused  to  accept  the  bribes  offered  him  to  do  so.     He  and  the  detective 
l)oth  testi^ed  that  such  bribes  were  repeatedly  urged  upon  him  in  increasing  amounts, 
liefusing  persistently  to  accept  all  oflers  to  testify  laJsely,  he  was  then  ofiered  uumey  not 
to  testify  at  all.     He  was  urged  to  disobey  the  summons  of  this  committee  and  escape 
into  Canada,  where  he  was  to  be  well  maintained  until  the  investigation  wjis  closed,  and 
he  should  re<rcive  a  telegram  in  the  words,  *'The  Union  forever,**  by  which  he  wa**  to 
understand  he  could  safely  return.     All  these  offers  he  refused,  and  did  appear  and 
testify,  under  the  frowns  of  his  comrades,  to  the  truth  of  his  previous  .statements. 

Another  witness,  Milton  Jones,  accepted  the  bribe  but  hesitate<l  to  commit  the  per- 
jury.    In  his  stre'js  he  begged  the  counsel  of  the  memorialist  not  to  re<]uire  him  to 
testify,  bd-ause  ho  would  be  compelled  to  swear  falsely  under  the  influence  of  **big 
money."     IJecause  of  this  earnest  appeal  he  was  not  sworn  by  the  memorialist.     This 
witness  was  asked  by  Kellogg,  through  his  faithful  detective,  to  return  the  money,  the 
price  of  the  perjury  he  had  thus  avoided  committing,  but  he  refusetl  to  return  it.  '  Sub- 
sequently he  was  called  by  the  sitting  member  before  the  sul)Committec  in  New  Orleans 
and  made  to  execute  his  criminal  bargain.     Other  devices  were  employed  by  the.siitmg 
member  to  suppress  truth  and  establish  falsohoo<l.     Those  who  refused  to  swear  fal.<^^Iy 
were  assailed  as  untrue  to  their  party  and  social  ostracism  itself  was  vi.sited  upon  tlieni. 
Sehemes  wert^  contrive<l  to  entrap  them  into  inconsistent  admis.sions.     Witnesses  who 
admitted  they  thought  it  legitimate  to  make  and  to  swear  to  false  statements  were  calleil 
to  impeach  the  credi])ility  of  those  who  rela«*ed  to  imitate  their  example.     DetiH.'lives 
were  actively  engaged  under  friendly  professions  in  efforts  to  involve  the  mcmoiialist  in 
like  brilK'ries  and  frauds  with  thos(^  so  abundantly  proven  upon  the  sitting  member,  all 
of  which  your  committee  cheerfully  report  not  only  failed  but  recoileil  heavily  cm  the 
sitting  member.     Witnesses  were  diligently  trained  to  l)elieve  that  the  i^ectiou  of  Kel- 
logg from  the  Senate  would  be  the  defeat  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  nation  and  in 
Louisiana;  that  such  defeat  would  render  it  impossible  for  any  Kepublicnn  to  live  in  the 
State,  and  that  perjury  was  a  virtue  when  committed  for  the  success  of  the  Republicav 
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party.     AH  these  facta  and  very  many  urorc  of  like  kind  will  be  found  iu  the  testimony 
herewith  reported  to  the  Senate. 

That  each  is  the  testimony  was  not  denied  before  yonr  committee  either  by  the  sitting 
member  or  his  able  coonsel.  Indeed,  it  could  not  be  denied  without  denying  the  plain 
language  of  very  many  witnesses.  But  it  was  earnestly  insisted  before  your  committee 
by  both  the  sitting  member  and  his  counsel  that  this  testimony  would  not  justify  tho 
conclusion  that  the  .sitting  member  was  not  entitled  to  the  scat  in  the  Senate  for  two 
reasons,  and  first  because  they  alleged  the  witnesses  ought  not  to  be  believed. 

Two  grounds  are  urged  for  disbelieving  the  witnesses:  (1)  because  they  were  contra- 
dicted, and  (2)  because  they  were  impeached  as  not  entitled  to  credit  on  account  of  bad 
character. 

The  contradictions  were  almost  exclusively  by  witnesses  who  were  parties  to  the 
crimes  proven.  To  illustrate:  If  a  witness  testified  positively  that  he  saw  money  paid 
to  a  member  for  his  vote,  the  implicated  member  was  called  to  contradict  this  by  testi- 
fying he  did  not  receive  money  for  his  vole.  Under  this  rule  few  criminals  would  be 
found  guilty.  It  frequently  happened,  too,  that  the  implicated  member  had  previously 
and  frequently  admitted,  and  olten  under  oath,  that  he  did  receive  money  lor  his  vote. 
So  he  contradicted  himself  as  well  as  the  witnesses.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence, 
too,  that  these  contradicting  witnesses  had  often  been  provided  with offi'cs  or  other  con- 
sideration after  they  made  the  admissions  they  were  called  to  contradict,  and  othcin 
were  promptly  appointed  to  offices  in  the  ever-accommodating  cu^om-house  after  they 
had  faithfully  made  the  contradictions. 

Your  committee  attach  little  if  any  weight  to  such  contradictions.  In  our  view  they 
are  olten  strongly  confirmatory  of  the  witnesses-in-chief 

Besides  many  of  the  material  frauds  proven  are  not  disputed  at  all,  and  some  are  cvoii 
admitted,  because  they  were  of  a  character  which  did  not  admit  of  contradiction.  This 
is  especially  true  of  the  frauds  resorted  to  to  prevent  a  fair  election  by  the  people;  to 
change  the  result  as  returned  by  the  commissioners  of  election,  and  the  force  and  frauds 
employeil  to  assemble  and  keep  together  the  pretended  Packard  legislature. 

Let  us  then  proceed  to  consider  the  allegation  that  the  testimony  should  not  be  be- 
lieved because  the  witnesses  were  impeached  on  account  of  general  bad  character. 

Some  few  of  the  witnesses  were  not  so  impeached  at  all,  and  why  they  were  not  im- 
peached your  committee  do  not  understand,  since  the  impeaching  resources  of  the  sitting 
member  seemed  to  be  exhaustless.  As  it  is,  however,  the  testimony  which  is  unim- 
peachcd  and  uncontradicted  is  ample  not  only  to  justify  but  to  require  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  herewith  submitted.  But  your  committee  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  rest 
their  conclusions  solely  on  this  unimpeached  and  uncontradicted  evidence. 

We  admit  that  a  great  number  of  the  vntnesses  called  on  both  sides  were  of  very  bad 
character,  not  only  for  truth,  but  for  every  other  virtue,  and  if  their  credibility  depended 
solely  upon  character  they  ought  not  to  be  believed.  But  the  rules  of  law  furnish  safe 
guides  in  weighing  this  evidence. 

The  accomplice  of  a  criminal  is  necessarily  of  bad  character,  for  he  is  a  criminal  him- 
self If  he  is  not  to  be  believed  because  he  is  an  accomplice,  and  therelbre  of  bad  char- 
acter, then  an  accomplice  in  no  case  ought  to  be  allowed  to  testify.  But  in  spite  of  bad 
character  they  are  often  the  only  accessible  witnesses,  and  their  evidence  is  often  most 
satisfactory.  Were  it  otherwise,  those  criminals  would  often  be  safest  whose  crimes  were 
greatest. 

In  the  case  before  us  nearly  all  the  witnesses  examined  were  the  accomplices  of  Kel- 
logg in  the  crimes  and  frauds  which  resulted  in  his  pretended  election  to  the  Senate. 
They  were  all  conspirators  against  the  people  of  Louisiana.  The  very  fact  that  they 
were  associates  and  accomplices  in  thisconspiracy  furnished  the  most  conclusive  proof  of 
bad  character.  No  other  proof  was  needed  to  establish  such  bad  character.  The  con- 
spirators were  surrounded  with  troops  by  order  of  their  chief,  Kellogg  himself,  by  his 
power  as  governor,  and  the  Army  was  employed  to  protect  them  day  and  night  from  in- 
trusion by  people  worthy  of  credit  by  reason  of  good  character.  Being  faithless  in  their 
very  assembling  to  all  good  people,  the  chief  chance  of  redress  for  good  people  wa«  in  the 
natural  hope  they  would  become  faithless  to  each  other,  and  reveal  the  frauds,  briberies, 
and  corruptions  which  cemented  them  for  evil.  Their  revelations  appear  in  the  evi- 
dence, and  your  committee  do  not  doubt  would  far  more  abundantly  appear  if  the  Fed- 
eral Administration  would  withdraw  the  patronage  which  has  purchased  the  silence  and 
perjury  of  so  many  of  the  gang. 

All  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  corroboration  required  by  the  rules  of  evidence  to 
accompany  the  testimony  of  accomplices  abundantly  and  most  remarkably  sustain  the 
witnesses  who  testified  to  the  frauds,  briberies,  and  corrupt  practices  upon  which  we 
have  based  our  conclusions,  and  the  impeaching  witnesses  are  themselves  most  strikingly 
discredited  by  such  facts  and  circumstances.  Indeed,  your  committee  do  not  hesitate  to 
affirm  that  much  of  the  evidence  must  be  believed,  because  the  corroborations  which 
accompany  and  surround  it  make  it  impossible  that  it  can  be  falsQ. 
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The  sitting  member  insisted  upon  condncting  mach  of  the  examination  in  his  o^j 
behalf,  and  this  privilege  was  accorded  him.  In  the  style  of  his  questions  and  the  c<>d- 
duct  of  his  cause  he  often  exhibited  most  striking  corroboration  of  the  witnesses  who  ver? 
testifying  of  his  guilt.  The  corroborations  brought  out  by  himself  not  only  occonvd  Ji 
his  cross-examinations  of  the  witnesses  called  by  the  memorialist,  but  also  in  his  eiani- 
inations  of  witnesses  called  by  himself  to  impeach  or  contradict  the  witnesses  of  ik 
memorialist. 

Your  committee  are  unable  to  see  how  an  impartial  legal  mind  can  read  the  evideih'r 
taken  and  doubt  the  guilt  of  the  sitting  member  upon  every  chaise  which  baslveen  luaui 
against  him,  uotwithsUmding  so  many  of  the  witnesses  must  be  admit teil  to  be  ilisrtp- 
utable. 

But  the  sitting  member,  through  his  very  able  counsel,  also  insisted,  with  great  ear- 
nestness and  skill  belbre  your  committee,  that  the  Senate  at  a  former  session  haviDg. 
** after  and  upon  evidence  going  to  the  merits  of  the  case,"  declared  that  Kellogg  wi 
**  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  entitled  to  the  seat,"  this  decision  is  linal  and  cont  lu>i\e. 
and  cannot  now  be  re-examined  and  reversed.  This  was  the  lirst  and  chief  iwsition  on 
which  the  title  of  the  sitting  member  w;is  made  to  rest.  Your  committee  ha\e  hilly 
considered  the  question  thus  presented,  and  cannot  doubt  the  cx)rrectn€»ss  of  the  comlu- 
sions  at  which  they  have  arrived. 

Stated  in  the  light  of  the  facts  now  known  and  herewith  reported  to  the  Senate.  thi> 
position  would  read  thus:  That  though  the  sitting  member  was  not,  in  lact,  chosen  bv 
the  legislature  of  Louisiana;  and  though  the  body  of  men  alleged  to  have  elected  him 
wa**  iissembled  through  fraud,  was  held  together  by  force,  and  was  controlled  hy  biilnnr 
and  corruption,  and  all  this  was  accomplished  by  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  State  :inil 
people  of  Louisiana,  of  which  conspiracy  the  sittiug  member  was  himself  the  chief,  \et. 
the  Senate  having  decided  in  ignorance  and  by  the  suppression  of  these  facts  that  thr 
sitting  member  was  entitled  on  the  merits  to  the  seat,  the  Senate  is  coni]>elleil  to  allow 
him. to  retain  the  seat  alter  full  knowledge  that  every  fact  which  was  assumed  to  exist 
when  he  was  admitted  is  and  was  false  and  untrue.  The  reply  to  such  a  pa'^itiou  i.-*  .'*iifli- 
ciently  furnished  in  the  statement  of  the  position  itself.  But  your  committee  will  not 
rest  the  argument  here,  and  will  consider  it  in  the  light  of  precetlent  and  law.  Couostl 
for  the  sitting  member  says: 

"If,  therefore,  this  committee  and  the  Senate  shall  set  aside  this  judgment  on  the 
merits,  it  will  present  to  the  country  and  the  world  a  spectacle  not  seen  belbre  in  the 
century  of  our  national  existence  just  closed." 

We  might  justly  reply  to  this  that  this  uise,  in  the  facts  now  proven,  already  presents 
to  the  country  and  the  world  a  spectacle  not  before  seen  in  this  century  or  any  previotu 
centuiy  of  this  or  any  other  nation.  We  trust  such  a  spectacle  will  never  again  Ix.'  pre- 
sented, and  that  it  may  not  be  it  ought  to  be  now  condemned  by  all  men  and  cjspecially 
by  this  Senate.  If  it  shall  be  understood  that  seats  once  procured  in  this  IxKly  by  any 
means  however  false  and  Ihiudu lent  which  bad  men  may  employ  cannot  be  taken  away, 
this  Senate  may  soon  be  largely  composed  of  members  not  chosen  by  the  legislatures *oi' 
the  States.  Successful  frauds  will  displace  the  positive  requisition  of  the  Constitution 
in  the  elections  of  Senators.  A  case  without  precedent  cannot  be  decided  ]>y  precedent. 
Fraud  has  certainly  become  a  powerful  agent  in  our  politics,  but  we  are  not  willing  to 
admit  it  has  yet  become  the  supreme  law  above  review  and  beyond  remedy. 

But  while  no  case  like  this  was  ever  before  presented  for  decision,  yet  principles  have 
been  announced  in  other  ca.scs  which  will  furnish  some  guide  to  a  proper  determination 
of  this  question. 

In  the  case  of  Bright  and  Fitch,  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Congress,  the  rehearing  asked  was 
refused  because  "all  the  facts  and  (luestions  of  law  involved  were  as  fully  known  and 
presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  former  hearing  as  they  were  then  presented  in  the  me- 
morial of  the  lej^islatiirc  asking  a  rehearing."  It  was  held  that  in  such  a  vnse  the  judg- 
ment first  rendered  by  the  Senate  "was  linal,  and  precluded  further  inquiry  into  the 
subject." 

In  the  Butler  and  Cor])in  case,  in  the  Forty-fifth  Congress,  the  report  of  the  minority 
of  the  Committee  on  Frivilegcs  and  Flections  correctly  stated  that  no  allegation  was 
made  ''  that  testimony  was  before  excluded  which  ought  to  have  been  admitted,  or  that 
testimony  was  admitted  which  ought  to  have  l)een  excluded;  no  reifuest  by  cither  party 
to  produc-e  testimony  had  been  denied,  and  no  pretense  that  testimony  then  oflered  and 
excluded  can  now  be  produced.  The  jurisdiction  is  the  same;  the  parties  are  the  same; 
the  subject-matter  of  <'ontest  is  the  simie;  the  facta  are  the  same,  and  the  questions  of 
law  are  the  s;ime."  The  report  further  said:  *'If,  on  the  former  hearing,  Mr.  Corbiu 
had  been  denie*!  the*  ])rivil<^e  of  introducing  material  fjicts which  heofferi'd  to  prcnluce; 
if  he  presented  material  facts  now  which  were  then  unknown;  if  all  the  facts  and  ques- 
tions of  law  now  known  and  presented  were  not  then  as  fully  known  and  presented,  the 
undersigned  will  not  undertake  to  say  his  petition  for  a  rebeanng  ought  not,  in  jastice 
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and  right,  to  be  gravely  heard  and  considered  on  the  merits. "  The  Senate  adoped  these 
views,  though  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  a  large  and  intelligent  minority  of  the  Senate 
voted  to  unseat  Mr.  Butler  and  to  admit  Mr.  Corbin,  when  not  a  single  new  fact  or  ques- 
tion of  law  had  been  presented  or  offered. 

Your  committee  freely  admit  that  a  decision  rendered  on  the  merits  ought  not  to  be 
afterwards  reviewed  and  reversed  on  light  or  even  doubtful  grounds.  In  the  courts  the 
familiar  rule  is  that  new. evidence  to  authorize  a  reversal  *' ought  to  be  material  and 
such  as  would  probably  produce  a  different  result.'*  In  this  case  your  committee  are 
willing  to  apply  a  much  stronger  test,  though  there  is  no  reason  why  a  stronger  should 
be  required.  Let  us  adopt  and  apply  the  rule  so  strongly  and  forcibly  expounded  by  a 
distinguished  member  of  this  Senate  in  the  following  language: 

*'The  Senate  would  do  manifest  injustice  were  it  hastily  and  without  the  most  plain 
and  most  manifest  reason  to  reverse  a  decision  that  had  been  made  seating  a  Senator  on 
this  floor.  The  case  must  be  extremely  strong  that  would  justify  such  a  proceeding. 
All  that  I  am  free  to  admit,  but  to  say  that  the  technical  rule  of  res  adjudicata  that  ap- 
plies to  courts  of  justice  applies  in  this  chamber  on  a  question  of  this  kind  is  to  confound 
all  distinctions  and  to  disregard  all  the  laws  of  this  body."  (Congressional  Record  of 
May  7,  page  24. ) 

Let  us  now  apply  this  rigid  rule  to  the  present  case: 

1.  On  the  former  hearing  not  a  single  witness  was  examined.  Some  admissions  were 
made  by  the  parties,  and  some  reports  of  investigations  by  Congressional  committees 
not  on  the  issues  involved  in  this  contest  **were  agreed  to  be  considered  in  evidence  as 
far  as  they  were  pertinent."    This  was  done  only  to  narrow  the  field  of  investigation. 

On  this  hearing  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  witnesses  have  been  examined,  making 
over  1,200  printed  pages  of  testimony  of  the  most  material  and  controlling  character. 

2.  On  the  former  hearing  the  memorialist  begged  and  pleaded  for  the  privilege  of  hav- 
ing witnesses  called  and  examined  on  five  points  not  covered  by  the  admissions  and  re- 
ports above  referred  to,  and  by  which  witnesses  he  alleged  he  could  prove,  among  other 
things,  the  direct  personal  complicity  of  the  sitting  member  in  glaring  frauds  in  the  pre- 
tended legislature  which  elected  him.  All  these  appeals  were  refused  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  although  an  investigation  had  been  previously  ordered  by  the  Senate 
and  resolved  upon  by  the  committee,  and  the  investigation  was  suddenly  closed  against 
the  protest  of  the  memorialist  and  a  minority  of  the  committee. 

On  the  present  hearing  the  witnesses  have  been  examined,  and  the  complicity  of  the 
sitting  member  in  the  frauds  alleged  has  been  most  convincingly  establishcKl. 

3.  On  the  former  hearing  there  was  no  evidence  and  no  opportunity  to  produce  evi- 
dence showing  conspiracies,  briberies,  and  other  corruptions  by  the  sitting  member  to 
procure  a  fraudulent  legislature,  and  to  control  the  members  thereof  in  his  own  election 
to  the  Senate. 

On  the  present  hearing  such  conspiracies,  briberies,  and  corruptions  of  the  most  start- 
ling, unblushing,  and  unparalleled  character  have  been  positively  testified  to  by  numerous 
witnesses,  and  these  briberies  and  corruptions  have  been  shown  to  extend  to  the  witnesses 
in  the  case  in  the  very  face  of  the  Senate. 

Your  committee  could  multiply  the  features  of  contrast  between  the  former  and  the 
present  hearing  in  this  case,  but  we  forbear.  Under  the  most  technical  rule  of  res  adju- 
dicata there  is  not  a  court  in  civilized  Christendom  which  would  hesitate  to  review  and 
reverse  a  judgment  so  utterly  unauthorized  and  unjust;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  con- 
tended that  the  Senate  can  have  less  power  than  a  court  to  annul  such  a  decision. 

Conceding  then,  for  the  argument,  that  the  Senate  in  passing  upon  contests  for  seats 
in  this  body  acts  as  a  court,  and  that  the  technical  rule  of  rea  adjudicata  applies  to  de- 
cisions rendered  in  such  cases,  do  courts  not  re-examine,  review,  and  reversetheir  decisions  ? 
Are  not  appeals,  writs  of  error,  motions  for  new  trials,  and  bills  of  review  familiar  tons 
all  ?  The  Senate,  in  considering  such  cases  in  the  first  instance,  is  not  bound  by  the 
forms  of  proceedings  in  the  courts.  We  have  no  declarations,  no  complaints,  no  bills  in 
chancery,  nor  pleas,  demurrers,  answers,  and  joinders  of  issue  in  the  Senate.  If  the 
Senate  proceeds  to  original  judgment  without  the  pleading  known  to  the  courts,  may 
not  the  Senate  also  proceed  to  review,  re-examine,  and  reverse  such  judgments  when  good 
cause  is  shown,  without  resorting  to  the  processes  which  in  such  cases  are  known  to  the 
courts  ?  If  the  Senate  is  a  court,  then  if  the  facts  in  a  given  case  are  such  as  would  re- 
jjuire  the  vacation  of  a  judgment  if  rendered  by  a  court,  surely  the  Senate  would  also 
be  authorized  to  vacate  such  judgment.  The  exclusion  by  the  court  of  material  testi- 
mony on  the  first  hearing,  the  discovery  of  new  and  material  evidence  since  the  hearing, 
the  existence  of  frauds,  forgeries,  briberies,  xnd  perjuries  in  procuring  the  first  judgment 
are  all  well-known  grounds  on  either  one  of  which  courts,  by  some  of  the  methods  of 
proceetling,  will  review  and  reverse  such  jud^icnts.  All  these  grounds  arc  shown  by 
the  evidence  and  the  records  of  this  Senate  toexist  in  extraordinary  clearness,  force,  and 
repeated  abundance  in  the  case  we  are  now  considering.  Is  the  Senate,  by  being  likened 
to  a  court,  to  be  bound  b^  decisions  which  a  court  would  rigorously  vacate  and  annul? 
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Bnt  the  attempt  to  apply  to  the  Senate  the  technical  rule  of  res  adjudicata  as  it  obtjios 
in  the  courts  is  a  palpable  sophistry  and  not  an  argument.  In  the  corrnct  and  I'oniblv 
language  of  Senator  Thurman,  before  quoted,  *'it  confounds  all  distinctions  and  disn- 
gards  all  the  rules  of  this  body." 

In  cases  where  the  contestants  claim  to  represent  the  same  State  gOTcmraent,  and  tht* 
issue  between  them  is  one  of  informality  or  irregularity,  or  non-coiupliance  with  suitn- 
tory  provisions,  there  would  be  some  show  of  reason  for  the  application  of  tliis  dottrinr 
In  such  cases  there  ought  to  be  an  end  of  litigation  in  the  Senate  as  well  as  iu  thecocrts 
A  wise  policy  would  certainly  require  in  such  cases  the  principle  if  not  the  rule  oi"  r<< 
adjudicata.  It  is  to  such  cases  the  authorities  cited  by  the  eminent  coansel  for  the  sil- 
ting member  were  intended  to  apply. 

But  the  questions  involved  in  the  present  case  rise  immeasurably  above  such  Issues. 
They  are  not  questions  of  regularity,  but  of  authority.  They  are  not  questions  of  <li>- 
cretion,  but  of  duty.  They  exist  more  between  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  this  Senate 
than  between  the  contestants.  In  their  nature  these  questions  arc  not  merely  judicial, 
but  political  in  the  highest  sense. 

The  Constitution  says: 

"The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof.'^ 

Can  a  man  sit  as  a  member  of  this  Senate  who  was  not  chosen  by  the  legislature  of 
his  State?  But  suppose,  in  ignorance  of  thefact  that  he  was  not  so  chosen,  the  Senate  is 
induced  to  declare  him  entitled  to  the  .seat  **on  the  merits,"  alter  investigation:  does 
such  erroneous  decision  supplant  the  Constitution  and  give  him  a  title  after  the  mistake 
becomes  known  ? 

Let  us  suppose  an  impossible  case:  Suppose  a  majority  of  this  Senate  should  for  any 
purpose,  partisan  or  otherwise,  seat  a  man  in  this  body  who  they  knew  was  not  chost-n 
by  the  legislature  of  his  State,  would  any  future  Senate  be  compelled  to  continue  sui-h 
person  in  the  seat?  Would  not  such  continuance  be  as  criminal  as  the  original  admis- 
sion ?  Will  any  man  pretend  that  a  plain  constitutional  provision  can  be  superse<led  by 
a  mistaken  decision  of  this  Senate?  If  the  sitting  member  was  not  chosen  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Lotiisiana,  every  hour  he  sits  on  this  floor  after  that  fact  is  known  is'a  violation 
of  the  Constitution.  It  is  a  question  of  obedience  to  the  Constitution.  Can  any  person 
estop  tliis  Senate,  can  the  Senate  estop  itself,  from  obeying  the  Constitution?  Can  the 
Senate  estop  itself  from  inquiring  toiics  quoHes  whether  he  was  chosen  by  the  legislature? 
Can  it  be  so  estopped  by  its  own  erroneous  decision  on  a  formejr  hearing? 

In  cases  like  the  one  now  before  us,  your  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage employed  by  those  eminent  constitutional  lawyers,  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vermont,  and 
Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Illinois,  in  the  Fitch  and  Bright  case  in  1859.     They  said: 

''The  power  of  the  Senate  to  judge  of  the  election  and  qualification  of  its  own  mem- 
bers is  unlimited  and  abiding.  It  is  not  exhausted  in  any  particular  case  by  once  adju- 
dicating the  same,  as  the  power  of  re- ex  a  mi  nation  and  correction  of  error  and  mistake, 
incident  to  all  judicial  tribunals  and  proceedings,  remains  with  the  Senate  in  this  respect, 
tus  well  to  do  justice  to  itself  as  to  the  States  represented  or  to  the  persons  claiming  or 
holding  seats.  Such  an  abiding  power  must  exist  to  purge  the  Ixnly  from  intruders,  oth- 
erwise any  one  might  retain  his  seat  who  had  once  wrongly  procured  a  decision  of  the 
Senate  in  his  lavor  by  fraud  or  falsehood,  or  even  by  papers  forged  or  fabricated." 

In  the  light  of  the  evidence  now  before  the  Senate  the  sitting  member  was  admitted 
by  a  wrongly  procured  decision  of  the  Senate  in  his  favor  by  means  quite  as  criminal  as 
those  stated  in  the  last  paragraph  quoted,  since  the  means  employed  by  him  to  secure 
his  pretended  election  included  conspiracies,  briberies,  and  perjuries  often  rex>eated,  and 
the  knowledge  of  which  was  vigorously  suppressed  on  the  former  hearing.  He  was  not 
chosen  by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana.  He  was  chosen  by  a  body  of  men  who  conspired 
with  him  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  State,  and  who  excluded  by  force  the  members  elected 
by  the  people  in  order  that  the  conspirators  might  be  enabled  to  accomplish  their  work. 

The  primary  authority  to  determine  what  is  the  legislature  of  a  State  is  and  must  be 
the  State  herself  When  the  State  determines  that  question  for  herself  it  is  determined 
for  all  the  world.  In  ca.se  there  are  two  governments,  or  two  bodies  each  claiming  \o\w 
the  true  government  or  the  true  legislature  of  the  State,  and  the  State  has  not  deterniinetl 
the  controversy,  the  duty  may  devolve  upon  others,  and  iu  this  case  upon  this  Senate 
to  adjudge  that  question  pro  hac  vice. 

In  .January,  1877,  a  portion  of  the  members  elected  by  the  people  united  with  others 
not  elected  and  seized  the  State-house  by  co-operation  with  the  sitting  member,  who  was 
then  acting  as  governor,  were  barricaded  in  the  building,  which  was  sum  >unded  with  troops, 
and  refused  to  permit  other  elected  members  to  be  admitted  into  thebuilding.  The  Ixir- 
ricadi  (I  persons  called  themselves  the  legislature,  and  the  excluded  members  met  in  St. 
Patrick's  Hall  and  called  themselves  the  legislature.  This  was  the  condition  of  things 
when  the  sitting  member  presented  his  credentials  to  this  Senate  and  asked  to  be  ad* 


THE   LOtTlStANA-  CASES,   J8t3-80.  f)49 

mitted  to  his  seat  on  this  floor.  He  wi\s  not  admitted,  but  his  credentials  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  Belbre  the  committee  took  any  action 
whatever  the  issue  thus  raised  between  these  two  rival  bodies  was  settled  by  the  State. 
It  was  decided  that  the  body  which  assembled  and  organized  in  8t.  Patrick's  Hall  was 
the  true  legislature  of  the  State.  This  decision  was  accepted  by  all  the  people  of  Loui- 
siana and  by  all  the  departments  of  her  government,  by  the  President  and  House  of 
Representatives,  and  by.  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  finally 
by  all  the  persons  who  composed  the  body  which  seized  the  State-house.  The  latter,  which 
had  been  known  as  the  Packard  legislature,  disbanded,  leaving  not  a  resolution,  or  act, 
or  other  thing  which  has  ever  been  recognized  as  authoritative,  or  which  has  been  claimed 
to  be  valid,  save  only  the  pretended  election  of  the  sittiug  member  to  this  Senate;  and 
this  single  act  has  been  recognized  only  by  this  Senate.  The  Ibrmer  body,  which  had 
been  known  as  the  Nicholls  legislature,  performed  all  the  functions  of  a  legislature  from 
the  beginning,  passed  laws  which  are  obeyed  by  all  the  people  and  enforced  by  all  the 
courts.  All  the  persons  who  had  been  elected  lei  t  the  pretended  Packard  legislature  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  Nicholls  legislature,  and  those  who  had  not  been  elected  admitted 
they  were  not  elected,  without  even  a  contest,  and  went  home  or  into  the  custom-house 
or  some  other  Federal  oflice. 

The  regular  legislature  thus  organize<l,  composed  of  all  the  meml»ers  elected  by  the 
people,  chose  the  memorialist  to  the  seat  he  is  now  claiming.  The  election  was  free,  regu- 
lar, legal,  and  without  taint  of  corruption  of  any  kind,  and  his  credentials  are  in  due 
form.  Of  a  legislature  which  was  composed,  when  full,  senate  and  house,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  members,  the  memorialist  received  over  140  votes. 

Since  the  former  hearing  in  this  case,  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana  has  also  decided 
that  the  oflicers  of  the  Packard  government  had,  in  January,  1877,  no  official  stMus,  and 
that  no  acts  performed  by  them  at  that  time,  tjiough  purporting  to  be  performed  virltUe 
officii  J  could  have  the  force  and  effect  of  official  acts. — (State  rar  rel.  Lipo  vs.  Peck,  30  An- 
nual Reports,  280. ) 

And  in  addition  to  all  this,  the  evidence  now  taken  shows  that  the  Packard  legisla- 
ture, which  pretended  to  elect  the  sitting  member,  was,  in  fact  as  well  as  in  law,  not  a 
legislature,  but  was  a  body  of  men  assembled  by  fraud,  held  together  by  force  and  con- 
trolled by  bribery;  with  the  aid  and  in  the  interest  of  the  sitting  member. 

Thus,  the  facts,  the  law,  the  integrity  of  this  Senate,  and  the  voice  of  a  too  long  de- 
frauded State  of  this  Union  unite  in  demanding  the  passage  of  the  following  resolutions 
which  your  committee  now  submit  for  adoption  by  the  Senate,  to  wit: 

1.  Resolvedy  That  according  to  the  evidence  now  known  to  the  Senate,  William  Pitt 
Kellogg  was  not  chosen  by  the  legislature  of  Jjouisiana  to  the  seat  in  the  Senate  for  the 
term  beginning  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1877,  and  is  not  entitled  to  sit  in  the  same. 

2.  Resolvedy  That  Henry  M.  Spofford  was  chosen  by  the  legislature  of  Louisiana  to  the 
Beat  in  the  Senate  for  the  term  beginning  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be 
admitted  to  the  same  on  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Henry  M.  Spofiford,  claiming  the  seat  now  occupied  by 
"William  Pitt  Kellogg,  submit  the  following  as  their  views: 

On  the  30th  day  of  November,  1877,  the  Senate  passed  the  following  resolutions: 

^^  Resolved,  That  William  Pitt  Kellogg  is,  upon  the  merits  of  th^  case,  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of  six 
years  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March,  1877,  and  that  he  be  admitted  thereto  on  taking 
the  proper  oath. 

'''  Remlvedy  That  Henry  M.  Spofford  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

The  party  majority  in  the  Senate  has  changed  since  Mr.  Kellogg  took  the  oath  of  office 
in  pursuance  of  the  above  resolution.  Nothing  else  has  changed.  The  facts  which  the 
Senate  considered  and  determined  were  in  existence  then  as  now.  It  is  sought,  by  mere 
superiority  of  numbers,  for  the  first  time  to  thrust  a  Senator  from  the  seat  which  he 
holds  by  virtue  of  the  express  and  deliberate  final  judgment  of  the  Senate. 

The  act  which  is  demanded  of  this  party  majority  would  be,  in  our  judgment,  a  great 
public  crime.  It  will  be,  if  consummated,  one  of  the  great  politiad  crimes  in  American 
liistory,  to  he  classed  with  the  rebellion,  with  the  attempt  to  take  possession  by  fraud  of 
the  Stite  government  in  Maine,  and  with  the  overthrow^  of  State  governments  in  the 
South,  of  which  it  is  the  fitting  sequence.  Political  i>arties  have  too  often  been  led  by 
p;utis;\n  zeal  into  measures  which  a  sober  judgment  might  disapprove,  but  they  have  ever 
i-espected  the  constitution  of  the  Senate. 

The  men  whoso  professions  of  returning  loyalty  to  the  Constitution  have  been  trnsted 
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by  the  generous  confidence  of  the  American  people  are  now  to  give  evidence  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  vows.  The  people  will  thoroughly  understand  this  matter,  and  will  not 
be  likely  to  bt^  deceived  again. 

We  do  not  think  pro|)er  to  enter  hen*  uixm  a  discusnion  of  the  evidence  by  which  the 
claimant  of  Mr.  Kellogg*s  seat  seeks  to  establish  diarges  aflec^ing  the  integrity  of  that 
Senator.  Such  evideuite  can  l)c  found  in  abundance  in  the  slums  of  great  citiesi.  It  in 
not  tit  to  Ih'  trusted  in  cases  atlecting  thi*  sinalk'st  amount  of  pioperty,  much  lean  the 
lionor  of  an  eminent  citizen,  or  the  title  to  an  obji^-t  of  so  much  desire  as  a  seat  in  the 
Senate.  This  evidence  Is  not  only  unworthy  of  respect  or  credit,  but  it  is  in  many  in- 
sUmces  wholly  irreconcilable  with  uudisputeil  facts,  and  Mr.  Kellogg  lias  met  and  over- 
thrown it  at  every  point. 

GEORGE  F.  HOAH. 

ANGUS  CAMEKON. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 

Wedxf><DAY,  March  31,  lft8lK 

On  moti(m  by  Mr.  I^gan, 

OnlfTiii,  That  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Eiectiont  in  the 
investigation  of  the  allegiitions  s<>t  forth  in  the  memorial  of  Henry  M.  S|)otrord.  claiming 
to  be  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ix)uisiuna,  1>«*  nM'<mimitted  tos;ud  couiuiittci'  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revi>ing  an<l  correcting  .sai<l  evi<lenee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jjogan, 

Ordfnd,  That  the  report  of  the  «•  violence  already  printed  Ik*  withdrawn  from  further 
distribution. 

[The  delKite  is  found  on  pages  lJ»fs>-lJIHH  of  the  Congressiowd  Keconl,  vol.  x,  port  2.] 

TiirKsn.vY,  AprH  22.  1880. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sjiulsbury,  the  Senate  procpp<led  toeon>ider  the  n>solutions  reported 
by  Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  Mareli  'J*i.  ]SK(»,  from  the  Committee  (»n  Privih^ges  and  Kle^'tions, 
declaring  that  William  Titt  Kellogg  was  not  ehvted,  and  that  Henry  M.  Spoflurd  was 
elected,  a  Senator  of  the  I'nited  States  fn>m  the  State  of  I.<oui.*4iana  for  the  term  begin- 
ning March  4,  1877. 

FUIDAY,  April  23,  1880. 
The  Senate  refiume<l,  &c. 
[The  delKite  is  found  on  pagcM  287(»-2GK'{  of  the  Congressional  ICeii^nlf  vol.  x,  part  3.] 

Monday,  April  2tf,  1880. 
The  Senate  rcsume<1,  &c. 
[The  delNite  is  fonml  on  pages  27:).V-27.'>4  of  the  Congressional  Kecord,  vol.  x,  part  3.] 

Ti'EsnAY,  April  'Sn,  l&dO. 

Mr.  Hour  submitte<l  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  nnanimoiM 
consent,  and.agn'e<l  to: 

**  KfMtli'rtij  That  the  pnN*eedings*  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  in  th« 
contested-election  cas«'  of  Spotlbnl  rx.  Kellogg,  in  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
1877,  be  printe<l  for  the  use  of  the  S^'nate." 

Fbiday,  April  30,  1880. 
The  Senate  nwumed,  &c. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2iNK>-2911  of  the  Congressional  Record,  voL  z,  part  3.] 

Monday,  Jfsjr  3,  1880. 

The  Senate  resumed,  Slc 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2952-2960  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  3.] 

Tl'ESDAV,  Mag  4, 1880. 
The  Senate  resumed,  Ac. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2972-291^2  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  z,  part  3.] 

Fbiday,  Jfffjr  7,  1880. 

The  President  pro  trmpttre  annoiinccil  that  the  morning  hour  luul  expired,  and  called 
up  the  unfinishecl  business*  of  the  Situate  at  its  a<U(>iiriiment  yvNtonlay,  %'ix,  the  resola- 
lotions  report e<l  by  Mr.  Hill,  of  (Georgia,  fmm  the  (*oniniitt4'e  on  ]*rivi]eges  and  Elections, 
March  22,  I^HO.  det^laring  that  William  I*.  KelNigg  wiis  mit  electt'd,  ami  that  Heniy  M. 

•  Prinl«d  with  Keport  No.  38S,  f(«iint<*  IW|M>rtJS  inX  mem.  46Ui  Cuoa.,  vol.  4. 
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Spofford  was  elected,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the 
term  beginning  IVIarch  4,  1877;  and  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  reso- 
lutions. 

Ailer  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar  to  amend  the  resolutions  as  follows,  viz:  Strike  out  all  after 
the  word  ** resolved"  where  it  first  appears,  and  insert  the  following: 

**That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  the  matters  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections  at  the  present  session  respecting  the  right  to  the  seat  in  this  body 
now  held  by  William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  claime<l  by  Henry  M.  Spofford  are  not  sufficient 
to  justify  the  reopening  of  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  pronounced  in  its  resolution  adopted 
on  the  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1877,  that  said  Kellogg  was,  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case,  lawfully  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1877, 
and  that  said  Spofford  was  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, '  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling  (at  5  o'clock  and  10  minutes  p.  lu.),  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3108-3116  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Monday,  May  10,  1880. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar, 
After  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3161-3166  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Tuesday,  May  11,  1880. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar, 
Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness. 

[The  debate  is  found  on^  pages  3232-3240  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Wednesday,  May  12,  1880. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3270-3277  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Thuesday,  May  13,  1880. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3313-3322  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Friday,  3/ayl4,  1880. 
The  Senate  proceeded,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3362-33^  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Tuesday,  May  18,  1880. 
The  Senate  proceeded,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3456-3462  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Wednesday,  May  19,  1880. 
The  Senate  proceeded,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  I>age8  3511-3515  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Thursday,  May  20,  1880. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3551-3565  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  4.] 

Saturday,  June  6,  1880. 
The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 
[There  was  no  debate.] 
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Monday,  June  7,  1880. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c. 

The  question  1)eing  on  the  amendment  propoeed  by  Mr.  Hoar. 

[The  debate  is  Ibuhd  on  pages  4238-4244  of  the  Congressional  Kecord,  vol.  z,  part  5.] 

Tkiday,  June  11,  1880. 

The  Senate  re.samed,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoar, 
After  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  conMideration  of  the  resolutions  Ik*  postponed  to  to-moiTOW. 
On  motion  l>y  Mr.  Williams  to  postpone  the  present  and  all  prior  orden,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  2ft«,  nays  10. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4414-4431  of  the  Congressional  Kecord,  vol.  x,  pari  5.] 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congress.] 

CREDENTIAIii  OF  THOMAS  C.    MANNING. 

TlTESDAY,  De^rmber  7,  1880. 

Mr.  Jonas  prescntetl  the  cnMientials  of  Thomas  Courtland  Mannings  appointed  a  Sen- 
ator by  the  governor  of  I^ouisiana  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasionetl  by  the  death  of  Henry 
M.  SpoiTord,  who  elaimetl  to  l)e  elei*ted  Senator  from  that  State;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Electitms. 

CX>MPEN8ATI0N   TO  MB.  HPOFFOBD*8  BEPBS8EN  TAXI  VIS. 

Tl'EBnAT,  Fehruarjf  22,  1881. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  tbm 
following  resolution: 

'  'Rcwlvnl,  That  the  Secretar>'  of  the  S<>nate  l»e,  and  he  is  hereby,  antborixed  and  directed 
to  ]>ay  out  of  the  *  mi-Mivllancous  items  *  of  the  ctmtingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  to  the  le^^ 
represi>ntativi>s  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Ilenr)'  M.  Spoflbnl.  contestant  of  a  seat  in  the 
Situate  from  the  State  of  Ix)uisiana,  a  sum  e(|ual  to  the  eom])ensation,  withont  milea^e^ 
of  a  Senator  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  lHT7,  to  the  *JOth  day  of  August,  18HU,  incln- 


sive." 


The  S4'nate  proceed(*<l  by  unanimous  consent  to  consider  thes:ud  resolution  as  inC6m- 
mittet>  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  btring  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 
Ontrrvd,  That  it  1h»  engntssetl  and  reml  a  thinl  time. 
The  Hiiid  ri*soIntion  was  n^nd  the  third  times,  by  unanimous  consent. 
JirMdird,  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  191 1, 1!IP2  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  zi,  part  3.] 

[First  session  of  the  Forty -seventh  Congren.] 

BEIMOrRSEMENT  OF  MB.  KEIX0OO*B  KXPEKBO. 

Pbiday,  JTarrA  17, 1882. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  K1e(*tions,  reported  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  n-a<l  the  first  and  se<*ond  times,  by  unanimous  consent: 

"/fcno/rcc/,  That  there  lie  paid  out  of  the  <'ontingent  fund  of  the  Senate  thesam  of 
(9,5.'i0  to  William  Pitt  Kcllitgg.  a  S4*iuitor  from  the  State  of  I^nisiana,  in  reJmbone- 
ment  of  expenses  neetwsarily  incurred  by  him  in  defenni*  of  his  title  to  his  seat.** 

MoXDAT,  JToiT*  20, 1882. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar,  the  Senate  pmceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  reportnl  by  him  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  ElectioiM 
on  the  17th  instant,  to  pay  W.  P.  Kellogg  the  expc^nsni  ineurrad  by  him  in  delending 
his  title  to  a  seot  in  the  Senate;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  tiM 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  rend  the  thir<l  time. 

Hetoltedf  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 
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COMPENSATION  OF  MB.  MANNING. 

Wednesday,  July  19, 1882. 

Mr.  Vance,  from  the  Ck)minittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent: 

'' Resolved,,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to  Hon.  Thomas 
C.  Manning,  who  was  appointed  United  States  Senator  from  Louisiana  by  the  governor 
thereof  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  H.  M.  Spoffbrd,  the  sum  of  $1,000,  in 
full  compensation  of  all  expenses  incurred  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  -the  seat  to  which 
his  credentials  accredited  him.'* 

Monday,  August  7,  1882. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Vance  July  19, 1882,  to  pay  to  Thomas  C.  Manning, 
appointed  a  Senator  fix>m  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  H.  M.  Spofford,  the  sum  of  $1,000;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1873.  ] 

LEWIS  V.  BOGY, 

Senator  from  JUissouri  from  March  4,  1873,  till  his  deathj  September  20. 

1877. 

March  4, 1873,  Mr.  Bogy  took  his  seat,  having;  been  elected  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  tiuu 
date.  March  17,  the  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  memorial  of  members  of  the  lejn^Iuture. 
accompanied  )>y  a  report  of  a  select  committee  of  the  leg^islature  appointed  to  invejUifi:ate  eha't;*^ 
of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  Senatorial  election,  praying  for  an  investigation  by  the  Senate  of 
said  charges.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  aud  Kleotioiis.  Man.li 
25,  the  cumuiittce  reported  that  the  memorial  set  forth  that  the  investigation  by  the  committee  of 
the  legislature  was  imperfect,  and  that  if  it  had  been  full  and  fair,  evidence  'would  have  been  pn>- 
duced  showing  that  there  was  corruption  in  Mr.  Bogy's  election  ;  that  tlie  memorial  did  not  state 
the  character  of  the  new  evidence  that  could  be  produced,  and  that  the  Senate  would  not  be  justi- 
fied in  instituting  an  examination  ;  that  such  a  proceeding  was  of  a  grave  character  and  should  not 
be  set  on  foot  without  such  a  statement  of  the  evidence  that  could  probably  be.  produced  as  would 
appear  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  an  investigation.  The  committee  reported 
a  resolution  that  it  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial ;  which  wa«« 
agreed  to. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  the  Senate  Journal,  3d  sess.  42d  Cong,  (special  session,  March,  1873),  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  from  Senate  Reports,  3d  sess.  42d  Cong.  (No.  1,  special  session,  March,  1873). 

There  were  no  debates. 

Tuesday,  February  25,  1873. 

Mr.  Scbur^f  presented  the  credentials  of  Lewis  V.  Bogy,  elected  a  Senator  in  Congxcss 
by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1873;  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

FEroAY,  February  28,  1873. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri 
exonerating  Hon.  Lewis  V.  Bogy,  Senator-elect  from  that  State,  from  any  snspicion  of 
having  used  corrupt  means  to  secure  his  election  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Tuesday,  March  4,  1873. 
The  credentials  of  Lewis  V.  Bogy  having  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  Senate,  the 
oaths  prescribed  by  law  were  administered  to  him  by  the  Vice-President  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

Monday,  March  17,  1873. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  memorial  of  members  of  the  legislature 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  a  select  committee  of  said  legislature 
appointed  to  investigate  charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  recent  Senatorial  elec- 
tion in  that  State,  and  the  views  of  a  minority  of  the  committee  therewith,  praying  that 
certain  charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  against  Lewis  V.  Bogy,  recently  elected  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Missouri,  may  be  promptly  and  fully  investigated  by  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Tuesday,  March  25,  1873. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  that  an  in- 
vestigation be  made  by  the  Senate  of  certain  charges  of  bribery  and  corruption  against 
Lewis  V.  Bogy  in  his  recent  election  as  Senator  from  that  State,  submitted  a  report  (No. 
1)  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^^Fesolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  bedischaiged  from  the 
fVirlher  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  together  with  the  evidence  accompanying  the  same,  touching  the  allegations  * 
of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  election  of  Lewis  V.  Bogy  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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BKPOBT  OF  COMMITTBB. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Morton  (cbairman),  Carpenter,  Logan,  Alcom, 
Anthony,  Mitchell,  Bayard,  and  Hamilton  of  Maryland.] 

In  the  Senate  op  tue  United  States. 
March  25, 1873. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
thirty-seven  members  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Lewis  V. 
Bogy  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  from  that  State,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  submit  the  following  report: 

The  memorial  sets  forth  that  the  recent  examination  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri,  touching  the  currapt  use  of  money 
in  the  election  of  Mr.  Bogy,  was  imperfect;  that  it  was  not  full  and  fair,  and  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  memorialists,  if  the  investigation  had  been  condncteil  with  more  vigor  and 
with  a  purpose  of  revealing  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  other  and  more  important  evidence 
would  have  been  produced  showing  that  there  was  corruption  in  Mr.  Bogy's  election. 

The  memorial,  however,  does  not  state  what  additional  facts  can  be  proven,  nor  indi- 
cate with  any  certainty  the  character  of  the  new  evidence  that  maybe  produced. 
.  The  committee  understand  that  the  only  duty  which  they  have  upon  this  reference  is 
to  report  to  the  Senate  whether  the  memorial  presents  such  facts  as  would  justify  the 
Senate  in  instituting  an  examination  in  regard  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Bogy,  and  are  of 
the  opinion  that  it  does  not.  Such  a  proceeding  is  of  a  grave  character,  and  should  not 
be  set  on  foot  without  such  a  statement  of  the  evidence  that  could  probably  be  produced 
as  would  appear  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  an  investigation. 

The  evidence  taken  by  the  committee  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri  also  accompanies 
the  memorial,  and  has  been  examined  by  the  committee.  It  is  not  the  province  of  the 
committee  upon  this  reference  to  inquire  whether  the  judgment  pronounced  by  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  Missouri  legislature  upon  this  evidence  was  correct;  but  they 
express  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  is  not  of  a  character  to  require  of  the  Senate  an 
investigation. 

The  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  and  the  evidence  touching  the  election  of  Lewis  V.  Bogy  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1873;  and  first  sessions  of  the  Forty-Uurd  and  Fortj' 

fonrth  Congresses.] 

FRANCIS  W.  SYKES  vs.  GEORGE  E.  SPENCER ;  ani>  GEORGE 

E.  SPENCER, 

of  Alabama. 

December  13, 1872,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Spencer,  elected  for  the  term  begrinning;  March  4. 1&73. 
were  presented,  and  February  28, 1873,  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Sykes  claiminflr  to  have  been  elected  for 
the  same  term  was  presented.  Mr.  Spencer  was  admitted,  after  debate,  March  7.  December  8.  the 
memorial  of  Mr.  Sykes  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  KlectioiiA.  April  2J.  IS74. 
the  committee  reported  that  at  the  time  of  the  elections  there  were  in  Alabama  two  bod ie?4,  each 
c-laimin}f  to  l>e  the  legislature,  one  known  as  the  court-house  legislature,  whicli  had  elected  Mr. 
Spencer,  December  H,  1872,  the  other  known  as  the  State-house  legislature,  which  had  chosen  Mr. 
Syke.s,  December  10,  1872 ;  that  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Spencer  there  were  eight  or  nine 
members  of  the  State-house  legislature  having  regular  certificates  of  election,  but  **who  are  con- 
ceded not  to  Imvc  )>ecn  elected  *' ;  that  persons  claiming  the  seats  of  these  eight  or  nine  members, 
but  having  no  certiflcates  of  election,  were  in  the  court-house  legislature ;  that  the  question  to  he 
<lecided  was  whether  that  legislature  composed  of  a  quorum  of  the  persons  actually  elected  .«hoiil(i 
lje  regarded  as  the  legislature  of  the  State,  or  whether  tliat  legislature  the  quorum  of  which  de- 
Iiendcd  upon  members  not  actually  electe<i,  but  having  regular  certificates  of  election,  should  l-e 
regarded  as  the  legal  legislature;  that  the  State-house  legislature  was  the  legislature  in  form,  and 
the  court-house  legislature  the  legislature  in  fact ;  that  it  would  not  be  competent  for  the  Senate  to 
inquire  as  to  the  right  of  individual  members  to  sit  in  a  legislature  that  is  conceded  to  have  n  quc»- 
rum  in  l>oth  houses  of  legally  elected  members ;  but  that  the  Senate  must  in  this  case  inquire  into 
the  rights  to  hold  seats  ff  the  eight  or  nine  members  whose  rights  to  seats  were  disputed,  in  order 
to  detenuine  which  of  the  two  Inidies  was  the  legal  legislature:  and  that  in  such  inquiry  the  Sen- 
ate should  not  look  merely  to  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  but  go  t)ack  to  the  fact  itself  and  detenuiue 
who  of  those  claiming  seats  were  in  fact  elected;  that  the  ftemona  claiming  to  be  the  legislatuiv 
who  voted  for  Mr.  Spencer  constituted  a  quorum  of  the  membem  actually  eleeted.  The  committee 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consicleralion  of  the  sahjeci.  There  was  a  minority  report. 
May  2M,  the  Senate  resolved  that  the  committee  be  discliarged  from  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.  A  favorable  report  was  made  by  the  committee  on  a  resolution  to  allow  Mr.  Sykes  com- 
pensation and  mileage,  but  no  further  action  was  taken  by  the  Senate. 

December  16.  187."),  Mr.  Spencer  submitted  a  resolution  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  in  the  election  of  Mr.  Spencer  corrupt  means  were  used  to  secure  his  election.  A 
report  of  a  joint  committee  of  the  Alabama  legislature  on  the  election,  and  a  nicinorial  of  the 
legislature  that  the  seat  held  by  Mr.  Spencer  be  declared  vacant,  were  also  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee. May  20,  1870,  the  committee  reported  that  the  question  whether  Mr.  Spencer  was  elected  by 
the  lawful  legislature,  raised  in  the  memorial  referred  to,  must  be  treated  as  res  aci(judicata;  that 
upon  the  question  whether  Mr.  Spencer  or  his  friends  had  been  guilty  of  bribery  or  corruption,  the 
fonimittee  had  made  diligent  inquiry,  and  had  found  that  the  charges  were  not  proven;  that  no 
witness  testified  that  Mr.  Spencer  or  his  friends  had  given  or  oflfered  to  give  money  or  anything  of 
value  in  consideration  of  votes;  that  only  hearsay  evidence  to  this  effect  was  offered,  which  had 
been  rejected  by  the  committee.  The  committee  reported  the  testimony  taken  and  aslced  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  No  further  action  was  taken  by  the  Sen- 
ate. March  3,  1885,  the  Senate  resolved  that  there  be  paid  to  Mr.  Spencer  the  amount  actually  and 
necessarily  expended  by  him  in  maintaining  his  title  to  his  seat. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  3d  sess.  42d  C!ong.,  and  Ist  sess.  43d  and  44th  Congs.,  and  the  reports 
of  the  committee,  references  to  which  Are  given  in  foot-notes. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Friday,  December  13,  1872 

Mr.  Morton  presented  the  credentials  of  George  E.  Spencer,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  Alabama  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4, 1873;  which  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Fbiday,  February  28,  1873. 

Mr.  Groldthwaite  presented  a  memorial*  of  Francis  W.  Sykes,  claiming  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  as  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  term  of  six  years  oommencing  March 
4,  1873. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1873.] 

Thubsday,  Martin  6,  1873. 
Mr.  (reorge  E.  Spencer,  whose  credentials  had  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  Senate 

•Found  in  Senate  Miscellaneous,  8d  sess.  42d  Ck>ng.,  No.  M. 
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as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  advanced  to  the  Vice-President's  chaii  to  take 
the  oath  of  office, 

When* 

Mr.  Bayard  rose  and  objected  to  the  oaths  being  administered  to  Mr.  Spencer;  and, 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  oaths  be  administered  to  Mr.  Spencer? 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to 
to-morrow, 

After  further  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  3-19  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  i.] 

Friday,  March  7,  1873. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  administering  the  oaths  of 
office  to  George  E.  Spencer  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama;  and 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Bayard  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow, 

After  debate, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  32. 

After  further  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  to  refer  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Spencer,  and  the  memorial  of 
Francis  W.  Sykes,  claiming  the  seat  in  question,  to  a  select  committee  of  five  Senators, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas,  20,  nays  38. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bogy,  Casserly ,  Cooper,  Davis, 
Dennis,  Fenton,  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton  ol  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Kelly,  Mc- 
Creery,  Merrimon,  Norwood,  Ransom,  Saulsbury,  Stevenson,  Stockton,  Thurman,  and 
Tipton. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Allison,  Ames,  Boreman,  Brown- 
low,  Buckingham,  Caldwell,  Cameron,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Conkling,  Conover,  Cragin, 
Dor.<ey,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan,  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Hitchcock, 
Howe,  Ingalls,  Jones,  Lewis,  Logan,  Mitchell,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Oglesby, 
I^atterson,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Sargent,  Stewart,  Wadleigh,  West,  Windom,  and  Wright. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  question  be  postponed 
until  the  committees  of  the  Senate  are  organized,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

After  further  debate, 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  oaths  of  office  be  administered  to  Mr.  Spencer?  it  was 
determined  in  t»lie  affirmative. 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Spenceradvanced  to  the  chair,  and  the  oaths  of  office  having  been  administered  to 
him  by  the  Vice-President,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  20-29  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  i.] 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress.] 

Monday,  December  8,  1873. 

Mr.  Gordon  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^Besolvcdy  That  the  memorial  of  Francis  W.  Sykes,  claiming  to  be  a  Senator-elect  from 
the  State  of  Alabama,  with  accompanying  documents,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

Monday,  April  20, 1874. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Francis  W.  Sykes,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Alabama,  submitted  a  report  (No.  291),  with  a  recommendation  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  I'urther  consideration  of  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  asked  and  obtained  Uave  to  submit  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  foregoing  memorial;  which  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  to  accompany  the  report  of  the  committee. 
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BEPOBT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messi-s.  Morton  (cbairman),  Carpenter,  Logan,  Aloom,  An- 
thony, Mitchell,  Wadleigh,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  and  Saolsbniy.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statbs. 
Apbil  20,  1874. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Carpenter  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
Francis  W.  Sykes,  claiming  to  be  Senator- elect  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  together  vith 
accompanying  documents,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

Mr.  vSykes  claims  the  seat  now  held  by  Hon.  George  E.  Spencer  as  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Alabama;  and  his  claim  is  based  upon  the  assertion  that  the  body  claiming  to 
be  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama  which  elected  the  said  Spencer  was  not  the 
rightful  legislature  of  that  State,  but  that  another  body  of  men  was  such  l^islatnre: 
and  that  the  latter  body,  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1872,  duly  elected  the  said 
Sykes  to  be  the  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  that  State  for  the  term  of  six  years  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1873. 

It  is  a  fact  that  for  some  time  after  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  orip^anization  of  the 
legislature  of  that  State,  in  1872,  there  were  two  bodies,  each  claiming  to  be  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  State — one  known  as  the  State-house  legislature,  which  pretended  to  elect 
Mr.  Sykes,  and  the  other  known  as  the  court-house  legislature,  which  pretended  to  elect 
Mr.  Spencer;  and  the  question  is,  which  of  these  two  bodies  ought  to  be  considered  the 
rightful  legislature  at  that  time  ?  On  the  3d  day  of  December,  1872,  the  coort-honse 
legislature,  so  called,  pretended  to  elect  Mr.  Spencer.  The  governor  of  the  State  certi- 
fied that  Mr.  Spencer  had  been  duly  elected  on  that  day  by  the  le^i^islature  of  the  State; 
and  the  Senate,  upon  that  certificate,  seated  Mr.  Spencer  as  a  Senator  for  the  term  in 
question.  The  first  question  is,  therefore,  whether  the  botly  of  men  which  pretended  to 
elect  Mr.  Spencer  can  properly  be  regarded  as  the  legislature  of  the  State  at  the  time  of 
such  pretended  election.  If  so,  Mr.  Spencer's  election  was  valid,  and,  of  course,  if  that 
be  so,  Mr.  Sykes  can  have  no  right  to  the  same  seat  during  the  same  term. 

The  general  election  in  that  State  was  held  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  1872.  The 
time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  thereafter  was  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1871^.  The  constitution  of  the  State  provides,  section  6,  Article  1 V :  * '  The  hou.se  of  repre- 
sentatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose  a  speaker  and  its  other  officers,  and  the  senate 
shall  choose  a  president,  in  the  absence  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  its  other  officers; 
each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications,  elections,  and  returns  of  its  own  members, 
but  a  contested  election  shall  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  bylaw. 
The  president  of  the  senate  and  the  si)eaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall  remain 
in  oflice  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified." 

By  Article  VIII  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama,  the  house  of  representatives  is  declared 
to  consist  of  one  hundred  members,  api^ortioned  among,  and  elected  from,  the  counties 
of  the  State  as  directed  in  said  article.  The  senate  consists  of  thirty- three  member^ 
elected  by  the  voters  from  the  senatorial  districts,  as  directed  in  said  article,  and  these  two 
IxKlies  (!onstitute  the  general  assembly  of  the  State,  and  in  them,  by  section  1,  Article  I 
of  the  constitution,  is  vested  the  legislative  power  of  the  State. 

By  section  38  of  the  revised  code  of  Alabama,  which  was  re-enacted  and  continued  in 
force  by  an  act  approved  July  29,  1868,  the  general  assembly  is  required  to  convene  in 
the  city  of  Montgomery. 

It  is  provided  by  the  act  to  regulate  elections  in  Alabama  as  follows: 

*'  Sec.  33.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  one  of  the  inspectors  must  number  each  b;  Hot 
with  the  same  number  &s*the  name  of  the  voter  on  the  poll-list,  and  the  ballot  must  then, 
without  being  opened  or  examined,  be  deposited  in  the  proper  ballot-box. 

'  *  Sec.  34.  Be  if  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  no  challenging  of  electors  appearing 
to  vote  at  any  election  hereafter  held  in  this  State,  and  any  registered  voter  appearing 
to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State  shall  be  allowe<l  to  do  so  without  question,  challenge, 
or  objection  by  any  perscm;  and  any  person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects,  or  who 
unlawlully  hinders  or  delays  any  person  ofierino:  to  vote,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and,  on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  five  hundred  dollars,  and.  on  failure  to  pay  the 
same,  shall  l)e  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  for  six  months. 

"Sec.  35.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  of  all  elec- 
tions in  the  election  precincts,  immediately  on  the  closing  of  the|)olls,  to  count  out  the 
votes  that  have  been  polled,  and,  after  so  doing,  to  promptly  certify  the  poll-list,  seal  up 
the  boxes  containing  the  ballots  and  poll-list,  and  deliver  them  to  the  returning  officer, 
who  shall  deliver  such  sealed  l)oxe8  to  the  Judge  of  probate  within  forty-eight  hours 
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after  they  may  be  delivered  to  him,  and  take  a  receipt  from  the  judge  of  probate  for 
such  sealed  ballot-boxes. 

"Sec.  o(>.  Be  it  further  enacted  ^  That  judges  of  probate,  sheriffs,  and  clerks  of  the- cir- 
cuit court,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  the  several  counties  are  hereby  constituted  a  board  of 
supervisors  of  elections  in  and  for  their  respective  counties;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  lx)ard  of  supervisors  to  open,  compare,  and  count  the  ballots  cast  at  all  elections. 

*'  Sec.  37.  Be  it  further  enacted ^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
elections,  upon  good  and  sufhcient  evidence  that  fraud  has  been  perpetrated,  or  unlaw- 
ful or  wrongful  means  resorted  to  to  prevent  electors  I'rom  freely  and  fearlessly  casting 
their  ballots,  to  reject  such  illegal  or  liaudulent  votes  cast  at  any  of  such  polling  places, 
which  rejection,  so  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  final,  unless  appeal  is  taken  within  ten 
days  to  the  probate  court;  and  in  case  of  a  tie  for  any  county  officer,  the  board  of  super- 
visors shall  decide. 

"Sec.  38.  Be.  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  supervisors, 
within  five  days  from  the  date  of  receiving  the  sealed  boxes  and  certificates  of  the  num- 
ber of  votes  cast  at  each  polling  place  from  the  inspectors,  to  make  certificates,  on  blanks 
furnished  by  the  secretary  of  state,  of  the  exact  number  of  votes  cast  in  their  county  for 
each  person,  stating  the  otfice  such  person  is  voted  for,  and  forward  them,  excepting  for 
governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  auditor,  treasurer,  and  attorney-gen- 
eral, to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  shall,  after  such  returns  have  been  duly  examined  by 
the  secretary  of  state,  be  filed  as  other  public  papers  required  to  be  kept  in  his  office,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any  elector  of  this  State. 

**Sec.  39.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  board  of  supervi.sors  shall  forward  a  certified 
return  of  election  for  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  auditor,  treasurer, 
and  attorney -general  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  at  least  thirty  days  before  the 
time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

"Sec.  40.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
senate,  within  five  days  after  the  assembling  of  the  general  assembly,  in  the  presence  of 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly,  to  open  the  returns  and  proclaim  the 
result  of  such  election,  after  which  they  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  secretiiry  of  state, 
as  required  by  section  thirty-seven  of  this  act. 

"Sec.  41.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to 
furnish,  from  time  to  time,  the  boanl  of  county  supervisors  with  all  necessary  blanks 
upon  which  to  make  election  returns. 

"Sec.  42.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to 
forward  certificates  of  election  to  such  persons  as  may  be  ascertained  to  be  elected  to  any 
office  in  this  State,  addressed  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  at  the  court-house  of  the  county 
in  which  such  person  returned  as  elected  may  reside,  within  ten  days  after  receiving 
such  returns  of  election  from  the  supervising  board  of  the  County;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  board  of  supervisors  to  forward  said  election  certificates  to  the  persons  en- 
titled thereto." 

Section  7  of  Article  IV  of  the  constitution  provides  as  follows: 

"A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  but  a  smaller 
numl>er  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  mem- 
bers in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  each  house  may  provide." 

On  the  18th  day  of  November,  1872,  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  assembling  of  the 
legislature,  eighteen  persons  holding  the  required  certificates  of  election  as  senators, 
issued  to  them  by  the  secretary  of  state,  appeared  in  the  senate  chamber  in  the  capitol 
at  Montgomery,  and  at  12  o^clock  noon  were  called  to  order  by  the  holding-over  lieuten- 
ant-governor, Moren.  They  exhibited  their  certificates  of  election  issued  to  them  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  enrolletl  their  names  as  senators,  took  the  oath  of  office  in  due  form, 
and  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  pro  tempore,  viz,  secretary,  assistant  secretary, 
and  other  officers.  On  the  next  day  another  senator  presented  his  certificate,  enrolled 
himself,  and  took  the  oath  of  office,  in  pursuance  of  section  48  of  the  revised  code  of 
Alabama.  All  of  said  senators  took  the  oath  prescribed  by  Article  XIV  of  the  consti- 
tution before  the  Hon.  J.  Q.  Smith,  one  of  the  circuit  judges  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 
On  the  next  day  the  senate,  so  constituted,  proceeded  to  elect  its  permanent  officers,  all 
its  proceedings  being  under  the  presidency  of  the  Hon.  E.  H.  Moren,  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  State.  Said  proceedings  were  had  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  required 
by  the  constitution  to  constitute  a  senate. 

On  the  18th  day  of  November,  1872,  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  noon,  the  Hon.  John 
P.  Hubbard,  speaker  of  the  previous  house  of  representatives,  took  his  seat  at  the 
speaker's  desk  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  capitol  in  Montgomery, 
and  called  the  hou.se  to  order.  Less  than  one-half  of  the  hundred  persons  who  consti- 
tute a  full  house  appeiired  in  their  places.  Thej^e  persons  exhibited  certificates  of  elec- 
tion to  the  house  of  representatives  is.su ed  to  them  by  the  secretary  of  state,  as  required 
by  the  act  before  quoted,  enrolled  themselves  as  members  of  the  house,  and  adjourned 
until  the  next  day. 
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PursuaDt  to  adjourument,  the  lioase  met  the  next  day  iu  the  same  hall,  but  >ii.l !  r* 
than  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  members  appeared,  though  some  aiUlitioiial  v^^-n 
bers  appeared  and  presented  their  certificates  of  election,  issued  to  them  hy  the  s«.Teun 
of  state,  and  enrolled  themselves  as  members  of  the  house.  An  adjuurumeut  was  tiki 
had  to  the  next  day. 

On  Wednesday,  the  20th  of  November,  1872,  the  house  was  again  called  to  ohIk. 
when  fifty-three  members  appeared.     Those  who  had  not  been  previously  enrolled  pib 
sented  their  certificates  of  election,  issued  to  them  by  the  secretary  of  state,  aad  vtfl 
enrolled.     All  of  said  i)erson8  so  appearing  and  presenting  their  certificates  of  elwii^fl 
took  the  oath  of  oflice  required  by  the  constitution,  the  same  oath  being  admiDistrmI 
to  them  as  was  administered  to  the  members  of  the  senate  by  the  Hon.  J.  Q.  Smith. 
The  house  of  representatives  thus  assembled  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  speaker, 
and  Hon.  Lewis  M.  Stone,  holding  a  certificate  of  election  issued  to  him  b}-  the  s<^r^ 
tary  of  state  as  a  member  of  said  house  from  the  county  of  Pickens,  was  chosen  speaker 
of  said  house  of  representatives.     All  of  these  proceedings  of  said  house  were  taken  l-y 
it  under  the  presidency  of  Hon.  John  P.  Hubbard,  the  speaker  of  the  previous  liou.«ec-f 
representatives,  who,  until  the  election  of  his  successor,  occupied  the  chair.     Mr.  HuN 
bard,  upon  the  election  of  the  new  speaker,  retired  and  Mr.  Stone  assume<1  the  duties  ff 
speaker  of  the  house.     The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  subordinate  oflSeerr. 
and  so  fully  organized  itself,  as  the  senate  had  previously,  under  the  authority  of  Artiil* 
IV,  section  6  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama. 

These  two  bodies  of  men  constituted  what  is  known  as  the  State-house  legislature, 
which  pretended  to  elect  Mr.  Sykes  as  Senator.  This  legislature  was  recognized  by  the 
Hon.  Kobert  B.  Lindsay,  who,  under  the  constitution,  remained  governor  of  the  State 
until  the  canvass  of  votes  subsequently  made  by  the  State  house  legislature,  when  it 
wa.*?  ascertained  and  declared  by  them  that  Hon.  David  P.  Lewis  had  been  electeil  gi»v- 
ernor:  and  thereupon  the  said  Lewis  took  the  oath  of  office  and  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties. 

On  the  same  18th  day  of  November,  two  other  bodies  of  men  assembled  at  the  court- 
house, one  claiming  to  l>e  the  senate  and  the  other  the  house  of  representatives — the 
legislature  of  said  State.  After  Governor  Lewis  was  inaugurated  he  recognized  the 
court-house  legislature  as  the  proper  and  legal  legislature  of  the  State. 

The  contest  between  these  two  legislatures  depends  upon  this:  In  the  State-house 
legislature  were  eight  or  nine  members  who  had  received  regular  certificates  of  election, 
but  who  are  conceded  not  to  have  been  elected.  There  were  of  this  class  a  sufficient 
number,  together  with  unquestioued  members,  to  make  a  quorum  in  both  houses  of  the 
State-house  legislature.  In  the  court-house  legislature,  persons  claiming  the  seats  of 
this  class  of  members  of  the  State-hou.se  legislature  assembled  with  others  who  weif 
undoubtedly  members- elect  to  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  and  thereby  con- 
stituted in  numbers  a  quorum  of  the  two  houses  at  the  court-house.  And  the  question 
is,  whether  at  the  time  the  election  of  Spencer  took  place  by  the  court-house  l^islature 
that  legislature,  composed  of  a  quorum  of  the  i)ersons  actually  elected,  should  be  re- 
garded as  the  legislature  of  the  State;  or  whether  the  State-house  legislature,  a  quorum 
in  both  houses  being  made  by  this  class  of  x>ersons  who  in  fact  were  not  elected  but  had 
the  regular  certificates  of  election,  should  be  regarded  as  the  legal  legislature.  And 
this  iigain  depends  upon  another  question:  whether  for  the  time  being,  and  until  sonic 
decision  by  the  two  houses  could  be  arrived  at,  the  eight  or  nine  persons  holding  certifi- 
cates without  the  election  or  the  eight  or  nine  persons  elected  but  having  no  certificates 
are  to  be  considered  as  entitled  to  act  and  form  part  of  the  legislature  ol  the  State. 

It  is  provided  by  the  law  of  the  State,  passed  in  pursuance  of  section  6,  Article  IV 
of  the  Constitution,  among  other  things,  as  Ibllows: 

"Six'.  4.").  That  the  election  of  persons  declared  elected  to  any  office,  whether  State, 
county,  Keprcsentiitives  in  Congress,  or  to  any  office  which  is  filled  by  a  vote  of  the 
lKK)ple,  may  be  contested  by  any  qualified  elector  of  this  State  for  any  one  or  more  of 
the  following  causes:  First.  Malconduct,  fraud,  or  corruption  on  the  part  of  any  in- 
spector, clerk,  returning  officer,  or  board  of  super>isor8.  Second.  When  the  persons 
whose  election  to  such  office  is  t'ontested  Wiis  not  eligible  thereto  at  the  time  of  such 
rlociiou.  Third.  On  account  of  illegal  votes.  Fourth.  Any  intimidation,  threats  to 
(llschjirge  from  employment,  otfer  to  bril)e  or  bribery,  violence,  abuse,  or  any  other  mis- 
conduct calculated  to  prevent  a  fair,  free,  and  full  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise. 
l»nt  no  person  can  contest  the  election  of  any  person  to  any  office  on  account  of  racej 
color,  or  previous  condition. 

"Se(\  4G.  That  no  testimony  must  be  received  of  any  illegal  votes  or  other  grounds 
of  wntest  unless  the  party  contesting  has  given  to  the  adverse  party  notice  in  writing  of 
the  cause  or  caases  which  he  expects  to  name  on  the  trial,  which  notice  must  be  served 
personally  at  least  ten  days  before  the  trial. 

"Sec.  47.  That  whenever  any  elector  chooses  to  contest  any  election  to  «uiy  oflloe  eu^- 
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braced  in  this  act  be  must  make  a  statement  in  writing  setting  forth  specifically,  first, 
the  names  of  the  party  contesting,  and  that  he  was  a  qaallfied  voter  at  the  time  the 
election  was  held;  second,  the  office  which  said  election  was  held  to  fill,  and  the  time  of 
holding  the  same;  third,  the  particular  ground  or  grounds  of  such  contest;  which  state- 
ment must  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  contesting  party,  or  some  one  for  such  party, 
to  the  effect  that  he  believes  the  same  to  be  true. 

"Sec.  48.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  probate  judge  to  deliver  to  either  party, 
on  his  application,  copies  of  the  poll-lists  on  being  paid  his  legal  fees  therefor,  and  on  the 
trial  of  the  contest  the  judge  of  probate  shall  be  required  by  a  8ubp<jena  duces  tecum  to 
produce  the  original  poll-lists  and  ballots,  filed  in  his  office  for  enumeration,  which  shall 
be  received  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  person  named  in  the  poll-lists 
voted,  and  for  whom  he  voted. 

*  .  *  *  *  *  *  * 

*'Sec.  51.  That  any  elector  contesting  the  election  of  any  senator  or  representative  to 
the  general  assembly,  he  must  first  give  security  for  the  costs  of  such  contest,  which  must 
be  acknowledged  before  and  approved  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  any  county  of 
the  senatorial  district,  if  such  contest  be  for  the  election  of  a  senator;  or  if  lor  the  elec- 
tion of  a  representative,  by  the  clerk  ot  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  in  which  such 
election  was  held. 

"Sec.  52.  That  the  contesting  party  must  next  give  notice  to  the  person  whose  elec- 
tion is  contested,  by  having  served  on  him,  or  left  at  his  usual  place  of  residence,  by  the 
sheriff  or  some  constable,  a  copy  of  the  grounds  of  contestation  and  affidavit,  as  required 
by  the  provision  of  section  45  of  this  act. 

"Sec.  53.  That  the  security  for  costs  must  be  given,  and  the  person  whose  election  is 
contested  notified  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  preceding  section,  within  twenty  days 
after  he  is  declared  elected.  / 

"  Sec.  54.  That  the  original  statement  of  the  grounds  of  contest  and  affidavit  must, 
after  such  service,  be  returned  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  which 
security  for  the  costs  has  been  given,  with  the  return  of  the  officer  indorsed,  which  is  pre- 
sumptive evidence  of  the  service. 

*  *  ^^  *  ♦  *  * 

"  Sec.  61.  That  testimony  taken  in  contests  of  election  under  this  act  must  be  certi- 
fied, indorsed,  and  sealed  up,  as  is  required  in  taking  depositions  at  suits  at  law.  And 
if  the  contest  is  of  the  election  of  a  senator  or  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  general  assembly,  the  depositions  must  be  directed  to  the  presiding  officer  of  that 
branch  of  the  general  assembly  before  which  such  contest  is  to  be  tried,  at  the  seat  of 
government,  and  deposited  in  the  nearest  post-office. 

"Sec.  62.  That  on  the  determination  of  such  contest,  the  secretary  of  the  senate  or 
clerk  of  the  house,  as  the  case  may  be,  must  tax  the  costs  due  to  the  commissioner,  wit- 
nesses, the  sheriff  and  other  officers,  for  serving  notices  and  subpccnas  as  for  similar 
service  in  courts  of  law,  and  certify  the  amount  of  each  separate  item,  the  name  of  the 
person  entitled  thereto,  and  the  resultof  such  contest,  to  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  in 
which  security  for  costs  is  required  to  be  given  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  the 
clerk  of  such  court  must  thereupon  issue  execution  in  favor  of  the  successful  party  for 
the  amount  of  such  costs,  specifying  the  items,  the  amount  of  each,  and  the  persons  en- 
titled thereto,  in  the  bill  of  costs,  which  execution  must  be  made  returnable  to  the  term 
of  the  circuit  court  of  such  county  next  after  its  issue,  and  may  be  issued  as  often  as 
may  be  necessary,  and  must,  when  collected,  be  paid  by  the  officer  collecting  on  demand 
to  the  parties  entitled  thereto.^' 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  persons  who  were  elected,  but  had  not  received  certificates 
of  election,  took  the  steps  required  by  this  statute  to  contest  the  seats  of  the  persons  who 
held  the  certificates,  but  had  not  been  elected.  It  is  claimed,  and  with  great  force,  that, 
until  a  contest,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law,  the  members  who  had  received  the  cer- 
tificates of  election,  although  those  certificates  had  been  erroneoasly  delivered  and  they 
were  not  in  fact  elected,  were  entitled  to  sit  as  members  of.  the  legislature.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly true  that  had  all  the  persons  claiming  to  be  members  of  the  legislature  met 
in  the  State-house,  and  the  two  houses  had  proceeded  there  to  organize,  the  persons 
holding  the  certificate,  without  the  election,  would  have  been  entitled  to  their  seats  until 
the  persons  who  had  been  elected,  but  had  received  no  certificates,  should  make  contests 
for  their  seats  and  their  claim  should  be  determined  by  the  houses  themselves. 

The  matter,  then,  comes  to  this:  The  State-house  legislature  was  the  legislature  in 
form,  and  the  court-house  legislature  was  the  legislature  in  fact.  While  these  two  pre- 
tended legislatures  were  in  existence,  each  claiming  to  possess  the  legislative  power  of 
the  State,  Spencer  was  elected  to  the  Senate  by  the  court-house  legislature,  and  Sykes 
was  elected  by  the  State-house  legislature.  Spencer  was  first  elected,  and  on  the  day  of 
his  election  the  court-house  legislature  was  recognized  by  the  governor  as  the  legal  legis- 
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latarc  of  the  State.  Therefore,  in  determiniDg  as  to  the  right  of  Spencer  or  Sykes  to  this 
scat,  the  Senate  is  eomp<*lle(l  to  ehoofie  iK'twecn  the  body  in  fact  elected,  organized,  act- 
inj:,  and  reco^rnizod  l»y  the  executive  department  iw  the  legislutnn'.  and  another  ImmIv, 
or;^aui/tHl  in  form,  hut\\'ithout  the  election  and  withont  a  recognition  on  the  part  ul'  the 
exccutivi*  of  the  State  at  the  time  they  ])retended  to  elect  Sykes.  When  we  consider 
tliat  all  the  torms  ])i-escril)ed  by  law  for  c^mvanRing  and  certifying  an  election,  and  for 
the  orj^iinizaticm  of  the  two  hotises,  are  designed  to  Rc*cnre  to  the  peraonH  actnally  elected 
the  right  to  act  in  the  oflices  to  which  in  fact  they  have  been  elected,  it  would  beisacri- 
ficiiig  the  (Mid  to  the  means  were  the  Senate  to  adhere  to  the  mere  form,  and  thas  defeat 
the  end  whirli  the  fonus  were  intended  to  secure. 

The  perstms  in  the  two  bodies  claiming  to  be  the  senate  and  house  of  reprenentatives 
who  voted  for  S])en('er  constituted  a  quorum  of  ))oth  houses  of  the  members  actually 
ele<'ted;  the  ])ersonH  in  the  State-house  legislature  whovotcHl  for  Sykes  did  notoonatitnte 
a  quorum  of  xhv.  two  houses  duly  electiHl,  but  a  quorum  of  persons  oertiliedio  have  been 
ele(t<Hl  to  the  twolumsiv.  Were  the  Senate  to  hold  Sykes's  election  to  be  valid,  it  would 
follow  that  erroneous  ii-rtiliciites.  di'liveri*<l  to  men  c(»nce<h*<l  not  to  1k»  electwl,  hud  en- 
abled pi'Fsous  who  in  fact  ought  not  to  vote  for  a  St*nator  to  eli*ct  a  Senator  to  misrepre- 
sent the  State  for  six  years.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  treat  the  itmrt-honsi*  legislatun* 
as  till"  h'giil  legislature  of  thv  State,  it  is  ronce<le<l  that  we  give  viYwX  to  the  will  of  the 
pcMipIc  as  ovidcnciil  by  the  election.  So  that,  to  state  the  proposition  in  other  words,  we 
are  called  up<m  to  choosi>  lietween  the  form  and  the  substance,  the  fiction  and  tho  £ict; 
and,  ronsideriiig  th<t  importance  of  the  cUH.-tion  of  a  Senator,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mit tt^e  the  Senate  would  not  Ih*  justitied  in  overriding  thewillof  the  iieople,as  expressed 
at  the  ballot-lH>x,  out  of  dcfcrcmv  to  ccrtitiiutes  issued  erroneously  to  p«'rsous  who  wcr^ 
n(»t  elected. 

In  the  oi»inion  of  your  committee  it  is  not  competent  tor  the  Semite  to  inquire  us  to 
the  right  of  indiviilual  membfrs  t<i  sit  in  a  legislatun*  which  is  conce<!e<l  to  have  a  quo- 
rum in  both  houses  of  leg:illy  ele<'te<l  nienil)crs.  Hut  undoubt(*dly  the  Senate  must 
always  in<iuire  whether  the  InmIv  whieh  pretend<Hl  to  elect  a  Senator  was  tho  legislature 
of  the  State  or  not ;  Immuius**  a  S-nator  can  <mly  Ik*  elect*»d  by  the  legislature  of  a  State. 
Ill  thi«*  e;i«*e.  S|M«n<'cr  having  Ikh'u  seated  by  the  S-nate,  and  lH*ing7>riHia/iiri>  entitU*d  to 
hold  the  seat,  the  Siiiate  raniiot  ouM  him  without  going  into  an  inqnir^'in  regard  to  the 
right  of  the  individual  ]N'r>Mms  who  claim  tocoustitnte  the  quorum  iu  these  rwpectiTe 
b(Hii<s  at  the  court  hoiiM*and  at  the  State-house.  Wecannot  oust  Sfiencer  fmni  his  seat 
withont  inqniiing  :uid  detennining  that  the  eight  or  nine  individuals  who  wore  elected 
wen*  not  entitled  to  sit  in  the  U^islature  of  the  State  Imhqusi*  they  lacked  the  rertiO- 
rate't.  Ihit  if  the  Senate  (>an  intiuire  into  this  ({uestion  at  all,  it  must  certainly  inquire 
for  the  fact  rath«'r  than  the  evidentv  of  the  fact.  It  c:uinot  lie  maintaineil  that  when 
the  Senate  liiis  been  eom]M'll«*«l  to  enter  u|n>u  such  an  examination  it  is  (wtoppetl  by  mere 
jn-iiiiif  fiirt't  evidenee  of  the  fact,  and  the  certiticate  is  i*onceil«*<!  to  In*  nothing  more  than 
ptinni  jiirii  e\  ideuce.  lUit  the  .S'uate  inuM  go  luu'k  of  that  to  the  fact  itM'lf,  and  deter- 
mine whether  the  ]M'i->on'«  claiming  to  hold  seats  were  in  fact  elected.  When  we  do  this 
\\c  ifitni-  to  till*  eoneeded  faet  that  the.M.*  iN'rHtuH  lacking  the  certitlcsite  had  in  fiu't  been 
ejccti  (I.  and  that  the  prison^  who  riaiiued  to  In-  the  quorum  of  tin*  two  hoUiieH  Were  in 
tart  the  iKTsouM  who,  in  virtue  of  the  el(N-ti<»n.  wen*  entitled  to  constitute  the  quorum  of 
lN»th  houM-*. 

So  that,  in  any  \  iew  of  the  matter  whieh  your  committee  can  take,  we  are  ofopinicMi 
that  .Mr.  Sykes  makes  no cas4> entitling  him  to  thesi-at  nowot*cupied  by  Mr. 8penoer, and 
your  commit tre  a*>k  to  be  dis4-harg(sl  from  the  Airther  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
.Mr.  Svkis 

VIKWS  UP  TIIR  MINUKITY. 

In  the  vii>v  preM'Ut*'*!  by  the  memorial  of  FraneiN  W.  Syktfs,  conU.«tingthe  election  of 
Hon.  ( ieori.'!'  1!.  S|H-ncer  a.s  a  S4>nator  fmm  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  undeisigncd  raspert- 
tally  >nbtnit  the  linllowing  minority  re|M>rt: 

\'*\  a  l.iw  of  the  Stat4*  of  .\lali:inni.  the  thinl  Monday  in  NovemlN^r  in  each  year  in  fixed 
as  tile  day  tor  the  annual  meetini;  of  the  general  a.sriiMnbly  of  said  StaUvand  on  the  Hth 
d:iv  ot  NovemlMT.  \.  I).  \<t'i.  U'ing  x\w  thinl  Monday  of  siiid  month,  twosepaiate  budiea 
of  men.  eaeh  elaiming  t4i  In*  the  legislatun*  (»f  Alabama.  a»iembled  at  diflfennt  places  in 
till*  eitv  of  .Monti;oniery  and  proceeileil  t4>  organize  as  such  legislature. 

<  Mi«*  oi'thi-x'  iMKlies.  whieh  met  iu  the  capitol.  or  State-house,  in  said  city,  on  the  lUth 
flav  of  I>re«*mber.  l^^T'J.  electi-4l  the  lion.  Francis  W.  Syktw  a  Si*nator  iu  Cimgrens  ftom 
tin-  said  State  for  the  MUiMitutional  term  ctminiencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  ]W7:i: 
and  on  the  'M  day  of  the  same  month  the  other  liody.  which  met  at  the  t'nItedStetoi 
eoiirf  I  •Minis  alxi  elaiming  to  In*  the  legislatun*  of  the  Stat4\  4*U*ct«-«l  the  11«mi.  <}coi)ge  E. 
SiH'iH  If  a  Si'iiator  in  Congn'ss  fnun  saiil  State  for  the  said  term. 

The  iwii  lMNlie>  *inli^ijuently  iN-eame  niergetl  into  one  general  assembly,  under  an  ar- 
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raDgemeut  proposed  by  the  Attorney- General  of  the  United  States.  The  oiganization  of 
tlu-  l'ii:>iou  legislature  took  place  after  the  election  of  both  Mr.  Sykes  ODd  Mr.  Spencer, 
and  the  right  of  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  depends  upon  the  action  of  that  l^ipdatnre 
or  anythiug  connected  with  its  history. 

Whatevir  claim  either  Qf  the  persons  named  may  have  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Sen* 
ator  irom  the  State  of  Alabama  rests  entirely  upon  the  qocstion  whether  the  body  that 
elected  him  at  the  time  of  such  election  was  in  fiict  the  legidatore  of  Uie  State,  and  not 
ii])on  anything  that  took  place  in  the  legislative  history  of  the  State  subse^neut  to  th6 
time  of  his  election.  It  is  admitted  that  there  could  be  but  one  lawftil  general  assembly 
in  Alabama,  and  in  order  to  determine  whether  Mr.  Sykes  or  Mr.  Spencer  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  the  Senate,  it  is  necessary  to  decide  which  of  tj^e  two  bodies,  if  either,  claiming  to 
have  been  the  general  assembly  of  the  State,  vms  in  &ct  the  legal  le^pslatuie  and  com* 
]K4eut  to  elect  a  Senator.  If  either  of  the  bodies,  known  as  the  capitol  legislature  and 
the  court-hoase  legislature,  assembled  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  Alabama,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  body  so  assembled  in  conformity 
with  law  was  vested  exclusively  with  the  legislative  power  of  the  State,  and  was  alone 
competent  to  elect  a  Senator  to  represent  the  State  in  Congress.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
cannot  l)e  maintained,  if  either  of  said  bodies  assembled  in  violation  of  law  or  without 
authority  of  law%  that  such  body  so  meeting,  by  whatever  name  it  choee  to  style  itself, 
was  clothed  with  any  legislative  authority,  or  had  any  rightfol  daim  to  be  regiuded,  for 
any  purpose,  as  the  general  assembly. 

These  propositions  are  self-evident,  and  cannot  be  questioned  or  denied.  The^  axe  too 
clear  to  admit  of  argument,  or  to  need  illustration  or  enforcement.  As  iaolatea  truths, 
unconnect<3d  with  other  questions,  they  would  receive  the  ready  assent  of  not  only  every 
member  of  the  Senate  but  of  every  man  in  the  country  at  all  umiliar  with  theconstitu- 
tioii  and  laws  of  Alabama.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  deem  it  proper  to  refer  to  audi 
provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama  as  bear  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  senate  and  house  of  ropresentatives — and  their  orguiixation  as 
legislative  bodies — composing  the  j|$eneral  assembly  of  the  State.  The  foUowing  are 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  said  State.  Article  Y,  sectioiis  2, 
:>,  and  16,  of  the  constitution: 

' '  S  Kc.  2.  The  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretaiy  of  state,  treasurer,  and  attom^- 
general  shall  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  the  auditor  for  the  term  of 
four  years. 

' '  Skc.  3.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  the  oiBcers  named  in  the  preceding  section 
shall  be  seeded  up  and  transmitted  to  Uie  seat  of  government  by  the  returning  officers, 
dirccteti  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  who,  during  the  first  wedc  of  the  sessioii, 
shall  open  and  publish  the  same  in  the  presence  of  a  minority  of  the  membars  of  the 
general  assembly;  the  parson  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  decUaedduJy 
elected ;  but  if  two  or  more  shall  be  highest  and  equal  in  votes  for  the  same  office,  oaeot 
t  hiMii  shal  1  be  chosen  by  the  joint  vote  of  both  houses.  Contested  elecHons  ftir  ezecative 
otllcers  shall  l)e  determined  by  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  In  such  manner  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

'Shc.  Ifi.  The  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  pieBid«it  of  the  senate,  hat  shall  vote 
only  when  the  senate  is  equally  divided,  and  in  case  of  his  absence  or  impeachment^  or 
when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor,  the  senate  shall  chooae  a  piend«it  jiro  tern- 

pure. ' ' 

Wy  section  G,  Article  lY  of  -the  constitution  of  Alabama,  the  presldentof  the  aenats  and 
the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatiTes  remain  in  office  ontil  their  saocsMon  ara 
elected  and  qualified,  as  follows:  ^  • 

"Sec.  6.  The  house  of  representatives,  when  assembled,  aball  choose  a  maker  and 
its  other  officers;  and  the  senate  shall  choose  a  piesidMit,  in  the  ahaenee  of  uie  lieatea- 
ant-governor,  and  its  other  officers;  each  house  mSH  indgeof  the  analiflQalioiM,  electiona, 
and  returns  of  its  own  members,  but  a  cqntssted  efedton  shall  be  determined  in  soch 
manner  ius  shall  be  directed  by  law.  The  pteaident  of  the  senate  and  the  q^eaicer  of 
the  house  of  representatives  shall  remain  in  office  nndl  flieir  wattofmom  ara  elected  and  ' 
(inalilied/' 

\\y  Article  YIII  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama,  the  honae  of  rspfeaanlaUves  is  de- 
clared to  consist  of  one  hundred  memberB,  ai^ortioned  emong,  and  elected  iSmn,  the 
counties  of  the  State  as  directed  in  said  artida. 

The  senate  consists  of  thirty-three  memben,  elected  1^  tiie  votefs  ftom  tiie  senatorial 
districts,  as  directed  in  said  article;  and  these  two  hodieaoonslitate  the  general  assembly 
of  the  State,  and  therein,  by  section  1  of  Article  lYof  the  eonstitafion,  fsTcated  the  legis- 
Jative  iK)wer  ol  the  State,  as  follows: 

'\Sk(\  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State  shall  hemtod  in  a genecal  assembly, 
which  shall  consist  of  a  senate  and  house  of  repiesaitatiTCS." 

13y  act  of  the  general  assemby  of  Alabama,  apfsonA  8|flt  Papemher,  1888,  entitle^ 
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'*  An  net  to  fix  the  time  of  tlie  aimnnl  session  of  the  gcnenil  usscmhly/*  the  thiid  Mun* 
duy  of  NovenilMT  in  eaol)  year  in  (Urlured  to  be  the  day  for  the  annual  OHsemUing  of  the 
general  a.ssenibly. 

r»y  seetiou  .'»"^  of  th<«  revised  e<Kle  of  Alabama,  which  wa«  re-eniM;ted  ai  d  continaed  in 
fon*e  by  an  act  ai»i)n)ved  .luly  29,  lH(h^,  tlie  gener.il  iMfombly  is  re<[nirctl  to  convene  in 
tli<'  city  of  M«mtj;oniery,  as  loll<»\vs: 

"Tlie  members  of  the  ^enenil  nssem1)ly  shall  convene  in  the  city  df  Mont^niery  on 
the  lirst  day  of  November  in  each  year,  unless  that  day  lie  Snnday,  and  if  that  day  he 
Sunday,  tluMion  the  next  day  afterward.'' 

This  i)ro\ision  of  the  law  was  anieiuh^l  s<»  as  to  re<|uin'  the  general  assembly  to  nu-et 
on  the  thinl  Momlay  of  NovemlKT,  jis  l»efore  stated. 

r»y  the  act  of  the  general  itss<>mbly  of  Alalumia.  appnn'cd  ll^th  Febniar>\  1850.  entitled 
"  An  act  HU]»]>lemei)tal  to  an  act  making  ai»i>r«»]>riations  to  establish  the  State- boni«e  at 
Montg<miery,"  and  by  the  original  act  ai)]>n>viHl  11th  February,  KSV),  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama jirovided  for  the  erei'tion  of  the  present  capittd,  or  State-house,  at  Montgomery,  and 
i-onstruction  therein  of  a  hall  of  the  Iioum*  of  rei)re.M.'ntativ«»s  and  the  senate  ehanilnT,  for 
the  use  of  the  g4-neral  a>scmbly  of  this  State,  and  from  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  neat 
(»f  government  fn)m  Tus4aloos;i  to  Montgomery  the  two  bninches  of  the  general  aKHem- 
bly  have  Ik'CU  atrustomiMl  to  usf,  for  the  pur]K)S4*s  of  their  legislative  8eN<ionM,  the  hall 
and  cbamlHT  ])ro\  ided  fortbem  in  tlicca]>itol  now  in  ust*.  and  in  that  previously  standing 
on  thes;ime  site;  and  no  other  hall  or  chamlnT  in  Mtmtgomery  or  elHewhere,  except  Ibr 
a  short  |M'rio<l  in  l^lO-'oO.  during  a  session  of  the  legislature,  when,  in  conft*«|nence  of 
the  <!estruction  of  the  Statr-house  by  fire,  tht*  gcnend  asM'uibly,  by  the  concurrent  aetjon 
of  Ilietwohous<'s.  held  their  s(>ssions  in  another  buibling  in  Mtuitgomery. 

Hy  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Alabama.  a]i])roved  ()ctolH*r  H,  Isiw,  entitleil  '  An 
act  to  regulate  ele<-tion^  in  this  State,"  it  is  pro\ided  (se<*tion  7)  that  the  State  wnatoni 
bIuiII  IhM'lected  on  the  lirst  Tuewlav  after  th«*  lirst  Monday  of  NovchiIkt,  li^'J,  and  everv 
four  years  tben>after:  in  s«*ctiou  (>,  that  repn'S4>ntati\es  in  the  giMienil  assi'mbly  shall  lie 
el e* -ted  on  the  lirst  Tuesilav  at>er  the  first  .Monday  in  NovciuIkt,  1K70,  and  eveiy  two 
yejirs  tben*alter. 

This  act  further  provi<les  as  tbllows: 

**Si:(\  :{.'{.  Jit  it  furtfur  tuarhtl,  I'hat  one  of  the  inspectors  must  number  each  hallot 
with  the  same  numlN'r  i»  the  name  of  the  voter  on  the  )ioII-lii»t.  and  the  liallot  mnut 
th«'n,  without  iN'ing  o|N>nc4l  or  examiu4*<i.  In-  dei)ositi'<l  in  the  ]>roper  liallot-liox. 

"SK(\  'M.  Jir  it  J'urthtT  * nnrtni.  That  there  shall  Im'  no  challenging  of  electoni  ap- 
IN'iknng  to  vote  at  any  ele<'ti4»n  hereafter  held  in  this  Statt>,  ami  any  n^gisteretl  voter 
a]i{N>aring  to  voteat  any  ebM-tion  in  this  State  shall  In*  allowed  to  do  ho  without  iiaeKtion. 
eliall«-ng«'.  or  objccti<»n  by  any  ]»erson;  and  any  (mtsou  w  ho  tj  nest  ions,  challenges,  or  ob- 
jects, (»r  who  unlawfully  hinders  or  delays  any  iM-rs(»n  otVering  to  vole,  shall  fie  gnilty  ol 
a  mis<lemeanor,  and,  on  eonvietion,  shall  l>e  lined  fi\e  hundred  dollars,  and,  on  failure 
to  |Kiy  the  s:ime,  shall  In*  imprison<*d  in  thec<»unty  jail  for  six  months. 

"Skc.  .'{.'>.  Ji*  it  fuithrr  nwrtut.  That  it  shall  Ik*  tlie  4luty  of  tin-  ins|MTtori«  of  all  elec- 
titins  in  the  eb*<iii»n  jirci-iui'ts.  immediately  on  tlie  elosing  of  the  p<illi«,  to  count  ont  the 
vot4*s  that  have  Ihmmi  ]Ndled.  and.  alter  mi  doing,  to  promptly  certify  the  pidMiM,  M*:il  up 
the  boxes  <'ontaining  the  Uillots  anil  |Millli«t.  and  deliver  them  to  the  returning  oRlrer, 
who  h\vA\  d«'li\er*>urh  sealed  }^txvH  to  thr  judge  of  probate  within  forty-eight  hnnrN  alter 
they  may  be  delivere<l  to  him,  and  take  a  re<>eipt  tnmi  the  judge  of  proliate  for  Hnrh 
M>al«'d  ballot-lM)xes. 

**Sk('.  'M\.  lir  it  furth*r  tHm-tut^  That  judges  of  prr»liate.  sheriflTs,  and  clerkii  of  the  rtr- 
ciiit  court,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  the  several  count if*H.  an*  hereby  coni^titnted  a  board 
(»f  su|M'r\isoi-s  (»f  eUftitms  in  and  for  their  res|Mi'tive  (^>unties;  and  it  nhall  he  the  dntjr 
of  Kiitl  lN>ard  of  hii|mt visors  to  open.  e«im|Kire.  and  c(»unt  the  Imllotn  cast  at  all  elec* 
tions. 

"Sd\  :rr.  lU- H  furthrrnnvtut.  That  it  shall  In*  the  duty  of  the  iNianl  of  ffuperriiora 
of  elections,  u|)on  giMNi  an<I  sufllcent  eviden<-c  that  fraud  hail  iH't^n  per|ietnitiil,  or  nnlaw- 
fill  or  wrongful  means  n-s^irted  to  to  pre\rut  elet-tiirs  troiii  freely  and  fearlewly  caMiog 
their  iKillftts,  to  rej«-<'t  such  ilb-gal  or  Iniuduleiit  votes  nist  at  any  of  nuch  |iollinK  placm, 
whieh  nj<'c*tion.  si>  matli*  as  afon's;iid,  shall  Im*  final,  unless  ap|ie:il  in  taken  within  ten 
day8  to  tile  proUite  enurt;  ami  in  c;ise  of  a  tie  for  any  county  oflieer,  the  hoard  of  snper- 
visi»rs  .^hall  ileeide. 

"Sir.  :H.  IW  it  furthtr  mmtttl.  That  it  shall  Im*  the  duty  of  the  lioanl  of  Hapenrianflv, 
within  li\e  day**  fnun  the  datectf  re<-civing  the  flealeii  Inix<-s  and  certiflnitea  of  the  nnm- 
Int  of  voti*^  ca«t  at  each  |n tiling  plan*  fnmi  the  insi>ei*ton«.  to  make  certifirat«*M,  on  blaiika 
furni<(brd  by  the  stTn-tarv  of  Mate,  of  the  exait  numiNT  of  voteH  niHt  in  tbeir  mnntv  for 
e:u*b  |M*rsiin.  stating  tbeonici*  such  |)enum  is  voted  for,  and  forwanl  them,  exeepting  fur 
govi'iuiir,  lieutenant-governor.  M*4Ti*tary  of  state,  auditor,  treiisurer,  and  attomej-pcrn- 
eral,  to  the  *««cn*tary  of  state,  who  shall.  atUT  such  returiij*  have  lieen  duly  exam iucd  Uy 


SYKES   VS.    SPENCER.  565 

the  secretary  of  stiite,  be  filed  as  other  public  papers  required  to  be  kept  in  his  office, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any  eleKor  of  this  State. 

"Sec.  39.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  hoard  of  supervisors  shall  forward  a  certified 
return  of  election  for  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  auditor,  treasurer, 
and  attorney-general  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate  at  least  thirty  days  before  the 
time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

"Sec.  40.  Be  it  further  tnacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
senate,  within  five  days  after  the  assembling  of  the  general  assembly,  in  the  presence  of  a 
minority  of  the  members  of  the  general  assembly,  to  open  the  returns  and  proclaim  the 
result  of  such  election,  after  which  they  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  secretiiry  of  state, 
as  required  by  section  37  of  this  act. 

*'  Sec.  41.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to 
furnish  from  time  to  time  the  board  of  county  supervisors  with  all  necessary  blanks  upon 
which  to  make  election  returns. 

"Sec.  42.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to 
forward  certificates  of  election  to  such  persons  as  may  be  ascertained  to  be  elected  to  any 
office  in  this  State,  addressed  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  at  the  court-house  of  the  county 
in  which  such  person  returned  as  elected  may  reside,  within  ten  days  alter  receiving  such 
returns  of  election  from  the  supervising  board  of  the  county;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  board  of  supervisors  to  forward  said  election  certificates  to  the  persons  entitled 
thereto. ' ' 

Applying  these  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Alabariia  to  the  respective 
organizations  known  as  the  c-apitol  and  court-house  legislatures,  we  are  not  left  in  doubt 
as  to  which  of  the  two  bodies  was  the  lawful  generiil  assembly. 

The  undersigned  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  which  met  at  the  capitol  and  elected  Mr.'Sykes  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Alabama  were  organized  in  strict  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  State,  and,  thus  organized,  constituted  the  general  assembly, 
and  were  vested  exclusively  with  legislative  power.  To  sustain  the  opinion,  we  need 
only  to  refer  to  facts  which  were  admitted  before  the  committee  or  shown  by  record  evi- 
dence to  be  true. 

In  -pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Alabama,  approved  October  8, 1868, 
hereinbefore  referred  to,  an  election  for  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state, 
treasurer,  attorney -general,  and  other  State  officers,  and  also  for  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  the  general  assembly  was  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  1872,  in  all  the  counties  in  the  State.  The  returns  of  said  election,  certified 
as  by  law  required,  were  made  by  the  boards  of  supervisors  of  election  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  and  were  by  him  filed  in  his  office.  Certificates  of  election  were  then  issued  by 
the  secretary  of  state  to  the  persons  shown  by  said  returns  to  have  been  elected  to  the 
general  assembly,  namely,  to  thirty-three  senators  and  one  hundred  representatives.  The 
duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  this  regard  is  prescribed  by  the  forty-second  section  of 
the  said  act  of  October  8, 1868,  as  follows: 

"Sec.  42.  Be  it  further  ennctcd,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  stateto 
forward  certifiaites  of  election  to  such  persons  as  maybe  ascertained  to  be  elected  to  any 
office  in  this  State,  addressed  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  at  the  court-house  of  the  county 
in  which  such  person  returned  as  elected  may  reside,  within  ten  days  after  receiving  such 
returns  of  election  from  the  supervising  board  of  the  county;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
said  board  of  supervisors  to  forward  said  election  certificates  to  the  persons  entitled 
thereto." 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  election  had  been  held  in  strict  compliance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  law,  or  that  the  persons  to  whom  certificates  of  election  were  issued  had  been 
voted  for  at  said  election  for  the  offices  to  which  they  were  respectively  certified  to  have 
been  elected.  Nor  will  it  be  denied  that  the  board  of  supervisors  of  elections  in  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  the  State  had  made  returns  as  required  by  section  38  of  the  act  aforesaid 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  showing  that  the  persons  to  whom  certificates  of  election  were 
sul>sequontly  issued  had  been  elected  to  the  State  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

Over  these  returns  the  secretary  of  state  had  no  control  other  than  their  custody.  He 
was  required  to  receive  them  and  file  them  in  hisofllce,  and  within  ten  days  to  issue  cer- 
tilicates  to  tie  persons  shown  thereby  to  have  been  elected.  His  duty  was  purely  minis- 
terial, and  enforced  by  penalties  prescribed  by  law. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  secretary  of  state,  in  issuing  and  causing  to  be 
delivered  certificates  of  election  to  the  members  of  the  capitol  legislature  from  Barber 
County,  acted  in  bad  faith,  but  no  evidence  was  ofiered  to  sustain  such  suggestion,  and, 
in  fact,  the  imputation  was  not  pressed  in  argument  before  the  committee. 

In  the  absence  of  any  proof  to  the  contrary,  public  officers  must  be  presumed  to  act  in 
good  faith  in  the  performance  of  official  duty,  and  the  undersigned  know  of  no  reason  for 
denying  to  this  officer  the  vindication  arising  from  such  presumption.     He  sought  the  ad- 
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vice  of  eminent  counsel  of  lx)th  political  bodies  in  reference  to  his  duty  in  the  matter,  ai 
acted  in  accordance  with  their  written  instructions  in  issuing  the  cert  ilicutes  referred  v 

The  constitution  of  Alabama  provides,  Article  IV,  section  21,  as  follows:  **  The  ^'ntrr 
assembly  shall  meet  annually  on  such  day  as  may  be  by  law  prescril>ed,  and  shall  m 
remain  in  session  longer  than  thirty  days,  except  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  eacli  house. 

The  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  hereinbefore  referred  to,  approved  Deeen 
her, 31, 1868,  fixes  the  time  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  general  assembly  on  the  thir 
Monday  of  November  in  each  year. 

Before  proceeding  to  recite  the  facts  connected  with  theorganizatiou  of  the  two  hon-s* 
of  the  capitol  legislature,  it  may  be  proper  to  refer  to  the  following  provisions  of  thet-^n 
stitution  of  Alabama,  showing,  among  other  things,  the  part  to  l>e  taken  by  the  Jieutenani 
governor  and  the  speaker  of  the  last  hoase  of  representatives  in  the  organization  ol  tli 
two  houses  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State,  and  also  that  a  majority  of  each  h»uj 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  and  that  each  house  ** shall  judge  of  theqiwli 
fications,  elections,  and  returns  of  its  members." 

Article  IV,  sections  6  and  7,  are  as  follows: 

"Sec.  6.  The  house  of  representatives,  when  assembled,  shall  choose  a  speaker  and  it 
other  officers;  and  the  senate  shall  choose  a  president,  in  the  ahsence  of  the  lieiitenani 
governor,  and  its  other  officers;  each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications,  elcition- 
and  returns  of  its  own  members,  but  a  contested  election  shall  be  determinwl  in  siu-i 
manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  The  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  h<»ns 
of  representatives  shall  remain  in  ofiice  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

"Sec.  7.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  but . 
smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  comi)el  the  attendance  of 'ab>H» 
members  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  eai'h  house  may  provide."' 

Article  V,  section  16,  of  the  constitution  also  provides: 

"Sec.  16.  The  lieutenant-governor  shall  be  president  of  the  senate,  but  shall  voteonl^ 
when  the  senate  is  equally  divided;  and  in  Ciiseof  his  absence  or  impeachment,  or  whvi 
he  shall  exemso  the  oflice  of  governor,  the  senate  shall  choose  a  president  j^ro  iem})*tn'.' 

Bearing  in  mind  these  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  in  referent  i 
to  the  meeting  and  organization  of  the  two  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  lot  us  iminin 
whether  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  known  as  the  capitol' legislature  nu-i 
and  organized  in  conformity  therewith. 

The  journals  of  the  two  houses  of  the  capitol  legu^lature,  published  by  authority,  sh«>w 
the  following  facts  in  common  with  the  organization  of  the  two  houses.  These  facts  wert 
not  disputed  in  the  argument  before  the  committee. 

(hi  the  18th  day  of  November,  187*2,  being  the  third  Monday  of  said  month,  the  time  pn*- 
scribed  by  law  for  theaunual  meetingof  the  general  a.ssembly,  eighteen  persons  holding  ttr- 
titicates  of  their  election  as  senators  from  the  secrc^tary  of  state  appeared  in  the  .<enate 
chamber  in  the  capitol  at  Montgomery',  and  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  of  the  day  were 
called  to  order  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Moren,  who  was  present  in  conformity  with  the 
requirement  of  the  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  senate  and  pn-siding 
over  its  deliberations.  The  eighteen  menil>ers  present,  constituting  a  quorum  of  the  whole 
number  of  senators,  exhibited  the  certificates  of  their  election  issued  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  enrolled  their  names,  and  took  the  oaths  of  office  administeieil  in  due  form  and  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  officers,  namely,  secretary,  assistant  secretary,  and  other  officers.  On  the 
following  day  another  senator  appeared  in  the  senate  chamber,  was  qualified,  and  took  hi* 
seat  in  the  senate.  The  oaths  of  office  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  Alal)ama  were 
taken  by  these  nineteen  senators  before  the  Hon.  J.  Q.  Smith,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  State,  and  all  the  proceedings  were  conducted  under  the  presidem-y 
of  the  lieutenant-governor,  who  is  made  the  presiding  oflicer  of  the  senate  by  the  consti- 
tution. These  are  the  facts  connected  with  the  meeting  and  organization  of  the  senate: 
let  us  now  in(|uire  into  the  organization  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

It  appears  from  the  journal  of  the  proceedings,  and  is  not  disputed,  that  on  the  18th 
day  of  November,  1872,  being  the  third  Monday  of  said  month,  the  day  fixed  by  law  for 
the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  forty-five  persons  holding  the  certificates  of  their  election 
as  mertibers  of  the  house  of  representatives  convened  in  the  hall  of  the  house  in  the  cap- 
itol at  the  city  of  Montgomer}'^,  and  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  on  that  day  the  house  was 
called  to  order  by  John  P.  Hubbard,  speaker  of  the  last  house  of  representatives.  A 
temporary  clerk  and  doorkeeper  were  appointed,  and  a  call  of  the  house  made,  when 
forty-five  persons  enfolled  their  names,  and,  having  been  duly  sworn,  took  their  seats  as 
members  of  the  house.  The  number  present  l)eing  less  than  a  quorum,  an  adjouniment 
took  place  until  12  o'clock  the  next  day,  when  the  house  again  met.  Thesi)eaker  iK^ing 
in  the  chair,  five  additional  members  having  certificates  ef  election  appeared,  enrolled 
their  names,  were  duly  sworn,  and  took  their  seats  as  members  of  the  house.  The  whole 
iiuml>er  of  members  then  pres^eut  being  fifty,  one  less  than  a  quorum,  the  house  adjourned 
until  11  o'clock  the  following  day.     Pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  house  again  met  on 
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the  20th  November,  when  three  other  members  having  certificates  as  aforesaid  appeared 
and  qualified  by  taking  the  oaths  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and  took  their  seats  as 
raenil)ers  of  the  body. 

Fifty-three  members  of  the  hoase  were  present  on  that  day,  and,  being  a  qnornm  of 
the  whole  number  of  representatives,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  speaker  and  other 
officers. 

Mr.  Stone,  a  member  from  Pickens,  received  61  votes  for  speaker,  and  was  declared 
duly  and  constitutionally  elected  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  by  the  pre- 
siding officer.  Mr.  Stone  then  qualified  as  speaker  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office.  Other  officers  of  the  house  were  elected  on  the  same  day,  some  of 
them  receiving  as  many  as  53  votes,  and  the  house,  on  the  said  20th  day  of  November, 
thus  became  fully  organized. 

After  the  organization  of  the  house,  to  wit,  on  the  25th  of  November,  another  member 
appeared  and  also  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

All  the  proceedings  in  the  organization  of  the  two  houses  appear  to  have  been  orderly, 
regular,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  State.  Both  houses  assembled  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the 
genenil  assembly  in  their  respective  chambers  in  the  State  capitol,  set  apart  and  appro- 
priated by  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  use  of  the  resi)eotive  houses  of  the  general 
assembly. 

The  senate  was  presided  over  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  the  house  of  representa- 
tives by  the  speaker  of  the  last  house  during  the  whole  time  of  the  organization  of  the 
respective  bodies,  and  a  quorum  of  members  holding  certificates  of  election  issued  by  the 
secretary  of  state  as  required  by  law  were  present  in  each  house  and  duly  qualified,  and 
participated  in  such  organization  and  in  the  further  proceedings  of  the  two  bodies. 

Both  houses  of  the  capitol  legislature  having  organized  notified  the  governor  that 
they  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might  have  to  make  to  the  general 
assembly.  The  constitution  of  Alabama,  Artixjle  V,  section  7,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
governor  to  "communicate  at  every  session  by  message  to  the  general  assembly  the 
condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend  such  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. "  In 
performance  of  this  duty,  Robert  B.  Lindsay,  then  governor  of  the  State,  on  the  2-2d  day 
of  November,  1872,  sent  his  annual  message  in  writing  to  the  capitol  legislature,  a  copy 
of  which  was  delivered  to  each  house. 

This  action  of  the  governor  in  the  performance  of  a  duty  imposed  by  the  constitution 
was  an  unequivocal  recognition  by  the  executive  department  of  the  State  of  the  capitol 
legislature  as  the  lawful  general  assembly  of  Alabama,  and  is  entitled  to  weight  in  the 
consideration  of  the  question  referred  to  the  committee. 

After  the  organization  of  the  two  houses  of  the  capitol  legislature,  further  proceedings 
were  had  by  those  houses  to  which  it  may  be  proper  here  to  advert. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  provides,  in  Article  V,  sections  2  and  3,  as  follows: 

"Sec.  2.  The  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer,  and  attor- 
ney-general shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  the  auditor  for  the  term 
of  four  years. 

"  Sec.  3.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  the  offices  named  in  the  preceding  section 
shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  government  by  the  reluming  officers, 
directed  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  who,  during  the  first  week  of  the  session, 
shall  open  and  publish  the  same  in  the  presence  of  a  miyority  of  the  meml>ers  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly;  the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  duly 
elected,  but  if  two  or  more  shall  be  highest  and  equal  in  votes  lor  the  same  office,  one  of 
them  shall  be  chosen  by  the  joint  vote  of  both  houses.  Contested  elections  for  executive 
officers  shall  be'determined  by  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law.*' 

For  the  purpose  of  complying  with  these  provisions  of  the  constitution,  the  two  houses 
of  the  capitol  legislature,  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  1872,  under  a  resolution  previ- 
ously i^assed,  met  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  witness  the  opening  and 
counting  of  the  returns  of  the  election  of  the  officers  named  in  section  2  above  cited. 
Lieutenant-Grovemor  Moren,  the  then  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  and  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  senate,  to  whom  said  returns  had  been  directed  by  the  returning  officers, 
in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  two  houses  proceeded  to  open  and 
count  ^le  said  returns;  and  on  the  following  day,  the  opening  and  counting  thereof  hav- 
ing been  completed,  the  lieutenant-governor,  as  presiding  officer  of  the  senate,  published 
the  result  of  the  election  as  shown  by  the  count  of  the  returns;  and  thereupon  the  Hon. 
David  P.  Lewis  was  declared  elected  governor  and  Alexander  McKinstry  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  State,  who  were  duly  notified  thereof  and  afterward  took  the  oaths  pre- 
scribed, and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices.  The 
election  of  the  other  State  officers  was  also  duly  declared,  and  said  officers  afterward 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  several  offices. 
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These  proceedings  of  the  two  houses  of  the  capitol  legislature  were  had  in  fiilillliDtiit 
of  duties  imposed  by  the  constitution  of  Alabama  on  the  general  assembly  of  the  State- 
duties  essential  to  the  regular  and  orderly  transmission  of  the  execative  offices  from  thr 
possession  of  incumbents  whose  terms  have  expired  to  their  legally  electetl  successor? 
in  office.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  functions  devolved  upon  tbc  legislature,  aod 
its  honest  performance  secures  the  existence  of  legitimate  execative  goverumcnt  in  the 
State. 

No  suggestion  has  been  made  from  any  quarter  that  in  counting  the  retains  and  de- 
claring the  election  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  other  State  officers  the 
capitoJ  legislature  exceeded  its  authority  or  did  not  act  fairly  and  imptartially. 

The  said  legislature  during  its  existence  enacted  at  least  one  statate,  which  is  still  a 
law  of  the  State,  and  the  validity  of  which  has  never  been  called  in  qnestion,  and,  at 
the  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  proceeded  to  elect  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  on  the  H»th 
day  of  December,  1872,  Francis  W.  Sykes,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  was  elec-ted  such  Sen- 
ator, in  conlbrmity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid  relating  to  the 
election  of  Senators. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  no  element  was  wanting  essential  to  the  validity 
of  the  election  of  the  contestant,  Mr.  Sykes,  or  the  legal  existence  of  the  legislatuix* 
that  elected  him;  they  therefore  declare  it  as  their  judgment,  based  upon  a  thorough 
and  careful  investigation  of  every  question  of  law  or  fact  th^t  could  arise  in  the  case, 
that  Francis  W.  Sykes,  on  the  said  10th  day  of  December,  1872,  was  legally  elected  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  constitutional  term  c^ommencing  on  the  -Ith 
day  of  March,  1873,  and  is  entitled  to  the  seat  now  held  by  the  Hon.  George  E.  Spencer. 

The  lawfulness  of  the  capitol  legislature  cannot  be  denied  or  the  validity  of  it»*  acts 
questioned,  because  a  minority  of  the  persons  holding  certificates  of  election  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  entitled  to  seats  therein,  chose  factiously  or  otherwise  to  al>sent 
themselves  and  to  assemble  at  a  diflerent  place. 

The  senate  chamlxT  and  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  capitol,  erected 
at  the  public  expense  and  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  senate  and  hoase,  and  useil  ex- 
clusively by  the  two  houses  respectively  during  the  .sessions  of  preceding  legislatun^, 
were  the  proper,  usual,  and  fitting  i)laces  for  the  assembling  of  the  two  honses  of  the 
general  assembly.  No  justification  or  excuse  can  be  found  for  the  action  of  the  jjersoos 
entitled  to  seats  therein  as  members  in  absenting  themselves  from  the  hall  dedicated  to 
the  use  of  the  bodies  in  which  they  were  entitled  to  be  seated.  No  violence,  threats, 
or  intimidation  is  alleged  to  have  prevented  them  from  so  doing. 

The  lieutenant-governor  was  present  at  the  senate  chamber,  and  the  .speaker  of  the 
last  house  of  representatives  was  in  the  hall  of  the  house  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law 
for  the  annual  meetinij:  of  the  geneml  a.ssembly,  for  the  purpose  of  a.ssi.HtinK  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  respective  houses  in  ol>edience  to  the  requirements  of  the  constitution 
of  the  State.  In  these  halls  the  people  of  Alabama  expected  all  persons  entitletl  to 
seats  as  members  in  cither  house  to  be  present  and  qualify  as  legislators.  By  cl<*ar  im- 
plication of  law  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so,  and  their  failure  to  jierform  tluit  duty  oinnot 
derogate  from  the  rightful  authority. of  the  legislature  there  assembleil,  or  impair  the 
validity  of  any  act  done  in  pursuance  of  the  legislative  power  with  which  it  was  clothed. 
The  absence  of  any  number  of  persons  entitlai  to  seats  in  a  legislative  l>ody,  or  their 
refusal  to  act  with  the  body,  from  whatever  cau.se  such  al>sence  or  refusjil  might  o<»cor. 
could  not  prevent  the  organization  of  the  body  or  render  its  action  illegal,  provided  a 
quoruiu  was  present,  and  the  organization  took  place  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  State. 

If  this  is  not  true,  then  it  follows  that  a  factions  minority  may,  by  the  mere  refas;il  to 
qualify  and  participate  in  the  organization  of  the  legislature,  destroy  or  suspend  the 
action  of  the  law-making  department  of  the  government  at  its  pleasure.  Such  a  jxi^i- 
tion  carried  to  its  logical  conclusion  would  place  it  in  the  power  o(  one  memljer-clcct  of 
the  legislature  to  defeat  the  organization  of  the  ho<ly  to  which  he  was  elected  by  refus- 
ing to  participate  therein,  and  thus  overthrow  goo<i  government  in  the  State.  Aljsiird  as 
such  a  proposition  may  seem,  it  could  lie  sustained  by  the  same  arguments  that  deny  to 
the  capitol  legislature  the  character  of  Iwing  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Nor  can  the  fact  that  some  of  the  persons  holding  the  certificiites  of  election,  i^ued 
by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  seated  thereon  in  the  capitol  legislature  may  not  ha\e 
lien  elected  to  such  places  by  the  votes  cast  at  the  election,  impair  the  validity  of  the 
org:iuizatiou  of  the  .senate  and  house  of  representatives  constituting  the  capitol  legis- 
lature. 

Evpr>'  meml)er  who  took  his  seat  in  either  house  presented  the  only  evidence  of  his 
riglit  to  a  seat  re<iuire<l  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  such  evidence  entitled  him  to  a 
seat  in  the  house  to  which  he  was  accrt-diteil  until  i^  .should  be  made  to  appear  by  a 
conti>st  tliat  his  right  was  not  good. 
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For  contesting  the  seat  of  any  member  of  either  house  of  the  general  assembly  the 
laws  of  Alabama  fully  provide,  and  every  person  claiming  a  seat  in  either  house  may, 
if  entitled  thereto,  obtain  the  same  upon  a  contest  made  in  accordance  with  law.  But- 
untll-such  contest  is  successfully  itiade  the  person  seated  as  a  member  upon  the  certifi- 
cate of  election  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state  has  all  the  constitutional  and  legal  rights 
of  a  member  of  the  legislature.  His  acts  and  the  acts  of  the  body  of  which  he  is  a 
member  are  as  valid  and  binding  as  though  he  had  been  elected  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  electors  of  his  county  or  district. 

It  is  hot  alleged  or  insinuated  that  any  member  of  either  house  of  the  capitol  legis- 
lature holds  the  certificate  upon  which  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  by  reason  of  any  fraud, 
artifice,  or  contrivance  of  his  own;  but  if  such  had  been  the  fiict,  or  if  any  member  of 
the  said  legislature  seated  on  such  certificate  had  not  in  fact  been  elected,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter over  which  the  said  legislature  had  exclusive  cognizance,  and  into  which  the  Senate 
cannot  properly  inquire. 

Each  house  of  the  general  assembly  of  Alabama  is  the  exclusive  judge  of  '*  the  elec- 
tion returns  and  qualification  of  its  members,"  and  any  inquiry  into  such  question  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  would  be  as  unwarranted  by  precedent  as  it  would  prove 
dangerous  in  practice. 

In  a  contest  like  the  one  now  under  consideration,  between  two  persons  elected  to  the 
Senate  by  different  bodies,  each  claiming  to  be  the  legislature  of  the  State,  the  Senate 
may  look  into  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  to  ascertain  which  of  the  two  bodies, 
if  either,  has  been  organized  in  conformity  with  their  provisions,  but  it  cannot  rightfully 
inquire  into  the  election  returns  and  qualifications  of  the  members  of  either  body. 

If  the  Senate  could  enter  upon  such  inquiry,  where  would  be  the  limitation  upon  its 
prerogatives?  Could  it  not  just  as  legitimately  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which  any 
election  officer  had  performed  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  even  into  the  qualification  of 
the  electors  who  had  voted  for  members  of  the  State  legislature? 

The  undersigned  would  not  restrict  the  Senate  in  its  constitutional  right  to  judge  of 
the  election  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  but  would  regret  its  assump- 
tion of  powers  belonging  exclusively  to  the  two  houses  of  the  State  legislature. 

It  may  be  true  that  persons  will  sometimes  be  returned  members  of  the  legislature 
through  the  failure  of  election  officers  to  make  the  proper  returns,  but  the  person  de- 
prived of  his  seat  in  the  legislature  by  reason  of  such  failure  has  his  remedy  in  a  contest 
before  the  body  to  which  he  may  have  been  elected.  Such  contests  are  neither  unusual 
nor  improper.  It  is  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  laws  of  every  State  for  the  correction  of 
such  errors,  and  in  none  more  fully«4han  in  the  laws  of  Alabama.  The  failure  of  any 
I)erson  or  number  of  persons,  deprived  of  their  seats  in  the  legislature  by  the  default  of 
election  officers  to  make  such  contests,  would  not  justify  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  The  person  so  returned  would  have  all  the  rights,  and 
could  properly  perform  all  the  duties,  of  any  other  member  until  deprived  of  his  seat  in 
the  mode  pointed  out  by  law.  A  contrary  doctrine  has  never  received  the  assent  of  any 
respectable  court  or  any  legislative  body  in  this  land. 

If  we  should  go  further,  and,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit  it  to  be  true,  as  alleged, 
that  the  members  from  Marengo  and  Barber  Counties  seated  in  the  capitol  legislature 
upon  certificates  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state  were  not  in  fact  elected  to  the  legisla- 
ture by  the  votes  actually  cast  at  the  election,  still  we  confidently  assert  that  the  returns 
of  election  made  by  the  supervisors  of  election,  who  are  made  judges  of  the  facts  by  the 
laws  of  Alabama,  and  the  certificate  of  their  election,  entitled  them  to  be  seated  as  mem- 
bers, and  to  hold  their  seats  until  displaced  upon  a  contest,  and  that,  as  such,  every  act 
they  performed  was  as  vjJid  as  though  they  had  received  every  vote  cast  at  the  election. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  facts  connected  with  the  organization  and  history  of  the  assem- 
blage of  persons  who  met  at  the  United  States  district  court- rooms,  and  known  as  the 
court-house  legislature.  It  met  on  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  general 
assembly.  No  public  notice,  through  the  papers  or  otherwise,  was  given  of  an  inten- 
tion on  the  part  o^  any  persons  claiming  to  have  been  elected  to  the  legislature  to  meet 
at  that  place,  and  no  information  was  given  to  the  lieutenant-governor,  speaker  of  the 
last  house  of  representatives,  or  any  of  the  membets-elect,  other  than  those  there  assem- 
bled, of  such  purpose.  No  previous  legislature  had  ever  held  its  sessions  at  the  court- 
rooms, which  belonged  to  the  United  States  and  not  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  no 
person  holding  a  certificate  as  a  member  of  either  house  other  than  those  who  there 
assembled  could  possibly  have  deemed  it  a  proper  and  appropriate  place  for  the  meeting 
of  the  legislature. 

The  senate  of  the  court-house  legislature  consisted  of  fourteen  persons  holding  certifi- 
cates of  election  as  senators,  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and  of  five  other  persons 
(enough  to  constitute  a  quorum  of  a  full  senate)  who  held  no  such  certificates.  Their 
deliberations  were  presided  over  by  one  of  their  number,  chosen  as  temporary  president 
during  the  organization,  and  until  after  the  lieutenant-governor-elect  had  been  inducted 
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into  oflice.  This  body  never  had  more  than  fourteen  members  (less  than  a  qnonin. 
holding  certiljcates  ot'  election  issued  by  the  secretary  of  state  in  pursuuDce  oi'  law.  ai-: 
at  no  tim*.*  hail  a  quonim  of  the  persons  actually  elected  to  the  State  senate. 

The  house  of  representatives  at  the  court- rooms  consisted  of  forty -six  i>ensou.s.  to  »h.  li 
certiticates  of  election  as  membersof  the  house  of  representatives  had  l)eeo  issued  by  thr 
secretary  of  sti\te.  in  pursuance  of  law,  and  of  a  sufficient  number  of  other  persoo*.  hold- 
ing no  such  certiticates,  to  constitute  a  quonim  of  a  full  house  of  representativt*s.  NC-t 
of  the  i>ersf>ns  seated  as  members  in  this  body  had  not  been  elected  meinl^ersof  thelt-ji- 
lature,  and  made  no  claim  as  such  to  seatH  in  the  fusion  legislatare.  afterward  organizHi 
under  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Attorney- General  of  the  United  States. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  two  houses  of  the  court-honse  legislatiirr.a 
joint  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  Governor  Lindsay,  and  inlbrni  him  of  ihtir 
readiness  to  receive  any  communication  from  him.  The  governor  rightfully  declintti  to 
rectognize  them  as  the  general  assembly,  and  sent  his  annual  message,  as  before  .stated. 
to  the  capitol  legislature. 

Governor  Lewis,  alter  being  legally  inductecl  into  office  by  the  protteediogs  hereinV- 
fore  stutcnl  in  the  capitol  legislature,  co-operated  with  the  assemblage  of  persons  at  ti» 
court-r(K)ms.  and  professed  to  regard  them  as  a  de  facto  legislature. 

The  ground  up<m  whi<h  Mr.  Spencer,  who  was  elected  by  this  eonrt-hoiise  boily.  j»rw- 
icates  its  claim  to  recognition  by  the  Senate  as  the  rightful  legislatnrf  of  Alalxima.  \i 
not  that  it  existed  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  Jaws  of  the 
State,  but  ui»ou  the  unsustaine<l  allegation  that  a  majority  of  the  members,  )M»th  ut  Vm 
senate  and  house,  some  of  whom  held  no  certificates  of  election,  were  elected  bv  :i  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  cast  in  their  respective  counties  and  districts. 

Jf  the  truth  of  such  alleg:ition  was  a  legitimate  subject  of  inquiry  in  this  bodv:  ii  the 
Senate  of  the  I'nited  States  could  propc'rly  judge  of  the  election  of  memlx-rs  of  a  Mate 
legislature  (whirh  the  undersigned  most  emphatic;illy  deny),it  would  not  ]>o  ditViciiIt  to 
demonstrate  that  the  court-hous<?  senate  at  no  time  had  a  quorum  of  nieniU*rs  ehcttd  l»v 
the  voters  of  the  senatorial  districts  in  which  thev  reside. 

Those  who  assert  that  the  meml)ers  at  the  court-house  legislaturtr  wen;  clectt^l  b\  the 
votes  cast  rely  on  the  fact  that  persons  holding  no  <*erti  litotes  of  el  faction,  and  who  were 
members  of  the  court- roo  in  **.  were  aiterwardadiuittid  toseatsin  the  fusion  K*t^is!iture.  It 
will  bu  remembered  that  the  fusion  of  the  capitol  and  (rourt-houselegislatun-?-  tcKik  plai-e 
upon  an  arbitrary  plan  proposed  by  theAttorncv-CJeneral  of  thelnitod  Stati-^.  hMvitrj;  to 
i>ers«>ns  claiming  seats  the  right  to  make  a  contest  lor  the  same. 

Without  going  into  the  history'  of  its  pr(H'«*edings  it  is  surticient  to  state  tliat  Mr.  Mil- 
ler, who  was  a  member  of  the  court-house  senate,  holding  no  certilic;«tf  of  cU-cnnn.  and 
whose  presemre  was  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum,  and  who  voled  f<»r  Mr.  Sikmrit, 
was,  by  proceedings  the  most  arbitrary,  illegal,  and  tyrannical,  admitted  to  .;  >«-:;:  iu  the 
fusion  legislature  as  a  senator  from  the  senatorial  district  composed  of  lUitleraUfl  (  tMiecuh 
and  part  of  Ksciunbia  Counties  over  Mr.  Martin,  who  held  the  certilicatc  of  «*kH*tion.  and 
who  has  received  a  large  majority  of  thevotcscast  lor  senator  at  the  election.  Thisarbi- 
trary  and  tyrannical  proceeding  to  seat  Mr.  Miller  iu  the  lu.>.ion  senate  wa>i  dcubtle^s 
deemed  necess;iry  to  give  color  to  his  participation  in  the  senate  at  the  court -nH»ms. 
which,  without  his  presence,  hud  no  quorum  of  membei-s  claiming  to  have  In-en  electeil. 

The  legality  of  the  ccmrt-house  legi.slature  and  the  validity  of  its  pi o<.*ee< lings  ihjxrud 
not  ujKjn  what  took  place  iu  the  fusion  legislature,  but  must  rest  uiK>n  its  own  eonibrm- 
ity  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  Tested  by  these  require- 
ments, it  can  claim  no  higher  character  than  that  of  a  revolutionary  body  orgiinized  in 
contempt  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Alabama  and  in  disreganl  of  good  order  and 
legitimate  government  in  the  State. 

An  argument  was  made  before  the  committee  in  favor  of  the  legality  of  the  court- 
house legislature  drawn  from  the  fact  that  a  joint  resolution  was  p;i.ssed  in  the  fusion 
house  of  representatives  declaring  in  substance  that  the  court-house  legislature  w:ls  the 
lawful  general  assembly  of  the  State.  , 

This  resolution,  which  did  not  jwss  the  senate,  was  voted  for  in  the  hon.<e  onlv  hv 
members  of  the  court-house  boily  seated  in  the  fusion  legislature,  and  wtis  an  alH>rtiv*e 
attempt  to  ju.-stify  and  render  valid  their  own  illegal  proceedings.  It  is  submitted  that 
no  subsequent  declaration,  by  one  or  both  of  the  two  hou.ses  of  the  fusion  h'gislatnn*. 
could  have  had  the  effect  to  render  that  legal  which  was  before  illegid.  Much  less  could 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  ouj?  hou-se  to  do  so  have  that  effect.  At  bi^t  it  was  but  the 
vain  effort  of  pei'sons  whose  pn^vious  action  was  irregular  and  revoluti»mary  to  ci>U4lono 
their  own  contempt  and  disregird  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  This  argu- 
ment, feeble  :vs  the  eausc  it  is  intended  to+justain.  is  unworthy  of  iimsidenition.  and  we 
pass  it  without  further  notice. 

It  was  alleged  in  argument  In'fore  the  committee  that  the  ol)s\rvance  of  the  provision 
of  the  constitution  requiring  the  lieutenant-governor  topre.Mdein  the  senate,  and  the 
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presidency  of  the  speaker  of  the  last  house  of  representatives  in  the  house,  the  meeting 
of  the  general  assembly  in  the  State  capitol,  and  the  issuing  of  certificates  of  election  lo 
members  of  the  legislature  by  the  secretary  of  state,  based  upon  returns  macle  to  hirii 
by  the  supervisors  of  election,  was  not  necessary  to  constitute  a  valid  legislature,  but 
that  these  provisions  are  mere  matters  of  form  which  may  be  dispensed  with  at  pleasure. 

The  undei-signed  cannot  concur  in  views  so  narrow  of  constitutional  and  legal  require- 
ments, and  while  admitting  that  in  the  presence  of  overwhelming  and  absolute  necessity 
matters  of  form,  even  when  prescribed  by  law,  may  be  dispensed  with,  yet  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  such  necessity  what  might  otherwise  be  treated  as  matters  of  Ibrm,  if 
prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  become  matters  of  substance  not 
to  be  disregarded,  but  must  be  strictly  observed.  In  the  present  case  no  such  necessity 
can  be  pleaded.  Party  exigency  alone  prompted  and  is  brought  forward  to  sustain  the 
utter  disregard  by  the  court-house  legislature  of  requisites  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  Alabama  and  designed  to  perpetuate  legitimate  government  in  the  State. 

Are  these  requisites,  deemed  of  sulhcient  importance  to  be  incorporated  into  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  State,  to  be  degraded  to  mere  matters  of  form,  the  observance 
of  which-may  be  disregarded  at  the  suggestion  of  party  interest?  It  might  with  the 
same  truth  be  contended  that  the  taking  of  the  prescribed  oaths  of  office  by  members  of 
the  legislature  may  be  dispensed  with,  or  that  the  execution  of  bonds  required  to  be 
given  by  a  public  oflficer  before  entering  upon  his  office  are  mere  matters  of  form. 

Let  us  tutn  to  the  law  of  Alabama  relating  to  the  issuing  by  the  secretary  of  state  of 
certiticates  of  election  to  members  of  the  legislature,  to  see  whether  it  is  only  matter  of 
Ibrm,  to  which  no  importance  is  attached. 

Section  .So  ol  the  law  of  October  8,  1868,  hereinbefore  referred  to,  makes  it  the  duty 
of  inspectors  of  elections  to  count  the  votes  polled  and  certify  the  jwll-list,  seal  up  the 
Ijoxes  containing  the  ballots  and  poll-list,  and  deliver  them  to  a  returning  officer  to  be 
delivered  to  the  judge  of  probate  for  the  county. 

Section  36  of  said  law  constitutes  the  judges  of  probate,  sheriffs,  and  clerks  of  tht; 
circuit  court  boards  of  supervisors  of  election,  and  makes  it  their  duty  to  open,  compare, 
and  count  the  ballots  cast  at  the  election;  and  the  next  succeeding  section  confers  upou 
them  power  and  makes  it  their  duty  to  reject  illegal  and  fraudulent  votes. 

Section  38  makes  it  the  dut}'  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  within  live  days  after  receiv- 
ing; the  said  boxes  amtaiuing  the  ballots  and  poll-list^,  to  certify  the  number  of  votes 
(uost  in  the  county  for  each  person,  stating  the  office  he  is  voted  (or,  and  to  Ibrward  such 
certiticate  (except  for  certain  named  officers)  to  the  se(Tetarj'  of  state  to  be  filed  in  his 
office.  These  are  the  steps  to  be  taken  preliminary  to  the  issuing  of  certificates  by  the 
secretary  of  state. 

Section  42  of  the  said  law,  hereinbefore  recited,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary, 
within  ten  days  after  receiving  the  returns  and  certificates  of  the  supervisors  of  election, 
to  issue  certificates  of  election  to  the  person  shown  by  said  returns  to  have  been  elected. 

Is  this  all  matter  of  Ibrm?  Is  there  no  meaning  to  be  attached  to  these  provisions  of 
law  for  ascertaining  who  has  been  elected  to  the  general  assembly?  Why,  then,  the 
provisions  of  law  imposing  penalties  upon  the  election  officers  and  the  secretary  of  state 
for  neglecting  tte  |)erformancc  of  the  duty  imposed? 

We  admit  that  the  legislature  of  the  State,  upon  a  contest  for  a  seat  in  either  house, 
may  go  behind  the  certificates  and  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  but  that  is  a  right 
conferred  by  the  constitutional  provision  making  each  house  '*the  judge  of  the  elections, 
returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  members." 

The  right  of  any  number  of  the  members-elect  to  the  legislature  to  disregard  these 
provisions  of  the  law  and  treat  them  as  nullities  cannot  be  conceded.  The  same  board 
of  supervisors  of  election  that  certified  to  the  secretiiry  of  state  the  election  of  members 
of  the  general  assembly  also  certified  under  provision  of  law  the  vote  for  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  treasurer,  and  other  State  officers  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
senate,  who  opened  and  published  the  result,  as  before  mentioned. 

What  would  be  thought  of  the  opposing  candidates  for  these  offices  who  would  at- 
tempt to  disregard  the  certificates  of  the  supervisors  and  the  ascertainment  of  the  result 
of  the  election  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  claiming  that  they  were  mere  matters 
of  Ibrm,  and  attempt  to  seize  the  offices  for  which  they  had  been  candidates  on  the 
allegation  that  they  had  been  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  electors? 

No  one  would  sustain  such  revolutionary  action,  even  if  it  was  certain  that  the  allega- 
tion was  true  Their  remedy  woufd  be  by  contests  for  the  offices,  under  the  provisions 
of  law.  And  until  that  remedy  had  been  tried,  no  one  would  justify  a  resort  to  other 
means,  even  to  correct  an  admitted  wrong.  Such  revolutionary  action,  however,  would 
not  be  less  indefensible  than  the  conduct  of  the  court-house  assemblage.  Indeed,  they 
stand  on  precisely  the  same  ground,  and  any  mo<lc  of  argumentation  that  can  justify  the 
one  might  be  employed  to  sustain  the  other. 

It  is  only  by  construing  the  constitutional  and  legal  provisions  relating  to  the  organ!- 
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zatioD  of  the  Rcnoral  assembly  as  nuTo  iiiattors  of  fDnu  tliat  the  snpjx)rti'i>*  f»!'  ihr  tmiit- 
housi'  lo^iislatun*  <':m  attempt  to  justify  its  action  or  claim  for  it  the  rtfu^fiiitioii  of  tin* 
Scnatt*;  yot  jio  iM)sition<'oul<l  Ih»  iiion*  iintrnabU*,  iiiisdiiiuI,  or  irrational.  KM-ry  iinivisioii 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Alabama  relating  Ut  the  election  o!  memlM-rstif  the  le;ii>- 
lature  mi^ht  with  the  s;i!ne  proi)riety  lu'  tnuited  ;l«*  mere  form:  the  n-j^istnition  of  voter*, 
the  a]>])ointnient  of  insjM'ctors  and  otlier  oflicers  to  c(»ndnct  the  election — th<*  votiii;*  liy 
iKillot.  the  keeping;  of  poll-lists,  the  (fonntin^;  of  tin*  vj>tes.  in  short,  everyihini^  n'ljuintl 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Alabama  for  ^uanlin^  the  ele<*tion  and  asi'ertainin«;  tbt* 
result  nn'«^ht  be  dis)R'nsed  with  as  matters  (»f  foim,  for  tht>  siime  reasons  that  yon  e:in  dis- 
IM'nst*  with  the  returns  and  eertific:ites  re<|uin-d  to  1m>  made  by  the  insjHrtors  and  iHmnls 
of  su|K*rvisors  of  cloeticm,  and  the  certilic:ites  in  e<mformity  therewith  retjuired  to  Ih» 
isKunl  by  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  liict  that  provision  is  ma<le  by  law  for  nmtestin^  the  seats  of  members  of  the  leg- 
islature si*ated  U|K)n  tl'ie  returns  and  <'crtilicates  referred  to  by  in-rson**  <'laimin^  to  liavr 
been  elected,  is. a  i*on<'liLsive  arj^ument  a^iinst  the  jHisition  that  s;ii<I  returns  and  et>rtiti- 
cat<»s  are  matters  of  Ibrm  only,  and  may  be  <lisre;;anled  at  i)leasure.  The  law  attaeln'H  tit 
siiid  cert i ilea tt»s  such  im]>ortance  that  a  cimtest  is  reiiuired  to  show  that  th<\vare  not  m^r- 
re<'t.     This  is  the  etVect  ^iven  to  such  returns  an<1  «'«*rtificates  by  the  lawsof  .Malkinui. 

While,  however,  these  ])ri»visions  «if  law  lor  cont«*stinji  the  ri;:ht  ol  memlH-fs  of  tlif 
legislature  admitted  to  s^'at^  uimiu  the  (>videnc(^  t»f  such  returns  and  e<Ttili(*ates  denicin- 
Htrate  that  thevare  not  matters  of  form  nien-lv,  thev  furnished  the  renicdv,  and  theonlv 
\v^\i\  remedy,  for  opiMtKin^  4^:1  n<iidat<'»4  who  claimed  to  have  iH'cn  elected  ti>  the  Kent-nil 
a'*s«*mblv. 

S(»  far  as  the  (*ourt-hous(?  meiulM^rs  who  held  certitic^iti's  of  eh-ction  were  contHTnrtl, 
there  \\;is  no  ne<*essity  for  a  contt^st;  they  had  the  ri<:bt,  and  would  have;  Inh'U  admitttd 
ti»  seats  ill  the  cajtitol  legislature  uinm  the  ])resentation  of  such  f^'ttificati-s:  and.  hid 
tht  re  Ix'rn  a  majority  of  Ke))ublican  members  who  had  4*ertitic«ites  (»f  ele<'lion,  th<-y  iKmbt- 
le>s  w<iuld  have  lN>en  pri's<-nt  at  the  c:ipitol  anil  takm  their  st'Uts  as  nieniberH.  The  f.ici 
that  they  were  in  a  minority  could  not  rele:u<e  I  hem  Ironi  the  obli^^.ition  of  oln-yiu;:  law 
i»r  jU'.tifv  their  contempt  of  its  pn>Msion>.  lOvcrysentiuieiit  of  ]).itrioiisiti  ami  evi-rv  mii- 
sideration  ari^^in^  from  citi/enship.  no  less  than  tlieduty  imp(»s<*4l  by  the  {Misithni  towhii  h 
they  had  been  ele<'te<l,  united  in  dcmandin*;  their  f»bedience  to  the  laws  of  their  State. 
In  n-fusin^  that  olK'<li<'n<'e,  and  dis4»beyin;:  the  fundamental  and  statute  hiMsof  Alaluma, 
th<-y  assumed  theattitmle  of  revolutionists,  and  put  in  jeo]>;irfly  the  jMiu'e  andpK>il  oidiT 
of  soiietv. 

No  jKirty  e\i;»en<'y  <'an  excus*-  such  p<M  titty  or  condtiue  its  criminality.  It  wiis  an  mtir 
disre;:ard  of  law  which  this  S<'nate  cann«tt  pro{M>rly  indorM*  by  rentuni/in;:  the  court- 
)iou<M-  a>-<cmblai:c  as  the  legislature  of  the  State. 

Such  prix'crilinjis  would  ha\e  met  with  stern  n-buke  in  the  eailit  rdays  of  the  KepuMir, 
andean  o:il\  now  finil  countenance  and  sym|>iithy  from  that  toleration  of  laub.ssiii-vH 
which  liMiks  with  indilVerence.  if  not  appro\al.  u|H>n  the  <iverthrow'  of  Ie;;itiniate  ^lui ni- 
nn-nt  anil  ilie  snb>titnlit»nof  a  des|>oti^m  support4'<l  by  Teflend  |N»wer  in  one  of  the  States 
of  thi«  I  nion. 

Th«'  lefusd  to  ^ivt'  to  Mr.  Svke.s  the  M<at  w  hirh  he  r]aim<>  in  thi**  InnIv  wouIiI  1m-  a  ilet'Li- 
rat  inn  ^n  ih«-  ]»art  of  the  Si-nat<*  that  the  lepsl.itnie  that  ele<'te«l  him  wa<  ni»t  the  lawful 
p'n«'ral  a-M  inbly  ot  the  State;  that  thi-nnislitulional  pro\ision  re(|uirin;^  the  lirulenant- 
pixi-rnor  tti  picNidf  in  the  si'uatr  ba.<«  no  meaning:  that  no  imiM»i1ance  aliaihe*>  to  tin* 
irtuiux  III. nil-  by  the  vii|H-r\  is4)rs  of  rbi'tions  as  rei|uireil  by  law,  tir  !«>  the  cert i tit .itt*o  of 
cliciion  i«.-iiiil  to  nii  in!Hr>«  bv  tin-  .srrrftarv  i»f  stitr  in  ciiiitbrmitv  with  such  letiirnoi; 
that  I  111-  li  t^.d  asi-«'itainment  of  who  constitute  the  memlNTs  nf  til**  re*>|M-eti\e  bnUM-"  nf 
till'  li".;j^  1.1  lure  ami  «\erv  requirement  of  law  tor  such  as«-ertainnient  were  uiuiiifH«.irv 
ami  nn;^!it  be  di^iiH-n^^cd  with  in  thi>  oryani/..ition  of  tin*  two  Iioum*?*:  thai  no  si^niiieanee 
aitarlir^  !•»  the  pri>\  isiuns  of  law  fi>r  the  erfi-tion  of  a  Stall*  capitut  and  the  apjnopiiuiiuii 
of  hilU  ihi-M-in  tor  tin-  »i«-nati-  a!)d  house  of  repri'.^-ntati\is:  iiiNhoit.  that  theiib«>  ^«.lnl-l• 
llfl-••n^lilllti•>nal  ami  lipil  rit|uiiem<  nt>i«  wlmlly  uintc(-fs>.iiyiind  noteiH^'ntial  tothe  leiial 
f\i^ririri' i)f  lr^i>l.iiive  biMljes  in  theSt.it- of  Alab.im. I.  Mr  S\  ke- wa*  elcited  b_%  a  b-^t- 
latiMc  mi!  in  piii>«n.incr  of  r\(-iy  rei|uin-meni  of  law.  No  one  dispnir^  that  the  li«-u- 
teii.ii;!  ui'Xi'iniM  pn-^'idiil  in  iln-srn.itr  and  the  ''p.  .iki-r  of  thi- la^t  lnMiM'of  rcpresi'ht.itivi-^ 
in  ill!  hiiii»rat  thrca]iito].  Noom- drnir**  ih:it  tin- membi-rsnf  the  two  hi)UM'^:i>>««'iiddi-il 
ai  iln-  iili»|Hr  tiriH- and  in  tin- hall  •«  M-t  ap.Mt  fi»r  tin-  u-t- nf  lb'-  n-'picli;  i-  houMsut'  thf 
Ii'l^i -liitiiri  Nil  iiiii-  di-tiiis  that  <-\iTy  mcmlicr  ofi-.n-li  linii-'e  priHlund  the  1  eitilieati- nf 
bis  I  Ii-r!iii?i.  i^<>.niil  bv  the  -,-i  r«-larv  iif  st:itr  in  rfin|tiimit\  with  ihe  iMuins  made  to  him 
by  til*'  sU]M  ;  \  i^ni  nf  t-li'i'lHius.  No  i>ni-  dciiii-o  tliit  a  iinn:  iim  adniiiii  d  lo  •M':it<<  n|Miii  hUi  h 
riitiliiMt>>  Will-  pii->fnt  in  both  Imii-i .«,  .:tid  |i.iiiii  i|i.iti  it  in  thnr  piiNi-eihn^o  .md  in  thr 
ii'int  (uii*.  I  nti'in  that  eli-i-inl  Mr.  S\  i^,  ^  (.1  ihi-  >i-n.Mi-  With  tin  -•■  niiuin  ineiit  •  thllilliil 
by  tin  i.ipitol  li-tii^laturi',  11  wnuld  Im'  Mopf^-'iblr  !•>  put  .my  itiln-r  i-«in«irui  lion  (-n  tlu* 
leji-etinn  of  .Mr.  Syk«.>  than  that  ihe  >«nati-  thnt^  nut  deem  tiimpliaiKt:  with  law  in  the 
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organization  of  tha  legislature  of  the  State  essential  to  its  le^l  existence  or  the  validity 
of  its  acts.  On  the  other  hand,  the  retention  of  Mr.  Spencer,  elected  by  a  body  of  men 
assembled  without  warrant  of  law,  at  a  place  not  designated  for  the  meeting  pf  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  with  less  than  a  quorum  of  persons  in  either  house,  holding  certificates  of 
election  issued  in  pursuance  of  law  and  presided  over  by  persons  other  than  those  desig- 
nated in  the  constitution  as  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature, 
would  be  an  unequivocal  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  that 
a  revolutionary  body  of  men  may  constitute  itself  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  and  pcrromi 
the  functions  appertaining  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  State. 

The  enunciation  of  such  a  doctrine,  either  expressly  or  by  implication,  arising  from  the 
retention  of  Mr.  Spencer  in  the  position  he  occupies,  would  subject  the  Senate  to  the  sus- 
picion in  the  popular  mind  of  being  governed  in  its  decision  by  party  predilection.  Un- 
just as  such  a  suspicion  migfit  be,  the  preservation  of  its  own  dignity  demands  that  no 
occasion  shall  occur  from  which  it  could  possibly  arise.  No  higher  duty  devolves  upon 
the  Senate  than  the  preservation  of  its  own  character  from  reproach.  Within  the  last 
few  years  it  has  sutlered  in  public  esteem  from  causes  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  name, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  nothing  in  connection  with  this  contest  may  occur  to  weaken  its 
claim  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  country. 

The  decision  of  this  contest  against  Mr.  SykeS,  elected  by  a  legislature  assembled  with 
all  th^  forms  of  law,  and  in  favor  of  Mr.  Spencer,  elected  by  a  legislature  convened  in 
contempt  of  law,  would  encourage  faction  and  invite  to  revolution  in  every  State  of  the 
Union  in  which  political  parties  are  about  equal  in  numerical  strength.  The  defeated 
party,  basing  its  action  on  allegations  of  fraud,  instead  of  pursuing  the  remedy  pointed 
out  by  law,  will  seek  the  correction  of  its  real  or  fancied  wrongs  by  imitating  the  exam- 
ple of  the  court-house  legislature  of  Alabama.  For  the  justification  of  its  action,  it  could 
point  to  the  indorsement  by  the  Senate  of  the  proceedings  of  that  revolutionary  body. 
By  recognizing  the  capitol  legislature,  however,  and  deciding  the  contest  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Sykes,  the  Senate  would  administer  a  just  rebuke  to  lawlessness,  promote  public  order 
and  morality,  and  enforce  the  observance  of  law  in  the  organization  of  legislative  bodies 
throughout  the  land. 

Much  more  important  considerations  are  involved  in  this  contest  than  the  mere  qaes- 
tion  which  of  the  persons  claiming  shall  be  allowed  to  sit  as  a  member  in  this  body.  If 
that  was  the  single  question  to  be  decided,  it  would  be  worthy  of  the  most  careful  and 
deliberate  action  of  the  Senate.  Private  rights  ought  not  to  be  hastily  or  inconsiderately 
determined,  but  should  be  as  carefully  guarded  and  preserved  by  the  decision  of  this 
body  as  they  would  be  by  the  judgment  of  the  highest  legal  tribunal  in  the  land.  Im- 
portant, however,  as  the  question  of  personal  rights  may  be,  it  dwindles  into  insignifi- 
cance in  view  of  the  graver  consequences  to  result  from  the  determination  of  this  contest 
by  the  Senate.  Presented  in  this  issue  is  the  broad  question  whether,  in  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union,  legitimate  legislative  government,  sanctioned  by  every  requirement 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  can  be  superseded  by  faction,  and  a  revolution- 
ary body,  met  without  the  forms  and  in  contempt  of  law,  receive  the  approval  and  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate  as  the  lawful  general  assembly  of  the  State. 

This  is  the  grave  question  which  must  be  decided  in  the  detefmination  of  the  contest 
now  before  the  Senate.  Upon  that  decision  may  depend,  in  no  small  degree,  the  preser- 
vation of  future  peace  and  harmony,  not  only  in  Alabama,  but  in  every  State  of  the 
Union.  In  disposing  of  this  case,  no  encouragement  should  be  given,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  a  disregard  of  law;  but  in  its  action  in  the  matter  before  it  the  Senate  should 
teach  the  wholesome  lesson  that  a  due  observance  of  tho  provisions  of  law  is  alike  the 
duty  and  interest  of  every  citizen,  whether  acting  in  a  private  or  public  capacity,  and 
that  no  attempt  to  ignore  or  evade  its  requirements  can  meet  the  approval  or  be  sus- 
tained by  the  American  Senate. 

The  State  of  Alabama  has  a  right  to  be  represented  on  this  floor  by  a  Senator  chosen 
by  the  legislature  of  the  State  organized  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  her  con- 
stitution and  laws.  That  right  would  be  secured  in  the  admission  of  Mr.  Sykes.  The 
undersigned  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution  and  recommend  its 
adoption: 

Resolved y  That  Francis  W.  Sykes,  having  been  duly  and  legally  elected  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Alabama  for  the  constitutional  term  commencing  March  4,  1873,  is  entitled 
to  the  seat  in  this  body  now  held  by  the  Hon.  George  E.  Spencer. 

ELI  SAUI.SBURY. 
WILLIAM  T.  HAMILTON. 

Wednrsday,  3fai/  27,  1874. 

On  motion'by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Fr.mcis  W.  Sykes,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  Senator  from  the 
Btate  of  Alabama,  viz: 
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**  BesoJvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  dischaiged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Francis  W.  Sykes." 

An  amendment  to  the  resolution  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  HamiltoD,  of  Maiyland. 

Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  -tbe  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4287-4290  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  5. 
Mr.  Hamilton's  speech  is  found  on  pages  323-331  of  the  Appendix,  vol.  ii,  part  6.] 

Thursday,  Mat/  28,  1874. 

The  President  pro  tempore  announced  that  the  morning  hour  bad  expired  and  called 
up  the  unfinished  business  of  the  Senate  at  its  adjournment  yesterday,  viz,  the  res^o- 
lution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Francis  W.  Sykes,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Alabama,  as  follows: 

^^Besolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  discharged  from  tbe 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Francis  W.  Sykes.  * ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  '*  resolved  "  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting — 

*'  That  tbe  Hon.  George  E.  Spencer,  not  having  been  elected  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Alabama  by  the  lawful  legislature  of  that  State,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  bodv.' 

Alter  debate. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  11,  nays  33. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiAh 
of  the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bogy,  Davis,  Hager,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Johnston,  McCreery,  Merrimon,  Kausom,  and  Sanlsbun. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Carpenter. 
Chandler,  Clayton,  Conkling,  Conover,  Dorsey,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan,  Freling- 
huysen,  Gilbert,  Harvey,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Logan,  Mitchell,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of 
Vermont,  Morton,  Oglesby,  Patterson,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Scott,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stewart, 
Wadleigh,  Washburn,  West,  and  Wright. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all 
after  "resolved  "  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting — 

"That  Francis  W.  Sykes,  having  been  duly  and  legally  elected  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Alabama  for  the  constitutional  term  commencing  March  4,  1873,  is  entitled  to 
the  seat  in  this  body  now  held  by  the  Hbn.  Oeorge  E.  Spencer,'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections,  viz: 

^^  Besolvcdy  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Francis  W.  Sykes,*' 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

[The  debate  is  fotmd  on  pages  4325-4330  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  5.] 

COMPBNSATION  OF  MB.  SYKES. 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress.] 

Thursday,  May  28, 1874. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections: 

^^  Resolved,  That  Francis  W.  Sykes,  late  contestant  for  a  seat  in  this  body  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  be  allowed  the  salary  of  a  Senator  from  the  4th  of  March,  1873,  np  to 
the  28th  day  of  ftlarch,  1874,  and  one  mileage  each  way." 

Fbiday,  Jtmro,  1874. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  n  so- 
lution submitted  by  him  on  the  29th  of  May  last,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
to  pay  certain  compensation  to  Francis  W.  Sykes,  late  claimant  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama;  and 

An  amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Carpenter, 

Pending  debate, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  be  i)Ostponed  to  to- 
morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4596-4598  of  the  Congressional  Record,  voL  ii,  part  5.] 
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Wednesday,  June  10,  1874. 

Od  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  by  him  from  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  on  the 
29th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay  certain  compensation  to  Francis 
W.  Sykes  tis  a  claimant  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama. 

An  amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Carpenter,  and  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland, 

Alter  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  resolution  be  postponed  to  to- 
morrow. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  4798-4800  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  5.] 

Thursday,  June  11,  1874. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  reported  by  him  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  on  the 
29th  May  hisb,  viz: 

''  Eesoiccd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  pay  to  Francis  W.  Sykes,  late  contestant  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  out  of  the 
appropriations  for  compensation  and  mileage  for  Senators,  the  sum  of  $8,374.80,  being 
the  salary  of  a  Senator  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1873,  to  the  28th  day  of  May,  1874, 
inclusive." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Carpenter  to  amend  the  resolution  in  lines  4  and  5  by  striking  out 

$8,374.80,  being  the  salary  of  a  Senator  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1873,  to  the  '^th 
day  of  May,  1874,  inclusive,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  "  $3,000;" 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
*'$3,000"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  "$6,500," 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  25,  nays  32. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- 
lifth  of  the  Senators  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  theafiirmative  are  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony  Bayard,  15ogy,  Conover, 
Cooper,  Davis,  Goldthwaite,  Gordon,  Hager,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Johnston,  Kell^', 
Logan,  McCreery,  Merrimou,  Morton,  Norwood,  Patterson,  Kamsey,  I^nsom,  Saulsbury, 
Stockton,  Thurman,  and  Tipton. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Boreman,  Bout  well,  Bucking 
ham,  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Conkling,  Cragin,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Michigan, 
Frelinghuyseu,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Harvey,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Miti'hell, 
Morrill  of  Main^,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Oglesby,  Pease,  Pratt,  Sargent,  Sherman,  Sprague, 
Stewart,  Wadleigh,  Washburn,  Windom,  and  Wright.  ' 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Carpenter, 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  resolutioq  be  postponed  to  to- 
morrow. 

[The  debate  js  found  on  pages  4850-4852  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  ii,  part  5.] 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-third  Congress.] 

Wednesday,  December  23,  1874. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  to  pay  Francis  W.  Sykes  the  sal- 
ary of  a  Senator  while  contesting  a  seat  in  the  Senate  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Wednesday,  March  3,  1875. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  imd  Elections,  reported 
the  following  resolution: 

^'Resolved J  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  and  author- 
ized to  pay  to  Francis  W.  Sykes,  late  contestant  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  pay  and 
mileage  of  a  Senator  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1873,  to  the  28th  day  of  May,  1874." 

[First  session  of  the  Forty -fourth  Congress.] 

Thursday,  February  3,  1876. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections: 

*''' Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  pay  to  Francis  W.  Sykes,  late  contestant  froui  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  pay 
and  mileageof  a  Senator  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1873,  to  the  28th  day  of  May,  1874. ' ' 
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V^EDNESDAY,  Jfarch  %  l-TO 
Mr.  Cooper,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  ivhom  was  refrrnri 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Saulsbury,  submitted  on  the  3d  of  February  last,  to  pay  Frauw 
W.  Sykes  the  compensation  and  mileage  of  a  Senator  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  hTA 
to  the  28th  day  of  May,  1874,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  snbmitted  a  repurt 
(No.  135)  thereon. 

repobt  of  committee.  ^ 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
March  8,  1876. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cooper,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  fbllowir.g 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  fesohition 
No.  10,  to  pay  Francis  W.  Sykes  the  compensation  and  mileage  of  a  Senator  from  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1873,  to  the  28th  day  of  May,  1874,  have  had  the  same  under  t.vm\<\' 
eration,  and  submit  the  following  report: 

The  rule  established  by  the  Senate  in  cases  similar  to  the  present  one  has  In-en  uni- 
form. A  person  applying  for  a  seat  in  this  body  by  reason  of  an  election  by  the  lej:i>la- 
ture  of  a  State,  although  his  application  has  been  refused,  and  another  udjndgedent  it  ltd 
to  the  seat,  has  been  paid  the  amount  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  if  he  ha«l 
been  admitted  and  served  the  time  the  contest  was  pending.  The  action  of  the  ^Senate 
upon  such  cases  has  been  with  such  great  unanimity  as  to  call  for  little  or  no  dehatr. 
The  reasons,  therefore,  upon  which  the  rule  is  based  can  only  be  surmised.  It  may  l>e 
said  the  person  claims  his  seat  in  pursuance  of  an  implied  duty  imposed  upon  him  to  thus 
assert  the  right  of  his  Stiite  to  be  represented  in  this  body,  which  duty  he  owes  to  the 
public,  and  that  expenses  incurred  in  the  performance  of  a  public  duty  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  common  treasury. 

A'  proper  respect  for  the  action  of  a  State  in  the  choice  of  a  Senator  may  also  justify 
the  rule. 

The  committee  see  nothing  in  the  present  case  to  take  it  out  of  the  general  rule;  they 
therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

SECOND  INVESTIGATION  OF  ME.   SPENCEB'S  ELECTION. 

« 

Thursday,  December  16,  187.1. 

Mr.  Spencer  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and,  having  addressed  the  Senate  npon  the 
subject  of  certain  charges  jnado  in  connection  with  his  election  as  a  Senator,  submitted 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

'^ Resolved y  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  are  hereby  instrncted  to 
invcvStigate  into  and  inquire  whether  in  the  election  of  George  E.  Spencer  as  a  Senator 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Alabama  there  were  used,  or  caused  to  be  used  and  em- 
ployed, corrupt  means  or  corrupt  practices  to  secure  his  election  to  the  seat  he  now  holds: 
an(l  that  said  committee  be  empowered  to  administer  oaths,  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  to  take  testimony,  to  employ  stenographers  and  such  clerical  assistance  as  they 
may  deem  necessary,  and  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  if  considered  advisable, 
and  to  report  the  result  of  their  investigations  as  soon  as  practicable." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  232,  233  of  the  Congressional  RecoYd,  vol.  iv,  part'  1.] 

Tuesday,  January  18, 1876. 
Mr.  Goldthwaite  presented  a  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of 
Alabama,  accompanied  by  a  memorial  and  testimony,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  election  of 
George  E.  Spencer  as  a  Senator  from  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cooimittee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Monday,  January  24,  1876. 

Mr.  Goldthwaite  presented  a  memorial  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, praying  that  the  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate  now  held  by  Greorge  E.  Spencer 
may  be  declared  vacant;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions. 

Fbiday,  March  3,  1876. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent: 

^'Beaolvedy  That  the  sum  of  $15,000  be  appropriated  from  the  contingent  fond  of  the 
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Senate  to  defray  the  expenses,  of  the  investigation  into  the  facts  attending  the  election 
of  the  Hon.  George  E.  Spencer  as  a  member  of  this  body  by  the  legislature  of  Alabama; 
to  1)6  disbursed  on  the  warrant  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections." 

Tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate; 

Ordered^  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  rea4  the  third  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved^  That  it  pass. 

Wednesday,  May  3, 1876. 

Mr.  Morton  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^  Resolved^  That  300  copies  of  the  testimony  taken  in  the  investigation  of  the  charges 
agifinst  George  E.  Spencer  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate." 

Satubday,  May  20, 1876. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  who  were  instructed  by 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  December  last  to  investigate  into  and  inquire 
whether  in  the  election  of  George  E.  Spencer  as  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
Alabama  there  were  used  and  employed  corrupt  means  or  corrupt  practices  to  secure 
his  seat  he  now  holds;  and  to  whicli  committee  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Alabama  charging  that  George  E.  Spencer  had  not  been  legally  elected  a  Sen- 
ator from  that  State,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  certain  testimony  purporting  to  have  been 
taken  by  a  committee  of  said  legislature,  and  a  certain  report  of  said  committee  thereon, 
submitted  a  report  (No.  331)  thereon,  accompanied  by  the  testimony  taken  by  said  Com- 
mi«1>ee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  a  request  that  the  said  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Saulsbury  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  Senate  to  submit,  on  some  subsequent 
day,  the  views*  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  fore- 
going subject. 

EEPOET  OF  COMMITTEE,  t 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Morton  (chairman),  Logan,  Mitchell,  Wadleigh, 
Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  McMillan,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Cooper.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
May  20, 1876.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  fhe  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee^  on  Privileges -and  Elections  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  16th  day  of  December,  1875,  the  Senate  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

^^  Resolved  J  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  hereby  instructed  to 
investigate  into  and  inquire  whether  in  the  election  of  George  E.  Spencer  as  a  Senator 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Alabama  there  were  used  and  employed  corrupt  means  or 
corrupt  practices  to  secure  his  election  to  the  seat  he  now  holds;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  empowered  to  administer  oaths,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  take  testi- 
mony, to  employ  stenographers  and  such  clerical  assistance  as  they  may  deem  necessary, 
and  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress  if  considered  advisable,  and  to  report  the  result 
of  their  investigations  as  soon  as  possible." 

Afterward  a  memorial  from  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  charging  that  Mr.  Spencer  had 
not  been  duly  and  legally  elected,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  testimony 
purporting  to  have  been  taken  by  a  committee  of  that  legislature,  and  a  report, of  the 
committee  upon  the  testimony,  was  also  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

This  testimony  was  exparfe  in  its  character,  very  much  of  it  hearsay,  and  could  not  be 
received  by  the  committee  as  evidence. 

The  question  whether  Mr.  Spencer  was  elected  by  the  lawful  legislature  of  Alabama, 
raised  in  the  memorial  referred  to,  and  in  the  specifications  filed  before  the  committee 
hy  the  counsel,  Mr.  Morgan,  who  represented  the  State  of  Alabama,  was  considered  by 
a  majority  of  the  committee  to  have  been  fully  settled  in  the  contest  for  the  seat  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Spencer,  before  made,  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Sykes. 

The  question  in  that  contest  was  whether  what  was  known  as  the  court-house  legis- 

*The  views  of  tho  minority  referred  to  were  never  presented. 

t Taken  from  Senate  Keports,  44th  Cong.,  Ist  seas.,  No, 331.  The  testimony  accompanying:  the 
report  is  here  omitted. 
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ature,  by  which  Mr.  Silencer  was  elected,  or  the  capitol  legislalare,  by  which  Mr.  SyLta 
■was  elected,  t\as  the  lawful  legislature  of  Alabama.  After  full  consideration  and  arj;a- 
uient  of  counsel,  it  was  determined  by  the  committee  and  afterward  by  the  Senate  tha: 
the  court-house  legislature  was  the  lawful  one,  and  that  Mr.  Spencer  and  not  Mr.  Svkes 
was  eutitled  to  the  seat. 

The  question  having  been  definitely  settled,  it  was  considered  by  the  committee  thai 
it  was  not  competent  for  the  committee  or  the  Senate  to  reopen  it,  and  that  it  must  he 
treated  as  ren  mljudiciita. 

Upon  the  other  branch  of  the  inquiry,  as  to  whether  Mr.  Spencer,  or  his  friends,  had 
beeu  guilty  of  bribery,  corruption,  or  other  nnlawful  practices  in  procuring  his  eleitioD. 
the  committee  made  faithful  and  diligent  inquiry.  Mr.  Morgan,  counsel  for  the  accui^rs. 
subpoenaed  and  examined  many  witnesses,  and,  after  the  testimony  was  over,  supporteti 
the  charge  against  Mr.  Spencer  by  a  lengthy  argument. 

Those  charges  were  not  proven  in  any  respect.  No  witness  testifietl  that  Mr.  Spenar 
had  given,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  otTered  to  give  money,  or  anything  of  value,  in  tt>n- 
sideration  of  votes,  or  support,  in  the  Alabama  legislature;  nor  was  it  shown  that  anyi'l* 
his  friends  had  done  so.  Some  hearsay  testimony  was  offered  to  the  eftect  that  ct-rtain 
pei-sons  had  said  that  they  had  received  money  in  consideration  for  voting  for  Mr.  h^piD- 
cer  for  the  Senate;  l)ut  this  testimony  was  ruled  out  by  the  committee.  The  i>eisi.u> 
alleged  to  have  made  these  statements  were  competent  witnesses,  but  were  not  produc<^l, 
nor  wiis  it  proven  that  any  money  had  been  paid  to  them  for  such  a  purpose  l>yanyl)ody. 
whether  a  If  nown  friend  of  Mr.  Spencer  or  not. 

The  counsel  for  the  accusers  complain  strongly  of  the  rejection  of  such  testimony:  l»ut 
its  illegality  and  worthless  character  were  too  phun  to  require  argument,  and  had  it 
l)een  admitted  it  might  have  contributed  to  make  some  scandal,  but  would  have  pn)Vf<l* 
nothing.  Attempts  were  made  to  offer  the  hearsay  statements  against  Mr.  Spenctr  of 
persons  who  were  not  shown  to  have  been  engaged  with  him  in  any  conspinicy  to  pro- 
cure his  election  ])y  corruption  or  undue  moans,  and  by  whose  statements  made  in  bis 
absence  he  could  not  be  bound  by  any  known  principle  of  law,  which  were  also  rcjcctr-d 
by  the  committee. 

While  hearsay  evidence  was  thus  excluded,  the  door  was  thrown  open  widely  to  pro\*' 
the  payment  of  money  by  any  person  to  any  member  of  the  legislature,  or  to  Ik*  us*.**! 
with  the  legislature,  to  pnxjurc  Mr.  Spencer's  election,  by  any  person,  whether  such  p«  r- 
son  was  shown  to  be  a  friend  of  Mr.  Spencer  or  not. 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  full  details  of  the  case,  and  kiving 
thus  given  the  general  result,  beg  leave  to  l)e  dis<!harged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  and  memorial,  and  herewith  submit  copies  of  the  testimony  taken 
before  the  committee. 

UEIMBUUSEMENT  OF  MR.  SPENCER'S  EXPENSES. 

Thursday,  December  18,  18S4. 
Mr.  Hoar  presented  a  petition  of  George  E.  Spencer,  late  a  Senator  from  the  State  ot 
Alabama,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the  amount  necessarily  incurred  by  him  in  defend- 
ing his  title  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privilege? 

and  Elections. 

Friday,  February  13,  1885. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  following 
resolution  for  consideration: 

'' Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate 
to  George  \Z.  Spencer,  f  >rmerly  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  the  sum  of  $7,1:K, 
being  tlie  amount  actually  and  necessarily  expended  by  him  in  maintaining  his  title  to 
his  seat. ' ' 

Friday,  February  20,  1885. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  given  above 
and  it  was 

Or  (If  r(  ft,  That  it  ])e  referred  to  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  tlie  Senate. 

Tuesday,  Ftbruary^A,  1885. 
Mr.  Jones,  of  N'evada,  from  the  Committee  to  Audit  and  Control  the  Continj^ent  Ex- 
pense^ of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referre<l  the  resolution  (given  above),  imported  it 

wilhout  amendment. 

Tuesday,  March  3,  1885. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Nevada,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  resolntiofi 
(given  above),  and 
Beaolvcdf  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 
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L.  Q.  0.  LAMAK, 

Senator  from  Mississippi  from  March  6, 1877,  till  he  resigned,  March  9, 

1885. 

Mr.  Lamar  was  first  elected  for  the  term  beginning:  March  4, 1877.  Objection  beings  made  March 
5, 1877,  to  the  oaths  of  office  being  administered  to  him,  his  credentials  were  laid  on  the  tabic.  The 
following  day,  the  credentials  were  taken  from  the  tabic  after  debate,  and  he  was  sworn.  It  appears 
from  the  debates  that  the  objections  to  the  admission  of  Mr.  Lamar  were  upon  the  ground  that  the 
"State  government  in  Mississippi  was  a  usurpation."  (An  inquiry  into  alleged  frauds  in  the 
election  in  Mississippi  in  November,  1875,  had  been  made  by  a  select  committee  and  a  report  thereon 
submitted  to  the  Senate  August  7, 1876.)  Most  Senators  proceeded  upon  the  ground  that  Mr.  Lamar 
had  at  least  &  prima  facie  title  to  the  scat  and  should  bo  sworn,  though  it  was  claimed  that  this  rule 
had  not  been  rbllowedin  the  case  of  Mr.  Pinchback,  of  Ix>uisiana. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  44th  Cong,  (special  session,  March,  1877). 

The  debate  is  found  on  pages  &-15  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi. 

Saturday,  March  3,  1877. 

Mr.  Alcorn  presented  the  credentials  of  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4, 1877; 
which  were  read. 

Monday,  March  5,  1877. 

Mr.  Anthony  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  Senators-elect  in  all  disputed  or  contested  cases 
lie  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow.*' 

Objection  under  the  foregoing  resolution  having  been  made  to  the  oaths  of  office  being 
administered  to  Mr.  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar  firom  Mississippi,  whose  credentials  were  heretofore 
presented, 

Ordered,  That  his  credentials  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  March  6,  1877. 

Mr.  Wallace  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  Senator-elect  firom  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  be  taken  from  the  table  and  that  he  be  sworn." 

Mr.  Spencer  called  for  the  reading  of  a  report  made  to  the  Senate  at  the  first  session  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Congress,  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  on  the  subject 
»of  recent  elections  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Wallace  having  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  said  report. 

The  Vice-President  submitted  the  question  to  the  Senate,  Shall  the  report  be  read? 
and  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wallace, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Spencer  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out,  in  the  last  line 
thereof,  the  w(M:ds  *'that  he  be  sworn,*'  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  *'be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  when  the  committee  shall  be  appointed," 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto, 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  1,  nays  58. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Spencer,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present. 

The  Senator  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  is  Mr.  Wadleigh. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bamum,  Bay- 
ard, Beck,  Blaine,  Bogy,  Booth,  Bruce,  Burnside,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Chaffee, 
Christiancy,  Cockrell,  Coke,  Conkling,  Conover,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Dawes,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Hoar,  Howe,  Johnston, 
Jones  of  Florida,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kernan  Kirkwood,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McMillan, 
McPherson,  Maxey,  Mitchell,  Morton,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Plumb,  Randolph, 
liansom,  KoUins,  Saulsbury,  Saunders,  Sharon,  Sherman,  Teller,  Thurman,  Wallace, 
Whyte,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wallace, 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto. 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  57,  nays  X> 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Spencer,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sena- 
tors present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  afBrmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barnum, 
Bayard,  Beck,  Blaine,  Bogy,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bumside,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  CJockrell,  Coke! 
Conkling,  Conover,  Davia  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dawes,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Gar- 
land, Gordon,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Hoar,  Howe,  Johnston,  Joi^es  of  Florida,  Jones  of 
Nevada,  Keman,  Kirkwood,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McMillan.  McPherson,  Maxey  liliich- 
ell,  Morrill,  Morton,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Plumb,  Randolph,  Ransom',  S.iuls- 
bury,  Saunders,  Sharon,  Sherman,  Teller,  Thurman,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

The  Senator  who  voted  in  the  negative  is  Mr.  Wadleigh. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  Senator-elect  firom  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, be  taken  from  the  table  and  that  he  be  sworn. 

Whereupon 

The  oaths  prescribed  by  law  were  administered  to  Mr.  Lamar  hy  the  Vice-President, 
and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
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JOHN  T.  MOEGAN, 

Senator  from  Alabama  from  March  8, 1877.    [December  1, 1886,  still  hold- 
ing seat] 

Mr.  Morfi^an  was  first  elected  for  the  term  beginning  March  4, 1877.  Objection  being  made  March 
5, 1877,  to  the  oaths  of  office  being  administered  to  him,  his  credentials  were  laid  on  the  table.  The 
credentials  were  taken  from  the  table  March  8,  after  debate,  and  he  was  sworn.  It  appears  from  the 
debate  that  objection  was  made  tahi^admission  on  thcground  that  the  legislature  elected  in  August, 
1876^thc  one  electing  Mr.  Morgan — had  been  fraudulently  elected,  and  were  not  representatives  of 
the  people.  (An  investigation  into  the  Alabama  elections  of  1876  had  been  made  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  a  report  thereon  submitted  to  the  Senate  March  3, 1877.)  It 
further  appears  that  the  Senate  proceeded  upon  the  ground  that  Mr.  Morgan  had  at  least  a  prima 
facie  title  to  the  seat. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  41th  Cong.,  2d  sess.  (special  session,  March,  1877). 

The  debates  are  found  on  pages  24-31  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi. 

Tuesday,  Fehruai-y  27,  1877. 

Mr.  Grordon  presented  the  credentials  of  John  T.  Morgan,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  Alabama  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4, 1877;^  which  were 
read. 

« 

Monday,  March  5, 1877. 

Mr.  Anthony  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  Senators-elect  in  all  disputed  or  contested  cases  lie 
upon  the  table  until  to-morrow.^' 

Objection  under  the  foregoing  resolution  having  been  made  to  the  oaths  of  office  being 
administered  to  Mr.  John  T.  Morgan,  from  Alabama,  whose  credentials  were  heretofore 
presented, 

Ordered,  That  the  credentials  lie  on  the  table. 

Wednesday,  March  7, 1877. 

Mr.  Bayard  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration:  '^ 

^' Resolved y  That  the  credentials  of  John  T.  Morgan,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of 

Alabama,  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  that  he  be  sworn." 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Morrill,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 

business. 

Thubsday,  3Iarch  8,  1877. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bayard,  viz: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  John  T.  Morgan,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of 
Alabama,  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  that  he  be  sworn.'' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Spencer,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out,  in  the  last  line 
thereof  the  words  **he  be  sworn,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  "they  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Privil^es  and  Elections  when  appointed," 

After  debate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Bayard,  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  John  T.  Morgan,  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of 
Alabama,  be  taken  from  the  table,  and  that  he  be  sworn." 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Morgan  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  having 
been  administered  to  Mr.  Morgan  bj  the  Vice-President,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1877,  and  Fortj-fiilh  Congresa.] 

DAVID  T.  OOEBIN  vs.  M.  C.  BUTLER, 
of  South  Carolina, 

February  13, 1877,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Corbin,  elected  for  the  term  banning:  March  4, 1877,  were 

S resented,  and  Msirch  2,  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Butler,  elected  for  the  same  term,  were  prv^scnted. 
[arch  7,  the  Senate  resolved  that  both  credentials  be  referred  to  the  CJommittee  on  Privilep*  s  and 
Elections  when  appointed.  November  2G,  the  Senate  resolved,  after  debate,  that  tho  committee  be 
discharged  from  tne  consideration  of  Mr.  Butler's  credentials.  November  80.  Mr.  Butler  was  sworn 
as  a  Senator.  February  4, 1879,  thecommitteo  reported  that  at  the  State  election  held  in  November. 
1876,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  persons  were  to  be  voted  for  as  members  of  the  house  of  repn.  - 
sentati  ves ;  that  the  board  of  State  convassers  declared  that  only  one  hundred  and  sixteen  were  iluly 
elected;  that  fifty-nine  of  these  met  at  the  State-house  November  28,  and  or^nized,  beinf?  known  as 
the  Maekey  house:  that  the  other  fifty-seven  of  those  elected,  together  with  ei^flit  persons  liarinK 
no  certificates  of  election,  met  on  the  same  day  in  a  private  hall  and  pretended  to  or);anize.  being 
known  as  the  Wallace  house;  that  the  Maekey  house  and  an  unquestioned  senate  elec'ed  Mi*,  ('ot- 
bin  December  12, 1876,  whose  credentials  were  signed  by  Governor  Chamberlain,  who  wa?*,  until 
December  14, 1876,  the  unquestioned  governor ;  that  the  Wallace  house,  with  a  minority  of  the  s>vii- 
ate,  elected  Mr.  Butler  December  19, 1876,  whose  credentials  were  signed  by  Governor  Uampton. 
The  committee  reported  the  following  conclusions :  The  Maekey  house  constitutedthe  lawful  house. 
Though  composed  of  less  than  a  majority  of  all  the  possible  members  of  that  body  (one  hundred 
and  twenty-four)  there  was  a  "quorum  to  do  business,"  which  consisted  of  u  *'innjority  of  the 
members  chosen  "—a  majority  of  all  those  holding  lawful  certificates  of  election.  Mr.  C'orbiii  \%  a**  le- 
gally elected  December  12, 1876,  and  there  was  no  vacancy  when  Mr.  Butler  was  elccte<l.  The  Wal- 
lace house  had  no  quorum  when  it  organized,  and  was  never  a  lawful  body.    The  Wal!nee  house  had 

•  no  senate  to  recognize  it.    The  committee  submitted  a  resolution  that  ftlr.  Corbin  was  dulv  elected 

•  and  entitled  to  have  the  oath  of  office  administered  to  him.  A  minority  report  held  tliat  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Senate,  November  30, 1877,  admitting  Mr.  Butler  made  the  question  res  aifjudieata ;  fur- 
ther, that  fifty-nine  members  diu  not  constitute  a  legal  quorum  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
South  Carolina,  so  that  the  Maekey  house  was  not  the  legal  house.  A  motion  was  made,  February 
25,  1879,  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  reported  by  Uie  committee, 
and  it  was  determined  m  the  negative.  Februsry  28,  the  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Corbin,  withdrawing  hisclaim.  No  further  action  was  taken  by. the  Senate.  Messrs. 
Corbin  and  Butler  were  allowed  reimbursement  of  the  necestnry  expenses  ot  the  contest. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing  to  it  from  Senate  Journal,  2d  sess.  44th  Cong.,  and  45th  Cong.,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
from  Senate  Reports,  45th  Cong.,  3d  sess.  No.  707. 

Special  reference*  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

Tuesday,  February  13,  1877. 
Mr.  Patterson  presented  the  credentials  of  David  T.  Corbin,  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  Alaich 
4,  1877;  which  were  read. 

Friday,  March  2,  1877. 

Mr.  Ransom  presented  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler,  "certified  by  Wade  Hampton,  as 
governor  of  South  Carolina,  to  have  been  elected  a  United  States  Senator  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  State  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4, 1877;  which  were  read. 

Orderedj  That  they  lie  on  the  table. 

[Special  session  of  Senate,  March,  1877.] 

Wednesday,  March  7,  1877. 

Mr.  Patterson  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^Beaolved,  That  the  credentials  of  David  T.  Corbin  and  M.  C.  Butler,  each  claiming 
to  be  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  lie  upon  the  table  until  the  commit- 
tees are  appointed,  and  their  credentials  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections. '' 

[First  session  of  the  Forty- fifth  Congress.] 

Tuesday  November  20^  1877. 
Mr.  Thurman  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
^^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  EU'ct ions  be  discharged  fh>m  the 
ftirtber  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina." 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  556-559  of  the  Congr^sional  Record,  vol.  Ti.J 
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Wednesday,  November  21,  1877. 

On  motion  by  'Mr.  Thurman,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  yester- 
day submitted  by  him  to  discharge  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler;  and 

After  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Conkling  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  571-581  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Thursday,  November  22,  1877. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Thurman 
on  the  20th  instant,  to  discharge  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler,  of  South  Carolina;  and, 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hoar  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  30,  nays  32. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  heretofore  ordered, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Booth,  Bruce,  Burnside,  Cam- 
eron of  Pennsylvania,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  Conkling,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Ham- 
lin, Hoar,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Matthews,  Mitchell, 
Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  EoUins,  Sargent,  Saunders,  Spencer,  Teller,  Wadleigli,  and 
Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bamum,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cockrell, 
Coke,  Conover,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland,  Gor- 
don, Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Florida,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald, 
McPherson,  Merrimon,  Morgan,  Patterson,  Randolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees, 
Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

[Several  amendments  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Thurman  were  then  offered,  none  of 
which  were  agreed  to.  The  debate  is  found  on  pages  603-605  of  the  Congressional  Record, 
vol.  vi.] 

Monday,  November  26,  1877. 

The  Vice-President  announced  that  the  morning  hour  had  expired,  and  called  up  the 
untinisbed  business  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  adjournment,  viz,  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Thurman  on  the  20th  instant  to  discharge  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler,  of  South  Car- 
olina; and 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  said  resolution;  and, 

After  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  28,  nays  30. 

******* 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

After  further  debate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
*  *  resolved  ^  ^  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

"  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be,  and  hereby  is,  instructed  to  in- 
quire forthwith,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be,  whether  any  threats,  ])romises,  or  arrange- 
ments respecting  existing  or  contemplated  accusations  or  criminal  pro.secutions  against 
any  Senator,  or  any  other  corrupt  or  otherwise  unlawful  means  or  inliiiences  have  been 
in  any  manner  used  or  put  in  operation,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  M.  C.  Butler,  one  of 
the  claimants  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  or  by  any  other 
Senator  or  other  person,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  vote  of  any  Senator  on  the 
question  of  discharging  said  committee  from  the  consideration  of  said  M.  C.  Butler's  cre- 
dentials or  on  the  other  question  at  the  present  session  of  the  Senate;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Senate," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmonds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Booth,  Bruce,  Bum- 
Bide,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  Conkling, 
Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Ingalls,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  ISIcMil- 
lan,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Teller,  and  Wadlcigh. 

Those  idio  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
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Conover,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Garland,  Gordon,  nanis, 
Hereford,  Jones  of  Florida,  Eeman,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPhersoD,  Mat- 
thews, Merrlmon,  Morgan,  Randolph,  Ransom,  Sanlsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace. 
Whyte,  and  Withers. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

[Several  other  amendments  to  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Thurman  were  then  offered,  nooe 
of  which  were  agreed  to.  ] 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  as  follows  : 

^^Besolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  *  * 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  29,  nays  27. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard.  Beck,  Cockrell,  C6ke, 
Conover,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Garland,  Gordon,  Ilarris,  Hereford,  Uill, 
Jones  of  Florida,  Kernan,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Merrlmon,  JkloipiD, 
Patterson,  Randolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Booth,  Bmce,  Bum- 
side,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin.  Chaflfee,  Conkling,  Dawt^,  Dor- 
sey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Matthews,  Miteh- 
ell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Spencer,  Teller,  and  Wadleigh. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

*»*»»♦  ♦ 

Mr.  Thurman  submitted  a  motion  that  M.  C.  Bntler,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  be  sworn  as 
Senator  from  that  State. 
Mr.  Edmunds  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  motion  this  day. 
[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  638-714  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Wednesday,  November  28,  1877. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  admit  William  Pitt 
Kellogg  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"resolved"  and  in  lieu  thereof  in^erting: 

"  That  M.  C.  Butler  be  now  sworn  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina," 

After  debate, 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  the  yeas  were  30  and  the  naya  were  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiflh  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cockrell,  Coke, 
Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland,  Grordon,  Harris,  Here- 
ford, Hill,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kernan,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Merri- 
mon,  Morgan,  Patterson,  liandolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace,  Whyte, 
and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Booth,  Brace,  Bum- 
side,  Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  Conkling, 
Conover,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  McMil- 
lan, Matthews,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Rollins,  Saigent,  Sanndeis,  Spen- 
cer, Teller,  and  Wadleigh. 

The  vote  of  the  Senate  being  equally  divided, 

The  Vice-President  voted  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  vote  on  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Thurman  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and  submitted  that  the  provisicm  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  the  Vice-President  shall  have  no  vote  unless  where  the  Senate  is  equally 
divided  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  seating  a  member;  but  that  questions  of  seating  a 
member  should  be  left  to  the  Senators  themselves,  under  the  provision  that  each  House 
shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  qualifications,  and  returns  of  its  own  members;  and, 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Thurman  withdrew  the  question  of  order. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  730-740  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Friday,  Novefkber  30,  1877. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thurman  that  M.  C.  Butler  be  now  sworn  as  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  29,  nays  28. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cockrell,  Cokei 
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Conover,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis,  Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Harris,  Hereford, 
Hill,  Jones  of  Florida,  Keman,  Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Merrimon, 
Morgan,  Patterson,  Randolph,  Saulsbury,  Thurman,  Voorhees,  Wallace,  and  Withers. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Booth,  Bruce,  Burnside, 
Cameron  of  Pennsylvania,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Chaffee,  Christiancy,  Conkling,  Dawes, 
Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Hoar,  Howe,  Jones  of  Nevada,  Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Matthews, 
Mitchell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Rollins,  Saunders,  Spencer,  Teller,  and  Wadleigh. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  M.  C.  Butler  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminis- 
tered to  him  by  the  Vice-President,  he  took  his  seat  in  th^  Senate. 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.  ] 

Thursday,  December  13,  1877. 

Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  presented  the  petition  of  David  T.  Corbin,  praying  that 
his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  Senator  from  South  Carolina  may  be  inquirS  into 
and  determined  by  the  Senate  upon  its  merits. 

Saturday,  December  15,  1877. 

Mr.  Butler  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
''''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be,  and  hereby  is,  in- 
structed to  inquire  forthwith,  and  report  as  soon  as  may  be,  whether  any  threats,  promises, 
or  arrangements  respecting  existing  or  contemplated  accusations  or  criminal  prosecutions 
against  any  Senator,  or  any  other  corrupt  orotherwise  unlawful  means  or  influences  have 
been  in  any  manner  used  or  put  in  operation,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  M.  C.  Butler, 
one  of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  or  by  any  other  Senator  or  other 
person,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  vote  of  Senators  on  the  question  of  discharging 
said  committee  from  the  consideration  of  said  M.  C.  Butler's  credentials  or  the  other 
question  at  the  late  session  of  the  Senate;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  Senate." 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  235,  2&  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vii,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  March  26,  1878. , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin, 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  David  T.  Corbin,  praying  that  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate  may  be  inquired  into  and  determined,  be  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections. 

Tuesday,  June  4,  1878. 

Mr.  Wadleigh  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^ Resolved,  That  one  hundred  copies  of  the  arguments  before  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges and  Elections  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Corbin  and  Butler  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
committee.'* 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.  ] 

Thursday,  December  5,  1878. 

Mr,  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  submitted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  consid- 
ered by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^'^ Resolved,  That  one  hundred  copies  of  the  report  made  to  the  Committee  on  Irivil^es 
and  Elections  by  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  in  the  matter  of  the  claim  of  David  T. 
Corbin  to  a  seat  in  this  body  as  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  said  committee." 

Thursday,  January  23,  1879. 

Mr.  Wadleigh  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to: 

'^Resolved,  That  one  hundred  copies  of  the  minority  report  of  the  subcommittee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Butler  and  Corbin  l>e  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  committee. '  * 

Tuesday,  February  4,  1879. 
Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom 
were  referred  .the  credentials  of  David  T.  Corbin,  claiming  to  be  Senator-elect  from  the 
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State  of  South  Carolina,  and  his  petition  praying  an  inquiry  into  his  right  to  a  seat  m 
the  Senate,  submitted  a  report  (No.  707)  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

^^ Resolved,  That  David  T.  Corbin  was  on  the  12th  day  of  December.  A.  D.  1&7<>,  duly 
elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  of  March. 
A.  D.  1877,  and  that  as  such  he  is  entitled  to  have  the  oath  of  office  administered  to 
him." 

Mr.  Hill  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  foregoing  case;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  to  accompany  the  report  (No.  707). 

BEPCET  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Wadleigh  (chairman),  Mitchell,  Cameron  of 
Wisconsin,  McMillan,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Hill.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
February  4,  1879. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  cre«lentials  of 
David  T.  Corbin  and  M.  C.  Butler,  each  claiming  to  he  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  submit  the  following  report: 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  7,  1877,  referring  this  case*,  is  as  follows: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  credentials  of  David  T.  Corbin  and  M.  C.  Butler,  each  claiming  to 
be  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  lie  on  the  table  until  the  committees  are 
appointed,  and  their  credentials  shall  then  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections." 

On  the  9th  day  of  March  the  committees  were  appointed,  and,  without  any  further 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  this  committee  received  the  credentials  of  David  T.  Cor- 
bin and  M.  C.  Butler.  The  committee  took  no  action  upon  these  credentials  during  the 
special  session  convened  in  March,  1877.  At  the  called  session,  convened  on  the  15th 
October,  1877,  the  Senate  passed  an  order  by  which  the  subjects  referred  to  the  i*om- 
mitteesand  not  acted  upon  at  the  close  of  the  March  session  were  returned  to  the  several 
committees  to  which  they  had  l>een  referred.  Under  this  onler  these  credentials  were 
returned  to  this  committee. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1877,  Mr.  Thurman  offered  a  resolution  that  "the Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  dischai*ged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  creden- 
tials of  M.  C.  Butler."  This  resolution  is  to  be  found  in  the  Congressional  Recrord  of 
November  21 .  page  12.  The  final  vote  upon  that  question  was  taken  November  IJO,  1877, 
and  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Butler  were  withdrawn  from  the  committee. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1877,  Mr.  Edmunds  offered  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Thurman  for  the  purpose  of  attaching  the  namc^  of  D.  T.  Corbin  to  the  reaolntion. 
It  appears  upon  page  27  of  the  Congressional  Record  of  November  23: 

"Mr.  Edmunds.  Mr.  President,  1  am  now  going  to  make  a  motion  to  amend,  that  I 
cannot  help  thinking  will  get  the  votes  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  against  the  former 
proposition.  J  am  sorry  I  had  not  thought  of  it  before,  because  in  that  case  I  shoiild  have 
got  all  their  votes  in  the  first  instance.  After  the  word  'credentials,'  as  it  stands  in  the 
resolution,  I  move  to  insert  the  words  'of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  Henry  M.  Spofford, 
of  Louisiana,  and,'  so  that  the  resolution  will  read,  if  amended  as  1  now  propose,  *that 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
credentials  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  Henry  M.  Spofford,  of  Loaisiana,  and  of  M.  C 
Butler,  of  South  Carolina';  and  I  move  to  add  also,  after  *  Butler,'  the  words  'and  D.  T. 
Corbin,'  so  as  to  put  them  all  on  that  equality  where  the  fourteenth  amendment,  that  we 
all  believe  in  now,  places  them." 

That  motion,  as  appciirs  on  the  same  page  of  the  Record,  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  the  HOth  of  November,  1877,  the  Senate  having  under  consideration  the  contested- 
election  case  of  William  Pitt  Kellogg  and  Henry  M.  Spofford,  the  following  occurred: 

"Mr.  Edmunds.  Mr.  President,  1  ask  the  liberty  to  venture  to  suggest  once  more  the 
possibility  of  our  coming  to  an  understanding  as  to  taking  a  vote  upon  these  questions, 
and  I  ask  thiit  unanimous  consent  be  given  in  the  usual  method,  not  that  the  Journal 
"shall  bind  as  an  order,  but  the  understanding  of  Senators  does;  1  a^k  unanimous  ironsent 
to  come  to  this  understanding  among  Senators: 

"  '  First,  to  vote  on  the  Kellogg-Spofford  case  at  or  l)efore  2  o'clock  and  30  minutes  p. 
m.  to-day ' — 

"By  which  I  mean  the  next  2  o'clock  and  30  minutes,  one  hour  from  this  time  bjr  tho 
clock— 
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'  ^ '  The  cbairman  of  the  committee  or  any  one  allowed  by  him  to  have  the  last  hour  to 
^ttin  up  if  desired. ' 
^^'  Mr.  Thueman.  That  would  give  him  all  the  time  now. 

*'  Mr.  Edmunds.  Exactly;  but  your  side  has  had  all  the  evening  on  the  Kellogg  case. 

"  Mr.  TnuEMAif .  Gro  ahead. 

*  *  Mr.  Edmunds.  *  Second,  to  vote  on  the  Butler-Corbin  case  at  or  before  the  expiration 
of  one  hour  aft.jr  the  Kellogg-Spoflford  case  is  disposed  of,  the  time  to  be  equally  divided, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  or  some  one  for  him  to  have  the  last  thirty  minutes  to 
close  the  debate.  ^ 

I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  come  to  that  understanding,  Mr.  President. 

The  Vice-President.  Is  there  objection?    - 

Mr.  Garland.  Is  there  nothing,  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  of  the  other  case? 

Mr.  Edmunds.  I  propose  nothing.     I  ask  unanimous  consent  for  that  I  have  named, 
nothing  more,  nothing  less. 

Mr.  Garland.     \  do  not  think  it  is  an  improper  proposition  at  all. 
"  Mr.  Tiiurman.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  the  proposition  will  be  agreed  to,  and  I  ask 
my  Democratic  friends  on  this  floor  to  agree  to  it  and  to  trust  to  me  that  it  will  result  in 
an  arrangement  perfectly  honorable  and  fair  to  both  parties. 

*  *  The  Vice-President.  Is  there  objection  to  the  proposition  ?    The  Chair  hears  none. 
•'Several  Senators.    Question!    Question!'^ — (Congressional  Record, vol.  vi,  1877, 

pages  796,  797.) 

The  resolution  seating  Mr.  Kellogg  was  then  adopted. 

Thereupon  Mr.  Thurman  moved  that  M.  C.  Butler  be  sworn  in  as  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  and  the  resolution  was  voted  upon  and  adopted  without  debate. 

On  the  13th  of^ December,  1877,  Mr.  Corbin's  petition  was  presented  to  the  Senate, 
asking  that  his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  be  considered  upon  its  merits. 

The  petition  is  as  follows: 

To  ike  honorable  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Your  petitioner,  David  T.  Corbin,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  shows  to  your  hon- 
orable body  that  he  was,  on  the  l*2th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  duly  and  lawfully 
elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  to  the  office  of  United  States 
Senator  from  that  State  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1877. 

That  in  said  election  all  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  were  complied  with,  and  your  petitioner  was  regularly  and  duly  declared  elected 
by  the  legislature  of  said  State,  and  duly  commission^  accordingly  by  the  governor  of 
said  State. 

And  your  petitioner  further  shows  that  his  credentials  were  presented  to  your  honor- 
able body  before  the  close  of  the  last  regular  session;  and  at  the  commencement  of  the 
extra  session  in  March  last  said  credentials,  together  with  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler 
(who  claimed  to  have  been  elected  also  Senator  from  South  Carolina),  were  referred  to, 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  of  your  honorable  body. 

And  your  petitioner  shows,  on  information  and  belief,  that  his  said  credentials  have, 
since  said  rel'erence  of  them  to  said  committee,  remained  in  the  possession  of  said  com- 
mittee, and  that  no  action  has  been  takeA  thereon,  either  by  said  committee  or  the 
Senate. 

And  your  petitioner  now  prays  that  your  honorable  body  will,  in  justice  to  your  peti- 
tioner, and  in  justice  to  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  that  elected  and  the 
governor  that  commissioned  him,  inquire  into,  hear,  and  determine  on  their  merits  the 
claim  and  right  of  your  petitioner  to  a  seat  in  your  honorable  body  as  Senator  from  the 
State  of  South  Carolina. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  T.  CORBIN. 

On  the  26th  day  of  March,  1878,  this  petition  was  referred  to  this  committee.  At  the 
very  outset  of  the  committee's  examination  of  Mr.  Corbin's  claim  they  were  met  with 
a  plea  to  their  jurisdiction,  submitted  by  the  counsel  of  Mr.  M.  C.  Butler,  as  follows: 

*'  The  sitting  member  respectfully  submits  that  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions cannot  entertain  jurisdiction  of  the  contestant's  claim  to  the  seat  of  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  He  bases  his  denial 
of  the  right  of  the  committee  to  take  jurisdiction  of  the  case  upon  the  following  grounds: 

"1.  In  the  adjudication  of  a  contested-election  case,  under  that  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  makes  each  House  **  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of 
its  own  members, ' '  the  Senate  acts  as  a  j  udicial  tribunal.  And  the  general  principle  that 
every  question  in  issue  settled  by  the  final  judgment  of  a  judicial  tribunal  becomes  rea 
judicata  as  between  the  parties  thereto  applies  to  judgments  of  the  Senate  in  contested- 
section 
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'•  -J.  The  <'onte^tant'ri  i)etition,  referred  to  the  committee  March  26,  187!?,  suggests  no 
(luestioii  which  was  not  adjudicated  by  the  Senate  in  the  detenu inat ion  of  this  cause  at 
the  first  session  of  the  Forty-lifth  Congress;  nor  was  any  question  involved  in  the  fee- 
tcstant's  case  as  presented  to  the  committee  or  to  the  Senate  at  that  session  which  ^^^ 
not  adjudicated  in  that  determination. 

'^  3.  Inasmuch  as  the  Senate  has  no  set  forms  for  its  judicial  decisions,  the  nature*  :mJ 
scope  of  an  adjudication  will  be  determined,  not  by  the  mere  form  of  the  judgment,  !»di 
by  the  whole  record  of  the  case. 

'*4.  When  the  Senate  a<ljudicates  a  contested-election  case  upon  its  merits  the  juri?- 
dition  of  the  committee  over  the  case  ipso  facto  terminates,  whatever  formalities  may  or 
may  not  attend  the  termination  of  such  jurisdiction. 

'•  5.  Judicial  tribunals  of  last  resort  will  not  rehear  a  cause  after  final  jud^rmcnt,  «»n 
the  application  of  a  party,  but  only  on  a  motion  to  nH»asider  nuide  by  :i  member  nf  ibr 
tribunal  who  concurred  in  the  decision;  nor  even  in  such  a  case  after  the  expiration  I'f 
the  term  at  which  the  judgment  is  renderetl.  And  this  principle  applies  to  dtffi<ion> 
made  by  the  Senate  in  f'ont<»sted-clect ion  cases.'' 

An  elaborate  discussion  of  the  proposition  stated  in  this  pleji  to  the  juris*iiction  i<  mt 
ncce-vsary,  as  while  expressing  no  o]»inion  on  their  general  soundness,  theoonmiitteeovcr- 
riilod  the  plea  on  the  ground  that  the  same  is  not  supported  by  the  facts  in  thectt-si*.  Tin- 
claim  or  right  of  Mr.  Corbin  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  Senator  from  the  .State  of  S»uth 
Carolina  is  not  res  u'ljudicain,  l)ecause  in  point  of  fact  it  has  not  been  passeil  ujM^n  uini 
adjudicated  by  the  Senat<^. 

To  ascertain  what  has  and  what  has  not  been  determined  in  any  given  case,  refereni-e 
must  be  had  to  the  record  of  the  proceedings  taken  therein. 

If  the  record  shows  the  controversy  between  thejMirtics  determined  upon  a  consideiii- 
tion  of  the  iiicrits,  then  that  detennination  binds  the  parties  and  their  privies,  and  ^tv 
eludes  further  inquiry. 

The  facts  above  stated,  from  the  records  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  Mr.  Corbin's  ca.<*. 
rf*how  that  his  credentials  were  referred  to  this  committee  of  tlic  Senate,  and  that  uo  ac- 
tion of  the  Senate  hius  been  had  to  withdraw  them  from  the  committee.  And  the  fact  i-* 
that  the  credentials  have  Ikjcu  with  the  committee  to  the  present  time  by  the  direct  ac- 
tion of  th(j  Senate.  No  axm  has  in  any  form  been  made  up  between  Mr.  Corbiu  and  Mr. 
Butler  and  submitted  to  the  Senate  to  be  passed  u|>on^  and  no  case,  as  between  them, 
has  been  ])as.sed  upon  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Thurman's  resolution,  that  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  dis- 
charged fn)ni  the  further  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler,  of  South  Car- 
olina, meant  precisely  what  it  said.  Its  language  is  too  clear  to  be  misunderstood.  It 
indicates  a  mere  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  mover  to  dispense  with  the  further  ser\-iiYof 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  in  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Butler's  creden- 
tials. 

If  there  was  any  question  as  to  his  purpose,  Mr.  Thurman's  remarks  on  introducing! 
it  would  relieve  it  of  any  doubt.     He  said,  among  other  things,  on  introducing  it —     • 

■K-  *  *  *  *  *  It 

"  I  do  not  ask  them  in  this  resolution  to  decide  tliat  Mr.  Butler  is  chosen  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  I  ask  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  considenitiou  of  liis 
credentials.  Any  one  who  believes  Mr.  Corbin  to  have  been  elected  can  make  a  like 
motion  in  his  case,  and  thus  the  whole  case  will  be  before  the  Senate;  and  all  1  ask  is 
that  the  Senate  will  hear  and  decide.*' 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  on  this  resolution  the  Kecord  shows  it  was,  without 
(exception,  the  ])urpose  of  Senators  to  show  why  this  resolution  on  the  one  hand  should 
be  adopted,  and  on  the  other  why  it  should  not  l3e  adopted.  Much  was  incidentally 
Kiid  by  individual  Senators  as  to  the  validity  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Cor- 
bin respectively,  but  this  was,  as  plainly  appears,  with  a  view  to  influence  action  upim 
the  pending  resolution  But  whatever  individual  Senators  said  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, the  action  of  the  Senate  is  to  be  looked  to  finally  to  acertain  what  was  deter- 
mined. When  tlu^  resolution  was  adopted  its  effect  was  simply  to  bring  before  the  Stri- 
ate the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler.  It  did  not  bring  before  the  Senate  the  credentials 
of  D.  T.  Corbin. 

Ailer  Mr.  Butler's  credentials  were  thus  brought  before  the  Senate,  a  motion  was 
made  that  he  be  sworn  in  as  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  without  debate  the  \'oto 
was  taken  and  the  motion  adopted.  Mr.  Butler  was  then  sworn  in.  Swearing  in  a  Senator 
on  his  cre<lentiaTs  has  always  been  regarded  as  admitting  him  to  his  seat  on  the  prima 
fane  case  made  by  those  credentials.  There  is  no  instance  in  the  history  of  the  Hcnate 
where  a  member  has  l)een  so  sworn  in  and  allowed  to  take  his  seat  as  Senator  that  snch 
admission  has  been  held  to  preclude  investigation  into  the  merits  of  his  title.  On  the  other 
hand  the  precedents  are  exactly  the  reverse.  The  cases  of  James  Shields  of  I]linoi8» 
James  Harlan  of  Iowa,  Bright  and  Fitch  of  Indiana,  and  of  Malloryof  floiidAi  nqpoiM 
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in  Dartlett'8  Coutcsted  Electiuu  Cases  in  Congress,  ut  pages  606,  621,  629,  and  608,  are 
examples  of  this  rule. 

l>ut  the  principle  of  res  adjudicata  can  only  apply  w^ere  parties  to  tlie  controversy  have 
been  before  the  court  or  body  having  jurisdiction  thereof*  and  have  been  heard  upon  the 
merits  of  their  respective  claims,  and  a  decision  has  l)een  rendered  thereon. 

In  the  present  case  Air.  Corbin  has  never  been  a  party  before  the  Senate  to  any  contro- 
versy with  Mr.  Butler  respecting  his  rights  to  a  seat  as  Senator.  The  Senate,  by  its  action, 
hiis  not  permitted  him  to  be  a  party  to  an}'  such  controversy',  and  the  merits  of  his  case 
have  never  been  piissed  upon  by  the  Senate.  Therefore,  the  doctrine  o^  res  adjudicata  hiis 
no  application  to  the  case. 

So  holding,  the  committee  have  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Corbin's 
claim  to  a  seat  in  the  United  .States  Senate  jls  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

The  grounds  ujion  which  his  claim  rests  are  as  follows: 

A  general  election  was  held  in  that  State  November  7,  1876,  for  State  and  county 
oiBcers,  and  for  members  of  the  hou.se  of  representiitives  of  the  State  legislature,  and  for 
a  part  of  the  members  of  the  State  senate. 

The  returns  of  this  election  were  made,  first,  by  the  several  l)oards  of  precinct  luaii- 
agers — each  Imard  consisting  of  three  nieml)€ra — to  the  commissioners  of  election  for  their 
resjiective  counties,  called  in  this  connection  lH)ardsof  ''county  canvas.sers'' ;  second,  by 
the  several  l)oards  of  county  can vassei"s  to  the  board  of  State  canvassers  at  Columbia,  the 
capital  of  the  State:  and,  third,  by  the  l)oard  of  State  canvassers  who  iinally  acte<l  upon 
tlie  returns  and  determined  and  declared  the  results. 

The  board  of  State  canvassers  on  Xoveml)er  22,  1H76,  completed  their  canva.ss  of  this 
election  and  returned  as  duly  elected  sixteen  (16)  State  senators  and  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  (116)  members  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Subsequently,  and  previous  to  November  28,  1876,  the  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  the  si'cretary  of  state  delivered  the  official  certilicate  of  his  election  to  each 
person  declared  elected  by  the  board  of  State  canvassers. 

On  the  28th  day  of  November,  1876,  the  newly  elected  senators,  with  those  holding 
over  fnmi  the  Ibrmer  election,  met  and  organized  as  the  senate,  in  the  senate  chamber  in 
the  State-house.  The  legality  of  the  senate  as  a  legislative  IxKl^'and  the  regularity  of 
its  orgsuiiz;ition  are  not  now  and  never  have  been  questioned. 

On  the  siime  day  lifty-nine  (r>J))  of  the  persons  declared  charted  by  the  l>oar(l  of  State 
canvassers  met  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  State-house  and  organ- 
ized as  the  house  of  representiitives,  the  other  lilty-st;vcn  nieml)ers,  holding  certiliciites 
of  election  from  the  l)oard  of  State  canviissers,  refusing  to  meet  with  them.  Thes<'  litty- 
sevcn  members  met  in  a  private  hall  in  the  city  of  Columbia,  and  pretended  to  organize 
as  a  hou.^  of  representatives  by  the  election  of  William  11.  Wallace  as  speaker.  The 
li  fly-nine  members  at  the  State-hou.se  elected. E.  W.  M.  Maekey  speaker. 

The  two  bodies  o'rganized  at  theState-hou.se  recognized  cjich  other,  resi»ectively,  jus  the 
s*.*njite  and  hou.se  of  representatives  of  the  Stiite  by  the  interchange  of  ollicial  communi- 
c;itions  pertaining  to  legislative  busniess.  They  also  officially  recognized  (Governor 
Chamberlain  as  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  were  officially  recognized  by  him  as  the 
.senate  and  house  of  niprcsentatives,  together  con.stituting  the  legislature  of  the  Statt*-. 

On  November  2J),  187(),  live  persons  who  contested  the  election  of  the  pi'rs<ms declared 
elected  by  the  board  of  State  canvassers  as  representatives  of  Barnwell  C(mnty  were 
declared  by  this  house  of  representatives  at  the  State-hou.se  to  be  entitled  to  seats,  and 
were  admitted  and  sworn  in  as  memlK*rs. 

On  December  2, 1876,  five  persons  who  in  like  mafmer  contested  the  election  of  the 
j)ersons  declared  elected  by  the  board  of  St-ate  canvas.Hers  as  representatives  of  Abl)eville 
County  were  declared  by  this  house  to  1)0  entitled  to  seats,  an(l  were  admitted  and  .sworn 
in  as  members. 

On  December  5,  1876,  four  other  j)ersons,  contestants  for  scats  from  Aiken  County, 
were  in  like  manner  admitted  and  sworn  in  as  nieml)ers. 

The  members  thus  admitted,  with  the  original  membership  of  fifty-nine,  make  the 
whole  number  of  members  of  this  house  of  representatives  (commonly  known  as  the 
Maekey  house)  seventy-three. 

On  December  2, 1876,  this  house  of  representatives  considert»d  the  matter  of  tne  elec- 
tion for  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  lulgefiehl  and  I^urens  Counties, 
and  declared  that*no  valid  election  was  held  in  those  counties  on  the  7th  of  November, 
1876. 

On  the  12th  day  of  December,  1876,  lieing  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  said  2Hth  day 
of  NovemlxT,  1876,  the  two  bodies  alwve  described  procecdeil,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the.statutesot  the  United  States  (U.  S.  Kev.  Stat.,  Tit  II,  ch.  1,  p.  3),  toelect  aSenator 
in  Congress. 

D.  T.  Corbiu  received  a  msgorityof  all  the  vot^  cast  ii)  both  bodies  on  pecember  12, 
1876. 
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On  the  following  day,  Decern Ixt  Vi^  1870,  the  two  bodies  convened  in  joint  assembly 
at  12  o'clock  meridian;  the  journal  of  each  house  wom  rc*ad;  and  it  appearing  that  D.  T. 
Corbin  liad  rc<.'eive<l  a  luiyorily  of  all  the  votes  in  each  house,  he  was  declared  duly  elertcd 
Senator. 

Mr.  Ci>rbiu's  credentials  were  signed  on  Decenil)er  13, 1876,  by  Crovemor  Chamber- 
lain, who  was,  until  Decenil)er  14,  1876,  the  unquestioned  governor  of  the  State,  Genend 
Hampton  not  claiming  to  hold  the  oflice  until  after  his  inauguration  on  December  14, 
1S76. 

Upon  this  general  statement  of  facts  arises  the  question,  was  the  election  of  Mr.  Cor- 
bin valid,  an(i  is  he  now  entitlttd  to  a  si^at  in  this  iKxly  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina? 

I.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  no  question  has  ever  1)een  made  as  to  the  complete 
validity,  as  a  legislative  body  and  a  constituent  house  of  the  general  assembly,  of  the 
senate  which  siit  in  the  State-house  and  co-oiwratwl  with  the  hous«*  of  n*pn*Rt*ntativ«i, 
in  which  Mr.  Corbin  received  a  majority  of  votes.  No  other  l)ody  claimed  to  be  the 
senate. 

This  senate  never  in  any  manner  n'oognizitl  the  existence,  as  a  legi-Hlutivi*  l>ody,of  the 
other  assemblage  which  assumed  to  be  the  house  of  represcMitativest  (commonly  known 
as  the  Walliice  house),  and  which  met  in  a  private  hall  in  Columbia. 

The  action  of  this  stuiute,  therefore,  so  far  as  it  enters  into  the  title  of  Mr.  Corbin,  need 
not  l)e  further  discussed.     It  was  valid. 

The  {Mirt  performed  by  the  house  of  represi^nUitivi^s  which  sat  in  the  State-homie  in 
the  election  of  Mr.  Corbin  x)resents  the  most  im]K)rtant  question  which  arises  in  this 
case. 

The  validity  of  this  l)ody  is  (ulled  in  (question.  It  is  claimeil,  in  denial  of  Mr.  Corbin*s 
title,  that  this  body  w:is  never  a  valid  legislative  iMxly  under  the  constitution  andlamiof 
South  Carolina;  that  it  never  had  a  <iuorum  of  lawfully  eliH-ted  niemlionit;  that  all  its 
acts  were  null  and  void. 

The  facts  uiion  which  this  <iuestion  must  1k^  decid^^l  an»  these: 

The  eon.stitiitiou  of  the  State,  Article  II,  section  4.  pmvidi'S  iw  follows: 

"The  hoii.S4'  of  representatives  shall  c(m.sist  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  ^fimr  memberai 
to  In'  a]»|M)rtioned  among  the  several  ('ounties  acconling  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
each." 

Article  11,  section  14,  is  as  follows: 

"  lliU'h  houM(>  Hliall  Judge  of  the  elei*tion  returns  and  qiuditications  of  iti«  own  mem- 
bers; and  a  majority  of  ea4'h  hous(>  shall  constitute  a  <|U(»rum  to  do  business.** 

At  the  election  of  November  7,  1^6,  one  hundre<l  and  twenty-lbur  |M'n«onM  vrere  to  bs 
voted  for  as  members  of  the  house  of  re]>n's<Mitatives.  Of  this  nunilier,  constitnting  a 
full  lious4',  thelxKird  of  State  can  vasst^mdeclaretl  that  only  one  hund  nil  and  sixteen  wen 
duly  flerte<l,  and  the  secretary  of  state  issue<I  certilicates  ofehvtion  to  only  one  handled 
and  .sixteen,  the  canv:Lss4'rs  at  the  same  time  placing  U|)on  the  rei'onis  a  d(*clanition  oC 
their  inability,  by  reastm  of  unlawful  inlluences  and  practii*es  in  the  ele<-tinu,  to  deter- 
mine that  any  {NTstms  hiul  lN.H.>n  duly  eleete<l  !isrepres<'ntatives  tbrthe  it)nuti«»of  Edge- 
lii'ld  and  Laurens. 

Of  the  t>ne  hundred  and  sixtt^n  iH*rs<ins  thus  dirlan^fl  eleete<1  by  the  boanl  of  Stala 
can\a.ss4Ts,  and  holding  <vrtilicatesof  elreti<Mi  from  the  secri'tary  of  state,  fllty-ninetotA 
|uit  in  the  org;ini/atit»n  of  the  house  of  n'p^'>^'ntatives  in  the  State-lionne on  November 
'J*^,  1^7(i,  being  a  majority  of  all  the  meui1)ers  declared  ebrtiil  by  the  bonnl  of  Stato 
ranviissiTs  aii«i  holtlinu  i*«'rtiticat4*s  of  eUi'tion  fmni  tlie  MtTetar)'  of  state. 

Wjks  the  iMHly  thus  <-<imi>os<><l  and  orgsinized  the  Ieg:il  huust*  of  represeutatives  of  Um 
State? 

.\ttention  h:islN'en  oalleil  to  the  tact  that  after  the  organ  i  Kit  ion  of  the  himse  of  repra- 
sentativ«'N  which  ele<*t<*<l  Mr.  (*orbin  t^rtuin  of  those  wlio  tO(»k  {tart  in  that  onouiisatioa 
withdrew  and  a4'ted  with  another  asm'uiblage  railing  itself  the  houw  of  rrpfesmtatiTCH. 
theriby  n*4ln«'ing  the  numlH*r  of  canvjirtsing  InkihI  memlK*rs  sitting  in  the  Muckry  boiiiv 
fnuii  liftv-nine  to  fifty  thn*e.  of  wli<»ni  onlv  fortv-four  voted  for  l^Ir.  Corbin. 

TluTe  is  no  force  in  these  suggivtions,  iNi'ause  the  fact  is  that  thenuuibrr  of  membeni 
who  aited  \iith  the  Mackey  hous«*  was  never  n'<luce<l  In*1(»w  fitty-nine.  It  is  tmc  that 
a  few  itf  tliiis*'  who  lorniHl  )Nirt  of  the  original  tllty-nitie  eunviussing  hmiid  menibemaf 
the  Mae  key  hous4>  lel^  their  .seats  in  the  State-house*  and  joined  the  ^'allncv  hoose:  bat 
be  tore  a  >inL:le  sncli  |M-rMiH  had  left  the  Mackey  bouse  luid.  niMtn  ("ontentN  dnly  made, 
adniitti-d  other  menilM*rs  in  numlKT  mort*  than  ei|ual  to  those  whoaAerwurd  leA. 

It*,  therefon*.  the  original  house  of  tiny-tiint>  niemlNTs  w:is  a  lawful  bouse  on  the  day 
of  it^oruuni/aiion.  it  w:lm  a  lawful  hous«*  at  all  tim(*<i  thereatVr  till  its  final  aiyoiinH 
ment  I>f ri'iiibtr  'i'i.  1'"7(i.  If  it  was  a  lawful  bouse  for  any  pnrpoM*  it  was  a  lawfbl 
bou*4*  tnr  th<*  pur]MM4'  f»f  diriding  mntesttHl  elections  of  iti«  own  member*  and  for 
(ing  th<R*e  whom  it  might  ui^udge  to  lie  lawfully  eleetetl. 
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The  statemeut  that  out  of  the  original  fifty-nine  who  organized  the  Mackey  house 
only  forty-four  voted  fgr  Mr.  CJorbin  has  no  significance.  At  the  time  of  his  election  the 
inquiry  was  not  how  many  canvassing  board  membera  voted  for  Mr.  Corbin,  but  how 
many  lawful  members  voted  lor  him.  If  the  house  was  lawfully  organized  on  Novem- 
ber 28,  then  the  members  admitted  on  the  29th,  and  subsequently,  were  lawfiil  members, 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  powers  belonging  to  any  members. 

But  to  the  point  of  the  legality  of  the  Mackey  house. 

The  constitutional  provisions  which  regulate  the  matter  of  a  legislative  quorum  in 
South  Carolina  are  (1)  that  "the  house  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
members,"  and  (2)  that  "a  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business." 

Stated  in  its  most  condensed  form,  the  inquiry  here  is,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
phrase  "a  majority  of  each  house"?  Does  it  mean  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty -four  or  a  majority  of  the  members  duly  elected  or  qualified? 

As  an  original  question  it  would  seem  that  there  are  strong  reasons  why  the  latter 
view  should  be  adopted. 

If  the  former  view  be  adopted  a  contingency  may  easily  occur  in  which  it  will  be 
absolutely  impossible  to  organize  a  lawful  house.  If  under  any  circumstances  there 
should  be  a  failure  to  elect  a  majority  of  the  whole  possible  representation,  the  govern- 
ment would  be  brought  at  once  to  a  dead  stop;  nor  would  there  be  any  power  anywhere 
to  remove  the  obstruction. 

In  opposition  to  this  view  it  is  said  that  if  it  be  held  that  a  number  less  than  a  mtyor- 
ity  of  the  whole  possible  representation  constitute  a  quorum,  then  under  some  circum- 
stances it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  small  fraction  of  the  whole  representation  to  hold 
and  exercise  the  powers  of  the  house.  This  is  admitted;  but  such  a  danger  will  not 
menace  the  life  itself  of  the  State.  The  government  will  be  able  to  go  on  without 
recourse  to  extra  legal  remedies. 

All  governments  aim  at  self-perpetuation.  No  element  of  self-destruction  is  inten- 
tionally admitted  into  the  framework  or  fundamental  law  of  a  State.  All  constitutional 
provisions  should  therefore  receive  a  construction,  if  possible,  which  shall  be  in  harmony 
with  this  idea  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  government,  of  its  unbroken  life  and  efficiency. 
If  the  rule  were  adopted  that  a  quorum  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  South  Caro- 
lina must  consist  of  at  least  sixty-three  members,  then  if  from  any  cause  sixty-three 
members  should  not  be  elected,  it  would  be  impossible  by  any  constitutional  methods 
to  obtain  a  house  of  representatives  at  least  until  the  next  general  election. 

No  speaker  could  be  chosen;  no  writs  of  election  could  be  issued.  Did  the  fifty-nine 
members  composing  the  body  at  the  State-house  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  house  of 
representatives? 

The  most  controlling  decisions  upon  this  question  are  those  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  constitution  of  South  Carolina  may  be 
said  to  contain  identical  provisions  upon  this  point.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  as  follows: 

"The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from  each  State, 
chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof  for  six  years. — (Article  I,  section  3.) 

"The  number  of  Representatives  shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thousand,  but 
each  State  shall  have  at  least  one  Representative." — (Article  I,  section  2.) 

The  only  respect  in  which  these  provisions  differ  from  the  corresponding  provisions  of 
the  constitutioD  of  South  Carolina  is  that  here  the  numerical  aggregate  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  is  not  stated.  The  rule  of  repissentation  is  laid  down,  and  under  that 
rule  there  is  always  at  any  specified  point  of  time  a  fixed  number  of  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  precisely  as  much  so  as  in  South  Carolina. 

In  principle  these  two  constitutional  provisions  are  identical,  and  it  is  idle  to  insist 
that  the  mere  verbal  difierence  is  of  the  least  importance. 

The  provisions  respecting  a  quorum  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  that 
of  South  Carolina  are  identical  in  terms,  namely: 

"A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business." 

It  will  be  found  that  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  prior  to  1862  it  was  held  as  a 
matter  of  parliamentary  practice  in  some  iHstances  that  a  quorum  consisted  of  a  majprity 
of  the  whole  possible  representation,  and  in  other  instances  of  a  majority  of  Senators 
elected  and  qualified. 

The  question  does  not  appear  to  have  been  discussed  by  the  Senate,  or  to  have  been 
maturely  considered,  until  after  April  11,  1862.  On  that  day  Mr.  Sherman,  of  Ohio, 
offered  a  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  in  these 
words: 

^'Besolvcd,  That  a  majority  of  the  Senators  duly  elected  and  entitled  to  seats  in  thi« 
body  is  a  constitutional  quorum." — (Congressional  Globe,  April  11,  1862.) 
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<JD  July  If,  I'^j'l.  thU  rteolation  was  d«rbat€d  In  the  iieJtate  and  laid  upon  the  i^Mr  i-j 
a  voti;  of'  10  to  IS. 

On  March  7.  l*«;i.  Mr.  rihennan  offered  a  re^olation.  wLU-h  was  referred  to  the  Cm- 
mitt^e  on  the  Juilitiary.  in  these  words: 

••y;/.Wt'»//.  That  a  *iUonim  of  the  .Senate  cousL^t:}  oi*  a  majority  of  the  .S*•natM^^  duJj 
i:hfni*:ii  or  <jiialilied." 

Uii  May  '/*,  1  "0  i.  the  Committer  on  the  Jndieiaiy*  having;  been  dU4^haq;:ed  from  :he 
farther  consideration  of  the  rtj<OiurioD.  it  was  taken  up  and  debated.  On  ihb>  ami  tbr 
following  day  the  subject  was  ela)x>rately  discussed,  especially  by  Senator?  Carlislr  ant! 
Davis  against  the  resolution,  and  by  Senators  John.'^m  and  Sherman  in  its  favi>r.  The 
words  "or  qualitied"  ha\ing  been  struck  out.  the  r^M>lution  was  adopted  by  a  vutr  w 
2f;  to  11,  May  4.  1?04.  in  the^e  words' : 

"  Ji^folufJj  That  a  quorum  of  the  .Senate  consists  of  a  majority  of  the  ^natois  dniy 
<'ho**en.-' — TJongressional  Glol>e.  March  7.  May  3 and  4.  1j?64.'j 

The  precedents  in  the  House  of  Representative^  pri<tr  to  l-BGl  bad  been  varying,  out 
henr.  fLS  in  the  Senate,  the  .subject  doe?*  not  appear  to  have  l)een  maturely  con<idere<i  untii 
l'*Jil.  During  the  lirst  .session  of  the  Thirty-*«eventh  Congress,  in  the  Hoose  of  Krpnr- 
.sentatives,  Speaker  Grow  finally  deciilcil  that  a  quorum  of  the  House  consisted  of  a  n»a- 
jorily  of  the  members  chosen,  and  he  was  sustained  by  the  House  in  this  decision  — 
I. Journal  H.  li.,  1st  .*iess.  :i7th  Congress.; 

The  ef)ort  has  sometime^  l)een  made  to  di.xparage  this  precedent  by  statin;;  that  it  was 
made  under  the  .stref^  of  a  uecesAity  to  secure  an  oi^nization  of  the  Hoase.  This  i<  a 
mistake.  The  de<!i.sion  was  made  tifteen  days  alter  the  organization  of  the  House,  and 
upfm  a  question  which  did  not  involve  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  organization. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  in  1864  has  since  been  adopted  by  the  Senate  as 
a  ]K;rmancnt  rule,  and  now  appears  in  Kule  1. 

If,  in  opiKjsition  to  these  precedent**,  it  is  urged  that  they  were  made  because  of  si»c^ 
cial  circumstances  then  e.xi.sting,  or  upon  certain  constitutional  theories  rejcirding  the 
status  of  the  States  then  in  relxj-llion,  the  answer  is  that  there  is  no  donbt  that  the  peril 
of  an  opprjsite  coast  ruction  did  lead  to  the  final  reversal  of  former  precedents.  And  justly 
s^).  One  of  the  truest  canons  of  con.stitutional  construction  is  that  which  adopts  theeon- 
struction  which  l>est  efl'ectuates  the  purpose  of  the  instmiuent  or  provision  to  be  con- 
HtnKMl.  A  crmstruction  which  leads  directly  to  the  practical  paralysis  of  the  legislative 
jx)wer  of  a  State  can  never  be  admitted. 

I'rofcfssor  Farrar,  in  his  Manual  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  page  166.  says 
in  relation  to  the  constitutional  provision  respecting  a  quorum  that  "'this  hsis  been  held 
to  be  a  majority  of  the  meml>ers  actually  sworn  in  and  entitled  to  seats  at  the  time,  and 
not  a  majority  of  a  full  delegation  fnmi  all  the  States.-* 

Another  precedent  arose  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  March  2,  I'^l.  when  a 
proiiosition  to  amend  the  Constitution  was  on  its  passage.  The  Constitution,  upon  this 
jioint,  j)rovidrrs  that  '*  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  Housesshall  deem  it  neces- 
s;iry,  shall  projKxsi;  amend menis  to  this  Constitution,"  &c. 

When  the  vote  was  taken  in  the  Senate,  March  2,  1861,  Mr.  Trumbull  raised  the  point 
of  order  that  this  provision  re<iuired  two-thirds  of  all  the  Senators  which  all  the  Statm 
were  entitled  to  elect.  The  Presiding  Officer  overruled  the  point  of  order,  and  upon  ap- 
peal the  ruling  was  Mistained  by  a  vote  of  1^3  to  1. 

.Another  prec<?dent  of  c-onsiderablc  force  is  found  in  connection  with  the  ratification  of 
the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  The  constitution  of  Indiana  provided  that 
two-thirds  of  each  hou.se  should  (constitute  a  quorum.  In  1867  certain  members  of  the 
legislature  resigned  in  order  to  defeat  a  vote  upon  the  nitification  of  the  amendment. 
Tiic  remaining  members  thereupon  decided  that  two-thirds  of  the  actual  membership 
constituted  a  (juorum.  and  pro<?eeded  to  ratify  the  amendment.  This  action  was  certi- 
li<(I  in  forwarding  the  vote  of  the  legi.slaturc  on  the  ratification  of  the  amendment.  No 
ijiicstion  was  raLsed  hy  Congress  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  vote,  and  the  vote  of 
Indiana,  as  thus  cast,  was  ac<^epted  and  counted. 

Th(^  <:ase  of  State  vs.  Huggins,  1  McCord,  139,  decided  in  the  court  of  appeals  in  South 
Carolina,  is  in  iK)int.  Eighteen  managers  of  election  were  appointed  by  the  legislature 
for  tin*  district  of  Georgetown.  Two  had  refused  to  qualify,  one  was  dead,  and  one  was 
disqualiiied,  rc<lucing  the  numl>er  to  fourteen.  It  was  held  by  thecourt  that  a  m:\jority 
of  fourtcren  prop<irly  Ibnned  the  Iward  of  managers  for  the  district  to  determine  the  va- 
lidity of  the  election  of  a  sherift",  a  majority  of  thosi'  qualitied  to  serve,  and  not  n  mi^jor- 
ity  of  the  whole  number  appointtnl,  1)eing  a  lawful  (juorum. 

I  ndcr  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  tliat  **  each  llonse  shall 
be  judgt^  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualitictUions  of  its  own  members,"  the  Senate  is 
the  sohc  judge  of  this  matter.  The  action,  opinion,  or  decision  of  any  other  body  is, 
therefore,  entitled  to  such  weight  or  respect  only  as  may  be  due  to  the  renaoos  w^ch 
HUp|K>rt  it. 
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It  is  proper  to  consider  the  connection  of  the  supaiue  court  of  Ihe  State  of  South  Car- 
olina with  this  case.  And  it  may  be  remarked  that  this  presents  the  most  remarkable 
and,  perhaps,  unfortunate  feature  of  the  controversy.  That  court  may  be  said,  without 
injustice,  to  have  taken  part  in  the  purely  political  contests  of  the  State.  Instead  of 
leaving  such  contests  to  be  settled  by  other  departments  of  the  government,  where  they 
properly  belong,  the  court  engaged  in  those  contests. 

The  action  of  that  court  was  taken  under  these  circumstances:  After  the  Mackey  house 
and  the  Wallace  house  were  each  organized,  the  former  with  fifty-nine  and  the  latter 
with  fifty -seven  members  declared  elected  by  the  canvassing  board,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  supreme  court  by  Mr.  Wallace,  ixs  speaker  of  the  Wallace  house,  asking 
a  mandamus  to  compel  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  speaker  of  the  Mackey  house  to 
deliver  to  him  the  returns  of  the  election  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor. 

By  Article  III,  section  4,  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  these  returns  are  required  to  be 
sent  by  the  managers  of  the  election  to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  is  required  to, return 
them  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

By  the  return  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  rale  to  show  cause,  issued  by  the  su- 
preme court  upon  the  petition  above  stated,  it  appeared  that  that  officer  had  delivered 
the  returns  to  the  speaker  of  the  Mackey  house. 

The  return  of  the  speaker  of  the  Maekey  house  showed  that  he  had  received  the  re- 
turns from  the  secretary  of  state,  and  held  them  by  virtue  of  his  oflBice  as  speaker,  and  he 
denied  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  the  matter. 

The  court  thereupon  reserved  the  qucr.tion  as  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  further  ar- 
gument, and  dismissed  the  petition  as  to  Speaker  ^lackey. 

In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  the  court  said  that  ''sixty-three  members  were  in  their 
seats  when  Mr.  Wallace  was  elected.  *  *  •'"  That  the  house  of  representatives  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  members,  and  sixty-three  were  necessary  for  a 
quorum  to  do  business.  *  *  *  That  all  the  members  had  certificates  from  the  sec- 
retary of  state  except  eight,  and  the  qualification  of  these  eight  was  established  by  the 
proceedings  in  this  court.  *  *  *  That  no  matter  what  was  the  character  of  the  cer- 
tificates they  had,  the  return  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  to  the  court,  showing  that 
they  had  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  in  their  particular  counties,  entitled  them 
to  access  to  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  organization. " 

In  taking  cognizance  of  this  matter  and  rendering  a  decision  therein  the  court  plainly 
transgressed  the  limits  of  its  judicial  powers,  and  its  decision  is  void  and  binding  on  no 
one. 

The  constitution  of  the  State,  in  section  26  of  Article  I,  provides  that  "in  the  govern- 
ment of  this  Commonwealth  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  povfers  of  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  forever  separate  and  distinct  from  each  other." 

That  the  due  organization  of  the  hoi^ise  of  representatives  is  a  legislative  power  or  func- 
tion, and  not  a  judicial  one,  seems  too  clear  for  argument.  Two  bodies  were  claiming 
each  to  be  the  lawful  house  of  representatives.  This  was  a  purely  political  question.  It 
was  a  question  between  two  sections  or  parts  of  one  legislative  body,  each  claiming  to  rep- 
resent that  body.     No  other  questions  were  involved. 

Whether  Mackey  or  Wallace  was  entitled  to  have  the  election  returns  was  a  question 
which  directly  involved  the  action  of  the  members  of  the  legislative  body,  not  in  its 
effects  upon  citizens  generally,  but  in  relation  to  the  due  organization  of  that  body  under 
powers  granted  to  it  alone  by  the  constitution. 

The  interposition  of  the  court  was  not  only  without  authority,  but  was  also  absolutely 
unnecessary.  There  was  ample  power  in  the  lawful  house  of  representatives  to  afford  the 
necessary  remedy  in  the  matter  if  any  remedy  was  needed. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  itself  shows  for  another  reason  its  want  of  jurisdiction  over 
the  case.  It  held  that  Mackey,  not  being  an  official  person,  could  not  be  reached  by 
mandamus  and  dismissed  the  petition.  It  could  grant  no  relief,  accomplish  no  result, 
and  yet  it  proceeded  to  express  an  opinion.  This  was  extrajudicial.  The  court  must 
have  recognized  this  dilemma  at  the  outset,  namel3^  if  Mackey  is  .speaker  he  is  the  law- 
ful custodian  of  the  returns;  if  he  is  not  speaker  he  is  not  such  au  official  person  as  can 
be  reached  by  mandamus.  Hence,  in  either  event,  no  wjit  could  have  been  issued,  and 
nothing  remained  ))ut  to  dismiss  the  petition. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  expression  of  an  opinion  that  Wallace  was  the  speaker 
and  that  sixty- three  members  are  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  was  utterly  uncalled  for, 
a  mere  empty  obiter  dictum. 

When,  therefore,  it  is  claimed  that  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  is  empowered  to 
construe  the  constitution,  and  hence  to  decide  upon  the  question  of  a  quorum,  the  answer 
is  that  this  is  true  only  when  the  court  has  a  proper  case  before  it  requiring  the  decision 
of  sucl^  a  question. 

But  further,  it  is  to  ^e  noted  that  the  court  in  giving  this  opinion  assumed  the  fact, 
now  denied,  that  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  memlSrs  of  the  house,  instead  of  one 
hundred  and  sixteen,  had  been  in  fact  chosen. 
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The  sapreme  court  gave  no  reason  for  the  opinion  that  sixty- three  members  ^en:^^^ 
sary  to  form  a  qaomm.     It  was  their  nnsupported  opinion,  a  titctum  in  every  scux. : 
expressed  in  the  conrae  of  reasoning  or  discussion  leading  to  ii  jndgment.*ac«i«ii-:.: 
unsupported  by  argmnent. 

In  Carroll  t».  Leasee  of  Carroll,  16  How. .  2b.  Judge  Cii  rtis  said :    *  *  lliis  voiin.  and  ri? 
courts  organized  under  the  common  law,  has  never  held  iLself  lH>und  by  any  \xir,>:i 
opinion  which  was  not  neediid  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  right  or  title  in  qut^-t-^V 
tween  the  parties.     In  Cohens  vs.  Virginia,  6  Wlieat.,  399.  this  court  was  much  preftei 
with  some  portion  of  its  opinion  in  the  case  of  ^larbury  rs.  ^ladi^ton.     And  Mr.  Oxr 
Justice  Marahall  said:  *  It  is  a  maxim  not  to  be  disregarded  that  general  expres^cui 
every  opinion  are  to  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  case  in  which  those  expresEionsa 
used.     If  they  go  beyond  the  case  they  may  be  respected,  but  ooght  not  to  contivlii 
judgment  in  a  subsequent  sidt.  when  the  very  point  is  presented.     The  rea^n  « ib 
maxim  is  obvious.     The  question  actually  before  the  court  is  investigated  with  care,  fit! 
i.-onsidered  in  its  full  extent;  other  principles  which  may  ser\*e  to  illustrate  it  areca* 
sidered  in  their  relation  to  the  case  decided,  but  their  possible  bearing  on  all  other c^ 
is  seldom  completely  investigated. '    The  cases  of  ex  park  Christy,  3  How. ,  292.  and  J* 
ue>s  /.-t.  Peck,  7  How.,  612,  are  an  illustration  of  the  rule  that  any  opinion  given  hat^r 
elsewhere  cannot  be  relied  on  as  a  binding  authority  unless  the  ca.se  called  for  its  eipw- 
>ion.     Its  weight  of  reason  must  depend  on  what  it  contains.  *' 

The  conclusion  on  this  point  is  that  the  construction  of  that  provision  of  the  C 
tuti<m  of  the  United  States  relative  to  a  quorum  given  by  both  Houses  of  Congre»« 
applicable  to  a  like  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

it  is  a  construction  dictated  by  sound  reason  and  public  policy.  And  if  it  is  a  saieaco 
souud  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  it  is  equally  a  safe  and  9oa»i 
eoust  ruction  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

A  4U0rum,  therefore,  of  either  house  of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  must  be  Wi 
t<i  be  a  msyority  of  the  member?  chosen. 

Lenity  of  the  action  of  the  board  of  State  ranvasscrs. 

Tliere  is  another  question  lying  back  of  those  already  discussed  which  must  mtivr 
attention,  viz:  Was  the  action  of  the  board  of  State  cam'assers  in  refusing  to  certiiV  tbr 
election  of  members  of  the  house  for  Edgefield  and  Laurens  Coimties  legal? 

The  fact  has  already  been  stated  that  the  board  of  State  canvassers  did  not  detennior 
and  declare  any  persons  elected  to  the  house  of  representatives  for  Edgefield  and  l^uita* 
Counties.  It  may  also  be  mentioned  here  that,  in  consequence  of  this  action  of  the  Ivoid 
of  State  canvasser,  no  person  representing  Edgefield  or  Laurens  Counties  took  iiart  intlh 
org-.inization  of  the  Mackey  house. 

i  he  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  South  Carolina  defining  the  powers  and  duties  ot'tbr 
caiivtissing  boards  which  are  important  to  the  present  question  are  as  ibilows: 

' '  SE<;.  16.  The  board  of  county  canvassers  shall  then  proceed  to  count  the  votes  oi'tb^ 
county,  and  shall  make  such  statements  thereof  as  the  nature  of  the  election  shall  R" 
quire  within  ten  days  of  the  time  of  the  first  meeting  as  a  board  of  county  canvaMeis, 
and  shall  transmit  to  the  board  of  State  canvassers  any  protest  and  all  papers  relatinjc  ut 
the  election. 

'*Sec'.  24.  The  board  of  State  canvassers  shall,  upon  certified  copies  of  the  statemt^ntj 
iiKulo  by  the  board  of  county  canvassers,  proc*eed  to  make  a  statement  of  the  whole  nnm- 
Ikti-  of  votes  given  at  such  election  for  the  various  oflieers,  and  for  each  of  them  voted  lor. 
distinguishing  the  several  counties  in  which  they  were  given.  They  shall  eertifv  suih 
statements  to  be  correct,  and  subscribe  the  same  with  their  proper  names. 

'  *  Sec\  25.  They  shall  make  and  subscribe,  on  the  proper  statement,  a  certificate  of  their 
determination,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

".Sec.  26.  Upon  such  statements  they  shall  then  proceed  to  determine  and  declare 
wliat  i>ersons  have  been  by  the  greatest  number  of  votes  duly  elected  to  such  ofiiccsor 
either  of  them.  They  shall  have  power,  and  it  is  made  their  duty,  to  decide  all  ca.<«!( 
under  protest  or  contest  that  may  arise,  when  the  power  to  do  so  does  not>,  by  the  con- 
stitution, reside  in  some  other  body. 

•  •  Sec.  27.  The  board  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day  for  a  term  not  cx- 
eeeiling  ten  days." 

A  lai^  mass  of  evidence  in  the  form  of  affidavits  was  laid  before  the  board  of  State 
ranvassers,  tending  to  show  irregularities  and  illegal  influences  afiectin^  the  election  in 
ihe  counties  of  Edgefield  and  I^urens,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  imposstible  tor 
the  hoard  to  determine  and  declare  who  had  been  duly  ele<t<»d.  A  suinman-  of  that  e\  i- 
denoe  appears  in  the  *^  statement ''  of  Mr.  Corbin*s  case,  and  need  not  he  repeiitttl  heif. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  which  have  now  )»oen  presented,  and  upon  tl« 
tividences  afi*ectingthe  election  in  Edgefield  and  I^ureus  Counties  referred  to,  the  Ixmd 
of  State  canvassers  determined  that  they  could  make  no  Matement  or  determinatioii  of 
the  election  in  those  counties. 
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The  board  of  State  canvassers  was  authorized  to  reach  such  a  coBclusion  if,  in  their 
judgment,  the  facts  presented  to  them  warranted  it.  They  were  required  *' to  proceed 
to  determine  and  declare  what  persons  have  been  by  the  greatest  number  of  votes  duly 
elected  to  such  offices,  or  either  of  tjiem.  In  the  present  instance  they  found  themselves 
unable  to  determine  and  declare  that  any  persons  had  been  by  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  dnly  elected  as  representatives  for  Edgefield  and  Laurens  Counties,  and  they  so 
declared.  1  f,  for  purposes  of  argument,  it  were  here  admitted  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
board  to  declare  what  persons  appeared  to  be  elected  upon  the  face  of  the  retumsy  still 
until  they  did  so  declare,  or  until  the  house  of  representatives  itself  had  acted  upon  the 
question,  the  persons  claiming  to  be  elected  as  representatives  for  these  counties  could 
have  no  claim  to  take  part  in  the  organization  or  proceedings  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

It  has  been  claimed  in  argument  that  the  action  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  was 
illegal  because  they  undertook  to  decide  a  case  under  protest  br  contest,  when  the  power 
to  do  so  resided,  by  the  constitution,  in  the  house  of  representatives  itself  The  answer 
to  this  is  that  they  did  not  undertake  to  decide  any  cases  under  protest  or  contest,  ox 
to  decide  at  all  upon  the  final  right  of  any  person  to  sit  as  representative  for  Edgefield  or 
Laurens  Counties.  Their  action  may  more  properly  be  described  as  a  reference  of  the 
matter  to  that  body  which,  by  law,  had  a  right  to  pass  finally  upon  the  question  of  the 
election,  (lualifications,  and  returns  of  its  own  members. 

It  is  true  that  in  many,  and  perhaps  most  of  the  States,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
returning  or  canvassing  boards  have  been  held  to  be  merely  ministerial,  consisting  in  the 
aggregation  of  the  several  returns  from  the  various  voting  precincts  throughout  the  State. 
The  question,  however,  whether  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  particular  canvf^ssing  board 
are  merely  ministerial  or  not  will  always  depend  uix)u  the  law  under  which  they  act; 
and  it  does  not  follow  that  because,  as  a  general  rule,  the  powers  of  canvassing  boards 
are  merely  ministerial  that  they  are  so  in  any  particular  instance. 


Action  of  the  supreme  court  of  South  Carolina. 


While  the  board  of  State  canvassers  were  engaged  in  the  canvassing  of  the  elections 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  supremo  court  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  controll- 
ing their  action.  Audit  is  proper,  in  order  to  meet  objections,  to  consider  the  relations 
of  those  proceedings  to  the  present  question. 

Those  proceedings  consisted  of  the  petition  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  the  vari- 
ous State  offices;  first,  lor  a  writ  of  i)rohibition  to  restrain  the  State  canvassers  from 
doinganything  except  the  ministerial  acts  of  ascertaining  from  the  returnsand  statements 
forwarded  by  the  l)oards  of  county  canvassers  for  the  respective  countiesthe  persons  who 
have  received  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  offices  for  which  they  were  candidates, 
and  declare  the  same  and  certify  the  statements  to  the  secretary  of  state;  second,  for  a 
writ  of  mandamus  to  compe\  the  board  to  ascertain  from  the  said  returns  and  statements 
the  persons  who  received  the  greatest  numl>er  of  votes  for  the  offices  for  which  they  were 
candidates,  and  to  declare  the  same  and  certify  such  declaration  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  &c. 

Upon  this  petition  a  rule  to  show  cau.se  was  granted  by  the  court,  to  which  a  return 
was  made  by  the  board  of  Stat<^  canvassers^  .setting  Ibrth  the  powers  conferred  on  tliem 
by  the  statute;  alleging  that  they  were  then  proceeding  to  discharge  their  whole  duty 
according  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  &c.  Thereupim  the  court  made  an 
order  commanding  the  board  to  proceed  to  aggregate  the  statements  forwarded  to  them 
by  the  ]>oards  of  county  canvassers,  and  ascertain  the  persons  who  have  received  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  for  the  offices  for  which  they  were  candidates,  respectivelj',  at 
the  general  election,  and  to  certify  their  action  in  the  premises  under  this  order  of  the 
court. 

The  lx)ard  accordingly  made  a  return  to  the  court  under  this  order,  giving  the  vari- 
ous aggregates  of  the  votes  for  the  various  candidates  as  they  appeared  on  the  face  of  the 
county  canvassers'  return.  The  portion  of  this  return  relating  to  the  counties  of  Edge- 
field and  Laurens  is  as  Ibllows: 

"The  l)oard  of  State  canva«^sers,  respondents  herein,  hereby  certify  that  it  appears  by 
the  statements  of  the  several  boards  of  county  canvaasers  laid  before  the  board  that  the 
following  named  persons  have  received  the  number  of  votes  set  opposite  their  respective 
names  for  the  several  offices  designated,  namely: 

EDGEFIELD  COUNTY. 

SENATOR. 

M.  W.  Gary 6,3681 

L.  Cain _ _ - 3,121 

Note. — This  county  is  allowed  one  senator. 
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REPRESEKTATIVE8. 

W.S.  Allen .- 6.25U 

J.  C.  Sheppard--. - -- _ 6,250 

James  Callison _- 6,*24o 

T.  E.  Jennings _ 6,2j<i 

H.  A.  Shaw .^- - --- 6,231 

Paris  Simpkins 3,123 

ElishaB.  Harris _ _ 3,118 

David  Graham _ 3,120 

Archie Weldon.... _ _ i _ _ 3,118 

Augustas  Simpkins 3,119 

Note. — ^This  county  is  allowed  five  representatives. 

LAURENS  COUNTY. 

SENATOR. 

R.  S.  Todd - 2,898 

J.  Y.  P.  Owens 1,813 

Note. — ^This  county  is  allowed  one  senator. 

REPRBSERTATTVES. 

J.  B.  Humbert.- _._ 2,911 

J.  Washington  Watts-  — _-_ 2,909 

D.  Wade  Anderson. __ _ 2,908 

A.  T.  B.  H'unter _ 1,811 

W.  H.  Rutherford 1,810 

Harry  McDaniel _ ' _ _..  1,809 

Note. — ^This  county  is  allowed  three  representatives. 

**The  board  further  certifies  that  *this  statement  is  made  to  the  oourt  in  obedience 
to  its  order  of  November  17, 1876,  but  is  respectfully  submitted  that  under  the  present 
proceedings  in  this  court  this  board  is  not  by  law  compelled  to  report  any  of  its  actions  to 
the  court.' 

*  «  *  ^^  *  *  ♦ 

"This  board  further  shows  to  this  court  that  allegations  and  evidences  of  fraud  have 
l)een  filed  with  this  board  as  to  the  election  held  in  Edgefield  County  by  many  of  the 
managers  of  election  in  said  county;  but  similar  allegations  have  been  made  and  filed 
as  to  one  or  more  precincts  in  Barnwell  County ;  that  the  statements  of  the  commissioners 
of  election  for  Laurens  County  laid  beibre  this  board  were  signed  by  two  commissionerB 
only,  one  of  whom  signed,  as  he  certifies,  under  protest;  said  commissioner  has  also  filed 
an  affidavit  that  the  reason  he  signed  said  statements  was  because  he  was  in  fear  of  bodily 
injury  if  he  refused  to  do  so;  that  various  protests  and  notices  of  contest  have  been  filed 
from  many  other  counties  of  the  State,  alleging  irregularities  on  the  part  of  election  offi- 
cers, illegal  voting,  &c. 

"That  in  view  of  said  allegations,  protests,  and  notices  of  contests,  none  of  which  have 
been  heard  or  passed  upon  by  this  Ix^rd,  because  of  the  pendency  of  these  proceedings, 
this  board  cannot,  in  their  opinion,  properly  ascertain  and  certify  who  have  actually  re- 
ceived the  greater  number  of  legal  votes  in  said  counties  for  the  several  offices  voted  for 
unless  they  have  the  opportunity  of  investigating  these  allegations  and  hearing  evidence 
upon  these  protests." 

This  statement  having  been  made  to  the  court,  the  next  day  the  court  of  its  own  motion 
made  the  following  order: 

'  'It  is  ordered  J  That  a  writ  of  peremptory  mandamus  do  issue,  directed  to  the  chairman 
and  members  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  and  the  secretary  of  state,  commanding 
the  said  board  forthwith  to  declare  duly  elected  to  the  offices  of  senators  and  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives  the  persons  who  by  said  certificate  of  the  said  board  to  this 
court  have  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  therefor,  and  to  forthwith  deliver  a  cer- 
tified statement  and  declaration  thereof  to  the  secretary  of  state;  and  commanding  thi^ 
secretary  of  state  to  make  the  proper  record  thereof  in  his  office,  and  without  delay  trans- 
mit a  copy  thereof,  under  the  seal  of  his  office,  to  each  person  thereby- declared  to  be 
elected,  a  like  copy  to  the  governor,  and  cause  a  copy  thereof  to  be  printed  in  one  or  more 
public  newspapers  of  this  State." 

Before  this  latter  order  was  served  upon  the  members  of  the  board,  the  ten  days  allowed 
by  law  having  expired,  the  board  completed  its  canvass  of  the  election  retnnis,  declared 
the  election,  and  adjourned  sine  die. 

The  course  of  the  supreme  court  in  this  case  is  deserving  of  notice  in  a&vetaX  respects. 

First.  When  the  petition  and  the  return  were  before  the  court  there  had  been  noiefosftl 
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by  the  board  to  do  any  duty  imposed  upon  it.  The  board  had  only  begun  their  worl^  as 
canvassers  when  the  court  issued  its  order  in  mandamus.  It  is  an  elementary  principle 
of  law  that  a  refusal  to  perform  a  duty  must  precede  an  applfcatiou  for  mandamus.  Eigh  t 
of  the  ten  days  within  which  they  could  act  still  remained. 

Second.  The  court  immediately  issued  an  order  requiring  the  board  to  report  to  the 
court  itself  the  result  of  the  face  of  the  returns.  This  was  an  order  for  which  no  ibundation 
had  been  laid  in  the  proceedings.  It  was  wholly  irregular  and  without  authority  of  law. 
Such  an  order  could  only  have  been  granted,  if  at  all,  by  way  of  a  writ  of  certiorari,  which 
had  not  been  prayed  for  in  this  case. 

The  object  of  this  order  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  was  to  secure  for  the  court  the  infor- 
mation necessary  to  determine  beforehand  the  order  to  be  made  in  order  to  accomplish  ;i 
desired  end.  Can  any  other  purpose  be  suggested?  The  court  is  asked  in  the  petition 
for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  order  the  board  to  aggregate  the  returns  and  certify  the  re- 
sults. The  court  say  in  reply,  let  the  board  show  us  first  what  the  results  will  be.  When 
those  results  were  presented  to  the  court  then  the  order  was  made  to  declare  those  i)er- 
sons  elected  who,  according  to  the  said  report  made  to  the  court,  had  received  the  high- 
est number  of  votes. 

Third.  Aside  from  all  these  evidences  of  partisan  purposes,  the  action  of  the  supreme 
court  w:\s  wholly  without  j  urisdiction.  This  is  true  as  to  all  the  officers  voted  for  at  that 
election,  and  particularly  of  members  of  the  legislature.  It  was  in  tact  a  plain  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  whereby  the  functions  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  were  usurped  by 
the  supreme  court,  and  the  board  required  by  the  court  to  declare  a  specified  result  dic- 
tated to  it  by  the  court. 

After  the  board  had  acted  the  court  could  by  quo  warranto  have  reversed  the  action  oi' 
the  board  in  cxses  where  such  a  writ  would  lie;  but  as  to  members  of  the  legislature  it 
was  without  jurisdiction  at  any  time  to  entertain  the  case.  The  house  of  representa- 
tives, under  the  constitution,  had  sole  jurisdiction  of  the  matter. 

Such  action  on  the  part  of  the  court  is  without  precedent  in  South  Carolina.  It  is 
believed  to  be  without  precedent  in  any  Slate. 

The  board  had  a  right  to  reach  a  conclusion  uninfluenced  and  uncontrolled  by  any 
power.  If  it  acted  wrongly  or  illegally,  its  action  could  by  various  means  be  reviewed 
and  corrected. 

No  power  could  rightfully  cojnpel  any  decision,  and  especially  any  particular  decision, 
until  the  expiration  of  the  ten  days  allowed  for  its  action. 

The  only  subsequent  action  of  the  court  in  this  case  was  the  imprisonment  of  the 
board  for  contempt  of  the  order  which  was  not  served  on  them  till  alter  their  adjourn- 
ment nine  (lie. 

Cushing,  in  his  Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative  A.sscmblies  (page  52,  section  141), 
speaking  of  returning  officers,  says: 

"It  remains  to  be  observed,  in  conclusion,  that  the  proceedings  of  these  (returning) 
officers,  fromthenecessity  of  thecase,  are,  in  t  he  lirst  instance,  uncontrollable  by  any  other 
authority  whatever;  so  that  if,  on  the  one  hand,  notwithstanding  an  election  has  been 
eftected,  the  returning  officers  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  the  proper  return,  the  party 
thereby  injured  is  without  remedy  or  ordem  until  the  assembly  to  which  he  is  chosen 
has  examined  his  cxse  and  adjudged  him  to  be  duly  elected;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  returning  officers  make  a  return  when  no  election  has  in  Jact  taken  place,  or  of  one 
who  is  not  eligible,  the  person  returned  will  not  only  be  entitled,  but  it  is  his  duty,  to 
assume  and  discharge  the  functions  of  a  member  until  his  return  and  election  be  adjudged 
void:" 

After  the  final  adjournment  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers,  November  i^,  1876,  the 
order  of  the  supreme  court  already  recited  was  served  upon  them. 

That  the  board  then  had  no  power  to  reassemble  and  act  upon  the  returns  is  clear. — 
(Cooley  on  Const.  Lim.,  G22;  Clark  if<.  Buchanan,  2  Minn.,  340;  'S'.i  N.  Y.,  603.) 

In  MinnesoUi  it  has  been  held,  in  accordance  with  the  principle  just  statied,that  if  the 
board  of  canvassers,  after  canvassing  the  votes,  adjourn  without  day,  their  power  in  the 
premises  is  at  an  end,  and  they  cannot  reassemble;  neither  can  a  court,  by  mandamus, 
compel  them  to  reassemble,  or  give  them  any  power  in  case  of  their  doing  so. — (Clark 
V8.  Buchanan,  2  Minn.,  310.  See  also  Gooding  vs.  Wilson,  42d  Congress;  State r«.  Daum- 
wirth,  21  Ohio,  210.) 

The  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  South  Carolina  was  subsequently  reviewed  on 
habeas  corpus  and  set  aside  by  Hon.  Hugh  L.  Bond,  of  the  United  States  circuit  court. 

The  State  supreme  court  proceeded  to  imprison  the  members  of  the  board  for  con- 
tempt. 

Alter  their  imprisonment  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  sued  out  before  Judge  Bond, 
United  States  circuit  jud;j;e,  sitting  at  Columbia.  Judge  Bond  delivered  an  elaborate 
decision  in  which  he  held  that  the  proceedings  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  were 
without  jurisdiction,  and  that  its  order  was  void.     He  says: 

The  first  question  to  be  decided  at  this  time  and  upon  this  motion  is  whether  or  not 


id 
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the  supreme  conrt  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determiiw 
the  matter  before  it." 

After  quoting  the  sections  of  the  constitution  which  confer  upon  the  supremo  court 
its  jurisdiction,  and  the  sections  of  the  statute  which  define  the  i>ower.s  of  ihc  board  of 
canvassers,  he  continues: 

**The  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  made  by  the  petitioners  is 
that  they  are  a  part  of  the  executive  department  of  the  government  charged  with  the 
execution  of  a  law  of  the  State,  and  that  they  iilonc  are  authorized  to  canvass  the  votts, 
and  that  thev  are  not  subject  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions  to  the  control  of  the 
judicial  branch  of  the  government. 

*'The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  very  able  opinion  by  Mr.  Justice  Mil- 
ler, in  the  case  of  Gaines  vs.  Thompson,  7  Wall.,  347,  has  very  clearly  determined  what 
the  law  is  on  this  subject,  and  that  is,  'that  if  it  api)ear  that  the  act  which  the  cx>urt 
is  asked  to  compel  the  officer  of  the  executive  department  of  the  government  to  do  be 
purely  ministerial,  the  court  having  juriwiiction  to  issue  the  writ  of  mandamus  may 
compel  the  executive  oflicer  to  peribrm  his  duty;  but  if  the  act  required  to  be  done  by 
the  executive  officer  be  not  merely  ministerial  but  discretionary',  or  one  about  which  he 
is  to  exercise  his  judgment,  a  court  cannot  l)y  mandamus  act  directly  ii[)on  the  oflittr 
and  guide  and  control  his  jud^^ment  or  discretion  in  the  matters  committed  to  his  i-ari- 
in  the  ordinary  exercise  of  official  duty.'  And  the  court  further  Siiys  tliat  *the  inter- 
ference of  the  courts  with  the  performance  of  the  onlinary  duties  of  the  executive 
departments  would  be  productive  of  nothing  but  mischief,  and  we  are  quite  satistied 
that  such  a  power  was  never  intended  to  be  given  them.'  And  for  this  Mr.  Justice 
Miller  quotes  the  opinion  of  Chief- Justice  Taney  in  the  case  of  the  Comniissiuner  of 
Patents  vs.  Whitely,  4  AVall.,  5*2*2,  and  the  law  is  staled  to  the  same  cilVct  in  a  very  cel- 
ebrated case  in  Maryland,  by  Chief-Justice  Bowie,  Miles  vs.  Bradford,  2*2  Md.  Kep.',  171), 
a  case  where  the  power  of  the  governor  to  canvass  the  votes  was  not  so  broadly  given  as 
in  the  case  at  bar, 

"That  the  duty  of  this  board  of  ctinvassers  was  not  merely  ministerial,  but  that  they 
were  clothed  with  a  large  discretion,  it  seems  to  me  is  very  plain.  They  were  not 
merely  to  take  the  returns  and  aggregate  them.  They  were  to  canvass  them.  That  is. 
they  were  to  examine,  to  sift,  to  scrutinize  them,  which  im]>lies  a  power  to  reject  such 
as  were  not  lawful  in  their  judgment;  and  more,  they  were  to  receive  all  cases  under 
protest  or  contest  that  might  arise  when  the  jwwer  to  do  so  did  not  by  the  constitution 
reside  in  some  other  body. 

"They  were  the  executive  officers  apjKjinted  to  declare  the  election  of  such  persons 
as  had  in  their  judgment  the  majority  of  the  legal  votes  cast.  If  they  decideil  erro- 
neously or  falsely  the  remedy  of  those  candidates  who  thought  themselves  wronge<l  was 
by  quo  irananto :  but  no  court  had  the  jurisdiction  to  compel  the  boanl  of  State  can- 
vassers to  do  otherwise  than  their  own  judgment  dictated. 

"It  remains  now  to  be  seen  what  the  court  was  asked  to  do  by  the  relators.  Their 
suggestion  sets  forth  '  that  the  board  is  proceeding  to  hear  and  determine  all  matters  of 
protest  and  contest  before  them  in  regard  to  the  election  of  persons  who  were  c*andidatcs 
at  the  geneml  election,  and  is  proceeding  to  certify  their  determination  in  such  contests 
and  protests  to  the  secretary  of  state.'  And  they  pray  that  a  Avrit  of  mandamus  njay 
issue  commanding  them  to  ascertain  from  *  the  manageiis'  returns  and  statements  for- 
warded to  them  by  the  boards  of  county  canvassers,  the  persons  who  at  the  general  elec- 
tion on  the  said  7th  day  of  Novem])er,  ultimo,  had  the  highest  number  of  votes;  and  com- 
manding them  and  compelling  them  to  revoke  and  annul  any  determination  or  decision 
which  they  may  have  made  in  any  case  of  contest  or  protest,  if  any  such  there  be.' 

'*  Under  the  cases  cited  in  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
Gaines  vs.  Thompson,  7  Wall.,  317,  above  referretl  to,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  had  no  jurisdiction  to  entertain  any  such  'sug- 
gestion' or  'petition.'  *  *  *  The  board  of  State  canviissers  is  rwiuired  to  meet  on 
the  lOth  day  of  November  for  the  purpose  of  silting,  scrutinizing,  not  merely  aggregat- 
ing, the  statements  of  the  county  ])oards.     *    * 

'*We  have  shown  from  the  'suggestion'  itself  that  in  our  judgment  the  court  had  no 
jurisdiction  to  entertain  it,  and  thouj^h  the  returns  (to  this  writ)  show  that  the  partii»s 
are  m  custody  solely  for  not  obeying  the  mandate  of  the  court  resi)ecting  State  officers, 
it  is  our  duty  to  go  behind  the  retunis  and  look  at  the  case  as  it  presented  itself  to  the 
supreme  court  at  its  inci'ption.  What  the  relators  asked  the  court  to  do  in  their  original 
suggestion  is  perfectly  plain,  and  we  have  above  (juoted  thepanigraph  of  the  ^suggestion ' 
which  constituted  the  ground  of  complaint  of  the  relators.  In  my  judgment  the  whole 
matter  was  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court,  and  any  order  passed  by  them 
upon  such 'suggestion' is  void.     *    *    * 

"  I  think  this  proceeding  in  the  supreme  court  was  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  tlwt 
court;  that  the  boaid  of  State  canvassers  were  clothed  under  the  law  with  diseretionarv 
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powers,  which  required  them  to  discriminate  the  votes,  to  determine  and  certify  the  can- 
didates elected  alter  scrutiny,  and  that  they  were  a  part  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  government  and  were  in  no  wise  subject  to  the  control  as  to  what  they  should  do 
after  they  had  commenced  to  perform  that  duty  of  the  judicial  department." 

We  concur  in  the  eonclusious  reached  by  Judge  Bond. 

Some  importance  in  argument  was  attached  to  the  action  of  the  Wallaee  house  in 
passing  upon  and  affirming  the  right  of  the  persons  who  claimed  to  represent  EdgeHeld 
and  Laurens  Counties.  From  the  journal  of  the  Wallace  house  it  appears  that  on  De- 
cember 6  the  credentials  of  the4)er8on8  claiming  to  be  elected  for  Edgefield  and  Laurens 
Counties  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privil^es  and  Elections  to  investigate  and 
report  as  to  their  right  to  hold  seats. 

On  December  7  this  committee  reported  that  the  persons  referred  to  were  duly  elected 
and  entitled  to  their  seats,  and  this  report  was  adopted. 

The  chief  and  only  real  significance  of  this  action  is  that  it  is  evidence  of  the  want 
of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  Wallace  house  in  the  legality  of  its  own  original  organ- 
ization, as  well  as  in  the  right  of  the  persons  claiming  to  be  elected  for  Edgefield  and 
Laurens  Counties  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body. 

The  claim  is  that  on  the  7th  of  December,  when  the  Wallace  house  adopted  the  reso- 
lution seating  the  Edgefield  and  Laurens  members,  that  house  contained  sixty-three 
canvassing  board  members,  and  hence  that  the  action  of  the  house  in  seating  those  mem- 
bers cannot  be  questioned.  It  is  to  be  noted  first  that  this  claim  is  a  concession  that 
that  house  to  be  a  valid  house  must  have  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
holding  the  certificates  of  the  canvassing  board. 

If  this  be  so,  then  the  Wallace  house  on  the  day  of  its  organization  was  clearly  without 
a  quorum  to  do  business,  for  it  had  only  firty-seven  members  holding  such  certificates. 

The  six  members  who  joined  that  house  between  November  29  and  December  7  had 
all  been  sworn  in  as  members  of  the  Mackcy  house,  and  had  acted  with  that  house  in 
effecting  its  organization. 

If,  now,  the  Mackey  house  was  a  valid  house  of  representatives  at  its  organization,  the 
subsequent  withdrawal  of  these  six  members  to  join  another  body  could  have  no  eflfect 
either  to  impair  the  validity  of  the  Miickey  house  or  to  cure  the  invalidity  of  the  Wal- 
lace house.  If  their  absence  had  reduced  the  body  below  a  quorum  the  house  could  do 
no  business,  but,  in  point  of  foct,  their  absence  did  not  reduce  the  Mackey  house  below 
a  quorum. 

On  the  same  day,  December  7,  the  Wallace  house  also  adopted  resolutions  declaring 
valid  the  election  of  the  speaker  and  subordinate  officers  of  that  house  on  the  28th  of 
November. 

This  action  is  another  evidence  that  the  Wallace  house  regarded  its  organization  on 
the  28th  of  November  as  at  least  of  very  doubtful  validity. 

Organization  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Passing  now  from  questions  -allecting  the  legality  of  the  action  of  the  board  of  can- 
vassers we  come  to  questions  concerning  the  mode  of  organizing  the  Mackey  house,  and 
especially  the  exclusion  therefrom  of  all  persons  not  declared  elected  by  the  canvassing 
board. 

The  legal  and  parliamentary  principles  on  which  the  Mackey  house  was  organized 
may  be  stated  as  follows: 

First.  That  no  persons  except  those  declared  elected  and  duly  returned  by  the  board 
of  State  canvassers  and  holding  certificates  of  the  secretary  of  state  were  entitle<l  by 
law  or  usage  to  be  placed  upon  the  roll. — (Cushing,  sections  229  and  240.) 

Second.  That  the  organization  of  the  house  must  be  effected  by  those  persons  only 
whose  election  had  thus  been  declared  by  the  board  of  State  canvassers  and  certified  by 
the  secretary  of  state  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  State! 

Third.  That  all-  other  persons  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  seats  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives must  submit  their  claims  to  the  house  after  its  organization  by  the  members 
whose  seats  were  undisputed. — (Cushing,  sections  229  and  240.) 

**  It  is  to  be  observed  in  the  outset  that  when  a  number  of  persons  come  together,  each 
claiming  to  be  a  member  of  a  legislative  body,  those  persons  who  hold  the  usual  creden- 
tials of  membership  are  alone  entitled  to  participate  in  the  organization." — (McCrary's 
Law  of  Elections,  377.) 

"It  is  apparent  that  the  case  of  Sykes  vs.  Spencer  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  rule  that 
in  the  organization  of  legislative  bodies  persons  holding  the  usual  credentials  are  alone 
authorized  to  act." — (McCrary's  Law.  of  Elections,  392.) 

In  the  well-known  case  of  Kerr  vs.  Trego,  47  Pa.  S.  R.  — ,  cited  in  Brightly 's  Leading 
Cases  on  Elections  (page  032),  Chief-Justice  Lowrie,  of  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, laid  down  the  following  principle: 

"  On  the  division  of  a  body  that  ought  to  be  a  unit  the  test  of  which  represents  the 
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legitimate  social  succession  is  which  of  them  has  maintained  the  regular  fomis  of  oigaD- 
ization  according  to  the  law  and  usages  of  the  body,  or,  in  the  absence  of  these,  accord- 
ing to  the  law3,  customs,  and  usagesof  similar  bodies  in  like  cas^,  or  in  analogy  to  them. 
This  is  the  uniform  rule  in  such  ciiscs.^' 

And  in  the  same  case,  speaking  of  the  custom  of  the  clerk  of  the  former  orgauizijtion 
taking  charge  of  the  organization  of  the  new  body,  he  saj's  (page  638) : 

**  It  has  the  sanction  of  the  common  usage  of  every  public  body  into  which  only  a  jwr- 
tion  of  new  members  is  annually  elected.     It  is  the  periodical  form  of  reorganiziu<;  ihc 
select  council  and  the  senate  of  the  State,  and  also  the  form  of  organizing  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  on  the  meeting  of  a  new  Congress,  when  the  Vice-President  ilok-s  in»t 
appear  and  the  last  President />ro  icmporedoes;  and  we  understand  this  custom  to  Ik  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States,  though  this  is  not  very  important.     And  when  thf  r' 
is  a  President  whose  term  as  a  member  has  expired,  then  the  functions  of  the  clerk.s  (f  ii- 
tinue,  and  they,  in  all  cases,  act  as  the  organs  of  reorganizing  the  body,  and  continue  t;* 
hold  office  until  their  successors  are  chosen  and  qualilied.    .Our  State  and  Federal  Houses 
of  Representatives  are  illustration  enough  of  this.     So  universal  is  this  mode  of  oipiii- 
izing  all  sorts  of  legislative  and  municipal  bodies  that  all  departures  from  it  c:!n  U- 
justified  only  as  founded  on  special  and  peculiar  usages  or  on  piositive  legislation.    AVlit  ?»- 
ever  this  form  is  adhered  to,  a  schism  of  the  body  becomes  impossible,  though  the  proct-.s^ 
of  organization  may  be  very  tardy. 

**  It  is  objected  that  a  rule  that  attributes  so  much  power  to  the  officers  of  the  previou^j 
year  gives  them  an  advantage  which  they  may  use  arbitrarily  and  fraudulently  agaiiiitt 
the  new  members,  so  as  to  secure  to  themselves  an  ille^timate  majority.  No  doubt  this 
may  be  so;  but  no  law  can  guard  against  such  frauds  so  as  to  entirely  prevent  them,  ju>t 
as  it  cannot  entirely  prevent  stealing  and  perjury  and  bribery;  the  people  are  liable  to 
^  such  frauds  at  every  step  in  the  processes  of  an  election  or  organization.  But  so  much 
*  more  the  need  for  order  and  law  in  this  part  of  the  process;  the  law  can  dictate  that, 
though  it  cannot  furni}^h  honesty  and  sound  judgment  to  the  actors  in  it.  That  the  law 
and  order  that  we  have  announced  have  existed  so  long  and  so  generally  is  proof,  at 
least,  that  they  are  better  than  no  law  at  all." 

In  Wilson's  Digest  of  Parliamentary  Law,  section  1603,  page  221,  this  author  says: 

*'At  the  commencment  of  every  regular  session  the  Clerk  of  the  House  oi)ens  the  ses- 
sion by  calling  the  names  of  members  by  States  and  Territories,  if  in  Congress,  and  by 
counties  if  in  State  legislative  assemblies.  If  a  quorum  answer  to  their  names,  he  will 
put  the  following  question:  '  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  Speaker  ?'  If  decided  in  the  affirmative,  tellers  are  generally  appointed  to  conduct  the 
vote." 

This  seems  to  be' the  universal  custom  in  the  organization  of  legislative  bodies,  and 
such  custom  not  only  prevails  in  South  Carolina,  but  is  specially  established  by  the  rules 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  State. 

Rule  80  of  the  rules  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  State  is  as  follows: 

"111  all  cases  not  determined  by  these  rules,  or  by  the  laws,  or  by  the  constitution  of 
this  State,  as  ratified  on  the  14th,  loth,  and  16th  days  of  April,  IsisS,  this  house  shall 
conform  to  the  parliamentixry  law  which  govenis  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  Congress." 

Rule  ftl  is  as  follows: 

**  These  rules  shall  be  the  rules  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  present  and  suc- 
ceeding general  a^^scmblies  until  otherwise  ordered." 

Turning  now  to  Barclay's  Digest  (pages  44  H  scfj.,  and  126),  we  find  that  the  law  govern- 
ing the  House  of  ICcprescntatives  of  the  United  States  Congress  requires  the  Clerk  of  the 
last  House  to  nu'.ke  up  the  roll  of  the  members  of  the  new  House  by  placing  thereon  Ihc 
names  of  such  persons  only  whose  credentials  show  "that  they  were  regularly  elect  eil  "; 
that  having  ascertsiined,  by  a  call  of  this  roll,  that  a  quorum  is  present,  the  Clerk  then 
proceeds  to  call  the  names  of  the  members  for  the  choiceof  a  Speaker;  the  Speaker  lieing 
^•hosen,  assumes  tlie  duties  of  presiding  officer,  and,  after  swearing  in  the  members,  the 
oath  of  office  being  first  administered  to  him,  proceeds  to  complete  the  organization. 
Pending  the  election  of  a  Speiiker  the  Clerk  preserves  order  and  decorum. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  claimants  from  Edgefield  and  Laurens  Countit^s 
to  be  placed  upon  the  roll,  and  to  participate  in  the  organization,  the  following  citation 
from  Cushing's  Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative  Assemblies,  section  229,  paf^e  87,  is  in 
point: 

"  The  right  to  assume  the  functions  of  a  member,  in  the  first  instance,  and  to  partici- 
pate in  the  preliminary  proceedings  and  organization,  depends  wholly  and  exclnslTely 
upon  the  return  or  certificate  of  election ;  those  persons  who  have  been  declared  elected  antl 
are  duly  returned  being  considered  as  members  until  their  election  is  investigated  and 
set  aside,  and  those  wlio  are  not  so  returned  being  excluded  from  exercising  the  function 
of  members,  even  though  duly  elected,  until  their  election  is  investigated  and  their  right 
admitted." 
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To  the  same  effect  is  section  141  (page  52)  of  the  same  work,  which  has  already  been 
cited  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  section  238  (page  91}  of  the  same  work,  iu  discussing  the  principles  of  parliamentary 
law  governing  the  assembly  and  organization  of  legislative  bodies,  Gushing  says: 

'*  Hence  it  has  occurred  more  than  once  that  struggles  for  political  power  ha.ye  b^un 
among  the  members  of  our  legislative  assemblies,  even  before  their  organization;  and  it 
has  happened  on  the  one  hand  that  persons  whose  rights  of  membership  were  in  dispute, 
and  who  had  not  the  legal  and  regular  evidence  of  election,  have  Uikenupon  themselves 
the  functions  of  members;  and,  on  the  other,  that  persons  having  the  legal  evidence  of 
membership  have  been  excluded  from  participating  in  the  proceedings." 

In  order  to  avoid  such  difficulties,  this  distinguished  writer  lays  down  the  following 
principles  in  section  240,  which  are  applicable  to  the  question  now  under  consideration : 

'*That  no  person  who  is  not  duly  returned  is  a  member,  even  though  legally  elected, 
until  his  election  is  established. 

'^That  those  members  who  are  duly  returned,  and  they  alone  (the  members  whose 
rights  are  to  be  determined  being  excluded),  constitute  a  judicial  tribunal  for  the  decis- 
ion of  all  questions  of  this  nature." 

In  Kerr  vs.  Trego  (Brightly's  Election  Cases,  page  636),  already  cited,  the  Chief- 
Justice  said: 

**  In  all  bodies  that  are  under  law,  the  law  is  that  where  there  has  been  an  authorized 
election  for  the  office  in  controversy  the  certificate  of  election  which  is  sanctioned  by  law 
or  usage  is  a  prima  facie  written  title  to  the  office,  and  can  be  set  aside  only  by  a  contest 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  law.  This  is  not  now  disputed.  No  doubt  this  gives  great 
power  to  dishone^  election  officers;  but  we  know  no  remedy  for  this  but  by  the  choice  of 
honest  men." 

It  is  proper  here  in  this  connection  to  again  refer  to  the  language  already  quoted  from 
the  same  authority  (page  638) : 

*'  It  is  objected  that  a  rule  that  attributes  so  much  power  to  the  officers  of  the  previ- 
ous year  gives  them  an  advantage  which  they  may  use  arbitrarily  and  fraudulently 
against  the  new  members,  so  as  to  secure  to  themselves  an  illegitimate  majority.  No 
doubt  this  may  be  so;  but  no  law  can  guard  against  such  frauds  so  as  to  entirely  prevent 
them,  just  as  it  cannot  entirely  prevent  stealing  and  perjury  anil  bribery;  the  people  are 
liable  tostich  frauds  at  every  step  in  the  process  of  an  election  or  organization.  But  so 
much  the  more  need  for  order  and  law  in  this  part  of  the  processes;  the  law  can  dictate 
that,  though  it  cannot  furnish  honesty  and  sound  judgment  to  the  actors  in  it.  That 
the  law  and  order  which  we  have  announced  have  existed  so  long  and  so  generally  is 
proof,  at  least,  that  they  are  better  than  no  law  at  all. '  ^ 

Applying  the  law  as  now  stated  to  the  facts  in  the  present  instance,  it  is  clear,  first, 
that  there  were  no  representatives  from  Edgefield  andl^urens  Counties  having  certifi- 
cates of  election  according  to  the  law  and  usage  of  this  State;  and  second,  that  under  the 
law,  without  such  certificates,  the  clerk  had  no  right  to  place  the  names  of  any  persons 
upon  the  roll  of  the  house  as  representatives  from  these  counties. 

It  follows  that  fifty-nine  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  who  met  iu  the 
State-house  at  Columbia  and  organized  by  the  election  of  E.  W.  M.  Mackey  as  speaker 
were  lawfully  convened,  were  lawfully  organized,  and,  under  the  constitution  of  South 
Carolina,  constituted  the  lawful  house  of  representatives  of  that  State.  Though  less  than 
a  majority  of  all  the  possible  members  of  that  body  (one  hundred  and  twenty- four),  there 
was  a  ** quorum  to  do  business,"  which  consisted  of  a  "majority^  of  the  members 
chosen" — a  m£yority  of  all  those  holding  lawful  certificates  of  election. 

This  house  of  representatives,  in  connection  with  the  unquestioned  senate,  constituting 
together,  as  they  did,  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  proceeded  on  the  12th 
day  of  December,  1876,  to  the  election  of  a  Senator  to  represent  that  State  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  six  yeai-s  to  commence  on  the  4th  of  March,  1877. 
The  election  was  duly  held,  duly  determiued  and  declared,  and  D.  T.  Corbin  was  duly 
and  formally  declared  elected  Senator,  and  subseciuently  he  was  duly  commissioned  as 
such  by  the  governor  of  the  State.  He  is,  therefore,  entitled,  on  the  merits  of  his  case, 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  the  term  of  six  years  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  of  March,  A.  D.  1877. 

M.  C.  Butler^ 8  ease. 

Under  the  view  taken  of  the  facts  relative  to  Mr.  Corbin's  election  and  the  legal  effect 
thereof,  it  would  seem  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  grounds  of  Mr,  Butler's  claim  to  be 
Senator,  as  it  is  impossible  that  he  should  have  been  legally  elected  if  Mr.  Corbin  had 
already  been  elected.  That  the  legislature  cannot,  after  electing  one  person  as  Senator, 
subsequently  set  aside  this  election  and  elect  another  person  to  the  same  seat  has  been 
.decide  by  the  Senate  in  the  case  of  Potter  vs.  Robbing,  from  Rhode  Island.     But  we 
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think  it  is  not  improper  in  this  connection  to  consider  briefly  the  facts  in  his  case,  and 
npon  which  his  title  depeuds. 

The  lifty-sevcn  Democratic  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  holding;  certiii- 
cates  of  election  under  the  determination  of  the  board  of  State  canvassers  ou  the  ;*rih  day 
of  November,  187G,  declined  to  enter  the  State-house  and  unite  with  the  other  fifty-nint- 
Repubticau  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  there  assembled;  but,  by  themselves, 
assembled  in  a  private  hall,  calle<l  Carolina  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Columbia.  Eight  other 
persons,  five  from  Ed«;efield  County  and  three  from  Laurens  County,  claiming  to  l>e  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  representatives  elect,  but  holding  no  certilicates  of  election  from 
the  board  of  State  canvassers,  assembled  with  said  fifty-seven  members  at  Carolina  Ilall. 
This  body,  so  made  up,  organized  by  electing  William  H.  Wallace  speaker.  In  the  organ- 
ization of  this  body  it  was  assumed  that  the  fifty-seven  members  with  certificates  of  elec- 
tion and  the  eight  persons  claiming  seats  from  Edgefield  and  Laurens,  but  who  liad  uo 
certificates  of  election,  constituted  a  quorum  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  the  same 
was  competent  to  do  business. 

On  the  4th,  5tli,  and  Gtli  of  December,  1876,  six  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives assembled  at  the  State-house,  and  who  had  been  regularly'  sworn  iu  as  membt-rs 
of  that  house  and  had  taken  part  in  its  organization,  retired  therefrom,  and  joinetl  the 
Wallace  house  at  Carolina  Hall.  One  of  them  subsequently  returned  to  his  seat  in  thi- 
body  at  the  State-house. 

This  body,  at  Carolina  Ilall,  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  1876,  this  being  the  secoml 
Tuesday  after  the  meetin;^  and  pretended  organization  thereof,  proceeded  to  vote  for  a 
United  States  Senator,  taking  one  ballot,  which  resulted  in  no  choice.  From  day  to  day 
this  house  continued  to  vote  for  a  United  States  Senator,  but  without  makingany  choice, 
until  the  19th  of  December,  1876,  when,  having  then  present  eleven  memljei^s  of  tho 
senate  (six  less  than  a  majority  of  that  lx)dy),  the  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  M. 
C.  Butler  as  Senator.  The  senate,  as  such,  never  recognized  in  any  manner  this  iissem- 
blage  at  Carolina  Hall  as  the  house  of  representatives;  but  always  recognized  the  other 
body  assembled  in  the  State-house  as  the  lawful  house  of  representatives. 

Was  the  election  of  Mr.  Butler  under  these  circumstances  valid?  It  is  impossible  th;it 
it  can  be  so  regarded. 

There  was  no  quorum,  n«  majority  of  the  members  chosen  at  the  then  recent  electioD. 
present.  As  already  stated,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  members  of  the  house  of  represent- 
atives had  been  chosen  at  the  recent  election,  and  no  more.  Of  this  uuml)er  filty-nine 
were  neces.sary  for  a  "quorum  to  do  business,"  and  there  were  but  fifty-seven  liere  pres- 
ent. Such  a  body  could  not  lawfully  organize  as  a  house  of  representatives,  and  all  its 
pretended  acts  were  void.  Again,  it  is  not  possible  to  recognize  this  Inxly  ;isthe  legisla- 
ture of  South  Carolina,  which  under  the  United  States  Constitution  alone  could  elect  a 
Senator. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  consists,  under  the  constitution  of  that 
State,  of  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

A  quorum  of  those  two  bodies  must  each  meet  and  organize,  and  they  must  recognin' 
each  other  before  they  onu  be  considered  the  legislature  of  the  Stiite.  Until  this  is  done 
the  legislature  is  not  organized. 

This  body  never  had  a  senate  recognizing  ami  corresponding  with  it.  Without  such  a 
body,  even  if  itself  lawful,  it  was  nothing  in  law,  and  could  do  nothing  as  a  legislative 
body.  It  did  not,  in  fact,  during  its  whole  session  do  any  legislative  act  ori)retendthat 
it  could  do  any.  U  recognized  its  own  impotency  in  this  respect,  but,  strange  inconsist- 
ency, it  made  a  dash  at  the  election  of  a  United  States  Senator. 

The  defects  in  Mr.  Butler's  title  to  a  sciit  in  the  Senate  as  Senator  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  may  be  stated  briefly  as  follows: 

1.  There  wius  no  vacancy  to  be  filled  at  the  time  of  his  election  on  December  19,  1876, 
tu-y  Mr.  Corbin  had  been  lawfully  elected  to  Siiid  office  ou  the.  12th  of  December,  lt^7G. 

2.  The  house  of  rcpix*sentativcs  that  assumed  to  elect  Mr.  Butler  had  no  quorum  at 
the  time  it  was  organized,  and  was  never,  therelbre,  a  lawful  body. 

The  additions  made  to  it  by  recruits  from  the  house  of  representatives  assembled  in 
the  State-hou.se  did  not  make  it  a  lawful  body.  If  that  house  was  a  lawful  body  at  it* 
organization,  it  would  so  remain,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  five  of  its  memiK'rs. 

if,  by  their  absence,  it  was  reduced  below  a  quorum,  no  business  could  In?  done  ex- 
cept to  adjourn  or  send  for  the  ab.sent  members. 

But  that  house  was  not  in  fact  at  any  time  reduced  l)elow  a  «iuorum.  It  remained 
mtact  from  the  day  of  its  organization,  November  28,  1876,  till  December  22,  1870,  fol- 
lowing, wlicn,  in  connection  with  the  senate,  it  adjourned. 

:?.  But  admittin.'jc  all  that  is  claimed  by  Mr.  liutler  for  the  Wallace  house  at  Car- 
olina Hall,  that  it  was  lawfully  organized  and  had  a  quorum  of  the  house  present,  still, 
while  this  would  invalidate  Mr.  Corbin's  election,  it  would  not  make  valid  Mr.  Batler^s 
election.     The  single  and  isolated  liouse  of  representatives  of  South  Csirolinu  Cimnot  by 
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any  process  of  reasoning  be  held  to  constitute  the  legislature  of  that  State.  The  consti- 
tution of  that  State  requires  a  senate  and  house  of  representat  ives  for  that  purpose.  But 
the  Wallace  house  hall  no  senate  to  recognize  it.  It  stood  isolated  aud  alone,  and,  so 
standing,  it  could  originate  no  lawful  action.  It  could  no  more  eltN-t  a  iS'enator  than  it 
could  enact  laws. 

The  following  resolution  is  submitted  as  the  determination  of  the  committee  upon  the 
merits  of  this  controversy: 

Resolced,  That  David  T.  Corbin  was,  on  the  12th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1876,  duly 
elected  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  a  Senator  from  that  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  Unit-ed  States  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1877,  and  that,  as  such,  he  is  entitled  to  have  the  oath  of  office  adminis- 
tered to  him. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINOBITY 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  which 
committee  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  T.  Corbin,  praying  the  Senate  *'  to  inquire 
into,  hear,  and  determine  on  their  merits  the  claim  and  right  of  the  petitioner  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1877,"  being  unable  to  agree  with  the  reasoning  and  con- 
clusion of  the  mtyority  of  the  committee,  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  their  views 
in  the  premises. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1877,  the  credentials  of  David  T.  Corbin  and  M.  C.  Butler,  each 
claiming  the  seat  as  Senator  from  iSouth  Carolina,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  when  appointed.  Two  days 
thereafter  the  committee  was  appointed,  and  received  the  credentials  of  both  claimants 
for  the  seat. 

Mr.  Butler  filed  a  printed  statement  setting  forth  the  issues  of  fact  and  law  upon  which 
he  claimed  the  seat. 

Mr.  Corbin  also  filed  a  like  statement  setting  forth  the  issues  of  fact  and  law  upon  which 
he  claimed  the  seat. 

Replies  to  the  statements  thus  made  were  also  filed. 

On  examination  of  the  issues  thus  made  up  there  seemed  to  be  no  material  issue  of 
fact  between  the  contestants,  and  the  question  as  to  which  of  them,  or  whether  either, 
was  duly  elected  by  a  legal  legislatare  was  one  of  law. 

In  this  condition  the  contest  remained  until  the  20th  of  November,  1877,  and  on 
this  latter  day  a  motion  was  made  in  the  Senate  "that  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  credentials  of  M.  C.  Butler,  of 
South  Carolina."  The  reason  alleged  for  this  motion  was  that  the  facts  were  all  stated 
in  the  records  furnishe<l  by  the  contestants;  that  neither  of  the  contestants  desired  to 
take  any  testimony  aliunde,  and  that  the  question  of  law  could  be  debated  and  decided 
in  the  Senate  as  well  without  as  with  a  report  from  the  committee. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  after  elaborate  debate,  this  resolution  to  discharge  the  com- 
mittee was  accepted  by  the  Senate,  and  after  further  debate,  and  after  the  statements  made 
and  printed  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Corbin  and  arguments  on  both  sides  had  been  read  and  made  in 
the  Senate,  the  Semite  agreed  to  a  motiton  to  swear  in  Mr.  Butler,  and  he  was,  on  the  30th 
of  November,  sworn  in  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  the  term  in  contest.  A 
vote  admitting  one  contestant  to  a  seat  is  certainly  a  vote  denying  the  same  seat  to 
another  contestant  when  both  contestants  are  parties  to  the  issue.  No  motion  was  made 
to  reconsider  this  action  of  the  Senate,  and  no  reservation  was  made  looking  to  any  fur- 
ther contest  between  the  claimants.  On  the  26th  of  March,  1878,  and  during  a  subse- 
<iuent  session  of  Congress,  the  petition  now  under  consideration  by  Mr.  Corbin,  asking  the 
Senate  *'to  inquire  into,  hear,  aud  determine  his  right  and  claim  "  to  the  same  seat  in 
the  Senate  was  referred  to  this  committee. 

In  considering  this  petition  the  facts  which  have  been  presented  to  this  committee  are 
precisely  the  same  which  were  presented  on  the  former  consideration  of  this  case.  Not 
a  new  fact  has  been  presented,  nor  ofiered  to  be  presented,  and  not  an  old  fact  hxis  been 
withdrawn  or  modified,  nor  offered  to  be  withdrawn  or  modified.  The  arguments  now 
made  have  been  made  from  the  same  statements  and  briefs  filed  on  the  former  hearing, 
and  not  a  new  question  of  law  has  been  presented  except  the  issue  of  res  adjudicata. 
No  charge  of  fraud  has  been  made  against  the  former  decision.  No  allegation  that  test  i- 
mony  was  before  excluded  which  ought  to  have  been  admitted,  or  that  testimony  was 
admitted  which  ought  to  have  been  excluded;  no  request  by  either  party  to  produce  testi- 
mony has  been  denied,  and  no  pretense  that  testimony  then  offered  and  excluded  can 
now  be  produced.  The  jurisdiction  is  the  same;  the  parties  arc  the  same;  the  subject- 
matter  of  contest  is  the  same;  the  facts  are  the  same,  and  the  questions  of  law  are  the 
same.  The  petition  now  before  us  is  a  mere,  sheer,  naked  proposition  that  the  Senate  at 
a  subsequent  session  shall  revote  on  the  identical  questions,  facts,  and  issues  on  which 
th(r  Senate  voted  and  decided  at  a  former  session. 
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Without  going  into  a  tedious  and  unneceasury  review  of  the  authorities  and  cases  to 
be  found  in  the  books,  we  deem  it  suilicient  to  ^ay  that  no  demand  like  that  contained 
in  the  petition  of  Mr.  Corbin  was  ever  grautctl  by  this  Senate,  nor,  as  we  believe,  by  any 
legislative  body. 

In  the  case  of  Bright  and  Fitch,  in  the  Thirty-liftli  Congress,  the  parties  to  the  rehear- 
ing asked  were  new  and  different,  and  had  not  l)cftne  been  heard,  and  the  rehearing  itself 
was  asked  in  a  memorial  from  the  legishiturc  of  the  Stiite  of  Indiana.  But  l)ecause  **  all 
the  fatrts  and  questions  of  hiw  involved  were  as  fully  known  and  preseutt'd  to  the  ^^nate  " 
on  the  former  hearing  as  tliey  were  then  prc.<<ented  in  the  memorial  of  the  legislature  ask- 
ing a  rehearing,  it  wits  held  that  the  judgment  first  rendere<l  by  the  Senate  **  was  final, 
and  preclude<l  further  inquiry  into  the  subject." 

If,  on  the  former  hearing,Mr.  Corbin  had  been  denied  the  privilege  of  introdueing 
material  facts  which  he  ottered  to  produce;  if  he  ])resented  material  facts  now  which 
were  then  unknown;  if  all  the  facts  and  qut^tiims  of  law  now  known  and  jtreseutetl  were 
not  then  as  fully  known  and  prc^^cnted,  the  undersigned  will  not  undertiike  to  Hay  his 
petition  for  a  rehearing  ought  not  in  justice  and  right  to  l)e  gravely  heard  and  considered 
on  the  merits.  But  as  Mr.  Corbin  Iiimsclf  has  .•suggested  no  new  facts  or  questions  of 
law,  and  &s  we  well  know  that  all  the  I'acts  and  (|ucstioDs  of  law  now  known  and  pre- 
sented wen*  then  (juite  as  well  known  and  ]>resented  both  to  the  committee  and  the 
Senate,  we  cannot  regard  his  ))etition  for  an(»ther  vote  as  entitled  to  further  considera- 
tion. 

If,  however,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  shall  differ  with  us  in  the  view  we  have  presented. 
and  shall,  without  precedent,  without  law  ami  without  reason,  determine  to  rc<examine 
on  its  merits  the  title  of  Mr.  Corbin  to  the  i^cdt  which  he  claims  in  the  Senate,  we  sub- 
mit that  the  former  de<-i.sion,  excluding  him  from  that  si^at,  was  right,  and  ought  not  to 
Ik'  reversed. 

There  is  no  controversy  between  the  c<mtestants  jdK)Ut  the  facts,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion presented  is  one  of  law.  The  only  real  (|uestion  i**,  whether  the  house  of  rrpre- 
Kcntatives  of  the  legislature  wliirh  it  is  claim<>d  elected  Mr.  Corbin  was  a  legal  house  or 
a  legal  quorum  of  a  house  umier  the  constitution  and  laws  of  South  Carolina. 

By  section  -1,  Article  II,  of  the  constitution,  it  is  is  jtrovided  that  "the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives .shall  c<msi.Ht  of  one  Inunlred  and  twenty-four  members." 

By  s4*ction  11,  Article  II.  it  is  jirovided  that  ''a  majority  of  each  house  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum  to  <Io  business;  but  a  smaller  iuiuiInt  may  adjourn  from  day  to  tlay,  and 
may  compel  the  attendance  of  ab^'ut  nienilK'rs  iu  such  m^inner  and  under  such  penalties* 
as  may  1m^  pn»vided  by  law." 

It  is  diflicult  to  see  how  language  cnuld  more  plainly  detine  what  Nhould  he  a  house. 
or  what  should  1h'  a  iiuorum  of  a  hou^e.  or  what  only  a  le*<s  numher  than  a^iuoruni  had 
power  to  do.  Nor  is  there  anything  in  law.  monUs.  or  paity  exigency  which  ran  ju.stifv 
a  n*sort  to  construction  or  .sophi>try  to  confu.se  su<-h  plain  language.  The  nunilMTof 
members  who  ns.sembled  in  what  is  c;ille<i  the  Markey  hou<<\  wiiich  pretemhtl  to  eUt't 
Corbin,  was  lilty-nine.  Clearly  this  was  neither  a  hous«'  nor  the  quoium  of  a  house,  an 
plainly  detined  by  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  ti.i-^  numher  had  no  iNiwer  exit-pt  tii 
adjourn  t'rom  <lay  to  dav  an<l  compel  the  attendance  of  ab<^nt  meuilHTs.  But  this  uuni- 
Iht  proeiH'ded  to  organize  as  a  legal  qufirum  to  do  bu>ines>:. 

The  pretext  for  this  extraordinary  a.s.sumpt  ion  <if  |M»w«'r  by  fifty -nine  memlM'rs  *a.s 
that  the  iHninl  of  State  <-anvas.Hers  lunl  only  issued  cert  i  fic.it  es  of  flection  to  one  hundreil 
and  sixteen  nu-mlN'rs,  aiHl  the  claim  is  that  tifty-nine  is  a  niaji>rity  of  one  hundnil  ai;d 
sixteen.  But  this  very  statement  admits  that  a  (|Uoium  of  the  house  ^:lm  ct-ititicd  as 
ek*cte<l.  The  tIfty-nine.  th«  n.  are  h-fi  without  excuse  lor  failing  to  cxemse  Iheironly 
power  under  the  cimstitution.  "  to  coni)»4-l  the  att<ndanee  uf  ah-ent  mem  hers.**  But  the 
facts  show  that  the  jHtipIe  in  fact  e1eete<l  onehundied  and  tweuty-lour  memlKTs — a  full 
house.  The  jtrecinet  commi'o'^ioners  and  the  county  com nii.<.*«ioners  of  election,  in  all  the 
countii's,  n.^|N'ctiveIy,  made  out  and  forward*  ft  the  .statements  re<|ulied  by  law  shouin!; 
thev«itiw  cast  at  the  election.  The  iMwird  of  State  canvaN-rrs  refusetl  to  cast  upthe  vot«^ 
in  the  cimnties  of  I-^Igelield  and  Kauren-i.  under  the  shallow  pretext  that  they  wiir 
unable  to  determine  whether  the  eleetions  in  1ho«>e  etiuntii*s  wen*  h'gal.  Hiey  refuMMl 
to  discharge  their  plain  ministerial  dutyitf  ca»tiMg  up  the  \ote*i  and  then*by  "«ieterniiiir 
and  declare  what  iM*rsons  hail  lM*en  by  the  gre.itest  number  of  votes  duly  ehrl4<d.**  hut 
excus***!  themselves  Irom  this  iluty  by  ]iretendiiig  they  were  not  able  to  determine  whether 
there  had  )>een  1eg:d  ele4iions  in  thosi'  counties  I  This  was  a  question  which,  under  %hv 
(^m.stitution,  each  hims4>  alone  ha<I  authority  to  (h-termino.  and  which  I  ho  iNiurd  of  Stat  r 
canviissers,  by  plain  languagt*  of  the  act  creating  it.  is  furbiddeii  to  detenuiur. 

In  due  time,  als«i.  the  honsi'  of  r<'])resentatives  did  iletermine  that  then*  IimI  Iteen  elee- 
tions  held  in  the  counties  of  Kdp'fleld  and  Laurens,  and  the  return**  very  plainly  showetl 
who  had  lM*en  elected,  and.  in  tact,  tin-  full  hoiis<  ot  uuf  hrndred  and  tweniy-fournieni- 
hers  were  elected.  Both  in  I'aet  and  \:i\\.  tlieninU'.  tiit>  i:i.ie  v.  as  nut  a  quitruni  of  thi* 
hoU'M-  to  do  hu*iiiies!).  and  Mr   Corbin  was  n<<t  eln-ted  by  a  legal  legislatun*. 
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The  facts  in  this  case  shx)w  very  plainly  that  the  board  of  State  canvassers  were  guilty 
of  a  disreputable  attempt  by  mere  trickery  to  defeat  the  result  of  the  election  by  the 
people,  and  such  conduct  should  not  receive  the  countenance  of  the  Senate. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  resolution  to  seat  Mr.  Corbin,  reported 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  be  not  adopted. 

A.  S.  MERRIMON. 
ELI  SAULSBURY. 
BENJ.  H.  HILL. 

Tuesday,  February  25,  1879. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  declaring  David 
T.  Corbin  duly  elected  and  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  25,  nays  36. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Conkling,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fitth  of  the  Sen- 
ators present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  aflSrmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Blaine,  Booth,  Cam- 
eron of  Wisconsin,  Chandler,  Conkling,  Dawes,  Dorsey,  Edmunds,  Ferry,  Hamlin,  Hoar, 
Howe,  Ingalls,  Kirkwood,  McMillan,  Mitchell,  Morrill,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Plumb,  Rollins, 
Wadleigh,  and  Windom. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Bailey,  Bamum,  Bayard,  Beck,  Cameron 
of  Pennsylvania,  Cockrell,  Coke,  Conover,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Den- 
nis, Eaton,  Garland,  Gordon,  Grover,  Harris,  Hereford,  Hill,  Jones  of  Florida,  Kernan, 
Lamar,  McCreery,  McDonald,  McPherson,  Matthews,  Maxey,  Merrimon,  Morgan,  Patter- 
son, Ransom,  Suulsbury,  Shields,  Voorhees,  Wallace,  Whyte,  and  Withers. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Fbiday,  February  28,  1879. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  David  T.  Corbin,  withdrawing 
his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  as  Senator-elect  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

[A  copy  of  the  letter  is  found  on  page  2028  of  the  Congrieasional  Record,  vol.  viii, 
part  3.] 

REIMBURSEMENT  OF  MR.  BUTLER'S  EXPENSES. 

Friday,  March  17,  1882. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous  consent: 

^'Resolved J  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  the  sum  of  $3,500 
to  M.  C.  Butler,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  reimbursement  of  ex- 
penses necessarily  incurred  by  him  in  defense  of  his  title  to  his  seat.' 


>> 


Monday,  March  20,  1882. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  following  resolution  reported  by  him  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections  on  the  17th  instant,  and  no  amendment  being  made  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate: 

'*A  resolution  to  pay  M.  C.  Butler  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  defending  hid  title 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate.'* 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  2046, 2047  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  xiii,  part  3.] 


c'U 


REIMBURSEMENT  OF  MR.  CORBIN 'S  EXPENSES. 

* '  To  pay  D.  T.  Corbin,  late  contestant  for  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate  from  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  his  expenses  of  such  contest,  $10,000." — U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large, 
45th  Cong.f  1877-'79,  vol.  20,  page  400;  surdry  civil  appropriation  bill,  approved  March  3, 
1879. 
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[Special  sessioo  of  Senate.  MaArh.  1^?77.  aofl  second  sesaoo  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congress.] 

La  1  AYETTE  GROVEK, 
Senat'^r  from  Oi'i{jon   fiom  March  ^.  1877,  till  .}fai'ch  3,  1883. 

Maix-b  2. 1>77.  the  crc-tlt- iili:;!-^ « -f  Mr. « irover.  e!ec««i  for  tin.*  term  bejsiunin;;  M^rvh  4. 1,>77.  wrrtr  prr 
sented.  Mari^^h  7.  a  moir;cTi:il  «<f  ti'.izt n?  of  Mrrson  pnite»un^ agaiD<«4  h  s udnis^iou  to  a  •«cat  wtrt 
presented,  and «■••>-.-:•.. iiv*;:'*  mudo  u>  ;he  c«alh-  tic ii.j; administered  loMr.  C!r^*\ernt  tlmt  liiuf.  The 
follow  i»g  day  lit  w.:*  o.iini:iteil  iiJtvr  d-'«ite.  Marcb  l».  Mr.  Grover^^uliniitto^l  a  rc^iolution  tJuit  iht 
tuetiioruil  !>*.•  r^'fom-^l  lo  »h.-  i.'*'.n  n:  :r  .c  ci>  Privi  cge?.  and  Elect ion:»  f*-r  invis'ipa*  on.  The  rtT«»lu- 
tion  wasnprt-fil  li..  Pi-i^::;l>t  r  14.  J-^TT.  t?it  t^'^tinioiiy  taken  was  printed.  Juue  15.  la^is.  iht-  ccmiirt- 
tee  roi>ortvd  that  il.v  •.  *.  :•:•.  n-x-  '.ikv:.  «i.J  iivt  "U-'aiu  any  of  the  ch&rRv^.  The  i-«iiiiiuitti-«  a$ikt<i  lu 
be  dia4.harjre<l  iVoai  ii:t:*  :'•  -"lior  »■«•:.>  ♦!t.T.ii;«»!i  «'f  the  sul'^-ct.  U«c  nK.ml«er  of  the  i-ooiinittec.coii- 
eurrinp:  in  th«.  <:-««in  ii:->i'»a  .  :'  ij.',.>j:.:::  »Uv  >wl*m:'tedv!eu<  more  at  length,  maintainin^thata^reat 
inju.'^tii.-e  wa.-*  done  t<»  Mr  virt-vi  r  l»y  :Lc-  •-■r^iueiaiiou  jjiveu  in  the  Senate  to  the  va^ue  c-barxe«  prr^ 
ferred  agaiiist  hii:i. 

The  hij>ttiry  «  f;hoi-t'<-  i-  r*.  ;r:ve.i  cun*:>Lsuf  a  iraiu>4*r'pt  of  the  proceedin|p$  of  the  Senate  relalinx 
to  it  troni  Senate  J.»ui  na*  _•!  ;?<■?*>  -?4:!i  a:id45tti  (\>ujr*-.a»<l  the  report  of  the  eommittei*  except  the 
teritinionyi  from  Senate  Ii«.iK>rt>  4'»:h  <  V.n;;  .Jd  ."h;!*..  No.5H». 

Special  reierenoes?  to  the  dt- !utes  of  osich  day  are  inserted  below. 

Friday.  March  *2.  1^77. 
Mr.  Kelly  pn-k.-uied  the  eredentials  of  La  Fayette  Grover.  elected  a  Senator  by  the 
le«n'>l»*ture  uf  Oregon  ibr  the  term  of  &ix  years  commencing  March  4,  1677:  which  wenr 
read. 

Wednesday,  Jfartk  7.  lt?77. 

Mr.  Wallace  movetl  that  the  oaths  required  by  law  be  now  administered  to  Mr.  La 
Fayette  Grover.  \vh<»se  credentials  were  heretofore  presented  as  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Oregon,  and  who  appe:ireil  at  the  Kir  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  llamliu  olijecled  to  the  aith  being  now  administered  to  Mr.  Grover,  for  the  reason 
that  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  Senator  from  Oregon,  now  absent  from  the  Chamber,  had  received  and 
desired  to  present  to  the  Senate  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Oregon  remonstrating  against 
Ibe  admission  of  the  said  Cin.iverto  a  .*eat  in  the  Senate. 

Pending  further  tlehate  np»>n  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bayard  to  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Blaine. 

Mr.  Mitchell  a<keil.  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  present  at  this  time 
a  memorial  of  citizens  orure<;on  protesting  against  the  admission  of  L.  F.  Grover  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  a«  a  Senator  from  that  State  until  certain  charges  therein  made  can  be  in- 
vestigated imd  di.^proved. 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  lie  on  the  table. 

[A  statement  by  Mr.  Mitchell  and  a  copy  of  the  memorial  are  found  on  pages  ^S.  "£1 
of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

TUIBSDAY,  Marrh  8,  1877. 

Mr.  Wallace  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

'•  Whereas,  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  and  thepnicticeof  the  Senate,  I^  Fav- 
ette  Grover.  claiminjx  to  \ye  a  Senator  Ironi  the  State  of  Oregon — his  credentials  being 
regular  and  in  due  form  and  there  being  no  contestant  for  the  seat — ^and  there  being  in 
said  State  but  one  body  elaimiugto  Ixj  the  legislature,  and  but  one  person  claiming  to  be 
the  governor,  and  there  beinjj  no  doubt  or  dispute  as  to  the  existence  of  one  legal,  right- 
ful State  guverument.  is  entitled  to  admission  to  a  .seat  in  this  body,  on  the  pnma  facit 
case  presented  by  such  credentials,  notwithstanding  the  objections  contained  in  the  jie- 
tition  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Urej^on  again^  his  admission:  Theretbre, 

**/?<.'j*t>/i7</.  That  the  credentials  of  l<.a  Fayette  (rrover  be  taken  from  the  table  and  the 
oaths  of  ofiice  l>e  now  adnuuistfredto  him. 

^'Jit'tfolnd.  ftirthir.  That  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Oregon  containing  chai^ges  again.^t 
La  Fayette  Grover  lie  on  the  table  until  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  is 
organized,  when  they  shall  1)e  referred  to  such  committee,  together  with  his  ci^entiaU, 
with  in.-trn<  tions  to  investij^te  such  charges  and  report  to  the  Senate  as  to  their  tmth 
or  falsity." 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto. 

After  debate, 

Mr.  Whytc  den«anded  a  division  of  the  question,  and  the  qnestion  being  first  put  on 
agreeing  to  the  first  resolution  and  preamble, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  question  recurring  on  the  second  resolution,  Mr.  Wallace,  \vith  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  withdrew  the  same. 

Whereupon 

Mr.  Grover  presented  himself  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Vice-President  having 
administered  to  him  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  31-39  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Fkiday,  3farch  9,  1877. 

Mr.  Grover  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to,  viz: 

''Eesoivedj  That  the  thirteen  memorials  heretofore  presented  to  the  Senate  by  Hon.  J. 
U.  Mitchell,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  369  citizens  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  reciting  that 
it  was  currently  reported  and  generally  believed  that  the  election  of  L.  F.  Grover  as  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States  was  procured  by  bribery,  corruption,  and  other  unlawftil 
means  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  that  the  said  L.  F.  Grover  did  cor- 
ruptly and  fraudently  issue  a  certificate  of  election  to  one  E.  A.  Cronin  as  a  Presidential 
elector,  on  December  G,  1876,  and  that  the  said  L.  F.  Grover  did  bear  false  witness  be- 
fore the  Senate  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  on  or  about  January  6,  1877,  be 
now  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  who  shall  thoroughly  inves- 
tigate and  report  upon  the  foregoing  charges,  with  power  to  send  ibr  persons  and  papers/' 

Wednesday,  March  14,  1877. 

Mr.  Mitchell  submitted  the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 
^^Ecsolvcdj  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be.authorized  to  designate 
a  subcommittee  of  three  of  its  members  who  shall  have  authority  to  sit  in  the  vacation 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  testimony  and  making  report  to  full  committee  at  Commence- 
ment of  next  session  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  authorizing  an  investi- 
gation  into  certain  charges  preferred  against  La  Fayette  Grover,  Senator  from  Oregon; 
and  such  subcommittee  shall  have  all  the  powers  xto  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
administer  oaths  that  the  full  committee  now  has.'' 

Thursday,  March  16,  1877. 

Mr.  Mitchell  presented  twenty-three  petitions  of  citizens  of  Oregon,  praying  that  L. 
F.  (i rover  may  be  denied  a  seat  in  the  Senate  until  certain  charges  preferred  against  him 
may  be  investigated;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell to  authorize  tne  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  appoint  a  subcommittee 
to  sit  during  the  recess  for  the  investigation  of  certain  charges  against  La  Fayette  Grover, 
a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Oregon ;  and 

Pending- debate,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

[The  latter  proceeding  is  taken  from  the  Record.  It  does  not  appear  in  the  Journal. 
The  debate  is  found  on  page  42  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Friday,  March  16,  1877. 

The  Senate  resumed,  &c.,  and  an  amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Saulsbury, 
Pending  debate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Allison,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

[Ihe  debate  is  found  on  page  43  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Saturday,  March  17,  1877. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Mitchell  on 
the  14th  instant,  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  appoint  a 
subcommittee  to  sit  during  the  recess  for  the  investigation  of  the  charges  against  La  Fay- 
ette Grover,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Oregon;  and 

The  question  beiog  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Saulsbury,  viz:  Strike  out  all 
after  the  word  "resolved"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert: 

"  That  thjD  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  election  of  La  Fayette  Grover  as  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Orcj^on,  bo,  and  the  said  committee  Ls,  instructed  to  appoint  the  judge  of  the  fourth  judi- 
cial district  of  said  State  a  commissioner  to  take  testimony  relating  to  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  in  said  resolution,  and  the  said  commissioner  so  appointed  shall  have  power 
and  authority,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  to  issue  subpoenas  for  witnesses  as  well  on  behalf 
of  the  said  La  Fayette  Grover  as  against  him,  and  to  give  due  notice  of  the  time  and 
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place  when  and  where  the  testimony  will  be  taken.  The  testimoDy  so  taken  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  said  committee,  which  shall  report  the  same,  with  their  conclusions 
thereon,  at  the  next  regular  pession  of  the  Senate," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mitchell  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  "instructed"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting: 

**To  appoint  from  its  members  a  subcommittee  of  three,  who  shall  take  testimony  re- 
lating to  the  matters  referred  to  in  said  resolution  and  report  to  the  fall  eonamittee  on 
the  tirst  Monday  in  December  next;  and  for  such  purpose  said  sabcommittee  shall  have 
power  to  sit  in  vacation;  and  if  they  deem  expedient,  go  to  the  State  of  Oregon;  and 
such  committee  shall  have  power  to  employ  a  clerk,  stenographer,  and  sergeant-at-arms, 
and  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  the  general  committee  to  administer  oaths  and  send  for 
persons  and  papers;  and  the  expenses  of  such  subcommittee,  not  exceeding  $10,000,  shall 
be  x>aid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  upon  vouchers  to  be  approved  by  the 
chairman  of  such  subcommittee, " 

After  debate, 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia,  to  amend  the  amendment  as  amended  by 
striking  out  the  work  *' clerk,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  10,  nays  34. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- 
fifth  of  the  Senators  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  atlirmative  are  Messrs.  Beck,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Dennis, 
Harris,  Hereford,  Hill.  McCreerj',  McPherson,  Wallace,  and  W^hyte. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blaine,  Bogy, 
Chaffee,  Christianc\%  Conkling,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Dorsey,  Eaton,  Garland,  Hamlin,  In- 
galls,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nevada,  McMillan,  Maxey,  Mitchell,  Morrill.  Morton,  Oglesby, 
Paddock,  Patterson,  Plumb,  Kandolph,  Rollins,  Sargent,  Saulsbnry,  Saunders,  Spencer, 
Teller,  Wadleigh,  and  Windom. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  to  further  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  thereto  the 
following: 

*'And  that  the  said  L.  F.  G  rover  shall  be  notified  of  the  sessions  of  the  said  subcom- 
mittee, with  the  right  to  be  present  at  the  examination  of  witnesses," 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Saulsbury,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to;  and, 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  as  follows: 

^'^ Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  which  was  referred  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  election  of  La  FayetteGrover  as  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Oregon,  be,  and  the  said  committee  is,  instructed  to  appoint  from  its  members 
a  subcommittee  of  three,  who  shall  take  testimony  relating  to  the  matters  referred  to  in 
said  resolution,  and  report  to  the  full  committee  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next; 
and  for  such  purpose  such  subcommittee  shall  have  power  to  sit  in  vacation,  and,  if  they 
deem  expedient,  go  to  the  State  of  Oregon;  and  such  subcommittee  shall  have  power  to 
employ  a  clerk,  stenographer,  and  sergeant-at-arms,  and  shall  have  all  the  power  of  the 
general  committee  to  administer  oaths  and  send  for  persons  and  papers;  and  the  expenses 
of  such  subcommittee,  not  exceeding  $10,000,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  Senate  upon  vouchers  to  be  approved  by  the  chairman  of  such  subcommitte:  and 
that  the  said  L.  F.  Grover  shall  1)e  notified  of  the  sessions  of  the  said  subcommittee,  with 
the  right  to  be  present  at  the  examination  of  witnesses," 

It  wiis  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  39,  nays  8. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WTiy te,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fiilh  of  the  Senatore 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are  Messrs.  Allison,  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blaine,  Bogy, 
Booth,  Bruce,  Chaffee.  Christiancy,  Coke,  Conkling,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Dorsey,  Eaton] 
Garland,  Hamlin,  Hoar,  Howe,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Nevada,  McMillan,  McPherson' 
Maxey,  Mitchell,  Morgan,  Morrill,  Morton,  Oglesby,  Paddock,  Patterson,  Randolph! 
Rollins,  Sargent,  Saunders,  Spencer,  Teller,  WiSleigh,  Windom,  and  Withers 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are  ^lessrs.  Cockrell,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Harris, 
Hereford,  McCYeery,  Merrimon,  Wallace,  and  Whyte. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  43-46  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  vi.] 

Pbiday,  December  14,  1877. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McMillan, 

Ordered,  That  the  testimony  taken  before  the  snbconmiittee  of  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections,  designated  to  investigate  certain  charges  against  La  Fayette  GroTer 
a  ^nator  from  the  State  of  Oregon,  be  printed. 
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Satubdat,  Jwne  15,  1878. 

Mr.  Wadleigh)  £rom  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  who  were  instructed 
by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  9, 1877,  to  investi^te  certain  matters  touching 
the  election  of  La  Fayette  Grover  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Oregon,  submitted  a 
report  (No.  540),  with  a  recommendation  that  the  committee  be  disdiaiged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution,  and  that  any  member  of  said  committee  have 
leave  to  present  to  the  Senate,  at  the  present  or  the  next  session,  his  views  in  writing 
upon  said  testimony;  and 

Leave  was  granted  as  requested. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  his  views 
on  the  question  of  the  election  of  La  Fayette  Grover  as  a  Senator  fh>m  the  State  of  Ore^ 
gon,  to  accompany  the  report  of  the  committee  (No.  540)  this  day  made. 

BSPOBT  OF  COMMITTEB. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Wadleigh  (chairman),  Mitchell,  Cameron  of  Wis- 
oonsin,  McMillan,  Hoar,  Ingalls,  Saulsbury,  Merrimon,  and  Hill.] 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
June  15,  1878. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wadleigh,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  authorizing  said  committee  to  investigate  and  report  upon  charges  that  the 
election  of  La  Fayette  Grover  as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Oregon  was  procured  by 
bribery,  corruption,  and  other  unlawful  means,  report  that  in  their  opinion  the  evidence 
taken  does  not  sustain  any  of  said  charges  against  him. 

Your  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  said 
resolution,  and  that  any  members  of  said  committee  have  leave  to  present  to  the  Senate 
at  the  present  session  or  the  next  session  their  views  in  writing  upon  said  testimony. 

views  of  me.  saui^buey. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  a  member  of  the  subcommittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  appointed 
to  take  testimony  in  reference  to  the  election  of  the  Hon.  L.  F.  Grover  as  Senator,  con- 
curring in  the  foregoing  conclusion  of  the  committee,  submits  more  at  length  his  own 
views.  , 

At  the  special  session  of  the  Senate  in  March,  1877,  the  following  resolution,  offered 
by  Senator  Grover,  was  adopted,  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections 
certain  memorials  which  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  requiring  said  commit- 
tee to  investigate  the  allegations  therein  contained.  The  resolution  is  in  the  following 
words: 

^^  Resolved  J  That  the  thirteen  memorials  heretofore  presented  to  the  Senate  by  Hon. 
J.  H.  Mit<ihell,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  369  citizens  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  reciting 
that  it  was  currently  reported  and  generally  believed  that  the  election  of  L.  F.  Grover 
as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  was  procured  by  bribery,  corruption,  and  other  un- 
lawful means  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  and  that  the  said  L.  F.  Grover 
did  corruptly  and  fraudulently  issue  a  certificate  of  election  to  one  E.  A.  Cronin  as  a 
Presidential  elector  on  December  6,  1876,  and  that  the  said  L.  F.  Grover  did  bear  false 
witness  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  on  or  about  January 
6,  1877,  be  now  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  who  shall  thor- ' 
ougbly  investigate  and  report  upon  the  foregoing  chaiges,  with  power  to  send  for  persona 
and  papers." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  memorials  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolution: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

Whereas  it  is  currently  reported  and  generally  believed  that  L.  F.  Grover  by  bribery, 
the  corrupt  use  of  money,  and  other  unlawful  and  dishonorable  means  procured  his 
election  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Or^on  at 
its  lost  session;  and 

Whereas  the  said  L.  F.  Grover,  in  obedience  to  a  corrupt  scheme  to  defraud  tlie  ( 
of  Oregon  of  its  proper  electoral  vote,  as  the  governor  thereof  did  npl^ifAiUv 
estly,  corruptly,  and  by  acts  of  usurpation,  declare  elected  to 
tial  elector  for  the  State  of  Oregon,  on  the  6th  day  of  Deoeml 
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oertilicate  of  election  to  one  £.  A.  Cronin,  who  had  been  defeated  by  the  people  for  aaid 
office  by  more  than  1,000  nuyority;  and 

Whereas  the  said  L.  F.  Grover  did  firandnlently  ondertake  to  sustain  his  said  act 
by  falsely  testifying  as  a  witness  concerning  the  same  before  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections  on  or  abont  the  6th  day  of  January,  1877: 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Oregon,  earnestly  bnt 
lespectfolly  ask  that  the  said  L.  F.  Grover  be  denied  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate 
as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Oregon  xmtil  the  for^^ing  charges  are  thoroughly  investi- 
gated and  disproved. 

M.  L.  WILMOT  and  others. 

Subsequently  during  the  same  session  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  instraci- 
ing  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  appoint  a  subcommittee  from  its  mem- 
bers to  take  testimony  relating  to  the  matters  rei'erred  to  in  the  said  memorials  and  report 
the  testimony  taken  to  the  full  committee  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  present  session. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  last  referred  to: 

'^That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  relating  to  the  election  of  La  Fayette  Grover  as  Senator  fronoL  the  State  of 
Oregon,  be,  and  the  said  committee  is,  instructed  to  appoint  from  its  members  a  subcom- 
mittee of  three,  who  shall  take  testimony  relating  to  the  matters  referred  to  in  said 
resolution  and  report  to  the  full  committee  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next;  and 
for  such  purpose  such  subcommittee  shall  have  power  to  sit  in  vacation  and  if  they  deem 
expedient  go  to  the  State  of  Oregon;  and  such  subcommittee  shall  have  pov^er  to  employ 
a  derk,  stenographer,  and  sergeant-at-arms,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  of  the  general 
committee  to  administer  oaths  and  send  for  persons  and  papers;  and  the  expenses  of  such 
subcommittee,  not  exceeding  $10,000,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate  upon  vouchers  to  be  presented  by  the  chairman  of  such  committee.'* 

In  obedience  to  said  resolution  a  subcommittee  consisting  of  the  late  Senator  Morton, 
Senator  McMillan,  and  the  undersigned,  was  appointed,  who  proceeded  to  Portland,  in 
the  State  of  Oregon,  and  examined  a  large  number  of  witnesses,  whose  testimony  has 
already  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate. 

The  undersigned,  as  a  member  of  the  subcommittee  charged  with  the  duty  of  making 
the  investigations  required  by  the  first  mentioned  resolution,  begs  leave  respectfully  to 
submit  his  own  conclusions  from  the  evidence  taken. 

An  examination  of  the  testimony  will  show  that  the  widest  latitude  was  given  to  the 
investigation  by  the  subcommittee.  Witnesses  were  not  restricted  to  matters  within 
their  own  knowledge,  but  were  allowed  to  testify  as  to  their  beliefs  and  suspicions,  un- 
supported by  any  i'acts,  and  to  narrate  hearsay  evidence  of  no  higher  character  than  the 
fugitive  rumors  which  are  not  unfrequently  current  on  the  streets  of  a  State  capital 
preceding  the  election  of  a  United  States  Senator. 

It  may  be  at  times  impossible  for  a  legislative  committee  to  apply  to  an  investigation 
with  which  it  is  charged  the  rules  which  govern  the  admissibility  of  evidence  in  courts 
of  justice,  but  the  under8igne<l  must  be  allowed  to  express  his  conviction  that  in  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  truth  of  allegations  afiecting  the  personal  honor  of  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  as  well  as  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  body,  no  such  wide  departure  should  be  al- 
lowed in  the  admission  of  testimony  as  the  evidence  in  this  case  will  show  was  permitted. 
While  Senator  Grover  can  have  no  cause  to  regret  the  latitude  that  was  given  to  the 
inquiry  into  matters  alleged  against  him  or  the  regularity  of  his  election,  by  reason  of 
anything  elicited  against  him  or  those  to  whom  he  owes  his  election  to  the  Senate,  it 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  become  a  precedent  to  govern  similar  investigations  in  the 
future. 

The  undersigned  objected  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  investigation  to  the  lati- 
,  tude  in  the  examination  of  witnesses  which  is  usually  allowed  in  investigations  l^  leg- 
islative committees,  and  insisted  on  an  observance,  as  far  as  possible,  of  t£e  rules  which 
obtain  in  courts  of  justice  in  that  regard.  Had  his  suggestion  been  adopted  in  practice, 
the  testimony  in  this  case  would  have  been  compressed  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  and 
would  have  excluded  a  large  mass  of  irrelevant  testimony  taken  by  the  subcommittee. 
The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  objections  whidi  he  made  on  this  point,  found 
at  pages  9,  10,  and  11  of  the  printed  testimony. 

Without  reviewing  in  detail  the  testimony  taken  by  the  subcommittee,  themiderBigned 
has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  so  far  from  justifying  the  insinuations  contained  in  the 
memorials  presented  to  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, it  completely  vindicates  Senator  Grover  fh>m  the  aspersions  attempted  to  be  CMi 
upon  him,  and  establishes  beyond  question  the  regularity  and  fiamefls  of  his  election  m 
a  Senator. 

The  testimony  shows  that  the  two  houses  of  the  Oregon  legislatiire  voted  aq^umtely 
ibr  Senator  on  the  day  fixed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  met  in  Joint  ooiiTeiilion  and  ^oM 
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for  Senator  daily  thereafter  until  Senator  Grover  received  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  all 
the  members  of  the  legislature.  In  the  vote  taken  in  the  two  houses  separately,  and  in 
every  vote  in  the  joint  convention,  he  received  a  larger  number  of  votes  than  any  other 
candidate. 

The  testimony  will  further  show  that  Senator  Grover,  in  the  final  caucus  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic members  of  the  legislature,  received  the  caucus  nomination,  and  was  thereafter 
the  onl3'  recognized  candidate  of  his  party  for  the  position,  and  as  such  received  ulti- 
mately the  vote  of  every  democratic  member  of  the  legislature. 

The  testimony  further  shows  that  during  the  contest  for  Senator  Governor  Grover 
repeatedly  assured  his  personal  and  political  friends  that  he  did  not  desire  and  would  not 
have  an  election  that  was  not  honorable  to  himself  and  his  party,  and  oflfered  to  with- 
draw from  the  contest  if  the  Democratic  members  could  agree  upon  any  other  candidate. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  no  member  of  the  Senate  is  freer  from  suspicion  of 
having  procured  his  election  to  the  body  by  improper  means  than  Senator  Grover,  while 
none  perhaps  has  been  subjected  to  more  unjust  and  slanderous  accusations,  or  could 
have  vindicated  his  character  more  completely  against  the  assaults  of  personal  and 
political  foes. 

The  only  witness  who  directly  or  indirectly  sought  to  connect  Senator  Grover  with 
bribery,  or  who  in  fact  professed  to  know  anything  about  the  corruption  of  any  member 
of  the  legislature,  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Styles.  This  witness,  who  had  made  an  af- 
fidavit to  be  sent  to  Washington  to  be  used  to  prevent  Governor  Grover  from  taking  his 
seat  iu  the  Senate,  testified  before  the  committee  to  a  conversation  between  Governor 
Grover,  Mr.  Gilfry,  and  William  H.  Watkins  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of  the  vote 
of  a  member  of  the  legislature  by  the  name  of  Goodman,  and  also  to  a  conversation  which 
he  liad  with  Goodman,  and  also  to  seeing  another  member,  by  the  name  of  Hosier,  come 
out  of  the  room  of  Governor  Grover  into  the  room  of  Mr.  Gilfry  with  several  hundred 
dollars  in  gold  in  his  hands.  In  reference^to  the  first  statement  he  was  contradicted  by 
,Goodman,  Gilfry,  and  Watkins,  and  in  reference  to  the  second  by  Gilfry  and  Hosier. 
See  testimony  of  Mr.  Groodman,  page  445,  from  which  the  following  extract  is  taken: 

"[The  Senator  here  called  the  attention  of  the  witness  to  certain  passages  in  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Styles,  as  printed  in  a  newspaper  which  he  held  in  his  hand.] 

' '  Question.  Did  Governor  Grover  ever  make  any  promise  to  you  of  any  office  whatever 
in  ca.se  he  was  elected  ? — Answer.  Never. 

'U^.  Did  he  approach  you  on  the  subject  of  voting  for  him? — A.  I  had  a  talk  with 
Governor  Grover,  but  he  did  not  mention  concerning  my  voting  for  him. 

"  (^.  He  said  nothing  in  that  conversation  in  the  way  of  inducements;  beheld  out  no 
indiicements  for  you  to  vote  for  him  ? — A.-  He  did  not  ofier  me  any  inducement  what- 
ever; iu  the  talk  with  him  he  asked  me  if  I  was  not  afraid  that  I  was  injuring  the  pros- 
pects of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  State  by  holding  out  as  I  did  against  the  caucus, 
but  he  never  during  the  conversation  asked  me  to  vote  for  him. 

"  (^.  Did  you  state  to  this  man  Styles  at  any  time  that  you  could  get  a  thousand  dol- 
lars for  your  vote? — A.  I  never  did.  I  consider  that  that  gentleman  has"  done  me  and 
Governor  Grover  a  great  injustice,  and  he  stands  before  the  people  of  Oregon  to-day  a 
perjured  villain. 

"  (2-  No  person  in  your  county,  as  I  understand,  believes  any  such  allegation  against 
you  V 

"Senator  HcHiLLAN.  Senator,  that  is  taking  a  pretty  wide  range,  it  seems  to  me. 

"  Senator  Saulsbuby.  No,  sir;  this  gentleman  is  a  man  of  character,  and  I  take  it 
that  he  has  a  right  to  say  before  this  committee  what  he'  knows  as  to  what  his  neigh- 
bors think  of  this  thing. 

"The  Witness.  No,  sir;  nobody  believes  it. 

"  Q.  Are  you  regarded  in  your  community  as  a  corrupt  man  ? — A.  I  think  not;  I  hope 
not,  at  least. 

"  Q.  Do  you  believe  there  are  any  Kepublicans  in  that  county  that  would  charge  it 
upon  you? — A.  I  don't  believe  there  are. 

"Q.  Now  I  will  ask  you  this  question,  Mr.  Goodman:  Did  you  ever,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, receive  one  dollar  for  your  vote  for  Governor  Grover  for  the  Senate  ? — A.  No,  sir, 
never;  not  one  dollar.  No  man  ever  approached  me  upon  that  subject,  either  of  the 
Grover  faction  or  the  Nesmith  faction. 

"Q.  Were  you,  directly  or  indirectly,  influenced  by  any  pecuniary  consideration  or 
reward,  in  any  shape,  manner,  or  form,  or  by  promises  of  office  or  money,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  connection  with  your  vote  for  Governor  Grover  for  the  Senate? — A.  There  was 
no  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  me  whatever.'* 

See  also  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Watkins,  page  589,  &c. 

See  also  testimony  of  J.  H.  Hosier,  page  412,  from  which  the  following  extract  is 
taken: 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  W.  H.  N.  Styles,  who  has  testified 


if, 


((  ( 
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before  the  couimittee  ? — Aii.-s\v«r.  I  ii«  \  •  r  .^iw  ti.v  iiiaii  ihat  1  know  of.  That  in  him  right 
over  there,  I  believe  [turning  to  tiie  lefi  unil  |K>inting  to  a  row  of  by-standere].  No,  I  am 
mLstaken;  I  beg  your  pardon;  that  is  a  better-looking  man  than  he  was.  I  will  take  it 
all  back.     He  >vu.s  sitting  right  over  there  [pointing]  a  few  moments  ago. 

*'  Q.  You  say  you  never 'saw  the  man  that  you  know  of— never  saw  him  till  now? — 
A.  I  never  saw  him  till  3'esterday.  I  never  saw  him  in  my  life  that  I  know  of  till  I 
came  here. 

Q.  That  man  in  his  testimony  swears  as  follows: 
Q.  Did  you  see  Hosier  at  any  time  after  the  election  ? — A.  I  did. 

'*  *  Q.  Wlu-re  did  you  see  him  ? — A.  I  was  introduced  to  him  in  Mr.  Gilfry*«  office.* 
Q.  Now,  I  iisk  you,  Mr.  M  osier,  if  it  is  true  that  you  were  introduced  to  Mr.  Styles 
in  Mr.  Oilfry's  oftice,  as  he  swears? — A.  I  never  was:  I  never  was  introduced  to  any  man 
by  that  name. 

"C^.  I'e  siivM  in  his  testimony  as  follows: 

"  '  Q.  When  was  that  ?— A.  One  or  two  days  after  the  election  1  sat  down  there  waiting 
for  Mr.  (iilfry  to  come  in.  As  I  sat  there  )H*rlia{)s  jillcen  minutes,  1  gues.««,  some  gentle- 
man came  in.  I  supposed  Mr.  Gilfry  was  in  the  other  room.  I  heard  some  one  talking 
in  there.  l)ut  I  did  not  go  in.  I  sat  down  there.  The  gentleman  came  in  who  was  in 
the  other  room,  that  i.<*,  in  the  governor's  rocmi.  I  may  have  s:it  there  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  and  Mr.  Mosier  came  in  from  the  governor-s  room.' 

"  (^  I  lu^kyou  now,  Mr.  Mosier,  if  that  a.«sertion  in  this  testimony  is  true? — A.  It  w 
not,  sir.     I  never  was  in  the  governor's  private  room  in  my  life  to  my  knowledge. 

*'  Q.  You  sjiy  here  u]nm  yowr  honor  and  upon  your  oath  that  that  is  not  true?— A.  1 
never  was  in  (iovernor  li rover's  private  nxmi  in  my  life. 

**  Q.  Thr  tt»stiniony  of  Mr.  Styles  goes  on: 

**  '(^.   Mr.  Mosior  ranu'  in  from  the  governor's  room? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'• '  (^.  Throuj^h  thedof)r  in  the  jKirtition? — A.  Yes.  sir.  He  came  into  the  room  where 
I  was  and  liad  money  in  his  hand.' 

"'Q.  I  ash  y<»u,  sir,  if  on  any  (Krasicm  yon  e\er  wen»  in  the  governor's  room? — A.  I 
was  not.  to  mv  r«*<olU'ction. 

**<^.  I  :i>k  you,  sir,  if  you  ev«*r  ramt*  out  of  the  governor's  r«K>ra  with  money  in  yoor 
hand? — A.  No,  .*^ir;  and  any  man  that  makes  that  a.H.<k*rtion or  testifies  to  that  statement 
is  a  liar. 

"Senator  McMii.i.AN.  Mr.  Mosier.  the  us(*of  tlmt  kind  of  language  does  not  add  any- 
thing to  tlie  strength  of  your  te.stiniony. 

".'Senator  SAri.*^in  »Y  i  to  the  witness).  S;iy  it  in  your  own  language,  sir.  You  have  a 
]>erfe('t  right  to  d<'rend  and  vindifiite  your  reputation  here  and  elsewhere. 

**Tiie  \ViTM>'^.  Yes  sir:  I  have,  and  I  will  do  it,  too.  1  have  a  right  to  say  wliat  I 
know  about  this  thing,  and  I  s:iy  it  is  falsi*. 

"  [The  answ(T  of  tlie  witness  was  gri^ettsl  by  aiiplausc  from  a  i>ortion  of  the  hy-Btaml- 
ers.] 

"'Hie  riiAiKM.w.  I  Kiid  a  while  ago  that  if  t best*  unseemly  dcnionstmtions  were 
reiH'ated  I  should  feel  it  t4>be  netM's^itry  to  clear  this  room.  Any  demonstraticins  of  applawe, 
or  otherwise,  ealmlated  either  to  eneimnige  and  emlN>1den  or  to  di»<coumji^*  and  intimi- 
date a  witnev4  an'  evidently  impro]M>r.  I  shall  let  it  ]u.ss  this  time;  hut  if  alter  this 
s<H*ond  warning  this  tiling  is  re]N*ated  I  sliall  luive  the  r<Hmi  cleared.  I  do  not  want  1o 
give  anylNuly  anv  f>ilen.s4>.  or  to  ]mt  anybody  out  if  I  can  help  it,  but  such  demons! rat inuA 
as  this  are  iiighly  impro|M'r,  ;is  every  man  who  indulgiw  in  it  must  know,  and  cannot  be 
tolemted  here. 

"The  WiiNK^H.  Tlies4'  things  do  not  eniimrage  me  any:  I  shall  state  the  facts  all  the 
Hiime.  whether  they  stamp  their  feet  or  not." 

Se4*  alHo  testimony  of  H.  II.  <iilfry.  fnmi  whieh  the  following  extmct  is  taken: 

"Senator  SAri-smuv.  I  ask  yon.  hir.  if  you  ev«T  >aw  Mr.  Ma^cr  in  (Sovcnior  GroTer'a 
privateofliee? — Answer.  No.  sir:  1  did  not.  I  do  not  think  be  was  in  thereat  all  daring 
the  session  of  the  legi>«latnri>. 

"Q.  \V;w  he  ever  in  the  governor's  private  ofliee  w ith  you ? — .V.  Mr.  Mosier?  Xo, 
sir;  he  never  ^;ls. 

"Q.   Did  you  ever  mm-  any  money  ])aid  to  Mr.  Mi»*ier?--A.  I  never  did:  no,  iir. 

"l^.  l>r  to  any  other  nieiiilM-r  of  thi-  legi-^lature? — A.   I  nevtr  did:  not  a  i-ciit.  air. 

"(J.  On  the  «Kra-iion  lu-re  n-fi-rn*!  to.  or  at  any  other  time? — A.  Nf»,  sir;  nevvr. 

"<^.  I>id  you  ever  sci*  .Mr.  Mo-^ierwith  any  money  in  hi.-,  hand  in  your  room? — A.  X«, 
sir. 

"l^.  t)r  anywhere  el-e?— A.   No.  sir 

"(^.  Did  you  ever  eonie  from  the  governor's  room  into  your  own  office  and  find  Mr. 
Styh's  in  your  own  <»tlio»? — A.  No,  sir:  I  never  did. 

"1^.  Do  you  pntnounee  tliat  statement,  then,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  yon,  ao  Qnmiti- 
gatiMl  falsehood? — A.  1  do,  eniphatieally.  It  is  an  unmitigated  fiUaefaood,  withont  oay 
foundation  whatever.  * '  — \  Testimony ,  page  578. ) 
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In  relation  to  other  matters  testified  to  by  Styles,  intiended  to  affect  the  c&aracter  of 
Senator  P^mer,  of  the  State  legislatare,  he  is  not  only  oontradicted  most  positively  by 
Senator  Palmer,  bnt  his  testimony  is  proven  to  be  false  by  the  overwhelming  testimony 
of  from  four  to  seven  witnesses,  on  every  important  point. 

Styles  is  also  impeached  by  more  than  twenty  witnesses,  who  swear  that  his  character 
for  truth  was  bad,  and  that  they  would  not  believe  him  on  oath. 

Nothing  but  the  importance  which  was  attached  to  the  statements  of  this  man  Styles 
by  those  who  originated  and  prosecuted  the  charges  against  Senator  Grover  could  have 
justified  so  extended  a  notice  of  his  testimony;  but  it  would  be  improper  to  dismiss  the 
statements  of  this  witness  without  saying  that  for  his  perjury  in  this  investigation  he 
was  indicted  in  the  United  States  district  court  in  Oregon  and  tried  before  a  jury  largely 
composed  of  Republicans,  eleven  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  conviction  to  one  opposed ; 
and  on  a  second  trial  he  again  escaped  because  of  a  divided  jury.  At  this  last  trial  the 
most  important  witness  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  accused  was  necessarily  absent,  attend- 
ing to  his  public  duties  in  Washington. 

It  will  be  observed  from  an  examination  of  the  testimony  that  the  theory  of  those  who 
sought  to  impeach  the  regularity  of  the  election  of  Senator  Grover  was  that  the  money 
used  iu  the  alleged  bribery  of  members  of  the  legislature  was  furnished  by  the  Hon. 
Joseph  S.  Smith,  formerly  a  member  of  CJongress,  and  Hon.  B.  Goldsmith,  formerly  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Portland.  Mr.  Smith  came  before  the  subcommittee  and  swore  that  he 
never,  directly  or  indirectly,  furnished  any  money  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  member  of 
the  legislature  on  the  Senatorial  or  any  other  question;  that  he  was  in  Salem  bnt  once, 
and  only  for  a  short  time,  during  the  Senatorial  contest,  and  then  only  to  prevent  the  us© 
of  his  own  name  for  the  position,  which  he  had  been  informed  might  be  done;  and  that 
he  did  not  while  there  speak  to  any  member  of  the  general  assembly  on  the  subject  of 
electing  a  Senator. 

Mr.  Goldsmith  was,  during  the  investigation,  in  the  city  of  New  York  with  one  of  his 
children,  whom  he  had  taken  there  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  difficult  operation  per- 
formed, and  was  consequently  not  before  the  committee,  but  telegraphed  to  the  chairman 
his  willingness  to  appear  at  any  time  and  place  convenient  to  the  committee,  and  testify 
touching  his  alleged  complicity  with  the  corruption  of  members  of  the  legislature,  and 
subsequently  sent  an  affidavit  denying  emphatically  having  furnished  one  dollar  for  the 
purpose  of  affecting  the  action  of  any  member  of  the  legislature  upon  the  Senatorial  ques- 
tion. Independently  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Goldsmith  himself,  it  was  abundantly 
proved  that  he  took  but  very  little  part  in  the  contest,  and  was  present  in  Salem  only  to 
procure  legislation  affecting  his  own  interest,  and  for  that  reason  was  careful  not  to  be- 
come mixed  up  in  the  Senatorial  question,  which  might  pr^udice  his  own  business  before 
the  legislature.  Besides,  it  was  conclusively  shown  that  Mr.  Groldsmith^s  financial  con- 
dition was  at  the  time  such  that  he  could  not,  if  he  had  desired,  advance  money  for  so 
improper  a  purpose. 

The  only  members  of  the  legislature  who  voted  for  Senator  Grover  against  whom  the 
least  whisper  of  suspicion  was  heard  in  the  undefined  rumors  circulated  by  party  malig- 
nity or  inspired  by  the  chagrin  of  disappointed  hope  were  Mr.  Goodman,  of  Umatilla 
County;  Mr.  Straight,  of  Clackamas  County;  Messrs.  Mosier  and  Butler,  of  Wasco  County ; 
Senator  Palmer,  of  Benton  and  Polk  Counties;  and  R.  W.  Wilson,  deceased,  a  represent- 
ative from  Clatsop  and  Tillamook  Counties. 

Whatever  suspicions  were  indulged  at  any  time  in  reference  to  Goodman,  Straight, 
Butler,  and  Palmer,  exc^t  so  lar  as  Mr.  Goodman  was  charged  by  Styles,  had  their  only 
foundation  in  the  fact  that  they  were  known  to  be  in  liavor  of  another  gentleman  for  Sen- 
ator, and  some  of  them  did  not  recognize  the  binding  obligation  of  a  caucus  nomination, 
and  therefore  did  not  take  part  in  the  caucus,  and  voted  in  the  separate  houses  and  in 
joint  convention  several  times  for  their  first  choice  for  Senator,  and  until  they  became 
satisfied  that  he  could  not  be  elected,  when  they  cast  their  votes  for  Senator  Grover. 

All  of  those  gentlemen  are  men  of  character  and  standing  in  their  respective  counties, 
and  testified  before  the  subcommittee  denying  most  positively  that  they  had  been  influ- 
enced in  voting  for  Governor  Grover  by  any  corrupt  or  other  improper  considerjition,  and 
explained  fully  their  entire  course  upon  the  Senatorial  question.  Neither  of  them  had 
aught  against  Senator  Grover,  who,  they  declared,  was  from  the  first  their  second  choice. 
Their  testimony  is  full  upon  this  point,  and  the  undersigned  refers  to  it  with  full  confi- 
dence that  it  will  satisfy  every  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  it  of  the  candor  and 
honesty  of  the  witnesses,  not  only  in  testifying  before  the  subcommittee,  but  in  their 
entire  action  upon  the  Senatorial  question. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Mosier,  his  indiscreet  conversation  while  intoxicated  gave  rise  to 
suspicions  that  he  desired  to  procure  money  for  his  vote  for  Senator,  and  the  man  Styles 
was  doubtless  instigated  thereby  to  charge  him  with  having  received  money  from  Gov- 
ernor Grover,  as  already  stated.  The  testimony  of  Mr.  Mosier  in  reply  to  the  statements 
of  Styles  has  already  been  given.  In  his  testimony  he  further  stated  that  his  only  ob- 
ject in  the  conversations  cited  against  him  was  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  rumors  to  the 
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effect  that  money  waft  being  xintd  to  defeat  the  election  of  Senator  Cn^ver.  and  that  he 
neither  received  nor  desired  to  rf-ccive  one  cent  for  his  vote  on  the  Senatorial  ^nesti'-'D. 
The  testimony  shows  that  he  voted  in  caucus  and  on  every  vote  but  one  in  thr  K^-parat.. 
houses  and  in  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  for  Senator  Grover.  and  that  be  w:t!.- 
drew  his  suppfjrt  from  Grover  on  one  vote  because  he  was  inr<>nr.e<l  that  the  St-nator  wa> 
opposed  to  certain  local  improvements  in  which  the  people  of  his  county  were  iniertstetl. 
and  upon  l>eing  assured  that  he  had  been  mLsinforme<l  upon  that  point  he  again  vott^i 
8tea<li]y  for  Governor  Grover,  who  was  his  first  choice.  He  was  shown  to  W-  u  rtpntahlv 
and  honest  man  by  persons  who  had  known  him  for  a  long  time,  and  to  l*e  in  gocl  rir- 
cumstances  and  under  no  necessity  to  obtain  money  in  any  improper  way.  The  nndfr- 
signed  does  not  l)elieve  that  Mr.  Mosier  was  either  given  or  promised  pecuniary  or  other 
reward  for  his  support  of  Senator  Grover,  and  that  whatever  suspicions  were  entertained 
against  his  integrity  were  traceable  to  his  own  indiscreet  conduct  while  in  a  state  of 
inebriety. 

The  only  other  member  whose  character  was  assaileil  by  suspicions  detailed  l>efore  the 
subcommittee  was  K.  W.  Wilson,  deceased.  Air.  Wilson,  being  dead,  could  not  pen^n- 
ally  vindicat<j  his  character  before  the  subcommittee;  but  eveiy*  ground  allej^ed  for  the 
suspicions  entertained  by  any  one  against  him  was  fully  met  and  shown  to  1m?  without 
foundation. 

}fe  was  shown  by  the  testimony  of  Governor  Chadwick  and  other  gentlemen  who 
knew  him  well  to  be  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  character,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned,  based  upon  the  testimony  before  the  sulxx)mmittee,  not  the  sli;;htest 
justification  existed  for  the  attempted  defamation  of  his  fair  name  while  living  or  his 
memory  now  that  he  is  no  more.  He  had  always  been  a  Democrat  of  the  strictest  sett, 
adhering  to  the  usages  of  the  party  and  supporting  its  candidates,  whether  made  in  c<jn- 
vention  or  in  caucus,  and  but  followed  out  the  rule  of  his  life  and  the  will  of  his  constit- 
uents in  supporting  Governor  Grover  after  he  was  nominated  in  ciinciLS,  although  his 
personal  predilections  were  in  fiivor  of  another. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  a  Republican  by  the  name  of  Brown,  an  employ i'  about  the 
custom-house  in  Portland,  to  induce  him  by  an  ofler  of  $1,500  to  vote  against  Grover. 
Mr.  Wil8<m  cx>mmunicated  this  insult  to  friends  and  took  legal  advice  with  a  view  of 
prosecuting  Brown  criminally  for  his  ofiense.  Brown  testifie<l  l)efore  the  committee  to 
his  own  infamy  and  guilt,  but  failed  to  inculpate  Wilson  in  his  crime  or  cast  a  stain  ni)on 
his  untarnished  meniory.  In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  no  more  unjustifiable  at- 
tempt or  more  signal  failure  was  ever  made  to  blast  the  reputation  of  a  worthy  man. 

A  (ireful  examination  of  the  testimony  taken  before  the  subcommittee  it  is  conlideutly 
believed  will  satisfy  any  unbiased  mind  that  the  story  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the 
election  of  Senator  Grover  was  unwarranted  by  any  fact  or  circumstance  worthy  of  a 
moment's  consideration.  Even  the  most  uncharitable  jwlitical  opponent  will  find  in 
that  testimony  not  only  ample  refutation  of  the  slanderous  rumors  circulated  to  the 
prejudice  of  Senator  Grover  and  the  members  of  the  legislature  who  supported  him,  but 
abundant  proof  that  his  election  to  the  Senate  was  free  from  every  taint  and  honond)le 
alike  to  him  and  the  legislature  of  Oregon. 

It  will  l>e  observed  that  the  memorials  hereinbefore  set  out,  referred  to  the  Committee 
«m  Privileges  and  Elections,  do  not  charge  Senator  Grover  directly  with  procuring  his 
<"le(rtion  to  the  Senate  by  cornipt  means»  but  simply  state  that  **it  is  currently  rei»orted 
and  generally  l)elieve<l "  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  ask  that  he  be  denied  a  seat  in  the 
St^nate  until  these  charges  are  investigated.  The  undersigned  amnot  withhold  the  ex- 
])ression  of  his  conviction  that  great  injustice  was  done  to  Senator  Grover  by  the  consid- 
eration given  in  the  Senate  to  those  loase  and  undefined  charges,  if  charges  they  can  Ik* 
calh'd.  They  were  made  the  biisis  of  an  objection  to  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate, 
which  was  not  withdrawn  until  it  had  been  announced  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  that 
he  would  jisk  an  investigation. 

It  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Senate  when  charges  so  vague  and  indefinite 
against  a  niember-elect  have  received  the  least  consideration,  and  it  is  to  bo  hoped  that 
it  will  not  hereafter  be  n-garded  as  a  precedent  to  excuse  injustice  to  others  entitled  to 
seats  in  this  Innly.  Tlie  testimony  will  show  that  these  niemoiials  were  distributed 
fron)  the  custom-house  in  Portland  (whi^re  thej'  were  proved  to  have  been  first  seen) 
through  the  mails  t(>  Kepublican  postmasters  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  signatun^s; 
and  tlio  man  Bn)wn,  alreadj'  referred  to,  employed  in  some  sulwnlinate  pasition  about 
that  building,  testified  that  he  went  into  diflerent  counties  with  these  petitions  for  that 
l)Ui"])ose.  With  the  exception  of  this  man  Brown,  no  satisfactory  proof  could  be  ol>taine<l 
as  to  who  were  the  guilty  jiarties;  but  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  dniwn  fn>ni 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  proved  in  this  investigation,  the  charges  against  Senator 
(in>ver  er»ntaiiied  in  these  niemorials  originated  in  a  conspiracy  to  deprive  him,  hy  per- 
jury and  su1m)i nation  of  perjury,  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate  to  which  he  liad  l)een  fairl\ 
elwtcMl  by  the  legislature  of  Ort»gon. 

EU  SAULSBUBY. 
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STANLEY  MATTHEWS, 
Senator  from  Ohio  from  October  15^  1877,  till  March  3,  1879. 

June  5, 1878,  Mr.  Matthews  submitted  a  resolution  thntn  select  eommittee  be  appointed  to  consider 
what  connection,  if  any,  he  had  had  with  any  real  or  pre. ended  frauds  committed  in  the  conduct 
and  returnH  of  the  election  in  the  State  of  l^ouisiana  in  187G.  and  with  any  promises  of  reward  made 
by  any  one  to  one  James  K.  Anderson  in  consideration  of  any  oflicial  conduct  by  said  Anderson  in 
relation  to  said  election,  and  to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  of  any  recommendation  by  him- 
self of  the  said  Anderson  for  apponitmcnt  to  office.  The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  March  1,  1879, 
the  committee  reported  that  they  met  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1878,  for  the  purpose  of  examining; 
Mr.  An<lcrson  ;  that  he  refused  to  testify  ;  that  Congress  having  adjourned  they  could  not  comi>el 
him  to  testify;  that  the  committee  met  again  in  December,  1878,  and  not  agreeing  to  a  motion  that 
the  Senate  be  ret|uested  to  take  proceedings  to  compel  Mr.  Anderson's  attendance,  reported  to  the 
Senate  a  resolution  that  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the^natc  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Anderson's  testimony  relating  to  Mr.  Matthews  before  a  House  committee ;  that  ihc  testi- 
mony was  transmitted  and  referred  to  lhi.s  connnittee  January  28, 187VI;  tliat  Mr.  Matthews  was  then 
examined.  The  eommittee  found  unanimously  the  statements  of  Mr.  Matthews  lobe  true;  that 
he  had  had  no  connection  with  any  real  or  supposed  frauds  in  the  election  in  Louisiana,  and  that 
he  wius  not  guilty  of  any  corrupt  conduct  in  any  of  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  tettimony,  while 
they  regarded  his  action  in  respect  lo  Mr.  Anderson's  elTort  to  obtain  an  appointment  to  office, 
inuicr  the  circum.stances,  as  wrong  and  injurious  to  the  public  interest.  ,No  further  action  on  the 
subject  was  taken  by  the  Senate. 

Tlie  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  relat- 
ing to  it  from  Senate  Journals  45th  Cong.,  2d  and  3d  sess.,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  from 
Senate  Reports,  45lh  Cong.,  3d  sess.,  vol.  2,  No.  867. 

There  were  no  debates. 

Wednesday,  June  5,  1878. 

Mr.  Matthews  rose  to  a  qaestioii  of  privilege,  and  having  addressed  the  Senate  upon 
the  subject  of  certain  statements  made  elsewhere,  calculated  to  reflect  upon  his  charac- 
ter and  standing  as  a  member  of  the  Senate,  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

'*  Resolvedy  That  a  select  committee  of  seven  Senators  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and 
consider  all  things  touching  the  matter  stated  and  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Matthews]  and  the  events  connected  therewith,  and  jparticnlarly  what  connection, 
if  any,  that  Senator  had  with  any  real  or  pretended  frauds  or  other  wrongs  committed  in 
the  conduct  and  returns  of  the  election  in  the  State  of  Loaisiana  in  1876,  and  with  any 
promises  of  protection  or  reward,  if  any,  made  by  any  one  to  one  James  E.  Anderson,  or 
others,  in  consideration  of,  or  connection  with,  any  official  conduct  by  said  Anderson  or 
others,  in  relation  to  said  election  or  the  returns  thereof;  and  into  all  the  circumstances  of 
any  recommendation  by  the  said  Senator  of  the  said  Anderson  for  appointment  to  office; 
and  that  said  committee  have  power  tosend  for  persons  and  papers,  to  employ  a  clerk  and 
stenographer,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  be  appointed  by  the  President  j^fo  tempore. 

[Mr.  Matthews's  remarks  arc  found  on  page  4119  of  the  Ck)ngre88ional  Record,  vol.  vii, 
part  4.] 

Saturday,  June  8,  1878. 

The  President  pro  tempore  sLp^mted  Mr.  Edmunds,  Mr.  Allison,  Mr.  Ingalls,  Mr.  Hoar, 
Mr.  Davis  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Whyte,  and  Mr.  Jones  of  Florida  members  of  the  select  com- 
mittee authorized  by  the  resolution  of  the  5th  instant  to  inquire  into  certain  matters 
touching  the  late  Presidential  election  in  Louisiana. 

Wednesday,  June  12,  1878. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Allison, 

Ordered,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  certain  matters  touch- 
ing the  late  Presidential  election  in  Louisiana  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Senate. 

Wednesday,  June  19, 1878. 

Mr.  Allison  submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to: 

'  '  ^Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  under  the  resolution  of  the  5th  instant 
to  make  inquiry  concerning  the  alleged  connection  of  Senator  Matthews  with  matters 
relative  to  the  late  Presidential  election  in  Louisiana,  in  exercising  the  power  heretofore 
granted  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  may  hold  its  sessions  at  such  place  or  places 
as  it  shall  deem  most  convenient  for  the  purposes  of  the  investigation," 


616  SENATE   ELECTION    CASES. 

[Third  seasiozi  of  the  Forty-fifth  Congcen.] 

TUBBDAY,  Decetnber  10,  1878. 

Mr.  AllifsoD,  from  the  select  committee  to  iDqnire  into  certain  matters  toDchirg  (be 
late  Presidential  election  in  Louisiana,  reported  the  following  resolatiooiirfaich  v/n-s  r^'n- 
sidered  by  unanimons  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^  Rewired f  That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  respectfally  requested  to  transmit  to 
the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of  one  James  E.  Anderson  relating  to  the  Hon.  Stan- 
ley Matthews,  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  understood  to  have  been 
taicen  before  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  '^ 

Monday,  January  27.  181*X 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Adams,  its  Clerk: 
^*  Mr.  President,  I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  in  complianoe  with  its 
request  of  December  10,  1878,  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of  James  E.  Anderson,  given  be- 
fore the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  investigation  of  alleged  fraods  id 
the  electoral  vote  of  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Florida." 

Tuesday,  January  28,  187f». 

The  testimony^  of  James  E.  Anderson  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, yesterday  received  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives  in  response  to  a  lesolntioa 
of  the  Senate  of  December  10,  1878,  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  to  inquire  into 
certain  matters  touching  the  late  Presidential  election  in  Louisiana,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Satubday,  March  1.  1879. 

Mr.  Alli.son,  from  the  select  committee  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  June  5, 
1878,  to  inquire  into  certain  matters  touching  the  late  Presidential  election  in  Louisiana, 
submitted  a  report  (No.  867)  thereon,  with  the  recommendation  that  they  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

liEPOET  OF  COMMITTEE. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Mabch  1,  1879.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Allison,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  certain  matters  touching  the 
late  Presidential  Election  in  Louisiana,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  following  resolution  adopted  b}-  the 
Senate  on  the  5th  June,  1878 — 

'*  Reifolvedy  That  a  select  committee  of  seven  Senators  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and 
consider  all  things  touching  the  matter  stated  and  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Matthews],  and  the  events  connected  therewith,  and  particularly  what  connection, 
if  any,  that  Senator  had  with  any  real  or  pretended  frauds  or  other  wrongs  committed  in 
the  conduct  and  returns  of  the  election  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  1876,  and  with  any 
promises  of  protection  or  reward,  if  any,  made  by  any  one  to  one  James  E.  Anderson,  or 
others,  in  consideration  of  or  connection  with  any  official  conduct  by  said  Anderson  or 
others,  in  relation  to  said  election  or  the  returns  thereof;  and  into  all  the  circumstances 
of  any  recommendation  by  the  said  Senator  of  the  said  Anderson  for  appointment  to  office; 
and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  jMipeis,  to  employ  a  clerk 
and  stenographer,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess" — 
submit  the  following  report  of  their  proceedings: 

The  committee  held  its  first  meeting  on  the  11th  June,  1878,  and  determined,  on  the 
13th  of  June,  to  summon  James  E.  Anderson,  named  in  said  resolution.  Mr.  AndersoD 
appeared,  but  was  not  examined,  for  the  reason  that  his  presence  was  requested  before  a 
committee  of  the  House,  known  as  the  Potter  committee,  as  appears  from  the  ibllowing; 
letter  addressed  to  the  acting  chairman: 

House  of  Repbesbntatiyes, 

Washingtany  D,  C,  June  13,  1878. 
Mr.  Senator  Allison, 

Chairman,  <&c.: 

Mrs.  Jenks  is  about  to  be  put  on  the  stand,  and  we  would  prefer,  if  entirely  agreeable 
to  the  Senate  committee,  that  Mr.  Anderson  should  be  present  during  her  eza^Siation.- 
This  is  important  to  the  House  committee.     At  any  other  time  take  him.  » 

W.  R.  MORRISON, 
AcUng  Cknirmmm. 

•  Fomid  in  Senate  MiaoelUmeous,  42d  Cong.,  8d  aees.,  vol.  1,  No.  oa 
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The  committed  ftgoin  met  on  the  2l8t  of  June,  when  Anderson,  the  witness,  a^ain  ap- 
peared and  refused  to  testify;  the  circnmstances  of  his  refusal  are  fully  set  forth  in  the 
printed  proceedings  of  the  committee  herewith  reported.  Congress  having  adjourned  on 
the  20th  day  of  June,  1878,  the  committee  had  no  power  to  compel  the  witness,  Ander- 
son, to  testify.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whyte,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  when 
called  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  it  being  tiien  understood  that  no  meetmg  would 
be  called  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  as  the  committee  had  no  power  to  enlbrce  its 
orders  in  vacation.  The  committee  again  mebou  the  10th  day  of  December,  1878.  The 
chairman  stated  that  he  had  received  a  telegram  from  James  E.  Anderson,  dated  Eureka, 
Nev. ,  saying  that  he  would  how  appear  before  the  committee  if  summoned.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Edmunds,  it  was 

"  Ordered  J  That  there  be  reported  to  the  Senate  the  following: 

**  ''Resolved^  That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  respectfully  requested  to  transmit 
to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of  one  James  E.  Anderson  relating  to  the  Hon. 
Stanley  Matthews,  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  understood  to  have, 
been  taken  before  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House  of  Kepreseutatives. ' 

"Mr.  Edmunds  submitted  a  motion  that  James  E.  Anderson  be  reported  to  the  Senate 
as  in  contempt  of  its  authority  for  refusing  to  testify  before  this  committee,  and  that  the. 
Senate  be  requested  to  take  the  proper  proceedings  to  secure  his  attendance. 

"The  motion  was  not  agreed  to,  tliere  being  three  ayes:  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Davis,  and 
Whyte.  The  npes  were:  Messrs.  Allison  (chairman),  Hoar,  and  Ingalls.  Mr.  Jones,, 
absent. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whyte,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chair- 
man"— 

It  being  understood  that  the  committee  should  await  the  action  of  the  House  on  the  reso- 
lution calling  for  the  testimony  of  Anderson  taken  by  the  House  committee,  which  resolu- 
tion was  reported  to  the  Senate  on  the  10th  of  December,  1878,  and  agreed  to.  On  the  28th 
day  of  January,  1879,  the  House  of  Representatives  transmitted  to  the  Senate  the  testi- 
mony of  James  E.'  Anderson  in  pursuance  of  the  request  made  by  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate heretofore  referred  to,  passed  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1878.  This  testimony 
was  on  the  28th  day  of  January,  1879,  referred  to  this  committee  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.     On  the  7th  February  the  committee  met  pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  chairman 

"Present:  the  chairman  (Mr.  Allison),  Mr.  Edmunds,  Mr.  Hoar,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr. 
Whyte"— 

When  the  following  proceedings  were  had: 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmunds,  Senator  Matthews  was  directed  to  be  notified  that  the 
committee  had  received  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of  James  E.  Anderson  before  a  select 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  ready  to  hear  what  he  had  to  s<ay  on 
the  subject. 

"The  chairman  having  transmitted  such  notification,  Hon.  Stanley  Matthews  ap- 
peared before  the  committee. 

"The  Chairman.  Senator  Matthews,  this  committee  now  has  the  testimony  of  James 
E.  Anderson,  which,  I  believe,  I  called  your  attention  to  some  days  ago  and  furnished  you 
a  copy  of ;  and  the  committee  are  ready  to  hear  anything  you  may  wish  to  say  in  reference 
to  that  testimony. 

"  Mr.  Matthews.  I  am  ready  to  be  sworn. 

"  Mr.  Edmunds.  I  presume,  also,  the  committee  is  ready  to  hear  you  in  reference  to 
whether  you  desire  to  have  Mr.  Anderson  called  for  further  examination  by  this  com- 
mittee. 

"Mr.  Matthews.  In  regard  to  the  inquiry  in  respect  to  my  wishes  as  to  whether  the 
committee  shall  recall  Mr.  Anderson,  I  desire  to  say  that  it  is  a  matter  in  which  I  have  no 
wish,  and  desire  to  express  none,  believing  that  I  ought  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  to 
the  discretion  of  the  committee  to  do  in  that  matter,  and  in  respect  to  any  other  wit- 
ness, what  they  ought  to  do  under  the  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate. 

"  Mr.  Edmunds.  We  understand  you  to  mean  by  that,  Mr.  Matthews,  that  in  your 
judgment,  so  far  as  your  own  vindication  is  concerned,  you  do  not  desire  us  to  compel 
him  to  attend. 

"  Mr.  Matthews.  I  do  not  make  any  request  of  that  kind  to  the  committee,  and  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  that  I  should  do  so  for  my  own  vindication. 

"  The  Chaibman.  Then  we  will  proceed  with  your  examination. 

"Hon.  Stanley  Matthews  sworn  and  examined. 

"  The  Witness.  By  a  reading  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  committee  were  apjwintedto  '  inquire  into  and  conMderall  things  touching 
the  matters  stated  and  referred  to '  by  myself  in  the  personal  statement  which  I  made  to 
the  S^iate  on  the  5th  of  June  last,  and  reported  in  the  Congressional  Record,  '  and  par- 
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ticalarly  what  connection,  if  any/ 1  bad  *  with  any  real  or  pretended  frauds  or  uthcr  ^Moji^ 
committed  in  the  conduct  and  returns  of  the  election  in  the  State  of  LiOnisiana  in  li?7'.i 
and  with  any  promises  of  protection  or  reward,  if  any,  madeb^'  auy  one  to  one  Jumes  E 
Anderson  or  others,  in  consideration  of  or  in  connection  with  any  offieial  c«in<luot  by  siic 
Anderson  or  others  in  relation  to  said  election  or  the  returns  thereof,  ami  into  all  thi 
circumstances  of  any  recommendation  by  the  said  Senator  of  the  said  Au<le^^!«)n  for  a|> 
pointment  to  office. ' 

"In  order  to  enable  the  committee  to  rightly  understand  my  relation  to  the  whoU 
subject,  and  also  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  any  statement  1  may  have  t4)  make  iu 
reference  to  the  testimony  of  Air.  Anderson  himself,  it  will  be  necessary  for  nu-  to  uwkt 
a  statement  in  re.^pcct  to  the  visit  that  I  made  to  New  Orleans  in  Novenil>er.  l-^'ti. 

*'0n  the  11th  day  of  November,  1«7G,  which  was  Saturday,  1  receive*!  a  telegnm:  ai 
Cincinnati  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  General  (irant,  re<|uesting  nit  to 
proceed  to  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing,  with  other  gentlemen,  the  laii- 
vass  and  t»ount  of  the  votes  in  that  State  for  the  Presidential  electors.  1  replied  to  tlwt 
telegmm  to  the  elTect  that  1  would  leave  Cincinnati  for  New  Orle^ins  in  obcKlienee  to  ti;:it 
request  that  night.  I  learned  during  the  course  of  the  day  that  General  I'dwanl  1". 
Noyes,  now  the  l.'nited  States  minister  at  Paris,  and  the  Hon.  .Job  K.  Stevens<m,  for- 
merly a  Representative  in  ( Congress  from  one  of  the  districts  in  Cincinnati,  were  alsog«)iD^ 
on  the  same  train,  and  1  met  them  that  night  on  the  car. 

'*On  arriving  at  Louisville  and  leaving  there,  I  ascertained  that  a  number  of  gentlt^ 
men  prominent  in  j)nblic  life  and  members  of  the  Democratic  party  wen*  al.so  on  thi*ir 
way  to  New  Orleans  in  ronuection  with  the  same  matter.  Among  others  were  Senator 
McDonald,  ex-Senator  Trumbull  of  Illinois,  (ieneral  Palmer  of  Illinois,  a  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  Mr.  Julian,  Judge  Stallo  of  Cincinnati,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  somtr 
from  Chicago,  whose  names  1  do  not  now  re<*all. 

"We  reached  New  Orleans  on  Monday  at  or  near  noon,  and  proccedetl  to  the  *^t. 
Charles  Hotel,  where  Cieneral  Noyes,  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  myself  t(K)k  r<K>m.s.  No  other 
gentlemen  of  the  Kcpublican  party  who  substM|uently  iiarticipated  in  the  priK-inMlings 
there  arrived  until  the  lai)i«e  of  two  or  thrt»e  days. 

"  In  the  mean  time  a  communication  in  writing  had  been  addressed  by  the  I>emwratic 
visitors  to  the  Kepublican  visitors,  which  had  l)een  i)Ut  into  my  hands  and  held  until 
the  arrival  of  gentlemen  who  were  expected  to  act  with  us,  and  was  replietl  to  after  c»m- 
sultation,  all  of  which  was  made  a  mattei;  of  publication  at  the  time.  In  the  mean  tin  i- 
1  liatl  seen  agrwit  many  i»ersons  iu  New  Orleans,  citizensof  that  place  and  of  lA>ui.'<i:in:i. 
of  Ix^th  political  i)artics,  and  had  heard  a  great  deal  frcmi  them  in  relei-enee  to  the  gener.tl 
situation  of  tlir  State  in  regard  to  the  recent  elei'tion,  and  obtaiiunl  certain  genera! 
impressions  iu  resj)ect  to  it,  but  did  not  acquire  any  knowledge  of  the  details  of  tb ■■ 
matter  as  it  wasoxj>ected  that  they  might  appt»ar. 

*'  In  the  latter  jiai  t  of  the  week,  not  ealier  than  Friday  and  possibly  on  Satunlay  morn- 
ing, for  the  first  time  1  saw  any  of  the  memlwrs  of  the  returning  boanl.  On  tliat  oce:i- 
sion  I  met  Geneml  Tlionuw  ('.  Anderson  and  ex-Governor  J.  Madi^son  Wells  at  thecu— 
tom-house  in  com^wny  on  my  part  with  Mr.  Sherman,  the  present  Secretary  of  V.\r 
Treasury,  Mr.  Stougliton  of  New  York,  and  some  other  gentlemen  whusenamex' I  donm 
recall.  A  general  conversiition  ensued  on  the  subject  of  the  political  situation  in  L<iU- 
isiana  and  in  rcfcrcn<e  to  the  general  duties  that  were  charged  by  law  u]>on  the  returning 
board  and  its  members,  in  which  there  was  nothing  said  inconsistent  with  a  strong  ex- 
pression of  a  general  <lesire  on  the  part  of  all  thejw^rsons  present  that  there  should  l»e  a 
fair,  open,  and  lawful  canvass  and  count  of  the  vote,  and  an  expression  on  the  jwrt  ol 
those  charged  with  that  of  a  determination  to  do  their  duty  fully  in  that  resi»eet  without 
reference  to  the  result,  and  no  probable  result  was  then  discussed  :is  likely  to  follow  any 
course  that  might  l)e  adopted,  no  intimation  that  it  was  to  come  out  in  any  speettie  way 
one  way  or  the  other. 

'*  The  fact  was  known  and  referred  to  that  there  were*  present  in  the  city  a  oonsideni- 
ble  numlMjr  of  gentlemen  represtuiting  both  politicid  parties,  who  had  come  there  for  the 
purpose  of  witnessing  the  proi-ecdings  of  the  Iwanl,  and  it  was  strongly  urged  by  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Stougliton,  and  myself  upon  the  two  gentlemen  who  com^titntcd  inernbera 
of  that  IxMinl  that  there  should  be  an  invitation  from  the  lM)ard  to  representative's  of 
these  delegjitions  to  Ik*  present  at  their  meetings  and  wiis  acquiesced  in  immediately  hy 
General  Anderson  and  <Jovernor  Wells,  and  I  was  requested  to  make  a  draught  of  a 
proper  resoluticm  containing  suHi  an  invitation  and  reiiuest,  which  I  immediately  prti- 
ceeded  to  do.  and  which,  after  some  change  of  phraseology,  was  considered  to  1>eVnita- 
ble,  was  de]iverc<l  into  the  hands  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  gentlemen  for  the  purpose 
of  being  oflercd  in  the  board  when  it  should  hold  its  first  meeting,  and  which  afterward, 
upon  an  examination  of  tbeir  )mblishe<l  pro<vedings.  I  found  to  be  substantially  the  one 
which  they  did  in  fact  adojit. 

"  In  the  mean  time  it  iN'ramc  apparent  to  me  that  the  proceedings  which  I  had  come 
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down  to  witnefls  would  be  prolonged  beyond  any  expectation  that  I  had  entertained 
when  I  accepted  the  invitation  to  attend,  and  having  left  my  home  and  business  upon  a 
few  hours'  notice,  had  not  made  suitable  preparation  for  any  absence  such  as  was  neces- 
sarily required  for  that  purpose;  and  I  accordingly  made  my  apologies  to  the  gentlemen 
with  whom  I  was  expected  to  be  associated,  and  lelt  New  Orleans  on  Saturday  evening, 
being  November  18,  for  Cincinnati,  where  I  arrived  on  Monday  morning,  the  20th,  with- 
out having  been  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  retuming-board,  without  having  ever  seen 
any  of  the  documents  which  were  to  be  presented  to  them  containing  returns  of  the  elec- 
tions or  other  accompany ing  papers,  and  without  in  any  way  having  participated  in  any  of 
their  proceedings  beyond  what  1  have  already  stated.  So  that  in  answer  to  the  question 
as  to  *  what  connection '  I  had  '  with  any  real  or  pretended  frauds  or  other  wrongs  com- 
mitted in  the  conduct  and  returns  of  the  election  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  1876,'  as 
stated  in  the  resolution  of  investigation,  it  is  apparent  that  there  was  no  place  ibr  any 
such  connection,  for  I  was  not  present  in  the  State  or  at  the  place  where  anything  of  the 
sort  was  possible  and  knew  nothing  in  reference  to  the  matter. 

*'  During  that  time,  as  I  have  already  stated,  I  saw  a  great  many  persons  of  l>oth  po- 
litical parties,  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  course  at  this  time  I  am  not  able  to  say 
positively  whom  I  saw  and  whom  I  did  not  see.  I  am  quite  sure,  so  far  as  I  can  be  sure 
of  anything  of  the  sort,  that  I  did  not  see  during  my  stay  in  New  Orleans  Mr.  James  E. 
Anderson,  for  when  I  afterward  saw  him  it  was  for  the  lirst  time,  as  it  appeared  to  me 
fh>m  his  appearance.  I  did  not  recognize  the  fact  at  that  time  that  I  had  ever  seen  him 
before.  I  had  heard  of  one  Anderson  as  being  a  supervisor  of  registration  for  the  elec- 
tion in  East  Feliciana  Parish,  in  connection  with  the  fact  stated  in  New  Orleans  at  the 
time  that  one  of  the  questions  that  would  arise  before  the  board  in  reference  to  the  re- 
turns of  that  election  would  be  whether  the  protest  ought  to  have  accompanied  the  re- 
turns, or  whether  it  was  valid,  although  placed  upon  the  returns  subsequently,  it  being 
stated  that  the  excuse  for  not  putting  it  upon  the  return  at  the  time  was  that  it  could 
not  be  safely  done  by  the  oflScer  for  fear  of  his  life. 

' '  I  refer  now  to  the  fact  that  I  do  not  believe  I  saw  Mr.  Anderson  in  New  Orleans 
during  that  time,  for  the  reason  that  in  a  letter  which  he  seems  to  have  produced  before 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  addressed  to  Weber,  dated  November 
20,  1876,  and  contained  in  page  15  of  his  printed  testimony  as  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  he  uses  my  name  as  if  at  that  time  he  had  had  some  communication  with  me  or 
some  knowledge  of  me  in  reference  to  the  matter  as  to  which  he  testified,  for  in  that 
letter  he  says: 

*"I  am  not  satisfied,  and  have  no  more  faith  in  Sherman,  Matthews  &  Co.  than  I 
have  in  Pitt  Kellogg.' 

"And  in  order  to  rebut  the  implication  arising  from  his  use  of  my  name  in  that  con- 
nection, I  desire  to  say  that  at  that  time  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  man  other  than 
what  I  have  just  stated.  I  had  never  seen  him;  I  had  never  had  any  communication 
with  him,  and  had  never  made  any  communication  intended  for  him,  and  knew  nothing 
of  any  communication  that  he  had  with  anybody  else. 

'*  Mr.  Whyte.  He  swears  he  never  met  you  until  he  met  you  in  Cincinnati. 

**  The  Witness.  I  believe  that  is  the  case.  Now,  the  first  time  that  I  ever  did  see  him, 
according  to  my  memory,  assisted  by  a  memorandum,  was  the  23d  day  of  March,  1877. 
I  get  that  date  not  from  my  memory  alone,  for  I  would  not  be  able  to  refer  to  the  pre- 
cise date,  but  upon  the  envelope  containing  the  paper  known  as  the  Nash  agreement,  the 
original  of  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  the  House.  I  made  a  pencil 
memorandum  of  that  day  as  being  the  day  of  its  receipt,  although  I  did  not  make  it  on 
the  day  when  I  received  it.  I  did  not  make  that  memorandum  until  I  received  subse- 
quently a  letter  from  Anderson  of  April  7,  1877,  from  New  Orleans,  in  which  was  inclosed 
the  other  paper  known  as  the  Weber  agreement. 

**  Mr.  Davis,  of  Illinois.  He  puts  the  date  he  gave  you  that  as  the  22d. 

**  The  Witness.  I  refer  to  that  now  because  1  do  not  wish  to  appear  to  contradict  him 
unnecessarily  and  where  I  am  not  wholly  sure  that  I  am  accurate. 

"  The  Chaibman.  You  fix  it  at  the  23d. 

**  The  Witness.  The  23d  is  the  memorandum  in  pencil  on  the  back  of  this  envelope, 
but  having  made  it  not  at  the  time  but  subsequently  to  the.  time  when  I  received  the 
letter  of  April  7,  I  may  have  made  an  error  in  my  then  recollection  of  the  day. 

'*  Mr.  Anderson,  in  his  testimony,  on  page  26,  undertakes  to  give  the  substance  of  what 
passed  in  our  interview  on  that  occasion,  and  I  quote  from  it  as  follows.     He  says: 

"  '  I  went  into  a  general  history  of  the  election  in  Louisiana.  I  told  him  what  pail 
I  had  taken,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  election  in  East  Feliciana  had  been  conducted 
and  in  the  State;  told  him  they  had  thrown  out  my  parish  on  a  forged  protest;  that  they 
had  made  me  promises  which  they  had  not  fulfilled  and  had  no  intention  of  fulfilling; 
in  fact,  told  him  the  whole  story  of  the  whole  thing  right  through;  went  into  all  the 
details,  with  the  exception  that  I  omitted  any  mention  of  Mr.  Sherman's  name.' 
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That  statement  is  entirely  false.  He  did  not  go  into  the  'general  histoxy  of  the 
election  in  Louisiana.'  He  did  not  tell  me  'what  part'  he  'had  taken;  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  election  in  East  Feliciana  had  heen  conducted  and  in  the  State.'  He 
did  not  tell  me  '  they  had  thrown  oat '  his  '  parish  on  a  foiged  protest.'  He  did  not 
tell  me  '  that  they  had  made  promises  which  they  had  not  fiilfilled  and  had  no  inten- 
tion of  folfilling.'  He  did  not  tell  me  what  he  calls  'the  whole  story  of  the  whole 
thing  right  through, '  or  go  into  any  of  the  details  of  the  matters  to  w  hieh  he  refers.  On 
the  contrary,  he  introduced  himself  to  me  in  my  office,  gave  me  his  name,  and  said  that 
he  had  been  the  supervisor  of  registration  in  East  Feliciana  Parish  in  the  Presidtn- 
tial  election;  that  he  was  a  young  man  who  had  been  in  Louisiana  ibr  some  years,  had 
been  active  and  zealous  in  the  Republican  cause  during  all  the  period,  had  labored  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  by  day  and  by  night;  had  assisted  not  only  in  New  Orleans  bat 
throughout  in  different  parts  of  the  State  in  organizing  the  Republican  party ;  that  he 
had  rendered  what  he  believed  to  be  valuable,  efficient,  but  so  far  as  he  described  them 
entirely  honest  and  honorable  services  in  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  his  party:  that 
he  had  done  this  at  great  sacrifice  of  time,  of  money,  of  health,  and  at  times  at  great  peril 
of  his  life  from  his  political  opponents;  that  it  was  a  dangerous  service,  and  &o  lar  0:$  he 
was  concerned  had  been  an  unrequited  service;  that,  to  be  sure,  he  had  at  that  time  a 
subordinate  position  as  a  clerk  in  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans,  the  amount  of  the 
salary  of  which  he  did  not  mention,  but  he  spoke  of  it  as  being  insufficient  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  his  family;  that  he  had  in  addition  now  to  his  other  mLsfortunes  to  have 
incurred  the  enmity  and  hostility  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  org:tnizution  in 
New  Orleans,  mentioning  the  names  particularly  of  Kellogg  and  Packard  with  otbeR». 
and  that  altogether  his  life  in  New  Orleans  had  become  intolerable,  although  if  heeuuld 
get  a  better  and  improved  condition  of  things  there  in  respect  to  salary  be  would  be  will- 
ing to  remain,  but  that  he  thought  under  the  circumstances  he  was  entitled  to  something 
better  elsewhere. 

''He  narrated  this  at  considerable  length  and  with  great  apparent  earnestness  and 
emotion,  exhibiting  great  feeling  and  with  the  appearance  of  tears,  so  much  so  that  I 
was,  soon  after  his  conversation  commenced,  very  much  enlisted  in  his  interest,  possibly 
the  more  so  because  he  was  appealing  to  me  as  against  the  men  whom  he  said  he  hail 
benefited  there  and  to  whom  he  naturally  would  have  the  right  to  look,  the  managers  o( 
his  own  political  organization,  and  suggesting  that  the  cause  of  their  hostility  to  hiui 
was  on  acc*ount  also  of  their  hostility  to  the  Republican  national  administRUiou,  to  the 
President  and  his  policy.  I  said  to  him  that  I  sympathized  with  him,  that  I  felt  sorrj- 
for  him,  that  I  would  be  glad  to  serve  him  in  any  way  that  was  proper,  and  if  I  could  do 
so  that  I  would  endeavor  to  obtain  for  bim  some  suit^ible  employment  in  the  Govern- 
ment, first  a  better  place  in  New  Orleans  if  it  could  be  had,  and,  ii*  not,  then  some  other 
place,  he  suggesting  that  he  would  like  to  have  some  position  abroad  as  consul  on  account 
of  the  health  of  bis  wife. 

**In  this  matter  I  gave  him  no  pledge;  I  brought  neither  myself  nor  any  one  else 
under  any  obligation  further  than  the  general  expression  of  my  good-will,  my  desire  to 
serve  him,  and  my  intention  to  try  to  do  so,  and  there  was  not  in  the  whole  coun*e  of 
the  conversation  the  remotest  hint  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  any  unlawful  or  dishon- 
orable service  in  behalf  of  the  party,  and  that  he  expected  me  to  help  reward  him  for  it, 
nor  did  he  claim  that  anybody  else  had  made  any  promises  to  him  in  that  respect  which 
he  had  a  right  to  have  fulfilled  or  which  he  had  a  right  to  call  upon  me  to  lielp  him  in 
the  fulfillment  of  It  was,  so  far  as  the  conversiUion  had  proceeded  up  to  that  time,  the 
ordinary  case  of  an  application  on  behalf  of  a  person  who  was  in  great  need  of  employ- 
ment and  who  thought  he  was  entitled  to  it  as  a  matter  of  recognition  for  his  geneml 
service  in  behalf  of  his  party. 

"  He  appeared  to  be  very  gratefully  affected  by  the  interest  which  I  seemed  to  mani- 
fest in  him,  and  was  profuse  in  his  expressions  of  pleasure  and  gratitude  that  I  had  re- 
ceived him  so  differently  from  the  treatment  that  he  had  received  from  those  to  whom 
he  had  a  better  right,  as  he  thought,  to  look,  and  he  had  gotten  up  to  leave  with  the 
6atisi[action  which  he  had  derived  from  what  I  had  said  to  him,  when  he  put  liis  hand  in 
his*pocket  and  took  out  a  paper  and  said  there  was  a  paper  which  he  thought  under  th«* 
circumstances  I  ought  to  have,  and  gave  me  the  original  jMiper  which  is  calle<l  the  Nash 
agreement.  What  is  found  on  page  24  of  the  testimony  is,  so  far  as  I  remember,  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  it. 

**By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

"Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  'original  paper';  do  you  mean  genuine  paper ?^ A.  I 
mean  merely  the  original  of  which  this  print  is  a  copy,  which  I  furnished. 

**By  Mr.  Davis: 

*'  Q.  Thai  paper  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Poitt  r  cummilteey— .V.  Yes,  sir.  I  deliv- 
ered that  paper,  together  with  the  other  documents  called  the  Weber  agreement,  into 
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the  bands  of  GenenJ  Cox,  to  be  produced  before  the  committee  of  the  House  on  the  ex- 
amination of  Mr.  Anderson,  together  with  some  original  letters  which  I  bad  from  Mr. 
Anderson,  all  of  which  be  has  produced  and  which  are  referred  to  in  the  printed  testi- 
mony. 

"By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

"  Q.  In  that  connection,  if  I  do  not  interfere  witli  your  statement,  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  you  delivered  to  General  Cox,  a  member  of  the  House  committee,  the  iden- 
tical papers  that  came  to  you  from  Anderson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  intended  to  state  in 
reference  to  that,  because  Mr.  Anderson  in  bis  testimony  denounces  the  Weber  agree- 
ment produced  by  General  Cox  as  a  counterleit,  that  it  is  the  precise  and  identical  and 
only  paper  of  the  kind  delivered  tome  by  him  and  conveyed  through  the  mail  from  New 
Orleans  in  a  letter  dated  April  7,  1877.  The  Nash  paper  I  read  when  he  handed  it  to 
me.  I  read  it  casually  and  hastily,  but  with  sufficient  attention  to  observe  its  character, 
and  I  asked  what  it  meant.  He  thereupon  stated  to  me  that  it  was  not  what  it  appeared 
to  be;  that  he  had  no  design  in  it  to  obtain  the  position  of  naval  officer  at  New  Orleans; 
that  it  was  perfectly  understood  that  that  was  so;  that  he  had  no  idea  that  Mr.  Nash  could 
do  it,  or  that  it  could  be  done  even  if  Mr.  Nash  was  willing  to  do  it,  and  that  he  had  no 
evidence  to  suppress  showing  that  the  parish  of  East  Feliciana  was  fairly  carried  by  the 
Democratic  party  ^t  the  election  held  in  November,  1876,  thereby  electing  the  entire 
State  ticket  and  Congressmen,  and  that  there  was  no  object  on  his  part  or  design  on  his 
part  or  on  Nash's  part  to  suppress  any  evidence.  And  on  my  asking  him  what  it  was 
meant  for  then,  he  said  it  w.as  executed  simply  for  the  purpose  that  he  might  have  a  hold 
on  Mr.  Nash.  There  may  have  been  something  said  in  that  connection  about  other  and 
.similar  papers.  If  there  was,  the  papei-s  were  not  described,  and  I  have  no  recollection 
of  what  was  said;  nor,  indeed,  have  I  any  recollection  that  anything  was  said  as  to  the 
existence  of  any  other  similar  paper.  My  belief  is  that  there  was  nothing  said,  because 
(and  that  is  the  reason  of  my  belief)  when  I  received  the  subsequent  letter,  dated  April 
7,  containing  the  Weber  agreement,  it  was  a  surprise  to  me  as  a  thing  that  I  had  not 
expected  to  get. 

*'Q.  Is  that  in  print? — A.  The  letter  itself  is  in  the  printed  testimony  at  page  100. 

"  Q.  That  is  the  letter  to  which  you  refer? — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  interval  before  the 
receipt  of  that  letter  I  had  written  the  letters  contained  on  page  27  or  on  different  pages 
of  the  same  leal'. 

''  Q.  Have  you  now  stated  all  that  took  place  between  you  and  Anderson  on  the22dor 
23d  of  March? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I'urther  than  to  say  to  him  at  that  time  that  I  would  give 
hiiu  a  letter  of  introduction  to  General  Harlan  when  I  ascertained  that  he  had  arrived 
in  New  Orleans,  which  I  did  subse«|uently  on  the  29th  of  March,  as  appears  by  the  let- 
ter on  page  27. 

*•  I  had  received  a  letter  after  Anderson's  leaving  me  at  Cincinnati  and  going  to  New 
Orleans,  in  whicli  he  had  inquired  what  he  should  say  to  Nash  as  to  where  the  Nash 
agreement  was,  and  in  my  note  to  him  giving  him  a  note  of  introduction  I  told  him  to 
say  to  Nash,  if  inquired  of,  that  I  had  the  agreement,  and  I  desired  Nash  should  know  it. 

''  By  the  Chaieman: 

"  Q.  You  are  now  sjieaking  of  the  letter  dated  March  27,  which  is  found  on  page  104 
of  the  printed  document  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  In  that  he  asks  me  in  reference  to  Nash:  'Shall 
I  inform  him  that  it  is  in  your  possession  ?'  I  replied  to  him  on  the  29th:  *  You  should 
say  to  Nash,  if  inquired  of,  that  1  have  the  agreement.' 

"The  next  important  step  in  the  matter  was  the  receipt  by  me  of  the  letter  now  re- 
ferred to  of  April  7,  1877,  in  which  he  informed  me  of  what  he  claimed  to  be  a  combina- 
tion on  the  part  of  Packard  and  others  to  accomplish  some  purpose  in  respect  of  the  title 
of  the  President,  outlining  their  hostility  to  him,  stating  that  they  were  trying  to  induce 
him  to  go  with  them,  all  of  which  appears  by  the  letter  itself  He  refers  in  that  letter 
to  what  he  calls  'the  Pitkin  ct  ol.  agreement,'  as  to  which  I  know  nothing  more  than  is 
contained  in  that  statement,  and  had  never  heard  of  it  before. 

'*By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

"Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  since  until  now? — A,  Nor  since.  The  Weber  agreement 
is  the  one  of  which  I  have  already  spoken  that  he  refers  to,  and  which  he  speaks  of  as 
*  the  last  piece  of  documentary  evidence  in  existence.'  And  then  adds:  '  I  will  now  have 
to  trust  entirely  to  you,  as  the  ill-feeling  borne  me  by  the  Republican  leaders  has  been 
intensified  by  my  refusal  to  aid  them  in  their  infamous  scheme.'  The  paper  referred  to 
as  the  Weber  agreement  is  the  one  contained  on  page  12  of  the  printed  testimony. 

"  When  I  received  that  paper  and  reatl  it  I  made  the  memorandum  in  pencil  to  which 
I  referred  on  the  back  of  the  envelope  which  had  been  delivered  to  me  in  our  conversa- 
tion, which  contained  the  Nash  agreement.  At  the  time  I  received  this  papf  r,  and  from 
that  time  until  afler  Mr.  Anderson  commenced  his  testimony  before  the  House  committee^ 
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I  supposed  it  to  be  a  genuine  document  so  far  as  the  signatares  were  eoncemed,  ami  ih 
it  point  of  fact,  it  had  been  signed  and  acknowledged  and  sworn  to  both  by  Aik1c> 
and  Weber,  and  I  liad  no  suspicion  to  the  contrary  until 

•  *  By  the  Chaibman  : 

*'  Q.  You  supposed,  when  you  received  it,  that  it  was  a  genuine  docnnient  ? — A.  Tb 
it  was  a  genuine  document;  that  is,  that  the  signatares  of  Weber  and  Anderson  in 
}x)th  in  their  own  handwriting  and  placed  there  by  themselves. 

**  By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

**  Q.  Do  you  know  in  that  connection  at  what  time  Weber  died  and  of  what  dist-ascr 
A.  I  do  not.     I  only  know  by  report. 

"Q.  Of  course,  that  is  what  I  meant. — A.  He  was  killed,  as  it  was  reported.  suU 
quently  to  this. 

"  Q.  Subsequently  to  the  date  of  your  receipt  of  the  paper? — A.  After  that;  I  do  i 
know  precisely  when. 

''By  Mr.  Whyte: 

"Q.  Subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  paper? — A.  Yes:  whether  he  was  dead  whec 
received  the  ])aper  or  not  I  do  not  remember.  I  do  not  know  what  date  I  have  hw 
ascribed  as  the  date  of  his  death. 

"After  iVnderson  had  commenced  his  testimony  before  the  House  committee,  and  i 
attention  was  attracted  by  it,  and  it  was  published  in  the  newspiipers,  my  suspicions  w( 
excited  in  regard  to  this  paper  and  its  signatures,  and  I  compared  them  with  othtrs 
natures  Siiid  to  be  genuine  ones  of  Weber,  and  it  was  apparent  to  jiny  one  from  i\ 
inspection  that  the  handwritings  were  not  written  by  the  same  i>er»ou,  and  I  thinl 
suggestion  of  that  kind  leaked  out  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time;  and  it  was  after  tl 
that  the  paper,  having  been  obtained  from  me  by  General  Cox,  was  produced  before  i 
committee  of  tlie  House  and  exhibited  to  Mr.  Anderson,  when  he  denied  that  it  was  1 
same  paper  which  he  had  delivered  to  me.  I  now  repeat  and  reiterate  that  if  that  mi 
which  General  Cox  produced  before  the  House  committee  as  obtain€>d  from  me  was  i 
the  same  paper  which  Mr.  Audei-son  sent  to  me  by  mail,  then  1  never  receivetl  anv  pai 
from  him  of  that  kind,  because  the  paper  was  the  identical  paper  and  the  onlv  pai 
which  I  did  receive  from  him,  without  alteration  in  any  respect. 

"By  the Ciiaikman: 

"  Q.  Under  cover  of  the  7th  of  April? — A.  Under  cover  of  the  7th  of  April,  and  aa-oi 
panied  by  the  letter  on  jKige  100  of  this  testimony.  It  is  important  to  me,  tiiat  luv  oi 
conduct  should  be  rightly  estimated  by  the  committee  and  the  Senate,  that  I  should.^tii 
what  my  impressions  were  in  regard  to  the  character  and  objects  of  the  two  papers. 

"The  impressions  produce<l  ujwn  my  mind  by  the  consideration  of  these  papers,  ai 
the  inferences  that  I  drew  from  them,  as  near  as  I  can  analyze  what  the  state  of  mv  mil 
was  at  the  time  and  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  matter,  were  aljoiit  these:  In  tl 
first  place,  I  supposed  from  the  nature  of  the  papers,  as  well  as  from  the  explanati* 
which  Mr.  Anderson  had  attempted  of  the  Nash  agreement,  that  the  object  of  their  ei 
cution  and  preservation  up  to  that  time  when  they  were  delivered  into  my  hands  wa«. 
use  a  common  and  strong  i)lirase,  ibr  purposes  of  black-mail;  that  himself  and  Weber  hj 
expected  to  maki^  use  of  them  in  some  improi)er  way,  either  with  Kepublieans  or  Dem 
crats,  whichever  he  might  lind  to  be  most  available  for  such  a  purpose,  if  he  could  fir 
any,  as  a  lever  with  which  to  promote  some  personal  schemes  and  benefits  to  themselve 
I  understood  from  the  nature  of  the  conversation  between  myself  and  Mr.  Anderson  in  m 
office,  the  circumstanct-s  and  manner  of  his  delivery  at  that  time  of  the  Nash  a|^;reemen 
and  his  sending  to  me  by  the  letter  referred  to,  and  from  the  contents  of  that  letter  its«l 
the  Weber  agreement,  that  his  object  in  delivering  those  papers  to  me  was  to  deprive  hiu 
self  of  the  opportunity  of  making  use  of  them  according  to  their  original  intention,  and  i 
convince  me  that  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  originally  executed  had  been  tinall 
abandoned.  There  were;  several  expressions  made  use  of  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  tl 
Nash  agreement  which  suggested  that  idea  ami  were  intended  to  convey  to  my  mind  tl 
l>elief  that  the  paper  was  delivered  to  me  for  any  purpose  that  I  might  see  fit  to  use  it  fo 
to  be  entirely  at  my  disposjil,  and  that  the  two  papers  when  they  both  ciime  into  my  ham 
were  the  only  copies  that  there  were,  that  they  were  originals,  and  that  there  were  i 
copies.  In  other  word.s,  that  he  was  surrendering  to  me  all  the  instruments  by  which  I 
had  ever  intended  any  misehief  in  order  that  no  mischief  might  be  done  by  them  that 
might  be  entirely  satisfied  of  it,  and  that  ho  had  done  this  because  he  had  ibund  that  I  w: 
ready  and  willing  to  help  him  in  his  condition  by  obtaining  for  him  recognition  and  en 
ploymftnt. 

"I  believe  that  the  papers  were  given  to  me  in  good  faith  for  that  purpoee,  in  ord< 
that  no  mischief  might  l>e  done,  that  they  might  not  be  employed  for  any  evil  parpos 
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• 

Added  to  tliis,  I  had  the  impression  and  belief  at  that  time,  not  that  the  papers  were 
evidence  of  any  fraud  or  wrong  committed  in  the  election,  as  to  which  I  did  not  believe 
that  any  did  exist,  but  that  their  publication  would  be  regarded  by  many  as  strong,  if 
not  conclusive,  evidence  of  such,  and  could  have  no  useful  purpose,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
would  only  tend  to  promote  what  I  regarded  as  a  mischievous  and  unibunded  public 
scandal.  Therefore  1  considered  it  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  what  I  believed  to  be 
public  interests  that  the  papers  should  be  in  the  custody  of  a  person  who  would  not  em- 
ploy them  for  any  such  purpose. 

"With  those  impressions  on  my  mind,  if  I  have  been  able  to  make  myself  clearly  un- 
derstood by  the  committee,  1  continued  to  carry  out  the  intention  which  I  had  expressed 
to  Mr.  Anderson  in  the  interview  which  I  had  with  him  when  I  first  saw  him  before  I  had 
any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  either  paper,  and  that  was  to  help  him  to  get  a  suitable 
public  employment,  and  the  letters  which  are  contained  in  his  testimony  which  passed 
between  us  were  written  in  pursuance  of  that  intention  and  for  the  purpose  of  accomplish- 
ing 'hat  result;  and  in  respect  to  those  letters,  they  are,  so  far  as  I  know,  all  correct,  with 
the  exception  of  one  where  he  has  undertaken  to  furnish  the  orij!;inal  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  me,  and  where  I  have  furnished  the  original  as  received  by  me,  and  they  do  not  entirely 
correspond,  although  the  difference  is  not  perhaps  substantial,  but  1  will  jxiint  it  out.  It 
is  the  letter  of  June  19,  1877,  the  correct  and  original  of  which  furnished  by  mte  is  con- 
tained on  page  106,  marked  A  L,  but  the  copy  of  which  produced  liy  Mr.  Anderson  to  the 
committee  in  his  testimony  is  on  page  34,  and  the  committee,  by  comparing  the  two,  will 
observe  the  differences. 

' '  Q.  The  letter  that  you  received  from  Anderson,  dated  June  19, 1877,  is  found  on  page 
106?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

* '  Q.  And  the  letter  which  he  describes  as  having  sent  you  of  that  date  is  on  page  34  ? — 
A.  Y'es,  sir. 


By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

Q.  And  you  mean  to  say  you  did  not  receive  any  two  letters  such  as  those  ? — A.  I 
did  not.  My  explanation  in  my  own  mind  of  the  difference  is  that  the  letter  which  he 
produced  on  page  34  is  the  draught  of  a  letter  which  he  intended  to  send  me,  and  in  copy- 
ing it  he  changed  it  so  as  to  make  the  difference.  The  one  he  in  fact  sent  is  contained 
on  page  106. 

"Q.  And  that  is  the  only  one  you  received? — A.  That  is  the  only  one  of  that  date 
which  I  received.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  follow  up  the  whole  course  of  the 
correspondence  and  all  the  matters  in  connection  with  it  in  any  connected  narrative  now 
from  recollection.  Tl  e  matter,  however,  went  on  as  indicated  by  the  correspondence 
until  I  received  a  letter  or  tele^m  from  General  T.  C.  H.  Smith,  who  was  then  the  ap- 
pointment clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department.     That  letter  is  here. 

"By  Mr.  Whyte: 

"  Q.  Is  not  that  at  the  bottom  of  page  106? — A.  I  think  not,  but  it  may  be,  perhaps. 
I  am  not  sure  but  I  received  either  a  letter  or  a  telegram,  and  my  answer,  if  this  be  the 
letter,  is  not  here,  but  is  contained  in  General  Smith's  testimony  before  the  House  com- 
mittee. I  remember  the  substance  of  my  answer,  which  I  think  was  by  telegraph,  and 
that  was  tliat  neither  I  nor  any  other  person  was  under  any  obligation  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
and  that  if  he  was  not  willing  to  accept  such  a  position  as  Mr.  Smith  was  willing  to  offer 
and  thought  a  suitable  place  for  him,  to  drop  him  and  the  w^hole  business. 

"By  the  Chairman: 

"Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that? — A.  I  can  get  it  from  the  House  committee,  but  prob- 
ably I  had  better  get  General  Smith's  whole  testimony. 

"By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

"Q.  What  are  you  now  referring  to?  Is  it  your  letter  mentioned  in  General  Smith's 
note  of  June  25,  1877,  'AM,'  on  page  106  at  the  bottom? — A.  No;  I  think  not.  I 
think  the  one  I  refifer  to  must  have  been  in  answer  to  this  probably,  but  that  will  appear 
whm  it  is  produced. 

"Subsequently  to  that  I  happened  to  meet  Mr.  Anderson  near  Washington.  He  refers 
himself  to  the  interview.  It  was  on  the  train  going  from  here  to  Baltimore.  I  had  not 
seen  him  while  we  were  both  remaining  in  the  city. 

"By  Mr.  HoAR: 

"Q.  When  was  that? — A.  I  do  not  remember  the  date,  but  it  was  subsequent  to  this 
correspondence  with  General  Smith,  and  must  have  been  nearly  about  that  time.  It 
must  have  been  just  prior  to  his  writing  this  letter  of  June  19. 

Q.  Where  were  you  then  ? — A.  I  was  Just  leaving  Washington. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  letters  of  June'l9th  and  22d?— A.  When  I  got  that  letter  I 
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was  iu  Cincinnati.  Just  ijrior  to  hi*,  v.  rlticg  that  Ifiter.  and  ai  the  date  of  tae  loiter.  I  w: 
in  Washington,  and  I  was  leaving  here  ana  visis  on  the  con  when  I  saw  31  r.  Azdenc*: 
He  was  on  the  same  train,  and  told  me  he  was  going  over  to  Baltimore  to  enter  nTK-ntb 
dntics  of  sonic  p4'>sition  in  the  custom-house  there  that  General  Smith  had  ^:vcrn  him.  a:: 
he  was  very  much  gratified  that  he  had  received  it,  and  was  very  profose  in  hi«  e.tprr 
Hions  of  tliankfulness  to  me  for  having  procured  it  for  him.  and  I  snpp osed  that  he  ^. 
satisfied  until  that  letter  came.  Subsequent  to  that  I  understood  tfalit  be  had  obtain 
employment  on  a  newspaper,  the  North  American,  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  an  anaoi 
ment  iiad  lieen  made  between  himself  and  General  .Smith  by  which  his  brother  wa>  : 
have  a  place,  and  did  have  a  place,  perhaps  the  same  place  that  he  had  vacated  in  t!. 
custom-house  at  Baltimore,  and  he  expressed  himself  as  very  much  satisfied  with  lU 
and  pleased  with  the  arrangement,  and  the  matter  I  considered  a<*  havin;:  entirely  passe 
beyond  any  connection  of  mine  with  it. 

"  After  that  1  saw  him  in  Washington  once  or  twice;  I  do  not  reuit-niber  tbeoeca&ion: 
He  called  at  my  house  on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  it  had  no  reference  at  that  tiia 
to  himrfclf  as  to  any  position.  He  had,  as  he  told  me,  no  Jurther  desire  for  any  oiYik 
for  himself;  that  he  was  well  situated  in  the  newspaper,  and  it  wai»  greatly  Ijettrr  i- 
him,  and  he  did  not  want  anything  further,  and  was  satisfied  with  what  had  been  d'  c 
HO  far  as  I  was  concerned.  But  he  commenced  talking  then  to  me  alx>ut  the  appoiD 
ments  to  be  made  by  the  President  in  reference  to  New  Orleans,  the  custom- hou-<-  a] 
pointments,  the  appointment  of  marshal,  but  particularly  the  custom-honse  appoin 
ments:  and  I  was  called  upon  at  or  about  the  same  time  by  Dr.  Darrall,  who  had  thf 
just  been  unseated  by  the  Hou.se  of  Kepresentatives  from  the  seat  which  he  claimefl  froi 
I/Ouisiana,  who  also  began  to  talk  about  the  custom-house  in  New  Orleans,  and  ab«)i 
being  an  applicant  for  it  himself,  and  I  was  made  aware  that  it  was  Mr.  Audeis«.»n's  d« 
fsirc  that  Dr.  Darrall  should  be  appointed,  and  that  it  was  their  joint  desire  that  I  shoul 
tiike  sonic  ste])S  to  secure  Dr.  Darrall's  appointment. 

"1  said  most  distinctly  at  the  time  and  at  all  times  to  these  gentlemen,  cither  st-pd 
nitely  or  apart,  wherever  they  happened  to  talk  to  me  on  the  subject,  that  I  neithr 
could  nor  would  take  any  part  in  the  matter  whatever;  that  it  was  a  matter. iu  which 
had  no  right  to  interfere,  and  in  which  I  had  no  desire  to  interfere;  that  I  had  l>*H:n  a<. 
cused  by  the  friends  of  (Jovernor  Packard  of  standing  in  the  way  as  the  only  obstacle  t 
his  appointment  as  collector  at  New  Orleans,  and  that  so  far  from  that  I  had  expre^.-^!; 
said  that  it  was  none  of  my  business,  and  in  order  to  satisfy  the  friends  of  Govemo 
Packard,  and  at  their  de.sire,  1  i.ad  taken  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  unnc^cessary  pain 
of  going  to  the  President  to  .<?ay  that  if  he  thought  the  public  interest  would  be  bes 
w^rved  l)y  the  appointment  of  Governor  Packard  as  collector  of  customs,  I  hoped  that  u< 
personal  consideration  would  interfere  with  the  execution  of  his  intentions  in  that  re 
Hpect,  and  certainly,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  that  I  had  no  personal  reasons  foropposinj 
his  noniiiiation  or  confirmation,  and  that  consequently,  being  in  that  attitude  and  havir; 
at  that  time  rather  made  up  my  mind  that  perhaps  Governor  l*ackard-8  nomination  wouk 
be  a  good  thing  to  do,  1  declined  to  have  anything  further  to  do  with  the  matter,  and  ii 
that  state,  that  condition  of  things,  I  happened  one  day — I  do  not  remember  the  houro 
the  day — to  meet  Mr.  Anderson  in  one  of  the  public  places  of  this  Capitol,  between  th< 
Senate  Chamber  and  the  entrance  in  the  hall,  evidently  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  the  firsi 
time  I  had  ever  seen  him  in  such  a  condition,  and  with  a  very  abrupt  and  insolent  ad 
dress  to  me,  wanted  to  know  w^liat  the  Administration  were  going  to  do  about  the  ap 
pointnient  of  a  collector  of  customs  at  New  Orleans,  and  said  he  would  give  them  ju-<1 
one  week  in  which  to  make  up  their  minds  about  the  matter.  I  immediately,  as  sooi 
as  he  had  finished  his  notice,  said  to  him  that  he  was  drunk  and  insulting,  and  that  ] 
should  have  no  further  communicration  with  him,  and  forbade  him  to  approach  nie  oi 
(X)mmnni('ato  with  mo  in  any  way  whatever.  He  afterwards  called  at  my  hoiuie,  as  1 
was  inlbrnu'd  by  a  servant,  with  his  card,  but  I  declined  to  see  him,  and  have  never  seei 
him  since,  except  publicly  and  in  this  room;  and  all  statements  made  by  him  or  by  Dr 
Darrall  in  reference  to  my  having  made  any  promises  to  use  my  influence  or  otherwise 
take  any  steps  to  influence  the  nomination  of  himself  or  anybody  else  as  collector  oi 
customs  at  New  Orleans  are  pure  fabrications,  without  any  foundation  in  truth;  and  « 
far  as  1  now  recall  anything  I  have  said,  all  that  occurs  to  me  as  important  in  referenct 
to  this  matter,  with  perhaps  this  exception,  that  I  ought  to  say  that  on  no  occasion  ditl 
Mr.  Anderson  ever,  cither  expres«;ly  or  by  any  implication,  suggest  that  he  had  anj; 
promise  from  Mr.  Sherman,  or  that  he  knew  of  any,  ofiTering  him  assistance  in  the  waj 
of  public  office  or  otherwise  for  anything  that  he  did  or  omitted  to  do  in  reference  to  the 
election  in  I.(misiana.  I  never  heard  of  the  so-called  Sherman  letter  until  it  Y)ecam( 
matter  of  public  notoriety  through  the  newspaper  press  in  connection  with  this  matter 
and  so  far  osl  am  now  advised,  I  submit  the  matter  for  fuither  examination  to  the  oom- 
mittee. 
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*' By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

"  Q.  In  any  of  these  interviews  with  Mr.  Anderson,  did  he  ever  say  or  in  any  manner 
intimate  or  hint  that  ho  had  been  a  party  to,  or  knew  of,  any  misdoings  in  respect  of 
misrepresenting  the  trne  result  of  the  election  down  there? — A.  Never  on  any  occasion 
in  any  way  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  all  that  was  said  or  suggested  necessarily  cai'- 
ried  just  the  contrary  meaning  to  my  mind. 

'*Q.  I  understand  you  to  mean,  then,  in  the  statement  which  you  have  made,  that 
whatever  interest  you  took  in  the  affair,  or  whatever  you  did  or  said  about  Anderson's 
getting  a  place  or  anybody  else  getting  a  place,  was  not  under  any  impression  that  you 
were  helping  him  on  account  of  any  contrivance  or  misdeed  that  he  had  done  or  knew 
of,  but  on  account  of  his  having  made  you  believe  that  he  had  done  the  hon^t  and  reg- 
ular work  that  members  of  all  political  parties  who  are  honest  feel  that  they  have  a  right 
to  do? — A.  That  is  what  I  mean,  and  that  it  was  in  his  case  a  case  of  peculiar  hard- 
ship, on  the  ground  of  which  he  made  the  appeal  to  me  especially,  because  the  persons 
to  whom  he  would  naturally  look  otherwise,  by  reason  of  their  hostility  to  the  Admin- 
istration, as  he  claimed,  had  also  become  hostile  to  him. 

**  By  the  Chairman: 

"  Q.  In  handing  you  these  papers  purporting  to  be  agreements,  did  he  explain  to  yon 
definitely  that  there  had  been  a  purpose  at  one  time,  either  in  his  mind  or  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Nash  or  Mr.  Weber,  to  use  these  papers  improperly? — A.  The  substance  of  what 
he  said  to  me  in  delivering  to  me  the  Nash  agreement  was  this:  After  rising  to  his  feet 
to  leave,  after  the  substance  of  the  conversation  as  I  have  related  it  had  closed  and  I 
had  expressed  an  intention  to  help  him  as  far  as  I  could,  he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket 
and  took  out  the  envelope  containing  the  Nash  agreement  and  said :  *  Here  is  a  paper 
that  I  think  you  ought  to  have:  I  give  it  to  you  without  any  conditions,  to  do  with  as 
you  see  proper.'  I  then  opened  the  paper,  read  it  through,  observed  its  general  charac- 
ter, and  asked  him  what  it  meant,  and  he  then  proceeded  with  a  statement,  which  I  have 
already  undertaken  to  give,  that  it  did  not  mean  what  it  appeared  to  mean;  that  there 
was  no  evidence  to  supress;  that  there  was  no  fraud  as  to  which  there  was  any  evidence; 
that  he  had  no  expectation  of  getting  any  such  office,  but  that  he  had  had  the  paper  given 
in  order  (as  I  remember)  to  have  a  hold  on  him.  That  was  all  the  intimation  of  any  ill- 
legal  purpose.  And  the  other  paper  came  to  me  inclosed  with  the  letter  of  April  7,  which 
contained  all  the  information  1  had  in  relation  to  it." 

The  hour  'of  the  meeting  of  the  Senate  haying  arrived,  the  committee  adjourned  to 
meet  again  on  the  11th  February.     On  that  day — 

"The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  aU  the  members  present. 

"  Hon.  Stanley  Matthews's  examination  continued. 

"The  Witness.  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  think  it  important  that  I  should 
make  more  distinct  and  clear  one  matter.  In  my  first  interview  with  Mr.  Anderson 
when  he  handed  to  me  the  Nash  agreement,  as  I  have  already  stated,  ho  did  not  state 
what  purpose  that  paper  had  been  executed  for,  further  than  for  the  purpose  as  he  stated 
of  obtaining  some  hold  on  Nash;  and  took  pains  to  explain  the  contents  of  the  paper  as 
not  meaning  what  they  would  appear  to  mean;  that  in  point  of  fact  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  fraud  that  he  had  possession  of,  and  none  that  he  had  agreed  to  suppress,  and  no 
expectation  of  relying  as  significant  upon  any  promise  made  in  the  paper  in  reference  to 
the  office  spoken  of;  and  my  distinct  understanding,  from  all  the  circumstances,  from 
his  manner,  from  his  conversation,  and  from  the  jxjriod  of  time  during  the  conversation 
when  this  occurred,  was  that  he  delivered  that  paper  to  me  in  token  of  his  surrender  of 
the  paper  and  of  all  the  purposes  for  which  the  paper  was  originally  intended  to  be  used 
or  for  which  it  might  be  used;  and  what  emphasizes  that  impression  and  conviction  on 
my  mind  is  that  there  had  been  no  previous  conversation  between  us  in  respect  to  the 
paper  or  any  of  the  things  to  which  the  paper  related,  nothing  to  call  it  out,  no  expec- 
tation on  my  part  that  I  should  obtain  it,  no  hint  from  him  that  there  was  any  such  paper 
until  he  produced  it;  and  in  doing  so  he  said  it  was  a  paper  which  he  thought  I  ought 
to  have,  as  I  supposed  in  return  for  the  good-will  which  I  had  expressed  toward  him, 
the  interest  which  I  had  manifested  in  his  case,  stating  at  the  time  that  he  delivered  it 
to  me  to  be  treated  in  whatever  way  I  chose. 

"  That  impression  was  so  strong  that  I  supposed  at  the  time  that  the  object  in  deliv- 
ering the  paper  to  me,  as  he  afterward  also  did  with  the  subsequent  paper  called  the 
Weber  agreement,  was  for  the  purpose  that  I  might  destroy  them.  I  did  not  do  so, 
simply  because  I  anticipated  a  passibility  that  on  the  whole  it  would  be  better  that  I 
should  not,  so  that  in  case  of  the  happening  of  any  future  contingency  that  I  did  not 
then  contemplate  it  would  be  essential  to  my  own  protection  in  the  matter  that  I  should 
be  able  to  produce  the  very  papers  which  I  had  received;  but  I  received  them,  the  first 
one  at  tliat  time  and  the  other  one  subsequently,  as  evidence,  by  the  act  of  his  deliver- 
ing them  to  me,  that  he  desired  to  be  understood  as  having  abandoned  whatever  design 
he  may  have  originally  entertained  of  using  them  in  any  way  whatever, 
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"By  Mr.  Edmunds: 

"Q.  If  I  understood  joa  the  other  day,  yon  said  in  that  ooonection  that  he  acccm* 
panieid  that  delivery  with  the  statement  that  there  was  no  soch  iaet  in  ezistenoe  to  la 
knowledge  as  the  paper  appeared  to  import? — A.  He  did  distinctly^  and  I  ondersunl 
him  to  reiterate  that  in  the  testimony  which  he  gave  het'ore  the  Mooae  oomnuttce,  asJ 
that  impression  was  corroborated  and  strengthened  by  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  the 
7th  of  April,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  alleged  machinations  as  against  the  Piesideiit 
by  Mr.  Packard  and  his  friends,  in  which  they  sought  to  ose  him.  and  from  the  expres- 
sions contained  in  that  letter  I  inferred  that  the  whole  matter  was  £klae;  that  is,  that  xhen 
was  no  foundation  in  truth  or  in  tact  for  the  things  intended  to  be  bronght  ont  by  the  oie 
of  him  or  of  any  of  the  instruments  of  evidence  which  he  was  sappoaed  to  have,  where  be 
says  particularly  in  reference  to  one  part  of  their  plans,  ^ of  coarse  they  commit  peijarr. 
but  that  is  a  small  matter  here  ^;  and  that  impression  was  not  affeet4Mi  by  the  othrr  ex- 
pression made  use  of  in  the  same  letter,  where  he  spr^ks  of  this  Weber  u;;reement  a«  beis^ 
*  the  last  piece  of  documentary  evidence  in  existence.'  I  of  course  understood  it  had  co 
probative  force  of  it<i  own,  except  supposing  it  to  have  been  signed  by  the  twopartiesa<  a 
confession  that  would  be  admissible  as  against  them,  but  not  containing  any  eridencv  io 
itself  as  against  others  of  the  facts  that  were  rci'ited  in  it. 

*^In  the  note  which  I  gave  him  of  introduction  to  General  Harlau  on  the  29th  «4 
March,  I  stated  that  the  note  would  Ikj  presented  'by  Mr.  J.  E.  Anderson,  who  mav  de- 
sire to  communicate  with  you  confidentially,-  and  in  my  note  to  him.  which  was  on  the 
same  sheet,  '  you  can  talk  to  him  as  fully  as  to  me.'  Ho  far  as  I  now  remember  ^hat 
was  in  my  own  mind  at  that  time,  my  object  in  those  expressions  was  simply  to  ba\e 
Mr.  Anderson  converse  with  General  Harlan  in  respect  to  himself  and  his  own* case  avd 
his  own  desires  and  his  relations  to  this  whole  matter  just  exactly  as  he  had  done  tome, 
so  that  General  Harlan,  being  on  the  ground,  might  l)etter  judge  as  to  the  propriety  oi 
undertaking  to  assist  in  forwarding  any  application  to  be  made  by  him  for  any  pmino- 
tion,  which  was  the  first  thing  he  spoke  of  as  desirable,  in  the  cnstom-hoose*  office  at 
New  Orleans.  There  was  no  other  matter  that  I  remember  of  which  I  expected  him  to 
speak  confidentially  about,  except  the  matters  which  I  have  testifie<l  to  here,  and  which 
I  remember  as  a  part  of  the  conversation. 

'*  There  is  one  other  matter  which  I  desire  to  make  a  further  explanation  about.  Od 
the  1st  of  June  it  appears  that  he  telegraphed  me  from  Washington  in  a  very  peremp- 
tory style  about  arranging  this  affair  '  or  you  can  all  face  the  music." 

**  By  Mr.  Whyte: 

*^  Q.  That  dispatch  on  page  105  is  dated  May  1,  but  I  presume  that  is  a  mistake?~.\. 
I  am  not  able  now  to  remember  what  is  the  correct  date.  I  remember,  however,  the 
fact  of  there  being  a  discrepancy  between  the  two. 

*'  Q.  It  must  be  June  1,  from  the  letters? — A.  I  think  so.  On  pa^  32  it  is  Jnne.  He 
apologized  for  that  by  a  letter  written  the  next  day,  which  will  probably  fix  the  date  ot 
that.  That  letter  is  on  page  106.  He  writes  a  letter  on  the  2d  of  June  in  which  be 
apologizes  for  that  dispatch,  but  subsequently  to  that,  on  the  19th  of  June,  aAer  he  had 
experienced  a  disappointment  in  the  character  of  the  position  that  was  given  him  in  the 
Baltimore  custom-house,  he  writes  the  letter  of  that  date  set  out  on  page  106,  in  which 
he  says  he  proposes  'to  wait  here,*  that  is,  at  Washington,  *  until  Saturday,  and  if  hi* 
case  was  not  settled  by  that  day,  to  *  take  such  steps  as  the  occasion  might  require.'  It 
was  sulisequent  to  that,  I  believe,  though  I  have  it  not  here,  that  the  corres^ndence 
between  Gcnemi  Smith  and  myself  took  place,  in  which  I  stated  to  Geneml  Smith,  the 
appointment  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Department,  that  neither  I  nor  any  one  else  was  under 
any  obligation  to  Mr.  Anderson,  and  if  he  did  not  see  fit  to  accept  such  position  as  Mr. 
Smith  thought  was  suitable  to  him,  to  drop  him. 

*'What  I  desire  more  distinctly  to  have  understood  is  the  reasons  that  actuated  me  in 
continuing  the  correspondence  with  him  and  continuing  to  manifest  my  interest  in  him 
after  this  conduct  on  his  part  toward  myself,  which  in  respect  to  that  dispatch  W9s  in- 
sulting. My  first  reason  was  my  anxiety,  considering  his  disappointment  which  he  had 
expressed  in  reference  to  the  treatment  he  had  received  from  others,  and  his  dimppoint- 
ment  in  not  succeeding  through  me  in  getting  what  he  thought  he  ought  to  have,  to  not 
give  him  any  excuse  in  his  own  mind  for  believing  that  I  had  not  acted  in  tntire  go-xl 
faith  in  carrying  out  the  original  expressions  of  my  desire  communicated  to  him  in  my 
first  conversation  to  do  something  for  him.  I  had  said  that  to  him  under  the  circum- 
stances which  I  have  stated.  I  excused  his  own  conduct  towaurd  myself  as  perhaps  nat- 
ural to  a  man  who  had  an  intense  desire  to  accomplish  his  object*^  who  perhaps  was  ven* 
needy,  as  I  supposed  he  was,  and  who  might  suppose  that  I,  like  others  'whom  lie  hail 
charged,  was  only  giving  him  words  of  promise  without  seeking  to  do  anything  to  nuke 
them  goixl,  and  I  wius  tuixious  and  sensitive  that  he  .^l^oqld  ^ave  no  excuse  to  chaise  me 
with  au.v  bad  faitlj.  * 
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'*  My  other  reason  was  my  desire  that  the  papers  which  were  in  my  cnsCbdy  under  the 
circumstances  which  I  have  stated,  meaning  hy  *  the  papers '  the  Nash  agreement  and 
the  Anderson-Weber  agreement,  should  not  be  made  public.  I  confess  that  I  thought 
it  was  best  that  they  should  not  be.  I  saw  no  reason  for  making  them  pnblic  in  refer- 
ence to  any  public  interest  involved.  I  did  not  believe  it  would  do  any  good.  I  could 
not  imagine  any  good  that  they  would  subserve,  with  my  opinion  as  to  their  character, 
and  I  did  believe  that  they  might  be  made  th^  instruments  of  mischief  and  of  harm  by 
propagating  and  to  some  extent  confirming  in  the  popukir  mind  a  belief  in  what  I  be- 
lieved to  be  a  false  and  injurious  scandai  in  reference  to  the  whole  matter  to  which  they 
related,  and  the  two  considerations  together  induced  me  to  tolerate  with  him  up  to  the 
point  which  I  have  described  the  conduct  which  the  correspondence  manifests  as  dis- 
played by  him. 

*'  I  believe  these  are  the  matters  to  which  alone  I  care  now  to  make  any  additions. 

'*The  committee-room  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation,  after  which  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  on  Mr.  Matthews  appearing,  the  following  resolution,  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee during  its  deliberation,  was  read  to  him: 

*'  ''Resolved,,  That  Mr.  Matthews  may  and  ought  to  be  examined  in  the  same  manner  and 
to  the  same  extent  as  if  Anderson  had  testified  before  this  committee  tothesame  matters 
stated  in  his  testimony  before  the  House  committee.' 

**By  Mr.  Whyte: 

**  Q.  Senator  Matthews,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  which  has  been  read  to  you,  I 
should  like  to  ask  you  whether  at  the  meeting  at  New  Orleans,  which  you  attended  in 
pursuance  of  the  request  of  President  Grant,  anything  was  said  about  protests  in  regard 
to  the  election  in  East  and  West  Feliciana? — A.  Do  you  mean  the  interview  that  I  re- 
ferred to  as  having  been  held  at  the  custom-house  with  (Jeneral  Anderson  and  Governor 
Wells  ? 

"Q.  That  is  the  interview. — A.  There  was  no  conversation  on  that  subject  at  that 
time  nor  at  any  time  between  myself  and  those  two  gentlemen,  members  of  the  return- 
ing board,  or  between  them  and  others  in  my  presence  at  any  time. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  as  between  them  and  yourself,  but  between'yourself  and  any  other 
persons? — A.  Nor  between  myself  and  any  other  persons. 

' '  Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  fieiilure  to  make  protests  by  these  supervisors 
in  regard  to  the  returns  from  their  parishes  at  the  time  the  returns  were  regularly  made? 

"Mr.  Edmunds.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  that  inquiry  appears  to  imply  that  there  wiis 
a  failure  to  file  protests,  about  which  I  know  nothing  and  I  believe  the  committee  know 
nothing. 

'*  The  Chairman.  Mr.  Whyte  will  modify  the  question,  I  suppose. 

*  *  Mr.  Whyte.  The  word  *  failure '  probably  I  ought  not  to  use.  I  supposed  everybody 
remembered  the  fact  that  the  protests  were  made  in  New  Orleans,  and  not  made  in  the 
parishes. 

' '  Mr.  Edmunds.  I  do  not  remember  any  such  fact.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

*'  Mr.  Whyte.  The  protests  are  in  this  testimony  and  show  that  they  were  made  in 
New  Orleans.  They  were  part  of  the  document  which  Mr.  Sherman  presented  to  the 
Senate. 

*'Mr.  Edmunds.  I  only  make  the  suggestion  becanse  I  know  no  such  fact,  know  noth- 
ing about  it.  I  only  wanted  to  avoid  the  committee  being  committed  to  an  impliaition 
which  the  question  seemed  to  make.     It  may  be  a  correct  implication  or  it  may  not. 

"Mr.  Whyte.  I  would  only  say  that  the  protest  to  which  I  refer  in  regard  to  East 
Feliciana  is  dated  at  New  Orleans,  and  sworn  to  before  Jndge  Campbell  on  the  10th  of 
November,  1876,  and  appears  in  Senate  Miscellaneous  Document  N«.  2,  Forty- fourth 
Congress,  second  session,  page  223. 

*'  The  Witness.  It  is  also  in  this  testimony  of  Anderson,  on  pages  5  and  6. 

"Mr.  Whyte.  It  is. 

"The  Chaibman.  The  House  has  sent  to  us  the  entire  testimony  of  Anderson ;  in 
other  words,  has  sent  us  testimony  which  we  did  not  ask  for,  and  of  course  it  is  all 
printed  in  this  volume.     It  may  not  be  material  in  this  connection,  but  it  may  become 
so  hereafter,  and  therefore  I  call  attention  to  the  fact. 
The  Witness.  May  I  go  on  now? 
The  Chaibman.  Yes,  sir. 

The  question  of  Mr.  Whyte  was  read  to  the  witness,  as  follows: 
Do  you  know  anything  about  the  failure  to  make  protests  by  these  supervisors  in 
regard  to  the  returns  from  their  parishes  at  the  time  the  returns  were  regularly  made?' 

A.  During  the  few  days  I  was  in  New  Orleans,  between  the  13th  and  19th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1876,  I  did  hear  as  a  matter  of  conversation  in  reference  to  one  or  the  other,  if  not 
both  of  the  parishes  of  East  and  West  Feliciana,  that  it  was  reported  that  the  protests 
required  by  law  to  be  made  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  election,  called,  I  believe,  the 
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snpervisoT  of  registration,  was  not  made  on  the  day  of  the  election,  nor  at  the  place  of  the 
election,  bnt  was  supplied  subsequently,  but  at  what  time  and  place  I  do  Dot  remember 
to  have  heard;  and  I  understood  that  the  question  would  arise  in  reference  to  the  valid- 
ity of  those  protests  as  affecting  the  returns  of  the  election  at  those  places  in  regard  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  returning  board  to  go  into  the  question  of  those  fiicts,  which,  un- 
der the  law,  were  thought  to  give  them  power  to  invalidate  the  election  itself — ^such  aa 
intimidation,,  force,  fear,  riots,  &c.  I  say  I  heard  it  as  a  matter  of  conversation,  bat 
from  whom,  and  where,  I  cannot  state  positively,  except,  as  heretofore  stated,  I  did  not 
hear  anything  said  on  that  subject  in  the  interview  at  which  either  of  the  members  of 
the  returning  board  was  present. 

"  Mr.  Edmunds.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  commit- 
tee, as  a  matter  of  fairness  towards  every  member  of  it,  that  the  answer  of  this  witn«8 
has  no  tendency  to  establish  the  fact  of  the  protests  not  having  been  made  r^^larly  and 
according  to  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  and  that  it  can  only  be  received  so  far  as  it  may  affect 
his  personal  conduct  in  relation  to  the  transaction.  I  do  not  ask  the  committee  to  decide 
the  question  now ;  but,  in  order  that  it  should  not  be  misunderstood  hereafter,  I  make 
this  suggestion. 

"  The  Chairman.  The  suggestion  will  go  in  the  record. 

*  *  Q.  (By  Mr.  Wh  yte.  )  Senator  Matthews,  Anderson  has  stated  that  he  told  you  in  coo- 
versation,  in  March,  1877,  that  his  parish  of  East  Feliciana  had  been  *  thrown  out  on  a 
forged  protest.'  Did  he  make  any  such  statement  to  you  as  that? — A.  He  did  not  tell 
me  anything  of  the  kind. 

**Q.  Did  he  then  tell  you  of  any  promises  made  to  him  by  anytxHiy  in  Louisiana  in 
regard  to  any  service  that  he  had  rendered  in  his  capacity  as  a  superviser  of  registration, 
and  that  thase  promises  had  not  been  kept? — A.  He  did  not. 

'^  Q.  Did  he  say  more  to  you  than  to  appeal  to  your  generosity  to  get  him  some  poeitiou 
on  account  of  his  services  to  the  Republican  piui-y,  or  did  he  explain  to  you  that  he  had 
rendered  peculiar  services  which  ought  to  be  rewarded? — A.  His  appeal  to  me  was  to  my 
generosity  and  sense  of  justice  to  assist  him  in  getting  some  employment  in  the  Govern- 
ment, largely  if  not  mainly  on  account  of  services  which  he  claimed  to  have  rendered  to 
the  Republican  cause  in  I^uisiana,  the  nature  of  which  he  related  quite  at  length,  giv- 
ing me  instances  of  his  assisting  in  the  organization  of  the  party  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  in  looking  to  the  interests  of  the  party,  and  mentioned  that  these  services  were 
peculiar  in  the  sense  that  they  had  been  efficient,  and  that  they  had  been  dangerous,  for 
he  referred  to  the  fact  that  they  had  been  rendered  at  great  sacrifice  of  time  and  of  what 
means  he  had,  with  the  exposure  of  his  person  not  only  to  ill-health  but  to  peril  of  life 
from  his  political  adversaries;  but  there  was  not  in  the  whole  of  this  account  the  most 
distant  allusion  that  was  not,  according  to  his  description  of  it,  entirely  honorable  and 
such  as  an  honest  man  might  render  if  he  felt  the  degree  of  interest  which  he  claimed  to 
have  done  in  his  party  and  its  principles  and  its  cause. 

*  *  Q.  Did  he  explai  n  to  you  after  that  the  nature  of  the  Nash- Anderson  agreement,  which 
you  say  he  delivered  to  you,  in  that  conversation? — A.  Yes,  in  the  way  which  I  have 
already  stated. 

*'Q.  Then  did  he  tell  you  of  the  Weber- Anderson  agreement  in  that  same  conversa- 
tion ? — A.  My  recollection  is  that  he  did  not. 

* '  Q.  Did  you  tell  him  to  go  to  New  Orleans  and  wait  for  the  commission  known  as  the 
MacVeagh  commission,  which  was  contemplated  at  that  time? — A.  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans,  or  that  he  was  going  to  New  Orleans,  and  I  stated 
to  him  that  the  first  opportunity  I  should  have  to  endeavor  to  do  for  him  what  he  seemed 
to  wish  at  that  time  would  be  when  the  commission  arrived  in  New  Orleans;  that  being 
personally  acquainted  with  General  Harlan,  and  as  he  desired  an  effort  to  be  made  to 
improve  his  condition  in  the  custom-house,  I  would  give  him  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
him  when  I  heard  of  his  arrival  in  New  Orleans. 

"Q.  Did  he  speak  of  any  penitence  in  regard  to  the  exaction  of  such  an  agreement 
from  Nash  as  is  disclosed  by  this  paper? — A.  That  I  inferred  from  the  apologies  which 
he  made  in  reference  to  it  in  having  me  understand  that  it  never  was  intended  to  mean 
what  it  appeared  to  mean  on  its  face. 

'*  Q.  Then  how  do  you  account  for  the  language  in  his  letter  of  March  27,  to  be  found 
on  page  104: 

*"Nash  will  be  here  this  week,  and  will  demand  possession  of  that  agreement,  after 
offering  me  a  (possibly)  clerkship.  Of  course  I  shall  decline.  Shall  I  inform  him  that 
it  is  in  your  possession  ? ' 

"What  was  the  meaning  of  that? — A.  I  have  no  means  of  answering  that.  Theie  was 
no  statement  made  by  Mr.  Anderson  to  me  of  any  understanding  between  him  and  Mr. 
Nash  in  respect  to  the  possession  of  the  agreement.  The  only  explanations  he  made  in 
regard  to  its  nature  were  those  which  I  have  already  given,  and  I  cannot  of  couise  fay 
what  he  meant  by  this,     In  reply  to  his  que5»t»on  as  to  whether  l^e  should  inform  Nash 
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that  it  was  in  my  possessioD,  I  answered  him  that  I  desired  him  to  inform  Mr.  Nash  of 
that  fact  in  my  letter  of  introduction  of  March  29,  in  which  I  say,  *  Yon  should  say  to 
Nash,  if  inquired  of,  that  I  have  the  agreement,'  as  I  desired  that  Mr.  Nash  should  know 
that  iact. 

"Q.  Why  did  you  wish  Mr.  Nash  to  know  that? — A.  In  order  that  Mr.  Nash  might 
be  relieved  in  his  own  mind  from  any  such  coercion  as  might  be  possibly  implied  from 
his  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  paper  and  his  ignorance  of  its  whereabouts.  In 
other  words,  to  relieve  him  from  that  which  Mr.  Anderson  described  as  the  object  of 
taking  it — that  is,  Anderson's  hold  upon  him. 

"Q.  What  had  Mr.  Anderson  to  say  to  General  Harlan  confidentially,  which  is  the 
language  I  think  you  use  in  your  letter? — A.  I  say  in  my  letter  of  March  29,  introduc- 
ing Mr.  Anderson  to  General  Harlan:  ^This  will  be  presented  to  you  by  Mr.  J.  E.  An- 
derson, who  may  desire  to  communicate  with  you  confidentially.'  What  I  referred  to 
was  the  same  matters  which  he  had  related  to  me  as  the  foundation  for  his  own  claims 
to  my  good- will,  and  particularly  that  portion  which  consisted  in  the  description  of  the 
hostility  which  he  said  he  had  incurred  from  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  organization 
in  New  Orleans,  described  as  Packard,  Kellogg,  and  others. 

''Q.  Mr.  Darrall  says  in  his  letter  that  he  had  talked  with  you  about  the  Sherman 
letter;  but  I  think  you  said  you  knew  nothing  about  the  Sherman  letter? — A.  Nothing 
in  the  world. 

**Q.  In  his  letter  of  April  7  Anderson  says:  *  Inclosed  find  Weber  agreement.  This  is 
the  last  piece  of  documentary  evidence  in  existence. '  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you 
knew  nothing  of  that  agreement  prior  to  this  letter?— A.  I  did  not,  nor  of  the  Pitkin 
agreement  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  sentence. 

"Q.  On  page  111  of  the  House  testimony  I  find  this  indorsement  apparently  on  an  ap- 
plication of  Anderson  to  be  apx)ointed  under  the  State  Department  as  consul: 

"  'For  important  reasons  I  specially  request  that  this  request  be  ciomplied  with.' 

^*That  is  the  request  that  he  may  be  appointed  to  a  foreign  consulate,  and  then 
below  it: 

* '  *  Executive  Mansion.  Application  for  appointment  United  States  consul  at  Callao, 
Peru.  Senator  Matthews  requests  that  this  appointment  be  made  for  important  rea- 
sons. ' 

**  What  'important  reasons'  were  there  that  a  man  like  Anderson  should  beappointed 
to  a  consulate? 

''Mr.  HOAB.  On  what  page  is  that? 

"Mr.  Whyte.  I  do  not  see  it  in  the  little  volume  which  you  have  printed  here;  but 
it  appears  in  the  volume  printed  by  the  House. 

•*The  Chaibman.  Then  the  House  have  not  sent  it  to  us. 

*'Mr.  Whyte.  The  House  have  sent  all  of  Anderson's  testimony,  but  have  not  sent 
you  these  letters  and  papers. 

"The  Witness  (after  examining  the  document).  The  only  reasons  I  had  for  wishing 
it  were  those  that  I  have  already  explained  as  operating  on  my  mind  in  furthering  his 
wishes  in  respect  to  an  appointment. 

*'Q.  (By  Mr.  Whyte.  )  You  subsequently  recommended  him,  did  you  not,  to  the  col- 
lector at  New  Orleans  for  an  appointment  as  deputy  collector? — A.  I  did. 

"Q.  And  he  did  not  succeed? — A.  He  did  not. 

"  Q.  On  his  way  back  from  New  Orleans  to  Washington  he  alleges  that  he  stopped  to  see 
you  at  Cincinnati  in  May? — A.  I  remember  Mr.  Anderson  being  in  my  office  subsequently 
to  the  first  interview;  but  at  what  time,  either  in  point  of  time  as  to  the  month  or  as 
to  the  day  of  the  month,  or  at  what  period  in  the  history  of  the  whole  matter,  I  do  not 
now  remember. 

"  Q.  Anderson  states  that  in  that  interview  you  remarked  to  him — 

"  '  You  go  right  back  in  the  next  train;  I  have  just  to-day  had  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent in  regard  to  your  case,  and  I  have  written  him  such  a  letter  as  will  secure  your 
appointment  to  some  position. ' 

"  Is  there  any  truth  in  that  statement? — A.  There  is  not. 

*'Q.  After  he  reached  Washington  he  alleges  he  sent  you  the  dispatch  of  June  1,  con- 
taining these  words: 

'  *  *  The  President  claims  to  have  received  no  letters.  I  want  no  more  correspondence 
and  no  more  nonsense.  Come  here  and  settle  this  afiair,  or  you  can  all  face  the  music. 
Care  nothing  about  documents  in  your  possession.     Answer  immediately.' 

"  Did  you  receive  that  dispatch? — A.  The  telegram  as  set  out  on  page  105  differs  from 
the  telegram  as  set  out  on  page  32  in  this  printed  testimony,  but  not  substantially.  The 
words  'answer  immediately'  occur  in  the  copy  on  page  105;  the  words  'telegraph  meat 
once'  on  page  32.  The  copy  contained  on  page  105  is  the  one  I  received,  and  is  the  one 
furnished  by  me  to  General  Cox,  who  produced  it  before  the  House  committee. 

*'Q.  But  the  date  I  think  is  wrong? — A.  The  date  must  be  wrojig.  It  is  dated  'May 
1 '  there,  but  it  ought  to  be  'June  1,'  undoubtedly. 
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"Q.  The  next  day  he  sends  you  the  letter,  as  I  understand,  on  page  106,  stating  thai 
he  had  sent  that  dispatch  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  which  he  thinks  you  might  mis- 
construe?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

''Q.  And  then  remarks,  'do  not  understand  me  as  threatening  you.'  Now,  in  that 
same  letter  he  says  that  he  has  '  thought  of  a  plan  by  which  the  President  can  get  rid  vf 
me  without  embarrassing  himself;  that  is,  to  give  the  appointment  I  ask  to  a  gentleman 
whom  I  shall  designate/  Where  was  the  necessity  of  the  President  getting  rid  of  amau 
like  Anderson? — A.  I  have  no  more  knowledge  on  that  point  than  you — than  Mr.  Ander- 
son's own  statement. 

''  Q.  Then  why  was  the  arrangement  made  to  give  his  brother  a  place  in  the  Baltimoif 
custom-house  ? — A.  All  I  can  answer  in  regard  to  that  is  what  I  afterward  ascertained, 
and  that  is  that  it  was  offered  and  given  to  Anderson,  and  that  he  tried  it  and  became 
very  much  dissatisfied  immediately  with  it,  as  he  expressed  himself  in  his  letter  oi* 
June  19,  on  page  106,  where  he  describes  what  the  duties  of  the  office  were,  and  then 
threw  it  up,  refused  to  keep  it,  hut  succeeded,  as  I  understood,  in  obtaining  firom  Gen- 
eral Smith  the  appointment  to  the  same  place,  as  1  always  understood,  of  his  own 
brother. 

**  Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  this  letter  of  the  19tli  he  says  that  place 
has  been  offered  him  and  he  has  declined  it? — A.  I  know  he  does  say  so,  but  he  told  me,  as 
I  have  already  stated,  when  1  met  him  on  the  train  going  from  Washington  to  Baltimore, 
that  he  was  going  over  there  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  it,  and  was  then  very  mnch  pleai«ecl 
with  the  idea  of  having  the  employment.  The  next  I  heard  was  that  I  received  this 
letter  of  June  19,  in  which  he  expressed  his  disgust  at  the  position  of  inspector  of  customs. 
1  inferred  from  that  that  he  had  actually  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  place,  had  found 
what  was  required  of  him,  and  found  that  they  were  duties  that  be  was  not  disposed  to 
perform,  and  then  wrote  me  that  letter  in  which  he  says  he  declined  it.  My  informa- 
tion subsequently  was  that  this  arrangement  was  made  which  I  have  just  related,  that 
having  obtained  employment  in  the  office  of  the  North  American  he  abandoned  all  de- 
sire to  have  any  appointment  of  his  own,  and  obtained  from  the  appointment  clerk,  Gen- 
eral Smith,  the  appointment  of  his  brother  to  this  place  in  the  Baltimore  eustom-honse. 
which  he  himself  was  not  willing  to  have  or  to  keep,  whichever  it  was. 

''  Q.  The  letter  of  General  Smith  seems  to  confirm  the  theory  that  he  declined  alto- 
gether to  consider  the  place? — A.  I  notice  that  it  does.  Nevertheless,  I  still  say  that  be 
told  me  that  morning  on  the  train  going  to  Baltimore  that  he  was  going  over  there  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  on  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  I  inferred  Irom  that  statement 
that  he  had  in  fact  done  it.  When  1  got  that  letter  I  presumed  that  he  had  probably, 
on  the  experience  of  a  day  or  two,  found  it  was  not  what  he  thought  it  was,  and  had  given 
it  up.  It  may  be,  however,  that  he  never  did  for  a  day  occupy  the  office.  I  do  not  know 
personally  about  it. 

*  *  Q.  On  the  1 1th  of  February,  1878,  he  alleges  that  he  addressed  you  a  letter  from  Phila- 
delphia. Without  going  into  the  whole  letter — it  is  on  page  107  of  the  printed  testi- 
mony— there  occurs  in  it  this  paragraph: 

'' '  In  May  last  I  warned  you  of  just  such  a  state  of  affairs  as  has  come  to  pass.  Had 
you  adopted  my  suggestions  then  (in  two  respects),  it  could  have  been  avoided.  It  is  not 
too  late  yet,  if  prompt  measures  are  taken. 

"  '  Am  no  applicant  for  nor  would  I  accept  any  position  under  the  administration,  and 
only  desire  to  avoid  the  scandal  that  is  in  prospective.' 

"  What  did  he  mean  could  have  been  avoided,  do  you  know,  in  that  letter? — A.  I  do 
not.  My  answer  to  that  letter  is  contained  in  a  letter  printed  on  jrage  38  of  this  state- 
ment, though  there  is  still  some  mistake  about  the  date.  It  must  be  'Febmaiy  12,* 
although  printed  'February  2,'  if  his  letter  be  correctly  dated  Februaiy  11,  for  I  say: 

**  *  I  have  your  note  of  yesterday,  and  in  reply  beg  to  say  that  I  do  not  recollect  the 
suggestions  heretofore  made  by  you,  to  which  you  refer,  and  which  you  think  if  adopted 
might  still  prove  advantageous  to  the  public  interest,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you 
adopt  them.' 

' '  This  is  a  misprint.     It  does  not  make  any  sense. 

"  'I  have,  however,  been  subjected  to  so  much  misrepresentation  in  regard  to  erery- 
tliing  I  have  undertaken  to  do  that  I  do  not  think  it  woiQd  be  wise  for  me  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia or  Baltimore  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  you.  In  case  you  should  find  it  convenient 
to  l)e  in  Washington,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  you.' 

"What  he  referred  to  I  do  not  know  and  never  did. 

''Q.  Why  did  you  head  that  '  personal  and  confidential';  was  there  anything  special 
in  that? — A.  No,  sir;  nothing  more  than  to  have  it  so  understood  that  I  was  not  writing 
it  for  publication.  I  am  satisfied  there  is  a  misprint  in  the  letter  in  the  words  'and  I 
would  l>e  glad  to  have  you  adopt  them. '  That  phrase  has  no  meaning  there,  and  it  most 
Ik'  some  other  term  that  was  used;  it  must  be  either  ' mention  them'  or  'rqwat  them.' 
Prolmbly  *  repeat '  is  the  word. 
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•'The  Cr  AIRMAN.  *  Repeat'  is  probably  the  word  intended  there,  but  ypn  say  you 
have  no  recollection  of  it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

"The Chaibman.  The  date  is  explained  in  the  next  sentence,  because  it  says  the  let- 
ter 'm  postmarked  *  Washington,  February  12,  Congress '  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  the  date  must  be 
February  12. 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Whyte.)  You  wrote  to  Secretary  EAarts  on  the  14th  of  May,  as  these 
papers  seem  to  show,  from  Cincinnati  a  letter  recommending  Anderson  for  a  consulship. 
The  letter  is  on  page  30  of  the  printed  testimony  furnished  to  the  committee,  Exhibit  O. 
Phis  letter  was  written  after  you  had  received  the  Nash  agreement  and  the  Weber  agree- 
ment?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

*'  <^.  In  this  letter  you  say  you  had  had  a  private  conversation  with  the  Secretary,  and 
repeat  that  Mr.  Anderson  has  *been  compelled  to  act  a  very  diflScult  part,'  and  has  '  very, 
strong  claims  upon  the  administration  in  the  public  interests.'  Did  you  think  that  that 
was  a  proper  man  to  represent  this  Government  abroad  whom  you  knew  to  have  exacted 
these  two  papers  for  the  purpose  of  black-mail ing.the  parties? — A.  In  the  abstract  I  should 
say  no.  Under  the  circumstances  I  thought  it  was  better  to  have  even  such  a  man  put 
into  a  position  such  as  might  be  found  for  him  than  to  have  had  the  scandal  of  a  publi- 
cation of  these  papers.     That  was  my  opinion  at  that  time. 

''  The  other  members  of  the  committee  having  declined  to  ask  any  further  questions, 

"  The  Chaibman.  Do  you  wish  to  make  any  further  explanation  or  statement? 

**Mr.  Matthews.  No,  sir. 

**The  committee  then  deliberated  upon  the  question  whether  further  testimony  should 
be  taken  or  other  witnesses  called,  and  no  member  of  the  committee  proposing  to  sum- 
mon any  witness,  the  chairman  was  requested  to  make  the  following  statement  to  Mr. 
Matthews: 

'*  *Mr.  Matthews,  the  committee  have  decided  that  they  do  not  desire  to  call  any  wit- 
nesses at  present.  Do  you  wish  to  submit  any  further  testimony,  or  do  you  desire  the 
committee  to  summon  any  witnesses? ' 

"  Mr.  Matthews.  I  do  not." 

Thereupon  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  no  further  testimony  should  be  taken,  all 
of  which  will  more  fuWy  appear  from  the  printed  minutes  and  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee herewith  reported. 

The  committe  confine  themselves  to  the  foregoing  narrative  of  the  facts,  and,  after  full 
consideration,  they  find  unanimously  the  statements  of  Mr.  Matthews  to  be  true,  anil 
that  he  had  no  connection  with  any  real  or  supposed  frauds  in  the  election  in  Louisiatm, 
and  that  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  corrupt  conduct  in  any  of  the  matters  referred  lo 
in  the  testimony,  while  we  cannot  but  regard  his  action  in  respect  to  James  E.  Ander- 
son's efibrt  to  obtain  an  appointment  to  office,  under  the  circumstances,  as  wrong  and 
iigurious  to  the  public  interest. 

.  • 

Proceedings  of  mid  before  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  under  the  ratoluHon  of 

Juneb,  1878. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  1878. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursaance  of  the  following  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Senate  on  the  5th  instant,  met: 

'*  Resolved^  That  a  select  committee  of  seven  Senators  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and 
consider  all  things  touching  the  matter  stated  and  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Matthews],  and  the  events  connected  therewith,  and  particularly  what  connection, 
if  any,  that  Senator  ha4  with  any  real  or  pretended  frauds  or  other  wrongs  committed 
in  the  conduct  and  returns  of  the  election  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  1876,  and  with 
any  promises  of  protection  or  reward,  if  any,  made  by  any  one  to  one  James  E.  Ander- 
son, or  others,  in  consideration  of,  or  connection  with,  any  official  conduct  by  said  An- 
derson or  others  in  relation  to  said  election  or  the  returns  thereof;  and  into  all  the  circum- 
stances of  any  recommendation  by  the  said  Senator  of  the  said  Anderson  for  appointment 
to  office;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  employ 
a  clerk  and  stenographer,  and  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess." 

Present:  Messrs.  Allison,  Ingalls,  Hoar,  Davis  of  Illinois,  Whyte,  and  Jones  of  Florida. 

After  consultation  it  was  determined  to  summon  James  E.  Anderson  as  a  witness  for 
Thursday  next. 

On  motion,  the  committee  acyoumed  to  meet  on  Thursday  next  at  noon. 

Thuesday,  June  13,  1878. 

The  committee  met  at  12  o'clock  m.,  pursuant  to  ad.ioumment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Allison,  Hoar,  Davis,  Whyte,  and  Jones. 

James  E.  Anderson,  who  had  been  summoned  to  attend  as  a  witness,  also  appeared. 

The  Acting  Chaibman  (Mr.  Allison).  The  witness,  Mr.  Anderson,  is  here;  bat  I 


632  SENATK   ELECTION   CASES. 

have  this  moment  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Morrison,  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
"which  I  will  read: 

House  of  Represkntatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jutte  13,  1878. 

Mr.  Senator  Allison, 

Chairman,  &c,: 

Mrs.  Jenks  is  about  to  be  put  on  the  stand,  and  we  would  prefer,  if  entirely  agreeable 
to  the  Senate  committee,  that  Mr.  Anderson  should  be  present  daring  her  exaniination. 
This  is  important  to  the  House  committee.     At  any  other  time  take  him. 

W.  R.  MORRISON, 

Acting  Chairman. 

I  submit  that  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hoar.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  Mr.  Anderson  be  excused  aotil  the  Honse 
committee  shall  consider  him  at  libertyto  attend  here. 

Mr.  Davis.  I  move  that  the  chairman  request  Mr.  Morrison  to  notify  ns  when  he  will 
be  ready  to  excuse  Mr.  Anderson  from  attendance  on  the  House  committee. 

The  Witness.  I  suggest  that  that  would  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  the  length  of 
time  it  will  take  Mrs.  Jenks  to  testify.  I  will  state  to  the  committee  that  as  soon  as 
Mrs.  Jenks  is  examined  I  shall  be  ready  to  appear  here  at  any  hour. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Is  there  objection?  [A  pause.]  It  is  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  I  understand,  that  Mr.  Anderson  is  excused,  and  he  will  report  to  us  when 
Mr.  Morrison  is  through  with  him. 

Mr.  Hoar.  I  suggest,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  deem  ourselves  as  still  in  session,  to  be 
notified  by  the  chairman  when  the  witness  is  ready  to  be  examined. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  That  is  the  understanding. 

Friday,  June  21,  1878. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  call. 

Present:  Messrs.  Allison  (acting  chairman),  Hoar,  IngaHs,  Davis,  Whyte,  and  Jones. 

Hon.  Stanley  Matthews  was  present  by  invitation. 

James  E.  Anderson,  who  had  been  summoned  as  a  witness,  appeared. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Will  you  be  sworn  ? 

Mr.  Anderson.  I  will  state  to  the  committee  before  I  take  the  oath  that  I  desire  to 
be  represented  here  by  counsel. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  You  desire  to  be  represented  by  counsel  ? 

Mr.  Anderson.  I  desire  to  be  represented  by  counsel. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  A  witness ! 

Mr.  Anderson.  A  witness.     I  desire  to  be  represented  by  counsel. 

Mr.  Hoar.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  suppose  he  does  not  desire  to  have  counsel  present  before 
we  determine  the  question  whether  he  shall  be  sworn. 

Mr.  Anderson.  I  should  like  to  have  the  question  settled  before  I  am  sworn  as  to 
whether  I  can  have  counsel  or  not. 

Mr.  Davis.  That  is  a  matter  we  can  dispose  of  hereafter.  [To  the  acting  chairman  ] 
You  can  swear  him  and  tell  him  we  can  discuss  this  matter  afterward.  We  cannot  disjjcse 
ol'  this  question  now,  proba])ly. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Have  you  arranged  for  your  counsel,  if  you  have  counsel? 

Mr.  Anderson.  I  will  by  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ingalls.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  hope  there  will  be  no  delay  about  swearing  the  wit- 
ness. 

Mr.  Davis.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Ingali><.  This  Ls  a  question  for  the  committee  to  discuss. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  You  will  be  sworn,  Mr.  Anderson. 

The  oath  was  administered. 

The  Witness.  Now  I  renew  my  request. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  That  we  shall  be  obliged  to  consider. 

Mr.  Davis.  With  closed  doors,  of  course. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  I  think  we  had  better  settle  the  question  now. 

The  Witness.  Can  you  excuse  me  for  ten  minutes? 

The  Acting  Chairman.  No,  we  cannot  excuse  you  just  at  this  momenta 

The  room  was  therefore  cleared  of  all  but  members  of  the  committee.  After  some  time 
spent  in  deliberation  the  doors  were  reopened. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Mr.  Anderson,  the  committee  have  decided  that  you  are  not 
entitled  to  counsel. 

The  Witness.  I  simply  desire  to  say  that  I  have  no  statement  to  make  and  no  ques- 
tions to  answer. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  We  will  examine  you  when  we  are  ready  to  do  ao. 
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Mr,  HoAK.  I  move  tlu'it  the  room  be  cleared. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Do  I  understand  you  to  decline  to  answer  questions? 

The  Witness.  1  do,  emphatically. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  The  committee  have  decided  that  you  ought  to  answer  such 
questions  as  they  desire  to  put  to  yon.  We  are  charged  with  an  examination.  All  we 
want  is  the  Ihcts.  I  will  be  glad  to  have  you  state  now  to  the  committee  your  age,  oc- 
cupation, and  business. 

The  Witness.  I  will  state  to  the  committee  that  I  have  no  desire  to  throw  any  obstacle 
in  their  way,  and  it  is  my  object  and  intention  to  aid  them  in  everything  in  this  inves- 
tigation, but  I  see  no  reason,  no  good  reason,  why  I  should  not  be  allowed  counsel  in 
this  matter.  I  am  here  absolutely  friendless.  I  believe  Mr.  Matthews  is  here  to  repre- 
sent himself,  and  I  think  somebody  should  be  here  to  represent  me;  and  unless  I  am 
allowed  counsel,  as  I  said,  I  have  no  questions  to  answer  and  shall  absolutely  decline  to 
answer  anything  that  may  be  asked  of  me. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  The  committee  have  understood 

The  Witness.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

By  Mr.  Ingalls: 

Q.  Are  you  acting  in  this  matter  under  the  advice  of  counsel? — A.  I  am  not.  I  am 
acting  under  my  own  advice.  I  have  asked  nobody's  counsel.  I  have  no  counsel  here 
at  all. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  You  are  a  witness.  You  are  not  prosecuted. — A.  I  understand  that.  I  under- 
stand the  question,  sir. 

Q.  No  court  in  the  world  ever  allowed  a  witness  counsel. — A.  I  believe  the  object  of 
thecommittee  is  toget  at  the  truth  of  this  matter.  If  they  are  simply  desirous  of  getting 
at  the  truth  of  it,  I  see  no  good  reason  why  they  should  object  to  my  having  counsel 
present,  at  least  somebody  who  will  represent  me  in  the  matter. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Every  gentleman  of  this  committee  is  a  member  of  the  legal 
profession.  We  are  charged  with  a  duty  simply  of  investigation,  and  we  intend  to  dis- 
charge that  duty  impartially. 

Mr.  Davis.  And  protect  witnesses. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  And  protect  witnesses  and  everybody. 

The  Witness.  Therefore  I  see  no  good  reason  why  you  should  object  to  my  having 
counsel  present.  1  am  perfectly  willing,  if  Mr.  Matthews  is  not  present  himself  to 
dirt  ( t  this  examination,  to  answer  all  questions;  but  if  he  is  present  and  has  the  priv- 
ileg.'  {;f  directing  my  examination,  I  claim  that  1  have  the  same  privilege  of  having  a 
gentleman  here  who  will  look  after  my  interests  in  the  matter. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Mr.  Matthews  may  be  a  witness.  You  can  then  ask  him 
any  questions  you  may  desire,  if  he  should  ask  you  questions. 

The  Witness.  Mr.  Matthews  is  a  lawyer  and  is  capable  of  conducting  his  own  case. 
I  am  not. 

By  the  Acting  Chairman: 

Q.  You  decline  to  state  your  age,  business,  and  occupation? — A.  Under  the  circum- 
stances I  do. 

Q.  I  will  ask  you  another  question.  When  did  you  make  the  acquaintance  of  Sena- 
tor Matthews? — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  placed  in  Mr.  Matthews's  custody  any  papers  of  any  character;  and, 
it' so,  what  papers? — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  When  did  you  first  see  Mr.  Matthews? — A.  I  decline  to  answer. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  any  counsel  on  this  subject  at  all  ? — A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  with  any  individual  who  gave  you  this  advice? — A.  J  have  not, 
except  that  I  asked  a  gentleman  to-day  if  I  was  not  entitled  to  coun.«el  belbre  the  com- 
mittee. 

By  the  Acting  Chairman: 

Q.  Who  was  that? — A.  I  spoke  to  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Parish  and  Mr.  Rpringer,  of  the 
House  committee. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  What  did  they  say  to  you? — A.  Mr.  Springer  said  he  thought  the  committee 
would  not  refuse  to  allow  me  counsel. 
Q.  What  did  Mr.  Parish  say? — A.  Mr.  Parish  said  the  same  thing. 
Mr.  Hoar.  I  move  that  the  chairman  be  requested  to  inform  the  witness  that  the 
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quefttkriM  which  are  pat  to  him  are  put  hy  the  acthoritj  of  the  rooBmittee  hj  the  drSn^- 
ent  memncTSL 

The  Anrsfi  Chaibxax  Tto  the  witneas).  Toa  hare  heard  tbesoggestioo  otf"  Mr.  Har. 
a  member  of  the  committee.  I  haTe  pat  these  qaestkns  at  the  soggestioD  of  the  com- 
mittee  aod  erery  member  of  the  committee. 

The  WmrEBH.  I  onderstand  that:  it  is  a  niatter  of  no  difTciciice  by  whose  aothodiy 
thej  are  pat.     I  simply  aoder  the  circamstances  decline  to  aoswer. 

Mr.  Vavih.  I  will  &%k  yoa  a  qaestioD,  anles  the  chairman  rules  it  oof.  How  do  yoc 
need  coamel  except  that  when,3Ir.  Matthews  testifies  yoa  may  wmnt  tn  erosB-cxamiae 
him?  That  is  a  different  question  altogether,  whether  eoansel  shall  be  allowed  then.— 
A.  Certainly.  1  think  my  eoansel,  if  I  have  one,  should  bear  my  testnuony  as  weD  as 
Mr.  Matthews. 

The  Acnso  Chaikman.  We  hare  reporters  taking  every  word  you  say  in  sbort-hand. 
and  it  will  nndonbtedly  be  pablisbed  in  the  new^npers. 

The  Witness.  If  the  newspapers  are  txddng  it  in  short-hand  and  pablisbin^  it  eTerr 
morning,  I  see  no  objection  to  my  having  eoansel.  It  is  simply  the  additioo  of  one 
more  gentleman  to  be  present. 

The  Acting  Chaikmax.  This  l«  a  question  we  cannot  azgoe  with  yoa.  We  ha\«r 
decided  it. 

By  Mr.  I3f galls: 

Q.  I  ondeistand  your  desire  to  be  to  employ  counsel  at  yoor  own  expense? — A.  Yes. 
9ir;  if  I  shall  get  counsel.  I  do  not  presume  anybody  will  do  it  withoot  expense:  at 
least  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  so  liir  to  get  anybody  who  would. 

Mr.  Hoar.  I  move  that  the  room  be  cleared  for  consultation. 

The  W1TXEB8.  I  will  state  again  that  I  have  no  desire  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  your 
way,  and  I  simply  make  that  request. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  But  you  are  throwing  an  absolute  obstacle  in  tbe  way. 

The  Witness.  I  think  it  is  only  justice  to  myself  to  allow  that. 

Mr.  Davis.  You  are  a  witness  to  tell  the  truth. 

The  Witness.  I  propose  to  tell  the  truth. 

Mr.  Davis.  To  tell  the  truth  in  rpj5ard  to  Mr.  Matthews,  nothing  else.  We  are  con- 
fining it  to  that  purpose,  just  to  tell  the  truth,  and  if  every  witness  in  a  trial  aboald  be 
allowed  counsel,  either  before  a  court  or  a  committee,  there  would  be  no  end. 

The  Witn  ess.  I  am  not  brought  here  simply  as  a  witness,  but  I  am  put  on  trial 
myself 

Mr.  Davis.  No. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  Not  that. 

Mr.  Davis.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned  you  are  only  a  witness. 

By  Mr.  Whyte: 

Q.  One  single  question.  You  then  set  at  defiance,  Mr.  Andeiscm,  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  simply  because  you  are  not  permitted  to  have  counsel  here  at  your  own  sugges- 
tion?— A.  That  is  drawing  it  rather  strongly.  I  simply  say  that  I  decline  to  answer  any 
questions  because  I  do  not  think  I  am  allowed  the  privilege  I  claim  as  an  American  cit- 
zen.  I  will  say  further  that  if  Mr.  Matthews  will  say  he  will  go  before  the  Potter  com- 
mittee of  the  House  I  will  testify  here. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  We  will  not  hear  that. 

Mr.  WiiYTE.  We  cannot  have  any  terms  about  that.  I  only  want  to  know  if  1  un- 
derstand you  that  unless  you  are  permitted  to  have  counsel  against  the  wishes  of  the 
committee  you  decline  to  testify,  and  set  at  defiance  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ? 

By  Mr.  Ingali^: 

Q.  One  point,  Mr.  Anderson.  I  understood  you  to  be  about  to  say  that  if  Mr.  Mat- 
thews would  go  before  the  Potter  committee  you  would  willingly  testify  here. — A-  I 
will. 

Q.  Did  yon  have  that  conversation  with  Mr.  Springer  this  morning  and  Mr.  Parish? — 
A.  1  did  not. 

Q.  Has  that  proposition  been  made  by  you  to  any  other  person? — A.  It  has  not  been, 
directly  or  indirectly. 

Q.  Has  it  been  suggested  to  you? — A.  I  believe  I  spoke  to  some  newspaper  corre- 
spondent a  few  minutes  ago.  I  said  if  Mr.  Matthews  would  be  willing  to  go  before  that 
committee  I  would  be  willing  to  testify  over  here. 

Q.  You  say  that  conversation  was  with  a  newspaper  correspondent  ? — ^A.  Some  news- 
paper correspondent. 

Q.  This  morning  ? — A.  A  few  minutes  ago.  I  simply  made  that  suggestion  some  time 
daring  the  day.  I  made  it  of  my  own  volition,  not  at  his  or  anybody  else^s.  I  simply 
stated  my  own  opinion. 
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By  the  Actting  Chaibman: 

Q.  I  will  ask  a  qnestion  now,  Mr.  Anderson.  When  did  you  make  up  your  mind  not 
to  testify  hefore  this  committee  unless  you  were  represented  hy  counsel  ? — ^A.  I  thought 
of  it  last  night  coming  over  here. 

Q.  Was  that  the  first  time  you  had  that  impression? — A.  That  was  the  first  time. 

Q.  Why  did  you  leave  the  city,  afler  the  committee  on  the  other  side  had  discharged 
you,  without  notifying  this  committee? — A.  I  called  on  you  with  my  attorney  twice, 
sent  in  my  card,  and  you  refused  to  admit  us.  My  wife  was  sick,  and  I  had  other  busi- 
ness to  look  after  in  this  world  besides  hanging  round  Washington. 

Q.  You  have  never  sent  me  your  card. — A.  My  attorney  did. 

Q.  Who  is  your  attorney  ? — A.  Mr.  Sypher,  of  Philadelphia. 

Q.  I  have  never  received  any  card  from  Mr.  Sypher. — A.  I  was  present  twice  when  he 
sent  in  his  card  to  the  committee-room  on  appropriations. 

By  Mr.  INOALLS: 

Q.  Is  he  the  gentleman  whom  you  desire  to  have  appear  for  you? — A.  I  have  no 
knowledge  whom  I  shall. 

Q.  You  8X)oke  of  him  as  being  your  attorney. — A.  Mr.  Sypher  is  not  in  the  city.  He 
was  my  attorney  before  the  House  committee. 

Q.  Were  you  represented  before  the  House  committee  by  attorney  who  was  present 
before  the  committee  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Acting  Chairman: 

Q.  And  put  questions  for  you? — A.  No  questions;  but  he  represented  my  interests. 
Q.  By  leave  of  the  committee? — A.  By  leave  of  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 
Q.  Did  you  ask  the  House  committee  to  allow  you  an  attorney? — ^A.  Not  specially. 

By  Mr.  Ingalls:  • 

Q.  Did  they  know  that  he  was  there  as  your  attorney  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Hoab: 
Q.  What  is  Mr.  Sypher's  first  name? — A.  J.  R. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 
Q.  Did  he  put  any  questions  to  you  ? — A.  None  at  all 

By  Mr.  Ingalls: 

Q.  Did  he  advise  you  what  to  answer  or  refuse  to  answer  ?— A.  Not  at  all.  Mr.  Sypher 
knew  this  whole  question  a  year  or  more  ago,  and  was  simply  there  to  look  after  my 

interests. 

By  the  Acting  Chaibman: 

Q.  What  are  your  interests  in  this  matter  ? — A.  My  interests  are  considerable.  I  have 
been  laboring  under  the  impression  that  I  was  liable  at  any  time,  the  last  year  or  two, 
to  be  indicted  for  perjury  in  Louisiana  in  connection  with  these  returns.  I  went  to  Mr. 
Sypher  in  connection  with  that  matter. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  are  in  danger  of  that  here  in  Washington  ? — A.  Not  if  I  prove 
that  I  did  not  forge  returns     That  has  been  charged  against  me. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q,  Did  you  ask  the  committee  of  the  House  for  the  privilege  of  having  an  attorney  ? — 
A.  Not  directly. 

Q.  How  did  you  do  11? — A.  I  believe  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Gibson,  of  the  New  York  Sun,  and 
told  him  I  should  like  to  be  represented  by  counsel  some  time  ago,  and  my  recollection 
is  that  he  said  he  would  have  it  arranged. 

By  the  Acting  Chaibman: 
Q.  And  you  think  it  was  arranged  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Davis: 

Q.  You  simply  went  in  when  Mr.  Sypher  was  present  with  you,  and  he  asked  no  ques- 
tions?—A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  And  did  not  ask  leave  to  ask  any? — A.  None  at  all. 

The  committee-room  was  cleared  for  deliberation;  and  after  some  time  spent  in  consul- 
tation, Mr.  Matthews  was  invited  to  attend,  and  he  accordingly  apx)eared. 

The  Acting  Chaibman.  You  have  heard,  Mr.  Matthews,  what  Mr.  Anderson  has  said. 
Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  to  the  committee  in  reference  to  going  on  without  >Ir, 
Anderson'^  testimony? 
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Mr.  Davis.  In  other  words,  you  know  that  the  committee  decided  that  the  cs 
whatever  it  was,  should  he  made  out,  and  then  you  should  be  pat  on  the  stand.  ^ 
have  seen  how  this  ends  for  the  present.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  ?  Ui 
the  Senate  meets  we  have  no  way  of  compelling  his  attendance. 

Mr.  Matthews.  I  dislike  very  much  to  take  the  responsibility  of  makin^r  any  sug 
tions  to  the  committee  on  the  subject.  I  am  ready  here  to  day,  and  shall  l>e  at  i 
future  time  that  the  convenience  of  the  committee  shall  fix,  for  the  purpose  of  assist 
the  committee  and  facilitating  it  in  any  way  within  my  power  in  the  objects  and  p 
poses  for  which  it  was  originated  and  authorized. 

The  only  course,  other  than  that  of  waiting  until  the  committee  can  have  the  powei 
the  Senate  to  compel  the  attendance  of  the  witness,  is  to  obtain  from  the  committee 
the  other  House  the  statements  which  he  has  already  made  under  oath  before  it,  i 
which  constituted  the  ground  on  the  basis  of  which  I  asked  the  Senate  for  the  appoi 
ment  of  this  committee.  In  case  the  committee  think  that  that  is  siitiicient  for  the  p 
pose  of  the  investigation  with  which  they  are  charged,  and  obtain  that  testimony,  1 ; 
ready  to  go  on  as  if  it  had  been  delivered  again  here.  But  whether  the  committee  oof 
to  take  that  course  I  think  is  a  question  which  the  committee  ought  to  decide  for  the 
selves.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  giving  any  opinion  or  advice  or  expressing  a 
wish  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  I  think  we  can  now  relieve  you  from  attendance,  Mr.  M; 
thews. 

Mr.  Matthews  thereupon  retired;  and  the  doors  were  thrown  open  to  the  public  g« 
erally. 

The  Acting  Ciiaieman.  Mr.  Keporter.  will  you  state  what  took  place  a  moment  a 
when  Mr.  Matthews  was  called  in. 

The  stenographer  read  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Matthews. 

The  Acting  Chairman.  The  reporter  has  stated  all  that  took  place.     Stand  up,  M 
Anderson.     [James  E.  Anderson  rose.]     The  committee  have  decided  that  we  will  i 
•quire  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Anderson;  and  I  now  wish  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Anderson,  if  yi 
are  willing  to  answer  such  questions  as  may  be  propounded  to  you  by  the  commit ti*e 
any  member  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Anderson.  I  am  not. 

Q.  You  still  persist  ? — A.  I  still  persist. 

Q.  In  refusing  to  answer  any  question  pertaining  to  the  matter  before  this  commi 
tee? 

Mr.  Anderson.  I  do. 

Q.  And  you  therefore  set  the  committee  at  defiance? 

Mr.  Whyte.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  absence  of  the  Senate,  we  have  no  power  to  pui 
ish  Mr.  Anderson  for  the  contempt  in  refusing  to  answer  our  questions.  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  move  that  this  committee  a<yourn,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  chaimiai 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Tuesday,  DecemWr  10,  isra 

The  committee  met  at  10 J  o'clock  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  call. 

Present:  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Allison,  Ingalls,  Hoar,  Davis,  and  Whyte. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Allison,  John  W.  Anderson  was  appointed  clerk. 

Mr.  Edmunds  asked  to  be  excused  from  service  a.s  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  vie 
of  his  other  duties;  and  his  request  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Allison  was  therenpou  elect<»d  chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmunds,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  there  be  reported  to  the  Senate  the  following: 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  be  respectfully  requested  to  tnin.smit  t 
the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of  one  James  E.  Anderson  relating  to  the  Hon.  Stai 
ley  Matthews,  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  understood  to  have  bet- 
taken  before  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives.** 

Mr.  Edmunds  submitted  a  motion  that  James  E.  Anderson  be  reported  to  the  Senal 
as  in  contempt  of  its  authority  for  refusing  to  testify  before  this  committee,  and  that  tl 
Senate  be  requested  to  take  the  proper  proceedings  to  secure  his  attendance. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to:  there  being  three  ayes:  Messrs.  Edmunds,  Davis,  lui 
Whyte.     The  noes  were:  Messrs.  Allison  (chairman),  Hoar,  and  IngalK 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whyte,  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  chai 
man. 

[The  rest  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  are  embodied  in  the  report.] 
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JOHN  J.  INGALLS, 

Simatorfrom  Kansas  from  March  4,  1873.     [December  1,  1885,  still  hold- 
ing seatJ\ 

March  L9, 1879,  the  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  memorial  x>i  certain  membcrsof  the  legis- 
lature relative  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Ingalls  to  his  second  term  of  ofBce,  beginning  March  4, 1879. 
The  mcMiiorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  March  27,  certain  letters 
transmitting  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Kansas,  which  had  investi- 
gated said  election,  was  referred  to  the  committee.  Certain  other  papers  relative  to  the  election 
were  at  other  times  referred  to  the  committee.  June 21»  the  conmiittee  were  authorized  to  make  an 
investigation  of  the  election.  February  17, 1880,  the  committee  reported  the  testimony  taken  and 
the  following  resolution  :  *'  Resulted,  That  the  testimony  taken  by  t!ie  committee  proves  that  bribery 
and  other  corrupt  means  were  employed  by  persons  favoring  the  election  of  Hon.  John  J.  Ingalls  to 
the  Senate,  to  obtain  for  him  the  votes  of  members  of  the  legislature  of  Kansas  in  the  Senatorial  elec- 
tion in  that  State.  But  it  is  not  proved  by  the  testimony  that  enough  votes  were  secured  by  such 
meuns  to  determine  the  result  of  the  election  in  his  favor.  Nor  is  it  shown  that  Senator  Ingfa^ls 
authorized  acts  of  bribery  to  secure  his  election."  Views  of  the  minority  concurred  in  the  part  of 
the  rcpDr:  exonerating  Mr,  Ingf.tlls,  but  held  that  *'  when  the  r<*port  goes  further  and  finds  that  per- 
sons favoring  Mr.  Ingull.Vs  election  were  guilty  of  such  practices,  it  should  in  justice  state  what  was 
clrairly  and  unquestionably  i>roved,  that  such  means  were  employed  in  opposition  to  his  election." 
No  further  action  was  taken  by  the  Senate).  Mr.  Ingalls  was  allowed  reimbursemeut  of  the  neces- 
sary expen:;es  incurred  in  defense  of  his  title  to  his  seat. 

The  history  of  the  case  here  given  consists  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceeding^  of  the  Senate  relating 
to  it  from  Senate  Journals,  46th  Cong.,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  (without  the  testimony)  from 
Senate  Reports,  46th  Cong.,  2d  sess..  No.  277. 

Special  references  to  the  debates  of  each  day  are  inserted  below. 

^ATUBDAY,  February  22,  1879. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  credentials  of  John  J.  Ingalls,  elected  a 
Senator  by  the  legislature  of  Kansas  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  March  4,  1879; 
which  were -read. 

[First  session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congress.  ] 

Tuesday,  March  18,  1879. 

The  credentials  of  John  J.  Ingalls  having  been  heretofore  presented,  the  oaths  pre- 
scribed by  law  were  administered  to  him,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Wednesday,  diarch  J  9, 1879. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  memorial  of  certain  members  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Kansas  in  relation  to  the  election  of  John  J.  Ingalls  as  a  Senator  from  that 
State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Thubsday,  March  27,  1879. 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  F.  S.  Stumbangh  and  L.  F.  Egg- 
ers,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  special  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Kansas  charged  with  the  investigation  of  the  election  of  John  J.  Ingalls  to  the 
United  States  Senate;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Thursday,  April  24,  1879. 

The  President  pro  tempore  laid  before  the  Senate  additional  paf^rs  signed  by  F.  S. 
Stumbaugh  and  L.  F.  Eggers,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  John  J.  Ingalls  to  the  Senate 
as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kansas;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
leges and  Elections. 

Feiday,  June  20,  1879. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  consideration;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

^^licmlvcdj  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  tvhich  has  been  referred 
memorials  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Ingalls  a  Senator  by  the  legislature  of 
the  State  of  Kansas,  be,  and  said  committee  is  hereby,  authorized  and  instructed  to 
Ipvesti^te  the  statements  and  charges  contained  in  said  memorials;  and  for  that  purpose 
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Said  committee  is  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  administer  oaths,  cmploj  a 
stenographer,  clerk,  and  sergeant- at-arms,  and  to  do  all  soch  acts  as  are  necessary  and 
proper  in  the  premises.  And  said  committee  may  appoint  a  sabcommittee  of  its  mem- 
bers to  take  testimony  in  Kansas  or  elsewhere  in  the  case,  which  shall  report  the  testi- 
mony taken  to  the  committee  in  December  next;  and  sach  sabcommittee  shall  have  the 
same  authority  to  administer  oaths  and  to  do  other  necessary  acts  as  are  herein  conferred 
npon  the  full  committee;  and  the  said  committee,  and  the  subcommittee  which  it  mar 
appoint,  may  sit  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  in  vest  ip- 
tion  hereby  authorized." 

Saturday,  Junr  21,  1879. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutfon  (given  above)  yesterday  reported  by 
Mr.  Saulsbury  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections;  and 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto. 

Tuesday,  June  24,  187y. 

Mr.  Bailey,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  rei>orted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  investigation  ordered  by  the  Senate  to  be  made 
by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  in  relation  to  certain  matters  connected 
with  the  election  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Ingalls,  a  Senaior  from  the  State  of  Kansas,  be  paid  oat 
of  the  ^  miscellaneous  items '  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  to  be  disbursed  upon 
vouchers  approved  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  or  the  chairman  of  the  sabcom- 
mittee that  may  be  designated  by  said  committee  to  take  testimony  in  the  case. " 

[Second  session  of  the  Forty -sixth  Congress.] 

Monday,  December  15,  1»79. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

**  Resolved  J  That  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  be  anthorized  to  have 
printed  for  its  use  the  testimony  taken  in  Kansas  relative  to  the  chai^ges  contained  in 
the  memorials  relative  to  the  election  of  John  J.  Ingalls  as  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Kansas,  and  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  taken  in  the  said  case.'' 

Thursday,  December  18,  IS^JK 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

**  Whereas  J.  V.  Admire,  E.  B.  Purcell,  George  T.  Anthony,  Len.  T.  Smith,  and  Levi 
Wilson,  citizens  and  residents  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  were  dnly  served  with  sabpoenas 
in  the  months  of  September  and  October,  1879,  issued  by  the  sabcommittee  of  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  then  sitting  in  Topeka,  in  said  State  of  Kan- 
sas, commanding  each  of  them  to  appear  before  said  subcommittee  and  then  and  there 
testify  in  reference  to  the  subject-matters  then  under  consideration  by  said  sabcommit- 
tee, to  wit,  charges  relating  to  the  election  of  John  J.  Ingalls  a  Senator  from  said  State 
of  Kansas;  and 

*' Whereas  said  Admire,  Purcell,  Anthony,  Smith,  and  Wilson  refused  to  appearand 
testify  before  said  subcommittee  as  required  by  said  subpoenas:  Therefore, 

^^  Resolved y  That  an  attachment  issue  forthwith  directed  to  the  Sei^geant-at-Arms  of 
the  Senate  commanding  him  to  bring  said  J.  V.  Admire,  E.  B.  Parcel],  Creorge  T.  An- 
thony, Len.  T.  Smith,  and  L<evi  Wilson  forthwith  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate  to  answer  for 
contempt  of  a  process  of  this  body." 

Thursday,  January  8,  1880. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate  having  in  costodj  I^eonard 
T.  Smith,  Levi  Wilson,  and  E.  B.  Purcell,  arrested  by  order  of  the  Senate  aikd  brooght 
to  its  bar  to  answer  for  a  contempt  of  a  process  of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  return  of  the  writ  of  attachment  iasoed 
to  the  Sei^eant-at-Arms  commanding  him  to  bring  J.  V.  Admire,  Geoi^  T.  AnthcH^, 
Leonard  T.  Smith,  Levi  Wilson,  and  E.  B.  Purcell  to  answer  for  a  contempt  of  a  procos 
of  the  Senate. 

The  return  having  been  made, 

Leonard  T.  Smith,  one  of  tbe  witnesses,  advanced  and  made  statement  of  his 
for  failure  to  answer  to  the  summons  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McMill^p  that  the  witness  l)e  discharged; 


JOHN   J,    INGALLS.  639 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Grarland  to  amend  the  motion  as  follows,  viz:  ''That  the  witness, 
having  purged  himself  of  contempt,  be  discharged  from  the  rule/' 

After  de£tte,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Sanlsbory  submitted  the  following  resolution  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  of 
Mr.  McMillan  as  amended: 

''Whereas  Leonard  T.  Smith,  now  in  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  on  an  attach- 
ment for  contempt  for  refusing  obedience  to  a  summons  to  appear  before  a  committee  of 
the  Senate,  has  purged  himself  of  contempt,  and  expres^d  his  willingness  to  appear 
before  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  and  answer  such  proper  questions  as 
may  be  put  to  him:  Therefore, 

''Resolved^  That  said  Leonard  T.  Smith  be  discharged  from  arrest  and  that  he  appear 
before  said  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  and  testify  under  the  subpcena  served 
upon  him. '  * 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McMillan,  as  amended,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Levi  Wilson,  another  of  the  witnesses,  having  made  statement  of  his  reasons  for  fail- 
ure to  answer  the  summons  of  the  Senate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  that  the  witness  be  discharged  flnom  the  rule,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

E.  B.  Purcell,  another  of  the  witnesses,  having  made  statement  of  his  reasons  for 
failure  to  answer  to  the  summons  of  the  Senate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  that  the  witness  be  discharged  from  the  rule,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury, 

Ordered,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  have  further  time  to  make  return  concerning  the 
failure  of  J.  V.  Admire  and  Creorge  T.  Anthoi^,  the  other  witnesses  named  in  the  writ 
of  attachment  of  December  18, 1879,  to  answer  for  a  contempt  of  a  process  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  pages  234-241  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  January  20,  1880. 

The  Serjeant-at-Arms  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  having  in  custody  J.  V.  Ad- 
mire, to  answer  for  contempt  in  refusing  obedience  to  a  summons  of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon 

The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  return  of  the  writ  of  attachment  issued 
to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  December  18,  1879,  commanding  him  to  bring  J.  V.  Admire, 
G.  T.  Anthony,  L.  T.  Smith,  Levi  Wilson,  and  £.  B.  Purcell  to  answer  for  a  contempt 
of  a  process  of  the  Senate. 

The  return  was  read. 

The  witness  having  made  statement  of  his  reasons  for  failure  to  answer  to  the  sum- 
mons of  the  Senate, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury  that  the  witness  be  discharged  ftom.  the  rule,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury, 

Ordered,  That  George  T.  Anthony,  the  other  witness  named  in  the  writ  of  attachment 
of  December  18,  1879,  be  discharged  as  from  contempt  without  appearing  before  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business. 

[The  debate  is  found  on  page  415  of  the  Congressional  Record,  vol.  x,  part  1.] 

Tuesday,  February  17,  1880. 

Mr.  Saulsbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorials  in  relation  to  the  election  of  John  J.  Ingalls.  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Kansas,  submitted  a  report  (No.  277)  thereon,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  proves  that  bribery  and  other 
corrupt  means  were  employed  by  persons  favoring  the  election  of  Hon.  John  J.  Ingalls 
in  the  Senatorial  election  to  the  Senate  to  obtain  for  him  the  votes  of  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Kansas  in  that  State.  But  it  is  not  proved  by  the  testimony  that  enough 
votes  were  secured  by  such  means  to  determine  the  result  of  the  election  in  his  favor, 
nor  is  it  shown  that  Senator  Ingalls  authorized  acts  of  bribery  to  secure  his  election.'* 

Mr.  Cameron,  of  Wisconsin,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  submit  the  views  of  a  minor- 
ity of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  \9 
pi'compny  the  foregoing  report. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Saulsbury, 

Ordered,  TImt  the  testimony  taken  by  the  Committee  on  PrivilogeA  nnd  Elections  in 
the  investigation  of  the  election  of  John  J.  In^lls  to  the  United  States  Senate  from  the 
State  of  KansiU8  be  printed,  and  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  fbrther  con- 
sideration of  the  memorials  in  relation  thereto. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE. 

[The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Sanlsbury  (chairman),  Hill  of  Ge«>r;;ia.  Keman, 
Bailey,  Pry  or,  Vanct^,  Cameron  of  Wisconsin,  Ho;ir,  and  Logan.] 

In  the  Skxate  of  the  United  States. 
FEBRrAUY  17,  1880.— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sanlsbnry,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Privilcf^es  and  Elections,  submitted  the  ff>l- 
lowing  reiM)rt: 

The  Conimittee  on  Privileges  and  Kh'ctions,  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  relatin;; 
to  the  eIc<*tion  of  Hon.  ,John  .1.  In<:alls  a  Senator  fnmi  the  State  of  Kansas  by  the  k*KiN- 
lature  of  that  State,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  submit  the  follouinf! 
report : 

The  eoinmitte'.',  under  the  authority  of  a  ri*solution  adopte<l  by  the  Senate,  appointed 
a  sulK'oinmittee  of  its  meni1>ers  with  instructions  to  investigate  the  charges  and  Htute< 
ments  contained  in  said  memorials.  In  dischargt^  of  the  duty  assigned  them  the  iiieni- 
Imts  of  tlie  suhcommittee  met  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  in  the  city  of  Topeka.  iu 
siiid  State,  and  examined  a  large  numlKM*  of  witnesses,  whos(>  tt*8timony.  together  with  the 
testimony  ot*  witnesses  ex  ami  ne<l  iM'tbre  the  whole  <'ommittee  during  the  pri'seut  .•^esMioti, 
is  herewith  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  views  entertained  ]>y  the  c<mimittee  n-nder  it  unneit.*ssary  to  refer  more  p;irtH*u- 
larly  to  the  testimony,  which  will  be  found  tw  su.stain  the  conclusions  of  the  committee 
t'xpressed  in  the  Ibllowing  resolutitm: 

Htsulrrd,  That  the  testimony  taken  by  the  ctmimittet*  proves  that  bribcTV  and  other 
(*ornipt  means  were  employtMl  l>y  {K'rsons  favoring  the  elcH'tion  of  Hon  .lohn  J.  In;^lU 
to  the  Senate  to  obtain  for  him  the  votes  of  memlH'rs  of  the  h-gislatur^^  of  KnnKin  in  the 
Senatorial  election  in  that  State.  Ihit  it  is  not  pr«)ve<l  by  the  testimony  that  enough 
votes  Were  seeuretl  by  sueh  means  to  determine  th(«  result  of  the  election  in  his  fii\fii. 
Nor  is  it  shown  that  Senator  Ingalls  authori/A*d  ;u'ts  of  bri)>ery  to  mrnrc  hin  eh*i*tion. 

VIEWS  OF  THE   minority. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  (.'ommittt*!*  on  I*rivileges  and  Elirtions,  wIk>  %i-erc 
direetiMi  to  inv(>stig:ite  eertain  statements  and  charges  eim(*erning  the  ntrent  electiiui  of 
a  Senator  in  the  State  of  Kansits,  rt^spirtfully  .*tu)miit  our  views  as  folhiws: 

We  e«»neur  in  ]>:irt  of  the  re]M>rt.  We  exonerate  Mr.  Ing;ills  fn>m  an^'  complicity  with 
inipro|Nr  ]>raetiees.  We  also  find  that  the  nwultof  the  election  was  not  a<x-ompliMhr«i 
by  surh  praeti«vs.  We  think  that  when  the  rf])ort  goi^s  fiirthiT  and  tinds  that  pt^mim 
favoring  Mr.  In;:alls*s  eleetton  were  guilty  of  such  pnietiees,  it  should  hi  justice  siak* 
what  was  elearly  an<l  unijue.stionably  pn»ved,  that  such  means  wen*  empl<iye<l  in  iip|M»- 
sit  ion  to  his  e  Unction. 

ANtJVS  CAMEKdN. 
JOHN  A.  lAXtAN. 
GEO.  F.  IIOAI^ 

[Third  session  of  the  Forty-sixthCongrcM.] 

Krid.vY.  ./flMHrrry  21,  1881. 

Mr.  Plumb  submitted  the  liil lowing  n'solution:  whieh  was  referred  to  the  Commit ti« 
to  .\udit  and  <'ontroI  the  (\intingent  KxiMMisesol  the  S<>nate: 

"  /;<  Wnr/.  i  hat  tiiere  be  ]i;iid  t4>  .1.  V.  Admin>.  L.  T.  Smith.  E.  !•.  Punvll.  am1t;eorg9 
T.  .\ntbony.  o'lt  of  the  eontingent  fund  of  the  United  Stat<'M  Senate,  the  roilengr  lor  at' 
tendint:  a^\\  itne>ses  from  the  State  of  Kans:is  in  the  inv(>stigiition  of  therlrc  tiou  of  Hon. 
J.  J.  IngalN  thi"  same  as  the  other  witm-ssi's  rw'eive*!.'* 

[TIm-  dekite  is  ftinntl  on  ]i:ig<*^  ''l  1.  Hir>of  the  Congressional  liceonl.  \«»1.  xl,  part  1.] 

Fl{ll>.\Y.  JiiMuiirjr  •J'*,  ISNl. 
On  ntotiiin  by  Mr.  Hill,  of  <ieurgi.i. 
Or«/. /-•'/.  That  the  Ctmimittec  to  .\ndit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Kxpt^nsm  of  thu 
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Senate  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Plumb  January  21,  1881,  directing  the  payment  of  certain  witnesses  in  the  investigation 
of  the  election  of  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Ingalls,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Privi- 
leges and  Elections. 

BEIMBURSEMBNT  OF  MB.    IKGALLS'S  EXPENSES. 

Feiday,  March  31,  1882. 

Mr.  Hoar,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  reported  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  read  the  fi.rst  and  second  times  by  unanimous  consent: 

''  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  the  sum  of 
$8,195  to  John  J.  Ingalls,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Kansas,  in  reimburseipent  of  ex- 
penses necessarily  incurred  by  him  in  defense  of  his  title  to  his  seat." 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent,  to  consider  the  said  resolution  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  thinl  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimoos  consent. 

Resolved^  That  the  Sei^pte  agree  thereto. 

SB  0 41 
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[Special  session  of  Senate,  October,  1881,  and  first  session  of  the  Forty-seventh  CongWb  J 

BLBRIDGB  G.  LAPHAM  and  WARNER  MILLER, 

of  New  YorJc. 

October  11, 1881,  the  day  on  which  Memirs.  Lupliam  and  Miller  took  their  seats,  a  memorial  wmm 
presented  rcnionst rating  aRainst  their  adniimion  until  certain  allcntions  affiscting  their  electiona 
had  l>ccu  investiguted.  October  21,  tlic  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Cdmmittee  on  PriTllcsea  and 
ElcotionM.  Deeeniber  12,  the  committee  rei>ortcd  l>aclc  the  memorial  and  asked  that  It  lie  on  th* 
tabic,  and  that  the  eonmiittee  Ih)  diHehaixed  fk^m  its  further  consideration.  U  was  so  ordwcd  He* 
cember  13.  The  statement  of  Mr.  Hill,  in  the  tuiturc  of  an  oral  report,  given  below,  will  abow  the 
nature  of  the  allcKiitioiiH  of  the  memorial,  and  the  reaitons  for  the  action  of  the  committee. 

The  luMtory  of  the  eiiHc  here  Riven  eoiiHistM  of  a  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Beimte  relatlDC 
to  it  from  Sk^nnte  .louriial,  -ITth  ConR.,  l^t  hcmi.,  and  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hill  from  the  CongVMalond 
Record,  vol.  xiii.part  1,  jMkges  70,71. 

There  were  no  debates. 

• 

[Si)ecial  session  of  Senate,  October,  1861.] 

Monday,  October  10,  1681. 

Mr.  Edmunds  presented  the  crtHlentials  of  Elbridge  G.  Lapham,  elected  a  Senator  1^ 
the  lef^isluture  of  New  York  to  fill  the  vacancy  occanioncd  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
RoHCoeConklinj^;  whirh  were  read. 

Mr.  KdniuiidM  presentetl  the  credentials  of  Warner  Miller,  elected  a  Senator  l^  the 
leginlatun^  of  New  York  to  fill  the  vac;incy  occasioned  by  the  resignatian  ^  the  Hon. 
Thomas  C.  Piatt;  which  were  ritad. 

Tuesday,  October  11,  1881. 

On  motion  hj  Mr.  Edmunds  that  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  be  now  adminktend  to 
Elbridge  0.  I^pham  and  Warner  Miller,  Senators-elect  firom  the  State  of  New  ToA; 

Pending  whi<'h, 

Mr.  McPherson  presented  a  memorial  of  certain  members  of  the  legislatore  of  New 
York,  remonstniting  against  the  admission  of  Mr.  LApham  and  Mr.  Miller  to  esato  in 
the  Senate  until  certain  allegations  affecting  their  elections  have  been  invesUgated. 

Ordered f  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  rc<'urring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Edmnnds  that  the  oath  prewiibed  bj 
law  be  now  administered  to  the  Senators-elect  from  the  State  of  New  Yoric,  itwai 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  I^phani  and  Mr.  Miller  then  appeared,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  law 
been  administered  to  them  by  the  President  pro  (nnporp,  they  took  tbcdr  wati  in 
ate. 

Friday,  Oeteber  91, 1881. 

Mr.  McPhcrson  presented  a  memorial  of  Miner  Gallop  and  £.  H.  Pinnof,  of  NefW 
York,  remonstrating  against  the  admission  of  Warner  Miller  and  Elbridoa  O.  liiTtlw  to 
seata  in  the  Senate  until  certain  allegations  affecting  their  election  shall  hav*  m«i  Ib- 
vestigatetl;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Electloaa;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McPherson, 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  certain  members  of  the  Icgislatoxeof  New  YoriL  nlallM 
to  the  same  xubject,  heretofore  presented,  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on  FriTfl^gMad 
Elections. 

[Pint  session  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congms.] 

Trvbbday,  l>eofln>ar8, 1881. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hoar, 

Ordt-redj  That  the  petit ion^of  the  citizens  and  membcrsof  the  legialatnieof  NefwToA 
oonceming  the  eh^ctionn  of  SenatnrH  Miller  and  Lapham  be  taken  iVom  the  filea  of  the 
Senate  and  rrt'erreil  to  the  Commit ttt*  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Monday,  December  1%  1881. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  (iMirgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elcctlona,  to  w! 
referred  the  memorial  of  certain  mcmbexv  of  the  legislatnre  of  the  State  of  New  T( 
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affecting  the  right  of  the  present  Senators  fh>m  that  State  to  occupy  seata  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate,  reported  it  back,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  farther  consideration  thereof;  which  was  agreed  to.* 

[Remarks  of  Mr,  Hill,  of  Gtooigia,  in  the  nature  of  an  oral  report,  deliyered  December  12,1881,  and 
found  on  iiages  70, 71  of  the  Ck>ngrefl8ional  Record,  voL  xiil,  part  1.] 

**  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  report  back  to  the 
Senate  certain  memorials  from  members  of  the  legislature  of  New  York  affecting  the 
right  of  the  present  Senators  £rom  that  State  to  occupy  seats  in  this  Chamber,  and  to  ask 
tlmt  the  memorials  lie  on  the  table  and  the  committee  be  discharged  firom  their  further 
consideration. 

*  *  In  deference  to  the  memorialists,  and  at  the  special  request  of  some  of  them,  it  is  proper 
that  I  should  state  briefly  and  generally  the  reasons  which  authorize  this  conclusion. 

'*  The  memorials  set  forth  Ave  reasons  as  grounds  why  these  gentlemen  should  not  be 
allowed  to  sit  here.  The  first  alleges  that  the  legislature  did  not  proceed  in  separate 
bodies  to  vote  upon  the  question  until  the  third  Tuesday  after  notice  of  the  vacancy  was  com- 
municated by  tiie  governor.  The  facts  are  such  as  to  create  some  controversy  as  to  whether 
they  did  proceed  on  the  second  Tuesday  or  the  third  Tuesday  after  the  notice;  but,  in 
any  view,  the  committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  legislature  was  not  de- 
prived of  its  constitutional  right  to  elect  Senators  to  this  body. 

*^  The  second  allegation  is  that  at  one  of  the  joint  sessions  of  the  general  assembly  a 
quorum  of  th»  State  senators  was  not  present.  It  is  not  alleged  that  there  was  not  a 
quorum  present  of  each  body  on  the  days  the  respective  elections  took  place,  but  it  is  al- 
leged or  claimed  that  under  the  act  of  1866  the  failure  of  either  body  to  be  present  with 
a  quorum  on  any  day  deprives  the  legislature  of  the  right  to  elect.  The  committee  differ 
with  the  memorialists  in  that  view.  We  think  that  one  body  of  the  legislature  could  not 
deprive  the  legislature  of  the  right  to  elect  by  such  absence,  if  unquestionably  on  the 
day  of  the  election  a  quorum  of  each  body  of  the  legislature  ^as  present  and  voting.  We 
think  the  reason  alleged  in  this  ground  is  not  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  election. 

'^  The  third  ground  alleged  is  that  there  was  not  a  minority  of  the  whole  legislature 
actually  voting  for  the  members  chosen.  In  our  opinion  that  is  not  necessary.  There 
was  a  quorum  of  each  house  present  in  the  joint  assembly;  there  was  a  majority  of  that 
quorum  actually  voting  for  the  members  chosen.  In  our  opinion  that  was  a  vidid  elec- 
tion. 

'*  It  is  allied  specifically  in  the  memorial  that  the  Stockton  case  is  a  precedent  to  the 
contrary.  On  examination  it  will  be  found  that  the  Stockton  case  is  not  a  precedent  to 
the  contrary.  Mr.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  celebrated  case  so  well  known,  was 
chosen,  not  by  a  majority,  but  hewas  chosen  by  a  plurality  vote,  the  legisJature  in  joint 
session  having  declared  before  the  election  that  a  plurality  should  elect.  The  Sena^ 
tors  now  occupying  the  seats  in  question,  from  New  York,  were  not  chosen  by  a  plural- 
ity vote;  they  were  each  chosen  by  a  majority,  a  quorum  of  each  body  being  present,  and 
a  majority  of  the  joint  assembly  voting.  I  will  state  that  if  the  cases  from  New  York  were 
like  the  case  from  New  Jersey,  I  do  not  think  at  this  day  any  gentleman  would  regard  the 
Stockton  case  as  a  precedent.  Unquestionably  the  body  that  elects  has  a  right  to  pre- 
scribe that  a  plurality  may  elect,  and  I  think  the  report  made  by  Senator  'Trumbull  on 
that  occasion  is  not  only  correct,  but  conclusive  of  the  law  of  the  case.  The  committee, 
therefore,  are  of  the  opinion  that  that  groimd  is  not  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  election. 

"  The  fourth  ground  relates  to  Hon.  W.  Miller,  and  alleges  that  he  is  guilty  of  certain 
conduct  in  violation  of  section  1781  and  section  1782  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  which  dis- 
qualify a  member  from  holding  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  the  United 
States  Qovemment.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  Senator  from  New  York  has  never 
been  convicted  of  a  violation  of  those  sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  a  simple  in- 
spection of  the  sections  shows  that  it  is  conviction  that  disqualifies,  and  not  allegationa 
by  outsiders  or  third  persons  who  do  not  prosecute.  Therefore  the  committee  overrule 
that  ground,  and  think  it  insufficient,  conceding  the  facts  allied  to  be  true  for  argu- 
ment; we  do  not  know  anything  about  them. 

*  *  The  last  ground  is  one  of  fact.  Before  I  have  alluded  to  what  are  called  legal  grounds 
or  allegations  that  by  legal  operation  the  election  is  void.  The  last  groimd  alleges  that 
there  were  rumors  of  bribery  in  procuring  the  election  of  these  gentlemen.  The  allega- 
tion of  mere  rumors  of  bribery  is  not  sufficient,  unaccompanied  with  evidence,  to  require 
investigation  at  the  hands  of  the  Senate  or  of  its  committees.  It  is  alleged  in  this  me- 
morial that  one  State  senator  of  New  York  is  under  indictment  in  that  State  for  offering 
a  bribe  to  a  member  of  the  house  to  vote  in  the  Senatorial  election.  It  is  due  to  the  Sen- 
ators holding  the  seats  that  the  committee  should  say  that  that  indictment  is  not  for  a 

^It  appears  from  the  Cktngrrefleional  Record,  vol.  xiii,  part  1,  page  76,  that  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee oe  discharged  was  agreed  to  December  13, 1881. 
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bribe  offered  to  vote  for  either  one  of  the  present  Senators.  It  is  dne  also  to  state 
that  while  we  find  by  reports  that  have  been  sent  to  us  and  investigations  had  that  there 
were  a  great  many  scandals  in  connection  with  the  Senatorial  election  in  New  York  dur- 
ing the  late  session  of  the  legislature,  most  of  these  scandals  occurred  before  the  two  gen- 
tlemen now  holding  seats  became  even  candidates  before  that  body. 

^'Therefore,  sir,  the  committee,  without  going  further  into  details,  hold  that  the.i^ 
spective  grounds  alleged  and  all  of  them  together  are  not  sufficient  to  authorize  fur- 
ther inve^igation,  and  do  not  make  a  case  invalidating  the  election  of  the  Senators  from 
New  York.  We  believe  firom  all  that  is  before  us  that  the  elections  were  valid  and  ought 
to  be  so  declared.  We  ask,  therefore,  that  the  committee  be  dischaiged  from  the  far- 
ther oonsideiation  of  the  satjeet. ' '  ^ 
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Johnson,  Waldo  P 215 

Polk,Trusten 218 

Mlteliell,  diaries  B« 
expelled  from  Senate 197 

Mor§ran,  Jobn  T. 
case  of. 581 

Kew  Hampshire  eases 

Bell,  Charles  H 26 

Blair.Henry  W 86 

Patterson,  James  W 423 

Williams,  JaredW 23 

New  Jersey  cases 

Bateman,  Ephraim ^.,       96 

Stockton,  John  P .,      264 

Kew  York  case 
Lapham  and  Miller 642 

HlcliolHon,  A.  O.  P. 
expelled  from  Senate 197 


Niles,  Jolin  M* 

ease  of.... m.m»«*mm*     186 

report  in 186 

Pf ortb  Carolina 
Clingman  and  Bragg  expelled  ttom  Sen- 
ate      197 

If  ortli  Carolina  eaae 

Ransom  ve.  Abbott 838 

Norwood  Ts.  Blodfl^ett 

case  of. 831 

reiK>rts  in ....882,835 

compensation  of  Mr.  Blodgeti  in 836 

Oatli 

modified,  in  case  of  H.  T.  M.  Miller 285 

qualifications  of  Philip  F.  Thomas  for 

taking 275 

reaolation  to  modify,  in  esse  of  David  T. 

Patterson 271 

Olilo 

admission  of  (case  cited) 120 

Olilo  eases 

Oriswold,  Stanley M 

Matthews,  Stanley... 615 

Smith,  John 79 

OreiTon  eases 

Grover,  La  Fayette 606 

Stark,  Bei^amin 220 

Osbom,  Ttiomas  W.     > 

caseof 283 

Patterson,  David  T. 

caseof. 271 

report  in 172 

Patterson,  James  W. 

case  of 423 

Pennsylvania  eases 

Cameron,  Simon 184 

Gallatin,  Albert 57 

Per  diem.    [See  Ooxpensation.] 

Pbelps,  Samuel  S. 

case  of 16 

report  in 17 

views  of  minority  in 18 

vote  in 22 

compensation  in 22 

Plnebback,  P.  B.  S.    [See  The  Loui- 
siana Cases,  1873-80.] 
Plurality  rule 
Joint  convention  cannot  establish,  in  ab- 
sence of  law  (John  P.  Stockton)..     264 
Polb,  Trusten  « 

case  of. 218 

report  in 218 

vote  in 213 

Pomeroy  and  Caldwell 
investigations  of— 

CaldwelPs  election  in  1871 368 

report  on ~      371 

Pomeroy's  election  in  1867 368 

report  on -     860 

views  of  minority  on 871 

Pomeroy's  connection  with  Senatorial 

election  of  1878 -      876 

report  on 378 

views  of  minority  on 382 
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Post  facto  laws 

principle  of,  applicable  to  expulsion  case 

of  James  F.  Simmons 237 

Potter  %'»•  Bobbins 

case  of V9 

report  in 102 

views  of  minority  in 113 

vote  In 101 

compensation  of  Mr.  Potter  in~ 101 

Powell,  I^azaras  W. 

case  of. 234 

remarks  by  Mr.  Trumbull  in ~ 236 

Prima  facte  ri^riit  to  seat 

Blodgett,  Foster  (Norwood  tw.  Blod- 

gett) 831 

Fitch,  Graham  N.  (Fitoh  and  Bright, 

and  Lane  and  McCarty) 164 

Ooldthwaite,  George 826 

Grover,  La  Fayette 006 

Lamar,  L.Q.C 579 

Morgan,  John  T 581 

Pinchback,  P.  B.    S.    (The  Louisiana 

Cases,  1873-'80) 426 

Bobbins,  Asher  (Potter  vs.  Bobbins) 99 

Stark,  Benjamin a 220 

PrlTllecre 

question  of  (James  Shields) 187 

<|uallfleatloiis 
citizenship  (nine  years)— 

Gallatin,  Albert 57 

Revels,  H.  R 812 

Shields,  James 188 

holding  office — 
under  United  States  (Stanton  vs.  Lane)       206 
under  authority  in  hostility  to  United 

StoteH  (David  T.  Patterson) 271 

inhabitant  of  State — 

Ames,  Adelbert 317 

Griswold,  Stanley 04 

mental,  investigation  of  (John  M.  Niles)  186 
superadded  by  State  (Lyman  Trumbull)  148 
to  take  pre8cril>ed  oath — 

Patterson,  David  T 271 

Thomas,  Philip  F 275 

<|neAttoii  of  prlTllegr^*    [See  Pbiyi- 

LEOE.] 

Ransom  vs.  Abbott 

credentials  of— 

Mr.  Abbott 338 

report  on 839 

views  of  ftiinority  on „      848 

vote  on 866 

Mr.  Ransom 866 

compensation  of 866 

Ray,  Joiin.    [See  Tms  Louisiaka  Casks, 

1873-'80.] 
Reimbursement.    [See   Compensa- 
tion.] 
Reoryantzatton  of  State  gOTem* 
ment  after  rebellion,  of— 

Arkansas 240 

Georgia 285 

Louisiana 248 

Res  a«y  ndlcata 
Butler,  M.  C,  decision  on  right  to  scat 

(Corbinw.  Butler) ,      582 
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Res  a«ya<ticata— ContinuecL 

Fitch  and  Bright,  and  Lane  and  McCarty 

Kellogg,  William  P.,  decision  uf  Senate 

of  November  30, 18T7  (The  X,ouin- 

ana  Cases,  187a-*80) 426.W 

Pinchback,  P.!^.  S.,deci»ioii  of  Senate  of 
March    8,  1876     (The    I^ouisiaoa 

Cases,  18T3-'80) 43^9A 

Si>encer,  George  E.,  decision   on  right  to 

seat  (Sykes  v«.  Spencer) SM 

ResliTBAtlon 

what  constitutes  such  as  to  vacate  seat 

(Jesse  Bledsoe). _      « 

Revels,  H.  R. 

case  of. ju 

remarks  by 

Mr.  Vickers  In- jjj 

Mr.  Scott  in 51$ 

votein j^j 

Reynolds  vs.  Hamilton 

,  case  of. 39 

report  in 3»| 

RlMMle  Island 

body  electing  Mr.  Potter  was  the  legis- 
lature of  (Potter  99.  Robbina) M 

RlKMle  Island  eases 

Potter  t!t.  Bobbins ^ 

Simmons,  James  F ...J^  21: 

RIee,  Bei^amln  F* 

case  of. 

Riee,  Henry  M. 

oaseof. , 

report  in , 

Robbins,  Potter 

Bobbins.] 

Hebastian,  William  K. 

expelled  fh>m  Seni^ _ 

resolution  of  expulsion  revoked  and  an- 
nulled (note) „ ^... 

unpaid  aooounto  of,  settled  (note) 

HegAr  and  Unde 

case  of ., 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Sumner  in 

Mr.  Willeyin 

Mr.  Sherman  in.....» 
Mr.  Doolittle  in  .....t. 
compensation  of— 

Mr.  S^^rin , 

report m... 

vote 

Mr.  Underwood  in...., 
reports 

Senator 

right  of,  to  vote  in  determining  question 

01  ms  own  ■cs*.«««»»««,M»»«^»«««.. »,»««.. 

Sevier,  Ambroao  H. 

case  of. 

report  in , 

vote  in >....... 

Sldelds,  James  (Iluhob) 

of. ^ 

report  in 
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Alttelds,  James  (Minnesota) 

case  of. 187 

letter  of  Mr.  Shields  In 187 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Pugh  in 188 

Mr.  Crittenden  in n»      189 

Mr.  Toombs  in - 190 

Mr.  Brown  in - 190 

report  in « 191 

compensation  in „ «. 191 

AlmmonA,  James  F* 

case  of 237 

report  in - 238 

Alidell,  John 

withdrawal  from  Senate 196 

ftmlth.  <*ntler  and,  Ac.    [See  Cutlxb 

AND  Smith,  Ac.] 
fimltli,  Jobn 

case  of. 79 

report  in 81 

vote  in 93 

,    Amitli,  Kamnel 

case  of 4 

!4now,    William    D.     [See   Fishback, 

Baxteb,  and  Snow.] 
Aontli  Carolina 
Chestnut.  James,  jr.,  expelled  ftrom  Sen- 
ate       197 

fioatli  Carolina  cane 

Corbin  r».  Butler 682 

Spencer,  Oeorice  E.     [See  Syres  vs. 

Spencer;  and  Spbnceb.] 
ApoflTord,  Ilenry  M.    [See  The  Loui- 
siana Cases,  1873-'8D.] 
Ktanton  vn.  I«ane 

case  of. 206 

report  in 206 

compensation  of  Mr.  Stanton  in 212 

Atarfc,  BeiUmnin 

case  of 220 

report  of— 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in 221 

views  of  minority  in 221 

select  committee  in 226 

views  of  minority  in 288 

vote  in 288 

Htate  fTOTernment  ofTlrgrinla 

what  was  the,  during  rebellion ^..      202 

Htockton,  Jobn  P, 

case  of 264 

report  in 266 

vote  in 270 

Hykes  th.  Spencer ;  and  Spencer 

Sykes  vs.  Spencer  case 666 

report  in 668 

views  of  minority  in 662 

vote  in 674 

compensation  of  Mr.  Sykes  in 674 

report  on 876 

Spencer  George  E.  (second  investigation) 

report  in 6T7 

reimbursement  of  expenses 678 

TenneA!«ee 

admission  of  (Blount  and  Cocke) 78 

Nicholson,  A.  O.  P. ,  exi>elled  fkx>m  Senate  197 


Tennessee  eases 

Blount,  William _.  74 

Blount  and  Cocke 78 

Patterson,  David  T ;^...........  271 

Texas 
entitled  to  representation  in   Congress 

after  rebellion,  whon„ 823 

Hemphill   and   Wigfall,  exi>elled   ft*om 

Senate - 197 

resolution  against  right  to  representation 

in  Congress 199 

Texas  cumcs 

Reynolds  t>«.  ITamilton 823 

Wigfall,  Louis  T 199 

Tbe  I<oalsiana  Cases,  1873-^80 

McMillenv*.  Pinchback(MArrand  Eustis) 

McMillen  vs.  Pinchback #483 

report  on  credentials  of. 483 

report  on  credentials  of  Pinel^jbaok...  485 
views  of  minority  on  credentials  of 

Pinchback 486 

vote  on  admission  of  Pinchback 506 

withdmwal  of  claim  by  McMillen 504 

compensation  of  Pinchback 509 

report  on 509 

vote  on 612 

Eustis,  J.  B. 

reports  on  credentials  of. 606,608 

vote  on  right  to  seat  of „,..  609 

Marr,  Robert  H. 

credentials  of 506 

RayM.  McMillen 427 

report  in 427 

views  of— 

Mr.  Trumbull  in 461 

Mr.  Morton  in 470 

Mr.  Hill  in 478 

compensation  of. 479 

reports  on 480,481 

vote  on 483 

Spoffbrd  V9.  Kellogg  (Manning) 
Spofford  V8.  Kellogg 

case  of 612 

reports  in 616,638 

views  of  minority  In 619,649 

compensation  of. 662 

Manning,  Thomas  C. 

credentials  of. 652 

compensation  of. 553 

Tbomas,  Pbilip  F.  ^ 

case  of 276 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Doolittle  in 278 

Mr.  Sumner  in 279 

report  in 276 

vote  in -  277 

ToomlM,  Robert 

seat  declared  vacant 196 

Traey,  IJriab 

case  of. 3 

Tmmbnll,  Ijyman 

case  of. 148 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Crittenden  in 152 

Mr.  Pugh  in « 154 

report  in »  148 
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Underwood.    [See  Sboab  and  Uitdeb- 

WOOD.] 

Taeaneles  In  Senate  firom 

Indiana,  questioned 164 

Kansas,  questioned ^,,  205 

Vii^nia,  questioned 202 

Taeaneies,  power  of  K^^vemor  to 
appoint  to  fill 

Bell,  Charles  H 26 

Blair,  Henry  W „ -  86 

Dixon,  Archibald 18 

Johns,  K^nsey 1 

I^anman,  James « 6 

Phelps,  Samuel  S 16 

Sevier,  Ambrose  H 7 

Smith,Sainuel ^  4 

•Jracy,  Uriah »  8 

Williams,  Jared  W ^ «  23 

Winthrop^  Bobert  0 10 

Termont  ease 

Phelps,  Samuels ^ 16 

Tlekers,  C^eorye 

compensation  of  (note) ^.  888 

Tlrylnla 

liason  and  Hunter  expelled  from  Senate  197 
what  was  State  sovemment  of,  during 

Tlrylnla  cases 

Segar  and  Underwood »... ^....^     252 

WUley  andCarlile ^ .m* —•,;—     202 

irotes 
when  void(Ban8om  w.  Abbott). 

'Wlilteleyt    Rleliard  K*   [Am 
▲voMillkbJ 


1 
WlirAOl,  I«ools  T* 

case  of.....» ^ ^ ^ 

remarks  by — 

Bir.  Postering * 

Mr.  Clingman  ln« „. 

expelled  from  Senate  (Expulsion  of  Sen- 
ators)..  

Wllley  and  Carllle 

case  of ^ 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bayard  in 

Mr.  Saulsbury  in.. 

Mr.  Trumbull  in „ 

vote  in- ^. 

WtlHamsy  Jared  W. 

or ^ „ 

report  in _ ^ 

vote  in 


Wlntlirop,  Robert  C 

case  of. ^ ^ 

report  in „ _ 

Witness  before  Senate  eomnslttee 

arrested  to  answer  for  contempt 

Tnlee,  Bavld  !«• 
motion  that  name  be  stri<dcea  from  list  of 

Senators «. ^ ^. 

withdrawal  from  Senate^...^ ^^.., 

Tnlee  -vs.  MaUory 


of. 
ri^K>rtin».... 
▼oCein., 
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